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L -'fEXT OF THE :\\IEMORANDUM SENT 
BY THE VIE!fNAMESE GOVERNMENT 
TO .THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT ON 

THE ORIGIN OF· THE PRESENT 
GONFLICT / 

• Th. -~) pie a1:d the Govermnen~ of Viet Nat~ wish to co-operate 
with th.~reneh Government. Tb.ia\desire for peace and co-operation 
is crystallieed in the signing of tho Preliminary Convention of March 
6th and of'the ModusVivendi of.September 14th, 1946. 

evertheless, despite the March 6th Convention, hostilities have 
continued in Cochinchina and Southern Annam; despite the Rigning 
of"the 11odtis V:ivendi, after a short interval incidenta.have been multi­
plj,i,,g. ila N~rthem Viet Nam, and, since December 19th,' hostilities 
have broken out throughout the country . 

.. Who is responsible for ttiis fratric1da). stril~ An. objective exam­
ination bf even ta since )fari,h 6th, 1946,. and r official documents 
signed'by High RepresentatiVes of France in"'\.. ndochina, will give us 
the answer to this question. It gives indi.sputllblo proof of; the F'rcnch 
eolonialiata' desire to re-establish thtir dominion over this country, sys-· 
tematically" tn sabotage the accords signed, and to make'all sincere and 
friendly eooperation betwllen F~<e and Vief Nam iml)M'lible. • It 
bringa to light the methods of ac n they contemplat d to which. 
they bad recourse.• ' ,· ~ • 

1.\ ALi.kinds~ly ln£ringeme~ls military, political, economic, 
etc..¥ 80 U to c nibble away > th8._!0ve ignty of a !ree State granted 
to Viet Nam and to rendet the accords orthl""!I; 

2. Creating incidents. by UBe of force if need be, so as to c.,rry out 
a minute~ detailed 

1
olfenaivi, ana then to lay all the blame upon Viet 

N~m;, .. . 

• 3. And finally, when the moment arrived, the elimination of the 
P""l""t leaden of Viet l'!am by a c eoup d'etat • or a carefulzy thought 
out sudden aitaek carried out in aceordance with the best poliee 
meuu.rm. Of eepef.ial 1relevanc'e and significance in this respect are 
the-inamietiw datad,April 6th and 10th·l946, -whleh Generala LBcl.zac 
and V.u.ttrr gave ·10 French troops. -We print bere aome execrpta : 

Thia def1111ee (of Freqch i!it.erests) aha)! be .. nndertalren : · 
C 1'.n gradual stages, ea!ili' day ahowlng fresh progrelis; 
•• B:, fon,e, If need be, eltlier OD the ,foitiative ot the different 
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loaders of clotachmenta 6r by Commanding Offteen,, or • upon onleJ, 
from the Command if there ia IIUfftcient wne for concerted &Odem; 

~ In each garriaon, immediately upon hie arrival the CommancliDg 
Officer will draw up an initiil "plan of oecurity; thia will eompriae in 
part a permanent plan for the proteetibn of billet& and· llld .. all, 
a plan bf action for mana,uvrea in th~ town... Onee thia flWI ~ anntn 
up and aettled • in general outline, it mnst be completed u 110011 a. 
p6ssible by an c.utnination of a aeries of measures to enable thia: ao far 
purely military plan to be modified and transtormed lo meel eondill"1s 
of a « coup d 'Etat >. 

• It is vital to gather together at i.he earlie«i molllent all aacumen­
tation available upon Chine90 and And4mite Organiaations in the 
town, as well as upon. their' 16cal leaden (identity, cyst.oms. places 
where they spend the night, etc ... ). • 0 

c At the same time, special team.a will bo formM whieh will 
eventually be able to travel in disguise (as bas been done in OdaJUri. • 
china). The duty of thelle teairul is to < neutralise • tbf hiada Ind 
leaders until the Commandant oonsiders the time ripe to aet 11)) a 
security system. '.l'hese teams mun be apecially corurtituted and armed, 
ti.lld must bo kept in constant touch with the lives and ~tivitiel ,of 
those whom they-are to • keep out of the way •· 1.8 roprda resular 
and non.regular battle 'tl!li~, a similar method of action mun be 
worked out ... 

c Once information is acquired, ~nOOming these o~ieationa and 
the practices of their members, speclally formed commandos will pre­
pare to c. neuira!ise • them by surpriae attack. • 

Violation of accords, incident.a; local c cpupe de fbree :t, almoat 
continuously interfered in Franco,,Vietoamese relations rigltt; until Ule 
day when the plan which aimed it c transforming a pllft!y military 
otscrntion into tL cotip d 'Etat > was put into ac.tion. • 

I. - VIOLATIONS OF ACCORDS 
Repreaentativ .. of France in Viet Nam began to ~l6late aedords 

on the morrow o( their having been signed. 
These violations were both military llld. po\i'!_csl. 

MlDITARY VIOLATIONS • 

Military violations of a~rds signed ~n be grouped under two f 
headings : . • . 

• - continuation of heotilitioa and terrorlsln in Ooelllneblt1a llld 
Southern Viet Nam; . 

- Breach ~f tpe military ael!otd of A])Hl Srd, 19441, eone6l1!blg 
relief ot><ll-&tiorlll aJid tho 1DSWJ,tl6ti of II-dopa notth of' t.lle 18th 
Parallel. • • 

a) Conlit11j91i"" of Ttollilili•• ~ re~. . 
It bad been agreed ~poli that 6n Mareh 1th, jbhit Almlatice 

Coni:rniimona would_ lea"N> fot Ndrth61'h Anlianl, l!outhel'II· .IJiilm and 

_,·~ 

Ooohinchina But, delpite numerGU!! approacheo and •propoul, by 
tbe Vietnam- Govarmnent, the French anthoritl .. oppoaed the des-
patch of Armlatiee ColDJl!Wiona to Cochinchina. • 

Article 3 of the Prelinllnary Convention stipulates that - . 
atepe aball be taken c towaraa tlie immediate .... tion of baotllldao; 
the maintenance of troops in their respcotive poeitions, and tha .-dllti 
of a favourable •atmosphere n.......,·ry to the immediato Oi-m8' df 
fri«idly and frank n"80tiationa • Now, the French authcmtlel in 
Ceohinobina were demanding Vietnamoae • troops to lay dowu their 

• arma before French poaitiona. Once the Vietnamese troops haa, with 
every reum, refqaed to comply with· this order which, to obey, would 
hava seemed like ~aJ.>itulation, French troops attackod them and, under 
the pretext of mgpping-up and police operations, tri'!(l to sciro hold 
of Cochinchina, carrying out at the same time a ;virtual reign of terror 
om the civil po_pul"1on - bombing, village bl/;;.;, ar"'"18, arbitrsry 
••ecutiolilJ of patriota, eto. .. 

Further vi9lation of tho aame Article 3 of the March 6th Con­
verltion, >'elating to the cili!8atlon of h<istilitics and the mnintenancc 
of troops in. their rc,pecti,e poeitions : French troops occupied the 
plateaux of Southem Annlm just as the Franco-Vietnamese Confc­
NDce- at Fontainebleau was'about to open (June 1946). 

' • 
b) B.r•~• •{ Ike military accord of April 3rd, 1946. 

1. Maintenance of ·French troops in West.cm Tonkin (Son Lu, 
Lai Chau) when, according to the accords, the French Army was only 
authoriaed to cross these regions ih order to ~t 'from Chinn to Lao.'li 

2 .. Oacupition, ~m August' 1946, of ~1 zones in ~orthem 
Viet Nam (Campha Minoa, Ca111pha Port, Tien Yen, Dam Ha, Vat 
Obay, etc ... ), and attack& launched after December 12th,J946, toward• 
Mon Cay, Dinh Lap, with .the hetp the c Tho Phi • bilhdits;. 

3. Maintenance of two comp s nt Phu Lang Thuong; 

4. Occupation of Dong Dang en Ju~y 5th, 1946;follow by lhe 
_above-~entioped..'oomj)ljcationa; ' , 

'--(.' Occupation of the toWtl 0£. Bae Ninh after• having provoked 
incidents at Cau Dong, Bae Ninh on 'A t lst,and 3rd; 

6. Irregular movements of relief an food-supply convoya bel?ecn 
the centres of troop installation,' disptaCCments without warning, 
number of troops above the totals provided for by the accords, nume­
rous hlcidd!lta auring the course ·of disj,lacemcnts (at Cau Duong1 Bae 
Ninh, July-August 1946); • 

7. Uoe of non-metropolitan troops'by the -~renoh ,Oontman\11 fpr 
purpoeea other ·than the guarding of' Japanese prisonors, eouth\ry,.µ, 
the March 6th Convention; 

8. Violation ot local accords 1xmcerning billeting, feeding, - oceu­
padon of publlo and prlffte building& and military pootlons (subject 
of.ip-). 

