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PART ONL

THE STRUGGLE TO SET UP THE PARTY OF THE

VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS - THE AUGUST

1945 REVOLUTION AMND THE FOUNDING OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

(1925 = 1945)

THE INTRODUCTION OF MARXISM-
LENINISM INTO VIET NAM

The Viet Nam Communist Party, now Viet Nam
Workers' Party, came into being on February 3, 1930.
This great event was an historical necessity which
met the demand of the cause of liberation of the Viet-
namese working class and people.

Viet Nam has a 4,000-year history. The Vietnamese
people have a tradition of resolute struggle against
cruel rulers in the country and of liberation struggle
against foreign aggressors. In the course of the struggle
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to build up and defend their country, our people’s
national consciousness was soon awakened.

When the French colonialists invaded our country
the class of feudal landowners, of which the Nguyen
dynasty was the representative, surrendered to the
aggressors. But our people repeatedly rose up in armed
struggle against the invaders and the traitors to their
country. So it took the French colonialists nearly 30
years (1858-1884) to set up some sort of administrative
machine in our country. Nevertheless, our people’s
struggle continued under various forms.

The aim of the French colonialists was to turn our
country into a market for their goods, grab raw mate-
rials, utilize our cheap labour, use our people as cannon
fodder... They maintained the feudal regime as a tool
to oppress and exploit our people, divided our country
into three Ry (zones) with different administrative
regimes and legislations in order to divide our people,
and carried out a policy of cultural obscurantism to
poison our people’s minds.

Under the rule of the French imperialists, our
country became a colonial and semi-feudal country,
where two basic contradictions were dominant:
contradiction between our country and French

imperialism, and contradiction between our people,

especially the peasantry, and the class of feudal
landowners. Only if these contradictions are solved
can Vietnamese society develop.

But all previous anti-French movements had failed.
The contradiction between our country and the
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aggressors had not been solved, because our people
had no political line adequate to the new historical
era—the era of imperialism and proletarian revolu-
tion-—and no leadership capable of bringing success to
the national-liberation revolution.

The feudal landowner class had surrendered to the
imperialists ; the fledgling bourgeoisie whose activities
were hampered and restricted by French imperialism,
was economically weak, politically meek, and there-
fore bent on making compromise with the latter. The
peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie, though yearning
for independence and freedom, were in an ideological
impasse. Although coming into being before the local
bourgeoisic the working cluss became an important
political force only after World War 1.

The great Russian October Revolution (1917), opened
up a new cra in the history of mankind —the era of
transition from capitalism to socialism on a world
scale. The national-liberation revolution in colonial
and dependent countrics became an integral part of
the world proletarian revolution. In these circum-
stances, the Vietnamese working class, a class subjected
to a three-fold oppression by imperialism, feudalism
and the Tocal hourgeoisic and representing the most
advanced production force, engaging in activities in
enemy economic centres, naturally hecame the only
class having the necessary conditions to achieve polit-
ical supremacy in the country.



Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, who later became Pres-
ident Ho Chi Minh, was the first Vietnamese to have
realized those capabilities and that position of the
Vietnamese working class. In the twenties of this cen-
tury, after studying different revolutionary paths fol-
lowed by Eastern and Western countries, he had come
to the conclusien: ““ The only path leading to national
salvation and national liberation is that of proletarian
revolution.” ! He endeavoured to propagate Marx-
ism-Leninism into Viet Nam and prepare the wor-
king class for the founding of their party.

He had joined in the French workers’ movement,
taken part in founding the French Communist Party
at the Tours Congress in December 1920 and resoiutely
sided with the Communist International. Having soon
realized that Frenchimperialism was the commonenemy
of the French working class and of the peoples of French
colonies, he established relations of mutual assistance
between the French revolution and the Vietnamese
revolution, laying foundations for the solidarity be-
tween the peoples of I'rench colonies and the French
working class and labouring people. The national
factor and the class factor are tightly knit in his
thinking. He became the soul of the combination of
patriotism with proletarian internationalism.

His revolutionary activities and his articles appearing
in ' Humanité (of the French Communist Party), La Vie

1 Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works, Su That Publishing House,
Hanoi, 1960, p. 705.
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Ouvricre (of the IFrench General Confederation of La-
bour), Le Paria founded by himself, and his first books
such as I'rench Colonialisim onTrial {1925) and The Kevo-
Laionary Dath (1927) gave an impetus to the revo-
lutionary movement in  the country and” drew
Vietnamese patriots towards Marxism-Leninism.

Owing to lis efforts, Marxism-Leninism and the
influence of the October Revelution reached Viet
Nam, breaking through the steel barrier set up
by French colonialism. Vietnamese revolutionaries,
cspecially the young revolutionary intellectuals, eager-
ly absorbed Marxism-Leninism, like thirsty people
who have found water. However, 1t was not casy for
Vielnamese revolutionaries to move from the old
patriotic stand to a patriotic one based on a Marxist-
Leninist viewpoint. The founding of a proletarian
party, when conditions were mnot ripe for it, would
cause division in the impetuous patriotic movement.
In an economically backward colony like Viet Nam in
those days, not only the peasantry and the petty
bourgeoisie, but even the working class lacked a
socialist tradition. Therefore, what was needed first
was an adequate organization which could help these
classes learn about Marxism-Leninism and apply this
doctrine to their movement of patriotic struggle. The
organization with such atransitional character was the
Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association founded by
President Ho Chi Minh and other patriots in 1925,
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with a communist group as a core to prepare for the
setting up of the Viet Nam Communist Party.

From 1924 onwards, the national-liberation struggle
and the class struggle in our country were intensified.
Revolutionary forces and counter - revolutionary
forces put forward political programmes to
seek support from the population. Although it
was regarded as illegal and subjected to repression,
the Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association success-
fully denounced the deceitful allegations by the
French colonialists and their agents,and at the same
time effectively struggled against reformist nationalist
viewpoints and chauvinist viewpoints of the bourgeoisie
and petty bourgeoisie.

In 1926-1927, the revolutionary movement kept
growing. The Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association
developed vigorously. To carry out the Association
policy, members who were originally petty-bourgeois
intellectuals became proletarians by going to work in
mines, factories, plantations where they engaged in
propaganda, worked among the masses, organizing and
leading the workers’ struggle, awakening the working
class to their historic mission, at the same time edu-
cating themselves to become true revolutionaries. As a
result, the workers” movement during 1928-1929 grew
in strength, and put forward political demands on top
of economic ones. Beside the workers’ movement, the
struggle of the peasantry and of the urban petty
bourgeoisie was also very active. They closely combined
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and developed into a powerful nation-wide drive for
nattonal liberation and democracy, in which the working
class had become an independent political force. The
founding of a communist party of the working class to
rally, organize and lead all patriotic and progressive
[orces was a pressing need of the Vietnamese revolu-
tion at that time.

THIC FOUNDING OIY THIE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESIEE WORKING CLASS

In face of the nation-wide upsurge of the masses’
struggle, the Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association
was no longer able to lead the revolution. The time
had come when there had to be a real party of the
working class, a communist party, to further push the
Victnamese revolution forward. The more advanced
clements in the Association had realized that objec-
tive nccessity which, however, was not recognized
unanimously and in time by the Association leaders.
For this reason, a single communist party could not
be founded in the early days, and instead, two com-
munist organizations were born from the Association,
the Indochinese Communist Party and the Annamese
Communisi Party. This event caused the New Viet
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Nam Revolutionary Party, a patriotic organization with
a progressive tendency, to be transformed into the
Indochina Cowununist League.

Thus, after 1929, there were three communist or-
ganizations in Viet Nam. But this state of thing did
not last long, because under the banner of Marxism-
Leninism, the struggles of Vietnamese patriotic forces,
especially those of workers and peasants, rapidly united
into a powerful upsurge of nationalism and democ-
racy, which required leadership by a single communist
party. In these circumstances, comrade Ho Chi Minh
in his capacity as a representative of the Communist
International, convened a meeting of representatives
of different communist groups on February 3, 1930,
at Kowloon, near Hong Kong, to settle the question
of uniting Vietnamese communist forces into a single
Viet Nam Communist Party.

"This conference had the importance of a Congress. It
adopted the Political Programme and abridged strategy
written by comrade Ho Chi Minh. These early docu-
ments, albeit rudimentary, set forth a fundamentally
correct potlitical line for the Vietnamese revolution,
which later on served as a basis for the elaboration
of the Political Theses by the Party Central Commit-
tee. That political line was: to carry out a bourgeois
democratic revolution including an agrarian revolution,
in order to overthrow the French imperialists and the
feudal rulers, to gain complete independence and lead
Viet Nam toward socialism and communism. To ensure
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suaccess for this political line, it was uecessary to build
up a party of the working class, establish a worker-
peasant army, form a worker-peasant alliance, organize
a national wnited front, and achicve solidarity be-
tween the Vietnamese revolution and the world revo-
futionary movement. ‘The conference also decided on
founding mass organizations in Viet Nam such as the
Red Workers' Association, Red Peasants’ Association,
Communist Youth League, Women’s Association for
Liberation, Red Relief Society, Anti-imperialist Alli-
ance (i.e. Anti-imperialist National United Front).

The founding of the Viet Nam Communist Party
was o momentous turn in the history of the Vietnamese
revolution and  heralded @ new  cra, the cra of
Vietnamese revolution wiffler the lcadership of the
working class and its vanguaid, the Marxist-Leninist
party.

The Vietnamese working class, though not large in
number, was geographically concentrated to a
relatively high degree, and was a homogeneous class
without a section of aristocratic workers, not subject-
¢d to the influence of reformism. Moreover, it had
a close ally, who was most reliable and highly
combative: the peasant class. Both are the main
revolutionary forces of our people, a heroic people
with a tradition of resolute struggle and indomitabil-
ity. These are conditions which allowed Marxism-
Leninism to take root firmly among the masses in
our country.
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Because of these characteristics of our working
class and our people, our Party, although newly
founded, had all the requisites of a mew-type party
of the working class and soon became the only
ieader of the Vietnamese patriotic movement.

In October 1930, the First Congress of the Party
Central Committee decided to change the name of the
Party into Indochinese Communist Party and to adopt
the Political Theses elaborated by comrade Tran Phu,
its first Secretary General. These Theses pointed out
that: in the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution, after the triumph of the great October
Revolution in the Soviet Union, the Vietnamese
revolution has become an integral part of the
world proletarian revolution. The Vietnamese revolu-
tion must pass through two stages. In the first
stage, the bourgeois democratic revolution is carried
out under the leadership of the working class, to
overthrow the imperialist and feudal rulers, achieve
national independence, and give land to the tillers.
The anti-imperialist struggle and the anti-feudal
struggle are closely linked. The main forces of the
revolution are the peasants and the workers. The
Party must build up the worker-peasant alliance
and use revolutionary violence of the masses to stage
an uprising and seize power.

After the above-mentioned tasks have been basically
fulfilled, the revolution wili move to the second stage
when Viet Nam is led straight to socialism, without
passing through the stage of capitalist development.
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The indispensable coadition to ensure success for
the revolution is to have a communist party ideolo-
gically bascd on Marxism-Leninism, with a correct
political line to lead the revolution, an organization
based on democratic centrelism, a strict discipline,
having clos¢ contact with the masses and matured
through revolutionary struggle.

The Political Theses of the Party has great his-
torical significance. For the first time, the Vietnamese
working class and people had a programme of
new-type bourgeois democratic revolution which
exactly reflected the objective laws of Vietnamese
society, a colonial and semi-feudal one, and met
the urgent needs of the Vietnamese peopie.

The Party’'s Political Theses was an etlective
weapon of the Victnamese communists in the struggle
io defeat those upholding viewpoints which ignored
the class struggle. They helped workers and peasants
avoid the disastrous influences of nationa! reformism,
provocative and destructive Trotskysm and petty-
bourgeois chauvinism. '

With the Polifical Theses, our Party raised high the
banner of nationalism and democracy, firmly maintain-
2d the working class’ absolute lcadership of the Viet-
namesc revoliution.
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THE REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE DURING
1930-1931I

Our Party came into being when a severe economic
crisis of capitalism had spread to our country and other
countries of Indochina. The French imperialists had
the Vietnamese people bear all the weight of this
crisis. Workers and peasants were most directly and
severely affected. Moreover, from 1929 to 1933 our
country was repeatedly struck by flood and drought.
Peasants were utterly impoverished. The number of
unemployed workers was increasing. Many national
bourgeois and petty bourgeois turned bankrupt. The
living conditions of all strata of the population were
seriously threatened. The economic crisis, the intensi-
fication of colonial exploitation and the policy of
widespread terror applied before and after the Yen
Bai insurrection' farther deepened the contradictions
between our people and French imperialism. These
were favourable conditions for our Party to organize
and lead an unprecedentedly powerful revolutionary
movement in our country, with a view to opposing
the terror policy, demanding release of detained revo-
lutionary fighters, and improving the people’s living
conditions.

The movement started with strikes by 3,000 workers
at the Phu Rieng rubber plantation, in Nam Bo

1, Staged by the Viet Nam Nationalist Party on February
11, 1930.
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(February 1930), 4,000 workers of the Nam Dinh
Textile Mill, in Bac Bo (March 1930), 400 workers of
the match factory and the saw-mill at Ben Thuy, in
Trung Bo (April 1930). Ispecially after May 1st, 1930,
the revolutionary upsurge of the masses spread from
industrial firms in Hanoi, Hai Phong, Nam Dinh, Hon
Gai, Cam Pha, Vinb, Ben Thuy, Saigon, Cho Lon, etc.,
to rural areas such as Thai Binh, Ha Nam in Bac Bo;
Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Ngai in Trung Bo; Gia
Dinh, Che Lon, Vinh Long, Sa Dec, Ben Tre, Long
Xuyen, Can Tho, Tra Vinh, Thu Daa Mot, My Tho in
Nam Bo. Throughout the country, hundreds of work-
crs’ sirikes, thousands of peasants’ demonstrations
broke out, logether with numerous meetings, school
strikes and marke( strikes of small traders. This
movement of conscious struggle of workers, peasants
and petty bourgeois closely combined the anti-impe-
rialist struggle with the anti-feudal one, completely
eliminating the influence of bourgeois reformist nation-
alism.

The movement reached its climax with the establish-
ment of the Nghe-Tinh Soviet. In face of the impe-
tuons vevolutionary movement of the masses, the
imperialist and fewdal administration in a number of
rural arcas in the provinces of Nghe An and Ha Tinh
disintegrated and collapsed. Executive committees of
village peasants’ associations led by Party cells took
in hand the management of all aspects of village polit-
ical and social life, thus assuming the respounsibilities
of people’s power in Soviet style, For the first time,
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our people was in control of local administration.
Although they did not last long, the Soviets had reso-
iutely repressed counter-revolutionary slements, abol-
ished taxes created by the imperialist and feudal rulers,
and at the same time ensured democratic {reedoms to
the people, distributed land to peasants, comgpelled
landowners to reduce main rent, renounce auxﬂiary
regt, encouraged the population to learn to read and
write, give up backward ways and cuastoms, supersti-
tions, etc.
the dress rehearsa;> by th “('“_C_‘-"’S“‘“‘-a'-‘cc' i
_ . y the Vietnamese people in
preparation for the successful Augast Revolution
at a later date. The Party’s political line, which was
to carry out a national democratic revolntion, with the
slogans “independence” and ‘land to the tillers”
becanf.Le the faith and hope of the masses. In the course
of this powerfu! revolutionary movement, our Party
was tgmpered and matured. In April 1931, ¢ was
recognized as a cell of the Communist Inicrnational.
Themzevolutionary upsurge of 1g3e-193r and the
Nghe-Tinh Soviet prove that omly the Vietnamese
working class and its vanguard, the Indochinese
Communist Party, can lead the national democratic
revolution in Viet Nam. It also proves that under our
Party’s leadership, the working class and the peasant
class united with other strata of the population, can
overthrow the imperialist and feadal rulers, establish
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a peoplé’s revolutionary regime. The method to achieve
this objective is to use the masses’ revolutionary

violence,

Panicked by the masses’ powerful movement and
the growing influence of our Party, the French impe-
rialists resorted to ruthless terror, in an attempt to
crush the revolutionary movement and wipe out cur
Party. Several leading Party organs were smashed.
Tens of thousands of cadres, Party members and
patriotic combatants were arrested, killed or impris-
oned.

Affer mid-1931, the movement subsided, but only
temporarily. In face of extremely great difficultics,
our Party and people still firmly believed in the bright
ftuture of the revolution. The heroism, determination
and indomitability cvinced by cadres, Party members
and the revolutionary masses gave to the revolution
great prestige both in the country and in the world.

In 1632, the Party put fotward a Programme of Action
which reiterated the Party’s Pelitical Theses, defined
the immediate concrete tasks and new forms and
methods of struggle more adequate in the new

situation.

Thanks to the loyalty and devotion of Party mem-
bers who had managed to evade cmemy arrest and
repression, the Party still maintained close contact
with the masses. On the one hand, the Party consol-
idated its secret organizations, on the other, it com-
bined legal and illeygal forms of action, using legal
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forms to carry out propaganda, put forward new
ideas through the press and in city councils, regional
councils, etc. The cadres, Party members detained in
imperialist jails continually organized and led strug-
gles to demand improvement of the detention Tegime,
oppose the killing of prisoners and terrorism, turned
imperialist prisons into schools of revolution, drawing
lessons from past struggles and secretly transmitting
the experience gained to Party organizations outside
prisons. Fraternal parties, especially the Soviet,
Chinese and French parties, gave our Party precious
assistance during those difficult years.

From 1933, the revolutionary movement began to
recover ifs strength. In 1934, the Party Overseas Lead-
ership Commitice was created, with the task of
unilying  Party organizations in the country which
had been restored, training leading cadres and pre-
paring for the convening of the First Party Con-
gress. ‘Ihis Congress took place in March 1933, at
Macao {Cbina). The work of this Committee and that
of the Party Congress resulted in the unification of the
Party organization at home under the leadership of
the Party Central Committee. The Vietnamese revo-
lutionary movement now had the necessary cenditions
for a new upsurge.

The realities of our Party's activities and of the
revolutionary movement in our country proved that
“despite their! ruthless repression, our Party

1. of the French colonialists.

22

survived and continued its struggle... Our Indochinese
Communist Party was the unshakable steel vanguard
of the Indochinese proletariat. Only such a party could

i s’ ‘ce aintain contact with the
organize the cadres' force, maintain cox

masses, issue propaganda leaflets, secret pnl.ﬂig‘-tht}nS,
and lead the struggles of workers .iL‘F.Lll peasants. ()'I‘lly
our Party could become the organizing and attacking
force of the Indochinese revolution."!

THE INDOCHINESE DEMOCRATIC FRONT
CAMPAIGN (1936-1939)

The serious consequences of the 1929-1933 cconomic
crisis and the subsequent unstable cconomic 51tuat1f)r;
of the imperialist powers further deepened the-'so?lfflr
contradictions and intensified the rcvolutl.on(u}'
movement in these countrics. To cnu.ntm the mzis‘sesf
struggle, the monopoly Capitullst:; in L numbu’ t(zc
imperialist countries suppressed i)()}u:g(\m’s‘ dcmocrat
freedoms and carried out fascist pohc?os. Ihe Germcfmi
Ttalian-Japanese fascists had established o powerfu

1. Article written on the 4th anniversary of the founding
of .the Party (3-2-1934) by comrade Nguyen — Hoc Tap
Review, February 1963 issue.
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position. They feverishly prepared for war in order to
re-distribute world markets, and for an attack against
the Soviet Union in an attempt to wipe out the for-
tress of world revolution.

In this situation, the Seventh Congress of the Com-
munist International (July 1933) pointed out that the
immediate task of communist parties and of the work-
ing class was not yet to struggle in order to overthrow
capitalism, but to fight against fascism, to realize
democracy and to preserve peace. For this reason, the
communist parties of all countrics must unify the
worker force and create a broad popular front compris-
ing patriotic and democratic parties and organizations,
various strata of the population in order to unify
their action against the principal enemy, in the first
place against fascism.

In the anti-fascist movement, the French Popular
Iront, the core of which was constituted by the French
Communist Party, won victory at the elections of May
1936. A Popular Front government was formed. This
event had a direct influence on the political situation
In our country. As a result of the economic crisis and
the French imperialists’ repression policy, all strata of
the population in our country, including the national
bourgeoisie and the democratic personalities, yearned
for democratic changes.

In view of this situation and in accordance with the
resolution of the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International, our Party held its First Congress in the
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summer of 1936, when it pointed out that the task of
the Indochinesc revolution was then to participate in
the world front for democracy and peace, against fas-
cism and fascist aggressive war. The Congress decided
to temporarily put aside the slogans < Overthrow
French imperialism,”  “Confliscate the landowners’
land for distribution to the tillers ' and to organize
an Indochinese Anti-imperialist Populay ['ront. But this
form of organization could not split the ranks of the
French in Indochina, isolate the aggressive French
fascists and reactionary colonialists. For this reasuon,
the Indochinese Anti-imperialist Popular Front was
later changed into the Indochinese Democratic Front,
which rallied all democratic and progressive forces,
struggled against the main enemy — the French fascists
and the French reactionary colonialists — for demo-
cratic freedoms, improvement of living conditions,
against fascist aggression, for world peace. As regards
the form of organization and method of struggle, the
Party Central Committee instructed to use all legal
and semi-legal forms to carry out propaganda, organize
the masses, at the same time to consolidate and develop
secret Party organizations, combine legal and semi-
legal activities with illegal activities to expand the
orgamization of the Party and of the Democratic i"ront
and intensify the masses’ struggie.

Comrade Le Hong Phony, alternate member of the
Communist International IExeccutive Committee, was
sent back to Viet Nam to directly lead the revolution-
ary movement, together with the Central Committee.
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Comrade Ho Chi Minh, then abroad, was closely fol-
lowing the democratic movement in the country, giving
most judicious directives.

To ensure success for the revolution in those days,
he urged : “to organize a broad national democratic
front...

“With the Trotskyites, no compromise, no conces-
siom, is possible. [Zvery means available must be used
to unmask them as fascist agents, who must be polit-
ically annihilated...

“In order to fulfil the above-mentioned task, the
Party must uncompromisingly fight against faction-
alism, organize o systematic study of Marxism-
Leninism to raise the cultural and political level of

Party members...” !

Under the leadership of the Party, the movement of
tlie masses was greatly intensified, beginning with the
campaign to organize an [ndochinese Congress. Every-
where, action committees were set up, talks and
meetings were organized with a view to knowing the
people’s wishes, demanding from the French Popular
Front Government democratic reforms and improved
living conditions for the masses. As a result of pres-
sure by the popular movement in France and in
Iandochina, many political prisoners were released.
Several ncwspapers of the Party, of the Indochinese

V. Party Documents 1935-1939, edited by the Party His-
tory Research Committee, Hanoi, 1964, p. 434-435-
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Democratic Front and of the Democratic Youth were
legally published. Our Party availed itself of the cir-
cumstances to rally the petty bourgeois political
groups and the democratic-minded bourgeois intellec-
tuals for a unified action, and at the same time co-
operated with the Indochina section of the French
Socialist Party on a numbcr of concrete questions.

From mid-rg36 to mid-1939, the struggle movement
of the masses in Indochina developed most rapidly.
Strikes and dewmonstrations broke out in large
cities and industrial areas, especially Saigon, IHanoi,
Haiphong, Vinh, Ben Thuy, Hon Gai, Cam Pha, etc.
The workers demanded improvement of living
conditions, an 8-hour work-day, freedom to organize
corporations, [riendship associations. Manual and
brain workers organized fricndship associations, mu-
tual help associations. Millicns of peasants took part
in demonstrations io demand reduction of taxes,
an end to exactions and extortions.

In this period, our Party severely criticized < leftist”
deviations, such as isolationism, narrow - mindedness,
failing to use legal and semi-legal forms to push the
movement forward, and rightist deviations, such as
legalism, over-rejoicing at partial successes and
neglecting the consolidation of secret arty organiza-
tions, lack of vigilance against the Trotskyites and
reckless cooperation with them, too much zecal in
secking the support of the bourgeoisie and land-
owner class while Dbelittling the coasolidation aund
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development of the revolutionary force of workers
and peasants, and the question of worker-peasant
alliance.

The Indochinese Democvatic Fronmi campaign (1g36-
1030) was actually a powerful, extensive national
and  democratic movement, although our Party at
that fime was too reserved to declare its own stand
on the question of national independence. In the
course  of leading the muasses, the political level
and the capability of cadres, Party members had
been considerably raised. The prestige and influence
of the Party had grown awmong the masses. The
important thing was that the Party had availed itself
of the circomstances to use legal and semi-legal
forms to propagate Marxist - Leninist thought, and
the political line of our Party and of the Communist
International. The legal publications of the Party
and of the Democratic Front played a great role in
mobilizing and educating the masses, organizing and
leadicg their struggle, at the same time smashing
the deceitful propaganda and sabotage activities of
the Trotskyites and other reactionaries, who became
more and more isolated.

