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L-TEXT OF THE MEMORANDUM SENT
BY THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT
TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT ON
THE ORIGIN OF THE PRESENT
i CONFLICT

\

The-péople and the Government of Viet Nam wish to co-operate
with the French Government. This desire for peace and co-operation
is erystallised in the signing of the Preliminary Convention of March
6th and of ‘the Modus' Vivendi of September 14th, 1946.

Nevertheless, despite the March 6th Convention, hostilities have
continued in Cochinchina and Southern Annam; despite the signing
of ‘the Mpdus Vivendi, after a short interval incidents-have been multi-
plying in Northern Viet Nam, and, since December 19th," hostilities
have broken out throughout the country.

~ Who is responsible for this fratricidal strife?! An objective exam-

ination bf events since March 6th, 1946, and \of official documents

signed iy High Representatives of France in Indochina, will give us

the answer to this question. Tt gives indisputable proof of the French

colonialists’ desire to re-establish their dominion over this country, sys-

tematically to sabotage the accords signed, and to make all sincere and

friendly cooperation between France and Viet Nam impossible. It

brings to light the methods of act}on they contemplated and to which
they had recourse. -

1. AlL kindﬂrdpi]y infriugemenﬁ;lr(milimry, political, economic,
ete..) 80 as to « nibble away » the sovereignty of a free State granted
to Viet Nam and to render the accords jworthless;

2, Creating incidents, by use of foree if need be, so as to egrry out
a minutely detailed offensive and then to lay all the blame upon Viet
Nam;

3. And finally, when the moment arrived, the elimination of the
present leadérs of Viet Nam by a « coup d’etat » or a carefully thought
out sudden attack carried out in accordance with the best police
measures. Of especial relevance and significance in this respect are
the instructions dated April 6th and 10th 1946, which Generals LrcLerc
and VALLUY gave to French troops. 'We print here some excerpts :

This defence (of French interests), shall be undertaken :

« In gradual stages, each day showing frésh progress;

« Bi force, if need be, either on the initiative of the different
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leaders of detach or by O di Otﬁeeu.otel.leupmnrde
from the C "ift.herem““ time for d action; e

% In each garrison, immediately upon his arrival the Commanding
Officer will draw up an initial plan of security; this will comprise in
part a permanent plan for the protection of billets and-above all,
& plan of action for manceuvres in the town... Onee this pldn is drawn
up and settled in general outline, it must bé completed as soon &s
possible by an examination of a series of measures to enable this so far
purely military plan to be modified and trmsfomcd to meet conditions
of a « coup d’Etat ».

« It is vital to gather together at the earliest moment all ddeumen-
tation available upon Chinese and Annamite Organisations in the
town, as well as upon their local leaders (identity, customs, plaees
where they spend the night, ete...).

« At the same time, special teams will be forméd which wﬂl

eventually be able to travel in disguise (as has been done in

china). The duty of these teams is to « neutralise » the heads Ind
leaders until the Commandant considers the fime ripe to set up a
security system. These teams must be specially constituted and armed,
and must be kept in constant touch with the lives and activities of
those whom they are to « keep out of the way ». As regards regular
and non-regular battle units, a similar method of action must be
worked out..

« Onee mtormuuon is acqulred ing these isations and
the practices of their ially formed dos will pre-
pare to « neutralise » them by xurpnse attack. »

Violation of accords, incidents, local « coups de foree », almost
continuously interfered in Franco-Vietnamese relations right until the
day when the plan which aimed at < transforming a purely military
operation into 3 eoup d’Etat » was put into action.

I. — VIOLATIONS OF ACCORDS

Representatives of France in Viet Nam began to violaté acdords
on the morrow of their having been signed. ¥
These violations were both military and political.

MILITARY VIOLATIONS

Military violations of accords signed ean be grouped under two '
headings :
* — continuation of hostilities and terrorisim in Ouhimhim and
Southern Viet Nam;
— Bréach of the military aceord of Aptil 8rd, 1946, conedrniing
relief opeérations arid the installation of troops norui of the -16th
Parallel.

a) Continuation of hostilities and térrorism.

It had beéen agreed upon that on March 7th, jom Armistico
Confithissions would leave for Northétti Anfiam, Sou inﬁtm and

— e ~
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Cochinchina. But, despite
the Vlelnunene Govemment, t.he Frmch mthomiu oppooed the des

Article 3 of the thmlnny Cnnvenhon mpuhtes that necessary
steps shall be taken « of hostilities,
t.he munwenauee of troops in then- pecti it and the
ry to the i di ing of
fnmdly and frnnk negonnhonl. > Now, the French authorities in
Vi troops to lay down their
arms before French positions. Once the Vietnamese troops had, with
every reason, refused to comply with this order which, to obey; would
liive seemed like capitulation, French troops attacked them and, under
the pretext of mopping-up and police operations, tried to seize hold
of Cochinchina, ing out at the same time a virtual reign of terror
over the eivil population — bombing, village blazes, arrests, arbitrary
exécutions of patriots, ete...

Further viglation of the same Article 3 of the March 6th Con-
verition, relating to the cessation of hostilities and the maintenance
of troops in_their respective positions : French troops occupied the
plateaux of Southern Annam just as the Franeo-Vietnamese Confe-
rence-at Fontainebleau wad about to open (June 1946).

b) Breaches of the military accord of April 3rd, 1946.
1. Maintenance of French troops in Western Tonkin (Son La,

Lai Chau) when, according to the accords, the French Army was only
authorised to cross these regions in order fo get from China to Laos;

2. Occupation, from August 1946, of coastal zones in Northern
Viet Nam (Campha Mines, Campha Port, Tien Yen, Dam Ha, Vat
Ohay, ete...), and attacks launched aftér December 12th, 1946, towards
Mon Cay, Dinh Lap, with the help of the « Tho Phi » bandits;

8. Maintenance of two compan}es at Phu Lang Thuong;

4. Oeeupmon of Dong Dang on Julv 15th, 1946, followed by the

bove-m ions;

e 8 Oceupation of the town of Bac‘ th after- having provoked
ineidents at Can Dong, Bac Ninh on August 1st.and 3rd;

6. Irregular movements of relief and food-supply convoys between
the centres of trobp installation, displacements without warning,
number of troops above the totals provided for by the aceords, nume-
rous iticidents during the course of displacements (at Cau Duong, Bac
Ninh, July-August 1946);

7. Use of non-metropolitan troops by the Freneh Contmand, for

purposes other than the guarding of”J: eonmry to
the March 6th Conventmn,

8. Violation of local d ing billeting, feeding, — oecu-
pation of public and prmu lmﬂding- and military positions (subjoet
of local protest).
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POLITIOAL VIOLATIONS,

Political ‘violations of accordls signed fnll fntn two groups :
a) maneuvres against the.unity of Viet- Nam,
b) mancuvres against the sovereignty of Viet Nam. '

a) Manauvres agm'nQ the unity of Viet Nam,

The aim of the mancuvres against the unity of Viet Nam was
the division of the country : Cochinchina, Southern Viet Nam, the
High Plateaux, the Thai, Tho nnd Nung countries, thus :

1. In Cochinchina — creation of the autonomous Republie of
Cochinchina on June Ist, 1946, with a Government chosen by French
umhnrmw,

2. In Southern Vnet Nam — refusal of the French guthorities-to
give back occupied centres to the Government of Viet Nnm, aett.mg up
of French Administrative Centres, d of 60 r
this region, to the so-called. Federal Conference of Dnlat (August ln
1946) ;

3. On the Southern Viet Nam pla!eaux — ocgupation ot the region
by French troops in June 1946, d of 60 to
region, to the so-called Federal Conference (August 1st, 1946);

4. In the Thai, Tho and Nung countries — interference of F'rench
troops in the ndmmmranon of these reglonq and manceuvres to stir
up the people against Viet Nam.

b) Maneuvres against the sovereignty of Viet Nam.