-5.-. 
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POI,l'PJO;il, VIOLA'l'l9N8, . , 

Political· violationa of ieoori!a signed fall futo two src,upo ; 
aJ .mancettvros against the\ unity of Viet Nam; • 
b) manceuvres agaiut the aovereigi;ty of Viet Nam. 

a) Manatuvres again~} tM unity 0/ Viet Na"'; 

The aim of the manamvres a~ the .wiity of Viet Nam waa 
tho division of the cowJtry : Cochinchina, Southern: Viet Nam, the 
lligh Plateau.,, the Thai, Tho and Nung conntries, thus : 

1. 1n Cochinchina - creation of the autonomous Republic ~f 
Cochinchina on June 1st, 1946, with a Oovcrnment chosen by French 
authorities; , , ~ 

2. In Southern Viet Nam - .refusal o! the French ,uthoritiee-to 
give back occupied centres to tho Government of fiet ?jam, eetting up 
of French Administrath·o Centres-, despatch of 60 repieeentativea 'to 
this region, to tho so-called.Fcqcrel Co11_ferenoo·of Dalat (August lat, 
1946) j • 

3. On the Southern Viet Nam plateaux - OCllUp&tion ot the region 
·by Frencb troops in June 1946, des,J.>atch· of 60 ~reeentativee to tl\e 
region, lo the so-called Federal Coriteronce (August lat, 1946); 

4. In Hie Thai, Ttio an4'Nung coun·trics - interference of French • 
troops in the nd.J;llinistration • of th"CS8 regions, atid manamvres to stir 
up the people against Viet Nam. -

b) Manamvru against tile ,overeig7tty of VieC Nam. 

Manamvres direct~ against the sovereignty of Viet Nam aimed 
J>rincipally at ro-eetablishing, under the name of the Indochin- Fed­
eration, the former Governor General,. thus to stifle the free State of . 
Viet Nam, recognised by tho Mare_h 6th-Convention, by , 

J. Creation of Federal Organs, although the statute of the Indo­
chinese Federation had not~yet been hed eithel' by treaty .or accord, 
the institution Of Federer Commissions of Justice, of Education, of 
Information, ol political, econoTllic, financial affairs, etc ... , the attempt 
to set up Federal· Customs, Federal . polta auch as at Haiphong, 
Saigon·, etc. .. ; , \ • • 

2.-Attack upon the fiseal ,,.;vereignty of the State_of Viet Nam, 
obstructing the collection of tox_e9 by Vietnam.ea& atlthorities and their 
imposition on French ·and Chinese subjects in Viet Nam; , 

.. 3. interference fn the admipistration of !"'rtain loealitiee 111ch u 
Son La and Lang Son, the aetting_ up of a Municipal Police Commis­
sariat at Haiphon~, and of a· Delegation of Public Works, ·a Poot Office, 
and French Tribunals"at HMoi. • • 

Il. - INCIDENI'S AND • COUPS DE FORCE • 

... A poli~y,of foree, lneidenta and atrocilieo, bepn ~ the 4rat 
days of the landing of relief troop$ at Halphonr. 

. . 
ft la lmpoaible to attribute~ IOiely to the lack of diaiJl)ine 

- Ibo Prench troopa. • ' 
I. 

BO'JI.E EXAMPLES. 

1. IIoopr inoideni of July 8th, 1946, causing widespread damage 
and • ... number of Vietnam- cuualtiea; 

.-2. Bae Ninh and Cau Dong incident.a at the beginning or August; 
~- Nnmerous incldeni; at Haiphong, especially during the montrui 

of-August, September, October 4nd November; . -
4. Numerous· bitter incidents\ at Hanoi from April to ·November, 

eauaing tnallJ" euualtiea; • 
5. lneldenta llfuvoked throughout and alm<>jl daily, eausing nwne­

rooo ...,,.Itieo among the population - throwmg of grenades, ahoot­
inp, plnnder and pillage' of all aorta, breaches of elementary police 
=·tioj' attempts an~ acts o( ll~g~ion agai~t. Vietnamese poli• 

, Suell incident.a, ll}'ftematieally provoked, are aufficient proof of 
the intention ot the French authorities in Viet Nam to strain the good 
N!latq,_na between the l\\'O peopleo. 

-'\ -
EVIJ!BN~E ep BAD 'PAITH, 

It was theao same French authorities who gave evidence of & lack 
of good will in applying the Modus Vivendi. O!\ oo-called gronnds or 
principle, !they .n,fwied to allow the meeting at H?'oi ot Saigon of the 
joint Commissions provided for in the' Modlul Vivandi, with the 
exceptiOn of the Commiasion for the ceesation of hOStilities. 

Tbdsy Franco-Vietnameae re1atio~s becam~ ~ore and .more strained 
u!'til the day when widespi:,,ad f~' gh ' g bro kt out, . • 

The final incidents and prov ·ona.werc tb\• imnlediate cause of 
the preeent ~ggle. , _ : 

1 
, / 

Ti wave of ~tioris and ioCid~ rapidly grew to alarming-­
propo ona a.rfto.t>m _ NoVember. The por y Of force reached a climax 
wittr' e despatch of virtual ultimatum each on.e as unacceptable as 
the other, which were destined to --render U8Cless all attempts at conci­
liation on the part ot the '06vernment of iet Nam and to present the 
Bfum Goffrnmellt with a c fait aceompli >... ..,,. 

WITH WHOM· DOES THE RESPONSIBILITY LIE 1 

In order to arrive at a ~lear undentanding of the nature or t.he 
tragic struale mto W~h they' h&Ve Qi-awn us, and in order to ascertain 
npon whom the respo11111bility 1'.<8bl, we have only to cast a rapid 'glance 

.ovv-the aerlei of incidents which took place : 
1. The IOtt\q 111i'of an impot"Hxport eontrol:at H~ipho~~ nnd 

the bloekade of tl'li pol'I;' Bitter incldenla l'OSlllled '-- audaen_ attack 
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. . 
by l?rench troops upon 'Haiphopg, a· .sucoemion of ultim&lµma by 
Colone) DtDES and General MoRLltll; 

2. Occupation of Lang Son; 
3. Attacks on Do Son; 
4. Landing of reinforcement.a· at Tourane on December 9th, 

contrary to signed accords Qetter of protest from, President ·Ho Cw 
MINH to the Prooident of the hench Government, dated Deeembet 
12th, 1946); . ' 

5, Attack by the French garrisona<of Tien Y.en and Dam Ha upon 
Dinh Lap and blon Cay; , • • ;. 

6. Numerous incidents pro,•okcd by French troops (~ally by 
the S.A.S. purnchute· commandos) at Hanoi for three auea,-ive weeks 
tuhootings, (hrowing of grenades, plundering, rape, atta.cks and aota 
of ',gQ'~iOn ag11inst the yietn81l'4;88 pqlic~, 1sya~cm•tic acta of pro­
vocation and saboro~e against the off!cqs of tho V1otpam .... Burequ of 
Intohnation) which' seriously interfered. with public order irt tho Vjet­
nainesc • capital and compelled t.he population to take mea;sures in ~f. 
defence. On DccQmber 17th, serious incidents broKe out in tho capital 
of Viet· Nam - !:!helling an"d sacking of' several disf;licts•of _Hanoi -
honses set ablaze !JOme 50 Vietnamese m888&Cred, most of them woNen 

• nnd children - ~t the joint Guard's pbst at, the EICCtric Plant,_ trea_ch• 
orous and unwarranted shots fired by a French sentry at his Viet­
namese comrade, killing him outright; 

7. Numerous incidents provoked by French troops in other centres 
of troo'p-instnllation (Hue, Nam Dinh and Hai Duong) i 

It shouid bo pointed out in p"4Sln'g that there_ was. a comp!~~ 
nl?SCIJ.ce of incidents and .vro:vocations in Phu Lang Tbuong, ~ac Nmh 
ond Vinh where tho number of Freqch troops was smaU; 

8 Q~upatioh of the M1nist0' of Fi
1

nanco ILDd th; l\VUdence of 
tho Minister of Transport of the Qo•enllJ!ont_of Viet N!"" _on Deeembe~ 
18th. Intensified provocationa and shelling in othe.r districts of Hanoi 
(Rue Song To Li~h, Rue Tlllr.u, Rue du ~•pier), fo}lowed b;y m~N\9 
and acts of terrorism and tho undertaking of m1hta.ry entorpnaes by 
the French Commaitd; ' ,, 

9. Letters of ultimatum detcd DllCOlllber 18th and 19th aiioed 
rcspectivcl,y by Cap~in CBAffl:LOij, Mai.or FONP& &rid General. ~\ll!- ; 
1.1lRB, demanding the de,itrucµon q! Vietpam ... d,f~nce provmona, 
the disarmemcnt of Victnam0$<l fo!'COS arid tj,c handing over o( l,J1e 
police service to French troops; 

JO. Widespread attack l~unchcd suddenly du!'ing th~ eve~ing qf 
December 19th. 

ID. - EFFQI\TS AT CONCW,\.TION ON ~ PART· 
. ·OF fflE GOVE~ OF~ Nil( .. • 

Notwi~~ing the hopel8'1811eoo of the situatiol) d~g the days 
pree<!(ling the p,-nt conflict, the Oc!~•=~t of Vie~ Nain m~• the 
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~toot efforts at finding a peacef\11 and friendly wa-,, out of the 
CN1S' 

- Telegram of December 15th sent b;y President Ho Cw M:wu 
to President LeolJ. Bun1, setting forth concrete proposals towarda 
bringing to & peaceful clooe the grave incidents which daily became 
more frequent 9:Dd moro serious, and which were being provoked by 
~ troops m the numerous towns of Viet Nam, especially in 
Hano1j and requesting the Commissioner to take adequate stops towarcl~ 
p~tting an end to the situation which waa deplored by the two peoples 
alike. • . . _ 

- Letter of the. same date sent to tho President of tho French 
Government repor\itfg a worsening of the situation in the North and 
Centre of Viet Nam and deploring tho· intensifying of the French 
representatives ~ Viet Nam's policy of a c • fait nceompli >. 

