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This is a spoech delivered on the 2nd Anniversary of the
Viét-Nam Democratic in Paris on 'hly
1047, by M. Tram-Ngoo- President of Vist-Nom

in France.

TWO YEARS' ACHIEVEMENT OF THE
VIET-NAM NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT

—_—
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INDEPENDENCE RECOVERED 'AND DEMOCRACY
lNSTITU'l‘ED

S!.’pttmba 2nd, 1945, for the first time in 80 years of
subjection, Power in Viet-Nam was restored to the Vietnamese.
For the first time in 4,000 years of history, Power in Viet-Nam
was conquered by the Viel Nlm people Indopendmee was
declared from foreign ov d Monar-
chy, and darinat was 'abolished. The motto "By the
people and for the people” became the nation’s watchword and

a Government with a wide popular basis was formed, in which
took part tepresentatives of every class of Viet-Nain society.

INTERNAL SITUATION : POLITICAL UNITY
DEMOCRACY CONSO]},IDATED (O
Adverse ci P 3 the liberation of the
South, which fell back, unf ¢ly, under colonial rule:
But throughout M%uqtry. the same reelmg prevailed : Unity

"2y Of. « Le peuple vlztnunlm et Je président Ho ». Viet-Nam
Information Service, August 1047 (Paris Bures




among all the classes to safeguard Freedom. With the Nambo
(Cochinchina) reoccupied by the French, unity became a
matter of life and death. Noloulydldwumbu'c
have even consolidated the people’s power in the foreign-domin-
ated area. Everyvhen, utholux. mlallectulh, ethnic minor-
ities, religi sects, b ical parties, trade unions
md democratic orglmunom. llnd owners of Cochinchina,
and gly united in the
common straggle for survival. The war is still going on
throughout our country, but our people -Ivnyu believe
in the triumph of their cause, which is lfn of justice ;
and the Government carry on the resistance nde by side with
social reforms and General elections were held
in January 1946 to choose a National Assembly of 400 re-
presentatives. People’s Committees also were chosen by
universal adult suffrage. A ‘onstitution has been worked out
by the Assembly (1), which ensures every citizen all democratic
rights, including private property and freedom of creed, and
which ufcgmrdu dle rights of national minorities. The poll
tax has been abolished, and * more equitable taxation system
1 d (2). Territori f have been undertaken
md villages gathered into economit units, which have reduced
their nnmbet to 1/4 in the delta, and to 1/2 in the highlands.
To maintain law and order, the police forces have been re-
and taken against piracy. Pros-
titation and gnnbhng have ben banned, and prohibition has
been decreed against opium and alcohol, although their tax-
ation yielded a considerable income.

Judiciary power has been modernized and tribunals of
different degrees have been set up. Juries now include wider
representation from the ordinary people.

- The Nationalist leaders’ devotion, the people’s enthusiasm
and whole-hearted co-operation with the Government have
helped to make good a lack of ndmmhmdva upenenee and
to cope with a \mﬁenl from
many years of foreign pati and war.

(1) Cf. "Viet-Nam, a new stage In her history”. Viet-Nam News,
June 1947, Bangkok.

(2) Cf. "One youot Revolutionary achievement”. Viet-Nam News,
October 1946, Bangko!
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FOREIGN RELATIONS. — TREATY WITH
FRANCE. — ENCROACHMENTS BY FRENCH
REPRESENTATIVES. — SYMPATHETIC ATTITUDE
OF ASIATIC NATIONS

We have regained our nationhood, we have proudly resu
ed thg ancient name Viet-Nam, as a symbol of our Unity lnd
Independence. Despite what happened afterwards, the Pre-
liminary Convention of March 6th which we signed with
France did recognise Viet-Nam as a free stase. Despite the
colonialists’ ill-faith’ and relmunec to abide by the arrange-
ments, we have scored-a id gain in the i
field. The Dalat Cofiference in April 1946, the Fontain®blean
conversations in July 1946 failed, as you know. For the French
colonialists were playing for time, and had not the slightest
desire to come to terms with us, Nevertheless, President Ho-
Chi-Minh concluded with France an aceord which, if it had been
loyally carried out, would have brought the two parties closer
instead of embittering the'conflict between them.