The fact that the Party conld use legal forms of
activities, including activities in representative
assemblies and regional councils, constituted a great
victory for communists in a colonial and semi-feudal
country like curs where there wer¢ more prisons

than schools, where the people cnjoyed no demo-
cratic freedoms, cven bourgeois democratic freedoms.
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Our Party achieved another great success in
carrying out through the struggle for democratic

freedoms, improvement of living condilions, the
mobilization and education of the masses who became

«“a popular political army ' comprising millions of
people in the cities and in the countryside, this
brought about an extensive political movement, during
which a host of cadres were trained for revolutionary
activities in our country. Clearly, the powerful
movement of the [Indochinese Democratic Front was
another dress rehearsal in preparation for the August

Revolution.

In the Democratic Ifront movement, our Party
gained valuable expericnce. It taught us that
anything which is in agreement with the people’s
aspirations is supported by the people, who will
actively participate in the struggle. And only in
this manner, do we have a real movement of the
masses. It also taught us that we must do our
utmost to avoid subjectiveness, narrow - mindedness,

etc. 1

13Ho Chi Minh, “Political Report’ to the Party’s
Second National Congress (L'cbruary 1951), Selected Works,
Su That Pablishing lHoase, Fanoi, 19d0, p. 354.
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THE 1¢39-1945 NATIONAL-LIBERATION
MOVEMENT AND THE AUGUST REVOLUTION

In September 1945, World War 1I broke out. The
French colonialists in Indochina ruthlessly repressed
the revolutionary movement led by our Party, and
decreed general mobilization, frantically seizing man-
power and wealth for the fascists’ aggressive war.
Legal activities were no longer possible. Party organs
and cadres who had been engaging in legal and semi-
legal activities were in time instructed to go under-
ground. Most of them moved to the countryside where
they continued their work with the help of the popu-
lation, vigorously developing the revolutionary force
both in the countryside and in the cities. In November
1939, the Party Central Committee held its Sixth
session, attended by comrade Nguyen Van Cu, the
Party secretary-general, and  comrades Le Duan,
Phan Dang Luu etc., stressed that national liberation
was the foremost task of the Indochinese vevolutton, decid-
ed that the slogan of agrarian revolution continue
to be put aside, the policy set forth being only to
oppose high land rent, exorbitant interest rate and to
confiscate land owned by the colonialists and traitors,
for distribution to the tillers. This policy was aimed at
rallying all those who opposed the imperialists and
their lackeys, winning over progressive elements in the
landowner class, broaden the National United Front
which became the Indochina Anti-imperialisi National
Unted IFrong.
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The Sixth session of the Party Central Committee
marked a correct change in strategic direction; it
made an overall appraisal of the national liberation
question and came to the concluston that the condvadic-
tion between the Indochinese peoples and the 1 perialist
aggressors was the main of the Lwo fundamental contra-
dictions in the national and democratic yevolition in
Indochina, that the mnational liberation movement
was an integral part of the world revolutionary
movement.

I'rance was soon occupicd by fascist Hitlers” armics.
The Japanese fascists availed themselven of the occa-
ston Lo nvade  Indochina, The French colonialists
surrendered to the Latter, but the mdonntable Vietnum-
ese people rose up to fight aganst both of them. The
Bac Son insurrcction broke out in September 1g.qo. The
Nam Ky (Cochinchina) insurrection took place
November of the same year. In jJanuary 191, troops
mutinied at Cho Rang and Do Luong. These insur-
rections and mutinies had a great repercussion,
heralding a fierce struggle by our people to reconquer
independence and {reedom.

In November 1940, the Seventh session of the Party
Central Committee was held with the presence of
comrades Truong Chinh, Hoang Van Thu, Hoang
OQuoc Viet, Phan Dang Luu, Tran Dang Ninh, etc. It
pointed out the serious threat to the Indochinese peo-
ples then under a double yoke—the French and Japan-
ese fascists, — decided that our Party’s immediate

3X




task was to lead the Indochinese peoples in the prepa-
rations for an armed uprising to seize power. 1t also
decided that the armed forces organized for the Bac
Son insurrection be maintained and a revolution base
established. Comrade Truong Chinh was made acting
secretary-general. On October 13, 1940, the Bac Son
insurrection forces were organized into the first Viet-
namese guerrilla unit under the leadership of cur
Party. Shortly after, this unit grew into three platoons
of the National Salvation Army

On I'ebruary 8, 1941, comrade He Chi Minh return-
ed to the country to assumne dircet leadership of the
Vietnamese revolutionary movement. In May 1941, the
Fighth session of the Party Central Committee met
at Pac Bo, presided over by comrade Ho Chi Minh.
Oun the basis of a penetrating analysis of the situation
in the country and in the world, the Central Committee
cencluded that the revolution to be carried out in the
immediate future was a national liberation revolubion,
and all the revolutionary forces of the people must
direct their spearheads against the Japanese and
French fascist aggressors, because “ should we fail in
this moment to liberate the country, recover independ-
ence and freedom for the entire people, not only
would the country and the people remain enslaved
for ever, but also the interests of a section, of the
class, would never be reclaimed.”” !

1. Hxcerpts from the resolution of the Highth session of
tie Party Central Committee, May 1941.
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At the Eighth session, the Party Central Committee
developed and amended the resolution of the Sixth
and Seventh sessions on the questions of national lib-
eration, decided to settle this question  within the
framework of cach Indochinese country, to found the
{“iel Nam Independence League (Viet Minb, in an abbre-
viated form), which comprised National Salvation
Associations of different strata of the population
(National Salvation Workers' Association, Nalional
Salvation Peasants’ Association, National Salvation
YVouth Association, National Salvation Women's Asso-
ciation, National Salvation Old Foilt Association, Na-
cional Salvation Armymen's Association, National Salva-
dion Bonzes' Association, etc.). An extremely flexible
policy was adopted, with o view to splitling up enemy
ranks and rallying all forces that could be rallied in
order to save the country and liberate the people. It
was decided to establish revolutionary bases, build up
and develop armed forces, speed up revolutionary work
in all its aspects, to prepare for an armed uprising,
procceding from local uprisings to a general uprising
to scize power. More comrades were elected to the
Central Committee and comrade Truong Chinh was
made Party sceretary-general.

The Party Central Committee Lighth session Resolu-
tion and comrade Ho Chi Minh’s appeal to all our coun-
trymen, which was issued after the mectug of the
Central Committee, greatly stimulated our entire
Purty and our entire people. The measures and policies
decided upon by the Central Committee at that
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historic meeting, which were strictly carried out by
the entire Party, led to the victory of the Revolution
of August 1945.

The Japanese and French fascists had contradictory
interests in Indochina, but they were equally deter-
mined to crush the Vietnamese revolution. They ruth-
lessly repressed and massacred the people, killed or
deported patriotic fighters. The Viet Minh programime
fully responded to our people’s aspirations to independ-
ence and freedom. All patriotic Vietnamese did their
utmost to realize that programme. And the [iet Mink
prew rapidly, despite outright repression.

At that moment, the anti-fascist Allied Powers were
mecting with difficulties. The German, Italian and
Japanese fascists were in a strong position. But our
Party and President FHo Chi Minh had clearly seen
that the Soviet Union and the Allies would certainly
win victory, the Japanese and French fascists in Indo-
china would sooncr or later fight against one another,
and the Vieltnamese people would certainly reconquer
independence. This unshakable faith in our people’s
bright future was communicated by the Viet Mink to
the entire population.

In 1943, the liberation movement was fairly strong
in the countryside, but remained weak in the cities,
especially in the large ones where a movement of
students and intellectuals was still lacking. The Party
decided on concrete measures to broaden the Viet
Minh front, vigorously develop the movement in the
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cities, and pul forward o Vietnamese Cutural
Programme to draw Victnamese artists and intellec-
tuals into the National Saloation Cullural Association,
a member organization of the 1jet Mink Front. Tllegal
publications ol the Party and of the Ve Mink Tront
denonnced  pro- Japanese tendencies, the reliance on
Japanese Torces, the tllusion of secizing power through
peaceful negotiations with the Japanese, fought against
the aggressive and sabotaging Trotskyites and  the
A.B.s 1, against division and factionalism, to consol-
idaic unity and oneness of nund in the Party and the
Front, and strengthen the Party's leadership of the
Vietnamese revolution.

In Angust 1044, the Party Central Committee exhort-
o the people to “get weapons and drive out the
common cnemy’’. The revolutionary atmosphere was
secthing throughout the country. In a number of
localities, especially at the revolutionary bases, the
people were ecager to take action, but the Party
pointed cut that the opportunity had not come for an
uprising. .

In October 1044, comrade Ho Chi Minh himself
zave the order to postpone the insurrection of the
Cao Bang- Bac Can - Lang Son population, as condi-
tions were not yel ripe for it. The Party Standing

' A3, {Anti-Bolchevik), i.e, sabotage agents who feign
1o be communists in order to undermine communism. Dur-
ing the 1939-1945 period, they were cmployed by the
[French fascists for provoking and dividing our Party and
sabotaging the Indochinese revolution.
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Committee also severely criticized the armed uprising
on November 11, 1944 at Vu Nhai- Dinh Ca, as a petty
bourgeois act which prematurely revealed our forces.
At the same time, the Party pointed out that higher
forms of struggle were needed to step up the move-
ment. On December 22, 1944, the Viet Nam Liberation
Armmy Propaganda Unit was created in Cao Bang under
the command of comrade Vo Nguyen Giap. This unit,
together with National Salvation wnits, intensified
armed struggle combined wiliy political struggle.

At that time, the counter-offensive by the Soviet
Army was winning great victories. The fate of the
German fascists was scaled. In the Pacific areca, the
Japanese were in a hopeless situation.

Knowing that the Japanese were preparing to over-
throw the French rule over Indochina, the Party
Standing Committee on March g, 1943 convened an
enlarged conference to take a step for action. As our
Party had predicted, fighting between the French and
the Japanese broke out. To eliminate the danger of
being attacked from behind when Allied troops landed
in Indochina, the Japanese fascists staged a coup
d’état on March 9, 1945, overthrew the French and
became the masters of Indochira. In these circum-
stances, the enlarged conference of the Party Standing
Committee concluded that the coup d’état would
create a situation of serious crisis in which conditions
for a general uprising would ripen quickly. The Con-
ference decided to replace the slogan “Drive out the
French and the Japanese” with the slogan “Drive
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out the Japanese fascists” and launched a powerful
movement against the [apanese [ascists, Jor mational
salvation, to prepare Jor a geneval wprising. In areas
where conditions were favourable, guerrilla warfare
was intensified and the local adnvinistralion was over-
thrown. To speed up preparations for a general upris-
ing and bring quick relicf to famine victims, the Con-
ference decided to mobilize the masses for a
campaign to “seize rice stocks, save people from
starvation”. The conclusions and the resolutions of the
Conference led to concrete measures, and the his-
toric Party Standing Committee instruction on ** Owr
Action when the TJapanese and the French are shooting
al one another’’ issucd on March 12, 1945 was very
timely and stimulated the spirit of initiative of local
Party organizations.

From the end of March onwards, the Vietnamese
revolutionary movement became increasingly power-
ful, and local uprisings broke out in many places.

Active preparations were made for the coming gener-
al uprising. In April 1945, the Party Standing Com-
mitice convened the Tonkin Revolutionary Military
Conference. Presided over by the Party secretary-gener-
al, the Conference decided on unifying all armed forces
into a Viet Nam Libevaiion Army, developing armed
self-defence units and self-defence combat groups,
opening schools for short-term training of military
and political cadres. In june 1945, a liberated zone
was created which comprised six Viet Bac provinces:
Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang Son, Thai Nguyen, Tuyen
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Quang and Ha Giang. Revolutionary People’s commit-
tees were established atall levels, and important Viet
Minh policies began to be carried out. The liberated
zone became the principal revolutionary base for the
whole country, it was to grow up into the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam.

While our people were actively preparing for the
general uprising, a terrible famine had broken out in
Bac Bo aund the northern part of Trung Bo. Two mil-
lion Vietnamese died from starvation. This was the
most disastrous consequence of the policy of exploita-
tion and war provocation of the Japanese and French
[ascists. The mobilization of the masses for seizing
rice stocks and saving people from starvation, which
responded to the most urgent need of the people, fan-
ned up the movement of struggle and insurrection,
trained the people in rising upin arms and seizing
power. The people’s revolutionary  spirit was greatly
enhanced. The revolutionary movement had rallied
not only workers, pecasants, small traders, small
owners, students, government employees but also
national bourgecis and a number of small landowners.
National Salvation organizations, self-defence nunits
sprung up in nearly all hamlets and even in the big
cities. An atmosphere of insurrection pervaded the
country.

World War Il was ending. The German and Italian
fascists has laid down arms, the Japanese fascists
were also doomed.
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On August 8, 1945, the Soviet Union declared war
on the Japanese fascists. Within only a few days, the
Soviet armed forces had crushed Japancse crack
armics stationed in Northeast China. On August 15,
1045, Japan unconditionally surrendered to the Soviet
Union and other Allied powers.

On August 13, 1945, the Party held its Second Na-
tional Congress at Tan Trao, to decide on a general
uprising and to take part in the Pcople’s Congress
convened by the Viet Minh.

The People’s Congress which met at Tan Trao on
August 16, 1945, adopted the Ten Major Policies set
forth by the Viet Minh, sanctioned the Order _!nr' a
general uprising  and elected the National Liberalton
Central Comntittee, i. €. the Provistonal Government
headed by President Ho Chi Minh. At this historic
Congress, our Party put forward a most correct po-
licv - to mobilize the people for an uprising to seize
po:mar before Allied troops landed in Indochina tu
disarm Japanese troops, wrest power from the Jap:.m-
ese and overthrow the Japanese puppets, then receive
Allied troops in our capacity as masters of the
country.

The news of the Japanese surrender spread throughout
the country. Because of difficulties in communicatiogs,
many localities had not received the Central Comxmt-
tee's order for an uprising, but the Party leaders there,
carrying out the instructions on * Qur action when
the Irench and the Japanese ave shooting al otie another’,
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and especially taking into account the favourable
conditions for an uprising as specified in these instruc-
tions, timely mobilized the masses for an uprising to
seize power immediately after Japan's surrender. T/e
successjul uprising tn Hanoi on August 19, 1945 had a
decisive effect on the situation in the whole country..
A successful uprising took place on August 23, 1945,
in Hue, and another on August 25, in Saigon. Within
eleven days, the general uprising had succecded in all
provinces, bringing the August Revolution fo success.

On September 2, 1945, in the capital of Hanoi, Pres-
ident Ho Chi Minh, on behall of the Provisional Govern-
ment, read the Declaration of Independence, announcing
to the Vietnamese people and to the world the birth
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, inaugurating
a new era in the history of the Vietnamese people,
the cra when the Vietnamese people are the real mas-
ters of their counfry.

The Revolution of August 1945 was a national liber-
ation revolution, a decisive step in the people’s na-
tional democratic reveolution in Viet Nam, made under
the leadership of our Party. It smashed the French
colonialist yoke imposed on our people for nearly a
hundred years and overthrew the several-thousand-
year throne, founded the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, our people’s independent and democratic
State, the first worker-peasant State in Southeast Asia.

40

The August Revolution was not only the resnlt of
the 1939-1045 campaign for national liberation, but
also the outcome of a revolutionary process since the
founding of our Party, passing through two rehearsals,
the revolutionary upsurge of 1930-1931 and the 1g36-
193y extensive movement of the Indochinese  Demo-
cratic Front. ‘Through [ifteen years of continuous
gle, from 1930 to 1945, our Party had mobilized,
educated and organized all strata of the population,
mobilized the great worker-peasant {oree, realized the
worker-peasant alliance. On the basis of this strong
worker-peasant alliance, the Poarty  had rallied  ail
patriotic forces into a broad National United Front,
the 1Vier Minle Front, built up revolutionary forces

strug

cverywhere, in the mountainons regions, m the coun-
tryside and the cities. It had built up people’s armed
forces, combined armed struggle with  political
struggle, combined local guerrilla war with local upris-
ing in the countryside, and when the opportunity
fiod come, had in time mobilized the masses for a
general uprising in the countryside and in the cities,
to overthrow the rule of the imperialists and their
feudal agents, seize power for the people.

The Sugust Revolution had a strong popular char-
acter. It had mobilized the masses throughout the
country for an uprising, paralysed the reactionary
elements, raised to a high level our people’s spirit of
self-reliunce when our country was surrounded by
imperialist powers, strictly carried out the Declara-
tion of the et Minh Front that “‘our liberation must
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be achieved by ourselves”, without waiting until the
proletarian revolution had triumphed in France,
without relying on any direct aid from outside.

The August Revolution is a model national libera-
tion revolution led by the working class, which has
triumphed in a colonial and semi- feudal country, by
an armed gemeral uprising of the masses, by a clever
combination of armed struggle with various forms of po-
Litical struggle of the masses, to seize power, establish a
popular regime. It disrupted the colonial system of
imperialism at its weakest point, greatly contributing
to breaking up that system.

Aboui the August Revolution, President Ho Chi
Minh wrote:

“Not only the Vietnamese labouring class and peo-
ple, but also the labouring class and oppressed peo-
ples elsewhere can be proud that this was the first
time in the history of colonial and semi-colonial peo-
ples that a party which was ouly fiffeen years old, has
stccessjully led a revolution and seized powey in the whole
country”. !

1 Ho Chi Minh, ‘“Folitical Report”’ to the Party’s Second
National Congress (February 1951), Selected Works, Su That
Publishing House, Hanoi 1960, p.356.
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THE STRUGGLE TO DEFEND NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE, PRESERVE AND CONSOLIDATE
THE PEOPLE’S POWER. THE PROTRACTED
RESISTANCE WAR AGAINST THE FRENCH
COLONIALIST AGGRESSORS
(1945-1954)

THE STRUGGLE TO PRESERVIC AND
CONSOLIDA’TE THIEE PEOPLINS POWER

The younyg Democratic Republic of Viet  Nam was
confronted with countless difficulties. Havdly had the
terrible [umine caused by the French- Japanese fascist
imperialists’ policy of plunder corae to an end when
a great flood occurred m Bac Bo, followed by drought.
Rice cultivation could not be achieved in good time.
There was stagnation in all branches of production,
commodities were in short supply and the State stores
feft by the Japancse werc empty.

43




At that very moment when our people were facing
many difficulties, two hundred thousand Chiang Kai-
shek troops penetrated into the North. Supposedly
thev were coming on a mission entrusted by the Allies—
to disarm the Japanese troops in Indochina, but in
point of fact, they were lackeys of the US imperial-
ists, and were committed te carry out their wicked
designs—to do away with our Party, destroy the Viet
Minh (Viet Nam Independence League and help
the Vietnamese reactionaries overthrow the people’s
power and sct up a stooge administration to their
devotion. In the South, British troops, who came also
under the pretence of disarming the Japanese, werc
actually an expeditionary corps whose task it was 10
pave the way for a French come back. They helped
the French colonialists reconquer Nam Bo and South-
ern Trung Bo, and work out plans for a reconquest
of the whole of Indochina. While the different impe-
rialists colluded with onc another to attack us polit-
ically and militarily, the Vietnamese traitors in the
pay of the French, the Americans and Chiang Kai-shek
multiplied their acts of provocation and sabotage.
Our people had to overcome seemingly insuperable
difficulties to preserve the revolutionary power. On
November 25, 1045, the Party Central Committee
issued a directive on Resistance war and national
construction, and pointed out that it was an urgent
task of the Party and peoplete consolidate the polit-
ical power, fight against the French colonialist ag-
gressors, do away with the domestic traitors, and irn-
prove the people’s livelihood.
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The main problem then was to safeguard the revo-
lutionary powcr. That was a life-and-death struggle
of our entire people against imperialism and its
flunkeys. I'irst of all, it was necessary to ensure
that the revolutionary power was really a power of
the people, elected by the people, and supported by
the entire people, ready to fight in a self-denying
spirit to defend it. That is why our Party and Govern-
ment made every effort in a race against time fo
organize the general elections, elect the National
Assemblv, and formally install the Government. On
January s, 1940, President Ho Chi Minh said: “Tomor-
row, our people will show to the world that they are
firmly resolved :

= To unite closly

— To fight agamst the coloninlists

— To win independence .

On January 6, 1945, the general elections were
successfuily held throughout the country 2t a time
when the southern part of our country was being sub-
jected to armed aggression by the French imperialists,
and when in the North, the Chiang Kai-shek troops
were resorting to every wicked trick to sabotage the
general elections and overthrow the people’s power.
The first general elections in our country had there-
fore, the character of a fierce class and national strug-
gle. In Nam Bo alone, 42 cadres heroically laid down

' Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works, Suw That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 228.
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their lives during the election campaign. In all locali-
ties, the people also proceeded with a high sense of
urgency to elect people’s councils at different levels,
and these people’s councils formally elected the peo-
ple’s committees which replaced the provisional ones
set up during the first days after the general uprising,

With the great success of the elections to the
National Assembly and the people’s councils at all
levels, our people demonstrated the invincible
strength of their national union and their iron will
to determine themselves their own destiny.

Along with the preparation and organization of the
general clections, o Coustitution - Drafting Committee
was sel up by virtue of a decree issued on September
20, 10945. Under the chairmanship of President Ho
Chi Minh, the Comumitlee performed its work with a
high sense ol urgency, and on November ¢, 1040 the
National Assembly adopted the first Constitution of
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, a revolutionary
constitution which laid down the Victnamese people’s
right of being masters of the land, and their demo-
cratic freedoms. The Viet Minh I'ront was consolidated
and developed. In May 1940, the Viet Nam National
Union Association {Lien Viet) was founded to rally
those parties and individuals who, lor one reason or
another, had not joined the Viet Minh. The national
united bloc based on the worker-peasant alliance-
foundation of the people’s power - was steadily
consolidated and strengthened.
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Measures designed 1o improve the people’s liveli-
hood were actively carried out in the first months of
the revolutionary power: a 25 per cent reduction in
land-rent, confiscation of the holdings of the French
colonialists and (he Vietnamese traitors for distribu-
tion to landless peasants, equitable redistribution of
communal lands to all citizens — men and women -
promulgation of the eight-hour work day, protection
of the workers’ rights in the relations between employ-
ers and workers. At the same time, urgent stops were
taken to fight against illiteracy, famine and Jjoreim
invasion. Within a short period of fime, subsidiary
crops were grown in all areas, The  production of
I.\IQIIZ(.', aweel polato, cassava rools and other crops
mercased manifold. Famine was driven back. Great
attention was paid to the eultural, educational, health
work, and especially the [ight against illiteracy. By
the end of 1946, over two million people had known
how to read and write.

The Party devoted special care to the building of
the armed forces and encouraged the entire people
to turn their minds to the beloved South which was
heroically  fighting against the French colonialist
aggressors. ‘Fhe movement of support to the resist-
ance war of the South Vietnamese countrymen became
a broad and scething political campaign. “* Support-
the-Resistance ' committecs were set up everywhere.
Within a short period of time, conlingent upon con-
tingent of troops set out from all parts of the Father-
land, and moved Southt to join the fight. Under the
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Party’s leadership, the difficulties due to the French
colonialists” surprise attack in the South were over-
come one after the other. In the military situation,
there was a turn for the better. The Seuth Vietnam-
ese people and armed forces won big victories which
were a source of encouragement for our entire people
in their patriotic fight against the enemy.

