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.Th~ nation-wide wor of resistance ia running well into iu 
third ,year. While men' are serving in thF army and inilitia or 
doing olhe~ wa:r~ime jobs, Viet Nam women are faced with 
urgent problem& of niising lhe mpintenance of lhe household. 

Be they .mothers, wives or sisters, Vlet Nam women are 
working twice or three times as bard as they did before the war. 

• TJ,.~ have plenty to ~-th~ fields, at the market place 
or at home •.. Beoides,•the war lias placed other heavy duties on 

_ their shoulders.· 

Their activities in the rear are as follows : 
"\ ' ' 

-J.)~f¥'the battle for production; 
2) .In so~ works; 

3) Jin helping the army; 
4) In the field of politics. 

Equally important is their role on the battle-front. Here 
their activities are _of th~

1 
following nature : ~ 

1) As nursea; ( 
2) In the supply service; ,; ~ 
a l As_girl-~rs; / 
4) As girl-guides; 

5) As guerrillas or co·mmandin troops. 

A special chapter will be devoted to the conditio~s of Viet 
Nam women in French controlled areas. It is an account mainly 
of French sadism. 
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I. IN THE REAR ,.,, 

1) IN·THE BATI1.E FOR PRODUCl10N 

c / q,crecue Produelion >, c CrOIIJ more food > have been the 
1f'.alchwords of every Vret.-Nam citiien in· the rear, aince the Demo­
cratic Republic aaaUmed power. These campaigns aimed at creating a aclf• 
auf6cieftt tcOno~y which wu the only guarantee aga.inst the impending 
threat of famine and the au.cceasful conduct of protracted resiatance. 

• • Men w~ bysy with war jop&. and the main burden of cultivating the 
land fell on the ahouldens of women. Old IDOthers who ·might have 
lltayed at hf.me in peace-time, now toolc up the ploufh or the harrow ln 
place of their absent husbands and sons. The coll«hve work ayslem has 
~ introduced and baa become popular in quite a abort time. Thua 
dumng harvest-time, a group of families' can be seen pulling together and 
working frorr{ field to field. • .. 

• ,In the war soncs, where French f cu occur frequently, omen work 
In the field, in the • dst of gun-Cite d bo7ardrnent,./ 

·In ffl\lDY prov~bers of the Executive Committee of the UnJon 
of 1'\ijg.N'am omen, in co-operation wi,.th ~Resiatance Committee. plan 
and ,yatem&Ucallr carry out inc-rcased prod ction campaigns. A part of 
the yield accruing from th,; inc~ pro~du ·on effort is offered by the 
W01Dfn to the local guerrilla, .. In many villages, the militia and home­
guarps get the vegetablea grown by women free of charge. In Hadong 
provil'lce (North Viet-Nam) each village maintains a special c kitchen > 
fri>m which tho local guerrillu obtain vegetablea and rw, .. 

. The number of women worlcers,.is on the increue in war faclorica. 
C: l.A'!reruecl prodw:WJn > , a'nd c pal runic_ compet.µion > campaJgns are run 
in factories too. Women from the c Hoang Van Thu> ,'1eavlng factory 
fo N:orth Viet-Nam; .for inatanoe...._ Won a special award for completing one 
hundred ~ete,a o{ ctQllon' material within one· month . 

• ~o~g Ctut ~nd peasant women have, ~en an appreciable P•'! In 
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r,pamng and, rebuilding dykes and raunng aew 011<8 along Ibo rhw 
banb. '.Thi>. won: waa tarried on in• the midst of in1en1e. r,ring and . 
,evere aerial bombarclmenL , Thelie dykes h .. e helped to prneat noodo 
which otherwise ~ould have·destroyed thouaan~ of acres of cropa. 

2) WOMEN AND SOCIAL WORKS 

a) Rehabililaling wor refugee,. The sudden outbreak of bOllilitiet 
took many families unawares, The people had to mtgralt; from the townf"' 
to the vi11ages. The Erench indiscrirpinf~ly attac;ked the withdrawing 
population. Such belongings a, clothes, mQney, ·etc. .. were lost. \Vomen 
around the war-battered cities apared no pains to shelter and rehabilitate 
the evacuees., \'!omen, ?uilt. aufe_Jy atati,~ns o~ the roadsiJ:es where war 
refugees were•gi(.en' food- and ·lodging:· • -~ • -..J...._ 

Mpat of the ho5pitals,and medicar:ata~ol\5 _were. ~n;e.d,Jo_r Mtrvic& 
~ .. and war refugees and expectant m~thers en.countered ~~g diflj• 
culti~ in thC wa}' or"medical help. Worn~ organised _fr~ medical aid...,, 

·' One• of the mo~ evil traditions made women believe -thet c ohildblrth 
is. a Gad omen, whereas death is a good augury >.. ~nt.-mo_,. P . .._. 
£erred to beget in the fields rather t.ha?,..incur tht: reaentment of .. their 
b~sts .. But qow, such prepo~eroua cues n_ev~·seem.to occur. f·. ·! 