A series of encroachments on the Modus Vivendi of Sept-
ember 14th 1946 and the Convention of March 6th brought the
crisis to a liead on December 19th, 1946, and it deteriorated
into a hvuthung guerrilla war,

Although the Frentch ives in Viet-Nam have
done their best to make out that it was the Vietnamese who
started the fighting, it is obvious that we were not in g position
to do so. The world is aware of this, and much sympathy has
been paid to Viet-Nam in every country. No diplomatic re-
cognition has been made by the Big Powers, but their relations
with our country remain friendly and sympathetic. Our intér
course with the Asiatic countries and those who are still under

lonial rule is, d dably enou; peruded with the
most hearty esteem and solidari
given to lhe Vlet-an Jelegnnon in New Délhi dnrlng the
even d the ion of foreign
observers md brought home to them that from now on, no
country in self-conscious Asia will be isolat®d in its fight for
freedom. The struggle of Viet-Nam is no more the concern
of Viet-Nam alone ; it is only one issue in the whole Asian
struggle for freedom and national survival.
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INDEPENDENCE SAFEGUARDED : AN ARMY
CREATED, GUERILLAS BETTER ORGANIZED

Asin is well aware of that, and so are qur people. This
deep i must garded as one of the main factors
which,in a few months, brought into being a people’s army in
Viet-Nam. (1)

Before December 19th, 1946, there existed in the North a
well organized army which was inferior to that of the occupants
only in small details. A rigorous training kept them in shape,
and a military school was opened to form fresh officers. In
the South, our tompatriots, having gone through a terrible
ordeal, were at the outset rather disorganised. Lack of prepar-
edness and political education, lack of offi lack of ex-
perience, equipment, and even of troops soon caused them to
give up their early tactics and to acquire a better knowledge
of guerilla warfare and scorched earth tactics. The results
were that out of 21 provinces, 20 remained under our control.

Since December 19th, 1946, our armies in the South have
become better organized and have been able to give full scope
to their ability. At a great cost of lives and equipment, the
French troops have gained control only of the big cities, while
nearly all the country is still in our hands. And even in the
French lled towne, ity does not exist. To go out
of town, without escort, to take a walk at night in the cities’
streets is a very peril d Aml and surpri
attacks ceaselessly threaten French patrols and detachments.
The Northern Front did relieve the Southern, and at the same
time thd Cochinchi fnete hened by the
tough resi of their P of Tonkin and Annam.
There, after 6 months of fierce fighting, the same situation
evolved for the French as in the Nambo. No security any-
where, they even had to pull out of Ninh Binh, Thai Binh,
Hung Yén, Fu Ly, Hoa Binh. In the Centre, only Hué, Quang
Tri, Da Nang, Faifoo, Tourane have fallen to our adversaries.
In defending Hanoi, Haiphong, Haid: Kien An, Namdinh
and Thanhhoa, our youth written glorious pages of Viet-
Nam history with their blood, (1). ' Their enthusiasm and

(1) See "One year of Revolutionary achievement”. Viet-Nam News,
October 1948, Bangkok.
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devotion have filled our adversaries with admiration, It is not
rare to find that in their orders of the day, French commanders
quote the courage of our troops as examples for their own.
Our youth have responded warmly to the nation’s call for
“cadres” and two classes of instructors already graduated from
the Military School for Progressive Youth, on February 1st and
27th, 1947, Our army is a people’s army. It sprang from the
depths of the masses; Its members are well aware that the
reason of its exi is to safeguard the Viet-Nam people’s
independence and their very life, which are also every soldier’s
independence and every soldier’s life. The co-operation of such
an army and the people is so thorough that the French military
authorities in Viet-Nam profess their inability to discriminate a
peasant from a guerilléro. Such a solidarity considerably height-
ens our army’s efficiency, ncy, not onl'iin its defence tasks, but in
i s to the i ducti

paign for p

its to the
and the drive against illiteracy.