While in the South, French troops conducted 2
cruel war of aggression, the Chiang Kai-shek troops
and their lackeys in the North carried out all kinds
of wicked schemes in an atterpt to overthrow the
people’s power. In the face of that extremely compli-
cated and difficult situation, our Party applied a most
skitful and tlexible tactics with a view to causing a
diiferentiation i the enemy’s ranks and isolating
him to the highest degree. The Central Commitiee
pointed out: “Our mumn enemy at this time is the
French colonialist agpressors. We must concentrate
the fire of struggle on them ' 1. The Chiang Kai-shek
troops were also a great danger Lo us, but they dared
not yet overtly attack us as the French colonialists
had done. On the other hand, they were being con-
fronted with a great threat—the powerfully growing
revolutionary struggle of the Chinese pe ople under
the leadership of the Chinese Commumist Party. There-
fore, the policy of the Party at thai time was to
show & conciliatory attitude to Chiang Kai-she k while

1. Directive on Resistance War and Nalional Construction
issued by the Central Committee on November 25, 1943,
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preserving national sovereignty and independence. In
view of the seething revolutionary spirit of the popu-
lar masses in our country and the firm stand of our
Party and Government, the provocative schemes of
the Chiang Kaisshek clique were foiled and their
agents' acts of betrayal duly punished,

After six months' occupation of North Viet Nam,
the Chiang Kai-shek troops still failed to altain their
objective of doing away with our Parly, destroying
the Viet Minh and overthrowing our people’s revolu-
tionary power. On February 28, 1946, in compliance
with the US imperialists' order, the Chiang Kai-shek
clique signed with the French colonialists an agree-
ment allowing French troopsto replace theirs in North
Viet Nam. Thus the imperialists clearly revealed their
wicked design to arrange a French colonialist recon-
quest of our whole country. Qur Party was of the
view that the Chinese-French agreement did not con-
cern the French and Chiang Kai-shek alone but rather
the imperialist camp as a whole. It made clear that
in view of this situation, there were only two choices—
first, to take up arms and resolutely oppose the intro-
duction of French troops into the North, thus facing
the prospect of fighting against several enemies at a
time : sccond, to enter into talks with the French and
play off the imperialist countries against one another
with a view to driving out the Chiang Kai-shek troops
and buying time to consolidate and develop the revo-
lutionary forcesin a practical preparation for a nation-
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wide resistance war. Our Party chose the latter course.
On March 6, 1946, our Government signed a prelimi-
nary agreement with the French, laying a basis for
formal negotiations. Hardly bad the ink dried on
the agreement when the French colonialists reneged
their pledge. But as a result of the firm and persistent
struggle of our people, the formal negotiations be-
tween our Government Delegation headed by comrade
Pham Van Dong and the French Government Delega-
tion opened at Fontainebleau (France) on July 6,
16460, Our Government's correct and firm stand enjoy-
e the approval and support of the French people
and progressive public opinion in the world. But the
negotiations ended in failure because the French colo-
nialists had only one desire—to restore their rule over
our country. The duanger of a fierce and protracted
war on a nation-wide scale was imminent. To buy
more time to prepure Tor the resistance, President Ho
Chi Minh signed the Seplember 4, 1940 Madus Vi-
vendi with the French Government  belore leaving
France for home.

The conclusion of the preliminary agreement was a
very sound and wise move of our Party. It made it
pos.sihle for the Vietnamese revolulion to remove a
cruel enemy directed by the Ul imperialists, and to
spearhead the flames of struggle at the lrench colonial.
ists, the immediate and most dangerons enemy of the
Vietnamese people. At the same tune,our people
gained a precious time to prepare forces for a pro-
tracted resistance war.
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The difficult and complex situation which prevailed
during the period from the trinmph of the August
Revolution (1g45) to the cud of 1940 was a severe
test Tor our Party and Government. Qur young reve-
lutionary power hung oniy by o thread. Bul our Party
and Govermment headed by onr venerated President
Ho Chi Minh led our people through all dangers and
managed to safeguard it and develop ou strength,

When the French colonialists deliberately  started
war, our nation-wide resistance began.

THE LINE OFF CONDUCTING A NATIONAL, ALL-
SIDED AND PROTRACTED RESISTANCE WAR
AGAINST THE FRENCH COLONJALIST AGGRES-
SORS. THE IMPORTANT VICTORIES RECORDED
IN THE TIRST YEARS OF THE RESISTANCE

Just as our Party had anticipated it, the French
colonialists carried on the policy of “accomplished fact”
in the hope of reimposing their rule on our country.
Following numerous French provocations, the war
spread to the whole country on December 19, 1G46.
The period of temporary arrangement had come to an
end. Under the leadership of the Party and President
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Ho Chi Minh, the entire Vietnamese people rose up in
a resolute fight to preserve national independence and
upity and to defend and develop the gains of the Au-
gust Revolution.

On December 20, 1946, President Ho Chi Minh
pointed out

«'We want peace, we have made concessions. But
the more concessions we make, the more demands are
raised by the [rench colonialists, resolved as they
are to reconquer our country.

«No! We would rather sacrifice cverything than
lose our country and accepl slavery. !

Following President Ho Chi Minh's appeal, the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party issued on December 22,
1946 a directive about the national resistance way. The
directive pointed out the goals and character of the
resistance and laid down a common program of action
for our Parly, armed forces and people. It made clear
that this was a resistance war conducted by the en-
tire people in all ficlds, during « long period, and in
a self-reliant spint.

Early in 1047, comrade Truong Chinh wrote The
Resistance Will Win to explain the Party's line and
policy in the resistance war. I'he fundamental princi-
ples were laid down as follows - our people were fight-
ing against imperialism —an  cnemy possessing a

' Ho Chi Minh, “Appeal Tor nation-wide resistance’’,
Selected Works, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1960,

p. 248.
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strong army and plenty of weapons. That is why we
had to fight a protracied war in the course of which
we were to put out of action an increasing number of
enemy cffectives while preserving and developing our
own forces, thus we would gradually turn the tables
on the cnemy, passing from an inferior position to a
superior one over the enemy, and win final victory. To
fight a protracted resistance war, we had to rely on
our own forces. Therefore, the general strategy of the
resistance against the French colonialist aggressors
was that of a protracted war conducted in a self-reliant
spirit. To win victory, it was necessary to unite the
entire  people, mobilize their manpower, material
resources and intellectual capabilities for the resist-
ance, and strugple inoall fields military, political,
ceonomic and cultural. Our people’s protracted resist-
ance was to go through three stages strategic defen-
sive, active attrition and general counter-olfensive.
The idea of a people’s war conducted hy the entire
people was affirmed. The armed  forces with three
kinds of troops — main - force units, repional  troops,
and militia and guerilla forces — were 1o I the core
of the resistance waged by the entire people under
the Party's leadership.

Our resistance war began in extremely difficult con-
ditions. The horrible famine caused by the French and
the Japanese in 1945 had almost exhausted our people.
The enemy possessed air, naval and land forces with
modern weapons. We had only a newly organized
infantry with little experience and lacking everything.
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QOur Party advocated, however, the conduct of a reso-
lute resistance in the course of which we would build
up our strength and foster the forces of the people
while fighting against the enemy.

The facts of nearly one year of nation-wide resistance
showed that the enemy was unable to wipe out cur
main-force units with modern weapons. He managed
to cccupy cnly a few towns at a very high cost.
Our guerilla warfare developed. The armed forces
with three kinds of troops took shape. Our people
displayed o high degree of heroism, they feared
neither hardships nor sacrifices and ably  performed
both production and [ighting.

The more the war dragged on, the greater the
difficulties and embarrassiment of the enemy. Therefore,
he sought every means to bring the war to an end. On
the one hand, hie made {renzied preparations for a
major offensive which was to wipe oul our main.
force units and leading bodies of the resistance. On
the other, he rigged up a stooge government with
which he signed a secmiogly radical «agreement ”
in an attempt to impose his terms upon us.

To this end, the French imperialists mustered n
late 1947 over ten thousand troops to mount a large-
scale offensive against Viet Bac hopingly to destroy
the base area of the whole country, annihilate the
main-‘orce units and knock out the leading bodics
of the resistance. The Central Committee of the Party
had anticipated this scheme and directed the Party’s
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Committees at all levels to be on guard against it.
On September 15, 1047, it issued the instruction Wha!
did Bollagrt say, and whal st we do 7, in which it
made clear that “all forces of the nation must be
mobilized against the French coloninlists’ manceuavie
of making Vietnamese fight Vietnamese and prepa-
rations must be made to foil all major offensives of
the enemy in the forthcoming months. On October
135, 147 it issued a new instruction The Irench winter
of fensive must be smashed. Carrying out this instruction,
our people and armed forces on all theatres of oper-
Ations in the country put up a valiant fight in
close coordination with those of Viet Bac, and they
won glorious victories, After over two months of
hard fighting, our people and armed forces smashed
the I'rench plan for a lightaing war, preserved their
strerigth, maintained the base arca of the whole
country, wiped out many enemy eifectives and
captured big quantities of weapons and military
cquipment.

After the French defeat in Viet Bac (Winter 1947)
the physiognomy of the war changed. The enemy
roalized that it was impossible to wipe out our main
forces by means of big operations, and 1o resolve the
war quickly with his own forces. That is why in 1048
there was a shift in his strategy: giving up all at-
tempts to expand the occupicd areas, he tried to
consolidate s rear areas, firmly entrenehing himeelf
in Nam Bo instead of mounting atlacks in Buc Bo;
biy oprrations gave way 10 amalter ones inteaded to
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destroy our economy and our mass bases rather than
to wipe out our main force units;at the same time,
frenzied efforts were made to strengthen the puppet
administration, pressgang more men into the puppet
army and enlist US aid.

On the other hand, the Viet Bac victory gave our
people and armed forces increased confidence in the
final victory of the protracted resistance war. As the
resolution of the enlarged session of the Party Central
Committec in January 1948 righily put it, * The Viet
Bac campaign marked a major turn in our nation’s
protracted resistance war. [t pushed us into the
second phase that of attrition.”

After poinling out that our resistance had entered
the strategic phase of attrition, the enlarged session
of the Party Central Committee in january 1948 and
the Fourth, Vifth and Sixth Conferences of cadres
(May 1948, August 1948 and January 1949 respective-
ly) made the following decisions:

In the wilitary jield, to smash the enemy offensives
against our base areas, to develop guerilla warfare
with independent platoons and companics, armed
propaganda groups and shock work teams. The gener-
al guideline in the attrition phase was to regard
guerilla actions as the main form of fighting and
mobile warfare as a secondary one, but to attach great
attention to stepping up mobile warfare, to build up
people’s armed forces comprising main force units,
regional troops, and militia and guerilla forces.

50

In the political field, to strive to strengthen the
union of the entire nation, to broaden the national
united front, to consolidate and strengthen the people’s
power, to destroy the enemy's stooge administration,
to step up the agitation work among cnemy troops,
to enlist the support of the socialist countries and
the peace-loving and progressive forces i the world.

I the cconomic and financial field, to improve the
material and cultural life of the people with o view
to conducting a protracted resistance war, to develop
the new democratic economy, to develop state-run
enterprises, to prepare conditions for a planning of
the state sector of the economy, to promote foreipn
trade, to mobilize all human and material resources
according to the slogan: Al Tor the front, all for
victory ", to carry out the Party’ Land policy to
foster the peasants’ forces and promote apricultural
production, fo Dblockade and destroy the enemy
ceonomy.

Do the cultiral and social ficld, to educale and mobil
izc the cultural circles for o penwine pachcipation
m resislance works, to pursue the steoggele apainst
illiteracy, to improve the educational syatem, to pro-
mole o new culture willi o nattonal, scientific and
mass character, to slep up Che campayn for new
ways of life, to hpht apaast had customs and prac-
tice, to care for the people health.

In March 1948, the Parly Central Committee initiat-
ed a big patriotic emulation movement in the whole
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Party, army and people. The patriotic ardour and
creative spirit of the people and armed forces were
brought into play. As a result, guerilla warfare strong-
ly developed as from 1y48. Many cnemy rear areas
became ours. National union was broadened. The
Party was further strengthened and developed.

Before the August Revolution, our Party had been
an illegal, underground one. But after the Revolution,
it became a party in power, and it led the sacred re-
sistance war of our people against the French colo-
nialist aggressors. The overwhelming majority of its
cadres and members were tested and tempered in this
resistance war. However, because the Party was in
power, a number of them were likely to indulge
in burcaucratism, “commandism’”  and aloofness
from the musses. Further, some people had joined
the Party wilh @ wrong motivation. In October 1947,
President Ho Chi Minh wrote the book Change the sfyle
of work, in which he set forth twelve points for Party
building. About the first point, he said:

< The Organization is not one for hecoming manda-
vins and earning money. It must fulfilits task of liber-
ating the nation, and ensuring prosperity to the
Fatherland and happiness to the people.”!

President Ho Chi Minh's March 1947 letter to the
comrades in Bac Bo and the book Change the style 0f

V Change the Style of Work, S That Pudlishing House,
Hanoi, 1953, page 33. Because al the Lime the Parly was

still nndergronnd, the anthor uscd the word <Organization’
for Party.
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work have become documents for daily study by cadres
and Party members to enhance their virtues and
better their style of work.

President Ho Chi Minh often said : «“The Party is
like a power generator, resistance and construction
works arc like clectric lamps, to the extent that when
the generator is powerful, the lamps give more hight.
He used to recommend cadres and Party members, to
strive for increased unity and one-mindedness within
the Party. In Januvary 1949 he said:

“QOur comrades, different as they may be as fo na-
tionality or class origin, share the same doctrine, the
same purpose ; together they live and die, share weal
and woe ; therefore, they must sincercly unite. To
atiain cur goal, organization is not cnough, there
must also be sincevity in thoughts.

There are two ways for us to achieve ideological
unity and internal cohesion, namely criticisin and self-
criticisme. From the highest to the lowest level, every-
body should use them to achicve ever greater uni;cy
and to make progress.’ 1 .

He also said:

“ Our Party comprises many people, but when in
action, it is like one man, This is due to discipline.
Ours s an ron discipline, that is a strict and con-
scioas one. We ought to sirive hard to preserve the
Paity’s iron discipline, ?

Tand 2 Fo Chi Miol, < Closing Vddress " (o the Sixth
Conlerence of Party Cadies (Januy 15, 19 1q), Sciected Woi ks,
Suo fhat Publishing House, Hanoi, i006o, p.o 302,
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Under the leadership of the Central Committee and
President Ho Chi Minh, by 1949, our Party had actu-
ally been built into a strong mass party. Its forces
developed everywhere. Its leading role over the resist-
ance and construction work was strengthened.

To the victories of our people and armed forces were
added those of the world revolutionary movement. In
October 1949, the Chinese revolution triumphed. In
January 1950, the Soviet Union, China and the other
people's democracies formally recognized the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam and established diplomatic
relations with our Government.

On the basis of the victories recorded in 1048-1949
and the important diplomatic success, the Central
Committee decided in September 19350 to launch the
frontier campaign, which was a resounding victory.
Our people and armed forces managed not only to
wipe out an important part of enemy cffectives, to
consolidate and expand the Viet Bac base area, and
to liberate part of our ferritory, but also to link our
country to those of the socialist camp, and to break
the imperialist encirclement of oui country.

The frontier victory marked a big leap in the growth
of our people and armed forces’ fighting strength, in
our Party’s art of directing the war. IFor the first time
in the history of the war against the French colonial-
ists, our armed forces mounted a major offensive and
smashed the enemy’s defence line along the border.
They had grown up rapidly with the three kinds of
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forces gaining complete strength—main force units,
regional {roops, and militia and guerilla forces.

At the beginning of the war, in view of the great
disparity between the encemy o forces and ours, some
people had expressed the opion that ou resistance
was a case of “a grasshopper kicking  an elephant. ™

In carly 1951, in his Political Keport Lo the Second
National Congress of the Party, President o Chi
Minh pointed out that“ It was so indeed  from the
narrow point of view of a man considering only the
material aspect and the present state ol affairs.
secause at that time we had to use sticks against
enemy planes and guns. Bub our Party f{ollows
Marxism-Leninism. We do not only consider the pres-
ent, but also looks into the future. We have (1rm
confidence in the morale and strength of the masses,
of the nation. That is why we categorically answered
those hesitating and pessimistic people:

True, it is today a grisshopper kicking an elephant,
bt tomorrow the elephant will have its bowels plucked out.

The facts have shown that the colonialist *ele-
phant”” has begun to have its bowels plucked out,
-while our troops have grown into a strong tiger.”"'

As a matter of fact, since 1951, our resistance forces.
especially in the military field, had grown up in
all respects. Our people and armed forces made active
preparations for the general counter-offensive.

v Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works, Su That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 360.
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THE PARTY'S SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS.
THE PREPARATIONS IN ALL RESPECTS
FOR THE GENERAL COUNTER - OFFENSIVE

In view of the rapid growth of our people and
armed forces, the French colonialits had landed in an
extremely difficult situation in their atiempts to pro-
long the war of aggression in Indochina. In the mili-
tary field, in spite of a considerable increase in the
encray’s forces in comparison with the beginning of
the resistance, the Jack of effectives  was more and
more serious. In the political ficld, because they were
conducting an unjust war, the French aggressors
encountered increasing opposition from the French
people and progressive public opinion in the Worl_d.
Their ranks wore torn by sharp internal contradic-
tions and divisions. IFrench governments fell onc
after the other. In the economic ficld, France was
more and more dependent on the Untted Stales, thefe
was a serions decline in the Irench finonces. But in
view of their reactionary nature and of the  policy of
increasing dependence on  the Us imperialists .the
French colonialists stubbornly prolonged the *durty
war’’ in Indochina, and strove Biard {o carry out the
sclieme  of ““making Vietnamese fighl Vietnamese,
and feeding war on war.”’ »

As far as we were concerned, our people’s cause ot
cosistance and construction was  powcrlully develop-
ing. The prestige of our Party :mtl- Government was
being heightened in the international wrepa. This
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caused some erroncous views among cadres and Party
members  about  the profracted  character of  the
resistance and the decision to actively prepare for the
gencral counter offonsive, to act them right at the
Party's Sccond National Conproess carly in 1931,
President Tho Chn Minh v

“We are &1L making active preparations for thi
general counter-offensive...

When the preparations are (ruly completed, the
general counter-offensive will e mounted, The more
complete the preparations, the quicker the general
counter-offensive and the move favourable the condi-
tions attending to it. !

The new changes in the international and national
situation required an incrcased leadership of  the
Party in all ficlds with a view to pushing ahead
the resistance to victory. In this context, the Party’s
Second National Congress played a particularly
important role.

The Congress was held from the 1rth to the 19th
of February 1gsr. It was attended by 158 delegates
and 53 consultative delegates representing over half
a million Party members from Central, South and
North Viet Nam and from abroad.

' He Chi Minh, Political Report to the Party's
Second MNational Congress (Feb. 1651), Selected Works, Su
That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1660, p. 351.
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After the opening speech of comrade Ton Duc
Thang, the Congress heard President Ho Chi Minh's
Political Report and comrade Truong Chinh's Report
on the Vietnamese revolution, then adopted the Mani-
festo, Political 'togramme and Rules of the Party.

Presiden! 1o Chi Minh's Political Report was a
document of great theoretical and practical value,
in which he nol only summed up our Party's cxpe-
riences ol the past 2o years and more, but also
pointed out the important achievements of the world
revolution during the first half ol this twenticth
century. He said:

«The first half of this twenticth century has been
marked by very important developments. But we
may anticipate thal with the efforts of the revolu-
tionaries, the latter half century will witness even
greater and more gloviows changes. " 1
" That situation showed cven more clearly the bril-
liant prospects of the revolution in our country under
the leadership of the Party. In the Political Report,
President Ho Chi Minh ountlined the glorious stages
in the Party's history, and pointed out that the
revolution in our country had gone from victory to
victory, because :

« We have a big and strong Party. Dig and strong
because of our having Marxism-Leninism, hecause of

1 Mo Chi Minh, ¢ Political Report’™ to the Party’s
Second National Congress (Leb. 1051, Selected Vorks, Su
That Publishing House, Hanoi, robo, p. 3.
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the unremitting cfforts of all its members, because
of the love, confidence, support of the entire atmy
and people’ .

In  his  Neport  on the Victnamese  Revolufion,
comrade Troong Chinh presented  to o the Congress
the whole line of national, people’s democratic revo-
lution in Viet Nam. That was the first time our Party
hield that the bourgeois democratic revolution in a
country like ours is a national, people’s democratic
revolution.

The Report correctly analyzed the character of the
Victnamese society and pointed out the encemies of
the Vietnamese revolution, its motive forces, its lead-
ing force, etc. It laid down as an immediate task of
the national, people’s democratic revolution in Viet
Nam the struggle to drive out the French imperialist
aggressors and to overthrow the fcudal forces in the
pay of imperialism, to regain national independence,
to achieve people’s democracy, then to accomplish
the socialist revolution and to build socialism, bypas-
sing the stage of capitalist development. The Report
pointed out : “Under the leadership of the working
class, with the labouring people as the motive force,
this revolution not only resolves anti-imperialist and
anti-feudal tasks, but also promotes a powerful devel-
opment of the people’s democratic regime; at the
same time, it brings about embryos of socialism, and

' He Chi Miuh, Selected Works, S That Publishing

" House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 30y.
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creates conditions for an advance to socialism. 7his
revolution . accomplishes the bourgeois democratic tasks
and growns into a socialist vevolution. '

The Report on the Vietnamese Revolution was an im-
portant document which summed up the Party's
experiences during over 20 years of struggle. It repre-
sented a correct integration of Marxist-Leninist theory
with the practice of the Vietnamese revolution.

The Political Programme of the Viet Nam Workers’
Party adopted by the Congress on the basis of the
Political Report and the Repori on the Vietnamese
Revolution was the development and finalization of
the Party’s general line in the national people’s
democratic revolution. The basic problems of the
national pcople’s democratic revolution were expound-
ed in the /Political Programme in a concise but
complete and clear manmer, lighting the way to the
Party’s practical aclivities in the period ahead. The
‘Political Programme pointed out that:

“ The basic task of the Vietnamese revolution now
is to drive out the imperialist aggressors, to gain
genuine independence and unity f[or the nation, to
remove the feudal and semi-feudal leftovers, to give

1 Truong Chinh, On the Vicinamese Revoluiion, report
to the Party's Second National Congress (Iicb. 1951). Docu-
ments of the Party’s Second National Congress, published
by the Commission for Research about the Party’s history,
Hanoi, 1965, p. 10I.

06

land to the tillers, to develop the people’s democratic
regime, to lay foundations for socialism™ 1.

The Congress adopted basic policies on the building
and devolopment of the Party, on the building and
strengthening of the administration, the army, the
national united front, on the cconomy, finances, etc.
with a view to pushing abead the resistance war to
victory. It decided to bring the Parly mto the open
with the name of Viet Nam Workers' Party. Comrade
Ho Chi Minh was clected Presudent of the Parly, and
comrade Truong Chinh  was ye elected  Secretary
General.

Phe Second National Congress marked by prowth
of our Party. Tor the hest time since its founding,
the Party could hold « proat Congress [ully attended
by (h-l«-g.m-. of all it orgamizations at home and
abroad, democratically elected from below. Generally
speaking, all problems discssed il decided at the
Congress had been discussed previousty i the entire
Party. The correct and  clearsighted  line ol the
(',un;,;u's; wits 0 basis to unite the entire Parly and
people and to lead the revolulion (o new vietories.

In March 1951, the Viet Minh and Lien Viet Fronots
were merged. The national union based on solid
worker peasant alliance under the leadership ol the
working class was consolidated and strengthened.

Vo Document of  the Party’s Sceond  National  Congress
published by the Comission fou Kesearch about the Party’s

history, Hanoi, 1obh, pooriyg.
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During the same month, the Conference for a Viet-
namese - Khmer - Lao  Alliance strengthened further
the alliance between the three fraternal peoples
struggling against the EFrench colonialist aggressors
and the US interventionists, their common enemies,
for national independence, their common ideal.

- In 1952, the Party Central Committee decided to
lauach a campaign for the remoulding of the Party,
the Army and the mass work. This campaign carried
out in 1952-19353 resulted in further consolidating and
strengthening the Party’s leadership and strengthening
the people’s armed forces to mcet the pressing require-
ments of the situation when the resistance war had
entered the stage of fierce battles.

Along with political and military victories, we had,
since 195I, recorded important successes in the eco-
nomic field. The movement for increased production
and self sustenatce was stepped up. Not only did we
manage to ensure adequate supplies in foodstuffs and
consumer goods, we also produced weapons. We set
up workshops for the manufacture of grenades, mines,
bombs, mortars, bazookas, recoiless guns, etc. We
built up a war time cconomy along ncw democratic
lines.

The Party paid particular attention to fostering the
people’s potential, While cacrying out the resistance
war, it put into effect the policy of reduction of land
rents, interest rates, and other policies designed to
gradually limit the exploitation by landlords, and
initially improve the peasants’ livelihood. But in view
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of the development of the resistance, the above steps
were not enough to foster the potential of the peasants
and to increase the resistance forces, In 1953, the
Central Committee reviewed the implementation of
the land policy since the August Revolution and
decided to mobilize the masses for strictly carrying
out the reduction of land rents with retroactive
cffects, and for achieving a land reform, thus putting
into effect the slogan: < Land to the tillers™ even
while the resistance was going on. The campaign for
remoulding the mass work was integrated into the
mass mobilization campaign for implementing the
land policy.