Mancuvres directed against the sovereignty of Viet Nam aimed
principally at re-establishing, under the name of the Indochinese Fed-

eration, the former Governor General, thus to stifle the free State of .

Viet Nam, recognjsed by the March 6th Convention, by :

1. Creation of Federal Organs, although the !statute of the Indo-
chinese Federation had not yet been fixed either by treaty or aeccord,
the institution of Federal Commissions of Justice, of Education, of
Information, of political, economie, financial affairs, etc..., the attempt

to set up Federal Customs, Federal postd such as at Haiphong,

Saigon, ete...;

2. Attack upon the fiscal sovereignty of the State of Viet Nam,
obstrueting the collection of taxes by Vietnamése authorities and their
imposition on French and Chinese subjects in Viet Nam;

3. Interference in the administration of certain localities such as
Son La and Lang Son, the setting up of a Municipal Police Commis-
sariat at Haiphong, and of a Delegation of Public Works, a Post Office,
and French ’l‘rihlmn]s'at Hanoi.

II. — INCIDENTS AND «COUPS DE E‘ORCE »

A policy-of force, incidents and atmclﬁes, beg;n fmm tho first
days of the landing of relief troops at Haiphong,

S~

X Rvil impossible to attribute t.hun solely to the lack of discipline
-among the French troops.

.
SOME EXAMPLES.

dl. Hongay umldent of July Sth 1946 causing widespread damage
and a
¢2 Bac Ninh md Can Dong incidents at the beginning of August;
ineid at Haiphong, especially during the months
of August, September, October and November; i
4, Numerous- bitter incidents'at Hanoi from April to November,
causing many ecasualties;

5. Ineidents provoked. through

t and almost daily, eausing nume-
rous casualtiés among the popnlauon — throwing of grenades, shoot-
ings, plunder and pillage of all sorts, breaches of elementary police
regulations, attempts and acts of aggmssmn against Vietnamese poli-
cemen.

. Such ineid ically ked, are sufficient proof of
the intention’ of the French authorities in Viet Nam to strain the good
relations between the two peoples.

EVIDENGE OF BAD FAITH.

It was these same French authorities who gave evidence of a lack
of good will in applying the Modus Vivendi. On so-called grounds of
pnnc:ple, {they refused to allow the meeting at Hanoi or Saigon of the
joint Commissions provided for in the Modus Vivendi, with the
exception of the Commission for the cessation of hostilities.

Thus, Franco-Vietnamese relations became more and moré strained
until the day when widespread figh!.ing hrokg out.

The final incidents and pmvoc:}tions.werc the immediate cause of
the present struggle. . N

The wave of provocations and mcldeut.s rapidly grew to alarming
proportions as from N‘&:ember The polify of force reached a climax
with the despatch of virtual ultimatums/ each one as unacceptable as
the other, which were destined to render|useless all attempts at conci-
liation on the part of the ‘Government of Viet Nam and to present the
Blum Government with a « fait aceompli ».

WITH WHOM DOES THE RESPONSIBILITY LIE?
In order to arrive at a clear understanding of the nature of the

tragie struggle into whi;h they have drawn us, and in order to ascertain
upon whom the responsibility rests, we have only to cast a rapid glance

.overthc nﬂeé of ineidents which took place :

The setting up of an import-export control at Haiphong and
the bloehda of the port.' Bitter incidents resulted — sudden attack
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by French troops upon Haiphong, a'suceession of dmm
Colone} DEpes and General MORLIRRE; \ e BB i
2. Occupation of Lang Son;
3. Attacks on Do Son;

4. Landing of reinforcements at Tourane on December
contrary to signed accords (letter of protest from President Ho Car
Mixa to the President of the French Government, dated December
12th, 1946); i . 3

5. Attack by the French garrisonsof Tien Yen and Dam Ha upon
Dinh Lap and Mon Cay; ik

6. Numerous incidents provoked by French troops (especially by
the S.A.S. parachute' commandos) at Hano.l for three suecessive weeks
(shootings, throwing of grenades, plundering, rape, attacks An«fi acts
of aggression against the Vietnamese police, systematic acts of proi
vocation and sabotage against the offices of the Vietnamese Bureau o
Information) which seriously interfered with public order in the V.le;-
namese capital and compelled the popuh_mon to take measures in nl i
defence. On Deeember 17th, serious incidents bml.(e a.ut in the caglta
of Viet Nam — shelling and sacking of several distriets of Hanoi —
houses set ablaze, some 50 Vietnamese massa¢red, most .of them women
and children — at the joint Guard’s post at the Electrie Plant._ tm_ch-
erous and unwarranted shots fired by a French sentry at his Viet-
namese comrade, killing him outright;

7. Numerous incidents provoked by French troops in other centres
of troop-installation (Hue, Nam Dinh and Hai Duong); &

It should be pointed out in pass_in'g that there was a comple
ahsence of incidents and.provoeations in Phu Lang Thuong, Bac Ninh
and Vinh, where the number of French troops was small;

i ini; i he residence of
8. Qccupatioh of the Ministry of Finance {md t
the Minister of Transport of the Govemn}ant.of Viet N§m on D?a;{mbeli'
18th. Intensified provoeations and shelling in other districts of Hano
(Rue Song To Lith, Rue Takeu, Rue du Papier), f'o}lowed by massacres
and acts of terrorism and the undertaking of military enterprises by
the French Command; ;
i d 19th si
9. Letters of ultimatum dated December 18th an igned
respectively by Captain CHATILLOY, fM;lor FoxpE ﬂd General Mog-
ARRE, demanding the destruction of € P 3
’l}lmn:l'isamoment of Vietnamese forces and the handing over of the
police service to French troops; :
d attack 1 hed suddenly during the evening of

10. Widesp

December 10th.

II. — EFFORTS AT CONCILIATION ON THE PART
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIET NAM

i ding the hopel of the situation during the days
precgdc;:z:“&e present conflict, the Government of Viet Nam mn‘de the

- R

gretﬁst efforts at finding a peaceful and friendly way out of the
crisis :

— Telegram of December 15th sent by President Ho Cur Mixa
to President Léon Brum, setting forth concrete proposals towards
bringing to a peaceful close the grave incidents which daily became
more frequent and more serious, and which were being provoked by
Fren¢h troops in the numerous towns of Viet Nam, especially in
Hanoi; and requesting the Commissioner to take adequate steps towards
putting an end to the situation which was deplored by the two peoples
alike. f

— Letter of the.same date sent to the President of the French
Government reporting a worsening of the situation in the North and
Centre of Viet Nam and deploring the' intensifying of the French
representatives in Viet Nam's policy of a « fait accompli »,

- Telegram of the same date praying for the application of a
French policy true to the Accords signed and for the sineere and
friendly co-operation advoeated by the President himself; recalling the

proposals of Décember 15th; and hoping for the despatch
of a French Parliamentary Mission to Viet Nam.