FRENCH TROOPS CHECKED

The colonialists did not reckon with our people's deep
‘consciousness, their will to survive and their endurance. The
effect of such a surprise has been very beneficial for us. It
has certainly not been the least of the French troubles in Viet-
Nam., It hab undoubtedly disheartened the soldiers of the
French Expeditionary Corps. For many of them thought the
war against Viet-Nam was a matter of weeks ; some of them
believed they were to fight the Japanese instead of a freedom-
loving people; It is why a good many of them deserted to our
ranks and why the Malgash, Moroccan and Senegalese troops
demonstrated against the war in our country. Their enlighten-
ed French comrades also distributed leaflets urging the cese-
ation of hostilities and their own repatriation.

Their dejection, taused by the climate, diseases and nos-
talgia, is aggravated by the heavy casuslties they have sustain-
ed. Twenty months of fighting in th South and six in the
North have cost the French more than 16,000 lives. Such
losses are alarmingly hi deplorable at ‘3/time when man-
power-is direly needed for France's econo; ‘ recovery.

(1) See « 6 mols d’'opérations militaires au Viet-Nam ». Viet-Nam
Information Service, July 1047 (Paris Bureau).
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EFFECTS OF WAR ON ECONOMY (»
It is clear that the present conflict not omly hampers

French economy but also that it puts a brake on our own. -

Cochinchina's annual rice surplus in peace time was more than
1,500,000 tons for export. Its pre-war rubber output amount-
ed to 75,000 tons. Since 1945, some 150,000 tons of rice and
15,000 tons of rubber are now available for foreign trade. This
year, most of the rice surplus is kept for home consumption.
!nTonhn,producuonol‘eodnn!oz,mMOlmnyur,
1,720,000 of which were exported. Only 250,000 tons have been
extracted in 1946. Most of the mines are now derelict, though
the French colonialists are using forceful methods to recruit
man power. The fierce fighting and savage reprisals expected
nnmchnbloodywarnecemlnlymmdtﬁmnmwhhhth
can work effi heless, great efforts
have been made to feed the comblum- and the people who
used to suffer from malnutrition even in peace time. We do
not want to see the recurrence of the frightful famine of 1944-
45, which cost the lives of 2,000,000 of our compatriots. Floods
and rice requisitions by the Japanese and the French colonial-
ists were the causes of such a catastrophe,

CARE OF DYKES

Special attention must be given to the care of dykes, which
required no less than 1,500,000 working days from
1945 to April 1946. One hundred and fifty breaches have
been filled, 661,000 yards of dykes in 12 northern provinces
and the River Day dam repaired. In all, 13,000,000 piastres
were cxpcnded, 1900,000 cubic metres of soil excavated. As
for ilroad has been mpened. 15 rail-
mdb‘ndguomolthel‘l‘ lished th have
been repaired, as well as 24 sections of the 2,000 kilometre
Nntiond Road, the mileage of which amounted to 250 and on
which there were 45 bridges.

(1) Cf. "Viet-Nam's Campaign for Pmdutunn" Viet-Nam Informa-
tion Service, July 19047 (Paris Bureau)
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Ampm‘ummhnbmemmdwmregudlodw
dykes. 15 miles of new dykes were built just after the Red
River basin floods ; 3,000,000 working days were needed to
remove 2,000,000 cnlne metres of soil. With the advance of
the Frentch troops causing as much concern as the steadily ris-
mgmmrkoflhnedkxver.avuyulhmmmtlnokaﬁu
its own section of dykes, in P with the
troope.