Thanks o his correct policy, the resistance forces
of onr prople grew ever stronger and we recorded

contmuons by victories

P HSTORIC VICTORY OF  DIEN BIEN PHYU
AND THIE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA

Lhe Indoching war dragging oul caused  French
colonialists mcreasingly heavy defeats. Since 1953
vittually the whole of the I'rench Expeditionary Corps
hod  got stuck in “ occupation’ and ‘“ pacification’
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tasks, and its mobile forces had been greatly reduced.
France's economy and finances were in an increasingly
critical situation. The internal contradictions of the
French colonialists sharpened. In the meantime, the
US imperialists defeated in Korea, were seeking to
further intervene in Indochina. On the one hand, they
increased aid to the French colonialists and their
lackeys, on the other, they forced the French to
grant more ‘“independence” to their puppets and to
let the Americans control the puppet army and admin-
istration and directly command the indochina war.
Thus in mid-1953, with US accord, Navarre was
appointed commander-in-chief of the French expedi-
tionary forces inIndochina. Then the ““ Navarre plan”
was mapped out which was in fact a US plan carried
out under US direction. Both the French and the
Americans wishfully believed that within 18 months
they would regain strategic initiative and move
from defeat to victory on the Indochina battlefield.

At the beginning of 1953, on the basis of a scienti-
fic analysis of the situation of the Indochina war,
our Party Central Committee put forward directives
for the winter 1953-spring 1954 ciunpaign: to con-
centrate our forces, launch attacks on places of stra-
tegic importance were the cnemy is relatively weak,
so as to compel him to scatter his forces, thus creating
new favourable conditions for us to gradually anni-
hilate the enemy’s living forces and expand the liber-
ated zome. At the same time, we intensified guerilla
warfare in the enemy's rear areas, and defended the

70

free zone, bringing about favourable conditions for
our main forces to destroy the cnemy in places chosen
by us.

Our army's constant activities in diverse directions
hiad brought to failure Navarre's plan of concentrating
military forces in the Bae Bo delta, Hall of the ene-
my's mobile forces were pinned down in the mountain-
ous regions; this situation created very favourable
conditions for a vigorous development of the guerilla
warfare in the enemy’s rear areas. In Binh ‘vt Thien
and Southernmost Central Viet Nam, regional troops
and militiamen foiled enemy mopping up operations,
destroy important communication lines and expanded
gucrilla bases. All the enemy offensive spearheads
against the free zone were repelled. In Nam Bo, we
intensificd guerilla warfare and increased agitation
work among I‘rench and puppet troops, thousands
of posts and watch-toewers were wiped out or forced
to evacuate. In November 1953, on being informed of
the advance to the North-West of a part of our main
forces, Navarre hastily concentrated more than 5,000
troops and parachuted them on Dien Bien Phu in
order to secure a foothold in the North-West and to
protect Upper Laos. Afterwards, they sent more fresh
forces, determined to build in Dien Bien Phu their
most solid fortificd entrenched camp in Indochina.

In December 1933, our Party Central Committee
decided on waging a battle of strategic character in Dien
Bicn Phu. Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap, Commander-in-
chiel of the Viet Nam Peop'e’s Army was entrusted
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with directing operations on this batileficld. The strate-
gic resolution of the Party Central Committee was swift-
ly translated into the will and action of the whole
Party, army and people. Our artilfery and infantry
units, with man-power and rudimentary equipment,
built hundreds of kilometres of roads through forests
and mountains, lcading to the battlefield, dug hun-
dreds of kilometres of communication trenclies under
intense encmy fire, climbed up hill and down dale to
bring heavy guns to the battlefield.

Putting into effect the slogan “ail for the {front, all
for victory " 200,000 civic-duty men and women were
mobilized and provided more than 3,000,000 work days
to serve the Dien Bicn Phu front. Tens of thou-
sands of shock vouth together with engincering
units valiantly opened new rosds and defused
enemy time-bombs on communication lines. Tens of
thousands of hand - driven Dbicyeles, buffalo-carts,
ox-carts, horse-carts and Doats were used for the
transport of rice, foodstuffs and ammunition to the
front.

On the anti-feudal front, land reform was stepped
up. In a spirit of offensive, the peasouts rose up to
overthrow the landowner class, accomplishing a leap
forward of the resistance forces. The resistance against
the French colonialists had come to a decisive phase ;
the slogans “national independence” and “lund to the
tillers” could be carricd out simultancously, resulting
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in acombination of wrmed struggle with political strug-
gle on a large scale and constituting a great force
which contributed to bringing about the great Dien
Bien Phu victory.

Alter 55 days and nights of continuous Ffighting,
on May 7, 1934 “our army completely destroyed the
Dien Bien Phu fortified entrenched camp, annihilated
or captured over 16,000 enemy troops. The whole
staff of the French command led by De Castries sur-
rended after hoisting o white flag.

The Dien Bien Phu victory was the greatest victory
ol our army and people in the protracted resistance
agoinst the French colonialists and American inter-
ventionists, one of the greatest battles in the history
of the oppressed peoples’ struggle against @ profes-
stonal army of the colonjalists. The glorious victory of
Dien Bien Phu 1s a source of pride and encourage-
ment for all our army and people, a great inspiration
to the national liberation movement in the countries
under the colonial system of imperialism.

During the winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign,
the climax of which was the historic victory of
Dien Bien Phu, 112,000 enemy troops had been
annihilated and numerous areas of great strategic
importance liberated.

The winter 1953 - spring 1954 campaign and the Dien
Bien Phu victory smashed the Navarre plan and con-
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tributed decisively to our victory at the Geneva
Conference. '

The Geneva Confercnce on Indochina was opened
on April 26, 1954 at a moment when our army was
going to launch the third offensive to decide the fate
of the enemy at Dien Bien Phu. Our Government’s
delegation headed by comrade Pham Van Dong came

to the conference table in the position of o victorious
nation.

\ Strategically, the protracted resistance war of our peo-
ple against French colonialists’ aggression underwent 3 stages.
At present, there still exist different opinions as regards
the name and starting point of the third stage.

The first opinion holds that the third stage was the coun-
ter-offensive stage as assessed by the Second Congress of
the Party (Feb. 1951). Beginning winter 1953, this stage
was marked by a series of strategic offensives of our army
and people in all battlefields, the climax of which was the
oifensive of decisive character on the enemy’s strongest for-
tified entrenched camp at Dien Bien Phu, compelling the
enemy to move from the strategic defensive position to the
position of withdrawal and failurc.

The second opinion holds that the third stage was the
stage of offensive beginning with the frontier campaign
(Autumn 1950). After the frontier campaign, our army and
people having won back and kept the initiative opened cam-
paign after campaign of strategic significance, driving the
enemy into the defensive and forcing them to gradually
withdraw from important areas in the battlefield. This form
of partial offensive developed into all-round offensive in win-
ter 1953 -spring 1954, the climax of which was the great
Dien Bien Phu victory.

This question 1is still being studied.
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The great victory of our army and people at Dien
Bien Phu came in time, thus effecting wonderful
combination of military and diplomatic struggle. In
the meantime, the Central Committee of our Party
held its Sixth Session (7-1954). The Central Committee
unanimously approved the Political Bureau's decision
to negotiate peace in Indochina on the basis of French
recognition of the independence, sovereignty, unity
and territorial integrity of Viet Nam. The Session
made a decision ‘“to direct the spearheads of our
struggle against the US imperialists and the aggressive
I'rench colonialists, to restore peace in Indochina
on the basis of the victories won by our people, to
frustrate the US imperialists’ attempt to prolong and
extend the Jndochina war, to comsolidate peace and
bring about the reunification of the country, to win
complete independence and achieve democracy
throughout the country.

On July 20, 1954, after 75 days of arduous struggle,
the Geneva Conference came to a successful end. The
French government accepted to restore peace in In-
dochina on the basis of the recognition of the inde-
pendence, unity and territorial integrity of Viet
Nam, Laos and Cambodia by France and other par-
ticipant countries in the Geneva Conference on Viet
Nam. The Vietnamese people were to carry out free
general elections in July 1956 ! in order te reunify

1 According to the Final declaration of the Geneva Con-
ference on July 21, 1954 on Indochina, Cambodia and TLaos
were to carry out free clections in 1956.
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their country. The French troops were to be with-
drawn from Indochina.

In face of the unanimity of the participant countries
in the Geneva Conference, the US imperialists, al-
though adamant to sign the joint communiqué of
the conference, had at last to make a declaraticn
pledging to respect the Geneva Conference on Indo
china.

The great success of the Geneva Confercnce was
the fruit of the struggle against imperalism for
national liberation waged by the peoples of Indochina
for nearly a century, it was especially the result of
the heroic armed struggle of the Vietnamese people
during nine years of the holy war of resistance under
the leadership of our Party and President Ho Chi
Minh. A peaceful settiement of the Indochina problem
in the spirit of the 1954 Geneva Conference was not
only a great victory of the peoples of Indochina, but
also a great victory of the world’s peoples struggling
for peace, national independence, democracy and
socialism.

After about nine years of arduous but extremely
heroic resistance, our pcople have completely liberated
the North from the French colenial rule, bringing
about conditions for carrying out the land reform
throughout the northern part of our country and
leading the North to the phase of socialist revolution.
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In the war of resistance against the French, our
people had to [ight not only against aggression by
French colonialists but also against the attempt to
conquer our country awl check the revolutionary
movement in the world by UsS-led imperialists, By res-
olutely waging a war of resistance until final victo-
ry, our people have (ulfilled not only their national
duty but also their duly to the world revolution.

In his article about the war of resistance of our
people against the French colonialists weitien on the
occasion of the 3oth  founding anmiversary of our
Party President o Chi Minh clearly pointed out

“For the first time m astory, o weak and wmall
colony has defeated o trong colomatist power. That
5 a glonous victory of the Victnamese  people and
also a victory of the forces ol peace, democracy and
soctalism in the world,

Once more, Marxism-Lenintan b shown the way
to the working class and the people of Viet Nam (o

cosuceesslully wage o resistance war for national salva

tion to safeguard (he (raits of the revolution, 1

' Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works, Su hat Publishing
House, Thnoi, 1960, p. 771,



PART THREE

THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN NORTH VIET
NAM AND THE PEOPLE’S NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION IN SOUTH VIET NAM.
(1954 -1965)

The extremely arduous and heroic nearly-nine-year
resistance of our people under the leadership of the
Party has led our revolution to great victory. How-
ever, in 1954, the revolutionary forces were not strong
enough to liberate the whole country ; the enemy was
defeated, but he was not completely subdued. There-
fore, our country was temporarily divided into two
zones. The North was completely liberated, but the
South was still under the rule of the US imperialists.
and their flunkeys. Confronted with that situation,
our entirc people had the task of continuing the
struggle to liberate the South, with a view to fulfil--
ling the task of the national people’s democratic revo-
lution in the whole country, achieving the peaceful
reunification of Viet Nam.
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The revolution in each zonc of our country has
different strategic tasks relevant to the conditions in
the zone, but closely inter-related. The North, com-
pletely liberated, moved up to the stage of socialist
revolution and entered upon the period of transition
to socialism, becoming the firm and powerful base
arca of the revolution in the whole country. Mean-
while, our people in the South carried on the national
prople’s democratic revolution to overthrow the US
imperialists and the clique of henchmen who repre-
sent the pro-American landlords and comprador bour-
geoisie in South Viet Nam, to liberate the South,
defend the North, advancing toward the peaceful
reunification of the country. With the aggregate
strength of the socialist revolution in North Viet Nam
and the national people’s democratic revolution in the
South, our people are sure to build up a peaceful,united,
independent, democratic and prosperous Viet Nam,

COMPLETE LIBERATION OF NORTH VIET

NAM, COMPLETION OF LAND REFORM AND RES-

TORATION OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY, PRE-

PARATION FOR THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION
IN THEE NORTH

in September 1934, a conference ol the Political

Burcau of the Party Central Comunittee set forth the

8o a

line and concrete tasks for the new stage of the revolu-
tion. The Conference pointed out:

“During a definite period, the general task of our
Party is: to unite and lead the people in the struggle
for the implementation of the armistice agreement,
forestalling and overcoming all schemes to undermine
this agreement so as to consolidate peace; to strive to
complete the land reform, restore and increase pro-
duction, step up the build-up of the people’s army to
strengthen the North; to maintain and step up the
political struggle of the Southern people, with a view
to consolidating peace, achieving reunificatien, com-
pleting independence and democracy in the whole
country.”’

The fulfilment of the above-mentioned tasks is a
process of revolutionary struggle which will be long,
arduous, complex, but certainly victorious. The Party
Central Committee reminded cadres and Party mem-
bers to heighten revolutionary vigilance, train them-
selves in fighting spirit, overcome tendencies to a
peaceful, restful, hedonistic and easy-going life ; when
entering the cities to take them over, they should
guard against and oppose all attempts by the bour-
geoisie.

Although forced to withdraw from the North, the
French imperialists still tried to cause us many diffi-
culties. They violated the cease-fire order, delayed
the regrouping and transferring of troops, refused to
hand over all prisoners of war, coaxed and forced
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our Northern compatriots to emigrate to the South,
dismantled and took away or destroyed thousands of
tons of machines, equipment and public property. Our
people valiantly opposed all that. The enemy schemes
to bring about disorders and strains when we took
over the cities were frustrated. The takeover of big
cities was carried out swiftly and neatly.

On Jan. 1, 1955, our people held a big mass rally
at Ba Dinh Square to welcome President Ho Chi Minh,
the Party Central Committee and the Government
back to the capital after nearly nine years of
arduous and heroic resistance. This important histo-
rical event made a deep impression on and had great
political significance for the people of the whole
country. On May 16, 1955 we liberated the whole
area of Hai Phong. The last expeditionary soldier
of the French colonialists had left North Viet-Nam.
Half of our country was liberated. That marked our
people’s brilliant victory.

The North, completely liberated, had the necessaiy
conditions to pass into the stage of socialist revolu-
tion. At that time we met with many difficulties but
also had basic advantages. The greatest difficulty lay
in our extremely backward economy which had been
furthermore badly ravaged by fifteen years of war,
and the fact that our country was still temporarily
divided into two zomes. The advantages lay in the
fact that our Party had firmly inhand the leadership
of the revolution, that the prestige of our Party was
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enhanced, that we had a State of people’s democratic
dictatorship which began to assume the historic mission
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, that our natural
riches were abundant, our people united, patriotic
and industrious. We also enjoyed the wholehearted
assistance of the fraternal socialist countries.

Under the leadership of the Party, our people
strove to turn to account the advantages and over-
come the difficulties so as to fulfil two very great
tasks, namely the completion of land reform and the
rehabilitation of the national economy with a view to
preparing for the transition of the North to the stage
of socialist revolution.

The land reform, a fundamental strategic task of
the national people’s democratic revolution, was only
carried out to a small extent by this time. The require-
ment of the socialist revolution and of the people’s
masses was to complete it thoroughly. The Party mobil-
ized tems of thousands of cadres and expanded the
land reform campaign in a pressing manner.

By the summer of 1936, the land reform had been
completed in the lowlands and midlands and a num-
ber of villages in the highlands of our North. From
August 1959 on, in accordance with the 16th resolu-
tion of the Party Central Committee (April 1959), the
highlands regions and provinces carried on the land
reform through the ‘ campaign of agricultural co-
operation, development of production, combined with
the completion of democratic reforms”, so as to
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abolish feudal land ownership, putting into effect the
slogan “ land to the tillers”’,and ensuring the right of
the peasants in the highlands to be masters of
the countryside, strengthening the unity of various
nationalities.

The land reform and democratic reforms achieved
the following results:

— They overthrew the whole class of feudal land-
lords, a main object of the national people's demo-
cratic revolution in the North of our country.

— They abolished for good feudal land ownership,
distributed 810,000 hectares of land appropriated by
the landlords to 2,104,100 households of landless and
poor peasants, putting into effect the slogan ¢ land to
the tillers .

— They completely freed the peasants from the
feudal yoke which had lasted thousands of years in
our country, bringing the peasantry in the North to
the position of real masters in the countryside, both
politically and economically.

— They strengthened and consolidated the worker-
peasant alliance, the firm basis of the national united
front and people’s democratic power.

In the course of the land reform, we committed a
number of grave errors. The Party Central Committee
found out those mistakes in time and resolved to
redress them, thus leading the land reform to great
and fundamental success.
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At the same time with the land reform, the Party
led the peoplc in their efforts to restore the national
economy. Owing to the endeavours of our whole Party
and people and thanks to the wholehearted assistance
of the fraternal socialist countries, this task was
successfully fulfilled in the main by the end of 1957.
Total industrial and agricultural output approximated
that of 1939. The output of food crops reached over
4,000,000 tons, surpassing by far the pre-war level.
The state managed sector of the economy was consol-
idated. Privileges and favours enjoyed by imperial-
ism in the economy as well as in other respects were
done away with. All aspects of economic activities in
the country became again normal As a result, we
were able to reduce difficulties and initiate some
improvement in the people’s living conditions, paving
the way for the period of socialist transformationand
socialist construction.

During the period of economic rehabilitation, our
Party put forth correct policies with a view to consol-
idating the national united front. On September 5,
1955, the Congress of the national united front held
in Hanoi decided to found the Viet Nam Fatherland
Front and elected the Front's Central Committee with
comrade Ton Duc Thang as President. The State of
people’s democratic dictatorship assuming the historic
mission of the dictatorship of the proletariat was
strengthened. On September 2o, 1955, the fifth session
of the First National Assembly appointed comrade
Pham Van Dong Prime Minister. The resolution of the
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12th (enlarged) Plenum of the Central Committee
(March 1957) pointed out the guidelines for strengthen-
ing the defence forces and building up the army along
regular and modern lines.

In this period, our people smashed the scheme of
a handful of counter-revolutionaries who availed
themselves of the opportunity when we were redress-
ing the errors in land reform and readjustment of
organization to raise their heads and oppose the
leadership of the Party and Government.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE THREE-YEAR

PLAN FOR SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION AND

INITIAL DEVELOPMENT OF ECONOMY AND
CULTURE (1958-1960)

The success of the land reform and economic reha-
bilitation brought about major changes in North
Viet Nam'’s society. But as a whole the economy
of the North was still a heterogeneous economy, in
which the individual economy of peasants, handi-
craftsmen, small traders and small shop-owners still
accounted for quite a large part. Workers in private
enterprises were not yet freed from the exploitation
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by the bourgeois class. Hence the need of carrying
out large-scale socialist transformations to take North
Viet Nam to socialism.

The fact was that after the success of the anti-French
resistance, North Viet Nam, completely liberated, had
moved from the stage of national people’s democratic
revolution to that of socialist revolution. But, gener-
ally speaking, cadres and Party members weren't
clear about this necessary development of the revo-
lution. The enemy, furthermore, plotted to destroy
the national unity, oppose the Party’s-leadership and
hinder the advance of the socialist revolution. The
Party Central Committee put forth many important
measures to repress the counter-revolutionaries, educate
cadres, Party members and the people in socialist
ideology, helping everyone to see the difference between
the socialist path and the capitalist one, and to real-
ize that the North must necessarily develop along
the former, resolutely opposing all tendencies advocat-
ing free development of capitalism for some time
before advancing toward socialism. The Party also
struggled to overcome inappropriate understanding
of the close inter-relations of the task of the socialist
revolution in the North and that of liberating the
South, characterized by the fear that the advance of
the North toward socialism would hinder the struggle
for Viet Nam's reunification. The Party pointed out
that is was just in order to create favourable condi-
tions for the struggle to liberate the South and achieve
the reunification of the country that the North
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must advance rapidly, vigorously and steadily toward
socialism.

Under the specific conditions of our country, i. e.
when the North had just been freed from the colonial
and feudal yoke and was going to bypass the stage
of capitalist development and advance straight toward
socialism while the country was still divided into
two zones, what methods and forms should we use
and what tempo should we adopt to advance toward
socialism? Such were the very complex problems
facing our Party. The r14th Plenum of the Centra
Committee (Nov. 1958) decided that “ The immediate
central task is to step up the socialist transformation
of the sector of individual economy of the peasants
and handicraftsmen and that of the sector of priva-
tely-run capitalist economy, and at the same time to
strive to develop the sector of state-run economy
which is the leading force of the whole national eco-
nomy. "’ The main kind was the transformation and
development of agriculture.

The Party’s line in the socialist transformation of
agriculture was to lead the peasants working indivi-
dually to advance gradually from mutual aid teams
(of embryonic socialist character) to low-level farming
co-ops (of half-socialist character), then to high-level
ones (of socialist character). That was the line of
agricultural co-operation before mechanization of
agriculture, co-operation to be effected parallelly
with water conservancy and re-organization of the
labour force. Agricultural co-operation will help
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advance the process of socialist industrialization and
inversely socialist industrialization will create condi-
tions for consolidating and developing the farming
CO-0ps.

With regard to handicraftsmen, the Party advocat-
ed their organization into handicraft co-ops, sup plying
those co-ops with raw materials, tools and equipment,
helping the handicraft sector gradually to improve
techniques, increase labour productivity, better the
quality of products and contribute to the fulfilment
of the State plan.

With regard to private capitalist industry and
trade, the Party advocated peaceful transformation.
At this stage of the socialist revolution, the national
bourgeoisie still recognized the leadership of our
Party, they went on respecting the programme of the
National United Front and accept the Party's educa-
tion, that was why, economically, the State did not
confiscate their means of prodiiction but redecmed
them ; politically, the national bourgeoisie was stilf
considered a member of the Viet Nam Fatherland
Froat.

With regard to small traders, the Party advocated
educating them and helping them gradually to step
into the road of collective work, transferring most
of the small traders to productive labour.

The correct lines and policies of our Party and
Government on socialist transformation of agriculture,
handicraft, private capitalist industry and trade and
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small trades were widely welcomed by the masses.
Especially in the countryside, since 1959, the movement
of agricultural co-operation has become a high tide.
The struggle between the two paths, socialist and
capitalist, between collectivism and individualism, was,
at times and in places, quite arduous and complex. In
face of such a situation, the Party had to be really
united, single-minded and strong. In September 1957,
President Ho Chi Minh pointed out:

«During the period of socialist revolution, the Party
has to be stronger than ever. It is impossible to trans-
form a society if the Party members don’t remould
themselves and improve themselves. The socialist
revolution demands that Party members and cadres
bave firm class position and high socialist conscious-
ness, that they get rid thoroughly of the ideology of
the exploiting classes, wipe out individualism and
educate themselves in collectivism.™ '

Under the care and cducation of the Party and
President Ho Chi Minh the overwhelming majority of
cadres and Party members proved themselves worthy
Communists when entering the new revolutionary
stage. They devotedly mingled with the masses to edu-
cate and mobilize them in order to bring the Party’s
line of socialist transformation to victory. By the end
of 1960, i.e. within three years, in the North Vietnamese
countryside, the transformation of agriculture in the

' Ho Chi Minh, Selected works, Su That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 637.
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form of low-level co-ops had been basically completed.
Over 85 per cent of peasant households had joined
the co-ops with 68.06 per cent of land holdings. Of
those 85 per cent, 11. 81 per cent had joined high-
level co-ops. In the cities, 100 per cent of industrial
bourgeois households, and 98 per cent of trading
bourgeois households and gg per cent of mechanized
means of transport within the scope of transformation
had undergone socialist transformation. Tens of thous-
ands of workers had been freed from the exploitation
by the bourgeoisie. Important results had also been
achieved in the transformation of handicraft and
small trades. More than 260,000 handicraftsmen had
joined co-ops of various forms, accounting for 87.9 per
cent of those within the scope of transformation ; more
than 105,000 small traders had joined co-operative
organizations of various forms, accounting for 45.1 per
cent of those within the scope of transformation. Near-
ly 50,000 of them definitely took up productive jobs,
mainly in agriculture and handicraft production.

Together with the successes in the transformation
of relations of production, the targets of the three-
year plan in agricultural and industrial production,in
culture, education and public health were also fulfilled,
Unemployment and other social evils left over by the
old regime were basically done away with.

The decisive success of the three-year plan of social-
ist transformation and initial development of econo-
my and culture consisted in establishing the socialist
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relations of production, basically abolishing exploitation
of man by man in the North of our country and turning
the heterogeneous economy of the North into a homo-
geneous, socialist and half-socialist one.