- Telegram of' the same date praying for the application .o( a 
French policy ).rue to the Accords .signed and for the sinoerc and 
friendly ·co-operation ndl"ocatcd by the President himself; recalling tho 
concrete proposals of December 15th; and hoping for the despatch 
of a French Parliamentary :Mission to Viet Nam. 

• -•Personal letter bf Deeember 19th from Preeident Ho Cm MtNn 
to M. SAllffENY, regretting .the increased tension in Franco-Vietnamese 
relatiol18 ~~ e,wressing the hope that M. HOANO MINH GIA>< would 
Btieceed, togbther' with fJle Commiasioner, in finding a solution toward~ 
an improvement in conditions (this Jetter, sent at 11 o'clock, failed to 
produce. an,~wor). On the same day, at 9.30 a.In., A[. Ho.so Mmu 
Gr..11<, through the medium of tho Franco-Victnaincse liaison requested 
an interview with ?ti. SAINTENY, but tho latter "refused to' meet him. 

,, :- Letter. or . the same d~te !rein President Ho C!J! Ai!NR to 
P~dents :.:,OOn Bu~ and Vincent Aumot., deploring tho multipJi. 
cation and mcrease m severity of r incidents .in Viet Nam rear. 
finning his 11!9pect for France and er people and the oonfi1Je~co he 
had in them, and imploring them cal~ an immediate li'alt tho 
provocati na and ~ed. • , . 

IV. - Wll£REIN LIES A SOLUTION ? 

. Tlie _st"!ggle ~hlch is, s\,aining red tho soil of Viet Nam wni-t 
WIifuily instigated by tho French Colonialists. The people of Viet 
Nam are bou;nd to defend themselves by use of nnns. Force must bf' 
opposed by tho force .of a people reoolved to fight to the bitter end 
to safeguanl its lawful rights. We nevertheless consider that peaceful 
moans can be found towards putting- an end •lo the flght. In her 
stl'Ugglo to defend her territorial ftnit;y and her ind~pcndcncc within 
the framework of the French Union, Viet Nam is still convinced that 
with the neW France her twofold objective could he speedily rcalisecl 
by a policy of peace and mutual confidence, based upon tho Accords 
already signed. · - • 

The ref8rcndum provided for in Article I oC tho Preliminarv 
Convention of MarcU 6tli offers • aolutioh to the question of tho 

-9-
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territorial wtlty of Viet Nam. tn grantu,g to Viet Nam doe - et 
n Fm State and in reepecti ... her diplomatic NWi- wWl b'llp 
Nations, the Prelimlllaey Con"!"tion baa laid tho foundadmm Jtf lier 
cdemal and· internal aovereigl(ty. . 

Nevertheless; neither the Convention of Ilardi 6th nor the Kodu 
Vivendi prodded for sufficiently well-defined and concrete m- of 
application, the former confining itaelf to prlneipleo and the Jatter 
falling back upon Joint Commhioions to oolve the difflenltieo. Thia 
lnck of precision end tlie shortoomings of. prooedure have brought 
ubout the above-mentioned complications, which ev~tually led to the 
present. conflict. 

* 
Proposals by the Gov~mment of Viet Nam 

in order to put an end to this confused situation, the Government 
o( Viet Nnm suggests the following ~ncrele measurea to be taken : 

L ·Order to be given for an immediate ceaae--firo on .all fronts; 
Armistice Commissions to• be nomirlated and to ltart furn:tiollllll! 
immediately to ensure the carrying out of the ~fire order, to 
nrrange for the return of troopa to the positiona defined by the Aooorcla 
of March 6th and Aprl\ 3rd, and the 90tting free of all prisoner& Qt 
war and nil peroons a'rrcsted,on political grounds - all ~ to be 
completed at the latest ono week following tho 00880-fire o:<1er; 

2. The immediate checking of t.hc des1>atoh of ~nch reinfor-' 
cement troops to IndochinlH 

3. A meeting to be arranged lorthwith between qualified repn>­
se.ntatives of the two Governments, namely, Minister }loOTP:l' and 
President Ho Cm,llurn, for the purpose of drawing up upon tho baai• 
of the March 6th Convention n suffiol111tly concrete and ·detailed 
!ieheme for a dCfinite trenty bearing in partlculi♦r upon ~the following 
points: • 

a) Organisation ot n ra.fercndum in Cochinchina; / 
b) Diplomati~ relations oC Viet Nam with foreign countries; 
c) Organisation of the Indochinese Federation; 

d) Position of Viet. Nam within. Uui Fron~h Union;· 

Once this scheme is dfawn u;, the -F~n~Vi~ameie Confe~ce 
will forthwith ·COnveno at Paris fqr tho drafting o( , conoluaive 
treaty. • • 

H~noi, December 31st, 't!l46. 

HO CHI MINH, ,. 
Prorid••.I of IM D""°""'l/<>·Rf!"'blic'of V~I N.,.. 
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R • THE HAIPHON:G AND J:;-ANGSO 
~ lNCIDENTS 

The ~odus • V:ivendi of September 14th, 1946, bas ne,·er been 
~peeled ur F.r_JPCe. 1n order not to have to set free their political 
PNOn- the French High Commisariat pi#erred to shoot them • 
Even before P,...;denl ~~ Cw MlNJ' had lauUcd back in Viet Nam: 
French military ~uthonties had iaid hands on Vietnamese internal 
lrl\fe, a ~!' whinh caused the AeD\lg Prcsiden~ M. HUYNH Tuuc =~' ~ of tho Interior, to protest before the French autho-

. Thus, on October 30th, 10¼6, the dnto on which the Frnnco­
VJethamese ~ccord ca~o into force, e,·erything pointed to the !act that 
the Fren_ch tn lpdochlna ~ere not likely to resJ>ect France's signature .... 
N~h~ fro'? tha~ ·day, the Government of Viet Nam, in accor• 
dance wit)i tJ:ie stipulat1ons .of. the Modus Vivendi, did not hesitate to 
h~d over the Pasteur•lnstitute to the competent French authorities. 
Vi~t Nan,i prcp.,a~ l? carry ou~ ~er eommi_t~en to set. up delegations 
whJch were to constitute the Jomt Comn11ss1on provitled for in the 
san,io acoord. ._ 

But, by uni)a1;8~al sci~ure of the Custom11 Sen•ice at Ilai1>hong, 
tho Rren~ au~ontics deliberately prevented the application or the 
Modus".1vencj,i of ~~tember 14!1946, and pnipared U1a way for 
a reoperung of hostilities against iet Nam. 

, ~ 

:) ------, - ( 
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A) Text of a "Special Order" 
aebed ·by the Vietnamese from a Colonial 
" pfficer proving that the French ~ck 

on_ Haiphong was premeditated-

OOI..OMIAL lNIP~RY 
RllOllDlff or 11.AROCCO 
~ Jlln'ACIDp!NT • 

N9 938--~O 
SPECIAL ORDER 

(Reference : Order No 13706-R/3S of the 
Commanding Officer dated 21/10/46) 

Gml,rol : As the situation remains unstable, we might at any moment 
be\luddenly called upon to intervene on our own initiative. On 
~ hn(<>thesis muilt be baeed , plan of attack. 

A)-OBJB01'IVE8: 

• ;L IO p\ ~on ot the 1/'rench districts by wiping put Viet• 
nllf!IMO mnel!olda; ~ 

z. '9 IIOiJe vital po~la w!ii€ will make 118 ma,,ters of the town; 
3. to open up the route to ~b To/. . ~ 

'B)-1-IIIB PL:;-;O BE 04/Jllfl~b: OU1' IN 1'\VO S1'AGE8: 

lat. •t.aJN : reJli,saticn of objectiv 1 ~d'2. 
2nd. stage : realisation cf objoct1ve 3. 

C) DUFES OF_ 1'1IE ARMOU~ED GROUP: 

111. doge: . , . • 
a) to l'Oinforce tho B.M.;E.'O. by a patrol of 2 tanks, 2 acout-ca1'l!, 

1 heavy tank; to clean up tho entry le\ tho rue du Oommerco and the 
rue de Rivi~re; • 1 ~ 

• • b) to ~orce by a patrol.the 2/2Srd RIO in order to seize the 
Theatre, the Water Works, and the Bonn~l-Doumer C1'08Sroeds; 
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c) to aeize the Building of the loeal lfnard and to mop up Viet,. 
namcse positions in the Avenue de Belgique. 

2nd. llog•: 
- io open up the Lac)!' Tray route, up to th~ bridge. Occupy the 

bridge. Get in touch with-the Cat Bi garrison. Upon order of the 
eommand.ing officer, get in touch with the Bo_ Son garrison. 

D) \VAJrS AND MEANS: 

A detachment ready for immediate action, of 3 patrols; 1 patrol 
of two acoukars, 1 na~l of three half-tracks, 2 mechanised squads; 

A ?'CSCrve • detachment of_.-8 tanks and 4..° scout-cars; 
1 Section of Sa·ppers; • 
Artillery fire support nnd from the CC[ of the 23rd RIC. 

