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““THE' PEACE"MOVEMENT
“IN “VIETNAM

] )
. (Excerpts from Repors by Dr, Le Dinh Tham,
Chairman of Mietnam. Peace Commitsee, to Vietnanm
- People’s Peacé ' Congress; August 16th, 1958)

1."—"SOME 'FEATURES OF THE PEACE
MOVEMENT IN VIETNAM DURING
THE RESISTANCE WAR

During , the Resistance war, the Vietnamese

people saw their heroic fight against French and
American, imperiahst aggression as an actiye and
gssential means of safeguarding world peace. All
the armymen who sacrificed life and blood on the
battlefields; all the;yolunteer porters who day and
night, carried their heavy loads over mountains
and plains 'to supply ‘the front; all the civilians
Wwho sufféred hardships “of all kinds' and strdined
every nétve to' produce for they front ‘and fulfil the
tasks of the rear;all of them, irrespective of sex or
age, kngw' that i their different’ whys: they were,
as President. Ho| Chi, Minh put.it, Ystriking at the
roots;-of, imperialist. . war_and coutl-ibuting to the
preservation. of peace/,




Even ‘while the Resistance war still raged, our
people joined directly in the world peace move-
ment, and warmly upheld all its initiatives. The
Vietfia. Reuce Copimtittea was founded jn- mid-
1950; many peace conferences were organized on a
national scale in fhe warljears. Dedpite difficulties
in transport and nication, Vietnamese
delegates were present at all international peace
conferences and carried back their message to the
Vietnamese people, even in the enemy-held
regions. All these resolutions were courageously
implemented by our fellow-citizens !, Five million
signatures were  collected in Vietnam to the 1950
Stockholm Appeal against atomic bombs. A million
signatures to the 1950- Berlin Appeal for a Five
Powers Peace Pact were collected in enemy-held
areas among guerrilla fighters and’ civilians ‘who,
arms in hands, were''defending their villages and
hamlets against enémy ‘mopping-up 'operations.
Even in the free zones, signatures were collected
at enormous risk, often’' ‘enough during 'brief
intervals between two air raids.

The various ‘activities, of the peace movement
in Vietnam during the patriotic war helped the
noble fight of the Vietnamese people, and at the
same time; won unanimous, approval and .strong
support from peace-loving peoples the world over.

From its inception, the world peace movement
never failed at its various meetings to condemn the
aggressive war waged by the imperialists against
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the Vi people; .to. demand. an, end to, this
war, and | universal . recognition  of the might, to
independ of. the . peopl of _Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos. We take this opportunity. of
re-affirming our deep feeling and profound grati-
tude toward the peace:loving peoples of the world
for their noble intérnational solidarity.

We 'may  say without  exaggeration that  the
peace ‘movement .in Viétnam and . the iworld peace
e€ssfull bined their efforts in

the common fight against the French and American
imperialist aggressors, and effectively contributed
to bringing . the  Vietnamese  people’s  resistance
to a glorious end — to.the. historic victory at Dien
Bien Phu, and the successful: Geneva Conference.

Il. %" THE' SITUATION IN VIETNAM
IN, THE LAST FOUR YEARS

The Geneva Agreemeénts signed on July 20, 1954

marked a turning-point in the long strugglé’ of the
Vietiamesé people for independ and peice.

'These -agr recognize the independence,
sovereignty, -unity and territorial integrity of Viet-
nam, Cambodig and Laos. They ot only re-€stablish-
ed peace in.Indochina, but provided. for/ prevention
of the,precurrence..of 'war; 1and . for' negotiations
and/general elections, with .a, view/ to- reunifying
Vietnam, | |




'Hivitig’ fafled in"tHeir 'attempes to sabotage the
Généva Coriferente; the American imperialists have
sitice’ made all-out' effoits to sabotage the  irple-

ion of ‘the' 'Geneva ‘Agreements, “oven: to
annol thenm. 2354 IR

About a month .after the conclusion of the
Geneva Agreements, they set up the South-East
Asia tréaty organisation ‘and ] dthe inclu-
sion of South*Vietnam in the “pr ion  zone’ of
that bloc: They interfered even more brazenly in
South Vietnam, ousting the French ¢olonialists and
creating the Ngo Dinh'Diem Administration as their

tool for-sabotaging the peace and- reunificatioh of °

Viethdtn, and for turning' South Vietnam into an
Ameriean colony and military base. f