The major changes in our society were reflected in
the 1959 Constitution. After the success of the resist-
ance against the French colonialist aggressors, the
North, completely liberated, had moved into the stage of
socialist revolution, while the South was still under the
rule of the imperialists and feudalists. The 1946 Constitu-
tion was no longer appropriate, so it had tobe altered so
as to accord with the situation and strategic task of the
new stage. Therefore, on January 23, 1957, the Nation-
al Assembly of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam passed a resolution on amending the Constitution
and elected a Commitiee for Constitutional Amendment
headed by President Ho Chi Minh. After nearly three
years of work, this Committee completed its task and
submitted to the National Assembly the draft of the
amended Constitution. On December 31 19509, the new
Constitution was adopted by the National Assembly.
This is the first socialist Constitution of our country.
It affirms our people’s will and aspiration to carry on
resolutely the building of socialism in the North and the
struggle for national reunification, with a view to build-
ing a peaceful, united, independent, democratic and
prosperous Viet Nam.
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THE THIRD NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE

PARTY, OUR PARTY'S GENERAL LINE IN THE

PERIOD OF TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM AND

THE FULFILMENT OF THE FIRST FIVE - YEAR
PLAN (1961-1965)

The Party’s Third National Congress was held in
Hanoi from September 5 to 12, 1960. After thirty
years of arduous and heroic struggle, it was the first
time our Party held a Congress iA the capital city of
our beloved fatherland. The Congress was attended
by over 500 delegates and alternate delegates re-
presenting over 500,000 Party members in the whole
country. In his opening speech, President Ho Chi
Minh pointed out: “This Congress is the Congress for
the socialist construction in the North and struggle
for the peaceful reunification of the country.” The
Congress heard the Political Report of the Party Cen-
tral Committee delivered by Comrade Le Duan. In
this report, Comrade Le Duan gave a profound ana-
lysis of the great changes in the interpational and
natjonal situations since the Party’s Second National
Congress (February 1951), drew the Dbasic lessons of
experience of the Vietnamese revolution and affirmed:
“In the present international circumstances, a people,
however weak, who have risen up in unity to
struggle resolutely under the leadership of a Marxist-
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Leninist party to win independence and democracy,
have sufficient forces to vanquish any aggressor.’”!

Together with the Resolution of the Congress, the
Political Report was the beacon illuminating the road
to socialism and the struggle of our people for the
reunification of the country. The Political Report point-
ed out that since the restoration of peace, the Viet-
namese revolution had moved into a new stage: the
North had entered upon the period of transition to
socialism, the South was carrying on the national
people’'s democratic revolution; the general task of
the Vietnamese revolation during this stage is “To
strengthen the national unity, resolutely to struggle to
sefeguard peace, to step up the socialist revolution in
the North, as well as the national people’s democratic
revolution in the South, to achieve national reunifica-
tion on the basis of independence and democracy, to
build a peaceful, united, independent, democratic and
prosperous Viet Nam, contributing effectively to the
strengthening of the socialist camp and safeguarding
peace in South-East Asia and the world.” ? The
Political Report also pointed out that the building of
socialism in the North was the most decisive task in
relation to the development of the entire revolution
in Viet Nam, to our people’s cause of reunification of
the country.

1 Documents of the Congress, published by the Central
Committee of the Viet Nam Workers’ Party, Hanoi 1960,
Vol. I, page 23.

2 Qp. cit., Vol. I, page 35.
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On the basis of the Political Report, the Congress
worked out the general line aimed at taking the
North rapidly, vigorously and steadily to socialism.

«“To achicve this aim, it is necessary to make
use of the people’s democratic power assuming the
historic mission of the dictatorship of the proletariat
to put into effect the socialist transformation of
agriculture, handicraft, small trade and private
capitalist industry and trade; to develop the state-
run sector of the economy, carry out the socialist.
industrialization by giving priority to the rational
development of heavy industry, while striving to:
develop agriculture and light industry; to step up
the socialist revolution in ideology, culture and
technology: to turn our country into a socialist
country with modern industry, modern agriculture,
advanced culture and sciences.’” '

The Congress adopted the direction and tasks of
the first five-year plan for economic and cultural
development along socialist lines, decided policies on
consolidating the Party and passed the new Rules of
the Party. Comrade Ho Chi Minh was re-elected
Chairman of the Party Central Committee and
Comrade Le Duan was elected First Secretary of
the Party Central Committee.

Since the Third National Congress of the Party,
the North of our country has moved tc a peried in
which the central task is to build the material and

1 Op. cit., Vol. I, pages 179-180.
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technical base of socialism, while continuing to
<complete the socialist transformation, to consolidate
and complete the new relations of production.

To give concrete forms to the Party Congress line
on economic development, the Party Central Commit-
tee successively held Plenums devoted especially to
agricultural development (July 1961), industrial
.development (June 1962), the State plan (April 1963),
commodity circulation, distribution and prices
(December 1964). Through those plenums, the Party
Central Committee gave a clearer analysis of the
position, relation and effects of the three revolutions:
revolution in relations of production, technological
revolution, ideological and cultural revolution, at the
same time defining the technological revolution as
the key omne.

The socialist revolution in tbe North of our country
is a process of all-round development of the three
above-mentioned revolutions. In the course of those
three revolutions, such important problems as primary
accumulation, relation between accumulation and
consumption, between economic construction and
strengthening of defence, between heavy industry
-and light industry, between centrally-run industry and
locally-run industry have been settled by our Party
in a manner which is more and more concrete, correct
and appropriate to the characteristics of our country.
From 1g61 onward, in order to fulfil the first five-year
plan, our people have overcome numerous difficulties
caused by natural calamities, enemy actions and by
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the utterly poor and backward state of our economy
to advance wilth steady steps. This was reflected in
the emulation movements  Three Tirsts”,  Dai
Phong "', “ Duyen Lai”, “ Thanh Cong™,  Bac Lyir?
and especially in the emulation to gain the title of
socialist labour team or brigade. Through those move-
ments, thousands of production and work teams and
brigades have been recognized by our Government as
socialist labour teams and brigades, thousands of

vV Phvee Itysts @ First in the number, in the regularity,
in the quality of achievements — targets of the emulation
movement in the poople’s army  and people’s militia from
199%9 to 1401,

Dar Phong s o farming co-op in Phong Thuy village, Le
huy district, Quang Binh province, the standard bearer of
the cmutation movement to improve the management of
farming co-ops, improve techniques, increase production
from 1960 onward in agriculture.

Duyen Hai: an  engineering plant in  Haiphong, the
standard bearer of the emulation movement to rationalize
production and improve techniques in induastry {rom 1961
onward.

Thanh Cong: a handicraft co-op in Thanh Hoa, the
standard bearer of the emulation movement to heighten the
spirit of self-reliance, industry and thrift in building co-ops
in the handicraft sector, from 1961 onward.

Bac Ly : a junior secondary school, in Ly Nhan district,
Nam Ha province, the standard bearer of the emulation
movemeant ¢ learn very well, teach vecy well ”’ in education,
from 1961 onward.
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farming co-ops have become advanced co-ops, thou-
sands of units of the people’s armed forces have
been recognized as ¢ determined-to-win units . The
spirit of sclf-reliance, industry and thrift in building
socialism of our people has been greatly enhanced.

However, on the way of striving to build a socialist
economy in the North of our country, there are still
many difficulties ahead. These are mnot incidental,
temporary difficulties, but the ones which have decp
origins in our economy. Therefore the Party con-
stantly reminded Party committees at various .Ievels,
local Party branches, Party and Government offices to
strive time and again to overcome shortcomings and
weak points, to improve good points, unceasingly
endeavouring to do better. In this spirit, in April
1961, the 4th Plenum of the Party Central Committee
discussed the strengthening of the leadership of the
Party, essentially the leadership in organization and
executive guidance. The Central Committee also
pointed out the extremely important position of
grassroots organizations in carrying out Party lines
and policies, and Iuunched the “movement to build
‘four good’ Party celis and basic Party organiza-
tions 7, while paying great attention to perfecting
local Party committecs. '

Early in 1963, the Political Bureau of the Party
Central Committee pointed out that economic manage-
ment was one of our weak points; therefore, it ;ut
forth z}nd led to success two great campaigns: the
campaign for improvement in co-op management and
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technical improvement in agriculture, and the campaign
for heightened responsibility, better management of
economy and finances, technical improvement, against
bureaucracy, waste and corruption — the so-called
“ three for and three against ' campaign — in industry
and trade. Through those campaigns of revolutionary
significance, we could sec clearer that the tendency
ol spontaneous capitalist development in the economy
of our North, though weak, was able to arise and
grow, especially among those who were still. working
individually, in the free market. Moreover, the enemy
never ceased to attempt at undermining our efforts.
‘Therefore, with respect to the building of socialism as
well as the socialist transformation, the straggle be-
tween the two paths in the North to settle the question
of “ who will win”" is still going on under the various
forms of the revolution in relations of production, the
technological revolution, the ideological and cultural
revolution.

In March 1964, President Ho Chi Minh convened
the Special Political Conjerence with a view to further
strengthening the unity and single-mindedness of the
entire people in face of the US imperialist’s schemes
to intensify and widen the war. The Conference heard
President f1o Chi Minh's report, unanimously approved
and wholeheartedly backed the home and foreign lines
of cur Party and Government. At the Conference
President Ho Chi Minh called on every one to ““ redou-
ble one’s efforts to make up for our Southern kith
and kin. " President Ho Chi Mink’s Report at the Special
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Political Conperence was a great document and was
widely distributed among the entire Party, the entire
people and the entire armed forces, wich inspired
every one with more confidence, more enthusiasm,
more eagerness in striving to fulfil his task, first of
all to successfully carry out the 1964 State plan and
the first five-year plan. {

It was a time when there was serious disagreement
between a number of communist and worker'’s
parties. In the world, a struggle was taking place
between Marxism-Leninism and various forms of right
and ““left”’ opportunism, especially between Marxism-
Leninism and modern revisionism, the main danger
of the international communist and workers’ move-
ment.,

In December 1963, the gth Plenum of the Party
Central Committee gave an analysis of the character-
istics of the world situation, the task of the interna-
tional communist movement and defined clearly our
Party’s responsibility to take part in the struggle for
safeguarding the purity of Marxism-Leninism, to con-
tribute to the restoration and strengthening of unity
in the socialist camp on the basis of Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism, to strengthen the
unity and combative force of our Party. The Party
severely criticized rightist views which held that the
North of our country had basically completed the
socialist transformation of the national economy, hence
there was no more class struggle, no more struggle
between the two paths, socialist and capitalist, that
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agricaltural co-operation was premature, such Views
paid little attention to the transformation of handi-
craft and small trades, to economic management and
market control. At the same time, the Party also
severely criticized dogmatic views, the lack of spirit of
in(lvp(nﬂ(lvl\cv and sovereignty, the inferiority complex
wich makes one hesitate to wash off the spirit of
dependence on foreign powers left over by thousands
of years of foreign rule.

The fact is that since its Third National Congress,
the Party has paid great attention to educatigg caFires
and Party members strongly to develop the spirit of 1'nde-
pendence and sovereignly, to apply creatively Mar}.nsm-
Leninism and the experience of fraternal countries to
the specific conditions of our country. Thanks to that,
(he North of our country, starting from a small-cale
and very backward agricultural economy, has by-pas-
sed the stage of capitalist development and advanced
straight, but with steady steps, toward socialism.

By the end of 1965, 80 per cent of farming co-ops
had been turned into higher-level ones. The first
bases of engineering, metallurgical and chemical
industries had been built and were gradually coming
into operation. New branches of industry had devel-
oped and ncw items of goods had been turned out.
Hundreds of locally-run industrial enterprises had
been established. In the North,an industrial economy
was gradually taking shape, which included jt)gth
exploiting and processing industries, comprising
various branches of heavy and light industry.
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The people’s livelihood has been improved day af-
ter day. Under the French rule, 95 per cent of our
people were illiterate. By 19635, practically every one
in the North had been able to read and write. As com-
pared with the day when peace was just restored
(in 1954 — Ed.), the number of pupils was three
and a half times as many, that of students of univer-
sities and specialized secondary schools 25 times as
many 1. National scripts were devised for some
minority peoples. Many children of highlanders had
graduated from universities. Epidemics and social
diseases were prevented; the people’s health was
improved. Better care was given to children. Litera-
ture and arts, with socialist contents and national
character, were developing vigorously. In March 1964,
President Ho Chi Minh said :

“Over the past ten years, the North of our country
has made long strides,unprecedented in the nation’s
history. The land, the socicty and the man have all
changed. " ®

In December 1965, the last year of the five-year
plan, the Party Central Committee asserted that
“ After over ten years of socialist revolution and
socialist construction, the North has become the firm

Tas of 1964.

% President IHo Chi Minh's Report to the Special
Political Conference (27 March 1964) Su That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1964, P-9.
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base area for the Vielnamese revolution in the whole

country, with ifs superior political regime, its powerful
0 e U ) |

economic and defence forces.,

THE NATIONAL PEOPLE'S DEMOCKATIC REVO-

LUTION IN SOUTH VIET NAM, THE STRUGGLE

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION Ol THID GENKEVA
AGREEMENTS

For over a quarter of weentury now, the US impe-
rialists huve been the cnemy ol our people, They have
been attempting to conguer our whole country, fo
turn our  countey into a newstype  colony and a
military base of theirs so an to prepare for an ;11.'21(‘]{
ng'.\ill:'-l‘ the socialist camp and destroy the n:ltlnmul
liberation movement in South East Asia, checking the
influence of socialism m this region. This attempt
in part of the US amperiahisty’ gluAI):nl strategy of
counter-revolution aimed at coping with the powerful
revolutionary wave that s continually storming.the
stronghold of imperinlism headed by US imperialism.
Therefore, the Us imperialists helped the French to

U Resolution of thie gath Plennm of the Party Central

Committen, Dec, 1o,
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prolong and widen the aggressive war against Viet
Nam. Thanks to the unity and valiant fight of our
army and people, to the sympathy and support of the
fraternal socialist countries and of peace- and justice-
loving people in the world, the Geneva Agreements on
Indochina were signed, peace was restored in Indochi-
na on the basis of recognition by other countries of
the independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial
integrity of Viet Nam, Cambodia and Laos.

Unable to prolong the war in view of their design
to conquer our whole country, the US imperialists
tried every means to undermine the implementation of
the Geneva Agreements, to undermine the peaceful
reunification of our country. From July 1954 onward,
on the one hand the US imperialist gradually encroach-
ed upon the position of the French then ousted
them from South Viet Nam, on the other, they sought
to restore the positions of the class of landlords and
the comprador bourgeoisie who had Dbeen defeated by
the revolution, creating a new class of pro-US land-
lords and comprador bourgeois as the social base for
their neo-colonialist aggressive policy. In the South,
they did not set up an administrative apparatus as
the French had done, but they made use of a puppet
administration with a dense network of «“ US advisers”
they used the power of the dollar, of the military
and administrative aid to interfere ever deeper in
South Viet Nam. Militarily, the US imperialists built
up, trained, equipped and commanded the puppet
army in a direct manner. Economically, South Viet
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Nam was turned gradually into a market for surplus
goods of the United States and its allies. The major
cconomic resources fell gradually under the control
of US capitalivt monopolies. Cultirally, they propagated,
the corrupted, depraved, cow-boy-like American way of
life, poisoned our youth and people with their filthy,
rotten, reactionary and decadent civilization. Ngo
Dinh Diem, a feudalist ringleader who had served as a
flunkey to the French and Japanese imperialists, was
fostered by the Americans and brought back to
Saigon fo form a ‘“nationalist’ government. The US
imperialists coated this government with a layer of
" and “independence” paint so as to
hoodwink the masses.

“republican

Obeying American order, Ngo Dinh Diem strove to
build an extremely inhuman fascist dictatorial regime
in the South of our country. As ecarly as late 1954,
they perpetrated bloody massacres in Ngan Son, Chi
Thanh, Cho Duoc, Mo Cay, Cu Chi, Binh Thanh, etc.
They launched several campaigns of ‘*denouncing
and exterminating Communists’’, suppressed the
patriotic struggles of our compatriots in the South
with the ferocity of war maniacs and class revan-
chists. In February 1938, they killed by food poison-
mg over a thousand revolutionaries at the Phu Loi
concentration camp. In 1959, they passed the r10-59
Act providing for public beheading of patriots and
massacring of our people with barbarous mediaeval
methods.
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Our people seethed with extreme anger. I'rom
July 19355 onward, there arose in the South
tumultuous and widespread movements of political
struggle for consultations and general elections to
reunify the country, against the faked ‘ referendum ",
against the election of the puppet ““ national assem-
bly ”’, demanding better living conditions and democra-
tic liberties. Those movements involved millions of
people from Quang Tri to Ca Mau, including Cao Dai,
Hoa Hao and Christian believers, and Notherners who
had been coerced to move to the South, thus giving
rise to concerted action of city people and rural
people with variegated forms of struggles. Struggles
against terrorism, against retaliation upon forrer
resistance fighters, against the demunciation and
extermination of Communists *, took place persistent-
ly and fiercely everywhere. Revolutionary heroism,
grit and undauntedness ran high in the masscs. There
were widespread cxamples of gallant self-sacrifice to
preserve revolutionary dignity by cadres, Party mem-
bers and people of all ages and all nationalities in the
highlands, delta regions and cities. In the hours of
utmost trials, the people of South Viet Nam still had
absolute confidence in the Party and President
Ho Chi Minh. With sharp and clever arguments,
they laid bare enemy's distortions and slan-
ders, determined to defend revolutionary bases,
to defend and hide cadres even at the cost of

their lives.
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In rgs59, the South Vietnamese revolution was faced
‘with extremely grave trials. Nevertheless, revolutionary
bases were preserved and grew up rapidly. The leading
organs of (he revolution still kept in close touch with
the people and persistently led the masses in - struggle
against the US agpressors and their henchmen.

The period of political struggle (1954 —1959) had
provided much training and tempering to cadres and
the masses. Through the movements of struggle for
consultations and general elections to reunify the
country, for better living conditions, and democratic
liberties, against terrorism and massacre, the cadres
and masses had learned how to mobilize and organize
the people’s masses, to set up broad fronts, to isolate
the enemy, to struggle face to face with him. Southern
revolutionary leaders and people had acquired a great
deal of valuable experience to turn the movement into
a widespread revolutionary high tide. Tt was just when
the enemy was frantically resorting to the most
savage means to suppress the revolution that the
Southern revolutionary leaders, thanks to their close
touch with the masses, were able to assess the situation
correctly, clearsightedly holding that the enemy had
suffered basic political failure, thercfore they actively
prepared for mobilizing the people in partial uprisings,
seizing power for the people.
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RESISTANCE  AGAINST US AGGRIESSION,

FOR NATIONAL SALVATION IN THE SOUTH,

MOVEMENT OF SIMULTANEOUS UPRISINGS

AND  US IMPERIALISTS’ FAILURE IN
THEIR < SPECIAL WARY”

The US imperialists’ policy of enslavement and war-
provocation, the Ngo Dinh Diem clique’s acts or ter-
rorism and national treachery had caused utter suffer-
ings and tensions in the people’s life in the South. As
1959 began, the people’s life was seriously in danger.
The people from various walks of life were seething
with anger. Workers and peasants were especially
excited and eager to struggle. They felt they could no
longer live under the US-Diem regime but should rise
up in a life and death struggle with the enemy.

Confronted with such a situation, in January 1959,
in an important conference, South Viet Nam's revo-
lutionary leaders pointed out that South Vietnamese
society was a neo-colonial and semi-feudal one. The
Ngo Dinh Diem administration was a reactionary,
cruel, war-like one which had betrayed the national
interests. It was obviously a US tool for aggression
and enslavement. The direction and task of South
Vietnamese revolution could not diverge from the
general revolutionary law of wusing revolutionary vio-
lence to oppose counter-revolulionary violence, vising wp
to seizc power for the people. [t was tune lo resort o
arnted struggle combined with political struggle to push
the movement Jovward.
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In the light of this conference, the people of South
Viet Nam passed from various forms of political
struggle and armed struggle to insurrections, beginning
with the simultancous uprising of the people of Ben
Tre province.

Just on the night of January 17, 1960, under the
leadership of Ben Tre revolutionaries, and armed with
sticks and spears, the masses rose up, all to a man,
to get rid of cruel enemy agents, to attack enemy
posts, capturing enemy weapons to kill the enemy.
They broke up large portions of the enemy’s admin-
istrative and repressive apparatus in the villages and
hamlets. The people’s armed forces were built ap and

developed. People’'s  committees for self-governing
were set up i newly liberated areas. Land belonging
to wicked landowners was confiscated and distribut-

ed to poor peasants. From then on, the tide of simul-
taneous uprising swept like rushing waters over the
provinces of Nam Bo, Tay Nguyen highlands and
several places in Central Trung Bo.

The simultaneous uprising movement was successful
because it broke out just at the moment when the
enemy had suffered basic political farlure. In extreme
anger, the masses resorted to revolutionary violence,
launching unexpected, repeated and violent attacks on
the enemy’s weakest links that were his lowest-level
administration in the countryside.

The success of the simultaneous uprising movement
created the basis for stepping up the nation-wide, all-
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round and protracted people’s war against the aggres-
sion of US imperialism, shaking the very foundation of
the US-controlled puppet regime. In this revolutionary
high tide, on December 2o, 1960, in a liberated area
of Eastern Nam Bo, representatives of various classes,.
parties, religious groups and nationalities coming from
all parts of South Viet Nam held a Congress to found
the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation. The
Congress adopted the ten-point Progranmme of Action,
the main content of which was to overthrow the
disguised colonial regime and the Ngo Dinh Diem dic-
tatorship, with a view to building an independent,
democratic, peaceful, neutral South Viet Nam, advanc-
ing to the peaceful reunification of the country.

From mid-1061 onward, frightened by the violent
and repeated struggles of the South Vietnamese armed
forces and people, the US-Diemists launched the
““ special war ' out of a passive position. It was a
kind of war in which they tried to ““ use Vietnamese to
fight against Vietnamese’’, combining the inhuman
methods of aggressive war by the imperialists who have
modern weapons and technical means with savage
repressive and terroristic measures of the pro-US feu-
dal and comprador bourgeois revanchists in South Viet
Nam. The main force of the US-puppets in the “ spe-
cial war’’ was the army of the puppet regime. With
the “special war”, the US imperialists not only
aimed at committing aggression against South Viet
Nam but also attempted to use the South of our
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country as a testing-ground to draw experience in sup-
pressing the national liberation movements, menacing
newly-independent  countries and forcing them to
accept US neo-colonialism,

To wage the “special war ™, they worked out the
Staley-Taylor plan. According to this plan, the US
took u scries of steps to increase the war potentials,
lierded the people into “ strategic hamlets’ and launch-
ed offensives to wrest back the initiative in an attempt
to complete the ¢ pacification’’ of South Viet Nam
within 18 months.

On Jamuary 17, 1962, the provisional Central Com-
mittee of the South Viet Nam National Front for
Liberation issued a statement pointing out the extre-
mely grave situation arising from the armed aggres-
sion of the US imperialists and their henchmen.
Lollowing this, on February 16, 1¢62, the South Viet
Nam National Front for Liberation held its first
Congress. The Congress asserted : “ The general task
of the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation
is to unite the whole people, to struggle resolutely
against the aggressive and war-mongering US imperial-
ists, to overthrew the Ngo Dinh Diem ruling clique,
their henchmen, to set np a democratic and national
administration of broad alliance, to achieve national
independence, democratic, freedom, better living condi-
tions, to safeguard peace and carry out a policy
of ncutrality, advancing toward peaceful reunification
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of the country, taking an active part in defending peace
in Indochina, South-East Asia and the world.” '

The Congress elected a Central Committee with
Lawyer Nguyen Huu Tho as President.

The salient point in the 1962 situation was the fact
that in face of enemy attacks, the areas we had liber-
ated or controlled did not shrink but were enlarged
instead. The correct line of the Front penetrated ever
decper into the people’s masses and was turned into
actions by millions to oppose the US aggression and
save the country. Guerilla warfare developed widely
and vigorously everywhere. The enemy’s plan of set-
ting up “ strategic hamlets” was seriously hindered.

The US-Diemists regarded their national policy of
“strategic hamlets” as the basic point of the Staley-
Taylor plan, the backbone of the “special war”. There-
fore, they mobilized all forces, resorted to every
means to mop up and terrorize the people, “trampl-
ing upon anger and hatred ”’, so as to carry out this
“«pational policy” at all costs. They estimated that
they could set up 17,000 “strategic hamlets” within
a short period of time, thus turning South Viet Nam
into a huge concentration camp, then they would be
in a position to make deep thrusts into revolutionary
bases and destroy our forces completely.

1 Statement of the First Congress of the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation, March 3, 1962 in The Iirst
Congress of the South Viet Nawm Nalional Front for Libeva-
tion, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1962, p. 19.
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But right at the beginning, the strategic hamlets ™’
plan was resolutely opposed by our people. The herd-
ing of people was not so casy as they had expected.