Women's ·mutual usffltance funds have, been created in moat p( abe 
village, for the purpose of helping side women_ and ei;peetant mo&ben, 
lo villages 'near the front lines, women organlae emergency groupt ~ 
ated with' helping women and childten, • • = 

b) The New Life Move~nl. The New Life Movement was inaugura.-: 
ted i.fter August 1945, to complete the political.revolutibn by a eocial and 
cultural one. Far from being abated by·the outbreak::0£ War, thhi 1mo;e. 
ment is growing stronger than ever under ,the very preuuro o(.reality. 

1. So far as women a.re conc&ned, this movement consists in fightmg 
doWn out-moded' cu;toms, such u burning •otin papen. It abm alllO • 
pl'OJ)ag_atlng elementary priitciples, of hyg~ene lo hei observed hr_ women 
during pregnancy. It strongly recommends women to replace tbear natfy 
robes, girdles 'and gowns ·by ·a simple ·comfo,uble long-•leeYed' abut and ( 
trousers. • • '-

Under the impact of the new trend. wedding cereinonies have becdtne 
extremely simple. The. bride andi grooril, Only have· to ltaY before the 
a'uthofities lheir wUlingness • to become· inah and wi(e. The apenai.¥e 
ai.Ot!es and jeweli of former years now give place to wed~ne: gi.(11 •"'?re 
mninisl:ent•of'the fighr for freedom·: hand,gronades and guna. The bride 
would now demand of her grootn 12 or 15 hanct-gmiades or• ritle,,anl 
hiurd.these C:.er to the,glferrUlaf o( her. native.village,•.;, ' •· 
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, I~ NIET-_NAM WOMEN AND 11IE ~ 

, A good deal of the material pi,i' and moral support· enjoyed by the 
P'fll ~ oCQcer, or the-Viet-Nam army and militja come from the women . 
.Jbo Aevotion. with which,wo~en carry out.the alogan c Help tJie Army> it 
~rable. •• 

• ~ Women members ol tlle Union mostly concern themselves with bow 
the co~ta both at the "front and in the rear are daiJy fed, cared for 
and clieered' up. 

,: • !~ ~ ~illage wh:re aolWe.rs m~e a halt, women group! ;cnerally 
hefongfug to the c Servicemen's Mothers Aa.sociation > render services in 
auch taaka aa coo~g. mending and food supplying. , 

J ~ ' •• I 

• A. huge pile of silk and cotton material which formerly girdled 
"!'Olllf=D'• waists is now saved and turned into kitbaga for the rank and 
ill~ .• , At I~ 10,000 such bogs have t;een given by each province in 
Viet-Nam. 

The (estive days afford opportunities for women to express their 
gratiw'de to· the army. During th'e winter of 1947, women worked for 
.JD&DT, daie\ ahead~to orgall.llC tb.e New Year Festival for the combatant!. 
On New ... X_t;:9;!'s\Eve, all the country lanes' leading to the army hcadquar­
ten. were. flooded with women and girls- carrying fruit, cak~ poultry, 
Pi"9, IQ~/"'° and boob to the soldier.,. 

Som, weeks after the sucoesaful August R olution in 1945, th, 
Co.emment called on the· pe,Dple to take an active part in the c Gold 

.. Giving Week>, organised thtougho\lt • the country with ~ purpose or 
obtaining support for the NJtional~ury which was emptied by the 
F~eh and Japanese. and also for purchase of •arms and ammunhiou 
£or the Natibnal Army whid\ ~ad ju tlrted re resie~nce in he SoutJ,. 

·-Vi~-N~·women, tUTban..._and oountry-dwelf.e whole-heartedly .responded 
to ~p~ an • gave .H their precious • welry to J,he National Fund. 
lO• a &oc.al value of milliona of piastres. • ter c ~Id Giving Week~. it 
~ J matter of great shapie for any gil' to he seen with golden ring, 
an\! :b"'°"Jeia. , : . 

Women devised many ingenious ways to .collect money and material 
to aid the Army. They· appealed' to the genero!lity of 11.he people and 
collected large suma through auction sales of various items, mostly clothes 
which they themselves ha,d kn'iued. , 

Vjet Nam women pay particular attention to the wounded. July 27th 
ii a natio~l festival day •and is observed as c War Wounded Day>. On 
this day, Lund~ and thousands of piastres and as ma·ny meters of cotton 
'!ull' ... •re collected £or the wdunded-soldien. 

-5-



I 
\ 

. . . 
The c Sei:vicemtn'a Molben• A.:>ciation > is a 'unique organilation. 

