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SOME NOTIONS OF GEocLPHY 

A.ND HISTORY 

• Uanl recently, the world did not know much 
abotit Viel,:Nam, her name a.nd hi,tory, the stubborn 

'-llr!!gle ■he Jed ai first to liberate herself from Ja­
pan~ f~om, then to defend herself against French 
coloniali■m. ,, ' • 

H'owever, Viet-Nam is one of the otdest nations 
whii,h dw,eUs fQl centuries, on the "iliores of the 
Plcilic. 

Eighty years ago1 this country extended rn one 
, united territory au· alof!K, iflie Eastern, part of the 

lndoclun- peninsula. T~ French divided ·1 "nto 
-~~: Tonkin, A.unf and Cochinchin'.i; 

name", arelnot Vietnamese ut arti.6.cial ones 
• ihe dif(erent stage■ o,f e military conquest. 

, Linking the delta of_ the Red· ·ver w.ith the delta 
of the Meiong, Viet-Nam preoenla a scenery o( con­
tinual changes between plains and mountains, high 
lands. and low Janda, rice plantations and forests. For 
eenturiea the otream of Vieui--.e emigranu follo'wed 
the di,pe,1,. of the ~.Ann~fe ,Cordilleras to~ards the 
sea., , 
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The landscape is beautiful and changing. lovely 
evergreen foresll on the heighll, va,t rice-field, on 
the delta of the M:ekong, a sweet harmony of vale, 
and hills in Central Tonkin, an extraordinary com• 
bination of water and rocks in the Bay of Along, all 
this can be found in a land made for bunting and 
travelling of in.comparable views and awe-inopiring 
monuments. ✓ 

'Natural resqurces are plentiful. 1 Agricul\\!fe pro• 
vides rice, maize, rubber,, tea, coffee, coprah, • spices. 
The forests are rich in preciou1 woods. In the ■uh-· 
soil can -be foJnd coa1,-iron ore, tin, zinc and wolfr­
am. All these resources could have made Viet-Nam 
one of the wealthiest countries in the world, but the, 
remained almost unexploited.· For such is the Taw of 
colonialism: the mi~ery of the oppres_aed peoples is 
necessory for the prosperity of the oppreHor. • 

As for the Vietnamese people-<>ne of th~ niost un• .. 
ited in the world-they are prou,d of its 3,000 years 
of glorious history and of their brilliant civilization. 

It fought for a \housand years againot the Chinese 
giant to keep her independence. Vanquished and vict­
orious in tui-ns, but keeping her peculiar character in 

• spite of everything, Viet-Nam·' was, in the beguiiifng 
of modern t_imes, one of the fe,v countries·in.Jthe 
ueighbourhood of China wich" had kept their own 

~language, -habits and traditions. I • • 
• ' -By .the end of the 19th century, a new enemy 

appears: French imperialiom. 'A) military power, with 
modern woapoils and a modetn technique; emplori!'g 
up-to-date methods of explil'itation and l:oercion. They 
were much mote .letrible than the old Chinese over• 
lords. Viet-Nam OC!l!ally lost even her, name forc80 
years.· She was1reduced to ·serfdom, brought back to , 
th'e Middle Ag s, under a foreign government which 



' repre!ilmt,:d, not the intereat of • Weatem ·people, 
but the privilel!es of a handful of greedy capitallm 
and manufactr•· For 80 years, Viet-Nam suJrer~d 
under ~is regi,me which maile •'-mockery of !lignity. 
It poisoned a -I.hole• people with alc:ohol an,! opium, • 
undermined them morally through obscuranli1m and 
lying propagaJda and p\!ysically through la111ine, 
11De11Jpfoymentl and ,forced labour. It .was 'lnat a ~ong 
succession of /slaughters and reprisal■. Under tie 
conquerors' febt, the. earth was _'eoaked wi~ l~ars. ;,/ . l . 1 • 'i ~ 

•✓ 

.THE FIGHT,.,;FO[!- NATIONAL LIBERATION 
, THE PART PLAYED BY ·YOW'H 

:-

Un~e/.the attack of imperilllisfn, Viet-Nam was 
comP,"lled . to give way. But slie remembered once 
more her. history. 'we· can say that the Vietnomese 
people were nt!ver defeated, for they never ceased 
figh"'ting:,, Foil 8.0 years. they sought the way to salvat• 