•, 
E) AIMS : , • .. ~ , • ✓ 

J. To sci1.c ns quickly as possible ru'td to hold tlie Nativ.CSG';;;rd 
and the Bonnel-Doumcr crossroad; • ~ ' 

2. At the same time, to ~e~ up rue de BeJgi9ue i 
3. To free an armoured patrol a., e-arJy as possible, in order to send 

it to LnchTray bridge, to occupy the bridge llnd to get into contae&: 
with Cat B( • • 1 

F) DIVISION OP PUNOTIONS_: 

J) The Lieutenant eomm~
0

ding tho 3rd Squad will designate tho 
two patrols to he put at the disposition of the 2/23rd RIC -and of the 
B.M.E.0. This latter ~~II be released by the B.M.E.0. at the end 
of its mission' and placed at the disposal of the Lieutenant COl1llllAl}ding 
the 3rd Squad; • .> 

2. DCtnchment Martin, l patrol ready for' immedlat8 8.etion, 
2 C.E.P. mechanised Squads, J section of Sappers, 2 RCOUt-cars, "3 Jialf­
traeks. The carrying out of the three paragraphs of "Aims • (E). 

(l) LAUNCT/JNO OF ATTACK: 

The first phase to-be launched UJ>On order !rom tho c Comman­
dant d'Annes > : c Contact Horace at H f. The second phMe' will 
be launched oii my orders. • . . 

Upon 1lceiving the· alert Signal, radio network .to be op~med. 
ARTILLERY SUPPORT • • -

Plans of attack - Anticipated..-,hots ~ f 
a) Prepai:atory firing on the Avenue de Belgique district froffi H 

to H plus 10; • 

b) Firing on· various points started at U, especially on : 
l. the native guard;• 
2. bou1}dary and P.C. of rue Sadi-Camoti 
3. poets in rue d 'Enhal; • 
4. post at T,nc Vien. 
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~) _ Firing on the. Kicn An and Hanoi routes. 

PREPARATORY MEASURES 

- Sub-Lieutenant Delayan· will check and keep up to date the 
• cont!'°! o) posts in A"cnuo de Belgique. 

B> The Haiphong -incident 
(November 20th, 1946) 

(Official Re_port, dated December 4ih, 1946; 
• of the Haiphong Incident) 

l. - PREP~IOlfS 

. On 15/11/46, between 3 p. m. and 6 p. m., French soldiers scitcd. 
the following Vietnamese : 

( Hoan'g Van Bach - Cook; 
Trinh Van Lam - ffairdrcsseri 

. Phan Van An; 
-Tran Khan Du. 

\ .. On 16/11/46, the arrests continuOO : 
• A\)out 9.20 a.rn., 'policeman No. 2229, rue Le Loi, was carried 
ojl 'by l"otor bicycle No. 806; ,• 

- A~ut 'noon, seizure of two more Vietnamese policemen, ru~- lla 
Buy Tap; ' . . • . 

AJ?out 2.30 p.m., six unkno,m Vietnamese carried oU by a car 
belonging to the French; \ 

·, About 4.30 p.rn., soi,mre of two policemc'ii. 
'On.17/11/46, during tho moi:nin~, fivo further Vietnamese arrc.c;-

ted in t~• docks area. _ • 
·Repeatod proiests Q.11 the part of tho y1ctnamcse against these 

acts arc still being ignored. "{ • 
• On 19/11/46, at about 5.:ifl_ pm, ,the Frcn~h ""Sci~ the canoe 

~

m Viet »..,a.n4.._a 12 ton launch C~n Cam, and.cut 0U"'commu111en­
bctwee1i H,1)hong • and Qun.n Yen )see document No. T -

orruidum of tho .Vietnamese liai ) . 

II. !... OM,llENOEMENT OF fE INCIDENT AND VIET-
NAMESE EFFORTS TO OOALTZE IT. • 

~rom 7 a.Jll.. to 10 a.m. • French ,;oldiers, under tho pretext of n 
smuggling charge, abducted a ,Chinese jtm~ loaded ,vith petrol, although 
it had pa.aed the· customs ·reg-ulations. :Vietnamese po~1ce on the s!>0l 

__ intenened. French soldiel"B ope!1ed fire.on th~ J?Ohcc .. The V1et­
namC98 police replied. A French cra(t, armed with machine gunnen, 
al.90 opelled fire on the popu1ation : two Vietnamese wounded, one 
policeman killed. The French militar)' lorry No. MF 4)3!!0-1040551, 
which waK weading towal"ds the scene of the incident, was ~top~ hy 
Vietnamese. from the Cho Sat market~ The French solchcrs m tho 
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lorry, J!""eau, Dallaa, Gavino (of the mllitaey &,curitT), Dujou, 
!A""'l1a and Lefem,, ajl ol 'them armed, were eaeorted to a neigbbour-
111g post and placed under -urity, toset.her with aome Fnmcb 
civilians found in t.he·distrioL . 

At about 11 a.m., the Franco-Vietnameeo liaison arrived upon 
tho scene. Two French armoured cars had preceded them. After 
intervention by the Vietnamese liaison, tho French liaison officers 
sent these armoured ears away. 

At abcut 11. 30 a.rn. thcee cars came back, and halted in iront 
of tho • Placo du ThMtre Municipal » At tho aamo time, French 
troops made a s-.rprise entry into Haiphong Railway Station and 
occupied it. ' 

At abcut 1.30 .p.m., the two local liaisons decided by mutual .✓ 
agreement : .::,. ✓ 

1. 'fo set Il'eri tho soldiers and officers held by th; Vietn~;. 
2. To send back t_hc six tanks which were on the wa7 io tho 

market or had parked in the c Place du Th6utro >; ' 

3. To remove all road blocks and mines which wcro hampering 
circu:lntion about tho 'town; • , 

4. To send back tho French .troops who, without any motive, had 
occupied Haiphong Railway Station. • 

A. French ultimatmn was delivered verbally, demabding tho ova~ 
cuation of tho police station in rue Benri-Rivi~re, be.Coro 2. p.m. 

Tho Vietnamese liaioon freed all the French who had been plaecd· 
under security ll!?d protested against the: ultimatum. 

At 2 p.rn. the tanka in the • Place du ThMlre • were 6tlll there, 
and a fresh act of conditions was laid down by Colobel mbei, in 
particular, the evacuation ot Vietnamese P9Sitions in the Chlnbao 
districts. - ~ 

Fruitless negotiations were followetl by a return of the French 
liaison and tho recall of the' ultimatum. Conversations lasted onec 
more for over nn hour : then the French i.esucd fresh conditions : 

- evacuation of all the o~ve-named positlpns; 
- comploto evacuation of tho Tu Ve (Se)!-dofencc Corpa) from 

the Chinese districts, so as to make a French zone there. 
2.15 p.m. - ,vithout awaiting the Viotuamcso reply, French troops/ 

reinforced. ay a number of French annourod detachmen~ launched 
n general olrensive Rgainst several points in tho town sin\bltaneously. 
The offensive was aimed. at : 

u) Vietnamese public builclings situated in tho· French area -
The Treasury, the Town Hall, tho Mayor's Residence, the' main Police 
Station, the Post OCfice, etc ... ; • • 

b) A Vietnamese police station in the Chinese district (Boulevard 
JTcnri-RiviCt'e); 

e) • C<!rtain sirat.egic pointa in the town (?t{unicipal Theatre, ato.). 
At ?..30 p.m. the Vietnamese ccntrnl 1iaiaon drew tho att.ention 

I 

J 

of the Fnmoh central liaiaon to the gravity of the situation. - a !ruit-
lea potme. . 

• At about 3. p.m. the Vietnameie central liaison once more warned 
the French central liaison of the gra,ity of tho situation, caused by 
t.he renewal and geoeraliaation of tho French attack. Fro,n claewhcre 
at 3.30 p.m. the Minister of National Defence renewed thQ order t~ 
Vielnamea, tl'oopa in Haiphong to keep atrictlr on the defcnsh-e. 
" Taking advantage, of these orders, French troops launched • 
general attack on tho town, occupied the buHding of the former 
Treasury, Central Police station, Mayor's Residence and Post OUice 
and tlie landing atage of Do Do Binh, and besieged the llunici1ml 
Theatre. . • . 

French moftars and C8lll1on were shelling Vi'ctnamcso positions 
and civilian areas. • -

' Vietnamese forces countc_t-fircd. Major Camoin, n Liaison officer 
who was mixing with the crowd of officers directing the battle, anJ 
who wol'e no distinctive markings, was wounded. 

At abcu! 5.15 Jl.m. Major Lam Ngoc Huan, of the Vietnamese, 
liaison, trlcd to contact the French liaison. The latter slnted thrco 
cooditions : 

1., A eeasc-fire; 
2. ~l barriers to be cleared away; 

• 3~he \vietnamcse poet in Boulevard IIenri-RiviCre to be e,•acu11-
ted and all oihcr five posts to bo han_dod over to French troop.~. 
Fallin~ this, all artillery and tanks would bc\put into aotiou. 

(Sec Docutncn\ No. 2, oonvcrsations by )telc1>h0nA between tho 
French and VietnamCIC liaisons.) 

Ill. - THE LA.Ml-NAM lNTEI/VIEIV, TOIV,IRDS 
A CEASE-FIRE ·' • ( • 

At about 5.80 p.m., at Hanoi, Colo'lel Lami and llI. am signed 
tho 0p""" fire ~,de~ all troops. (Doc€ ent No. 3, Lami.Narn Accord.) 
\_/.At about 6. p.m., at Haiphong, he Vietnamese liaison officer, 
.Major Huan, called Lieutenant Ste:vc n on the telephone to tell hi111 
that Colonel La.mi and lI. Hoang B Nam Were in conversation nl 
Hanoi and that jt wna ndvisnblc t await the outcome 0£ these 
negotiationa. 