When a unit of the army paaaes through a locality, they-are ..,,., to find 
food and lodging in special 11ation1 eet up by the local branch of this 

.society 'or ff not. i~ the private bouae of a aerviceman'e mother. ·The 
·mother cares for them and treata them u h'er own sons. Gerierali, 
women over 40 are enrolled in this association. They pay particular 
sllention to the war wounded. They sheller them and look alter. them 
during the whole period of convalescence, .as home inmates. . The 
soldiers regularly keep up conespondence with their c mothen > when 
they return to the army. In this way, our wounded soldiers are giYen the ✓-• 

comforting impressio'n o( having thousands of g90d motherai i~ every par:t 
of the country. / ✓ 

In Thai Nguyen province (North Viet Nam), Mme BA Huv gave 
1,200,000 piastres worth of .farmland, cattle and euh. for the co~ction 
of a Mnatorium housing hundreds of maimed and cri.ppled 101dien. Iii 
f.a.o Bang province (North Viet Nam) Mme LANc LUONG, a medica1 
practitioner, has nursed and cured over 200 war wo~nded. 

.4) IN THE FIELD OF POLITICS AND PROPAGANDA· 

Viet Nam women have put forth an ai-my of propag~diata ana 
political cadres. Wherever they go, these 'political cadres organiae meet. 
inga, inforin the population about the ai~ation in the country, explain 
the duty of a citizen, urge them to increase production, to fight against 
illite,acy and to combat French aggtesa\on. filch women also give' proof 
of their, touching spirit of ucri.fice, especiaUy those. who have never under-· 
gone hardships a~d have been used to living in luxury. 

One or the most out.standing woman in the political cadre Was 
22 year-old Mis.s M1Nu HA, who recently ·ended her life in ·a French jail. 
She organised the people in the coal mine areu of HoDgaf (North Viet 
Nam) which had been occupied by the Fm>eh. Sbe,oucccedcd in reming 
the various local administrative committees which had become dieorga.n.i,ed 
and def'unct by 

I 
the sudden attack or the French. She wu caught' at a / 

secret meeting and taken to prison, where she wu tortured. She re(meij 

to disclose any secret information, and finding no hope or HY.uig her 
honour, she committed suicide on 14th July, 1948. ' • 
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Il.-ON THE BATTLEFRONT 
,.,, 

l) SERVING AS NURS~ 

The humanitarian character of Viet Nam women ia folly aroused in 
the heavy £aalc of nursing the wounded M>ldiers. They follow the com­
batants • u far as the a~vanccd outposts, wearing the simplest and most 
convenient cfothes and carrying with them aome elementary firat-aid 
supplies. 'With a rolled mat on one shoulder and a medical bag on the 
other, the~ go a.head on most difficult and dangerous paths. Here is an 
article fro a l<Mial paper·: 

'-- \ 
« Once, on the battlefield, advancing in the darkness of the night, 

a group of, gue:rTillu started their attack on an cnc,y post. Pom ! Pom ! 
The grena8e exploded in the midst of a continuo.y> thunder or guns and 
maclune-guo.s. c Forward», repeatedly shouted the commander. Along 
with the guerrillas, the girl nurses kawled forward on the grua. c Ob ! 
} am wounded! • groaned a guerrilla whose leg was picrce3 by a bullet. 
T. (the•nuroe) hastened to cany hin('a little way.off from the fighting 
line .. She opened her medical ha~:(which contained nothing but ·some 
tincture or iodine, aom·e cotton wool and bandages. J;("the darkness she 
oilentl!,.-1.nd paticn~d the wound 'o/ the guerrilla, regard!.,. of 

• the'-bUJlcta which whistled near her head{ Jn the immense and remote 
plain OOvered by the black curt.a.in of rtlgh'.t, she seemed a fairy who had 
come down from heaven to attend the unfJTtunate fighter with her magic 
m~icine.• • 

Many nuraes arc wounded and kilted in action. No one in South Viet 
Nam will forget Miu BA's tragic death. The Viet Nam troops attaclccd 
,an enemy .post. The commander an,d his men launched the attack under a 
fain of bullets. One Or these lodged it.self in the shoulder or a guerrilJa, 
causing proruae bleeding. BA immediately dressed hia wound and tried 
to .arry him on :her back to a nearby Red Cross post. 1n spite or her 
tenaciou1 and hei-oic efforts she cou~d not go rar with her heavy burden. 
The enemy came nearer every moment. Anxious for her aaf'ety, S. the 
,wou'nded gverrilla said c Sister, my wound is rather serious and J am 
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•eiy tired.. I doubt 1• thall liwe. PlaN take can, of .,.,;,.. on Ille. 
Leave-me hen, and go away-, beoaUIO It la ~as to 11npr _.. ay 
longer.• Looking II his 1bandag,,a completely lllllned with hloocl, ..,_ 
forgot henelf and thought only of his 1mwonune. Standing uprlpt lmd 
making a Jut effort, ahe succeeded in carrying her comracli I Uule 
lunher. Bu~ alu, ahe wu -. by the Fn,nch and wu shot II eio. 
range in the head. \ 

