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" And Got Licked |

*Workers Did It-

BY JOSEPH sz{

THE buppaucrats -in the Needle
Trades Unions tell us that
amalgamation would be a good
thing, but the workers are not yet
ready for it. This smalgamation
would strengthén the unions against

. _tha bosses.. Bul when_ it comes to
;%% 1 #nghting the loft wing, the bureau-
- *_orats-are_quite ready to amalga-

mate Lheir forces. Thus, they have
organized - ln New ‘Iork—a— con=
ference to “presecve” the, trade.
unions—for themselves.

Recently, this conference, hnlns
in the good graces of the powers
that be, got two armories for 8
mass mpeting against the ‘“reds”.
" Nothing was left undone Lo gel the
workers to altend these meelings.
- ———TFho—4; -C. -W; members_wers told
if they didn't come, their jobs
would be lost. The Sigman-Becker-
man machine worked overl,lme to |,
._put_things over.

Tho Great Test

It was more than a mere meet-

ing.- It was intended to be a stop-~

. page, the workers were -asked to

quit work one hour early to atiend.

_The hosses co-oporaled in stopping

avork, - The gapitalist press, . even

Two hours before the meeling, ap-

peared with flaring headlines and
even pictures, announcing that
_ 100,000 workers were-slorming the
drmories ta May f.he“—eu:’m*r It wag |

to lose.Organize all progressive forces!

The coal operators of 1119 centri patitive fleld, compris-
ing Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and” Pennsyly m met nj._TL
January 10 and unnmmously opled-the the. follow! asolution
as polioy. for the operators in Lhe megotiitions wﬂ.h the United

Ming Workers opened al Miami, Florida, February
= psolved,-that-it. is-Lhe-sonse-—ofthe- maat—in

convention .0
Mine Workers otu\nﬁriwwhluh
ened at

day

a profound’ eﬂeot on the entire la-
.bor . moyement, e triumph .of -
John L. -Lewis in, getting.:oMoial
endorsement for %ars ahd

nnagumant. 'co-operative’ :

his expulsion-policy;-eto.,, aolldmes
Lha whole laboﬁhureauoraoy ngalmst
all prograssive_opposition. .

between thig—operators—of _thecentral
fleld and.the miners' organization'or miners, must e con-
tinuously competitive with the-wages paid in West Vir-

This means a fight to cut wages of union miners to within.a *
few .cents of the non-union miners in Wést Virginia and Ken- .
tucky. And lhe words "or miners" mean a fight to destroy. the
union if it does, not consent {o the wage cutl.

“The —Miners’ ‘convention—instructed —the —Scale— Committes—
against any wage reduction in the new contract.. But John L.
Lewls. who has deliberately kept West Virginia and Kentucky
niiners -unorganized, has appoinled: Harry ; Fishwick, friend of
the operators' friend, Frank Farringion, ds head of the Soalo .
Committes, -~ :

The Miners’ Union is in danger But can it tiust Flahwi
Can it trust Lewis, who stole the miners' votes and bullie
their delegales at their convention? No! But there is one way
thé miners can win against all enemies|

The exisling Progressive Commillees can be aLreng’!.haned
and their number multiplied. Sueh Commitlees, organized in
overy local in the Uniled Mine Workers, can compel Lewis lo.
lead & real fight.against a wage cut,"and can stand guard over
_the fight to prevent any betrayal. . B
Minersl The agreement expires ‘March 31,

There is no-time

—| in the last six mon

will go to nny extronie to refain .
his strangle Hold on the union: The .
most -menaging’ aspect” of this fa
that the strength of- Lawls reflects
the weakness of the union. He
grows.strong-as-the union-weakens;
/The- progressive group understood I
exactly the orisis of the:unfon -
wher _they raieed the slogan “Save’

I'.ha Union".

" Great Luss ot llomhnrs G

The operators have prepared for
“Btruggle "since 1924, -and,following —
~Lewis' statement that there—were
200,000_too many miners,-they-shul —
“down the union mines and starved.
the —union miners out. Secretary
Kennedy's reporl shows a-loss of _
120,000 miners' sing: !921 10,0007

While the Lewis machine con-
trols—every district- oxcept No. 24; ,
and has. fortified - itself mecha

jcally, opposition—to the—adi
“stration embraces thie majority of”

a bold -stroke ior the right wing,

which had never before dared to
rely upon the mass of workers.
Wil it ever dare again? .