INCREASED PRODUCTION

Until the general fighting of December 1946, some remark-
able results were obtained by the operation of the plan for
increased production. In under one year of effort, the acreage
under rice expanded 1:5%times, that under sweet potato 3 times,
and the acreage under maize 5 times. The sweet potato crop
was quintupled and-the maize production quadrupled. Pro-
ducers’ and consumers” co-opennvu have been set up through-
out the tountry, particularly in the Trung Bo. A Bank of
Commerce and Industry has been functioning for the benefit
of handicrafts and home ind

Since the confli ded ditions have undergone a
great change. E blems have b more 1
because of the ‘new amuhon. whihh has claimed more effort
and : the of 3,000,000 refugees, the
plmdlmg out of production zones where they can help most.
An -ppropn-non of 1,000,000 pumu has been voted for the

of lict and 1 d lands. A credit of

30,000,000 piastres has been lent to agriculturists and craftsmen.
By a decree dated March Znd 1947, the density of the over-
populated areas must be reduced by 50 %, and the screage

under grain i d. It allotted 3 h of

fallow lands to every citiven over 18 yesrs of age, provided

he makes appropriste use of it ; this lajd will become his
mpaty-furaperiodoflwnyun. As a result of this mea-

mm,rheunhwhehgeﬁmnpdmmthahlghlmdaofTon-
kin. The yield of the y foodstuffs has
ed at its former level ; the production of maniéc has doubled.




FINANCIAL SITUATION

Such éxpenditures, together with those for the war, have
made a heavy drain on our finances which are very low. When
the Government took office, the Treasury deficit amounted to
185,000,000 piastres, and the national debt to 564,000,000
plutn-. There was only 1,230000 pxuuu. left, in currency,

000 notes. The tax-collect-
ing pmod had l]ready pnsed and trade stoppage deprived the
budget of a main source of revenue which used to make up
3/4 of the yearly income of all Indochis The
of the poll tax, the ban on opium and spirits entailed a loss
of 3/4 of the previous direct general revenues and 60,000,000
piastres respectively. The bank note circulation had increased
from 25 millions in 1944 to 2,500 millions in 1945. What
made the situation worse was the existence of Chinese currency
notes in our country and the repudiation by the Bank of
Indochina of the 500 piastres note which it had itself issued.
To meet the crisis, the Government have done what they can
to cut their expenses by appealing to the spirit of self-denial
of the troops and functionaries, A more equitable taxation has
been enforced, and the system of "Exveptional Voluntary
Contribution to National Defence”” and of public subseriptions
has proved to be quite efficient. Tribute must be paid to the
people’s self-sacrifice and end to the G of -
ficials of all ranks who often work without salaries.

DRIVE AGAINST ILLITERACY

The ghost of famine has been conjured away. But much
remains to be done to wipe out illiteracy, a _sore ld'l behind
by coloniali It was obvious that no
mldbemmmtedmawmlrymthnhghnpmupol
illiterates as ours, where in the of that
:dd tbe present dmmntnes. knowledge of tho hueu u mh.

tommnmmdhei;lnenthemlaupimdm 'l'be
Government have had to overcome many obstacles of all kinds:

(1) 8ee "Viet-Nam's Struggle uthul Illltarlcr' Viet-Nam Infor-
mation Service, July 1847 (Paris Bureau)

n.huruge of school materials, lack of teachers and, worst of all,

ial difficulti 750,000 hers were needed, whereas
no more than 300,000 were alel-h]e 180,000,000 piastres
was the esti of the req di for the applic-
ation of the programme. It repruen!ed a burden impossible
for our treasury to bear. However, the number of people who
received education from 1945 to 1947, in 60,000 courses run by
80,000 voluntary teachers, totalled 2,000,000. The scheme has
been parried out even after December 1946. From January
1947 to April 1947, in 18 cities of the four fighting zones in
the Bae Bo, 57 training courses have formed 2,055 teachers.
They and their 17,823 elder colleagues have taken over 13,512
public tourses and 1,520 home schools. 315,610 pupils, mainly
adults, passed their exit examinations successfully.

In the Nlmbo,'{hm are in every zone about 600 teachers
working day and night teaching our compatriots how to read
and write. Every literate youth is in tharge of 5 illiterate fami-
lies. From December 1946 to January 1947, that is, in two
months’ time, more than 46,000 people have been :Iemenlnnly
educated, even in the French
front has been created in our all-out ﬁg!n -gunst oolonulum.
To this effect, a Cultural Institute of the Resistance came into
being in the South, under the leadership of a Vietnamese
writer well known in Paris literary circles.