— Personal letter of December 19th from President Ho Cur Misu
to M. Suﬁm, regretting the increased tension in Franco-Vietnamese
relations an{l expressing the hope that M. Hoaxe Mixa Gram would

d, together with the C issi , in finding a solution towards
an improvement in conditions (this letter, sent at 11 o’clock, failed to
produce-an answer). On the same day, at 9.30 a.m., M. Hoaxe Mrxu
G1am, through the medium of the Franco-Vietnamese liaison, requested
an interview with M. SarNteny, but the latter refused to meet him.

— Letter of the same date from President Ho Crr Mism to
Presidents Léon Brum and Vineent Aurior, deploring the multipli-
cation and increase in severity of the incidents in Viet Nam, reaf-
firming his respect for France and her people and the confidence he
had in them, and imploring them fo call to an immediate halt the
Provocatipns and ed. '

y

IV. — WHEREIN LIES A{SOLUTION ?

The struggle which is staining red the soil of Viet Nam was
wilfully instigated by the French Colonialists. The people of Viet
Nam are bound to defend themselves by use of arms. Foree must be
opposed by the force.of a people resolved to fight to the bitter end
to safeguard its lawful rights. We nevertheless consider that peaceful
means ean be found towards putting an end to the fight. In her
struggle to defend her territorial unity and her independence within
the framework of the French Union, Viet Nam is still convineed that
with the new France her twofold objective could he speedily realised
by a poliey of peace and mutual confidence, based upon the Accords
already signed. zm

The referendum provided for in Article T of the Preliminary
Convention of March 6th offers a solution to the question of the
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territorial unity of Viet Nam.. In granting to Viet Nam the status of
j her diplomatic relations with fore

a Frée State and in respecting her
Nations, the Preliminary Convention has laid the foundations of her
external and internal sovereignty. . .

Nevertheless, neither the Convention of March 6th nor the Modus
Vivendi provided for sufficiently well-defined and concrete means of
application, the former eonﬁnlf: itself to prineciples and the latter
falling back upon Joint Commissions to solve the diffieulties. This
lack of precision and the shor i of proced have h
about the ab ioned plications, which lly led to the
present confliet.

*

Proposals by the Government of Viet Nam

In order to put an end to this confused situation, the Government
of Viet Nam suggests the following concrete measures to be taken :

1.°Order to be given for an immediate cease-fire on all fronts;
Armistice C issil to~ be i d and to start functioning
immediately to ensure the carrying out of the cease-fire order, to
arrange for the return of troops to the positions defined by the Aceords
of March 6th and April 8rd, and the setting free of all prisoners of
war and all persons arrested on political grounds — all this to be
completed at the latest one week following the cease-fire order;

2. The i diate checking of the despatch of French reinfor-
cement troops to Indochina;

3. A meeting to be arranged Torthwith between qualified repre-
sentatives of the two Governments, namely, Minister MovTer and
President Ho Crr Mixg, for the purpose of drawing up upon the b_uis
of the March 6th Convention a suf(inlmt’ly concrete and ‘detailed

scheme for a definite treaty bearing i!l P liar upon the following
points :

a) Organisation of a referendum in Cochinchina;

b) Diplomatie relations of Viet Nam with foreign countries;
¢) Organisation of the Indochinese Federqtion;

d) Position of Viet.Nam within_the French Union;

Onee this scheme is drawn up, the FﬁnwﬂMam&e Confetei)ee
will forthwith convene at Paris for the drafting of a eonolu_mve
treaty.

Hanoi, December 31st, 1946.

HO CHI MINH, NPT
President of the Democratic Rogmbk'c'a] Vl’o_l Nam.

-_ 10—
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IL. . THE HAIPHONG AND LANGSON
. INCIDENTS

The Modus Vivendi of September 14th, 1946, has never beer
xupecled‘by F?nce. In .on]er not to have to set free their polil)i(;cn;
prisoners, the r:ench High Commisariat preferred to shoot them.
llg:;: beto_n; President ;:lp Crr Mixa had landed back in Viet Nam,

ch military 'authonum had 1aid hands on Vietnamese internal
trade, a step which caused the Acting President, M. Huysu THuc
Is.lqu, Minister of the Interior, to protest before the French autho-
rities.” . §

4 Thus, on October 30th, 1946, the date on which the Franco-
Viethamese ':ccord came into foree, everything pointed to the fact that
the French in Indochina were not likely to respect France’s signature.
Neyerthg!ass, froql that day, the Government of Viet Nam, in accor-
dance with the stipulations of the Modus Vivendi, did not hesitate to
hn_nd over the Pasteur Institute to the competent French authoritics,
Vle.t Nam prepared to carry out her committment to set up delegations
which were to” constitute the joint Commissions provided for in the
same accord.

But, by unilut.eral seizure of the Customs Service at Haiphong,
the Erenc.h au.thonties deliberately prevented the application of the
Modus V}ven& of September 14th. 1946, and prepared the way for
a reopening of hostilities against Yiet Nam. ’

W '
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A) Text of a “Special Order”
seized by the Vielnamese from a Colonial
officer proving that the French attack
on Haiphong was premeditated-

COLONIAL MPGTRY

No 938-PC
: SPECIAL ORDER
(Reference : Order No 13706-R/3S of the
Commanding Officer dated 21/10/46)

General : As the situation remains unstable, we might at any moment
be'suddenly called upon to intervene on our own initiative. On
this hypothesis must be based a plan of attack.

PLAN OF ATTACK

A) OBJECTIVES :
1. to get possession of the French distriets by wiping out Viet-
namese strongholds;
2. to seize vital points which will make us masters of the town;
3. to open up the route to Tach Tray.

1 e '

R {
‘B) THIS PLAN TO BE GARRIE:IYJ OQUT IN TWO STAGES :

1st. stage : realisation of objectives 1 and 2.
2nd. stage : realisation of objective 3.

C) DUTIES OF THE ARMOURED GROUP :

1st. stage : < \
a) to reinforce the B.M.E.O. by a patrol of 2 tanks, 2 scout-cars,
1 heavy tank; to clean up the entry to the rue du Commerce and the
rue de Riviére; |
3 b) to reinforce by a patrol the 2/28rd RIC in order to seize the
Theatre, the Water Works, and the Bonnel-Doumer crossroads;

) |




¢) to seize the Building of the local guard and to mop up Viet-
namese positions in the Avenue de Belgique. Ve ;

2nd. stage: *

_.— to open up the Laeli Tray route, up to the‘ bridge. Occn.py the
bridge. Get in touch with the Cat Bi garrison. Upon order of the

commanding officer, get in toueh with the Bo Son garrison.

D) WAYS AND MEANS :

A detach ready for i diate action, of 3 patrols, 1 patrol
of two scout-cars, 1 patrol of three half-tracks, 2 mechanised squads;

A reserve detachment of -8 tanks and 4 scout-cars;

1 Section of Sappers;

Artillery fire support and from the CCI of the 23rd RIC,

E) AIMS :. '
1. To seize as quickly as possible and to hold the Native G-u';rd
and the Bonnel-Doumer crossroad;
2. At the same time, to clean up rue de Belgique ;

? 3. To free an armoured patrol as early as possible, in order to send
it to LachTray bridge, to occupy the bridge and to get into contaet
with Cat Bi. ,

¥) DIVISION OF FUNCTIONS :

1) The Lieutenant commanding the 3rd Squad will designate the
two patrols to be put at the disposition of the 2/23rd RIC and of the
BM.E.O. This latter will be released by the BM.E.O. at the end
of its mission and placed at the disposal of the Lieutenant commanding
the 3rd Squad;

2. Detachment Martin, 1 patrol ready for immediate action,
2 C.E.P. mechaniséd Squads, 1 section of Sappers, 2 scout-cars, 3 half-
tracks. The carrying out of the three paragraphs of « Aims » (E).