Who had the sactive mass, the
right wing of, the left wing? That
was the issue Lhe meetings would
tell.. B the -left-wing-~ohal—

WHAT IS A -STRIKE VOTE FOR? ?
The railroad companies are rolling in profits. .But-now,

| the latest group they have defeated on wage demands are

the Engineers and Firemefi on_the 59-Eastern lines, gi
‘a paltry Tl per cent-raise insbeﬁd ofstheir demand f
20 per_cent, - This ia" —m-bit:aﬁonT "This 8- the—Wntson-

Tenged the right with & counter
** -demonstration, talled by the Cloak
_and  Dreddmakers'  and—Furriers
___Joint Boards. Half & dozen halls to
“hold about 12,000° against the

—-o- 16,000 of the. rigl

Parker Law!
80 it goes for the atroru;est rmlwa.v unmuﬂJ‘llL&h@-
men are,too weak even to take their demands to the peril

xSk

the members as pruvan by even [
Tew t‘nci.a ,‘

Ealse.-Election Tetarms

1. The .last two Interr_xp!iunal
eleclions. - The - conslitution™ says
the -votes must bé tabulated by lo-
cals and seni to—everyloeal, Yl
.'mefther in -the election -two years
ago, when ' Voyzey ran againsi
Fewis;—nor—in—tho—last—one—when— -
Brophy opposed Leéwis, has this

of arb[tratmg. They have stomach for even an arbi-

- armories « were hired. . Madison
.= Square . Garden was unavailable,
. though one hall would have ai-

traotéd more than many smnl] _ones.

tration struggle. So they are put off with one, two and’
three cent raises—and éven no raise at all! :
Refused even this ridiculous T1%-per cent by the South-

castern lines, the Grand Lodge' officials, of the Conductors

T The Shuw»nown*

and_Tralnmen hav e vote. —But—wha_are

_been_dono. Tha_inference is that - =
Lewis is defeated when he refuses :
to ‘tell the membership huw Lhe

vote went.

In Lhe lasl election the first om-

einl slatement {not—a—hbuln!(mnl
givan ont; s thal—

At 4:30 P. M., half an hour after [
—gtappage; the—firel ~six 16fL_wing. |
halls were already jammad— Then

' the loft wms kept hiring morg and

/e ofdered a—strik
the oﬁicmts fooling by this gesture? Not the-railroad-com-

cer\luﬂ_ﬂ_ﬁ 000-out-of a-{otal of-280,~

~—panies.- The compames kniow that the union officials hJWe
been sewed up against strikes by the-Watson-Parker- Law:
~_ If_the-union-officials even fhintly believed in strikes,

—=——= more-h: |s—unlil-every hall-avail
- ‘able- on Lhe East_Bide-of New York
was {aken, soventeen halls in all
being -hired by-six-o'slock. -Thou-"
sandg'wandered about in the miser--
~—sable-Tain,_from hall: %o hall ‘trying
1o-get in, and many gave: it up and
—went—home— r—

000. ~This Was an .estimalc based
on-the old 500,000 membership and
- given before Kennedy prepared his

“why did they hog-tie the union with the “Wataon-Purker.
Law?. They. do not-believe in strikes, and the- on!y—reason
they order a strike vote is to fool the memibers of their™
union, to make t,hem think their officials have guts enough ~

to fight..

—

The_ oapitallsl  prosh " admitied
that 80,000 went to the left wing

|

- meeunss AI. least 28,000.gol into
. the-47 halls;  But the right wing |_|
“~had-not-‘more -than 6,000_in .their-| i

two-big armories. It wnh @ sad af-
— = fair. . Hugh I"rnyne of.thyA:- . of |
— L. -8poke: ‘Unenthusing: reaction. |

RaﬂwwmenJ—A nine&y—per—eent al.nkervotew&

menl is_thal _Brophy received 60—
661 'and”Lewis- {73;323.
[. lo Kennedy's reporl Lhere 213,
07 dues-paying members. _“The.
8tatement on -voles “*would mean
that 85 per cent of the, members-
voted, whigh - is: preposterous. A

reporl.So_the lalesl officlal state-

-According

by the Canadian €onducters and ‘Trainmen,_ but their_de- .

|~ mands were compromised for an amount the oﬂ’tcmls have-.

