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Stalin 's Russia Again Betrays 
The Interests Qf Europe's'. Jews· 

By MARY BELL 
This personal account by the liberal j.ournalist 

of The New Republic ·and 'PM (Un:dergrouml ·to 
Palestine, by I. .F. Steine. Published by Bon'i & 
·Gaer) gives the reader a v·icarioui: trip 'on the
Jew.isb underground railway to Palestine- : · artd
that is its -ma•in valu-e. I. F. ·Stone has performed 
a s.ervice, in . describing how. 'the under.ground 
works and illuminating the ,conditions of Euro­
pea:n Jews ·and · .their overwhelming desire to es­
cape the continuing · anti-Semitism arnl -pogroms 
of Eastern ·Europe by1leein'g to Palestine. . 

Stone's first stop is England. Discussions 1:bere 
convince him that the aver.a·ge Englishm·an has 
been sold the idea that further . concessions ·to the
Jews wil1 "inflame" the Arab world. 

Traveling next to an un-named French city, 
Stone makes advance arrangements for his pas­
sage with an emissary, of the Hagaiw:h, the J· ew­
ish underground. He acqui.res visas for every 
Mediterranean country, since it is not known in 
ad.vance from w.hat .p.ort he will ,eventually leave, 
and then takes the Orient Express to Germany. 
There Stone tours the Displaced Persons camps 
around Nuremburg, run largely by UNRRA and 
the Joint Distribution Committee. Most are filth;y: 
bai-racks. He is �old by one official, "If conditions· 
here were too good, they would stay on. This is 
only supposed to be a clearance center." 
'.llHE REACTIONS OF A POLISH JEW 

Irony describes these fleeing J·ews as "the sec-
·' -ond ·c1ass •of mankind" ; the bureaucratic language

of officialdom calls them "urtsuccessful rep·atria­
t�es." At a DP camp at Furth near Nuremberg -a .
Polish Jew from - Lodz tells Stone how most Jcews 
feel,. ev:en about the best of the camps : 

. "Wh_en I. look out my window, ES WERT MIR
KALT IM lfERZEN (my heart urows coui) and 
when I go with my TEPELE (1h.y [ittle pot)• -to 
get my meals, I feel as though l"ln still in- K:AT­
ZET (,concentration camp)." 

When ·Stone ·inquires of a local Stalinist official 
whether· the Jews ,can live in Germany, the reply 
is, "Es ist sehr schlecht" (it's very bad ) .  

Stone crosses the treacherous Polish-Czech 
frontier to B:1:atislava. This border is most ·aan­
gerous beeause Poland is the seat of the most 
virulent anti-Semitism. Lives of DPs are often 
purchased with cjgarette bribes fot border police. 
There are myriad stories of Jews caught by the 

• guards on this-border who defy their captors with,
"¥ ou ca•n, shoot· .ius but you can't force us to go 
hack to P-olamV' 

' Since si;_ million Jews were wiped out in. the 
war, the typical conversation with a Jewish DP 
begins, "There were twen.ty-five thousand Jews in 
Sosno:wi:ce before the war. There are -very :few left 
now . . . .  " Most of those who cross the border with 
Stone bear the tattolired concentration camp num­
ber, their badge of honor. Many are -remnants • of 
fan'li.!ies who survived the crematoria ·of Bu�hen­
wald, Auschwitz and Berg-en-Belsen. ln f,act, the 
only whole families are those which oz,iginally 
fled to Russia and have now emi�rated. 

Stone visits the refugee hospital in Anton, a 
disguised ,Czech city. "I got used to bad smells on 
the trip, but . . .  never anything to match the first 
wpiff in the hospital at Anton," he writes . .Of the 
re'fugees; "They looked and smelled bad. Most of 
the men were undersized artd underfed. The wo­
me·n .are either scrawny- or unhealthily obese. The 
eyes of the children are the eyes of' �ittle people 
un'pleasantliY adult before - their time. Men, wom�n 
and cliildren who crow,ded together· in that first 
reception ce_n�r, ragged , and unclean and· tired, 
looked like aie cast-offs of .humanity." 

PAST 'FHE 'lltON OUltTAIN 
Boartling a br.oken-down train on the fo:st lap

. of fhe flight through the "iron curtain " Stone 
rides with eleven' of.hers in a 'darkened �ompart­
ment designed tor eight, shares black bread and 
salami and gives a young girl . the first chocolate 
she's ta'sted in six years, · The train goes to the 
ghost-town of Vienna, whose rampant . anti-Semi­
tism makes it impossible for the Jews to live 
there, too. 