..... ion: ~ m9'_v~ment for independence--a monarchist 
one dor,ing the first years of the conquest-'-became a 
republican and nationalist one al the beg' nning of 

'this cenlury, and finally bad a democrati and po­
pular cha.racier after the first World War. To resist 
extermination, Viet-Nam placed- her hopes on her 
youth. The first defeats brough home to the old sclfo• 
Ian that the -eountry's fate shofld be shaped by the 
younger generation. Ti!ey secr,ly '?,l cbildreo--i· 
free countries so that they got acquai ed with"mod­
ern je.nce. -A-•-;;st'l:,m1paign for ~r ional _ressurec­
tion , was undertaken in literatur and songs. A 
doomed civili1ation was .calling oll y hth to ·carry ou 
the fighL. · 

, Tbe1firat to enter the struggle were emancipated 
schoJars. Gradually the pea.san: youth joined the fight 
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at• tlte 1ide pf the young intellectualt. It ii intereating 
lo note' that the 6nt revolntionuy organiutioa, the 
mo11 moderll one, w11 the "Vietnameoe ReYolutionuy 
Youth Association", created· in 1925. The following 

• year, the "Revolutionary Puty of New Viet-Nam" 
appeared, and was clo1ely followed by the "Natiooa• 
list Party".'The,e three parties laid the ba1i1 for all 
the other organiaalion1 which were to play their part 
in the evolution of Viet-Nlnn. Al,[ of them were youth 
mouve~ents ·which cQDtributed in the most eff~tive 
ivay to the dev'elop_ment of natio_n-! con1ciou1ness 1111a _ 
tlie propagation of democratic ideas ilQlOng the 
ma'8ses. . ' 

The, Revolutiomtry Y ou'tb As8ocialion, in particu­
far, sent many yonng people al!ro~d, mostly to Cbina 

• and Russia, to complete their revolutionary edu 
Moreover, well-trained, young people 1ucce dully ia-. 
filtrated into factorjes, in order lo -organize under• 
ground trade unions. The student also gave their 
support, and proved lo he tbe most enthu iaatic of 
alt For several years, it ,was pos&ihle for this organi­
zation work to be performed in relative calm .. But 
soon, events were· to take a more drarnatie-

1 
CQ.u.rae, 

'9wing to the world-wide economic crisis, w~II as. 
to the increasingly effJclive work of agitation._ " • 

The strike, in tl1e ,cboofs were the liru mass ma­
nifestations of the Vieln~meae youth. When tho great 
patriot Phan-Chu-Trinh die~, all the 1tuden11 and 
school boy,' in Viet-Nam decided to oh1erve a national 
ftttleral. In some placea, ceremonies were held in. the 
school,, ''l'be colonial ndminitrration suppre...d 
these patriotic manifestations with its umal bruta­
lity: mass expulsions, closing of schools, confinement 
and even deportation were the means of represaion 
employed against the young patrioll. Strike• .spread 
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r'-. lo the postal wprken, lo the clerks of the Banlt of ' 
' Indochina, and 10 the worken in the Araenal 'at 
r \ '.Saigon. ' 
;,- The struggle which the etudents' manifeetatio111 had 

•11arted went on 1111til the tragic events of Yen-Bay, 
in 1930. Yen-Bay, the red city, where a':Vieu,ameee 

'garrison had mutini.¢, WII to give the ,ignal for a 
ge!'eral insurrection in the whole Tonkin delta. 'The 
surrender of t~e garrison hrough~ about the· dieail'.. 
pearance of. the VieUJameee Nationaliet Pany which 
had. not .succeeded in drawing the peaeant mae(ee into 

., the struggle. A .,avage repreeeion followed. Without 
mentioning those who fell in 'the light, hundteda of 
Vietnamese patriots were deponed and othere -· • 
tenced to death. One of the leadere of the movement, 
Pho ih!c Chlnb, was executed at the age of 19. 