G) LAUNCHING OF ATTACK :

The first phase to be launched upon order from the « Comman-
dant d’Armes » : « Contact Horace at F s. The second phase will
be launched on my orders. :

Upon rgceiving the alert signal, radio network to be opened

ARTILLERY SUPPORT :
Plans of attack — Anticipated shots - ]

a) Preparatory firing on the Avenue de Belgique district from H

to H plus 10;

b) Firing on various points started at T, especially on :
1. the native guard;
2. boundary and P.C. of rue Sadi-Carnot;
3. posts in rue d’Enhal;
4. post at Lac Vien. -

— 14 e

¢) Firing on the. Kien An and Hanoi routes.

2 PREPARATORY MEASURES

— Sub-Lieutenant Delayan will check and keep up to date the
control of posts in Avenue de Belgique.

B The Haiphong incident
(November 20th, 1946)
(Official Report, dated December 4th, 1946
of the Haiphong Incident)

1. — PREPARATIONS

On 15/11/46, between 3 p. m. and 6 p. m., French soldiers seized

the following Vietnamese : X
Hoang Van Bach - Cook;
Trinh Van Lam - Hairdresser;
. Phan Van An;
~Tran Khan Du.
* On 16/11/46, the arrests continued :

About 9.20 am., policeman No. 2229, rue Le Loi, was carried
off by motor bieyele No. 806;

About noon, seizure of two more Vietnamese policemen, rue Ha
Huy Tap;

About 2.30 p.m., six unknown Vietnamese carried off by a car
belonging to the French; \

. About 4.30 p.m., seizure of two policemen.

‘On 17/11/46, during the morning, five further Vietnamese arres-
ted in the docks area.

Repeated protests on the part of the Vietnamese against these
aets are still being ignored. -

On 19/11/46, at about 590 p.m., the French seized the canoe
« Nam Viet » and a 12 ton launch Cpa;Cam, and cut off communica-
tions between Haiphong "and Quang’ Yen (see document No. T —

“memorandum of the Vietnamese liaisgn).

II. = COMMENCEMENT OF THE INCIDENT AND VIET-
NAMESE EFFORTS TO LOCALIZE IT. [
From 7 aam. to 10 am. French soldiers, under the pretext of a

smuggling charge, abducted a Chinese junk loaded with petrol, although
it had passed the customs regulations. Vietnamese police on the spot

_intervened. French soldiers opened fire on the police. The Viet-

namese police replied. A French eraft, armed with machine gunners,
also opened fire on the population : two Vietnamese wounded, one
policeman killed. The French military lorry No. MF 41380-10-40551,
which wag hieading towards the scene of ‘the incident, was stopped by
Vietnamese from the Cho Sat market, The French soldiers in the
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lorry, Jumeau, Danas, Gavino (of the military Seeurity), Danjou,
Larcada and Lefevre, all of them armed, were escorted to a neighbour-
ing post and placed under security, together with some French
civilians found in the district. ¢

At about 11 am., the Franeo-Vietnamese liaison arrived upon
the scene. Two. French ar d cars had p ded them. Aftor
intervention by the Vietnamese liaison, the French liaison officers
sent these armoured cars away.

At about 11. 30 a.m. these ears came back, and halted in front
of the « Place du Thédtre Municipal ». At the same time, French
troops made a swyrprise entry into Haiphong Railway Station and
occupied it. '

At about 1.30 p.m., the two loeal liaisons decided by mutual
agreement :

1. To set free the soldiers and officers held by the Vietnamese;

2. To send back the six tanks which were on the way to the
market or had parked in the « Place du Théatre »;

3. To remove all road blocks and mines which were hampering
cireulation about the ‘town;

4. To send back the French troops who, without any motive, had
oceupied Haiphong Railway Station.

A French ultimatum was delivered verbally, demanding the eva-
cuation of the police station in rue Henri-Rividre, before 2. p.m.

The Vietnamese liaison freed all the French who had been placed
under security and protested against the ultimatum.

At 2 p.m. the tanks in the « Place du Théatre » were still there,
and a fresh set of conditions was laid down by Colonel Ddbes, in
particular, the evacuation' of Vietnamese positions in the Chinese
distriets.

Fruitless negotiations were followed by a return of the French
liaison and the recall of the' ultimatum. Conversations lasted onee
more for over an hour ; then the French issued fresh conditions :

— evacuation of all the above-named positions;

— complete evacuation of the Tu Ve (Self-defence Corps) from
the Chinese districts, so as to make a French zone there.

2.15 p.m. - Without awaiting the Vietnamese reply, French troops,
reinforced. By a number of French armoured detachments, launched
a general offensive against several points in the town simultaneously.
The offensive was aimed at :

a) Vietnamese publie buildings situated in the French area —
The Treasury, the Town Hall, the Mayor’s Residence, the main Police
Station, the Post Office, ete...;

b) A Vietnamese police station in the Chinese distriet (Boulevard
Tenri-Rividre) ;

¢) * Cértain stratégic points in the town (Municipal Theatre, ete.).

At 2.30 p.m. the Vietnamese central liaison drew the attention
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the French central liaison to the gravity of the situation. — a fruit.
gesture.

At about 3. p.m. the Vietnamese central liaison once more warned
French central liaison of the gravity of the situation, caused by
renewal and generalisation of the French attack. From elsewhere,

3.30 p.m. the Minister of National Defence renewed the order to
ietn. troops in Haiph to keep strietly on the defensive.

Taking advantage. of these orders, French troops launched a
general attack on the town, occupied the building of the former
Treasury, Central Police station, Mayor’s Residence and Post Office
and the landing stage of Do Do Binh, and besieged the Municipal
Theatre. . .

French moftars and cannon were shelling Vietnamese positions
and civilian areas. )

* Vietnamese forces counter-fired. Major Camoin, a Liaison officer
who was mixing with the erowd of officers directing the battle, and
who wore no distinetive markings, was wounded.

At about 5.15 p.m. Major Lam Ngoc Huan, of the Vietnamese
liaison, tried to contact the French liaison. The latter slated three
conditions :

1. A cease-fire;

2. }Ml barriers to be cleared away;

3. The Vietnamese post in Boulevard Henri-Riviére to be evacua-
ted and all other five posts to be handed over to French troops.
Failing this, all artillery and tanks would be put into action.

(See Document No. 2, conversations by ‘telephoné between the
French and Vietnamese liaisons.)

III. — THE LAMI-NAM INTERVIEW, TOWARDS
A CEASE-FIRE -}

At about 5.80 p.m., at Ihnb,i. Colonel Lami and M. Nam signed
the egase fire orderto all troops. (Document No. 3, Lami-Nam Accord.)
At about 6. p.m., at Haiphong, fhe Vietnamese liaison officer,
Major Huan, ealled Lieutenant Stevenson on the telephone to tell him
that Colonel Lami and M. Hoang Huu Nam were in conversation at
Hanoi and that it was advisable to await the outcome of these
negotiations. :

At 7. p.m., Major Huan of the Vietnamese liaison, again tele-
Jphoned Lieutenant Stevenson, informing him that the Lami-Nam
Accord had been concluded, in-the hopes of achieving a cease fire.
Li¢utenant Stevenson replied that no orders had come through from
Hanoi.