The next stop is somewhere in Italy, where a 
ship manned by American seamen awaits to make 
the trip to Palestine. Waiting at midnight on the 
h'each, Stone becomes involved :with the car-abinieri
and Italian legal red-tape while the ship he in­
tended to take sails with a·bout 1500 Jews. 

He manages to get aboard a second boat, 
m�nned by American Jews and amply ·supplied 
with canned goods and other needs. The Italian 
police ·-are liber.aHy fed while 1,000 refugees file 
into their berths. Two-thirds are men; only 196 
are over �hirty; all ·but a few are 1·emnants ·

of 
f.amilies: There are subbo'tniks, Ckassidim, 01:tho­
dox and non-orthodox, :from , sixteen different 
countri�s. There ar.e a few A:cyans. 

One Jew states, "I was· nexer a Jew before the 
war. ,But now that · six million Jews have •been
killed, :I will be a Jew, too." Stone describes them 
all as "socialists of one, kind or another." 

In mid-sea all passengers are transferred to 
an a·ncient Turkish freighter half the length of 
tile <_>ther vessel, after • having virtually to com­
mandee:r the .reluctant Turkish captain's ship. The 
men are forced to take turns in the airless, stink­
ing -holds where ,they are packed as on an old 
African slaver. Food and water soon give out. 
The¥ are ready to give themselves up to the 
British in exchange for food and •assistance to get 
into port, for the Turkish boat is far from sea­
worthy, J?ut the British gunboats ignore thei'r SOS 
calls. ·Finally - they make· Haifa where- they are 
sent food by 'the Jewish colony. , 
.CO.Ml>ROMISING POLITICAL PO�ITION 

After rendering thi�, faithful �nd I moving task
of reportage, Stone aa��- an "Epilogue," wherein 
he recites -his -compromising self-contr.adictory, 
'i'typioaUy libei:al c:redo for the solution of the .Jew­
ish p.roblem. He be_gins with a truism which the 
documentary .. section of bis book heavily under­
lines. "For my comrades, for the Jews waiting in 
,the D:P camps of Germany and Austria, Palestine 

is not a theory." While many he talked with would 
prefer )ife in a settled country like England or the 
United States, the.y want to go to Palestine. 

He is bitter about the British and says nothing 
can .be expected from the Bz,itish gov,ernment. He 
repeats the quotation fr.om an old Polish -Je�v 

·which appears on the frontispiece : "The Germans
killed us. The British -don't let us live." And " . . .  I
would far rather deal. with that Arab statesman
and patriot (Assam Bey) on behalf of the Jews
than wi1Ji Ernest Bevin."

Stone tells of an expected new British offensive
against Jewish. settlements and cities. "One Brit­
ish military official told a Jewish leader frankly­
] assur.e the 1·eader this is not just gossip-'The
wo�ld took the killing of six million Jews and if
we have to destroy half of Tel Aviv, the world will
take that, too.' "

Stone is well awal'e of the "politics of bak­
sheesh" the British employ in placating the Mos­
lem upper classes in the Middle East to build an
alliance against Russia, France and the -United
·States. The $300 mill1on loan that England is
asking of the United States, for example, will go
·to the Arab rulers and not into development of
the area.
STONE'S PROPOSED PALESTINE SOL�ION

Stone's proposed solution : "a bi-national Arab­
Jewish state," to be a part of a Middle East
Semitic :Federation, which will be under a ten­
yea1· international trusteeship to the Big Fow·
powers, of which Britain is one. The Arab-Jewish
state is initially to have consultative bodies and
later representative bodies .to advise the big pow­
ers administering the trusteeship. Stone would
substitute for one imperialist four imperialists,
·all of whom are interested in the oil and the sea­
routes in the Middle East and none of whom has
displayed any interest whatsoever in the problem·
of the Jews or Palestinian independence. The :lat­
ter question, Stone, too, would postpone, in typi­
cally imperialist fashion. Of Arab-Jewish unity
against British imperialism, Stone says nothing.
The implications of his "bi-nationalism" are that
the Jewish minority would have parity with an
Arab majority.

Stone, from the vantage-point of one .imperial­
ist nation, the United States, sees in perspective
the characteristics of another, Great Britain. He
cannot see the hypocritical attitude of the U. · s.

government which has not offered a haven by
opening its own doors. It is only within the • inter­
national working class movement that one can get
a true perspective on all the contending imperial­
isms, and propos� a solution that starts with the
interests of the dispossessed .