. not even daréd-fo make public. - -

oo If the rmlwa.ymm awant what thej d’am:md then as.

utﬁke vote must be followed Im atﬁks Af theﬂ dtm'e gat ity
en

tabulafed-vote~would-show up (ha
“crookednesd., In West Virginia;
~where Kannedyu report ~shows
dues paying memberslip —of ‘377 .
_ &nd no_one but” Lewis. ‘claims- any.:
01‘:8 than 2,000 members,. Lewis .
some- 15,000-voles- for himsalf-

emr—ayabem_mmmn* ilway 1d

7~ When' Bepkerman, the mimic Mus= |
;7 solinky’ hosan, a gnn(‘l pm-i. .of 1.‘Ea

~this leasorrhume and-organize gmups to cdmpel.thunmn:
= ol’ﬁclals to act A

uuwnlhmd—mqphrﬂtm—.
i here s &1wFﬁFor—prowlhT
_¢rom " '{ha, - memhership-. agilnst

; g’c.'anff‘ wed on. page 8)’




“Call For Sho
TContinued, from poge 1) —
audience started_to’ walk o

auch -a-row he-or--

Waterloo. for .
cannet defeat the
‘without the aid of the:
T got that; they muat give:|™
thro~bogsesyprivileges:

in the shops 'and:. the
n-is beginning, they ‘8eé con--
- ditions .arg_not being lived up 1o

by the bosses-and-upion:spirit-re

vives:
~  The Joint Board and local
= B)

codrolon are_ coming .to .Lhe Joint

Board for. complaint -adjustment.

) Sigman now announces ‘that work-.

.+~ grswhohove-notrogistored—ywill:
o dlanrimi ¥

inpl i
slugger becomes :gimost a gentle-

n -

A Disgracéful-Frame-Up™

Recently, Sigman tried Lo frame
up the sirike leaders by lrying to
gel some srrested sstrikers o give.
information against Joint Board
leaders on - alleged violence upon
seabs and scab-nests in fhe sfrikér
When Lhese workers refused fo-
Bigman con-

“NO &U\’ERS!
trived to ha%mi\ them sentenced by
Judge Rosalsky to savage lerms in
rigom, from lwo " to - flve —years.
omiges thal il they turn | * =
he will have them "par-

to" the .convention -expressed 0ppo-
sition’ to Lewis adminisiration end
‘Policy.. Thore were 657 regotutlons; |-
220~ dealing=specifically - with the:
~‘coming. wage- agreement and -sup-_
ported by 287 localsy: The whole’]
fono-of-these resolutions is”
violent ‘protest, ' nat
~supported - the" administration. =
_“Theso ‘resolutions tepresent: one
"of - the.—-greatest ' mass ' profests
against- employérs- and - labor - offl.
“{-vention. " Spdoe - forhids
from these 1
tion and demands for sirygle oris-
- ing.from the coal-pi n= |
“trys .Hammeréd out by those who
live in the tragedy of the union's
‘orisis, - thely -frustration by 0.
I Lowis mochimnisa_crime.
Suilice it {q_poy {hat Thoy atae
Lewis policy on all sides; -againat’
violation of the ‘agr t, for
militant fight to regain conditions
lost singe Lewis hecame president,
demand “for/rank and file ¢ .
for organizing: the unorganized, for.
the_six-hour day.‘and the'flve-day
~wedk,-demanding a-labulated eloo
tion vote, protest:

el
i Pa,

100 - # I
deep- otfes of indigna-

- more tlian.tho

“of Washinglon, Towa,
rado, - Arkansas, ‘Wyomi
gon, Missouri, Mo

paper; Tl 1 ~hew
“hoholimen=from almost slt-distris
a | - - Under:such conditjons it was ex-:|
* {remely difficuli- for: the progres- |
sives to-make headway, _Following |

‘his general attack against the mem-
bership,-Xiewis transferred-ds much
pow
-l ‘hers
agninst. the joipk.| -

an

und Nov

tia— Besl {

OLLanl-pros-
‘gument

esl le-sky"
igtricts, _there swere inerabl

v a3 possible from' the mem-
,#Jhtlnl—&m&ll@ﬂﬁﬂ&m by
Al

me manner’ all:semiblance

discrimjnation -of union offi
wn@ﬁmployerrrasninsf,—rﬂle—*i&:. m=

hort,_term- conlracts,:|.