At 8. p.m. Li Orsini telephoned Vietnamese Major Huan,
reminding him of the eonditions of the ultimatum; and upon being
told that Vietnamese local authorities had received instructions from
Hanoi to earty out the Lami-Nam Aecord, he made it known that he
was going to take all n 'y steps in d with the ultimatum.
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M. Hoang. Hun Nam’was wise enough to warn the French wad
Vietnamese Central Liaisons by telephone, and to follow: this up by a
letter of confirmation-(Document No. 4). Colonel Lami replied that
he was going to repeat his instructions. 2

At about 8,30 p.m.,, in spite of instructions 'given, the siege of
the Theatre continued. Armoured cars were streaking through the
town, spraying their machine gunfire everywhere,

At 840 p.m,, Lieutenant Orsini made it known that he had now
rccciv\;«_l a telegram fram Hanoi, and he commanded his troops to
cease Tire,

At about 11.5 p.m. — salyos fmm Cannon 37, and machine gunfire

from French tanks.
Upon being questioned, the French liaison at ‘Haiphong stated :

— Mopping up operations, to eclear the way for the Lami-Nam Mission

due to arrive tomorrow.
On 21/11/46 : ‘
At about 5.20 a.m., shots from Cannon 37 from around the Station

and Theatre, — about one French y had just pied the

Jeunot stadium, nearby the Vietnamese liaison.

1V. — ARRIVAL OF THE JOINT MISSION

About 10.157a.m. — Arrival of the Lami-Nam joint Mission at
Thuong-Ly station. Impossible for the train to reach Haiphong sta-
tion because of firing from.the station building which French troops
were then occuping. 5

Towards 11 a.m. — joint Mission to H.P, of Colonel Débes. French
firing continued. 4 aircraft flew over at low range.

The joint Mission once more stressed: its firm desire faithfully to
carry out the Lami-Nam Accord. >

The Vietnamese Delegation left Colonel Dehes’s H.Q. and went
to the offices of the Haiphong Administrative' Committee,

At about 11.30 am. — renewal of the French attack, helped by
the Tho Phi, upon the Vietnamese post on the Boulevard Henri-Riviére.
“ At about 12.15 p.m., French troops made an assault on the Viet-
namese post, Boulevard Henri-Rividre, préteded by heavy firing which
killed or wounded many. : y

M. Nam sent messages by telephone to Colonel Lami (Doeument

No. 6).
. At 2.30 p.m., — Hoang Huu Nam-Herckel-Lami intérview. Colo-
nel Herckel refused to carry out paragraph 4 of the Lami-Nam Aeccord.
A joint Herckel-Nam order (Document No. 6) was signed, and a Lami-
Nam verbal accord eoncluded (Document No.-7).

The night was calm, but food distribution (as ealled.for in the
Accord), was out of the question.

Officer HMuton, of the Naval Security, placed under security the
previous evening, was released by the Vietnamese.

On 22/11/46 :

At 7. am,, Colonel Herckel flew to Hanoi for eonsultations with
General Morlidre. ¥
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7.30-a.m. — Teleph and tel )i icati between
Hanoi and Haiphong taken over at Haly, a French occupied sector.

85 am., The Vietnamese released MM. Lacour, Mia Lou, and
Fadalti;

The French released five Vietnamese civilians;

Release of MM. Ripper, Blanchette and Podert.

Opposition of Colonel Débes to the re-installing of a joint guard
&t the railway station and to the distribution of food to Vietnamese
in the Post Office building. Threats by Colonel Dibes to evacuate
workers in the Post Office after 9 a.m. o

10’a.m. Mechanics of the Post Office who went to repair telephone
and telegraph wires at Haly were pursued by French soldiers.

12 noon. Gofonel Herckel returned to Haiphong and set off again
for Hanoi.

Colonel Lami invited M. Nam to go back to Hanoi for negotiations. -
M. Nam accepted. Before leaving, he confirmed that, in accordance
with theé Lami-Nam verbal Accord, all the French placed under
seeurity in a locality remote from the town, and who were about to
be taken back to Halphong, would be released as soon as possible on
the day of their arrival.

* « It could not be said that the Vietnamese didn’t keep their pro-
mises, ior respect their signature » said M. Nam.

Colonel Lami and M. Nam left Haiphong and went back to Hanoi,
after haying reached agreement on the following points :

— maintenance of the status quo in Haiphong;

— peaceful settlement of the Haiphong Incident at Hanoi.

5. pam, — Haiphong. All the French placéd under security were
released ; Colonel Dibes also set some. Vietnamese civilians free, and
promised to let the telephone and telegraph wires be repaired.

Upon atriving at Hanoi, Colonel Lami telephoned M. Nam, inform-
ing him that General Morlidre was in agreement as regards the
re-establishing of a joint guard at ITaiphong Railway Sfation.

On 23/11/4 : Loy

am. —~Ultimatum by Colonel Débes to the Administrative
Committee of Haiphohg (Document No/ 8).

8 am. Reply by the Committee|that instructions were awaited
from Hanoi. Whilst waiting, the Haiphong Committee kept to the
Lami-Nam Accords.

93 am. 2nd ultimatum, bearing a reminder of the earlier one.

9.30 am. — Hanoi — M. Nam met Colonel Herckel and asked
him the purpose of Dabes’ ultimatum, which was in striking contra-
diction with the peaceful assurances of Colonel Lami. Colonel Herekel
took note of this and said he would consult General Morlitre. — No
further reply.

10.5 am. — Haiphong — Lieutenant Orsini came to collect the
Haiphong Administrative Committee’s reply, which was negative.

10.6 am.  The French began their attack on Haiphong. Heavy
artillery and aireraft brought into action.
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Vietnamese troops reacted accordingly. was fought
along the, streets of the annhdmmt.whﬂum Vmw
Chinese civil p rapidly e d towards Kien-An, under
bombudx?‘ent from French urcnﬂ.

The French evacuated Trang-Keng (Uong-Bi). Vietnamese troops
occupied the airfield at Cat Bl,gat 4.30 Fl..m.n,‘md captured eqmpmelft.

During the night of the 23/24th, Vietnamese troops recaptured
the Municipal Theatre and Ngo Quyen bridge.

Fighting continued and became widespread.

French mortars were brought into action. During the afternoon
of November 24th, a Vietnamese liaison officer was arrested at Haly.
At 7 pm. he was released, but another ultimatum was sent, recalling
the previous one and, among other things, imposing a fresh set of
conditions.

Evacuation of the Hanoi-Do Son route, of the Cat Bi route, ete...

It was stipulated that a reply to this ultimatum had to be given
before 6 a.m. on Noyvember 25th, 1946.

On 24/11/46, the Vietnamese liaison at Haiphong was hit by
three shells, destroying its H.Q.

On 25/11/46 — no reply from the Vietnamese to the ultimatum.

Firing redoubled in intensity.

In the evening, the Vietnamese lisison had to evacuate.

On 25/11/46, French mortar shelled Vietnamese positions and
buildings.  Aireraft flew over the Haiphong-Kien-An and the Hai-
phong-Vat Cach routes (at the Halphong g!anm axis), machine-gunning
the population, which was still evaeuating anhong,

French troops lev. looaa on the town bn.nds of plraus, the « Tho
l’hl » d

lunder, fires, inati which sowad tnrror in the
hearts of both Vietnamese and Chinese.