2) WORKING IN THE SUPPLY SERVICE 

Ma.ny women are working in the aupply aervice in· .the battlef'root 
areas. Every hard battle hu witnessed, the ability, courage~d aetn~eas 
of Viet Nam women. For example; , • 

The battle of Hang An (South Viet Nam) luted for nearly one full 
day. The Vjet Nam guerrilla& bad to remain at their post, lying dowa 
in the rice6clds for many houn without eating or drinking. On heiuitag 
this newa,, the girls of the Association of Women for National S.lntion 
immedi8tely organised a kitchen to prepare rice and bot-water~ to ,be Mnl 
io the front. The misaion )¥'u entrust~ to the most akilful and cluing 
members of the association. They crawled along the muddy rice6el~ 
carrying 'with them rice and boiled water in big cans .and bottle& 'They 
distributed food to the fighters an4 apoke encouragingly ta them. 
Sometimes French bullets whiatled near· them but they remained undaunted. 
Thanka to thet)l, the guerrillas were abJe·to carry on the•fighting 1Ucx:el5· 

run,. • •• • 

In the upland, of Non Viet Nam last yca((l947) women refuaed to 
hide At thC appioach of lhe enemy. They 'went on with their au_ppty tulc 
and other routine jobs. 

In Thai Nguyen province, 50 miles Nort of Hanoi, no )ea thA{I 2,500 
women volunteered for supply eervices during the French winter o&'emin. 

The Viet Nam troop, who had besiese,I the E,reneh weaving -factory 
at Nam Dinh (Nonh Viet Nam) said that they had never mioaed a lingle 
mC8I because th.ere was a whole company of supl!IY women, mostlyJ (ormer / 
(actory worken, who brought in f~d every day. In or~~ to reach -
tho besiegers, ihe wnmen had to wade belly-deep in muddy tnn~ea. At 
·fint, men o~ guard told them not 10 come in too cl~se. c Th~ ~ firing 
like hell>, they aaid. But the women !nsi,ted that they ohou)d.i,, 1llq,rod 
to do their duty. c Why can't we go, if _you men can:•• ter. retort~ . 

3) GIRL WURIERS • 

Besides 1,.irig efficient nurses 'a~d good coeb, Viet Nam .~en ·ue_ 
1)00 famous couriers and liaison agents. It is indeed difficult to lnmglne 

_.I 
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aD tlla dNadhl - In wblelr d,ey play the most difficult parts with 
flllt - tlianb to their intellig,,;,ee and r<SOureefulnesa. 

• 0.-, • lecality near Saigon wu about to ·ran into the hands of the 
Cinl,u wbo, uader British command, were direetly aidin$ the French. 
Maj nenpapen, handbill, and other import.ant material, had to be 
lltJfted io the other aide of the river. The underground workers were 
d:i:lcutlllng bow to carry die materials; the bridge acros.s the river was 
::a~~· ~•rd~ by Gurl<h4s who searched all pas,ers-by. _ A girl 

!agent natned E. volunteered"for the task. Whife her comrades 
were llill heaitatirig about the deci.Jion; ahe went to the kitchen and came 
hock "with a big ,oift. c I &m going to aell cakes!• ahe • said. Everybody 
..undentood whal ahe meant and accepted her prqposal. In a minute the 
became • cake-harttker. No one in the street suspected that under her 
cakes_?'?· hidden important materials _ and sometimes a lypewriter too. 
Sbe croeted the ,bridge several times Without being searched by the guards. 
~ .to ~r .resour~lulneas, nol a· single imp9rtant psper fell into the 
)ll)ulo of the enemy. 

ltobert TRUllBULL, correspondent or .. the c Ne'w York Times > in 
Saigon, P,ve. on -January lBth, 1947, the following account Or his interview 
with-,...,_~N\m girl working>in ,the underground movement: 

c Tb~ girl courier, who is 24 years old and pretty, is inlerested 
in po~iticr both as a patriot and as a feminist. 'e travels as much as 
200 miles on each courier journey, disguised 85\.4 coolie and using any 
handy mode of lransportation. She is welcomed in any Viet Nam village. 
She aaid that call the traitors are iii Saigon>. Once she was· arrested 
OD"tull)icion. She uid ahe was ~ten with sticks by the police and 
aub~ed to what the called c el~c treatment ~- This con1iated, she 
Kid, in paaing a current through ~er body by electrodes eld at the 

tempi"'!'. • ~ - • ' / 
Jv'11 not 1&N: for a girl to have to go cross immense fie)~ carrying 

in both hands heavy bukets of important documen!9. Sometimes she has 
to croea thi,ck forests,, regardless of h,eat, water or rain, or of. tigers or 
m1lu11. , Sometimes ehe finds' enemy troops on her way. She baa to 

d.ieappeu at once into aome thorny buahea.._or plunge into a pool, brea_thing 
only through two bamboo tubes. 