After this, the revolutionary m_ov~ellt was silenc..i •• , 
for a ,;umber of years. . ' 

But when, on the appeal of the Indochinese Comm .. 
,. , w1i1t Party. in 1941; all 1ect.ion1 of' the people united 

iu the broad front of National Liberation, Viet Minh, 
the youth enthusiastically joined in. In the South, it 

.- was, the organization "Youth in the Vanguard" .wbic~ 
. • led the etruggle for liberation. In ~e whole country: 
•• . the youth brigades for Natio""' Safety played an 
f • • e11ential part jn the nnderground' fighting a, well 11 

• in the open otruggle for power in Augu.et 1945. Dur~ ' 
all the period of Japu1e,e occupation, the youth of ' 
Viet-Minh displayed·• eea1ele11 activity. They'created 
undez:ground org1ni&atio111 o,nd voluntary co!JlDlittee . a 

.•. I' to rescue and give help to Allied pilots forced d,bwn • 
, on '. Vlietnamese territory. Harra11ing the Japanese- ' 

; '.~o~voys, distributing aniµaaclet leaft~ • an_d. pll~!.. 
teaching the population guerilla warlare, tliey were 

. fighting ev.e~ere. • 

---;-8-
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.·/ 
. When the ord~r tor{general insurrection was given 
•n 1945, welkoff1cered young people, familiar with 
revolutionary tactics launched. the onslaught against 
'be traitors. 

In fact at no atage- of the ,,truggle for liberation 
could the work of the revolutionaries he dissociated 
from that of \he youth. It is safe to say that the Viet• -
namese Revolution of August 1945 was prepared and 
carried out m;iitJly by young people. , • 

"\ 

'- '~ 

. -

( /"' 
J ~ ·I 

( 
' 
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YOUTH, TN THE NEW VTET-NA.M-.; 

'Alter Auguot 1945, when thi, Democratic RepubHc 
wa, proclaimed and the p,eople'• government createL 
the young Vietna~••• took no rest. They bad helped 
to install the Republic w.itb a fig!,t; they were going 
to consolidate it.. with their work. 

y 

One of the most preS8ing problems wa, the struggle 
againat famine. We cannot ahow here under what 
circumstances the problem· bad to be grappied and 
bow the Yietnamese Republic ,ofved·it. But we :,vant 
to describe the eontri,butiori of the youth to this -
titanic effort We only '!Vant to ,ay that, in the battle 
lor production it always fought in the vanguard. Its· 
own entbu,iasm helped to stimulate and win the 
supp~rt of the whole nation. "Not 8 square inch of 
un""'ltivated soil,-No idle hands,-tb.e,e slogans 
bad to materialize and groups of' young people went 
throughout the country to give,tbem publicity even in 
the remotest villages. • 

' • I 
And they at,o set an ·example. The 11tu/fents clearpd 

the gardens of the Univer,ity City and the flower­
bed, were soon replaced by rows of sweet, potatoes and 
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maize. tu ea di,trict, the groups of young people· 
received a field in tl1e suburb, on loan. The girl, 
worked •• ha~d a, the men. Even the little boy, 
wanted to •, e part in the common endeavour. 
Everybody go! his allotment, where he could proudly 
watch the groting of a plant of pumpkin and of some 
maize. Most o~ these young peopfe ~ere members of 
the Children',

1 
Notiool!I Association for National Sal'­

vation. Soldiers in N~atrang set a moving example: 8 
the clim~ of ilie )"•r they availed themselves of their 
~ery short re, time to cultivate the oute, parts and 
flanks 'of their trenches. 

In that way the ghost of famine was conjured away 
Ly the coordinated effort of all the people. The part 
played by the j•outh commonded respect. . 

Another great victory of a major importance' fo 
the .future of the Vietnilmese nation was the li<juida-· 
tion of illiteracy. In that field too, the youth playe,I 
an essential part. ' \ • 

• As early us 1938, youth representatives tobk p~rt •­
in the creation of an "Association for the propaga, • 

• tion of Quoc ll/gu'\ Some studenta of the University' 
of Hanoi wholeheartedly devoted themselves 19 thi• 

. task, at a time when the colonial authorities used all 
possible means to prevent the intellectual youth from 
having contacts with the people. 1 

They could not suppress th.is Association compJc­
tetly, but considerably hampered irs action among the 
masses, so thpt it was compelled to su8pend its acti­
vity provisionall'y in March 1945. 