Aireraft and the Tho Phi gmded the French artillery firing by
means of signals.

During the night of November 25th, after some fieree street-
battles, Vietnamese troops evacuated the town, leavmg there only a
few guerrilla troops.

The withdrawing troops protected the Chinese and Vietnamese
civil population which was ev in great by terrorised
by the Tho Phi and the French soldiens,

On 26/11/46, at 7.40 am., French paratroops retook Cat Bi
airfield.

On 28/11/46 — exehange of notes between General Morlidre and
M. Vo Nguyen Giap, Minister of National Defence (Documents No. 8,
9, ,10, 11, 12 and 13).

The French tried to spread hostilities out towards two axes,
Haiphong-Do Son and ‘Haiphong-Kien An. During this time,
guerrilla activity in Haiphong continued. Vietnamese troops patrolled
the streets of Haiphonz — as a result of encounters, 20 French killed,
2 tanks destroved. 4 Vietnamese dead or wounded. Fierce battles
in the eronnds of Cat Bi. The French sprayed the straw huts with
petrol and get them alicht.

On the Can-Hiem (Kien-An) route, 6 F'rench tanks tried to make

their way towards Cau Niam. They were repulsed by the Vietnamese
defence. The bridge at Cau-Nien wes destroyed. French cannon
bombarded Kien-An.

On the Cau-: Rac (Do-Son) mute, French aireraft machine-gunned

and I h | in the face of heavy barrage of
the Vietnamese defence.

On 29/11/46 — Fierce attacks by Vietnamese troops on the Tho
Phi, (who were armed and equipped by the French), especially near
the Pagoda of Dong-Thien. 20 French killed, 5 Vietnamese.

From 8 — 10 p.m., the French, after loug prepurnuon, attacked
a Vietnamese position at Do-Son. The attack failed.

Withdrawal of a French armoured detachment from Cau-Niem.

On 30/11/@- ‘Vietnaniese patrols in the Haly distriet. Viet-
namese patmh entered Cau-Nien and Haiphong. The French, with
the Tho Phi in the vanguard, launched fresh attacks on Cau-Niem,
with mortars and machine guns. The attack was repulsed. French
shelling of the whole Haiphong-Do-Son region. French shelling and
machine-gunning of the village of-My-Khe (between Cau-Rao and Cau-
Niem), to protect a reconnaissance mission.

On 1/12/46 — French shelling continued — of no military
signifieance, but eivilian houses severly damaged.

On, 2/12/46 — Severe fighting in Haiphong, espeeially at Thuong
Ly. th French attack on Cau-Niem from 10 am. to 3 p.m,,
supported by aireraft. Attack repulsed.

Fighting continued at Cau-Rac. French incendiary bombs burnt
out several farms.

On 3/12/46 — French shelling continued.) Leaflets dropped by
French aircraft.

On 4/12/46 — 1 French tank put out of order in the Haly distriet.
French mortars directed against Cau-Niem. 8 fighter aircraft from
Hanoi machine-gunned the region and killed- or wounded many
civilians. No military outcome. .

The fight continues... 7

“C) The Langson incident
(November 214, 1946)
(Official Report, dated December 4th, 1946,
on the Langson 'Incident)
1. >~ PREPARATIONS
On 13/11/46 five lnlometms along the Langson-Dong-Dang route,
andisei d French d behind rocks, surprise-attacked
a eonvoy of tradem and looted their goods.
On 18/11/46, nine French soldiers climbed the mountains near
the citadel to photograph Vietnamese military positions.
On the same day, in the evening; three French soldiers, accom-
panied by three Tho Phi, tried to climb up to Van-Vy, a Vietnamese
post. They were driven back by the Vietnamense sentries.

On 19/11/46, in the evening, a group of French soldiers drove
PR |
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tanks up ‘to the Vietnamese.sentry-post; and pointed their machine
guns and mortars towards our positions. ¥ P

On 20/11/46, in the morning, and during the night of 21/11/46,
French troops made feverish preparations. They took up their stand
on Hang-De mountain, hardby the citadel, ‘overlooking the barracks.
They hoisted the French flag ; movements of French troops at Ky-Lua
could be observed ; French civilians were ordered to transport their
belongings to various Chinese hotels.

1I. — - THE INCIDENT

On 21/11/46, French troops, under the pretext of going to exhume
the bod'ies of victims of the Langson incident of 1940, carried out a
reconnaissance of Vietnamese positions. — Destruction of barricades
by French troops. — Summons by the Vietnamese sentry. - The
French replied by firing shots. . The Vietnamese sentry counter-fired.
It was 7.30 a.m. i

Intervention by the French-Vietnamese liaison.

Cessation of hostilities. N

During the discussions, French soldiers terrorised the population,
shooting 14 young Tho and surprise-attacking and oecupying the
offices of the Administrative Committee, Ky-Lua, the Vietnamese
police H.Q., the Information Office and Langson Railway Station.
Vietnamese troops fought back. The fighting spread.

III. — FRENCH CONDITIONS

On 23/11/46, French troops attacked Naipha. Interview with
Colonel Sizaire, President of the Langson Administrative Committee.

French Conditions : Occupation of Hang-Do by the French.
Removal of barricades by the Vietnamese. Release of 10 so-called Tho
Phi arrested by the Vietnamese police. Freedom of movement between
}’(,\;»I;lm and. Dong-Dang (arbitrarily occupied by the French since
July).

The Vietnamese, finding most of these conditions contrary to the
Franco-Vietnamese Accords then in force, refused. Discussions
dragged on until 25/11/46.

IV. — THE FIGHT

On 25/11/46, the French Commander recalled the conditions laid
down, and issued an ultimatum.

At 11 a.m,, fighting redoubled. The Administrative Committee, of
Langson and the eivil population d.” Vi troops
resisted, and fierce street battles took place in the town itself.

At 4 p.m, French aircraft machine-gunned Vietnamese positions
of Dong-Van at Ky-Lua, and civilian distriets. <4

Armoured ears and artillery were also brought into play, and
aimed at the citadel of Langson and Van-Vi bridge which the Viet-
namese oceupied. <!

On 26/11/46, machine-gunning of Loe-Binh, 3

Dong-Dang encireled by Vietnamese troops. ki

The fight has been continuing since that date, as much within
Tangson as around it.

Adry

D) An official text on the incidents

PRESIDENCY OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
or THE FRENCH REPUBLIC

NatioNar, DEFENCE GENERAL STAFF

Paris, 30.9.46.
~

Bulletin N° 46

" THE HAIPHONG AND LANGSON INCIDENTS
FROM NOVEMBER 20th-28th, 1946

Notwithstanding the apparent cordiality of official Franco-
Vietnamese relations, the situation in Tonkin became tense during the
months of October and November 1946. General Morliére, Commis-
sioner of the Republic in Hanoi, was overwhelmed with protests on
the part of the Government of Viét Nam against the customs régime
set up in Tonkin {n September 1946,

It was on September 10th that an « import-export » control had
been“established at Haiphong by the C issi of the Republic in
Tonkin.  No account was sent to Paris of this measure which, in its
application, beca'me a virtual naval blockade of the port. Similar
control was set up at Langson. Reference to this can be seen in tele-
gram N° 464% of October 18th:— « Viet Nam protests against Naval
action in Tonkin and the Langson Garrison.»