-|-hership, for_short_
-pnd-an -expressed distrust sho:

finaneial accounting. .
-3, Withoul going into the "blue
sky" locals in nll distriets, and tak="

Jng-up only the “hlue sky” districts,

7 7 |- cursory glamios &l Seoretary-Ken= ~am

| medy's own report shows a packed
=|-gonventiom,—Per—oapita—shown -in

the-following was from June i lo
December {, 19261 . .- - : :
=g . Paid - Dele~{
trict Capita: Members gates
7. W. Va.§ 475,560 " 80 70 |
19, Tenn... -1,448706, = 482 52
23. W. Ky.. 17,50 6 86
30, Ey..... v — 13
31, W, Va. 1,131.00 377 167
82,772.7% 050 -~ 309

_The above means that from these
districts alone, Xennedy's_own re- |
port shows that there was one delé-
gate at Lhe convention for every

 “gials .on the.plea of stabilizing the
% Howeyer, by denying -seats to’

- Howat, - Powers. Hapgood, Pat .Too-

T onal changes; and removed-| —orivis_and—explaini “ﬁ : lho’—hn'l' g"‘
S sloratjiand by ; ~pive-program was: also a. handica
e pr_aogi'gmt__idqulomﬂ“ﬁw o

put, up w good
6_condliions,

{he cons! on. ' - : rog ves

the constitulion. o~ atministratig|-AEh under vory adverse cond|
1" ‘many-resolutjons—demanding-a.| tactios, that even wilhi“its. packed:| - Bﬂ“&’;"“ﬁ!‘““ﬁ? §§lt5°“ of.
-dolegation, the oon\:fnj.ion fwice de-

_fealed(the maching, . . . " T

Lowls Whipped Twice —
ﬂragﬂynomﬁ%ml

o’ lengthen the. térm of-local offl<

uniori; - The vote "wag~so “crushing-
the machine could not steal it; -

some of the most-capable-progres—

sive floor leaders, such -ag Alex

“Wey “anf Litke Coffey,: slrong —arm-
methods such as slugging of Hap-

good, and" the packed - convention, |

-program of the opposition’ hein
vr_eﬁeal}ad-!n- byt
i e e Ao
_who helibve - that: {fe, iii

*|--umton-gan-be won-only-by.a-stru

&l
Ajon to U
d ~poal

through rank an press
.wage B real ballle-against wage r
"'ﬂﬁqﬁibnsrfor‘iielwr'unndlllpqa,'*w'ag's
“inoreases”in the unorganized fiel
-day.
*week;-a-Teal-drive {o-uniofilze:the.
“ment, submission ‘of ‘agreement

—referendum-hefore-signing,-to-gran
- democraoy-within-the unjon and

g

-convention:strugsle,.
i and all

, lines

“of.

6-will:find themsalves .in-oppod
e-Lewis pdministration:

T%a_;ﬁsk ‘that confronts thig-o
- 10

I
i i {o-organize:for Lhe 0o
ugglo with tho. '

elds,

the six-hour day and the flve

non-union miners, a national agres~

carry out. the Bave the Union: pr
P

Afrm—dues—pa-yins—_-nlemhm,—.m&

_the Lawis_machine was_able {h geb [

influencing .  Governor

—In this_case more than any, Lhe
_ bureaucracy is revealing ils umity
_ _with_the most outspoken enemies
of labor for in_mvispnnienl of sirike

- lbaders. A |
- big movement is now rising for de-
fense—of these vietimizgd.workers.

Another glaring_cxample -is, fur-'

" nished by_the injunclion oblained
a pont h t-the |- ART oy
-Fur rs' Inlernalional from oo iy th al “F‘HHW*
~Newark, New Jersey, judge, k“nwn-fwﬁﬁ:ﬁ we-need - to. examine in de-
as the worst labor hater and anli-
Jabor_ifjunction judge in that dis-
This _injunolion. restrains
== Looal 26,-in-shiclitre Tell winger
were eleoted to,office, from  func-.
tioning as a union_and directs the
offieials to %urn_over “all business

ghip does nol wn_nl.'
n, bul he uses the eapi=,

— BY ARTHUR G JOHNSON =’
HEN the, Watson-Parker Law,
- waB being: drafted in the early

"pnoes between the’ railroad  mana-
gers and the officinls of {he sland-

~officials’ advanced many-¢xiravagant
—slaime as to what 6 tA—np

= FLIMFLAMMIN

~Tho rallway workers-are.now.