The tempo of the plan slowed down day after day. A
pumber of “strategic hamlets ' were undone as soon
as they were set up, others were broken up time and

again und the enemy was unable to consolidate them.
Many turned into our people's fighting villages after
being undone. ‘

The year 1963 began with the resounding victory
of Ap Bac. Here, for the first time, with one-tenth the
enemy's strength, the armed forces and people of the
South defeated a mopping-up raid by over 2,000 enemy
troops belonging to dilferent arms under cover of tens
of helicopters and M.113 armoured cars. The Ap Bac
victory highlighted the extremely high morale of our
Southern people and fighters. It proved that the
Southern armed forces and people were quite able to
defeat the United States militarily in the « special war’.

Together with armed struggles and destruction of
“strategic hamlets,” there were large-scale and violent
political struggles involving all strata of the people.
Political struggle on the South Viet Nam battlefield
constituted the basis for armed struggle, was closely
co-ordinated with and supplemented armed struggle,
and it was at the same time the form of fierce struggle
between our people and the enemy. Making use of
appropriate forms and methods of struggle, everyone,
old and young, men and women, rushed forward in a
face-to-face struggle with the enmemy. The powerful
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political armies of the masses defeated many a mop-
ping-up operation by the enemy, effectively defending
the people’s lives and property. This force smashed
large portions of the enemy administration in hamlets
and villages, isolated and wiped out the leading cruey
despots, won over tens of thousands of puppet soldiers
and officials to the people’s side.

After two years of ““special war’’, the US imperial-
ists and their henchmen were in bad trouble and suf-
fered heavy failures, militarily and politically. Their
strategy of quick “ pacification” of the South went
bankrupt. The Staley-Taylor plan met with ignomi-
pious failure in the face of the splendid heroism of
the Southern armed forces and people.

Our victories and the enemy’s defeats caused deep
dissensions, confusion and discord among the US im-
perialists and the puppet clique. In November 1963,
confronted with the powerful movement of struggle
of the South Vietnamese people the US imperialists
had to stage a coup d’état, overthrowing Diem and
killing the Diem and Nhu brothers as they did running
dogs that had become useless, putting Duong Van
Minh then Nguyen Khbanh in power instead.

Thus after over nine years of resolute, undaunted,
heroic and wisely-led struggle the people of south Viet
Nam had defeated Ngo Dinh Diem’s fascist dictatorial
administration. Taking advantage of Diem’s fall, the
masses in enemy-held rural areas rose up and des-
troyed a larger number of ““strategic hamlets™, thus
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cnlarging the liberated arcas. At the same time, the
movement also surged up in the cities ; the peace and
neutrality tendencies grew up.

In face of such a situation, in March 1964, the US
imperialists put forth anew plan, the Johnson-MacNa-
mara plan, aimed at pacifying the South within two
years (1964-1965). They set up the Viet Nam-US joint
Lommand,proclaimed the Vunyg Tau charter. Meanwhile,
they introduced 6,000 US advisers and combat troops,
thus raising the strength of US troops in South Viet
Nam to 25,000 by the end of 1964.

The US new schemes met with extremely violent
reactions by the South Vietnamese people. The anti-

US-Khanh movement spread quickly from Hué and
Saigon to ofher cities and towns in the South. On
August 2o, 1904, 200,000 people in Saigon encircled

the “ Palace of Independence ”’, demanding the resigna-
tion of Nguyen Khanh and the abolition of the Vung
Tau charter. On August 24, 1964, 30,000 people in Da
Nang demeonstrated while closing down markets and
schools. On September 20, 1964, over 100,000 workers
in Saigon and Gia Dinh went on strike and demon-
strated in protest against the US-Khanh military dicta-
torship. On October 15, 1964, the heroic electrician
Nguyen Van Troi turned the scaffold into a revolution-
ary court to indict the US aggressors and their hench-
men In November and December 1964, the people
of Hué, Saigon, Da Nang, Da Lat, etc. demonstrated
and marched to demand that the Tran Van Huong
administration be overthrown.
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As political and armed straggles grew up vigorousiy
in all three strategical regions (countryside, cities and
highlands — I£d.), in December 1964, the armed forces
and people of Scuth Viet Nam won another great
victory at Bink Gia. Here, for the first time, Libera-
tion army regulars attacked puppet army regulars in
broad daylight, on their own initiative, and fought for
six days running, wipingout two whole mobile battal-
ions and a squadron of M.1r3 armoured cars of the
cnemy, shot down and damaged 37 aircraft. If Ap Bac
was a counter-mopping-up battle, a victory of the
Southern armed forces and people over the enemy's
“heli-borne ™ tactic, then the Binh Gia victory was
one of great stvategic significance, marking the bankruptcy
of the US imperialists’ strategy of “special warfare ”
in South Viet Nam.

After the great victory of Binh Gia, the all-round
forces of the Southern army and people grew up
sharply. The Liberation armed forces went on wiping
out many regular puppet battalions in the battles
of An Lao, Deo Nhong, Pleiku, Dong Xoai, Ba Gia,
etc. In the first half of 1965 as a whole, the Southern
army and people put out of action over go,000 enemy
troops, including 3,000 US troops.

Our victories and the enemy’s defeats caused the
balance of forces to undergo deep changes in our fa-
vour. The liberated arcas were enlarged and became
the direct and firm rear base of the South Vietnamese
revolution. In those areas, the people’s revolutionary
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power was set up, a new aocial order arose, the trai-
tors’ land was confiscated and distributed to poor
peasants. The Liberation armed forces which comprise
threo kinds ol troops were growing Hh%l]'[.’llv. Mean-
while, on the enemy's side, the mainstays of "specia]
warfare ', namely the puppet army and administra-
tion, the “strategic hamlets "' network and the cities.
were shaken to the roots. The 500,000 man puppet
army, organized, equipped, trained and commanded
by the United States had been continually defeated
by the Southern armed forces and people.

Faced with the danger of complete failure of the
« special war”, the US imperialists hastily introde:ed
combat troops from the United States and its satellites
into South Viet Nam, in an attempt to save from
disintegration and collapse the puppet army and a.dz‘nin—
istration, the mainstay of their neo colonial regime.
In March 1965, the Central Committee of the South
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation asserted that
“ The present intensification and widening.; Of. the war
of aggression by the US imperialists is in itself an
ipnominious failure of theirs;it proves .that fh.en"
appressive colonialist policy in South Viet NaTn durmﬁ
the past 11 years and their so-called ** special war

have gone bankrupt. '

V Statement of the Central Commitieé of the South Viet
Nam National Front fov Liberation n*lai_-wc to the infensi-
lication and widening of the US imperialists’ war of aggres-
ciom in Sowth Viet Nam (March 22, 1965), Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1965, p. IT.
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The bankruptcy of “special warfare’’ marked a
strategic [ailure of the US imperialists in their scheme
to “use Vietnamese to fight against Vietnamese .
Defeating the < special war ', the armed forces and
people of South Viet Nam had built up very great
material and moral forces in order to advance forward
and defeat the limited war, frustrating the US impe-
rialists’ scheme to use South Viet Nam as a testing-
ground for ‘“special warfare ’, a kind of warfare that
appealed most to them in their designs of committing
aggression by means of neo-colonialism and suppres-
sing the national-liberation movements in the world.
As early as March 1964, President Ho Chi Minh pointed
out:

“ The present situation in the South is clear proof of
the unavoidable failure of the US imperialists in this
““special war "', Once the “special war" they are test-
ing in South Viet Nam has been defeated, it will be
defeated anywhere else. That is the international signi-
ficance of the patriotic struggle of our Southern
compatriots with regard to the national-liberation
movements in the world. !

Y Presi dent Ho Chi Mink’s Report o the Special Political
Conference (March 27, 1964), Su That Publishing House,
Hanoi, 1964, p. 13.
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pAaAre FOUR

THE NATION-WIDE RESISTANCE AGAINST US
AGGRESSION, FOR NATIONAL SALVATION, TO
LIBERATE THE SOUTH, DEFEND THE NORTH, AND
ADVANCING TOWARD THE PEACEFUL REUNIFICA-

TION OF THE COUNTRY (1965=196%)

THE PARTY HOLDS HIGH THE DETERMINA-
TION TO FIGHT AND DEFEAT THE AMERICAN
AGGRESSORS

[laving failed in putting neo colonialis.m ir{ practl.cT
by means of the Ngo Dinh Diem fasc1st. dlCtaf(i'rli
r(--;:inu: and ¢ special warfare"., the US 1mper}11a\1; :
recklessly embarked on a limited war in Sout .1et
Nam and started a fierce war of destruction agamsh
North Viet Nam. By the end of 1965., the strengt
of US and satellite troops introduced into the South

reached 200,000 men.
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The important plenums of the Party Central Com-
mittee during the year 1963, combining a thorough-
going revolutionary stand with methods of scientific
analysis, proceeded to a profound and all-round study
of the situation arising from the new schemes and acts
of war of the US imperialists. Through the above
plenums, the Party Central Committec held the follow-
ing views :

The US war of aggression in the South of our
country remained, in its character and purpose, a war
of aggression aimed at putting meo colonialism in prac-
tice, but instead of relying mainly on the puppet army,
it had grown into a US war, relying on lwo strategic
forces, namsly the US expeditionary force and the puppet
army. Therefore, it would be more arduous and atro-
cious. But the US imperialists were intensifying and
widening the war from a position of defeat and passiv-
ity, following a stratcgy full of contradictions and
deadlocks. Firsily, the US strategy reflecte | the sharp
contradiction between the political aim of saving the
neo-colonialist regime and the old colonialist way of
introducing an expeditionary force of aggression. The
aggressive character of the US imperialists and the
traitorous character of the puppet administration and
army were laid bave. The contradiction between the
entire Vietnamese people and the US imperialists and
their henchmen grew sharper and ficrcer in the whole
country. Secondly, by the unjust nature of the war of
aggression, the US expeditionary force fought without
motivation, was opposed by the people of Viet Nam,
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progressive Americans and the world’s people, hence
their ever sinking morale. [However modern their
equipment might e, they were in no position to cope
with the united combat strength of our armed forces
and people and to stand up to our people’s war. Third-
fy. though the US unperialists have the most power-
ful economic and military potentials in the imperialist
camp, world conjuncture and the state of affairs in
the United States would not permit it to exhaust these
potentials. It could not send to South Viet Nam unlim-
ited troop reinforcements without reckoning with
various difficulties on the Viet Nam theatre of oper-
ations, in the world as well as in the United States
iteelf,

ln the mean time, the revolutionary forces of the
Victnamese people had grown up in every field and
were in a very favourable position. In the South, the
overwhelming majority of the people were united in
the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation. The
Front had bscome the organizer and leader of ali
patriotic forces in the South. The South Viet Nam
Liberation armed forces had grown up tremendously,
were 1 high morale and were holding their ground
in almost all major strategic positions. The revolution-
ary wmoventent in the cities was developing with ever
greater vigour. The liberated areas, though not form-
ing a continuous whole yet, had encompassed the
majority of the population and were consolidated with
every passing day. The South Viet Nam People's Revo-
lutionary Party, with its widespread and solid basic
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organizations, was a heroic vanguard, tempered in
the fighting, having close touch with the masses, enjoy-
ing great confidence from the people, having correct
lines and policies and rich experience in political and
armed struggles.

In the North, the people, who daily and hourly
thought of their Southern kith and kin understood
clearly the task of standing shoulder to shoulder with
the Southern compatriots in the resistance against
US aggression, for national salvation. After over ten
years of socialist revolution and socialist construction,
with its developing economic and defence forces, the
North had become the firm base area for the Vietnam-
.ese revolution in the whole country.

The just struggle of the Vietnamese people in both
zones enjoyed ever more active and vigorous support
and sympathy from the brother socialist countries, the
nationalist countries and peace-and justice-loving
people in the world, including the American people.

Owing to the encmy's heavy defeats and our great
victories, the balance of forces between us ani the enemy
remained unchanged in the main, though the US impe-
rialists had introduced tens of thousands of US troops
into South Viet Nam. Our people had solid requisites
for maintaining the initiative on the battlefield and
were in position to frustrate all immediate and long-
term schemes of the enemy.

Proceeding from the above views, the Party Central
Committee held high the determination to mobilize
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the forces of the whole Party, the entire armed forcse
and the entire people “* resolutely to foil the war of
aggression of the Us imperialists in any circum-
stances, so as to defend the North, liberate the South,
complete the national people’s democratic revolution

i the whole country, advancing toward the peaceful
reunification of the country 7,

.S, WAR OIF DESTRUCTION IN NORTH
VIET NAM BROUGHT TO FAILURE

On August 5, 1964, the US imperialists fabricated
the provocative ‘“ Tonkin Gulf incident” then sent
out their aircraft to bomb North Viet Nam. From
February 1965 onward, they continually made use of
their Air Force and Navy in intensified and fierce
attacks against the North, with a view to stopping
the great support of the Northern people for the
struggle against US aggression of their Southern kith
and kin, destroying the socialist construction and
impairing the determination to fight US aggression
for national salvation of the Northern people, so as

1 Resolution of the 12th Plenum of the Party Central
Committee, December 1965, -
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to compel the people of both zones to end the war of
liberation in conditions favourable to them.

Confronted with such a situation, the Party pointed
out that the pressing task of the revolution in the
North was to effect a reorientation in ideas and organi-
zation, in economic construction and defence build-up.
In this reorientation, it was necessary to give the North
sufficient strength to meet the need of defending it
against the cnemy bombing, shelling and blockade,
getting rcady to cope with any widening of the war by
the enemy at any level, giving wholehearted support
to the resistance of the Southern kith and kin, mean-
while meeting the need of building the material and
technical basis of socialism in the North.

Carrying out its scheme of bombing North Viet Nam,
the US imperialists mobilized very considerable air and
naval forces with various up-to-date weapons. But
under the leadership of the Party, our people were
very calm, heroic and clever and frustrated all enemy'’s
escalation steps. Mcanwhile, the struggle of the South-
ern people recorded very great victories.

During the four years of war of destruction, the
US imperialists committed untold crimes against our
people. They concentrated their attacks on cities,
provincial capitals, towns and populous areas, killing
many of our compatriots. The six major cities of the
North : Hanoi, Haiphong, Nam Dinh, Thai Nguyen,
Viet Tri and Vinh were repeatedly bombed, 25 out of
the 30 provincial capitals of all the North were attacked
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again and again, among which 6 were bombed to atter
destruction: Dong  Hoi, Ninh Binh, Phu Ly, Bac
Giang, Yen Bai, Son La. Whole towns were razed,
such as Ha Ta (Quang Ninly and Ho Xa (Vinh Linh)
More cructly stall, they atso bombed dikes and irriga:-.
tion works, schools, medical establishments, sanato-
rimms, churchies and pagodas.

Nevertheless, the US imperialists met with ignomi-
nious failures in both zones, North and South., On
March 371, 1968, the US government was compelled to
de escalate the war, by announcing the < limited
bombing " of the North and on November 1, 1968
they had to end unconditionally the bombing and
shelling over the whole territory of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam and had to hold talks with
representatives of our Government and those of the
South Viet Nam National IFfront for Liberation at the
four-party conference in Paris.

Thus, after four years of heroic struggle, the people
of the North achieved glorious victory. According to
incomplete data, up to November 1, 1968 we had shot
down 3,243 US aircraft,? including 6 strategic bom-
bers B.52, two F.Ill As with swing-wings, the most
up-to date aircraft of the US, killed and captured
thousands of air-pirates, hit and set ablaze hundreds
of warships ol various sizes, bringing the US war of
deslruction to complete failure.

‘ V By Dec. 22, 1969, the army and people of the North
had downed 3,328 US aircraft.

125



Right at the beginning of the war of destruction
waged by the US imperialists over the North of our
country, our Party correctly assessed the enemy's
strategic designs and capabilities of action, his strong
points and weaknesses, both political and military, in
the war of destruction, and particularly it discovered
his basic weakness in this war strategy. A product of
the failure in the South Vietnamese battlefield, the
US war of destruction in the North was characterized,
from the start, by strategic passivity and failure and
this failure and passivity grew ever more obvious as
the war proceeded.

To oppose the war of destruction, our Party applied
the correct strategic line of conducting a protracted,
all round war by the whole people, relying mainly
on our own forces, while availing ourselves of inter-
national aid.

Our entire Party, our entire armed forces and our
entire people were determined to defeat the US aggres-
sors completely. This great determination was clearly
stated in President Ho Chi Minh’'s Appeal on July 17,
1966 : ““ The war may continue for five years, ten years,
twenty years or more. Hanoi, Haiphong and other
cities and enterprises may be destroyed, but the Viet-
namese people will not be intimidated ! Nothing is more
precious than independence and freedom. Once victory
is won, our people will rebuild our country and endow
it with bigger and more beautiful constructions!”!

1 Ho Chi Minh, On the Task of Fighting US Aggression
and Saving the Counivy, Su that Puablishing House Hanoi
1967, p. 118,
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Under the leadership of the Party, the people of the:
North have brought into full play the absolute supe-

riority of the vociahist regime, proceeding to rational
arvangement and use of all forces, combining those
forces closely so as to achieve the best effects in per-
(oronung the task.

Together with the people’'s war in the South to
oppose the US limited war, the people’s war in the
North to oppose the war of destruction is a new, rich
and original development of the theory and practice of
people’s war of our nation. It is a very important basis.
for our people to win still greater victories, to frustrate:
any schemes and forms of aggression devised by the:
US tmperialists,

With the failure of the US war of destruction, we:
have smashed part of the cruel war of aggression of
the US imperialists in Viet Nam, dealing a heavy blow
at their aggressive intention.

In his Appeal of November 3, 1968, President Ho
Chi Minh pointed out: - That is a victory of our
Party’s correct revolutionary line, a victory of ardent
palriotism and of the strength of a united nation de-
termined to fight and to win, a victory of the fine
socialist regime. These are the common victories of
our army and people in both zones, South and North..
That is also a victory of the people of brotherly coun-
iries and our friends in all the five continents.” .

I P'resident Ho Chi Minh’s Appeal ”’, November 3, 1968,
N Dan daily, the same day.
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Reality has proved that the Us war of destruction
could not stop the great support of the people of the
North to their Southern kith and kin, could not shake
the determination of our whole people to fight US
aggression, for national salvation, and could not hinder
the socialist construction in the North. On the contrary,
in many respects, our socialist regime has been streng-
thened. The socialist economy has been maintained in
the main and some branches have developed further.
In the flames of war the co-operativized agriculture still
proved the strength and superiority of the collective
way. By 1967, the number of peasant households in
farming co-ops had accounted for 3.7 per cent of the
total of working peasant households : in the whole
North, there were 18,098 high-level farming co-ops,
accounting for 88.8% per cent of peasant households
in the co-operative sector; 4,655 farming co-ops had
been equipped with small machines including 6,350
power generators and 9,362 work machines !; 2,551
co-ops had reached an average yield of five tons of
paddy or more to the hectare. Industrial production
was maintained in the main, with decreases in some
respects and increases in others; locally-run industry
developed strongly. The percentage of industry in the
national economy which was only 17.2 per cent in 1955,
grew up to 49.5 per cent in 1967. Regional economies

1 By work machines, we mean mechanical pumps, thresh-
ing-machines, husking - machines, grinding and chopping
machines, etc.
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began to take shape within major strategic areas. The
most essenfial needs were ensured for production and
the fighting ; meanwhile, the people’s life in war time
was  basically stabilized. Works in  the cultural,
educational and public health fields were not hindered
but  developed vigorously even in war time and
achieved fairly good results.

Coinmunications and transports, one of the main tar-
sets of US bombings in the North were considered a
stralegic task and were given special attention by the
Party Central Committee, the related branches and
local Party committees. Thanks to this, onall com-
municalion lines in our country, the flow of transports

never stopped, goods were carried to  destination,
freight volumes grew up daily and the communication
lines of various types were further widened.

The resounding victory of our people in the fight
against the US war of destruction was also the result
of a correct line in national defence. Our Party put
forth the slogan “the entive people take part in the fight-
ing amd in national defence”’ and advocated the rapid
development of the people’s armed forces. Together
with the build up of modern regular divisions, many
new armes and services were created. Great attention
was paid to improving the equipment and combat
capability of regional troops and militia The armed
forces in the North were properly arrayed so as to
cope with US ground forces in the event they were
reckle sly dispatched to the North.
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Party members displayed their boundless loyulty,
heroism and intelligence, keeping in close touch with
the masses to lead them in every field of production
and fighting. This is the result of correct policies in
building up a firm and strong Party in politics, idco-
logy and organization, enabling it to fulfil the great
historic mission of leading the whole people in the
fight 1o defeat the US aggressors and to build socialism
successfully.

The Party has paid great attention to the raising of
cadres and Party members’ ideological and theoretical
standard, the training and promotion of young cadres
and women cadres, the training of tens of thousands of
scientific and technical workers and economic mana-
gers, perfecting local Party committees and basic
Party organizations, improving leadership and working
style, opposing bureaucracy and arbitrariness, re-
minding cadres and Party members to keep in closer
touch with the masses. The Party also started educa-
tion campaigns to ‘“heighten revolutionary quality
and morality, wipe out individualism ”, enhancing the
sense of independence, sovereignty and self-reliance,
raising the sense of responsibility, opposing all influ-
ence of revisionism and dogmatism, defending the
purity of Marxism-Leninism, safeguarding the unity
and oneness of mind within the Party. However, the
Party Central Committee held that those achieve-
ments obviously were not sufficient to meet the need
of carrying out the Party’s strategic determination in
the present period. Our victory was limited by many
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weaknesses and shortcomings. There existed such
negative aspects as taking advantage of the war con-
ditions to encroach upon and wecaken the collective
cconomy, embezzlement, profiteering. A number of
cadres and Party members still had bureaucratic and
arbitrary manners, violating the people’s democratic
rights, violating even socialist legality to some extent.
Cadres had not taken real interest in the livelihood
of the masses. A number of working people did not
observe labour discipline. Therefore, since 1968, the
Party has paid more attention to strengthening its
lcadership in the economic front, opposed the loose-
ning of management, educated and raised the sense of
collective mastership of the people.

The revolutionary line and methods of our Party,
impregnated with the sense of independence, sover-
eignty and creativeness, reflect our people’s qualities
of staunchness, dauntlessness, courage and intelligence ;
they reflect the position of Vietnamese men and
women who are now masters of their own destiny.
In response to the appeal of the Party, the Govern-
ment and President Ho Chi Minh, our people in the
North have started a surging movement to fight US
aggression and save the country, producing and fighting
at the same time, surging ahead with extremely vigo-
rous élan, doing things that cannot be done in ordi-
nary circumstances. Under the leadership of the Party
our people werc determined to fight and defeat
the US aggressors and they grew up rapidly
during the fight. The people’s armed forces pushed
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forward the emulation movement ¢ determined to
defeat the US aggressors’’, holding high the slogan
“aim straight at the ecnemy”. The workers held firin
both the hammer and the rifle, worked industriously
and creatively, fought valiantly and cleverly, defend-
ing the factories and developing production. The
emulation movement to work over-time to fight US
aggression and save the country, to bring forth tech-
nical innovations and improvements, to improve la-
bour organization, to improve management, to strive
resolutely to rcach “three peaks”, (high productivity,
good quality, substantial economy) swept over all
enterprises, construction sites and state farms. Mem-
bers of farming co-ops held firm both the plough and
the rifle, worked industriously and courageously, reso-
lutely fought against natural calamities and enemy
destruction, emulated one another to achieve thres
targets in agricultural production: harvesting five
tons of paddy over a hectare under crop, rearing two
pigs averagely for cvery tilled lLectare and a working
peasant for every cultivated hectare. The intellectuals
emulated one another to carry out “ three determina-
tions”’ : determination to serve production and the
fighting well ; determination to push forward the
technological revolution, the ideological and cultural
revolution ; determination to build up an army of
socialist intcllectuals. Amonyg the youth, the ¢ three
ready ! movement became a broad revolutionary

I Ready to ught; ready to join the army; ready to go
anywhere ~ud do any work as needed by the Fatherlund.
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movement of the young generation. Among the
women, the ‘three responsibilities” movement!
brought lorth the revolutionary zeal and spirit of
boundless  sacrifice  of  Vietnamese women who
overcome all difficulties in production and fighting.
Bosides, such other emulation movements as the ‘“two
pood " ¥ among teachers and schoolgoers, the ‘“ three
improvements”’ ¢ among cadres and employees, the
“two excellent’” 4 in some regions and the ‘thou-
sand good deeds’’ among pioncers and children
mingied with the above-mentioned movements to
make up a surging, widespread emulation high tide,
uaprecedented in our country.