At 7. p.tn., llajor Hunn of the Vietnamese liaison, again tdc­
,J>honed Lieutenant Stevenson, infonning him that the Lnmi-Nam 
Accord had been conclOded, in. the hopes of achieving a cc8se fire. 
Lituteoant Stevenaon replied t.hnt no orders bad coma through from 
Hanoi. ' 

At 8. p.m. Lieutenant Orsini telophoncd Viotnnmcsc Major Ruan, 
reminding him of the conditions of the ultimatum; and· upon being 
told that Vie,tnamese local~ authoritios had received instruction~ from 
Hanoi tn early out the Lam!-Nam Atcord, he rflade it known that ho 
was going to take an riecessary ste})ft in accordance with the ultimatum. -



M. Hoang. Huu Nam• waa .wiao enough to wam the Fnneh~\nct 
,\!ietnamcse Central Liai&on.o 6y lelephone, and to follow-lhia up by a 
letter of con!irmation•(llocument No. t). Goloael Lem! replied \hat 
he was going to re1>eat his .inatructiorui • 

At about 8.30 p.m., in spite of instruetlon.o ·given, the liege oi 
the Theatre continued. Armoured can were streaking through th• 
town, ffpraying their Jll.&Chino gunfire overywhsire. 

At 8.40 p.m., Lieutenant Or&ini made it known that he had now 
received a lclcgrapi .fram Hanoi, and he coDlDlAllded bia troops to 
ccusc 'f'i re. " 

At about 11.6 p.m. - salyos from Cannon 37, and machine gunfire 
from French tanks. ./. 

Upon being questioned, the French liaiaon at ·Ha'iphone ~: 
- Mopping up operations, to clear the way for the La.mi-Nam lfiiiiqn 
due to arrive tomorrow. 

On 21/11/46 : . 
At about 5.20 a.m., shots from Carmon 37 from around tho Station 

und Theatre, - about one French ,.company had Just occupied the 
Jcunot stadium, nca'rby the Vietnamese liaison. -

iv. - ARRIVAL OF THE JOIN7' .MISSION 

' About 10.la"n.m. - Arrival of t.lie Lami-Nam joint Mission at 
Thuong-Ly station. Impossible for 'the train to reach Haiphong sta­
tion beeausc of. firing from ..the station building which French troop~ 
were the-9 occuping. _ • . • · 

Toward& U a.m. - joint Mission to H.P. of Colonol D~bes. French 
Ci ring continued. 4 aircraft. fleW over at IOw range.. ,. 

The joint 'Mission once more strcssec:)1-its firm desire., faithfully to 
carry out tho Lnmi-Nam Accord. • . .. . _,. ••. 

The Vietntuneso Delegation· left Colonel D~oos•s H.Q. and went 
to tho ofCiccs of' the H~iphong Administrative· Committoc. 

, At~about 11.30 a.m. - renewal of the French attack, helped by 
tho Tho Phi, uJ)On the Vietname59 post on the Boulev8rd Henri-RiviCre. 
• At nhout 12.15 p.rn., French troops made an assault on the Viet. 
nnmesc post, Boufe\•ard fTcllri-RiviC.rc, preeeded by heavy firing whic,h 
killed or wounded many. • • ', 

M. Nnm sent mcssnges by telephone to Colonel Lami (Document f 
No. G). ' 

• At 2.30 p.m., - Hoang Huu Nam-Herekel-Lami intervlow. • Colo­
nel Hcrekel refused to carry out paragraph 4 of the Lami-Nam Acoord, 
A joint Horekel-Nnm order (Document No. 6) w..- signed.and a Lami­
Nnm verbal accord co_ncluded (Document No . ...,71. 

Tho night was ealm, but food distribution (aa aalle,I. for in the 
Accord). W88 out of tho question. 

Officer. Hut.on, of the Naval ~urity, placed under security the 
previous evening, was released hr the Vietnamese. 

On 22/')l/46 : • ., ' ' , 
At 7. a.m.; Colonol Herekel flew to'Rano1 for consultations with 

General MorUare. • ' 
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't.80 Lm. - Telephone and telegraph communications between 
aa,,oi and Haiphong tali:!"' ovet at Hal,y, a French occupied ace1or. 

• 8.5 a.m., The VIetnamese l'eleased MM. Lacour, Mia Lou,~ and 
Fad&lti; 

The Frenc,h released five Vietnamese civilians; 
Bel- of MM. Ripper, Blanchette an<! Podcrt. 
Oppolition of Colonel Debea to the re'installing of a jofn~ guard 

ltt the railway station flld to the d,istribution of food to Vietnamese 
in the Post Office building. Threats by Colonel Debes to evacnato 
workers in the Post OUice after 9 a.m. 

l0'a.m. Mechanics o.f-the Post Office who went to repair telephone 
and.telegraph wires at Haly were ·pursued by' French eoldicrs. 

12 noon. Oo1onel Herek.el returned to Haiphong' and sot oU again 
f'!T _Hanoi. / 

Colonel Lami invited M. Nam to go back to Hanoi for negotiations. 
M. Nam accepted. Belorc leaving, he confinned that, in acoordnncc 
with th6 Lami-Nam verbal .Acoord; all t)lc French placed under 
aeeurity in a locality remote from the town, and who were about to 
be taken back to Haiphong, would be released as soon ns possible on 
the day of their arrival. 

,. c It could not be said that the Vietnamese didn't keep their pro• 
. mises~ 11or' respect their signature > satd M: Nam. 

Col~!}el La.mi and ?at-Nam left Haiphong and went bnck to Tlnnoi, 
after h ing\ reached agreement on the following points : 

- maintenance o·f the .status quo in Haiphongi 
- r4ce£ul settlement of the Haiphong In~idont at Hnuoi. 

, • 5. pim. - Haiphong. All the French p~ under sccurit.v were 
released ; C9lonel Debes also set some. Vietnamese civilians free, nnd 
nromised to let the telophone and .telegraph wires be repaired. • 

Upon arriving at Hanoi, Colonel Lami telephoned M. Nam, infonn­
ing him that General MorliCrefas in agreement as regards the 
re-establishing of a joint guard Haiphong :Railway Sfation. 

On 23/JJ/4§ '· ' '/ ~ 
• _ ~ a.m. -.-1fltUQ.atnm by Colonel Ches to the Administrath·e 
~ittee of Uaipho,hg (Document No 8). 

8 a.m. Reply by the Commiftee that i1u1,tructions wore awaited 
fl'Om Hanoi. Whilst waiting, .the H iphong Committee kept to the 
Lami:Nam Accords. 

9.3 a.m: 2nd ultimatum, 'bearin1t n reminder of the earlier one·. 
9.30 a.m. - Hanoi - M. Nam ~,et Colonel TTerokcl and ask;,,! 

• him the p1irpoae of. DCbcs' ~tltimatum, which was in strikin~ contra­
diction with tho peaceful assurances of Colon~l·Lami. ColonclJTerckel 
took nnte of this &IJd said he l\"tmld consult General MorliCrc. - No 
further reply. - I 

10.5 a.m. - Haiphong - Lieutenant Orsini came t.o collect the 
Haip.h.ong Administrative Committee's nply, which was negative. 

-10.6 a.m. The French ·oo"I"' their attack on Haiphong. Heavy 
artillery and airerait brought into action. , 
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Vil'b!4meoo µ<>qP.f ~led. """"IIWIW• Tbe baUle Wlf fioap& 
al~ ~-~If of '\he F,-,11 cliliript, wf!ill& &be ~ fl!/! 
Chmeoe civil population rajlidly qvaeua~ tpqrda Kien-.An1 under 
bombardment from ],'re,,,oh aircraft. • 

The French exacualed Tran,r-Ken8 (Uona-Bi). Vietnameoe &rooPfl 
occupied tho airfield at .Cat Bi, at 4.30 Lm., anll captured equipment. 

During the nigqt of the 23124th, Vietnamese troope reeaptured. 
the Municipal Theatre and Ngo_ Quyen bridge. , 

Fighting co~inued and became -.yidespread. , . 
French mortars wore brought into action. Durini-the afternoon 

of November 24th, a Viet.Dume.sc liaison offiCCr was arrested at Haly. 
At 7 p.m. ho wna released, but anot.ber ultimatum was ecnt,, recalling 
the previoua one and, among other things, imposing a freah act of 
co11giti9pa. • 

Evacuation Of the Hanoi-Do Son route, of the Ca, Bi route, eta. .. 
It WQ8 stipqlal!)d ,thai ' reply t.9 this ulwn&llllll had to bJ"'ginn 

before 6 a.ui. Qll l'foyemb!,r 25th, 194ll. -
On 24/11/48, the V.ictnamose liaison at Haiphong WU hit by 

:hree shells, dealroying its H.Q. • • 
On 25/11/46 - no reply from the Vietnamese to ti>• ult.iniatupl. 
Firing rccJ,oub!eQ. in intensity. 
In tho evening, the Vietnarhese liaison 1144 to evacuate. 