4 -(_:_maering-l that, in Li::ilnt?rpratattiqn
i3 ~ : and wpplieation of this clauge, they-
the right wing thus exposes itself, part—of tast-year—by-jointsonfer="j,, ;" LR
the most backward workers liegin
d . under no.eir- |

_ cumstances must-they permil such
~———+lrailors_lo poson i

| -ard-railway organizations;-the-union |

its, or tlieir, employes™ . = .-

: 'above-l:n'é_ntl

“dig= | “lhat-system-Honrds-be-set-up.

“in domanding that thesa boardp he_ 7/

ed- olause, - “Insisted .

The purpose of .Jie managoment”

have boon, caught In ono of the sev-
eral traps this 1aw contnins, and
that the management-is- allowed Lo

| brng Torwnr mpany - unlopsynj
“as Topresenting the-workers=— [~

“gystems  thal now - havé, eompan;

[ unjons, W
~thorailronds fnthe-country;

canstituted on 8 Bystpm ‘basis,-is =7~
.porfectly cloar, Itwill hnnhru_!ﬁoﬁ

Tifehcomprise-teprty; half
eal

—_&CCOT:

position from the mnmbmral(}ijgi =
Among other - things—and _there.
ifigs —aboyt—this—lhw-

tail—we were told that it would

_tha ’railroad manogéments lo ree-
ognize - tiieyehbsen-"representatives
of the employes”, that—adjustment,
hoards._must be ereated; to handle
thé grievances arising belween ‘the
contpanies and the men, ond further,
that .the law’ would : pravent the
: companies- f}'q_m‘ using - coérbive

! faliab _and_police_ to oust.
cleeled officerd and fnstall ‘himself.
~ An injunction judge becomes the
flnal arbiter o8 to. who' is to handle
thé-business of thé union.
:We can say, -in’ view
ts, that time is working.
I {.-wing, and={hat thess.| ¢ 8 Whe =g digng
re the.yvery last gestures of a bu- | 6n’ grievances ‘ind, dispules.

G 16— the | “The-law provides that-such-hoards |

“af ,:lh-uge

~Teaucracy Uhay iy vorrapty Lo

* core-and for which workers; in"

~industry- aro—ocettainly not | "t
H | Tiovs ot the earriors.ns’a wholg an

' The Balted Trop

Tuetment hoards and how will they

thi | “shglChe created by sgreement be-

. = |
plish-for the. workers when it be-|
came -effeptive, _as —these offieinls-
-wished to-forestall any puossible op-.

abolish company unions, and compél”| (o the setting up of these boards of
ce- | ndjustment. . . LT
Ve8| ~—For-many-

e8 st-the offorts of the |
u_ﬁ!_‘ ons 1o organize’ OTganiz ‘the-workers:——

—Tecentlytol

_work? . _The bonrgs_mpke. binding
s when. € i

“{ween any carrier or group of: ¢af=
d

[~ Lelsure for Hepeatinee———

Immedintely -following the nacl-

ment, of :(he-Jiw by Congreds,-sev-
eral confercnces were held by’ the [
_union-gxogutives, which tesulled
L {he-fosmution-of=a-30 |

et olnl-chl
represe all _ralitond

confer with {lie companics relalive

- ¥-mon i T
Jins been- goaxing the railway mai-
agaments to proceed-with the orea-
tion of these boards and. carry out
other relatéd:proylsions of (g law,
However, ug to this - tinme, all al-

-tomptéd’ megotintions-with-L1ip-com-=_
—panies-have-been—futile— We werd

n—nfficials

“ns.they-sep. it with-u

_unions.

‘ing syslem- boards

“Now when (fi regula unio
. applications for- regiorial bon)
.include all .21

through the  exigting . comp:

N

Tlﬁ?‘uﬁiﬂi‘pﬁdimanngﬁﬁfiw#
this, nan_i 1&3. .:!alélni;g;%‘gl“

van

Aagt:that C ;

'pﬂfesqd, thoy prompily bgsn
through

comipany- ogganizations,

oha-fide - organizi
o compantes. reply thal'the:
ady. agroed to: deal with
rapreseniatives™ of thelf o
nions. MR s SO

~told-by—the-union
that it was hot thought. “advidable”

“Exginat.ia the pispose of thils i |10 Make any " Maunent o (e