In complete contravention of the Geneva
Agreements, the U.S.-Ngo Dinh piem «clique has set
up a separate State in_South Vietnam,  trampled
upon democratic #iberties, suppressed the peace
moyement, of the twin, cities of Saiggq-cholon,
crushed the religious sgots, whipped up ‘campaigns
of d iation  of cor ists’, and_taken )v;iﬁé-
spread reprisals ‘against former partisans of the
resistance dnd all patriatic and peace=loving ptople
in ‘South Vietnam. : So-called- U.S/  sconomic: -nid*
has drained SouthoVietddm of its rich  Fesources and
condentitied the péople td'al hard 1ife: In‘violation/of
the militaty clausés:of the Geneva ‘Agreements; the
UL'S. imperinlists ‘are ‘éxpanding the South: Viet=
nam army, placing training and all military ‘affairs

under American officérs' command ; they are/enlarg-
ing' their ‘military ‘bases: and  building new: ones,
bringing ‘more and miote U.S. military personnel,
arms, munitions and war materials into South Viet-
namp. Recently, the Ngo Dinh Diem Administration
illegally claimed the right to replace by Ameri-
can arms those taken out by the French' troops
during their withdrawal from South Vietnam. It is
a matter of regret that the International Commission
which has effectively contributed to: the consolida-
tion of peace in Vietnam, has now decided to give
satisfaction ‘to this unlawful-demand in contradie-
tion' to ‘the fundamental principles 'of the Geneva
Agreements. 1

The plot of the U.S. — Diem clique against
peace in Indochina and South-East Asia is
clearly demonstrated by their repeated dries about
“filling in the Ben Hai river’ and “marching North-
wiirds”, by ' their provocations 'and attacks on the
Cambodian 'borders, their feverish efforts to turn
South'Vietnain into a fully-fledged member  of
SEATO. ' J J

‘Their aim to perpetuate the division of Viet-
nam is revealed by Ngo Dinh Diem’s absurd state-
ment. that' he’ is not bound by the Geneva Agree-
ments, by his rep d refusals(to di avith the
Government of the Vietnam Democratic Republic
the questions bfg al elections, national reunifi-
cation;bilaterali reduction  of ‘armiedl fforces, and
trade 'exchanges, i o b




The deslgns of the U.S,- Dlem chqu and their
activities in South Vi peace.
The U. S. policy of intervention, m South Vuemm
is the'/main’ obstacle to the lidation, of peace
and the reunification of our country.

That is one autstanding feature of ‘the develop-
ments in our country over the 1ast four years.

‘1o “Another 'feature of  the  utmost. importance, is
that North Vietnam has embarked on) the road to
socialism/. Completely | liberated/ from imperialist
dommntlon and feudal exploitation, 'North Vietnam
has successfully restored its economy and set itself
the task of adwmung gradually towards socialism
by well-planned economic and cultural develop-
ment.

'2
Soccalist construction in North Vietnam: aims

at buailding an  equitable socie!y, a | strong, and
prosperous nation. It cannot in Any, way create any
obstacle to aur people’s struggle for, the, consolidar
tion of peace and.natiopal  reunification, quite the
opposite. It will have a good influence on the moye-
ment for national unity among our fellow- -citizens
ln South thn'un

‘Socialist umstructlon wnll make North Vietnam
progressively stronger; it wilkincrease the material
and moral resources of; our /people; increase the
strength of the socialist camp and of the peace forces
of the worldu It will. create. favourable. .conditions
for carrying our struggle for unity to a/victorious
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end, \freeing: the Southern part of our country. of
American domination, sthus, contribnting to the pre-
servation.of peace in South-East Asia and the world,

* 1L — 'THE'PEACE 'MOVEMENT
lN VIETNAM S‘lNCE THE RESTORATION
OF PEACE

Our 'people aré all the miore attiched to peace
because they have sufferéd the Hardship and sorrow
of fifteen years of war, The peace moyement in Viet-
nam is.a ional /moy We, defend peace in
many ways: by upholding all initiatives of the world
peace movement, supporting the national liberation

, Str hening our bonds of friendship
with all pcoples, “and also by speeding up our cons-
truction in ‘all fields, and fighting for national reuni-
fication.