•> GIRI> sc_ours,'ANQ '1fF.LLIGENCE. SER-VICE 

Whenever Viet Nam guerrillas planned their attack against an enemy 
poit. 1-the strength and poaition 'of Which· they did not alway, conectly 
bow, thej- n~ aomeone {or gttting info-rmation. Such tasks are

1 
often 

fulnlled by women: Here Is an oumple : 
jt wu in 1946, in South Viet Nam. A., On many others occuiona, 
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. \ 
Mai, a girl-oc:ou~ <itrered. her oem ... and waat out with bor n,o1-. 
She went alone. 2' houn p...d without bor tunw,g up. Wlule.,ller 
comrades were in deep amtiety, • human form:ap))O&ffll from tho ...,._ 
or the nighL It WU M.u, hack with - rital information. Wl,en ... 
attack awted at dawn, MAt uuull<d the enemy pooition with • oa1,. 

machine gun. Unfortunately • bullet hit her in tlie ~ Bef~re cloolng 
her eyes for ever, she made a Jut effort, called a neuby comrade and 
said : c Co

1

mrade .,H. plcaae come and aav·e • the gun>. Until the lut 
minute of her life ahc kept high bet. morale and conaciouaneu, thinking 
of the gun rather than of her own li(e. . 

• Another• example of a woman intellig'.ence agenL At Myloc (North 
Viet Nam),. a young retailer had lived for 3 montha ~ .; underground/ 
a\Jelter from whCre ahe wu to spy on the enemy'• movements. S..!, came 
out at night to cook her meals after the French had withdrawn to 'their 
camp. One afternoon her refugee mother returned home and called her. 
Both or them were caught and abwed by the French. The rim day ohe 
took her mother to a safe neighbouring village, then got .back to her 
sheller. Burning with ,ubdued hatred, ohe llayed there, day after day 
passing out information to the guenillu. c A. a result>, she aaid, c the 
men always returned from their night attacb with huge ·wu booty Uld 
broad cheers :1-. 

5) WOMEN SERVING AS GUERRJLLAS 

AND COMMANDING omCERS 

Although Viet Nam women are not admitted in the regular ~y, 
many or thetn, .re eerving in the varioUI locat-guerrilta troops, in defence 
0£ their own village or district. Many 0£ them- died for the Father­
-land. Yet women' all over the country are 6gbting, thua makint the 
1>opular saying - c When the £oe di at the door, women fight u ,-ell 
as men > - come tTUe. 

The women unita 0£ local guerrillu can be, found everywhere in Viet 
Nam. In some districta, women form u much as one entire battalion. 
Like men guerrillas, they a.re divided into 2 categories : the home-guarfa 

, and the partisans. \-

The home-guard formations consist of women who have been giYen 
the taak of defending their own village only. They live juat like other 
women, tilling ri~&eldt. But every day, they devote 10me hours to 
phy,ical and military training. When the enemy approaeh<o, they help 
all ehildren and aged penoDI to evaeuate to 1&fety. As for themae!..., 
they keep ready to fight by combining their activities with the acti,itieo or 
the partisans and the regular army. 

' -10-

Tbe partiun, are compoaed of ~errilla unitt formed by women who 
hne abandoned their ordinary life to devote themaelves to the military 
def'ence of- an area larger than, ·their own village, viz. generally, their 
diotrict. n- wuta are needed in zones fiequently raided by the Freneh. 

Women ~DI go from village to TIiiage to oppose the French 
•ttacka. They are •110 given charge of launching constant and omall 

,...noctaqial ~uh against French, iaolated poata, in order to hara.as them 
and reduce their Jlumbtr u well aa lower their morale. During their 
wan~~ wpmen partisans ch.n bring·the local population v!luable help 
in ~ field ,work and organise theatrical ahowa to entertain them or 
popular c1.,_ 1/) fight illiteTAcy among them. 

Yiet N~-flf'omen who were Connerly very geacefui, are now impresei•e 
with their courage and aacri6ce on the battl~ld. Even girl danocra and 
1ingers w~o • were looked down on by the old society have written with 
their blood glorious pages in the hiMory of the heroic battle of Hanoi 
in J¥amef 1946. ~ 

Every: ~or of1 ihe front '!ow haa ils heroines. 

In the c Better training, more victories> campaign launched last year 
by· lh\.Higb Command 0£ the Viet Nam Army, prizes were won by the 
outltan~ unita of women perrillu in Bacninh, Anlac, Namdinh, (Nonh 
Viet Nam), mtua Thien, Quang Ngai (Central Viet Nam), and in Ciadinh 
and "Mytbo· (Sou'\ Viet Nam). 