. Pn 25/lJ/46, Fren91! mortar JhollO!I Vietnamese Jll)!litlo114 and 
buildings. Ail'!'raft ~w pvor th9 ijalph9ng-Kien-,A.n a0<\ 1Jie Jfai· 
phong-Vat Cach rout'l" (11.t th~ Haiphong-Hanoi axis), macqinl>-gunning 
the po'pula.ti9n, whi~IJ, was still ev1cuJting Haiphong, 

French troops let 1.,_ on tho town bani!s of pirates, the c Tho 
Phi >, ·clreased Chineee-fashion, aometinies disguised u Vi,tnamese 
eoldjers : - plunder, fires, assueina.tiona, which sowed terror in the 
hearts of both Vietnam- and Chinese. • \ 

Aircraft and the Tho Phi •guided the French artillery firing )>y 
means ot signals. . 

During the night of November 25th, a~r eome fie~ atreet­
battles, Vietnamese troops evacuated the town, leaving t4ere pnly a 
few guerrilla troops. • 

Tho withdrawing troop~ protected tho Chinese and Vietnamq,ie 
ci"il population which wa.s evacuating in great numbers, terroriaed 
by tho Tho Phi and tho French ROldien. 
airfi~d- 26/11/46, at 7.40 a.m.,- Frc11~h r•ratroops ,retook Cat Bi 

On 28/11/46 - exchange of notes between General )(orli~~ and 
M. Vo NgQyon Ginp, Minister of National Defpnoe (Documcn~ No. 8, 
9, ,10, 11, 12 an4 13). 

The French tried to spread hostilities out tow•~ t,vo. 8X'f, 
Haiphong-Do Son • and ~aiphcng-Kicn An. During- this ~~ 
~uerrill11 ncti"ity in Haiphong continued. Vietnamese troops natroll,d 
the streets of Haipbon,;r - n., a result or encounters, 20 French killed, 
2 tl\nks rlcstrorc<1. 4 Viqtnamesc dead Of wounded". Fierce battles 
in the PT01u,~s of Ont. Bi. The Frc·nch sprayed the straw hut.a with 
.. petrol Anfl BP.t thPrn 11liPht. - , 

On tho Cnn-Hiem (Kicn-An) routo, 6 _French tanlaijried to make 
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tJi,ir ..., toirards C.u Nifnl. 'l-'047 """ repulsed by Iha Vj~ 
defenoo. Tho bridge at C~u-Nil!P-WU destroyed. French C&DJ10l'.l 
boinliudi,d Kien-An. 

On the C&\l·Rac (Do-Son) route, French aircraft machine-gunned 
sampana'&lld launcheL Withdrawal in the •face of heavy barrage of 
tho Vietnamese i:lefen:ee. -

On 29/ll/46 - Fierce attackii by Vietnamese troops on •the Tho 
Pili, (who were armed and equipped by the French), especially near 
tho Pagoda of Dong-Ttu•en. 20 French killed, 5 Vietnamese. 

1''rom 8 - 10 p.m., the 'French, after 1oug preparation, attneked 
a Vietnamese P!)8ition at Do-Son. The attack failed. -

Withdrawal of a French armoured detachment froni Cau-Niom. 
On 30/ll/i6'·- ·Vietnanlese patrols in the Ha1J, district. Viet.­

nameoe patrols entered Cau-Nien and Haiphling, The French, with 
'--·th• Tho Phi in tbe vanguard, launched fresh attai,ks on Cau-Niem, 

with mortars and machine guns., The attack was rcpulaod. French 
shelling l'_f the whole Haiphong-Do-Son region. French shelling and 
machinecgunning of the village of-~[y:Khe (between Cau-Rao and Cau­

'Nicm), to :protect a rte0nn&iasance mission. • 
On 1/12/46 -' French shelling continu¢ - of no military 

sip.i~canco, but civilian hotl8e8 aeverly damaged . 
0~2/12/46 - Severe fighting in HaiphonJ, espc,ially at Thuong 

T,y: F'i';"h French attack on Cau-Niem from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
s'uppo~ bJC. aircraft. Attack rep~. 

Fig)iting !'()ntinuod ,t C4u-Rac: French incendiary bombs burnt 
out aeveral farms. • 

On 3(12/46 - French s!!elling coqtinu~ Leaflets dropped by 
F,!1ll)cb ,&1rcraft. '-

On 4/12/46 ·--: 1 Frencl! ~k 11.ut out of order_in tho Htly district. 
French mortars direeto4 agamst Gau~N1em. 8 fi.ghte_r rurcrait from· 
Hanoi machine-gunned ihe region and killed· or wounded rn,µiy 
civilians. No milituy o\ltaome. ( • • 

The tight continues... , ~ 

J -~e ~dit incid!tnt . 
(November-2lf, 1~) 

( 08iclal Re~rt, dated l>/,cember 4th, 1946, 
on the Lanpon)lneldent) 

I . ..._ PBBPAJµ7'IONS 
On 13/11/46, five kilometres alo~g tho ~,angson-Dong-Dang route, 

-ruullacipllned French soldiers, conces\od behind rocks, surpriac-attack0<l 
a convoy_ of tradera and looted their goods. 

On 18/11/46, ·nine· French soldiers climbed the mountains near 
the citadel to photograph Vietnamese military i>ositions. 
, On the same day, i,i, the evening; three French flOldicrs, accom­
panied by three Tho Phi, lri/ld to climb up to Van-Vy, a Vlctnnmc,;c 
poet. They 'w,rc driven back by tho VietnamcnBC sentries. 

?n 19/11/4&, in the evening: a group of French soldicrn drove 
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. . 
t&J!lrs up 'to the. Vietnameoe ,senir,.post, and pointed their machine 
guns.JU1d mortars towanls our positions. 

On 20/11/46, in the mornin3,. and during the night of 2llll/46 
French troops made feverish preparationa. They took up their otand 
on Hang-De mountain, hardby thli citadel, overlooking the barraclai. 
They hoisted the French flag ; movementa bf French troops at Ky-Lua 
could be observed ; French civilians were ordered to tnmsport their 
belongings to various Chinese hotels. • , • 

11. --THE INCIDENT 
On 21/ll/46, French troops, under the pretext of going to exhume 

the bodies of victims of the Laugson incident of 1940, carried out a ✓ 
reconnaissance or Viefuamese positions.· - Destructio'it of barricades 
by French troops. - Summons by tho Vietnamese aentry.""-'The 
French replied by firing shots .. The Vietnamese sentry counter-fired. ' 
It was 7.30 a.m. • • ' 

Intervention by the .. French~Vietnamese liaison. -
Cessation of hostilities. , 
~uring Ute di,seUBSions, French soldiers terrorised the population, 

shooting 14 young Tho and surp~attacking and occupying the 
• offices of the Administrative Committee, Ky-Lua'--tJ_t; Vietnamese 
J)olice H.Q., t~e Information Office· and Langaon lajlway StatiOn. 
Vietnamese troops fought back. The fjghting spread. :, .,. 

Ill. - FRENCH CONDITIONS 
On .23/11/46, French troops attacked Naipba. Interview with 

Colonel S1Mire, President of the Langao_n Administrative Committee. 
French Conditions : Occu})ation of Hang-Do· by the Fnlnch. 

Removal of barricades by the Vietnamese. Release of JO l!O-cialled Tho 
Phi arrested by the Vietnamese police. Freedom of mov"em~t between 
Ky-Lua and Dong-Dang (arbitrarily oceupie<I. by the Ft'enc.h since 
\July). 

The Vietnamese, finding most of these conditions contrary to the 
·Franco-Vietnamese Accords then in force, reruM. Discussions 
dragged on unti! 25/11/46. 

IV. - THE FIOJlT 
On 25/ll/46, the French Comniander recalled the conditions laid 

down, and issued an ultimatum. - • / 
At 11 a.m., fighting redoubled. The Administrative Committee of 

Langson and the • civil population evacuated.,. Vietnamese- troop~ 
resisted, and ficreo street battles took place in the town 'itself. 

At 4 j>.m., French aircraft macliine-_gunned Vietn&l}le80 pos!tion~ 
of Dong-Van at Ky-Lua, and Civilian districts. - •• • 

Armoured cars and artillery were also brought into play, and 
aimed at the citadel of Langson and Van-Vi bridge which th~ Viet­
namese occupied. ... r, 

On 26111/46, maohincagunnin1< of Loo-Binh. <.. 
Dong:ba{l·Jl enc.ircJed by Vietnamese troops. .: . 
The fiJlht ha, been continuing sinoe that date, as m\lch wlthfn 

TJRn~n ns around it. ' • 
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,D) An official_ teX,- on the incidents 

PRESIDENCY or THE PRoVJS10NAL ~VERNJil.'fr 
OP THJ: ...FflENCH REPom.lC 

NA-TIONAL l)UENCE GENXRAL STAPP 

Bulletin N' 46 

Pam, 30.9.46. 

THE. IIAIPHONO AND L_ANOSON INCIDENTS 
FJ!.OM NOVJ;)MBER 20th-28th, 19-16 

Notwithstanding the apparent COrdialitj o( otficial Franeo­
Victnam.ese' relt'tions, the sftllation in.'"Tonkin bccame--tcnsc durim; the 
months of October tLDd November 1946. General MorliCre, Commis­
·siooer of;the Republic ~ Hanoi, was ovenvhelmcd with protests on 
the part. of the Government of ViCt Nam against the custom~ re{?imc 
set up in Tonkin {n September 1946. 