Since ‘the ‘restoration of peace we have been
taking an even more active part in the movement
of the peoples of the world for peace and national
independence.

ln 1955, in response to the Vienna Appeal, our

1 hed .an active paign for the collec*
non of signatures demanding a ban op atomic weap-
ons.. In/North Vigtnam, alone, jve collec(ed over
6,500,000 si res. The paigns for disar t
and a-ban ofi nuclear weapons contin n)led in the last
few years with the, fruitful cooperation’ of all political
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paruas mass orgamsuhons, and of all strata of the

tion. The Viet Women's Union and the
Vietnimese Mothers® Union ' made important contri-
butions to these campaigns.

The Vietnamese, people have warmly welcomed
and; fully ;supported all, peace .initiatives taken by
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, We
attached particular importance to the unilateral-
suspension of nuclear tests by the Soviet Union, and
Joint Sino-Soviet Statement of August 3, 1958,

Representatives of the Vietnamese ‘people have
participated ih variots peace conférénces and other
international cornférénces working for peace ani
national mdcpendence ) I

The  Vietnamese. people, who haye waged a
relentless struggle, against colonialism and for
their national liberation, are now fighting against the
American imperialists for national reunification, and
deeply sympathizg with the struggle of all peoples
for independence, unity and territorial integrity. We
support the Korean and German peoples” struggles
for national reunification; we support the liberation
of Taiwan by the Chinese people, the restitution
of Goa to India, of West Irian to Indonesia, and
the suppression of the rebels by the Indonesian
Government and people, Our deepest sympathy goes
to our Algerian brother$ and ‘many campaigns of
support for them 'have ‘been successfully launched.
In one ‘campaign, ‘which ‘started ' on' March- 30, 1958;
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on the occasion of the Algerian Solidarity Day ob-
served throughout Asia and Africa, the Vietnamese
people orgapized 1,446 meetings with the participa-
tion of over, 440,000 people and collected more than
150 million dongs (about 15 million French francs)
for the Algerian Solidarity Funds. Our people have
strenuously condemned the 'imperialist intervention
and | aggression{a,against Egypt, Syria, Indonesia,
Lebanon and Jorfdan. Weé organized meetings attend-
ed by tens of thousands of people to voice our
support for the Egyptian people. Meetings and
demonstrations protesting against American and
British'aggression and supporting the Middle-East
peoples were attended by hundreds of thousands of
people.

Our peaceful environment has allowed us to
strengthen our ties of friendship with all peopl
We have ‘invited many foreign delegations to visit
our country, and have sent our own delegations on
friendly visits to other countries. The visits paid by
President Ho Chi Minh and governmeptal-ind par-
liamentary delegations of the Vietnam Democratic
Republic to the socialist countries, India and
Burma have further consolidated the friendship
between our people and the pegples of these coun-
tries.  Exchanges of letters an§ publications with
foreign countries-have notably increased. Each year
the cultural anniversaries proposed by the World
Peace Council are celebrated with the active
participation of the Vietnam Wn:erq an Artists’
Union, Hanoi University and various colleges.

-




Olir‘people fully’ endorse he fveprineiples of
peateful coéxistente 'and actively ‘suppore the
establiShimént ‘of diplomatic, cultural andeconomic
rélations Between the Vietnam Démocratic Republic
and all countries.

Another aspect of our, people’s struggle in defence
of peace is socialist. construction in North iptnam.
Three. years after the restoration, of peace, yve haye
in the imain, achieved land, reform; restored the
economy and made initial progress in cultural
‘development, Under the clearsighted leadership, of
the ' Vietnam Lao Dong Party, the, Government. of
the Vietnam Remocratic Republic and President Ho
Chi Minh, with the unselfish and generous .aid, of
the Soviet Union, China and other socialist countries,
our people havesuccessfully ' healed 'the “Wounds
of war and’ graduilly raiséd their living ‘Standards,

in spite of serious difficulties. This incontrovertibly
proves the superiority of our political regime.

On the basis of these achievements we this year
enter the period of planned construction with a new
spirit — that of socialist emulation — full of love for
our Fatherland and our regime.