Not until after the incidents of November 20th was a telegram
dated November 21st sent from General Valluy, Acting High Commis-
sioner, explaining that this port control was « provisional » and was
nothing more than an administrative measure « designed to prevent
widespread contraband » (in particular concerning the despatch of
rice to China), to safeguard Tonkin food supplies, and to proteet the
piastre by the control of exchang¢!

This contrpl-gave rise to protests from the Government of Viet
Nam, protests which led to a tense sityation between November Ist
and 15th. From October 30th, the Go)elmmont of Hanoi referred to
article of the Modus vivendi of September 14th, applicable as from
October 30th, in order to call for the cessation of the customs blockade
at Haiphong. The ITo Chi Minh-Moutet Modus Vivendi made provi-
sion for the setting up of a « joint Commission for customs co-ordina-
tion » to examine the question of customs. This fact. was apparently
disregarded loeally. Discussions were opened on the site of the F.Q.
of the future « Dalat or Hanoi» Commission. Things became more
embittered.

On November 16th, Ho Crr Mixa called upon President
Bmavrr through the medium of Admiral d’ArGeNLIEU. The telegram
was not officially received by the President until November 20th.




- THE HANOI INCIDENT
(December 19th, 1946)‘ 4

~  MEMORANDUM
by the Permdnent Delegation of Viet Nam
t in France

.The war now being waged by France against Viet Nam is based,
officially, upon the assumption of premeditated aggression on the part
of ‘the Vietnamese Government against French troops stationed in
Viet Nam. This assumption has never been seriously questioned in
Franee ;‘evert from the start it has however appeared to be a rather
weak one. It was actually the French authorities in Indochina who
advanced it. At once party to the fight and judge thereof, how can
they be taken as sufficiently qualified to settlé once and for all the
question of responsibility? They declared that the Vietnamese
aunthorities wanted to get rid of them, but these for their part have
affirmed that it was the French authorities who took the initiative in
commeneing hostilities. From among the two armies, which attacked ?
Which econsidered itself sufficiently strong to attack the other? The
French army, reconstituted after ¥940, or the young Vietnamese army ?

The claim »of% French authorities, even if evidence seems to
ligit, can refer, it'is true, to the vigit to Indochina made by the
Minigter of France Overseas in Decem}&r 1946-January 1947. Baut it
need hardly be pointed out that the findings of the members of the
Mission rested solely on the statements of those same people who,
according to appearances, provoked the crisis. Not a single attempt
was made to contact our Governement. In such circumstances, how
can they elaim their conelusions to be valid ?

French opinion up till now has been kept informed of develop-
ments in Viet Nam only by means of distorted news coming from one
source alone. At last we are for the first time putting at their disposal
a short, overall appreeiation of the hectie days which resulted in the
opening of the present terrible Franco-Vietnamese conflict, - This
statement takes into aceount many details which the French eolonial
authorities disregarded and whieh, it seems to us, may help the French
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to understand the Franco-Vietnamese drama more clearly. And, truth
to say, even if on December 19th it was Viet Nam who

initiative in military eperations, it would be difficult to hold her as
aggressor. Such lively events can be understood only in the light
of “what preceded and caused them. Secondly, if, tired of the
colonial authorities’ repeated « coups de force » against her, Viet Nam,
on her own initiative, had taken up arms to defend herself, her action

is surely justifiable on grounds of defence. Again, it must not be -

forgotten that, even after the Haiphong Incident (20/11/46), even
after the many provocations undergone at Hanoi following the
Haiph Incident (plund civilian seizure of public
buildings), the Government of Viet Nam did not cease to try conei-
liation. It was only on December 20th, 1946, that our Government
called upon the people to put up a resistance against the attackiig
troops ; the troops who, ow the previous evening, had attempted to lay
siege to the Resid of the Presid of the Republi

May this objective account serve the cause of peace, by helping
French people of good will to understand that Viet Nam has never
wanted the present hostilities and that, driven to a legitimate self-
defence, she fights in order to safe d her th d ind d
and national unity; that she bears no hatred against either France
or the French ; that she deplores French losses as much as her own ;
and that she will never ecease to long for peace, whereby she may settle
down to the conduct of her affairs.

\

1. — REPERCUSSIONS OF THE HAIPHONG INCIDENT

There is no longer any doubt as to the initial responsibi.lity ——
that is, for the initiative in the Haiphong skirmish. Everyone is from
now on in agreement on this point. It was French miliury_ units who
provoked the scuffle on November 20th, 1946, trying to seize control
of the Vietnamese customs and firing on customs officials and Viet-
namese. policemen. It was the French High Command wh.ieh
pr d the incident from ining a purely local one, by ordering
(French' troops to seize the town, in spite of agreement arrived at
beé the Vi Under Secretary of State for the Interior and

the Political Adviser to the Commissariat of the French Republic ;

in North Indochinia (the Lami-Nam Aegord).

This. French. « coup de force » came on top of a whole series

of violations, on .the part of the colonial authorities, of diplamug
agreements reached between Viet Nam and France (see, among other
documents, publications by the France-Viet Nam Association); seizure
of ‘the Mois Plateaux, followed by hostilities and the establishment of
*terrorist rule in Cochinchind and South Annam; oeccupation of Cam-
" pha-mine, Campha-port, Tien-Yén, Dam-Ha, Vat-Chau and Bae-Ninh,
in Tonkin; calling together 6f the 2nd Dalat Conference: after the
'ge'ation of a so-called Republic of Cochinchina. After the Haiphong
ident, Vi public:opinion was justified in thinking that
the Frengh colonial authorities wanted once more to conquer Viét Nam
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by_the same methods as dshe had employed 80 years ago — nibbling,
P d an d « coups de f £t
T e, & ps de force » after several

The aerial, land and naval bombardment of Haiphong, which
started barely half an hour after the evacuation ultimatum, came to
tl.te Vietnamese population in other towns as a warning of which, willy
ml}y. they had to take heed. Everywhere the French troops cam-
pmg.ned. trenches had to be dug, underground air-raid shelters built,
bgrgudes set up. Everywhere the people feared French military
violence brutal and without warning, as at Haiphong. g

'“They could hardly be termed aggressive measures, these defensive
precautions which the Vietnamese civilians realised had to be taken,
after the Haiphong Incident, in order to protect themselves as best
they could against the attacks which probably would be launched by
an openly hostile modern, mechanised army. Carried out, moreover,
in broad daylight, these undertakirigs gave no reason to suppose Viet-
namese aggression, and could not, once hostilities had begun, be cited
as proofs of a premeditated attack by the Government of Viet Nam.
The evacuation of the town was-a precautionary measure, made
advisable by the recent bombardment of Haiphong, which killed or
wourided at least 25,000 among: the civil population — and it was the
peoplg-themselves who, without being officially ordered, but terrorised
by reports coming from Haiphong, took the initiative in this matter.
As for the holes in the walls which are sometimes pointed to, these
can hardly|be considered as evidence of our offensive desires after the
events at Haiphong, since they date from the time of the Chinese
occupation.