It is in this light , that the Workers Party has
formulated its key demands on the Jewish . pr-ob­
lem : Open the doors of all nations to the .Jews !
For the ousting of the British and a free Pales­
tine ! For the immediate convention of a demo-

_·cratic constituent assem.bly in Palestine based up­
on universal suffrage, the right of .all over eight-
een to vote !

By AUERT Fl�DLEY 
Mr. Molotov's statement, reported­

ly made in  secret talks with Secre­
tary Byrnes, to the effect that 'Rus­
sia is particul�rly inter.ested in Pal­
estine, has aroused consternation in 
Jewish circles. 

'The effect of this statement on all 
those who are interested -in finding 
. a 'haiVen for the remnants of a people 
· slaughter.ed by fascist terr.or, is eas­
ily ·.understood when one remembers
Russia's actions on the refugee prob­
lem.

During the war and ,in the imme­
diate post-war period, the Stalinists
shouted themselves h o a r s e as
"friends" of Zionism, in an attempt
to gain pro-Russian support amongst
the Jewish masses. However, in the
last year the inescapable conclusion
is obvious-that Russia is making a
stn�ng bid to gain influence in the
Near East, and in its game of power
politics has aligned itself with reac­
tionary politicians ·oi the Arab
world. As to the Jewish refugees
Russia is 1:ot !!Oncerned.
THE RUSSIAN ATTITUDE

On S�ptember 30, the Russian rep­
resentative on the Austrian Control 
· Commission demand·ed th'at the Al­
lies plac.e strong_ guards on the Aus­
trian borders to prevent refugees
f:rom erttering Austria. This general,
the commanding officer of Russian
occupied Austria, declared that the
main route taken by the refugees
:fr.om Eastern Europe was · through
Austria, into the American zone of
German;y and. thence by underground

'to Palestine. He demandeq. that a •
stop 'be put to this movement, and
further went on to accuse the United
States of - being an accomplice in a
"plot" to make Jews emigrate.
' This Russian general did not see 

•refu9Hs tleelng for their :lives, · he 'did
llbt ,.-e · ma9ees ·desperatelv ,seeking
D spot to ccill their •own. •No, this
"Soviet" general could see -only a
"plot."

This accusation recalls the infa­
mous statement of the British Gen­
· enrl Morgan, who openly said that
tbe refugees were well-fed and well­
financed in a "plot" to get them out
of Eui,ope. The entire civilized world
protested and General Morgan was
eventually forced to resign. Nothing,
however, has happened to ·•the Rus­
sian Gene-1·al-with the .possible ex­
ception that he ,might have b·een dec­
oratea by his polftical bosses in Rus-

introduced an amendment to the con­
stitution of the International Relie'f 
Oi:ganization that no 1·efugees be 
, permitted to enter any country. with­
out the qonsent of the governments 
of the surrounding states. Mr. Mat­
-tes dearly admitted that this propos­
al was specifically aimed at Jewish 
immigration to Palestine. The mo­
tion was defeated 'by the Anglo­
American combination, and was vot­
ed for by the A1·ab states and Rus­
sia. 

As was reportei:l in LABOR AC­
TION previously an Allied proposal, 
requiring the approval of t11e native 
populatJon of surroundi11g states for 
any immigration to any country, had 
been made .in a sub-committee by the 
Lebanese delegate. The Russian rep­
resentatives voted for it. The · stalin­
ist press then declared that the Rus­
sians were not opposed to Jewish 
immigration 'into Palestine, but bad 
been "de!!eived" by the democratic 
phrase.s of the Lebanese proposal. 
This titl}e, however, there is no apol­
ogy, but rather a justificatimt. For 
once again the line has changed.•. 

In a statem'ent on the Jewish ques­
tion recently · pµblished in the Morn­
ing F1·eiheit, the ·communist Party 
has gotten into step ·with Russian 
maneuvers in the Near East. The 
·Freiheit statement declared 

Jews not to be a nation, and ,to have .
110 interest in Palestine. Where else 
they are to go is· . left unanswered. 
Jewish immigration into Palestine is  
again denounc::ed -as a tool of Bfltish 
imperialism. The Stalinists, wno had 
begun to sound like veteran Zionists. 
now proclaim the error of their 
ways, and denounce 'their previous 
lip-service opposition to .the, impe­
rialist White Paper of 1936, as 
Browder opportunism. . 