- 'While competing with each other in socialist
construction in' North Vietnam, our people all over
the country have been actively striving for the
cotréct impl ioni of ‘the G Agr 9
for the strengthéning 'of peace and the achievemefit
of 'ndtiShal reunification. The Government and
pedple of the Vietnam Demotratic Repiiblié consider
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the ‘conclusion of the: Geneva' Agreements as a'great
victory'' for “the Vietnamese 'revolution and world
peace. That is why they have been correctly and
strictly implementing all the clauses of these
Agreements. Despite many difficulties, the regroup-
ment and . transfer of our armed forces were
successfully carried out within the time-limit
prescribed. All reports by the International Com-
mission of Superyision and Control recognize that
North Vietnam f';:-; brought in no new arms, war
materials .or military personnel ; that it has allowed
no foreign power to set up military bases on its
soil;, that it adheres to the policy of no military
bloe and has strictly observed all regulations
congerning the, demilitarized zone. Only 21.2 per
cent of its 1957 budget, and 20.2 per cent of its 1958
budget, went on defence spending. The Government
of the Vietnam Democratic Republic reduced its
armeéd! forces by 80,000 men in 1958, it is examining
the possibilities of further reductions and has turned
a part of its armed forces into production units. It
has time and' again proposed to the South Vietnam
authorities to hold a consultative conference to
discuss general elections, national reunification and
normalization of relations, between the two zones.
In its note of March 7, 1958, it orice again proposed
an’early meeting between the competent authorities
of the tWo 'zones to-discuss the bilaterdl reduction
of armed ! forces and’td" explore ways And means to
biing about commercidl ‘éxéhanges. This' has been

'followel by firthér proposals for cultural excharnges,
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exchanges of letters and. telegrams, exchanges of
delegations, and free circulation between the two
rones.

The "whole Vietnamese ‘people’ from North ‘to
South warmly approve and 'strongly support the
policy followed by the Government of the Vietnam
Democratic Republic aimed at consolidating peace
and achieving unity on 'the basis of the Geneva
Agreements. The programme of the Vietnam Father-
land Front has rallied all the Vietnamese people in
the struggle for a peaceful, reunified, independent,
democratic and prosperous Vietnam. They gave
an enthusiastic response to the Appeal of July 20,
1958 by the Fatherland Front, and resolutely fight
against the U.S. interventionists, for the socialist
construction of North Vietnam and for national
reunification.

During the last four years, millions of Viet-

namese people in the North, the South and abroad
took a hand in the courageous and stubborn strug-
gle against U.S. intervention in South Vietnam,
urging respect of the Geneva Agreements by the U.S.
and the Ngo Dinh Diem Administration, Our citi-
#ens in the South have to wage:a daily fight against
the U.S. — Diem clique. After the restoration of
peace in 1954, a peace movement began in the twin
cities of Saigon-Cholon, and grew rapidly in an
active struggle for peace and unity, for the.correct
implementation of the. Geneva Agreements. This mo-
vement was warmly supported by our brothers and
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sisters irvthe South. When' the U.S. — Diem clique
struck down the movement and arrested and jailed
its partisans, a wave of angry protest swept the coun-
try. The struggle of the whole Vietnamese people
compelled the U.Si— Diem clique to release most
of the imprisoned patriots, but some arestill in cus-
tody in South Central Vietnam. The Saigon-Cholon
peace movement was followed by other movements
successively launched by the workers, peasants,
intellectuals and students; by other strata of the
working pegple and by people forcibly evacuated
from the North to the South; by religious circles,
and even by soldiers and officers of the South Viet-
nanv Army. These s have d strated
the heroic fighting spirit of our fellow-citizens in
the South who are united in the common fight against
political 'oppression and terror, against exploitation
and poverty, against U,S. ‘economic aid’, forcible
conscription and war preparations, for better living
conditions ‘and' fundamental human rights, for the
realization of the Fatherland Front Programme and
the implementation of the proposals put forth by the
Vietnam Democratic Republic concerning the’ hold-
ing of the Consultative Conference and general
election. Although they are barbarously repressed
by the South Vietnam Administration, our fellow-
citizens are still waging a resoluté fight against the
US. — Diem clique, upholding the cause of peace
and national unity-to the end. '

In our hard struggle for the correcg’:mplement.a—
tion of 'the GenevaAgr s, for the li

ion
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of peace and for national  reunification, we enjoy
the approval and support of all peace-loving people
the world over. They  have raised  their voices
in favour: of our causeat all the meetings of the
world peace movement, and lat many other interna-
tional conferences, especially at the 4955 Helsinki
Peace Assembly, the 1957 ' Afro-Asidn  Solidarity
Conference in'Cairo and at the recent Congress for
Disarmament ' and International "' Cooperation’ 'in
Stockholm. The peoples of Asia, ‘Africa and ' the
world have severely condémned U.S. intervention in
South Vietnam and 'havé firmly demanded full
implementation of the Geneva Agreements ' and
negotiations for the peaceful reunification of Viet-
nam.