It was on Septerilber 10th that an c import-export> control had 
been"eslished at Haiphong by the Commissioner of the Republic in 
Tonkin. No account wa, stflt to Paril of thil measure 1vhich, in its 
opn!..i(;atio , beCO:ffle a virtual ttaval blockade of the 1>0.rt. Similar 
control ~ set up at Langson. Reference to this can be seen in tele­
gram N• 464-'b of October 18th:- « Viet Nam protests against Naval 
action in Tonkin and the Langson Oarrisgn, > 

Nol until' after tho incidents of Novembc 20th was a te]eizram 
dated November 21st sent from General Vnlluy, Acting High Commis­
Hionor, explaining that this port CQntrol was c provisional > and was 
nothing more than an administrative mcrumrc c design..,ed to prevent 
widespread contrnbnnd > (in particular concerning the despatch of 
rice to China), to safeguard Ton1?f food supplies, and to protect the 
piastre by the oontrol of exchnn~ 

1 
.,,..~ • 

• ~his cont?Pl-a._nvo rise to protestslm the Government o( Viet 
Nam, rotests-WhiCh'led to a tense sil alion between ~ovember .1st 

. n'n 5th. From October 30th, the Oo n1mcnt of Hanoi rc(crred to 
nrticlo of the Modus vivendi of Septc bcr 14\h, applicable M from 
October 30th, in order to call for the c tion of the customs hlocknd~ 
at Haipliong. Xhe /lo fJhi Minh,..Afoutet Madu., Vivendi made 7>r~v1-
M• for the setting ttJ) of a « joi-nt Commiuion. for c11.1tom.s co-ordmn­
tion. > to e.:mmit1a the question. .of custom,. This fact. wns npparcntJ~­
disregarded locally. Discussions were opened on the site of the TT.Q_. 
of the future « DalBt or Hanoi > Commission. Things bccnmo mot'(' 
embittered. , 

~On November 16th, Ho Cm MJNR called upon Prcsidenl 
BmAULT tbrouRh the medium uf Admil'ftl d'ARORNLtsu. The telcf!rnm 
was not officially received by the President until November 20th. 
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Ill. THE HANOI INCIDENT 
(Dece~r 19th, 1946) 

. ,. ... ,-,, MEMORANDUM 
by the _Permdnent -J:)elegatiort of Viet Nam 

in France 

• ,.ThC, ,\·ar now being waged by France against Viet Num is 1/osed, 
of~ially, upon the asmmpqon of premeditated aggression on the part 
of thb -Wictnamcso Government against French troops statiQned in 
Vie..t Na.ht. This a.ssuniption has nevct been seriously questioned in 
Prancc';.(cve1\ from the Ht.a.rt it. has however appeared to be n rather 
weak one. It was actually the French authoriti91 in Jndqchina who 
ndvanccf': lt. At once party to tho fighi'an~·udgc thereof, how can 
they be taken as sufficiently qualified to sett once and for all the 
qu..Uon of responaibility I They deela that the Viell)amcsc 
authorities :wanted to get rid of t}lem, but these for their part have 
attinned th.at it was the French authorities who took tjle initi~tivo in· 

.. oommcncing hCl6tilities. ~rom among the two armies, which att.ac;ked T 
Which considered itself su.fficion\fy strong to attack the other I . The 
Frinc~• ai-my, reconstituted after ~' or the young Vietnamese army T 

3. ~e ·tlaim.~ Fretlch authori·u· ~ oven ir;vidence soeins to 
QC~t, ~ fer, it is true, to the v· ) to Indochina made by the 
?tllniater of France Overseas in D~m r 1946-January 1947. But it 
need hardly ho pointed out that t~e ndings of the members of the 
:P.~ion rested solely on the statem ts of those same people who, 
aeciordl'n·g to appearances, proyoked the crisis. Not a single attempt 
WU rnaae to contact our Oovemement. In such circumstaTiccs, how 
can they ·claim their conclusions to be valid f 

, Flll)ll~ opfnion up till no,w has boen kept informed ot develop­
monta·,in Viet Nam only by means of distorted news coming from one 
oourca alone. At·last we are for the first time puttin~ at their di8J1080l 
a short, ovenll appreciation of the hectic days which resulted in the 
op,i,ipg of ,IJ)e preoent terrible Franoo-Vietnameee oonflicL , This 
sl•IA>metlt takeejnto aooQunt many details which the French colonial 
authorities dill'egarded and whieb, it aeems to UII, may help tho French 
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IA> undemand the Franco-Vietnam- drama more cleul,y. And, tnlth 
IA> ~. even il on December 19th it wu Viet Nam who took the 
initiative in military 6perations, it .would be difficult to bold her u 
agg,-,r. • Such lively fVODIB can be undenlood onl;r in tho lifht 
of ·what preceded and eaUIOd them. Seoondly, if, tired of the 
colonial authorities' repeated "' coupe de force > again.at her, Viet Nam, 
on her own initiative, bad taken up al'IDII to defen,d heroelf, lier aetion 
;,,· surely juatifiBble on grounds of defence. Again; it muat not be 
forgotten that, even after the Haiphong l!!cideut (20/11/46), even 
after the many provocations undergQne at ];lanoi .following the 
Haiphong Incident (plunder, civilian ma888Cre8, aeisure of public 
buildings), the Government ot Viet Nam did net ccaae to try conci­
liation. It was only on December 20th, 1946, that our Gouen111U11tl 
call•d upon llu p,op!e lo pul up a rwto11<e ogoi•II llu allocki,lu 
troop~; tM troop, wlt.o, on, the previow ttJlfliflg, lad Gtlempled ti, lay ,/ 
llieo• to th• Betid•ne• -of the Pretid•""• of llu B•J»'bljo. 

May this objective account eerve the cauzle t>f peace, by heli,ing 
French people of good will to undemand that Viet Nam hu never 
wanted the preaent hcetili\ies and that, driven to a legitimate oelf­
de(ence, she lights in order to aafeguard her threatened independence 
and 'national unityi that she bears no hatred against either France 
or tho French ; that she deplores French lcaes as much as her own ; 
and that she will never cease to long for peace, whereby she may eettJe 
down to the conduct of her affairs. 

1: - BEPEBOUSSWNS OP TITiJ TIAIPITONG INCIDENT 

There i&-no longer any doubt as to the initial responsibility -
that is, for tho initiative in the Haiphong skirmish. Everyone ii frpm 
noW on in agreement On this point. It was French military units who 
provoked tho acuUlc· on November 20th, 1946, trying to seize <10nlrol 
of tho Viot.namese customs and firing on customs olficials and Vfet­
namf(IIC po)icemcn. a waa _the French High Command which 
prevented tho incident from rema.ii;iing a 1turely local one, by ordenng 

lFrench 1 troops to seize the town, in spite of agreement a.nived at 
l:letwtkn ~e Vi•tnameee Under Secretary Of State for the Interior' and 
tho Polilieal Adviser to the Commiaariat of the French ~public 
in N~rth lndochirli (the Lami-l'!am A...-.1). , ' . 

T~.Frenc\ c coup de force > came on top of a whole &erics 
o( violations, on1,.the part of the colonial a~tho~ties. of diplomatic( 
agreements reached between Viet ·Nam and France (- among' other 
.documcnta, publications by tpe France-Viet Nam Aasociatlon); aeimre 
of'the Mois Plateaux, followed by hcotilities and the establlllhment of 

• terrorist rule in Oochinehintl and South Annami oceupati0n of Cam­
, p.ha-mine, Campha-port, TieQ-Y n, Dam-Ha, Vat-Chau and Bae,.Ninh, .m Tonkin· calling together cif the 2nd Dalal ConferenC!' • affel' the 
'~ation of a •o-e,med Republfc of Cochinchina. After "the Ilalp1f.ong 
lhcident; Vietnamese "iiubuci:opinion WU jus!lfted in thlnl!fnlf that 
.tqe Fre,u;h ci,lonial a~thorities wanted-once moi-6 to conquer VI~ \q'am 

":i,..'-~ -26"- • 

' . 
by_~ ~- m~thods u she !>ad emploxed 80 ycsra ago - ruobling, :u.= 1:~~=d unexpected c coups do force > after eoveral 

The aerial, land'ancl naval bomberdment of Haiphong, 
0

which 
started barely hall an hour alter tlie evacuation ultimatum came to 
t~e Vietnamese populati~n ~ other towns as a warning of which, willy 
ru~y, they haato t.ske "hood. Everywhen, the French troops eam­
pa,l!!'ed, trenches_ bad to be dug, underground air-raid shelters. built, 
be~eades set up. Everywhere tho people fcsred French militsry 
violence brutal ,and without warning, ~ nt Haiphong. 

'•T~ey could hardly be tenned aggressive measures, these dqfensi,•o 
precaut-ions which. the Vietnamese civilians realised had to be taken 
after tho Haiphong Incident, in order to protect themselves as bcsi 
thoy could agains~ie attscks which probsbly would be law,ched by 
~ openly ~lilp, modern, mecha~ army. Oarried out, moreover, 
m broad daylight, these undertakings gave no IU80n to suppo80 Viet­
namese aggress.ibn, and could not, once hostilities had begun. be cited 
as.-proofs o,f a premeditated attack by the Government of Viet Nam. 
The. encuation of the town was, a Precautionary meru1nre, made 
adv,sablo b, _tho reeon bombardment of Haiphong, which killed or 
wounded at least 25,000 among the civil population - and it was the 
peoplQrthemselves who, without being officially ordered, but terrori.qcd 
by reports coming from Haiphong, took the initiative in this matter. 
AB for th9 holes in the :~alls which arc sometimes pointed to,·thcso 
enn ha.rd_ly\ be_ ~nsideN:d M evidence of our offens_ive desires nfter tho 
e..\•e.n~ at 'Ha1Phong, smce they date from the time of the Chinese 
occupation. 