The cmulation movement to fight US aggression
and save the couatry is of very profound significance.
Here, our people’s patriotism and proletarian inter-
nationalism reach their height, for, just as President Ho
Chi Minh said, “our people fight and make sacrifices
not only for the cause of their own frecdom and inde-
pendence, but also for the cominon freedom and inde-
pendence of all nations and for peace in the world. " ?

' Kesponsibility in production and work: responsibility
in Tamily  alfairs; responsibility in serving the fighting
and in Jirhting.

2 Goud study and goud teaching.

% Improvement in work, in organization and in working
stvle,

+ Eucelleat in fighting, oxcellent in production.

¢ o Chi Minh, On the Task of Fighting US Aggression
end Saving the Country, Su That Publishing House, 1967,

r

p. 07
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That is why progressive mankind not only watches
our people’s struggle with admiration and wholeheart-
ed support, but also recognizes that ‘ the struggle
of the Vietnamese people is the vanguard banner,
the centre and the apex of the revolutionary strug-
gle of the labouring people and oppressed peoples
in the world against US imperialism. "’

The fight against US aggression for national
salvation has proved the great vitality of the fine
socialist rtegime and of the people’s democratic
dictatorship in the North of our country.

NEW STAGE IN THE RESISTANCE OF THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE

The landing of more and more US expcditionary

troops in our country caused the conlvadiction between the

Vietnamese nation and US imperialism to become most
acule in the whole country and set out the task of
lighting US aggression and saving the country as the
sacred task of our entive people from North to South.
Our people have fought under the slogan ““All for
Victory over the US aggressors.”

' Resolution on Viet Nam by the World Cultural

Congress in Havana, January 14, 1963, Nian Dan daily,
Jan. 22, 1963,
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In March 1963, the South Viet Nam National I'ront
for Liberation issued a statement pointing out that
«“The people of South Viet Nam and their armed
forces will never lose hold of their arms when the
fundamental goals of the South Vietnamese people,
namely independence, democracy, peace and neutral-
ity, have not been achieved. The South Vietnamese
people are resolutely going on to deal thunder blows
on the US aggressors and their henchmen and are
sure to win final victory.”’!

In his address at the second session of the Third
National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, on April 10, 1965, President Ho Chi Minh
affirmed :

Even if the United-States introduces hundreds of
thousands of US troops and tries to involve more
troops from its satellites in this criminal war, our
army and people are determined to defeat them.

“ The statement of the South Viet Nam National
Front Jor Liberation has highlighted this heroic spirit.
The appeal of the Viet Nam Fatherland I'ront has
indicated this iron-like determination...

“Once again, the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam solemnly states its consistent
position as follows:

V' Main Docuwmmenis of the South Viet Nawm National
liont for Liberation (Irom Nov. 1964 to Dec. 19653), Su
I'fiat Publishing House, Hanoi, 1966, p. 12.
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““ Resolutely to defend the independence, sover-
eignty, unity and territorial integrity of Viet Nam.
Viet Nam is one, the Vietnamese people are one,
no one can encroach upon this sacred right of our
people... !

In response to President Ho Chi Minh’s Appeal and
under the leadership of the National Front for Liber-
ation, the heroic South Vietnamese people maintain-
ed the initiative and attacked continually, not only
wiping out puppet troops in big Dbattles but also
defcating US troops themselves in big battles too.

The US imperialists believed that they were defeut-
ed in the “special war” because of the poor quality
of puppet troops, thercfore their advantages in arma-
ments could not be brought into play. Now that the
US expeditionary force was dircctly engaged against
the Vietnamese people, US modern weapons were used
by US troops themselves for shooting at and massa-
cring Vietnamese, nothing would be able to resist
them. Such a situation posed to the Vietnamese people
a vital problem: our people must necessarily defeat
the US expeditionary force. With the determination
which President Ho Chi Minh had instilled into our
people since the resistance against French aggression
— ‘“we would rather sacrifice everything than lose our
country, than be slaves ”’ — the Southern armed forces

' Ho Chi Minh, On ke Task of Fighting US Aggression
and Saving the Country, Suw Thal Publishing Hoeuse, Hanoi,
1967, pp. 55 and 57.
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and people brilliantly overcame the first trial in an
engagement with US troops at Van Tuong (Quang
Ngai) in August 1965, Here, a unit of Liberation troops
together with local guerillas valiantly foiled the first
large-scale mopping-up operation by 8,000 US troops
having air and naval cover. In the same way as the
Ap Bac battle in January 1963 started the surging
movement to wipe out puppet troops organized, train-
ed, cquipped and commanded by Americans, the Van
Tuong battle started ‘a surging movement to wipe vué
the US aggressors. The Van Tuong victory proved that
the Southern armed forces and people were fally
able to defeat the US aggressors militarily in the [imited
war, though they had to fight both US aggressors and
puppet troops directly.

The possibility of defeating the US aggressors mi-
litarily in the limited war became a reality right
during the 1965 winter - 1966 spring with the glorious
victory of the Southern armed forces and peopie,
smashing the first dry season counter- offensive! of
200,600 US and satellitc troops and half a million
puppet troops. The secund strategic dry season coun-
ter-offensive in the winter of 1966 and spring of 1967
with over 400,000 US troops and over half a million
puppet troops was defeated again by the armed forces
and people of the South. The result: through the
two dry seasons 290,000 enemy troops, including

! In Soath Viet Nam, the dry secason lasts seven months,
beginning in October and ending in April the next year.



128,000 US and satellite troops were put out of action.
The victory of the Liberation armed forces and people
of the South in the two above-mentioned strategic
dry season couanter-offensives smashed the enemy’s
twho—pronged strategy of “scarch and destroy’ and
« pacification ’, deteriorated the enemy’s morale and
sharpened the contradictions within his ranks.

Political struggle was maintained and developed in
an ever {iercer manner in conditions of direct engage-
ment with the US expeditionary force. 1t was marked by
the drive of struggles in carly 1966 in nearily all cities
of South Viet Nam, particularly in Hué and Da Nang,
with slogans demanding the overthrow of the US-con-
trolled puppet government and the withdrawal of US
troops.

On the basis of those victories, the Extraordinary
Congress of the South Viet Nam National Front. .for
Liberation held in August 1967 adopted the Political
Programie with a view to further broadening the
national united front against US aggression, for na-
tional salvation, leading the revolutionary cause of
the Southern people to complete victory. After the
Congress, the Central Committee of the South Viet
Nam National Front for Liberation decided on an
extremely important strategic direction: that of
opening a new front in ‘the cities through generali;e@
attacks by the armed forces combined with a mobili-
zation of the masses in all cities to rise up and seize
poOwer.

138

Carrying out this decision, on January 30, 1968, the
armed forces and people in the South simultaneously
ros¢ up in 04 cities, towns and in many rural areas
adjacent to the cities. Revolutionary administrations
were established in Hué and in many newly liberated
rural areas. The Alliance of National, Democratic and
Peace Forces in Saigon and Hué was formed. The
national united front against US aggression, for na-
tional salvation was broadened.

The 1968 Spring general offensives and uprisings
were a thunder blow dealt at the US aggressors and
the puppets ; they not only wiped out considerable
enemy vital forces, destroyed a gigantic amount of his
war matériel, but also upset his strategic position,
forced him to give up the “search and destroy” and
“pacification” plan suddenly, and turn to the passive
strategy of ““clear and hold”’. With over a million US—
puppet troops, the leaders of the White House and the
Pentagon still complained of shortage of troops; the
rural areas were left uncontrolled ; the ““pacification”
plan went bankrupt. The enemy had to fall back to
defensive positions in the cities, where even surrounded
by maultiple defence lines he lived in constant fear of
surprise attacks by the Liberation army.

On the contrary, on the side of the Southern army
and people, never before had the war conjuncture been
so favourable, the strategic position so firm as after
the general offensives and uprisings in Spring 1968.
South Viet Nam's vevolution not only had firm posi-
tions in the highlands and countryside but also had a
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new front in the cities. The Southern army and peo-
ple have thrust the revolutionary war into the very
lair of the US aggressors and the puppets. The enemy’s
headquarters and key positions were dealt telling
blows and were paralyzed and disrupted.

General offensives and uprisings constitute a pro-
cess. Waves of offensives and uprisings broke out
continually. Attacks by waves arc combined with
regular attacks. As the fighting goes on, our people
grow ever more powerful, our forces ever sironger. in
1968 as a whole, the Southern army and people put
out of action 630,000 enemy troops, including 230,000
US and satellite troops. Iu the first six months of
1069, they wiped out and captured 330,000 enemy
troops, including 143,000 US and satellite troops.
Stnce January 196g, the US imperialists have been
compelled to hold official talks with the delegation of
the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation at
the four-party Conference in Paris. Since then, the
Southern people have opened a new front, the diploma-
tic front. On all three fronts — military, political and
diplomatic -— the Southern people make continu.ous
attacks on the enemy and have scored great victories ;
the liberated areas have been cnlarged, in some
places reaching the cities’ outskirts. People’s adminis-
trations were cstablished, not only at viliage and
district levels but also at provincial and city levels.

Ou June 6, 1969, the South Viet Nam National Front
jor Liberation, the Viet Nam Alliance of National,
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Democratic and Peace Forces in the South together
with other patriotic forces held a Congress of
Representalives of the people of South Viet Nam and
unanimously elected the Provisional Revolutionary
(rovernment of the Republic of South Viet Nam and
the Advisory Council to the Governsment. The formation
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government was a
victory ofdecisive character in the process of perfec-
ting the system of revolutionary administration in
South Viet Nam, a really national and democratic
administration. The establishment of the revolution-
ary administration shook the very foundation of the
US-controlled puppet administration.

Under the leadership of the South Viet Nam Nation-
al Front for Liberation and under the revolutionary
administration of the Southern people, democratic
reforms have been effected in the liberated areas,
cspecially with the implementation of the agrarian
policy. The slogan “Land to the tillers’” has become
a reality. The great majority of South Vietnamecse
peasants have been given land to work on. Agricul-
ture and handicraft develop. Important achievements
have been recorded in the fields of culture, education
and public health. The democratic reforms initially
carried out in the liberated areas have brought out
the sharp contradictions between the two regimes in
fierce opposition in the South of our country: the
people’s democratic regime and the neo-colonial regime.
The revolution of the Southern people originates from
the forces of a regime full of vitality and growing
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vigorously, and is opposed to declining, corrupted
forces, originating from a decadent regime, the
offspring of US neocolonialism.

The process of historic development of the South
Viet Nam revolution since the general offensives and
uprisings (January 1968) foretells the inevitable ulti-
mate failure of the US imperialists and their hench-
men, exactly as President Ho Chi Minh affirmed in his
message to the Southern compatriots on February
4, 1968

«The Spring victory of the Southern army and
people has brought about a new very favourable
situation in the resistance against US aggression, for
national salvation of our entire people. Nothing can
save the US aggressors and their flunkeys from total
collapse!”

The enemy is, however, very stubborn. That is why
we must persevere in our resistance till complete
victory. In his Appeal of July 20, 1969, President Ho
Chi Minh said :

«[t is clear that the US imperialists are meeting
with failure, but they have not given up their inten-
tion to cling on to our South. The army and peopie
of our whole country, millions as one man, holding
high revolutionary heroism, fearing no sacrifices nor
hardships, are determined to persevere in and push
forward the resistance, determined to fight and to
win, and will fight so that the US troops be totally
withdrawn, so that the puppet army and administration
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completely collapse, to liberate the South, defend
the North, advancing toward the peaceful reunifica-
tion of the country,”!

At present, the people in both zones of Viet Nam
are launching continuous attacks on the enemy on all
three fronts, military, political and diplomatic.

The four-point stand? of the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and the Ten-Point
Over-all Solution 3 of the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation and the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government of the Republic of South Viet
Nam, with their shining justness, have cornered the
US imperialists and their henchmen into a very

1 «President Ho Chi Minh’s Appeal’” on the occasion
of July 20, 1969, in the Nhan Dan, july 20, 1909.

* The four points of the Government of the Domocratic
Republic of Viet Nam can be summarized as follows :

1 — Recogunition of thc basic national rights ol the Vietnam-
es¢ people: poace, independence, sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity.

2 — Pending the peaceful reunilication of Viet Nam, the
11_11.11tary provisions ol the 1954 Geneva Agrcements on Viet
Nam must be strictly respected.

3 — The internal affairs of South Viet Nam must be settled
by the people of South Viet Nam themselves,

4 — The peaceful rcunification of Viet Nam is to be settled
by the Vietnamese pecople in both zones,

4 The ten points of the South Viet Nam Natiomal Front
for Liberation and the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment of the Republic of South Viet Nam can be summarized
as follows : :

t — Respect for the basic national rights ol the Vietnamese
Pooplc: independence, sovereignty, uunity and territorial
integrity. -
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awkward and passive position. Under the clearsighted
leadership of the South Viet Nam National Front
for Liberation and the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Viet Nam, the

» — The US Government must withdraw all troops, military
personnel, weapons and war matcrial of the United States
and its satellites from South Viet Nam without any condi-
tions whatsoever.

3 — The right of the Vietnamese pueople to fight in defence
of their Fatherland is a sacred and inviolable right of self-
defence. The question of Vielnamese armed forces in South
Vit Nam is to be settled by the Vietnamese partics.

¢ — The people of South Viet Nam sottle themselves their
own internal aliairs, without forcign interference.
5 - During the interval between the restoration of peace

and the general clections, neither side shall force the South
Vietnamese people to accept its political regime.

6 — South Viet Nam shall carry out a foreign policy of
peacs and neutrality.

7 — The reunification of Viet Nam will be achieved step by
step by peaceful means, on the basis ol discussions and
agresments between both zones, without foreign interference.
4 — Both zones, North and Sonth Viet Nam, shall pledge
themselves not to enter into military alliance with foreign
powers, not to allow any foreign country to have military
bases, Lroops and military personnel on their soil, not to
aceept the protection of any country, any military alliance
ov bloc.

g — To scttle the consequences of the war:

a) The various sides shall negotiate the release of military
men captured during the war.

b) The US government must bear full responsibility for

the damage and ravages caused by the United States to the
Vietnamese people in both zones.
(0 — The various sides shall agree on an intermational
supervision of the withdrawal of the troops, military
porsonnel, weapons and war material of the United States
and other forcign countrics on the US side from South Viet
Nami.
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heroic South Vietnamese people are repeatedly frus-
trating the desperate efforts of the US imperialists
in their attempt to ¢ Vietnamize” the war.

Our people’s confidence in the final victory of the
resistance against US aggression, for national salvation,
in the inevitable success of the national people’s
democratic revolution in the South and in the peace-
ful reunification of the country is based on real scien-
tific foundations. They are the factors that decide
the success in the fight against US aggression for na-
tional salvation of our eatire people: First, our people
enjoy the clearsighted and correct leadership of the Viet
Nam Workers' Party and the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation. This leadership is the creative
application of Marxism-Leninism to the concrete con-
ditions of revolutionary struggle and people’s war in
our country. Secondly, under the leadership of the
Party and respected and beloved President Ho Chi
Minh, the unity of the entire Vietnamese people in
the fight against US aggression, for national salvation,
based on the worker-peasant alliance, is being firmly con-
solidated, the tradition of nationalunity and undaunt-

_ed struggle of our people is being vigorously enhanced.

Thirdly, under the leadership of our Party and the
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation, people’s
war in Viet Nam has become invincible, is continually
overcoming the US imperialists’ unjust war which 1s
based on a corrupted bourgeois military outlook. In
the process of revolutionary war, the 7 tetnamese people’s
armed forces are becoming a powerful revolutionary
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army, which fights well, is battle-tested, with a tradi-
tion of combat and victory. Fourthly, we enjoy the
sympathy, support and assistance of the fraternal so-
cialist countries and the sympathy and support of the
world’s people, including the American progressives.
Of all the above-mentioned factors, the leadeship of our
Party—President’ Ho Chi Minh’s Party —armed with the
Marxist-Leninist doctrine, is the most decisive factor.

Drawingthe lessons of experience of the Vietnamese
people in the two long wars of resistence, against the
French colonialists formerly and against the US impe-
rialists now, President Ho Chi Minh has pointed out :

“ From their own experience, the Vietnamese people
are firmly confident that in the conditions favour-
able for the revolutionary movement in our present
time, any people, however small, who are closely uni-
ted and determined to fight along correct political and
military lines, and who enjoy the active su)port and
assistance of the socialist camp and the revolutionary
people in the world, are certainly able to defeat any
imperialist aggressors, including the leading imperialist,
US imperialism. "’ !

5

At a time when our entire people from South to
North are pushing forward the resistance against US
aggression, for national salvation nearer to victory,

1 Ho Chi Minh, The Great October Revolution Opened  the
Rload of Liberation to All Peoples, Su That Publishing House,
Hanoi 1967, pp. 17-18.

146

President Ho Chi Minh, the boundlessly respected and
beloved leader of our working class and people, of
the whole Vietnamese nation, an ouatstanding fighter
of the international communist movement and the
national liberation movement, passed away. On
September 3, 1969, President Ho Chi Minh departed
from us. The whole Party, the entire armed forces and
the entire people in both zones, South and North, felt
boundless grief and regret. The whole progressive
mankind shared our people’s utmost sorrow. Our
Party, National Assembly and Government have
reccived over 23,000 messages and letters of condo-
lence from 121 countries. Forty foreign delegations
came to Hanoi to attend the funcral of our leader. In
many countries mourning and memorial ceremonies
were held in honour of President Ho Chi Minh.

President Ho Chi Minh’s demise was a great loss to
our entire Party and people. But he has left us an
extremely precious heritage. That is his great cause
and his brilliant example.

Parting from us, President Ho Chi Minh left a
historic 7Zestament to our entire Party and people.
First of all, he advised us to strengthen the unity
and oneness of mind within the Party : ‘* All comrades,
from the Central Committee down to every cell, must
preserve the unity and oneness of mind in the Party
as the apple of their eye... Our Party should preserve
its entire purity, it should remain worthy of its role
as the leader and a very loyal servant of the people.”
He reminded our Party to train the Youth League
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members and young people into continuators of the
building of socialism, both “red”” and ¢ expert”, to
pay the greatest attention to ““educating the revolu-
tionary generation to come’’, to take interest jn the
livelihood of the labouring people, to work out “a
good plan for economic and cultural development,
with a view to ceaselessly raising the living standard
of the people”. On the resistance against US aggres-
sion, for national salvation, he entreated us: no matter
what difficulties and hardships may lie ahead, our
people must perseverc in the fight till complete
victory.

About the world communist movement, he wished
that ‘“ our Party will do its best to contribute effecti-
vely to the restoration of unity among the fraternal
parties on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and prole-
tarian intemationalism, in a way which conforms to
both reason and sentiment. *’

President Ho Chi Minh’s Testament is a great histo-
rical document, reflecting his thorough-going revolu-
tionary spirit, his pure thinking, virtues and senti-
ments ; it is a beacon illuminating the road of unity
and struggie of our entire Party and people advancing
toward the fulfilment of heaviest and most glorious
tasks: completion of naiional lberalion, achieving of
people’s democracy, building of socialism and commul
RIS 131 OUY cOUnlyy.

After Uncle Ho’s death, the Political Bureau of the
Central Committec started a vigorous and widespread
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political campaign in the whole Party, the entire
armed forces and the entire people with a view to
“turning grief into revolutionary deeds” 1, in a
determination to carvy out President Ho Chi Minh's
Testament by abiding by the oaths made by Comrade
Le Duan, First Secretary of the Party Central Commit-
tee, on behalf of our whole Party, our entire armed for-
ces and our entire people, at the solemn ceremony in
memory of President Ho Chi Minh at Ba Dinh Square
on September g, 1969 : ;

“ We will for ever carry aloft the banner of national
independence, resolved to fight and to defeat the US
aggressors, to liberate the South, defend the North,
and reunify the country in fulfilment of his wish.”

“We will go on devoting all our strength to realize
the lofty ideal of socialism and communism that he
has set for our working class and people so as to
achieve prosperity for our land and happiness to our
countrymen. ' g

“ We will preserve with heart and mind the unity of
the Party as we would the apple of our eye, increase
the fighting strength of the Party, the nucleus of
national unity and ensure total victory for the revo-
lutionary cause of the Vietnamese working class and
nation. ”’

' The Party Central Committee’s Appeal, September
3, 1969.
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“We will constantly enhance the pure internation-
alist sentiments shown by President Ho Chi Minh, do
our utmost to contribute to the restoration and devel-
opment of solidarity and unity in the socialist camp
and among the fraternal parties on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism ;
to strengthen solidarity and friendship among the
Indochinese peoples: to extend wholehearted support
to the revolutionary movement of other peoples; to
make an active contribution to the struggle of the
world’s peoples for peace, national independence,
democracy and socialism. ™'

“We will all our life learn from his virtues and
style of work, foster revolutionary virtues, fearlessly
face hardships and sacrifices, temper ourselves into
fighters loyal to the Party and the people, worthy of
being his comrades, his disciples. Following his exam-
ple, our entire people and youth pledge to do their
best to steel themselves into new men, masters of
their country, masters of the new society, and
to carry his ever victorious banner to the final
goal.”

On September 23, 1969, in its fifth session,
the Third National Assembly held a solemn
ceremony in memory of President Ho Chi Minh
and unamimously elected comrade Ton Duc Thang
President and comrade Nguyen Luong Bang
Vice - President of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam.

150

Developing the historic tradition of forty years of
struggle of the Party, learning from the thoughtf
virtues and style of work of President Ho Chi
Minh, our whole Party, our entire armed forces
and our cntire people will do our best in the
patriotic emalation movement, improve our str(?ng
points, overcome  our weaknesses, and l?rmg
the resistance against US aggression for national
salvation and the socialist revolution to complete

Success.



CONCLUSION

On February 3, 1970, our Party is exactly forty
years old. Tremendous changes have taken place in
the world and in our country over the past forty
years. Our Party and people have also grown up tre-
mendously. Forty years ago, our people were suffering
under the colonial and feudal yoke of slavery, leading
a life of humility and obscurity. President Ho Chi
Minh said :

“With the French' invasion, our country became a
colenial country, our people slaves withouta national-
ity, our fatherland was trampled under the iron heel
of the cruel enemy. During the decades when the
Party had not been founded, the situation was gloomy
and seemed quite hopeless.”!

Our Party, headed by respected and beloved com-
rade Ho Chi Minh, has pointed out to our working
class and people a bright and glorious way out, and
has become the firm leader of the extremely arduous.

' Ho Chi Minh, Opening Address at the Ceremony Mar--
king the Party’s 3oth Anniversary, Selected Works, Su That
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 764.
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and extremely heroic revolutionary fight of our people
and the sole organizer of all successes of the revolu-
tion in our country. This is due to the following essen-
tial things which our Party has achieved:

1. The Party has constantly stood firm on the posi-
tion of the working class, thoroughly devoted itself
to the class and national interests and creatively ap-
plied Marxism-Leninism to the specific conditions of ouwr
country to work out correct lines and policies so as to
lead the Vietnamese revolution from victory to victory.
‘Our Party has ceaselessly opposed reformist tendencies
of the bourgeoisie and adventuristic tendencies of the
petty bourgeoisie in the national movement, “leftist”
‘phrase-mongering by the Trotskyites in the workers’
‘movement, and rightist and “leftist” tendencies with-
in the Party through various periods. The Party’s
lines and policies embody the basic interests of the
broad masses, hence they are actively supported by
the masses. Thanks to that, our Party has won and
maintained the leadership of the revolution in the
whole country and has smashed all attempts by the
national bourgeoisie to dispute this leadership by
-our Party.

2. Marxism-Leninism has helped our Party clearly
to realize that in such an agricultural country as
ours, the peasants are not only a large revolutionary
force in the national peoplc’s democratic revolution
but also a large force in the socialist revolution.
Peasants and workers form the main force of the
revolution. Therefore, through the various periods of
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revolutionary struggle, our Party has,in general,grasped
and handled the peasant question correctly, constantly
strengthening the worker-peasant alliance. Our Party’s
practical work has proved that ““only the worker-
peasant alliance led by the working class can resolu.
tely and thoroughly overthrow the counter- revolu-
tionary forces, seize and consolidate power for the
labouring people, fulfil the historic task of the national
democratic revolution and advance to socialism.”!