The valuable support of the peoples of the world
for our just cause fills us with enthusiasm. We are
not alone in our struggle for peace and unity. Our
struggle is closely linked with that of the-peoples
of Asia, Africa and the world for peace and national
independence. Though it is hard and difficult, it will
surely come to a victorious end. The U.S. — Diem
clique cannot annul the Geneva Agreements which
have received full recognition by all peoples
-throughout the world.

The Geneva Agr ning Cambodi
and Laos have been implemented. We hail the reuni-
fication of Laos and welcome the policy of neutrality
and peace’ followed by the: Royal Cambodian
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Government led by Premier Sihanouk. The Geneva
Agreements concerning Vietnam should also be
fully implemented. Vietnam should be reunified.

IV. — PRESENT TASKS
OF THE VIETNAM PEACE MOVEMENT

At the present time, the peace forces of the
world, backed by the socialist camp, have grown
powerful; the natighal liberation movement is gather-
ing momentum. However the American imperialists,
in the pursuance of their selfish interests, still cling
to their warlike, aggressive schemes. They are
making frantic attempts to smash the peoples who
are heroically rising up for independence and
freedom, to kindle local wars and to prepare an
atomic, war. They are interfering more and more
actively in South Vietnam, and together with
theijr henchmen are wrecking the peace and unity
of Vietnam. Meanwhile, in. North Vietnam we
have successfully restored our economy and begun
our three-year plan of further advance along the
road to socialism. In'this situation what are the
tasks of the peace movement in Vietnam?

President Ho Chi Minh's message to the
Vietnamese People’'s Peace Congress has clearly
defined them : :

i d
On the national level, the Vietnam Peace
Movement will: “actively  carry. out’ thé policies
formuldted by the Vietnam Lao Dong Party, the
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Vietnam' 'National ‘Assembly, the Government of
the Vietnam “Democratic Republic' and ‘the' Viet~
nam Fatherland Front; ‘it 'will carry on the fight
against U.S. intervention in South Vietnam, for the
full implementation of the Geneva Agreements and
national reunification ; it will contribute to mobi-
lizing the Vietnamese people into the emulation,
drive to make North Vietnam strong and prespe-
rous. The following are, its concrete tasks:

1. — To fight against U.S. intervention in South
Vietnam;

— Against the bringing of foreign military
personnel, arms, munitions and war materials into
South Vietnam ;

— Against forcible conscription in South Viet-
nam and for a bilateral reduction of the armed
forces of the two zones;

—'Against the setting-up of new military bases
in South Vietnand;

— Against U.S. ‘economic aid’, against U.S, —
Diem oppression and, exploitation ; for the impro-
vement of the living conditions of the people in
South Vietnam. ut

— Against decadent U.S. culture which fosters.
war - mindness. ' e

.20+ To fight forithe full im?lementation of the:
Géneya Agreerhents, i fieviod

— Against the violations of the Geneva Agree-
mients by 'the U.S. — Diem clique;

ot Against the repression of patriotic and peace
movements in South Vietnam ; for the respect of
democratic liberties';

— For the normalization of relations between
the North and ghie South; for commercial, cultural,
postal exchanges, and free circulation between the
two zones ;

— For the holding of the consultative confe-
rence ‘to discuss general elections and national
reunification.

3. — To mobilize the people for the construction
of North Vietnam.

The_Vietnam Peace Movement will contribute
to' mobilizing the people in the'emulation drive for
‘greater quantity, speed, quality and lower costs’
in production; to urge the people to carry qut their
daily work, and to overfulfil the state plan, with a
view to increasing production, developing economy
and culture, advancing towards socialism, making
North Vietnam strong and prosperous. This will
provide aisolid foandation for ot)r struggle toreunify
our Fatherland and conttibute to the, preservation
of world peace; 7~ !