And here are 10me more namea of wo~~ guerrilla leaders who 
~ied in 'defence of their country_ : 

Mias MtNH THU, 22 ye.an old-, Secretary 0£ the Namsach section of 
t™:' ~n of Viet Nam Women, Haiduong, Nort Viet Nam, killed in 
attion on June 15th, 1947. / ., 

Miao PHUONG, 19 year old lrJ.otudO\'t and gurilia"-group leader, 
V""f.""&• BaCl)WIJNorth Viet Nam). , d eeized many arms from pro• 
~ elemenu. S&t by the Freoeh n September, 1947. 

Doon CAMPBELL, Reuter's cone! ndenl, reported from Hanoi on 
Ja~uary 18th, 1947 , \ 1 

. , c ••• the_(rench a~e throwing' bombs, 1hell1 and armour against the 
Vietnameae who, nine-tenths of the time, are fighting without &nn1. In the 
heart of what is now a bluing wilderness, I almost trod on bodyleaa head, 
of Anna.mite boys. A French colonel, COmmanding_ tanks ta.king part 
j,.n the operation, auggcated that,the boys bad been beheaded for wanting 
lo aurrender. A dead &irl wa., found ,,~·u clulding o ,word wilA which '-.. 
1M W been rollyin& nolionali,t, to /anolic re,i.Jlance. > 

/' 
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II{. - VIET-NAM, WOMEN f 

IN • FRENCH . CONTROLLED,' AREAS 

I ~ ,J 

l) VIET-NAM WOMEN vu:rms OF FRENOI SADJ,511 

No word can describe the atiffer,ings of Viet Nam wom~ 'in ~...;{ch. 
occupied areas or frequently raided by their troops. HO~se9 'a-"•·• 
on ,fire. crops are burnt, furniture and jewelry looted. cattle caJ)tunNL 
Parents, husbands and children are kilJed during enemy raicb,&nd'thoee· 
who survive are ahot. tortured to death or taken u alave-priaonen. Aa 
for the women, becau.ac they are wOmen, they inevitat,ly become prep\to • 
the lust of French soldiers. It is a fact cata.bliahed with auffici~t e,idmce 
that in compensation for the numerouJ hardahips they .have to tindergo 
in the. present war of conquest in Viet Nam, in compensation for fh6 Jack 
of ideals to support them in their fight, French aoldien ~ the 
Expeditionary Corps arc given full liberty to satisfy their bestial deaires, 
and to· this end Viet Nam women are considered u the only atioiutua to 
their spirit. • ~ • ' 

Limitless is the list of acts of atrocities co,mmiued by Fmfch-aoJdiera 
upon Viet Nam women. 

1 Cases of a single woman raped by a dozen or more French :_,J~ 
have occurred almost everywhere. Fnnch 101diera do not lea-,e eftn 

teenagers alone, or womln over 60 years of 'age. They do D9J.; 'lpare 
pregnant women. They do not pay any attention to the place, be it/• 
church or- a pagoda. After raping, they usually indulge in alJ aorte of 
sadism, an tlccqunt of which would shake the conacien0e or· the world 
with horror: • • ' 

• , - • I 
Here are aome caaes of auch revolting Ff'Cllch sadism. 

On January 12th, 1947, French tl"Oops entered a hi~ in· Han8cot 
Str«t. Arter a long eearch, they lugged out·the whole family :'t4ther► 
mother 'llld two..,little boys. The fathef waa ahot dead. Thi tJ.8 boJI , 
were dragged ,from their mother's arms. soaked with petrol and burnt 
~ive. The woman wu raped by the whole squad ev':11 after ahe wU dead. 
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. , • _o,, .F~"!"'Y 11th, _19-i7, French troopa wen: ,uzcltlng the atudents' 
hoatel at Hanoi when they heard' a woman'• groan from a ground {Joor 
diqing: room. T,bey ~ed in and aaw a young pretty nurse with her 
tlugb tom lip by a mortar abell, lying in a pool of blood. One after the 
oj],er, they q~enched their hat o,n 'her; heedleaa or the blood that was 

;~ from her thi~. They went dn abusing the woman & long time 
Gil' they linallyfound ou( that ahe waa .dead. 

,. ~ 10 y~r-old girl in Mytho, {South Viet Nam), straying from her 
home,' wu caught by the french. They ali_t her genital organs open anci 
raped he< lO death. • • • 

: 1 During .~r operations near Namdinh JNorth • Viet Nam), i:'rench 
troops raped a 15 year old liaison, girl, too out her eye'fulls and tore 
he, in.half.. • 

.-•. o6. Jun_e 17th, 1947, French troops raped to death 6 women aged 
rrom160·!0_80 at ~giang (North Vlet Nam). 

...._ At HOabinh (North Viet Nam) aince they could not find women, 
Frmch eoldien were found to have indulged in sexual acts with cows . 
A 70 ):ear old woman !>aPP.ened to p.,. by. They captured her and raped 
her, ~ng\C Though ahe ia old, ahe ia still better than a ~w :t. 