( 
The drive against illiteracy could not reach its full 

.scope before the Revolution of Augu,t and the esta• 
hlislunent of the Democratic Republic. It was waged 
amongst the largest sections of the• population as, 
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th&!]ks IQ up to. date ~ethods, education became 
acoeHible l(!!: all ~itizen1, even for the .leas~ giftecl 
onea. ~ 

Except lor·the armed resistance, if a national effort 
"'1er bor:e the mark of youth, it certainly wns this 
crusade against ignorance. It was the common work of 
all the._ Vietnamese~ t~achers of both sexes gave their -
utmost suppo'rt, but they were not alone; public 
employee&, cl~ tradesmen tlnd peasants ,wholeheart­
edly collaborated with them. The cagernr" to learn 
was only eq.ualled by that to teach. In a republican 
and democratic Viet-Nam, they are fearning every­
where: 1.t home, in pagodas, in market places, in fac­
tories, in the fields~and on. the front line. Whcnev,·r 
they can Spare a little time, they rush and look for 
the.ABC book. If they find a difficult word, they stop 
a pau~r-by a!'d ask for his help. The unnumernble 
di{!icu~ies of a couhtry at war and the efforts of 
constructiotl could not stop the Vielnamese people •s 
drive for education. 

Succtu surpassed the most optimistic ~ccasls. In 
1946, in spite of a tense situation IJ.lld a total lack of 
JJ),ilterial, two. and a hill milfion citizens of all ages 
(some were more than sixty) were taught how lo lc1lrn 
and write. As n basis for comi,atison, in 1938, under 
the colonialist regime, • the ~o1'fll number of peopl~ 
attending Jrom_grammai: schools •~ tUe Faculfies of 
Hanoj, to!'!llea 4lJO;l)O0. 6 
'-The horrible war forced 'lpon ict-Nam by the 

Fren'ch colonialists did not help tha progress. A plan 
ha, been drafted according to w'hich 6 million citi­
zens will have acquired the; requisidc elements of 
education, i. e. will lie able to read and write. The 
slogan has been put into practice: every Vietnamese 
citizen must be, apart from ~is routine work, either 
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a teucher or t pupil or 'both. Our young people are 
of course e_nthusias1ically devoting d1e~8el"e8 t6~ihis 
new campaign. 

The inheritance of the old regime is a greal han• 
clicap. Vjet•Nam has neither beautiful universitid. nor 
geat institutes. But we are justly proud of our P')· 

pulnr educaion system which in one- year and a half 
trained six times as ma_ny pup~s as the colo.nialist/ 
regimc'in 80 year,. 'i . 

In the 6eld of culture, the youni people ~arried 
out important, although less conspicuous, work. , 

A stud:ent of 16, Miss Nguyen Thi Kim, Slnrted 
and led for year• the struggle for a revival of poetrr. 
Young poets, many of whom were still s!udying, 
joined her in order to terminate victoriouaTy the fight. 
Freed at last from .Q.seJess scholB&lic shackles and 
euphemisms, Vietnamese poetry deve1op'ed in an im- • • 
prtssive way. 

The August revolution brought about u ·,;eme~dous 
revival of music, whose promoter, Luu Him Phuor. 
is also n young student. For generations, Viet-Nam 
has not hod a single musician ... Amateurs were ceasC~ 