Morris Schappes, prominent Com­
munist Party member, denounces the 
CIO resolution for the entry of the 
Jews fnto Palestine. As is customary 
with• the Stalinists, they 'attempt to 
pull so-called Marxist arguments out 
of a hat to justify their position. ,But 
twist and turn as . they may, the fact 
is that their policy is nothing but an 
adaptation to the n_eeds of Stalin's 
foreign policy in the Ne.¥ �a§t. 

F"Or a true Jij(!ll,!�t P,9,!trtlf11 ·9,ri Jew•·
is� prob,lem,, ���� �in · t'!I'.■ inly to � 1 

the �·or.�!lf-S !t�lltJ, �b.lf." r-t�tt,gnl1es 
th• 9ro"!ft� 9.f Q �1tw!,� . 11�tl!11alls111 
on� ,1i1t eiM��� sf11s!r.s -f.er, � ttr�1tory, 
a� ",thfi -'"-�ltlll'.'�t•• l{fl.D;�!!�fl� yearn­
'"·g� of G �eo,p, !•· '�"i �u,�!,i1:w" ifo 0�• 
pi:•�lilo,I! C!i!I� c!,IJf.r.f1tt!�J�tl�t!1.'' which / 
"•��fl!l,il!�' �•l� �,�.o.rt, ·ti.« �f!i1ht of 
!lltffll\!r,1!�D e.¥e,i:;��·,r!I, . , 1��Judln9
· P�lts}lti�. C!q� "l'�Jp"it tlvt� �!l\l�rt t� 
t�• r.es1,t�1,1�, tm),'(�!ft"t.l!t t1,1 ·•�1'•tlne.

' 

Frenth Socialists Co111h·t_ 
fn �rlimentar1 Mvddl•

I 

By JACK ARTHURSON 
PARIS, De!c. 7-0nly .if the Commu­
nist Party is in the governmf.!nt will 

fore as the then 'leading p_arty.. · pouin 
·a<lded that' t'he -C:;-P · tofiiry ' is both
"national and democratic."

Socialists · enter any ·new French te- liP LOSES MASS aASE 
gime, decided the French SocialiSt In the Resistance movem:ent :and
Party a-t its December 5 Pa.ris meet- in the re-emergence of the ·General
i:ng, by a v·ote of 2,242 to 2,i45, with Confederation of Labor (CGT) the
55 abstaining. • CP had skilfully pushed o·ut -both the Whi'le the ·see-saw bar.gaining, Socialists and Jou}laux syndicalist 
char.acteristic of French governmen- leaders from control. Without a ciose 
tal . struggles is continuing, to •deter- link with the CP, the SP of France ' 
mine whq is to be presiden�, ·both ha-s no mass base among workers, , 
Georges Bidault of the right wing and is adrift among a mass of petty 
bourgeois MRP Catholics a:nd Mau- -bourgeoi£ supporters, as the -loss of
rice Th�ez ·of the CP, despite al- 1,000,000 votes in a year of electio11s most ,ananimous SP ·support, were demonst·rates. 
rejected by the National Assembly 
for lack of a major.ity. Paris wits Against joint action with the CP 
have suggested electing Harry S. were former M��ister o':f the ' !l'r!.!as-

'Fruman as ·P,resident of France ·ury Andre Philip, followed by . M.• • Depreux, Socialist Minister of the

U . • S. STILL DOMINATES THE PHILIPPINES, 
·siJ. • • • 

In the beginning of November, 
1946, P·ra.v.da :published an . open at­
tac).t Of.l 'th1.1 ad.m.issjon of J-ews to 
,Palestime. I-ts ed.itor.i�l ,correctly de­
nounced President T,rumaTi's Teasons 

1iowc�oi:, , the, ,re�J • . 5+r�99le ! • ,0:Yfr ·" Interior who sa'id the · SP sbt>uid.tile 'preslde-nc:y · j s  )ujt taking l'l�ce . in W· rest l�ad�rsliip: of' trie mass move­the National Assem.bly where neither n1ents from CP control. Dani�l May­of tlfe �venlv mah:hed t,ig p�rtles- er, fol'mer • Secretary Geriei:al of the �'. ·e111d ·MRP-con pt. a mal11rit.y; no� party agree'd, as did Leoii mum. 
Is U taklnt pierce In ·Montmal'tr• ·loke · , . .. , 
m111s. n rs •In • the raaks · of the ffa• N ev.ertheless, . following. the pro-

By C"!A�L�S STEWART 
AJil over 1;he woitld i�r-mer. outright coloniaJ de­

,peondencies ·aJ."e 'being g'iven ."indcipe· l\defice.'' .. Tne
·reality , is otherwise-the .grants of indepepdence

, are 'pur-ely fo;r,mal ; the eco11omic cont�ls aN ev.en 
• tighter than before and · tti\! political ·�g'imes set -

up continue to be servants of' the tradltion'ai im­
perial overlords. The United States was the first
to drop the mailed�fist in favor of t'he ·glov.ed eco­
nomic strangehold on its former colonies. An an­
alysis of the recent EiXf)eriences of the 'PhiJippine
Islands will therefore .enab.Je one ,to get an insight
into the situation not' only of the Philippines . aRd
Latfn America, but of Egypt, China, india, Syria,
Lebanon, the Near East, and the Far East--the 
traditional areas of open imperial brigandage.