J 
• IT. - EVENTS IN HANOI APTER TllE il'N'AOK 

,ON HMPllONG 

,Just for a Cew days,·'Hanoi E· joyed a short respite after the 
.attaek on Haiphong. For several ys, it was io he ho~ that the 
H_aiphorltt' outbui:st, despite ~ta viol ce, WOJlld not dcgener lQ, jnto a 
w1deap~d bettJ~fortunately, theMhch authorities, iust .. d of 
th.i.nk:ii\« of rcgulUing tlte incident, tried establish themselves in the 
to~d to keep ~old o.f it. ,vorse stiU they forced our Go\•emmcnt 
to heJp them &ei7.c Haiphong by allo • ,:r them, to resume military 
tran11port between Hanoi and Haiphong. As soon as the French Com­
mander was refused this authorisation by the Vietnamese Commander. 
gronpa ,of French soldiers, especially SAS parachute oommsnd"" 
O\·erran the streets of Hanoi, creating a number of incidents: DurinJ:r 
the three weeks following, at~ • against Vietnamese policemen, 
s1111ed hold-upa and !hafts of tradesm~, plunder, all sort• of agco-cs­
sion, b\i&k lriug on. the crowds, throwing of grenades, raping ol 
women and children-. AnnecC10ldiers. forced their way into the 
Centre! Office of Infonnatlon, ~ the people, out. and insulted 
Vietnam- flap. Others, puling in_ lorries in front of the Residency. , 
of the l'r),sldent of the •Republic, uttered profaniti011 and thi:eat~. 
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. The Oovemmeilt of Viet, Nam did all It oould to aafegaafd the 
pa... :whicll the Freileh ioldiers were ., o~ ~g Id ,leoparalle. 
Whilst President Ho Cl\1 Mnm again and again addr<DO<l In-- to 
tin, French people, Uie Freneh National Aaoembl,y, and to the Fnmeh 
Oovemmcnt, Vietnamese authorities launched appeal alter appeal to 
the population, urging P,cm to remain calm. Oovernmental ordora 
were strictl,y obeyed by a people eon.ocious-of the danger it would be 
running into should hoetilitiea break out. Unfortunatel,y, ii appeuo 
that lhc French interpreted this attitude as a sign of passivity and 
weakness. ' • 

Finally, on Decembor 17th, under the p~t4t of Ulking repriaals 
for an imaginary crime, parachute commandos fired 011 a wholo 
dis\rict of-Hanoi; some 50 people were killed or carried off. On \he ,, 
following day, December 18th, the aame thing happe~ed in other dis- v• 
triota : rue Song To Lich, rue Takou and rue du Papier. • Q9 the 
same day, the Ministry of Finance together with the holieo of the 
?lfinister of ,vorks, Was occupied by French armoured troops; Viet• 
namese authorities woro summoned two days after having left the apot. 
At the same Lime, the French c liaison>, through. the intermediary c>f 
Major Fmmx, made it known to the Committee for the National 
Defehco of Viet ·N'am, that tho French eomm_and would takd obarp 
of tho maintenance of order in Hanoi, at t.be latest on the morning of 
Deeemher 20th, 194~. , • 

On December 19th, Oen~ral MoRLIERE call.a for the deotrue\ion 
of horricades and the disarmament of the Tu-Ve (self-defence corpa). 
On the aame day, in several towns, the French Command proceeded to 
destroy the protective barriers put up by the civil population. At 
Hanoi, at about 8 p.rn.., French troops Supported by armoured ears 
coming from th~ lnstitut Poateur, from the Lanessan Hoepital, from 
the Lo-due district and from me Duvillicr, drove along tho najghbou• 
ring streets. Also al 8 o'clock, largo French forces guarding ·the 
Bank of Indochina marched towards the Palace of the President of 
the Republic, Ho Cw MINH. The capital of Viol Nam and the ocat of 
the political organs of the Republic were under the threat of a c coup· 
de forec •· French attacking columbs liurled themselves at oiery: one • 
of our various cj)osts that they came ae.....,. Fightillg breko out, not 

,all a\ the same time, but everywhere where tho French troo1!41 ,..,re 
trying to forco their way. Time-Iago botweeil local akirmisheo which 
took place one after the other during that tragic night, prove that 111, 
Vielniuncse authorities had not prepared a wholesale a\taek oti thf 
French. Moreover, nc{thcr tho Chateau d 'Eau nor ,the Pont'' Hes 
Rapides Md been mined; if the Vlelnamcse had really planltl!d 
oggressivo action, it is scaeely u, be believed that lhiiy wonld have . 
missed emborraasing the French g!rtlion by destreying th'll two, which 
they still had in their poosession. Such ah otl\lssion is lnoon~vable. 

The evobts whicli ~utNd o~e evening of December ·19\h 
give tho lie to the alle{!aliona made by the French Command, aeoor­
ding to ,which, having beell Informed 'In the afts_"l"?n that ~ Vi~ 
namose attaclt would he laun9hed that, very evening, 11 had lnimed1a-
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tel1 to deepateh \roopa, u a purely defensive measure, in drder to 
avoid m-•- In Uc\, it was since the 17th Iha\ the Vielnameao 
c liaison ► lild been aildng the ;French Command to eonsfgn lreops 

, 14_ t!'&t ....,, at !Wt in the everilngs, so as to muce incidents to a 
muwnum. Holtilltiee which broke out on the evening of Deceinber 
19th wen, Mt 11\artsd by the Vielnameae, but by the French under the 
protut that th'e VietJ,tamese were going to attack them. How can any 
other explanation be supported nbw that it is known that even J>resi. 
'"'1t Ho Cm ~ himself, together with his guard, had difficulty in 
making his way out of bu.ming BanOl, under a rain of bullets and 
shells I' A good number of Cabinet members were unable to leave 
Hanoi.for several days after December 19th, and several 1itinisters or 
Under Secretaries of State, unab~ to make it in time; were taken 
prisoner. <"'. , . 

It was only on the morning of Deceinber 20th, niter havinft 
ruu:rowly ~ped from a voritable trap laid by the French· colonial. 

;, authorities, whoso military presence right up to the capital had been 
accepted, that tho Vietnatneao· Gohmmcnt was regretfully compelled 
to call upon the" people of Viet Nam, and especially upon the popula­
tion of H$11oi, to take .up an'ns in a ?ffli!itance which, despite the PJ'C· 
tensions of tho French eolonia1iats, they had long since foreseen. 

'\ __., 

P"remdita~ ~ttack, or legitimate defence, Oil the 1>art of Vid Nam 1 

• Sacrificing thus the best of her ~outh and soldiers, and of her 
weslth/ Viet Nam gale proof of her resolve to )uard her independence 
and unity at all ""'&sts; and this struggle will"-bo carried on, if need be, 
by several generations, as if it had never subsided since tho middle of 
the last century. But at the snmo time, tho Go,•enunent of Viet Nam 
has never ceased to appeal to France to put an end ffl this fratricidal 
strife. Like their lcadcf, the t. tnamcro J>CQple earnestly await the 
triumph of the cause of p;cacc d their indCpendcnce together with 
that of Franco-Vietnamosc broth <hood~ / 

I If yjet.Niim:-iights ,vith enc ' and resolve lo safeguard her 
\riglit to live freely, whatever tho ; if she rcsisLq the assaults of 
French colonial troops with sucee&,; i was 'without any prcmeditntion 
that she entered this war which she never wanted nnd which she 
hopes will bo drawn to a close as soon as possible. Faced with the 
cruel alternative of defendi,ttg her very life or of falling once more 
under the yoke of servitude, driveri to the last extremity, she agreed 
to wage the p~i war in order to safegunrd her threatened indepen. 
denoo and national' unity, but it is with a doop sense of regret that she 
has been eompelled to accept fighting: sho,has never planned aggres­
sion .against the French. She" struggles, but her struggle is no more 
than a legitimate defence, because what Viet Nam dcsim was peace. 
Thia desi?e for peace she has made manifest since tho comiug to 
power of Pnioioenl Ho Cm Mnm, and confirmed by tho Acoords of 
March 6th '8d September 14th, 1946. Sho had need of pe,\_CO in 

-29 ;-:-



I • 

I 
I 

1· 

order to devote herself to the work, e_f national,. construction. Even 
with o I>Owerful army ,Vier Nam was eager to enjoy, at last, a 
normal life; and she wan¥ peace. 'But she was aware that her y.oung 
army, with insufficient equipriient and primitive arms, coulii not dream 
of w\Jining ngains\ the French colonial troops without the time faeror. 
She kriow that war would brjng t.errible~aufferings for h~ civil popu. 
latiqn before the operati911s of b'er guerril!,as could bear any effect .. 

Thnt is why her Government attempted the almost iml)!llllliblo ao 
.s· to escape tho present crisis. Now that it has happened, Viet Nam 
never ceases to desire a speedy peace. Driven to fight, ahe fights, 
Im.owing that, in present times, alf the inost tnodem armies in 1 the 
worl~ and all the most. effective we"apons .of destruction·could never / 
prevail against the will of a wholly~ited people, buptlng forltheir • 
·freedom. .... • . ~ 

farit, June l.d, 1947. 

TRAN-NOOG,D:ANH, 
Deputy for Nambo, 

President, Delegation in Prance . 
of tho Democratic R6public of Viet Nam. 
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