On April 10th, 1947, French troops raided the Daila locality (North 
Viet Nam). A pregnant woman who bappencd "fo be there took to flight. 
But~ wu caught. Heedless of her entreatie:tJ,b'e French raped her, drew 
out their bayonet, and opened her belly. They toyed with tho foetus, 

• letting out sporadic gales of Jaugtiter. • 

In the provinces of,1Quanghjnh, Quangtfi, Thua~ien (Central Viet 
'Nam) French soldiers raped p~ant women, then wiih,_the nailed heels 
of their ahoea, trod on their bell1ea, till the foetus /'as' pJlled out. 

)On festiv~ French troops bf~ le into churches. drove out the 
'men and raped all the women and gir s presen~ before ,the very eyes of 

'Cliriat and Our l,ady. • • • 

On January 18th, 1947, French tro~pa raided Khuong-Thuong village 
(Henol au~urb); Eighi Viet-Nam Red i::rosa nurses were raped ; three or 
'.tJM;m clled following the abuae. 

, Al Y .... a (North Viet-Nam) the French. raped a woman then alit her 
.breMII and awfk them on tht: l'alla. • 

Al Hoi-Phu, Tu-Son (Baainh proYiaoo North Viet-Nam) French troopa, 
after raping ,n ambulance WI, ozde.rep her to ru1;1 naked on the road. 
;i:i.i, tJm, j~p~ into tbei! can, caug_ht h~r up, raped _her again, and 
fiul\1, ~ her over. . 

At·&e.(C-UaM'.iet-J'iam) '"'!then_ w"'l' forced to tJirow their babi .. 

I 



into the ri~ from lhe biiclg,, or Song-Huong. and then wen 'npM' bJ 
French oblcliero. • • • • 

• MOit ....,dalous is the c tu on marriages• in French conbOlled 
areu of Central Viet-Nam, Under this tu the husband bu to ·o8'er Ida 
_wife to the French officers, lhe very fint nigbL Chine. ciriliano In 
Quangtri city (Central Viet-Nam) were alto forced to aubmit to this ol,a. 

/ meful tyranny. -l
1 

• • ' 

4<>8 wonien ,;,ere vjctim.e of French aadilm during the F~cb ~ • 
agairut Sontay..,_20 miles NE of Hano~ In 1947. 

. 791 women were raped in the South~m part of Bacninb prorinoe 
(North Viet-Nam) in the fint half of 1947. This nu~r did not include 
those who in ahame did not make any declaration to the authori6~ . 

Outside Hanoi, the number of women raped by the French it ~ted • 
at 3,QOO. About 50 ~ cent of the women were raped in Tbllathien 
province (Central Viet-Nam) and thousanda of othen in the throe pro­
vinoeo of Quangbinb, Quan~ and Tbuathien (Central Viet-Nam). wen 
iiifocted with venereal diaeasea by French, German and Moroccan .. aoldien. 

Hundreds of women and girla have been captu~ and c distributed :t 
to French troops in Laos, at H&lloi, Haiphong and other cities in order 
to c raise morale>. 

2) REA~ON OF THE·VIET:NAM WOMEN-' 

'fhe -French colonialists believed that they oould obliterate ili; l'efolu­
tionary and resistant spirit by means of &lllll ~ and terrorism. 'fht. bu 
proved a gro~ miscalculation. ' • 

French sadism and cruelty, far from terrifying Viet•Nam women, ha~ 
made them revolt and have aroused in them an eagerness and deteiinina­
tion to fight to tlie luL They realise that the return of French coio"ni81iltl 
would mean more open sadism, and alavery for ever. ✓ • • •• 

Burning with hatred, the inoat peaceful of them noW make uP their 
mind to take revenge on the French. They have learned through daf"';J 
experience that it. ia no use screaming when faced with French aa~agerj. 
lnatead of being aatiafied with· keeping underground relation, with the 
guerrillas and helping them by all pouible means, they choose to,go ob 
d.ireclly to guerrilla action by themaelff:f. • ., ·; , 4 

Here are some examples of women killing French soldien. •· • • . 

In September 1945;wben the Gurkbasbelped the F'rencb"in the'o;,.._, 
tiona againtt Saigo1_11 a girl acllitig pop com in Saigon matlcet• i\Jcceeded 
in killing,a group of them who had com~ to buy· her So?da.· bt 1putting 
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esploai.e into ber ROve. Sbe wu fully coftlcioua of her own fate yet abe 
foorleuly r<10ned to this. 