~lessly playing the same obsolete melodies on·· the 
same old-fashioned instruments. Viet-Na~ was sev~ral 
centuries behind in inusical 4evelopment. The yotith 
are now trying to catch up. Songs spr{nging from the 
depths of their 1 souls give their rythm to their marcli. 
If •Vietnamese musical production cannot as yet b'e 
even compared with that of 1the.Slav and :Weater11 
countries, its freshness and vigour are full of pron1-
ises. • • J 

t\.s we have seen, the youth in the New Viet-Nam 
are alway, in the vanguard, wiiether fighting for•lih, 
eration or clevoting all its ~trength lo the building, of 
our Society. ... .n 
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11 ie'ptecisely for the,e reasons that in our country 
youth is honoured everywhere, to such an extent that 
the Democratio Republic of Viet-Nam is considered a 
Republic of students. For in our country the young 
people enjoy exactly the same righu as the grown• 
up,. One pf the fundamental right,, the right to yote, 
wae grant~d to all citisens of both sexes who ar~ 18 
years old, as well as the right to be elected. Thie i, 
not a tnere ·for~ula, sin~e in the p~esent National 
Assembly, 7 % of the deputies are leas than 25, and/ 
70, % les, • than ~0. Which parliament in the .world 
co'!ld boast of such an amount of yo'ung -men.!, 

Our ministers. also are amazillglf yo~ng: • Giap, 
Minister of National Defence, i, 35; Nam, the Jate 
Under-Secretary of .State for the Interior, was 38.' 

U oder these condition5, it is easy to· underetaod 
that the young Vietnamese are now e'!JC?ying all the 
fundamental, social and political rights: equal pay 
for equal work, right to instruction and amusements, 
right to apprenticeship, prohibition to enforce hard 
work upon yollng people, elc. , , .. 

A, o matter of fact, the problem oi youth cannot -
be coped with in Viet .. Nam in the· same' way as in t11e 
other countries. The young Vietnamese need not 
slruggle for -the triumph of their aspiration,, but to 
defend a State which ha, already given th~m everytl1• 
ing, That is why, when the colonialist, are trying' to 
destroy the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam in order 
to re-establish the ol,I oppres,ive 'rule, without any 
hesitation all the Vietnamese youth eland up against 
the invaders. 

They would rather have devoted their effort, to 
the construction of the country; and promote a beu~r 
living, to consolidate peace and democracy. But as n 
wa-r has been imposed on them, they will discharge 
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l~cir duty. They are fighling half naked, bare footed, 
sometimes event without weapons and ammunition 
hut thdy 6gbt fiercely all the aame for they kno..: 
their cause is just. 

The enemy'i ov~whelming superiority in equip• 
ment does not impreaa them. AU 'the nation is engaged 
in'lbie file and death struggle. But the youth do make 
lhe greatest efforts and the greatest sacrifices. 

In our army, as in aij the armies in the world, -the -
lighting units consist mostly of young people, and 
what is charactpistic of the revolutionary Vietname~e 
army is that the staff is made up of young men. We 
already know. that the Minister of National Defence. 
Vo Nguyen Giap, who is the supreme commander of 
the ArmY,, in charge of all the opefations, is less than 
40. Tlii.s i~ _characteristic -of all ranks: as soon as·they 
leave the '!aining school, • the officers and political 
commissionners are sent fo the front fine. They gave 
evidence_ of tht?ir ~eroim1, in spite of their age. Many 
of l!,em have already· died on the battlefield, but 
others- a e ,allvays coming and replacing them. Others 
are present who a.re ready for the greatest sacrifice. 
All wani to live, in freedom or to die for fre dom, . ~ 

/ ~ 
' I 
./ 
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WHA1' DO 1'HE VIETNAMESE YOUTH' WA/VT? 

The young Vietnamese want above all a happy 
and free future with the right to a decent job, to a 
£rec education and to' healthy amusements. This 
seems natural,~ but under the colonialist regime, work 
of any kind was alway s a coercion, because all­
mighty masters were only thinking of oppressing the 
working class. Owing to the lack'•of· social laws, they 
;.;er'e at the mercy of their employers. By the fact 
that the St~t• was levying a direct tax amounting to 
20 % of already insufficient wages, mJseiy was 

• 11ggravqtcd. We can understand now why famine· was 
chronic. No rice and no education. One school for 
3,000 inhabitants, one teacher for 2,000, one pupil 
per 50. What was called education had actually hut 
,1 single purpose: to train on a trictly limited scale 
the awciliary staff which was necessary to makef the 
1.1Jministration and the truats work. 