3. In each of the revolutionary stages, our Party
has been able to rally all patriotic and progressive
forces into a broad national united front based on a firm
worker-peasant alliance, under the Party s leadership,
achieving united action by those forces to oppose
the common eremy, the imperialists and their hench-
men, carrying out the programme of the front. In
the process of building and strengthening the national
united front, our Party has carried on a constant strug-
gle on two fronts: against the tendency to isolation-
ism and sectarianism, not trying to win over all forces
that can be won over, at the same time against the
tendency to stress one-sidedly on unity, unity without
struggle within the front, without resclutely opposing
attempts to belittle the Party’s role of leadership, to
belittle the position of workers and peasants, the
foundation of the national united front.

T Ho Chi Minh, The Greai Octobey Revolution Opened
the Road of fiberation to All Peoples, Su That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1967. p. 10.
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4. In the struggle against the class and national
enemy, our Party /as made use of revolutionary violence
to wmeel counter-revolutionary violemce, mobilized the
people’s masses in uprisings and revolutionary war to
seize power and defend the people’s power. Through
the various periods, our Party has based itself on
concrete situations to decide on appropriate forms of
struggle, made use of and cleverly combined Jorms of
armed struggle and political struggle to overthrow the
enemy, win victories for the revolution. Our Party
pays great attention to the building of the people’s
armed forces which consist of three kinds of troops :
the regulars, the regional troops and the guerillas or
militia. Those forces, together with the political forces
of the masses (i.c. the political organizations in the
national united front) put into effect the close com-
bination of armed struggle and political struggle to
overthrow all enemies.

5. After winning power for the people, our Party
constantly cares for the strengthening and consolidation
of power, making use of the administration, on the
one hand, to repress the counter-revolutionaries, main-
tain public order, mobilize and organize the people’s
masses in the resistance against foreign aggressors,
safeguard independence and national unity: on the
other, toenhance the democratic rights of the people,
mobilize and educate them in making endeavours to
build up a new life develop the economy and culture,and
constantly improve their livelihood. The Party realizes
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that this power must be a people’s democratic dicta-
torship performing the historic mission of the worker-
peasant dictatorship in the stage of national people’s
democratic revolution and performing the historic
mission of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the
period of transition to socialism and communism.

6. The revolution in our country is part and parcel
of the world revolution. All successes of our revolu-
tion are inseparable from the wholehearted support
of the fraternal socialist countries, of the international
communist and workers’ movement, of the mational
liberation movement and the peace and democratic
movement in the world. That is why our Party coxn-
stantly strives to strengthen international solidarity. Tt is
just because it knows how to link together the revo-
lutionary movement in the country and the revolu-
tionary movement of the international working class
(including the movement of struggle of the working
class and labouring people in the imperialist country
that commits aggression against our country) and the

- liberation movement of the oppressed peoples that

our Party has won overseas allies for the Vietnamese
revolution, creating more strength for our revolution
to win successes and making a worthy contribution
to the world revolutionary movement.

*

In short, the history of forty years’ activities of our
Party — President Ho Chi Minh’s Party — is one full of
sacrifices and hardships but also full of glory., It is
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the history of the vanguard and staff of the Vietnam-
ese working classwho have led the entire Vietnamese
people in the struggle to fight the Japanese fascist
and overthow the pro-Japanese puppet administration,
to carry out the August revolution successfully and
establish the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the
first people’s democracy in South-East Asia, to wage
a long resistance war and defeat the French colonial-
ist aggressors, to complete the national people’s de-
mocratic revolution and proceed on to the socialist
revolution and the building of socialism in the North,
and at the same time it is leading the entire people
in the resistance against US aggression for natiomal
salvation, with a view to liberating the South, defend-
ing the North, advancing toward the peaceful reunifi-
cation of the country.

How many communist and patriotic martyrs have
‘““died so that the Fatherland may live’!! How
many communist fighters have sacrificed their lives
for the lofty ideal of the Party! When one fell, others
advanced, waves upon waves, regardless of risks and
perils — that made what we have today.

Such was the road we have travelled. But the road
ahead is not clear of dangers yet. Great and difficult
tasks are awaiting us. Our Party has still to lead the
entire people in the fight to win total victory over the

1 Ho Chi Minh: ¢ Letter to Death-braving Squads of
the Capital ”’, January 1, 1947, in Selected Works, Su That
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 254.
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US aggressors, the international gendarme, the common
cnemy of our people and mankind. At the same time,
our Party has to lead our working class and people so
as to build socialism successfully in a backward
agricultural country, by-passing the stage of capital-
ist development. On this basis, the Party will lead
the entire people to build successfully a peaceful,
united, independent, democratic and prosperous Viet
Nam.

With full confidence and pride, let our whole Party,
our entire armed forces and our entire people tighten
their ranks, cnhance revolutionary heroism and the
fine traditions of our nation, overcome all hardships
and sacrifices, resolutely carry out the correct lines
and policies of the Party, thereby taking the all-
conquering banner of President Ho Chi Minh to the
final goal!
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POLITICAL THESES OF THE INDOCHINESE
COMMUNIST PARTY (OCTOBER 1930)

Excerpts

I

THE WORLD SITUATION AND THE
INDOCHINESE REVOLUTION

1. Following the imperialist war (1914 - 1918), the
world situation may be viewed as having gone through
three periods:

a) During the first period (1918-1923), as a result
of the war, the capitalist economy suffered depression
and crisis, and in many places in Europe the pro-
letariat rose up and fought for power. Eventually
on the one hand; the Russian proletariat defeated the
imperialists who attacked the country from the out-
side and the counter-revolutionaries who carried out
sabotage inside, and set up a firm dictatorship of the
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proletariat; on the other hand, however, the West
Europcan proletariat met with failure (for instance
the German proletariat in 1923).

b) During the second period (1923 ~ 1928), availing
themselves of the recent setbacks suffered by the
European proletariat, the various imperialisms
acted on the offensive, exploited the proletariat and the
colonial peoples to the utmost, and brought tempora-
ry stability to the imperialist economy. On account of
its previous failure, the proletariat in the imperial-
ist countries acted ouly on  the defensive. The
revolation broke out in the colonial countries. In the
Soviet Union, economic consolidation helped Commu-
nist influence spread all over the world.

¢) The third period, the present one, presents the
following characteristics : 1

Capitalism has not been able to maintain its tem-
porary stability and has slided back into crisis:
the various imperialisms again have to engage in a
sharp competition for markets, making a new
imperialist war inevitable.

The Soviet economy has surpassed the pre-imperial-
ist war-level ; successful socialist construction has
exasperated the various imperialisms to overthrow
the Soviet Union, the citadel of world revolution.

In the imperialist countries, the proletariat has
put up a fierce struggle (large-scale strikes in Ger-
many, France, Poland, etc.); the colonies (especially
China and India) are in a revolutionary cffervescence.
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This is due to increasingly harsh exploitation of the
the masscs by the capital, which is plagued by a
crisis; in the world the number of unemployed
totals scores of millions and the workers and peasants
suffer untold misery. In this third period, proleta-
rian revolution and colonial revolution  have
reached a very high level; in some places they are
ready to seize power.

At present, Indochina has contributed its revolu-
tienary forces to the extensive movements going on
in the world, thus broadening the worker- peasant
front against imperialism. On the other hand, the
ebullient revelutionary drive in the world (especially
In China and India) exerts a strong influence on the
struggle in Indochina and gives it an even more
vigorous impetas, And so the world revolution and the
Indochinese revolution ate closely connected.

11

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
SITUATION IN INDOCHINA

2. Indochina (Viet Nam, Cambodia, Laos) is 2
settlement of French imperialism. So, its economy is
dependent upon that of French imperialism. The
following are the two outstanding features of the
development of Indochina :
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a) Indochine must develop independently, but it
cannot do so because of its colonial status

b) Class contradiction has grown ever fiercer
between the workers, peasants and other toiling
people on the one hand, and the feudal land-owners,
capitalists and imperialists on the other

3. Economic contradictions :

a) Though the bulk of agricultural products is
exported by the imperialists, the cconomy has remained
fendal in character. Most plantations (rubber, cotton,
coffee, etc.) belong to French capitalists. The greater
part of the land is owned by native landlords, who
cxploit it in the feudal way, i. e. rent it insmall plots
to poor tenants for a very high rent. Rice yields are
besides lower in Indochina than in other countries
(per hectare paddy outputin Malaya : 2,150 kilograms;
in Siam, 1,870 kilograms;in Europe, 4,570 kilograms,
in Indochina, only 1,210 kilograms). More rice is
exported every year, but this is not due to the
development of rice-growing, only to increased
plundering of the people’s rice by the capitalists.

b) The oppressive regime imposed by French
imperialism hampers the development of the produc-
tive forces in Indochina, The imperialists have not built
heavy industries (like iron works, machine-building,
etc.) for this would harm the monopoly of French
industry. They only develop those industries which
serve their administration and trade, for instance
railway lines, small shipyards, etc.
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The aim of French imperialism is to make Indo-
china an economic dependency of France, and so it
promotes only those industries which it fi.nds more
profitable to develop in Indochina than in France
itself. Raw material exploitation is meant not to help
Indochina’s economy develop independently, but to
prevent French industry’s dependence on  other
imperialisms.

¢) As exportation is 1in the hands 'of ' French
capitalists, internal commerce and production 1s d.epen—
dent upon the exportrequirements of the French impe-
rialists. The more exports increase, the morg the
country is drained of its natural resources by impe-
rialism. Another special feature: French banks
(Banque de ['Indochine, C-rédit‘z‘yoncier, etc.) collect
capital from native people to aid French exporters.

In short: Indochina’s economy remains an agricu.l-
tural one, with predominant feudal features. All this
interferes with its independent development.

4. Class contradictions :

French imperialism, in alliance with nativte land-
lords, traders and usurers, ruthlessly exploits the
peasants. It rakes the country’s farm pro.duce for export,
imports its own goods for sale within the cou.ntry,
imposes high taxation, drives the peasantry to misery
and craftsmen to unemployment.

Tand is more and more concentrated in the bands
of the imperialists and landlords; the existence of
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numerous intermediaries causes the rent that has to
be paid by poor tenants to be all the higher. The
Iatter are also soaked so exorbitantly by usurers
that they often are compelled to give them their lands
or even their children in payment of their debts.

The imperialists pay no attention to keeping the
dykes in good repair for protection against floods.
Irrigation facilities are in the hands of the capitalists,
who exact a high price for their use: no money, no
water. And so more and more crop failures occur
because of flood and drought. Not only are the peas-
ants prevented from developing their economy, but
they also grow increasinly dependent upon the capi-
talists and fare worse and worse unemployment and
starvation afflict more and more pecople.

The old economy is falling to pieces very fast, yet
the new industry is developing at a very slow rate ;
factories, workshops etc., cannot hire all the poor and
unemployed and many have to starve in the country-
side where the situation is truly tragic.

In the factories, plantations and mines, the capital-
ists cruelly exploit and oppress the workers. Their
wages, which are at starvation level, are subject to
cuts by all kinds of fines. They work eleven, twelve
hours a day on an average. Abuses and blows are rain-
ed on them. When they fall sick, far from getting
any medical attention, they are thrown out into the
streets. Social insurance is totally inexistent. In plan-
tations and mines, the owners pen their workers up
in camps and forbid them to wander out. They use
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the system of indenture to recruit and move people
away, to places where they can impose their own
law on the workers and even inflict penalties on
them. Due to such harsh working conditions, large
numbers of workers in Indochina suffer from danger-
ous diseases (tuberculosis, trachoma, malaria, etc,)
and more and more of them die at a very young age,

The Indochinese proletariat is not yet numerous, but
the number of workers, especially plantation workers,
is on the increase. They fight ever more actively. The
peasants have also awakened and fiercely opposed the
imperialists and feudalists. Strikes in 1928, 1629 and
the violent outbursts of workers and peasants this
year {1930) clearly prove that class struggle in Indo-
china is gaining momentum. The most outstanding
and important feature in the revolutionary movement
in Indachina is that the struggle of the worker-peasant
masses has taken on a very clearly independent cha-
racter and is no longer influenced by nationalism as
it used to be.
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CHARACTERISTICS AND TASKS OF THE
INDOCHINESE REVOLUTION

5. The above-mentioned contradictions account
for the fact that the revolutionary movement in
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Indochina is growing day by day. In its initial period,
the Indochinese revolution will be a bourgcois demo-
cratic revolution, for it cannot yet directly tackle
organizational problems of a socialist structure; the
country is still very weak cconomically, many feudal
vestiges still linger, the balance of class forces
is not yet tipped in favour of the proletariat; besides
imperialism still holds oppressive sway. For the?c
reasons, in the present period, the revolution will
only have an agrarian and anti-imperialist character.

The bourgeois democratic revolution is a preparatory
period leading to socialist revolution, Once it has
won victory, and a worker-peasant government
has been established, industry within the country will
develop, proletarian organizations will be reinforced,
the leadership of the proletariat will be consolidated,
and the balance of class forces will be altered to the
advantage of the proletariat. Then the struggle
will develop in depth and breadth and the bour-
weois democratic revolution will advance towards
:'nc proletarian revolution. The present peri(?d Iis
one of world proletarian revolution and socialist
building in the Soviet Union ; thanks to help from the
working class exercising dictatorship in various coun-
tries, Indochina will bypass’ the capitalist stage and
tight its way direct to socialism.

In the bourgeois democratic revolution, the proleta-
riat and the peasantry are the two main motive forcfzs,
but only if leadership is in the hands of the proletariat
can the revolution triumph.
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6. The essential aim of the bourgeois democratic
revojution is on the one hand to do away with
the feudal vestiges and the modes of pre-capitalist
exploitation and to carry out a thorough agrarian
revolution ; on the other hand, to overthrow French
imperialism and achieve complete independence for
Indochina, The two faces of the struggle are closely
connected, for only by deposing imperialism can we
eliminate the landlord class aund carry out a suc-
cessful agrarian revolution; conversely, only by
abolishing the feudal regime can we knock down
imperialism.

In order to reach thesc essential goals, we must
set up the worker-peasant Soviet power. The work-
er-pecasant Soviet power alone is the very powerful
instrument which will make possible to overthrow
imperialism, feudalism and landlordism, give land to
the tillers, and legal protection to the interests of the
proletariat.

The essential tasks of the bourgeois democratic re-
volution are the following :

1. To overthrow French imperialism, {feudalism,
and landlordism.

2. To set up a worker-peasant government.

3. To confiscate all lands belonging to foreign and
native landlords and to religious organizations, and
hand them over to middle and poor peasants, the

vight of ownership of the land being in the hands of
the worker-peasant government

—
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4. To nationalize all big undertakings of the foreign
capitalists.

5. To abolish all current taxes and corvées and
institute a progressive tax.

6. To decree an 8-hour workday and improve the
living standard of the workers and tciling people.

% . Indochina to be completely independent; nation-
al self-determination to be recognized.

8. To organizec a worker-peasant army.
g. Equality between man and woman.

10. Support to the Soviet Union: alliance with the
proletariat all over the world and with the revolu-
tionary movement in the colonies and semi-colonies.
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POLITICAL PROGRAMME
ADOPTED AT THE PARTY’S SECOND
CONGRESS (1951
Excerpis

THE VIETNAMESE SOCIETY AND THE VIET-
NAMESE REVOLUTION

4. The Vietnamese sociaiy

1. Before the French conquest, the Vietnamese socie-
ty was essentially a feudal society based on an agri-
cultural economy which in most part bore an autar-
kic character. Land was in the hands of the king,
the nobility and the feudal landlords.

The peasants were ground down by a very harsh

Tule and lived in the direst misery. Their destitution

aggravated with the domination of foreign feudal
conquerors. They craved for freedom. They yearned

for land. They therefore rese up in arms many
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times and each of their bitter and widespread upri-
sings brought about a change of dynasty in the coun-
try or a splendid success for the national liberation
movement. However, in view of immature economic
and social conditions and the lack of the lcadership
of a vanguard class, the peasants’ cfforts, through
many centuries, proved unable to alter the feudal
character of the Vietnamese society.

2. Since the conquest by French imperialism, Viet
Nam has become a monopolized market, a sapplier of
raw materials, a money-lender counter and a military
base of the French colonialists. The autarkic character
of the Vietnamese feudal economy was upset.

fter World War 1, as a result of the French im-
perialists’ emphasis on “colonial exploitation”, French
mining industry and light industry was further expand-
ed in Viet Nam. The Vietnamese working class took
shape and grew up rapidly. The Vietnamese capital-
ist class came into being but could hardly make any
noticeable headway due to the strict control by French
monopoly capital.

The colonial policy pursued by French imperialism
was a narrow minded and conservative one. It made
Viet Nam completely dependent on France. It stunted
the productive forces in Viet Nam. It combined
capitalist oppression and exploitation with feudal and
semi-feudal oncs, reducing the Vietnamese people,

especially the workers and peasants, to most squahid

misery.
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During World War 1I, following the invasion of
Viet Nam by the Japanese fascists, the French colo-
nial regime in Viet Nam became fascisized. The tribu-
lations of the Vietnamese people grew all the more
unbearable. Many revolts broke out. The guerilla
bases were expanded and people’s power was established
in the Vict Bac liberated zone.

Notwithstanding these facts, the Vietnamese society
under Frech domination was, on the whole, a coloni:;i
and semi-feudal society.

3. In 1945, after their defeat at the hands of the
Soviet Army, the Japanese fascists surrendered. Under
the leadership of President Ho Chi Minh and the
Indochinese Communist Party, the Vietnamese people
successfully staged a general insurrection. The Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam was founded. Democratic
reforms were enforced. The Vietnamese society
embarked on the road of a people’s democracy.

However, the French imperialists’ comeback to
Viet Nam has triggered a protracted and all-out war
of resistance of the Vietnamese nation. At present,
aided by the Us interventionists and abetted by the
traitors, their puppets, the French imperialists have
re-established their colonial and fascist rule on part
of our country.

The Vietnamese society at present assumes a three-
fold character : people’s democratic, colonial and semi-
feundal. These three features are clashing with one
another. But the main conflict at this moment is that
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between the people’s democratic trait and the colonial
trait. It is being settled in the process of the Vietnamese
nation's resistance against the French colonialists and
the interventionists.

2. The Yietnamese revolution

1. At present, the Vietnamese revolution must remove
the contradiction between the Vietnamese people’s
democratic tegime and the reactionary forces to give
it a vigorous impulse and smooth its path toward
socialism. :

The main reactionary force in the way of the
progress of the Vietnamese society is aggressive impe-
rialism. The vestiges of feudalism also causeits stagna-
tion. Therefore, the Vietnamese revolution has two
ennemies. The principal enemy at present is aggressive
imperialism or more specifically, French impe-
rialism and the US interventionists. The other
enemy of secondary importance is the feugalists
who at this juncture are rcactionary feudalists.

2. The fundamental task of the Vietnamese revo-
lution at present is to drive out the imperialist
aggressors to win back genuine independence and
unity for the nation, blot out the vestiges of feudalism
and semi-feudalism, give land to the tillers, develop
the people’'s democratic regime and lay the groundwork
for socialism.

Those three tasks are closely interrelated. Neverthe-
less, the main and immediate task is to complete
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national liberation. Therefore, at this moment all
energies must be bent on the war of resistance to
defeat the aggressors.

3. The motive forces of the Vietnamese revolution
at present are the workers, peasants, the urban petty
bourgeoisie, the intellectuals of the petty bourgeoisie
and the national bourgeoisie. Besides, they also com-
prise patriotic and progressive personalities (from the
landlord class). These classes, social sections and ele-
ments form the people. The basic elements of the
latter are the workers, peasants and brain workers.
The leader of the revolution is the working class.

4. With the abovesaid fundamental task to fulfil,
with the people as the motive force, with the workers,
peasants and brain workers as basic elements of the
people and with the working class as the leader, the
Vietnamese revolution is at the present stage a national
people’s democratic revolution.

Itis not an old-type bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion, nor a socialist revolution, but akind of new-type
bourgeois democratic revolution which is to progress
toward a socialist revolution without having to go
through a revolutionary civil war. It is a revolution
typical of its kind in the present historical context.

5. The Vietnamese national people’s democratic
revolution will inevitably take Viet Nam to socialism.
Under the leadership of the working class which is
closely allied to the peasants and brain workers, and
with the support of the Soviet Union and the people’s
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democracies, especially China, the Vietnamese revolu-
tion will follow no other road than that to socialism.

It is the path of a protracted struggle which will,
generally speaking, go through three stages: in the
first stage, the main task is to complete national
liberation : in the second stage, the primordial duty
is to do away with the feudal and semi-feudal vestiges,
carry out thoroughly the watchword “land to the
tillers”, develop industry and lick into shape the peo-
ple’s democratic regime; in the third stage, the princi-
pal objective is to lay the foundations of socialism
and proceed toward the realization of socialism.

These three stages are not separate but closely rela-
ted and interlocked, However, each stage has its cen-
tral task, and it is necessary to acquire full compre-
hension of the latter and focus all efforts on its ful-
filment.

In the first stage, which is the present stage, the
spearhead of the revolution is directed at the imperial-
ist aggressors. The Party must rally all national forces
into a national united front to carry out the resist-
ance against the imperialist aggressors and the Viet-
namese traitors of all stripes. At the same time, it
must see to the improvement of the people’s living
standards, especially of the working people, so as to
increase their zeal in keeping up the resistance effort.

In the second stage, the point of the revolution will
be aimed at the feudalists. By then the Party must
devote all its strength to eliminating the feudal and
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semi-feudal vestiges and thoroughly implement the
watchword “land to the tillers”, push up industriali-
zation and perfect the people's democratic regime.
However, in this stage the struggle must continue
against world imperialism to defend national inde-
pendence.

In the third stage, the central task of the revolution
consists in expanding the foundations of socialism and
preparing for the realization of socialism. What con-
crete steps to be taken then will be prompted by the
actual situation at home and abroad at the time.
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RESOLUTION

OF THE PARTY’S THIRD CONGRESS (1960)
STRATEGIC TASKS
Excerpts

Since the re-establishment of peace and the comple-
te liberation of the North, the Vietnamese revolution
had shifted over to a new stage. Under the leadership
of the Party, the North is advancing by firm steps
towards socialism ; it has strengthened its forces in
all fields and become the bulwark of the nation-wide
revolution. Meanwhile, the American imperialists and
the Ngo Dinh Diem clique have set up a despotic and
warlike administration in the South, and turned the
South into a colony of a new type and a military base
of the American imperialists. They are hampering and
sabotaging the cause of national reunification of our
people.

In the present stage, the Vietnamese revolution
has two strategic tasks:

Firstly, to carry out the socialist revolution in the
North. Secondly, to liberate the South from the rule
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of the American imperialists and their henchmen,
achieve national reunification and complete indepen-
dence and freedom throughout the country.

These two strategic tasks are closely related to
each other and impel each other forward.

To take the North towards socialism is a necessary
and unavoidable task following the completion of the
national people’s democratic revolution To_ take the
North towards socialism and make it more and more
powerful in every field will benefit the revolutionary
movement for the liberation of the South, the develop-
ment of the revolution throughout the country ind
the preservation and consolidation of peace in Indo-
china, South-East Asia and the world. Therefore, to
carry out the socialist revolution in the North is the
most decisive task for the development of the whole
Vietnamese revolution, for the cause of national
reunification. We carry out the socialist revolution in
the North, while in the South we must endeavour to
rally all national and democratic forces, expand and
consolidate the nationa! united bloc, isolate the Amer-
ican imperialists and their henchmen, and spced up
the struggle to strengthen peace and reunify our Fa-
therland. That is why the guiding principle of the
socialist revolution in the North is to build the North
and in so doing to take the South into due consi-
deration.

In the completion of the national people’'s demo-
cratic revolution throughout the country, and the
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achievement of national reunification, our compatriots
in the South have the task of directly overthrowing the
rule of the American imperialists and their agents in
order to liberate South Viet Nam. The revolutionary
struggle of our compatriots in the South also aims at
frustrating the attempt of the US — Diem clique to
rekindle war, and making an active contribution to
the defence of peace in Indochina, South-East Asia
and the world.

The two revolutionary tasks of the North and the
South belong to two different strategies, each task
aiming at satisfying the concrete requirement of each
zone under the specific conditions of our divided coun-
try. But these two tasks aim at resolving a common
contradiction in our whole country — that between our
people and the imperialists and their henchmen, in
order to achieve a common immediate aim the peaceful
reunification of the country.

The common task of the Vietnamese revolution at
present is to enhance the solidarity of the entire
people, to struggle resolutely for the maintenance of
peace, to promote the socialist revolution in the North
and at the same time the national people’s democratic
revolution in the South, to achieve national reunifica-
tion on the basis of independence and demccracy,
to build a peaceful, reunified, independent, democratic,
prosperous and strong Viet Nam, and to contribute
effectively to the strengthening of the socialist camp

and to the defence of peace in South-East Asia and
the world.
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