Dur,ing the aame period, a beautiful girl named Co Tu, feigning to 
carry water in a Tillage occupied by the enemy, attri.cted the bestial atten• 
tiom of a group of Gurkbaa and killed them all with the band-grenade abe 
bad'hiddeo hi her, jar, when they came to te.ue her. 
,.. ' 

Seven women were IM!IHng vegetable. at the Bacoinb market in January 
194~, when \2 French aoldiera bounced in looking for eggs. ~ Viet-Nam 
guerrilla who wu among.the ~rket-goers pulled out a band-grenade. But 
a young woman etopped him : c Put it back, brother, I will take them 
alive for you >('"""She winked at 5 or 6 women.. Within a few seconds, 
the two French ioldien were aurrounded, disarrqed, and were banded over 
to the guerrillu, their banda tied behind their back. 

Miu SAK, 24 year old guerrilla .fighter ,in Tuaon, Bacninh (North 
Viet-Nam) 1pnng from behind he; door and ,tubed two pauing French 
toldien with a butchel''a knife. One of the aoldien who escaped, drew 
out,. hi.a gun and shot her on the apoL 

l~April ~948, the French organised a fair in Saigon which wu an 
O'l._t:al&n~ng failure, since nobody attented it. When the fair wu inaugu• 
rated, Cenerll NcUYEN VAN XUAN, puppet Presiden~ wu approached by 
a beautiful girl atudcnt, very nicely dressed, who presented him with a box. 
C Thia J• a homCIDade product>, ahe said. c fhey have forgotten to 
mhibit it' in the fair.> Briakly, ahe took out"'al'band-grenade - a Viet• 
_Nam hand-grenad~ - and intend~ to. hurl it at the puppet Pre!ident. 

• But the guards caught her and took her to prison. N.9thing has been 
heard of her aince. 1 • 

.. If ~ey cannot kill ~rencb fdiers, Viet-Nam wo~nd girls in 

fren~ COntrolled areas k~p a~i~e)y hetlp" g the gue'rrillu 1n ambushes. 

A. little gi~ the life of a gu illa commander from a French 
o(~r by atriking the latter's race w_ith a pointed stick. She was in1tan• 
taneoualy ahot down. Before closing he.r ey~ she aaid to her eldei: com• 

. nde: c Sister, I am going to die. Please cover my body with the Viet• 
Nam Rag>, President Ho Cm MIND once recalled thetc words with lean 
in hia eyes. 

In order to attract enemy aoldien • into the alreet, two women 
who were formerly forced to prostitution, ataged a ahem fight in front 
of 8 French garrisoi, and tore each other's c:tothes. A big crowd gathered 
round them. Viet-Nam guerrillas suddenly appeared and killed many of 
the French ~ho were buay looking at thUI scene. '{'he trick'was aucccsa• 
Cul but it· colt the lives of both· heroines, who washed out the shame 
of their-erroneoua put with their p_atriotic blood. 

- is...:. 



The apiril or ( Viet•Nant women. g,owa· more and more ......_. 
with· ever;· instanee of F~ch truelty and ~d1-
' • Those wbo live in areas tigbtl1 00n...,lled h1 the Fnneb 1,a.., now 

Adopted undergfound shelter lire to avoi4'being. captured bj French •l­
diera. These abehen are like labyrinths, and ao~mes emi,d -
a mile. They have proved impregnable llrongholds again1t

1 

..U mlll!lj ... 
attempta, including the pumping of tear gu or smoke. . 

I -._ • ,• • , 

On October 20th last year, .the first anniversary or the Union. q( Via­
Nam Women, a {reat number of women' left the enemy-oCfUpied vii~ 
to attend the m,eie:ting in the f~ zon( after covering aeveral mil~• 

In the course .of.a meeting held in the Fi-encb contr;led aiea o■ the 
third anniversary of the Augw,t R~olutiqn tbil year, women of .a;aany 
occupied villages pricke¥ut blood from their finger tips tQ_ write kaen 
to their .fellow-sisters in free zones. 

The 15th. A~guat of .. each yea;, is obaecved by Vi~-Nam w~ 
t.hroughout the countl'f as' ~ anti•terr9rism day». Women's mec:il!Dlf 
are ·held on that day, ih free zones u well u in, o~pied ~nea, where 
·participants take the vow never to forget the barbaric French auacb on 
• the lire and honour of Viet-Nam women and to avenge them with all 
their might. Collection, and auction sales ·are organiied by the local branch 
of the Union of Viet-Nam Women. Money and gifts obtained are brouglit 
to the vi~ms' houses with comforting worda from their felfow-aist.era. 1 

« Anti-terrorism day> is of great aignificarice. It eloquently exp~ 
ses the steady will ot all Viet.Nam women to live freely in &ft inde_peo­
dent country.. It reminds everyone of lhe atmosphere o! freedom an4 
democracy they 'enjoyed, befo;e the locality w~ ~occupied by, the Frend-; 
And it suggests to everyone that freedom and democracy will aoon be 
theirs again, a.s a resu~t of their effo~ which are the continuince or'~~ 
efforta of so' tnany heroines who, after TrtUNC TRAC, have fallen for the 
eawe of the Fatherland. 

~ 
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