‘TI. — EVENTS IN HANOI AFTER THE ATTACK

ON HAIPHONG

.Just for a few days, Hanoi enjoyed a short respite after the
attack on Haiphong. For several gays, it was fo be hoped that the
Haiphorig outburst, despite its violence, would not degenerate into a
widespmd battle~Unfortunately, the Frehch authorities, instead of
thinking of regulating the incident, tried ’o establish themselves in the
town and to keep hold of it. ‘Worse still/they forced our Government
to help them seize Haiphong by allowihg them. to resume military
transport b Hanoi and Haiphong. | As soon as the French Com-
mander was refused this authorisation by the Vietnamese Commander,
groups ,of French soldiers, especially SAS parachute commandos
overran the streets of Hanoi, creating a number of incidents. During
the three weeks following, attacks against Vietnamese policemen,
armed hold-ups and thefts of tradesmen, plunder, all sorts of aggres-
sion, brisk firing on the crowds, throwing of grenades, raping of
women and child Armed” soldi forced their way into the
Central Office of Information, threw the people, out, and insulted
Vietnamese flags. Others, passing in lorries in front of the Residency.

‘of the President of the Republic, uttered profanities and threats.
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The Government of Viet Nam did all it could to n!eguld the
peace which the French soldiers were so openly seeking {0 jeopardise.
Whilst President Ho Crr Mixa again and again addressed messages to
um French people, the French National Assembly, and to the French

auth launched appeal after appeal to
the populauon, urging them to remain calm. Governmental orders
were strictly obeyed by a people conscious of the danger it would be
running into-should hostilities break out. Unfortunately, it appears
that the French interpreted this attitude as a sign of passivity and
weakness,

Fmally, on Deeember 17th, under the pntext of taking reprisals
for an i rime, fired on a whole
distriet of l{nnox some 50 people were killed or carried off. On the
following day, Deeember 18th, the same thing happened in other dis-
triots : rue Song To Lich, rue Takou and rue du Papier.- On the
same day, the Ministry of Finanee together with the house of the
Minister of Works, was occupied by Freneh armoured troops; Viet-
namese authorities were summoned two days after having left the spot.
At the same time, the French « liaison », through- the intermediary of
Major Foxpe, made it known to the Committee for the National
Defence of Viet Nam, that the French command would take charge
of the maintenance of order in Hanoi, at the latest on the morning of
December 20th, 1946.

On December 19th, General MoruierE called for the destruction
of barricades and the disarmament of the Tu-Ve (self-defence corps).
On the same day, in several towns, the French Command proceeded to
destroy the protective barriers put up by the civil population. At
Hanoi, at about 8 p.m., French troops supported by armoured ecars
coming from the Institut Pasteur, from the Lanessan Hospital, from
the Lo-duc district and from rue Duvillier, drove along the neighbou-
ring streets.. Also at 8 o’clock, large French forces guarding the
Bank of Indochina marched towards the Palace of the President of
the Republie, Ho Cax MiNg. The capital of Viet Nam and the seat of

the political organs of the Republlc were under the threat of a «eoup-

de foree ». French at hurled th lves at every ohe
of our various posts that they came aeross. Fighting broke out, not
all at the same time, but everywhere Where the French troops were
trying to force their way. Time-lags between local skirmishes which
took place one after the other during that tragie night, prove that the
Vietnamese authorities had not prépared a wholesale attack on the
French. Moreover, neither the Chatéau d’Eau nor the Pont' des
Rapides had been mined; if the Vietnamese had really planned

aggressive action, it is scacely to be believed that they would have

missed embarrassing the French garrison by destroying thé two, which
they still had in their possession. Such an otission is ineonemvahle

The events which oceurred on¥the evening of Decunber 19th
give the lie to the allegations made by the French Command, accor-
ding to which, having been informed in the afternoon that a Viet-
namese attack would be launched that very evening, it had immedia-

PR

tely to despateh troops, as a purely defensiveé measute, in order to
avoid massacres. In faet, it was since the 17th that the Vietnamese
«linison » had been asking the French Command to ¢onsign troops
to that area, at least in the evenings, so as to reduce incidents to a

‘minimum, Hostilities which broke out on the evening of December

19th were not started by the Vietnamese, but by the French under the
pretext that thie Vietnamese were going to attack them. How ean any
other explanation be supported now that it is known that even Presi-
dent Ho Cmi Mixa himself, together with his guard, had difficulty in
making his way out of burning Handi, under a rain of bullets and
shells? A good number of Cabinet members were unable to leave
Hanoi . for several days after December 19th, and several Ministers or
Under Secretanes of State, unable to make it in time, were taken
prisoner.

It was only on the morning of December 20th, after havmg
narrowly escaped from a veritable trap laid by the French’ colonial.

. authorities, whose military presence right up to the capital had been

accepted, that the Vietnamese Government was regretfully compelled
to call upon the péople of Viet Nam, and especially upon the popula-
tion of Hanoi, to take up arms in a resistance which, despite the pre
tensions of the French eolonialists, they had long since foreseen.

-

Aitatad

attack, or legitimate defence, on ¢the part of Viet Nam ?

- Sacnﬁcmg thus the best of her youth and soldiers, and of her
wealth/ Viet Nam gaye proof of her resolve to guard her independence
and unity at all osts; and this struggle will\be carried on, if need be,
by several generations, as if it had never subsided since the middle of
the last century. But at the same time, the Government of Viet Nam
has never ceased to appeal to France to put an end to this fratricidal
strife. Like their leadet, the Vietnamese pegple earnestly await the
triumph of the cause of peace @nd their independence, togcther with
that of Franco-Vietnamese brothérh

| If Viet fm*{nghm with encrgy nnd resolve to safeguard her
riglit to live freely, whatever the cost if she resists the assaults of
French colonial troops with success; it was without any premeditation
that she entered this war which she has never wanted and which she
hopes will be drawn to a close as soon as possible. Faced with the
cruel alternative of defending her very life or of falling once more
under the yoke of servitude, driven to the last c“renm\ ‘tl\c agrcod
to wage the present war in order to saf d her thr
dence and national unity, but it is with a dcep sense of regret that she
has been eompelled to accept fighting: she has never planned aggres-
sion .against the Freneh. She struggles, but her struggle is no more
than a legitimate defence, because what Viet Nam desired was peace.
This desire for peace she has made manifest since the coming to
power of President Ho Cur Mivu, and confirmed by the Accords of
March 6th and September 14th, 1946. She had need of peage in

-— 08 s




order to devote hersélf to the work of national construetion. Even
with a powerful army .Viet Nam was eager to enjoy, at last, a
notmal life; and she wanted peace. But she was aware that her young
army, with insufficient equipment and primitive arms, could not dream
of winning against the French colonial troops without the time factor.
She know that war would bring terrible sufferings for her civil popu-
lation before the operations of her guerrillas could bear any effect, .

That is why her Government attempted the almost impossible so
as to escape the present erisis. Now that it has happened, Viet Nam
never ceases to desire a speedy peace. Driven to fight, she fights,
knowing that, in present timeés, all the most modern armies in the
world and all the most effective weapons .of destruction: could never
prevail against the will of a wholly -united people, burning for/their
freedom. § <

Paris, June 1st, 1947,

TRAN-NGOC-DANH,
Deputy for Nambo,
President, Delegation in France
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.







IMPRIMERIE
CENTRALE
COMMERCIALE
13, rue de la Grange-Batelibre

B PARIS

incques LONDON, Imprimeur




	ViewScan_0001
	ViewScan_0002
	ViewScan_0003
	ViewScan_0004
	ViewScan_0005
	ViewScan_0006
	ViewScan_0007
	ViewScan_0008
	ViewScan_0009
	ViewScan_0010
	ViewScan_0011
	ViewScan_0012
	ViewScan_0013
	ViewScan_0014
	ViewScan_0015
	ViewScan_0016
	ViewScan_0017
	ViewScan_0018
	ViewScan_0019
	ViewScan_0020