7]
~Irternationally, the Viétnam Pdace Movement
will continue to take part'th the world peace move-
ment, to support the national liberation movemént
and strengthen friendship with all peaples;
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The resolution of the 1957 Caira Conference and
the Stockholm = Congress. for Disarmameat  and
International Cooperation, the Moscow Peace Mani-
festo and the recent Sino-Soviet Joint Statement
have clearly formulated the lines and purposes of
the struggle of all peace forces throughout the
world. These have been warnily endorsed by our
people and the peoples of the world.

Here are the concrete tasks of the peace
movement_ in Vietnam :

1. — To join in the world peace movement;

— Against the arms drive, for disarmament talks;

— For the cessation of nuclear tests, for a_ban
on atomic and hydrogen weapons ; ;

— For the liquidation of all military blocs and
all military, bases on foreign soil ;

— Against the militarization' of Western Ger-
manyy for the establishmént of an ‘atom-free zone
in Central Europe and in Asia;

— For a General Sécurity Pact;

— For the.implementation of the five.principles
of peaceful coexistence, the settlement of interna-~
tional disputes by peaceful means, . and/ broad
economic and cultu_ral »coqperation "nmong all
peoples based on the pfipgiple of equality and mu-
tual benefit. Sagaa .

As emergency measures we demand:
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="'A"'peaceful 'settlenient of the Middle East
problem; the immediate withdrawal of U.S. and
British troops.from Lebanon and Jordan;
— Al) end to all 'nuclear tests;

— A summit Conference to solve urgent inter-
national problems and ease international 'tension.

2.°="To support the ‘movement for national
independ and all m s for unity and
territorial integrity :

— To support the brother Algerian people in
their resistance war against the French colonialists,
for national independence ;

. _— To support the peoples of Leb . Jordan,
Irak, the United Arab Republic, and other Arab
countries in their struggle against the U.S. and Bri-
tish aggressors in defence of national independence ;

— To support the struggle ofall colonial peoples
against colonialism and imperialism, against inter-
vention, ‘oppression and subjugation by the U.S. for
sovereignty and independence ;

— To support the Korean and German peoples’
struggle for unity;

— To support the Chines¢ people’s struggle to
liberate Taiwan, to demand the restitution to the
People’s Republic 3f China of its rightful place
in_the United Nations. 4

— To support the Indonesian people’s struggle
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to, recover West Irian and completely liqujdate the
rebellion ;,, i yehteii - el

— To ' spport "the 'Indidn- [people’s; struggle to
recover the territory of Gog, the Japapesg people’s
struggle to recover the island of Okinawa.

i udh

( ) i o 4
3.7 To. strengthen friendship with 3ll, peoples :

1= To strengthen  the ‘ﬁ'icnds,h‘ip between: the
‘Vietnamese people and the pgoples of the, Soviet
Union, China and brother socialist countries ;

~+ To establish and develop friendly. relations
between our people and the peoples of the two
neighbouring countries, - Cambodia and; Laos; the
peoples of India, Indonesia, Byrma, the peoples of
Asia and Africa, the French people and all peace-
loying peoples the world over;

— To,give regular accounts of the situation in
Vietnam to other peoples ; to learn about the latters’
struggles for world peace and national indepen-
dence and make’them known to. the Vietnamese
people ; to organize cultural anniversaries according
to the decisions of the World Peace Council.

.
..

vind

We' 'are strongly devoted toiipeacé! We will
never allow war to break out again. and devastate
our country, kill our people. We .will never allow
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gy and ic energy to be mis-
used for the destruction of millions of human
beings ; on the contrary, we will demand that they
be used for the progress and happiness of mankind.

We cannot suffer that our beloved country _
should: remain divided and its Southern part turned
into a bridgehead for the U.S. warmongers.

Under th{éloarsightcd leadership of the Vietnam
Lao Dong Party and President Ho Chi Minh, in close
cooperation with the peace and independence-
loving peoples of the world, we will resolutely
fight. for peace and unity.

Our struggle will be long and hard; but peace
has once triumphed ; it will triumph again and
forever, Our beloved Fatherland shall be reunified.
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