In the North, literary enjoy an i 1
ity and from our young poets flowed in enthusiastic entries
which mainly extolled the inspiring spirit of resistance of our
people and ‘the courage of our combatants,

SOCIAL REFORMS

Not enough social reforms, w zoﬂnnncly. ‘have been

brought about, because of the war. rtheless, our workers;
as well as our women-and children, are, from now on, protected
by fair lognlauon Allowances to the pooLh-vc been grant-
ed, though the State Treasury finds itself in a very bad con-
dition, The care for the veterans and the %nnded is no easy
1ask, but so far the Government have done their utmost to
discharge it successfully,
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In!haprelmtdrcnmtu‘eel.wzmmuy.ndzhm;bit
ic.onrtuhmonrwh&lmhdymy,whﬂewmudmu
to fulfill them are few and small, In no way, however, is it a

pair, We have tided over many and many diffi-
culties at the same time that we have had to defend our freed-
om against an ad: y far superior in gth and equip-
ment,
Thereianonnmwbahmuwhynuhlllnmandn.m
peaeehuhomrutond,ourﬁnnl-imaof:lndtpmdm
Freedom, Happiness.
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE

INDO-CHINA, Union of Democratic Control, London, Februa-
ry, 1947, ~

FACTUAL RECORDS OF THE VIET-NAM AUGUST REVO-
LUTION, Viée-Nam Cultural Association for National
Liberation, Hanoi, September 1946,

VIET-NAM — REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE, Office
dInformation de la République Démocratique du Viér-
Nam. Hanoi, 1946,

COMMENT LA REVOLUTION A TRIOMPHE DE LA FA-
MINE. Office d'Information de la République du Viét-
Nam. Hanoi, 1946.

LES ELECTIONSLGENERALES ET L’ASSEMBLEE NATIO-
NALE CONSTITUANTE VIETNAMIENNE. Office
@Inforination de la République Démocratique du Viér-
Nam. Hanoi, 1946,

MESSAGES, Office dInformation de la République Démocra-
tique du Viée-Nam, Hanoi 1946,

DEUX VICTOIRES DE LA REVOLUTION VIETNAMIEN.
NE. Service d'Information de la République Démocra-
tique du Viét-Nam, Bureau de Paris, mai 1946.

LETTRE AUX AMIS D'HANOL M. et Y. Behard, ex-profes-
seurs au Lycée Albert-Sarraut, Hano. [




PROGRAMME DU VIET-MINH. Délégation Générale des
& Paris, Paris, 1945,

LE VIET-NAM — LA PLUS JEUNE REPUBLIQUE DEMO-
CRATIQUE D’EXTREME-ORIENT, Association Fran-
ce-Viét-Nam, Paris.

DISCOURS DE M. PHAM-VAN-DONG. Service d'Informa-
tion de la République Démocratique du Viét-Nam, Bu-
reau de Paris, juillet 1946.

LE PRESIDENT HO-CHI-MINH. Service d'Information de la
République du Viét-Nam, Bureau de Paris, mai 1947.

CONTRIBUTION DU VIET-NAM A LA GUERRE 19141918
AUX COTES DE LA FRANCE. Service d'Information
de la République Démocratique du Viét-Nam. Bureau
de Paris, mai 1947,

SUR UNE LETTRE OUVERTE A M. BOLLAERT. Service
dInformation de la Ripbhque Démocratique du Viés-
Nam Bureau de Paris, mai 1947.

LE PEUPLE VIETNAMIEN ET LE PRESIDENT HO-CHI-
MINH, Service dInformation, Bureau de Paris, juin
1947,

MESSAGES DE PAIX ADRESSES PAR LE PRESIDENT
HO-CHILMINH AU PEUPLE ET AU GOUVERNE-
MENT FRANCAIS. Service Jlulormwum. Bureau de
Paris, juillet 1947.
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