There as no such thing as to give the,.. youug pcoP,lc 
heahhy amll:sement: opium, alcohol and Prostitution 
meant II higher income; they bad besides another 
udvantage: by degrading youth, they suppressed any 
nascetit notional consciousness. 
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The youni,peo_ple will not tolerate ,uc!t a regime 
any_longer. They want a oociety in which dipity and 
happineH are not ...,ply formula,. 

Education mun be free, regardle11 of· wealth or 
cla88. Every young peopl'! must a{so have a profe.aion 
lo earn a decent living. When tliey are. working, th,: 
young people must be remuneraled according to their 
work and not to their-age. Tliey ne~d entert~inmen11/ 
and amusements which will not undermine their 
pby1/cal and moral,bealth: stailiuma, awimmidg•pool,, 
sports centrea, cinemae, librarie1, mu1f be put at their 
dioposal in ~n adequate n~r. . 

The y~uth kno~s that only the revolutio~ry go,. 
vernment of the Democratic Republc i1 willing and 
abfe to secure them all thaL That i1 why they are 
devoting all their efforu to consolidate the Republic. 
The V~en;mese democracy can only fully acbie~e its 
oim, if it develops· the tremendous re1po~_ibility of 
tho ~o are in- charge of our young people, for it , 
is b:,'Otem that· the whole nation io-being educated. 
Tb-e }oµtb are playuig the part of ,an intermediary, • 
necessary oi:ae, which cannot be replaced' because of 

_its devotion· and. dynamiani.. • •• ~ ~ • 

Whatever its importance may Le, od4cation con 
only create the· psycbo/ogical conditions for the deve• 
lopmenl of democracy. From now oni we must face 
practical tasks. The yollth must support all the popular 
aspiration, and firmly defend 1bo power of 'the people 
ngainst any internal or external threat. 

Then we must reconstruct a Viet-Nam that !ls 
devastated by war, better sti.11, build a new Viet-Nam, 
mOre ptosperous and more powerful than ever. Viet• 
Nam ,was purposedly maintained for centurira in an 
economi,c backwardneas. Agriculture .;s still using 
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archaic rnetl\o'"ds, industry does not exist, trade is 
under foreign control. We must build from nothing; 
hut young. people' do not lack courage, and the 
example. set by their comradee, the heroic young 
peopfe. of CaechodQvekia, Y "lll•lavia, U.,S.S.R. and 
so many other countdea cannot but inspire and atim-
ulate them. - _ 

Viet-ijam i,- still ~ poor ~nd weak country. The • 
youth will change her into a prosperous and pow-!'rfal / 
on~. To achieve that aim, theY fear n-o effort, they 
balk at no sacrifice. For long- yearr from n~ OD• 

wards, they will have to work hard and be satiofied 
with little. They wholehurtedly and' enthusiastically 
accept tlie slogans of the ljlOW life: toil, frugality, 
honesty and rectitude. Much patience, much. toil, 
much time i, ,till required until this ha{py future of 
which they are dreaming materialize,. 

Today -\hey are facing another reality: they mu,t • 
take up arm• to defend thei~ imperilled; country. Not 
satisfied with undermining the Vietnamese Re'pu!,lic 
by their intrigues, the coloniali,ts ul!dertook this 
!"erciless w8r~ order to destroy . it· by ,for~e. Our ·, 
young people have decided to fight to the last, for 
in this war the cause of Viet.Nam i_a that of jusµce. • 
:J.'he very life of the Democratic ReplJblic is at stake, 
and the cause of ,the Republic cannot be dissociated 
from that of youth. 

"3111 our yoU11g people ~ow that they are _not J,oln-. 
ted in their present fighl, By defending their country, 
they are also defending peace' and democracy. They . 
are convinced th.at only PJC&Ce and democracy can • 
ensure humanity a be~ter Ille., J • , }- / 

United by strong bonds of solidarity with all· the 
peoples which are fighting throughout the world f,or. 
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the. same ideals, our Youth.· confidently face the 
radiant _future which will fulfill its aspirations and 
:~
1
ak,~ V1et-Na"m the land of this beautiful motto: 
naependencc-Freed<Jm,Happin.e,s'' - u . • • 

THE END 

• 

r 
1 /~ 

J ~ 
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