The ancient Spanish Empire, whic)l held sway 
. over the PhHippine Islands for over fou.r hundred 
years, ruled ove1· them accord-ipg to the traditional 
theory of MercantHism. The Philippines, suffer­
ing the effects of a severe military dictatorship 
unde1� a governor-general was to h'e !a ,aour-ce :of 
raw materials for the "mother" country, a sou.rce 
of gold and sih,er -bullion , and a market for what­
ever fin'i.shed goods Spain wanted to ship over. 
The feudal relations, -especially in the land, where 
tbe Spanish Caciques owned tremendous ,pianta­
tions, were canied over to the modern era and 
the pattern still exists on the islands. 

The impoverishment of the FH.ipinos b.y .their 
Spanish oppressors brought into existence a 
movement for national independence. This move­
ment for liberation coinc1ded with the stra.tegic 
¥iews of that school in the U. S. Navy w,hich :fol­
lowed the naval bases scheme of Captain Alfr.ed
Mahan. In  her war with Spain t'he U.  S. appearea
on the scene as the '"liberator" of Cuba and the 
Philippines. Simuitaneous wifill tp,e ,bla5,ti!l\g ,of 
the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay by Admiral
Dewey, Emiliano Aguinaldo and the Filipino na­
tionalist forces were hoisting down the imperial
flag of Spain .and declaring for a Filipino Re­
public.

U., S. RUNS THE ISLANDS 
The U. S. Navy and the quickly educated 

American businessmen had ·other ideas about free­
dom and in the treaty that settled the Spanish 
American War, the U. S. paid Spain the sum of 
$20 million for the Philippine islands. Thereafter, 
began thr.ee years of the most savage :a,nd brutal 
suppression of Agufoaldo and his followers. The 
Filipinos were to learn that the only freedom to 
be established -on their islands w.ould be tM ·free­
dom of American ·business and finance to rule in 
place of the Spaniards. 

Beginning with the Wilson Administration 
vague promises of independence • were given. The 
Jones Organic Law of 1'916 -stated : "It is1 as it
always has been, the purpose of the people u1 the 
. U. · s. to \J.'.ithdraw their -severeignty • over the · 
Philippine Islands· and to recognize their inde­
pendence as soon as a stailile gcn.,ermn.ent could lie 
established therein.'' (My emphasis-C. S.) 

of independence made this past Julj 4th? Is the 
fulfillment of the Tydings-McDuffie Act of 1934 
real independence? 

I 

The people of the- 7,000 Phlllpplne 1slands num-
�er H m1ilfo11. The bulk of these people �re peons, 
UUt•rate, )II-fed, ill-housed, 111-cl�d. Most of them I ,�. • 

llve In one-room shacks on the avera9e peasant 
wa9e of 1 5  cents a day. According to a Senate 
Committee Report: "The Income of a FHipino fam• 
Hy ·of four, avera9es only $75_ a year, about $20 of 
·w1tfch 9oes 1or 'faxes."

According to the 1939 census of the 17 minion
peo,p1e, only .:so.,0'00 filed income tax reports and
only !J;ooo paid any income taxes at all. According
to this same census :two-thirds of the · people over
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In February 1924 President Coolidge told a 
visiting delegation 01 Filipinos : "It is to be 
doubted whether . . .  it would ·be possible for the 
people of the islan�s to maintain an tnd�p�nden� 
place m the °Viorlil . . . .  " • ,. • • 

• ' What theii is the meaning of the formal grant 
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' .. . . ...... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.. .. . . . .. '" . ,� . . . . . . 

20 years of ag:e received no education at all ; two­
fifths of those who attended school advanced no 
higher than the fourth g,r.ade. Less than 60 per 
cent of the pop,ulation can read or write in any 
language or dialect. 

HOW IMPERIALISM WORKS 
The key to the understandi-rtg of these condi­

tions after 50 years of American control lies in 
the pattern of the economy- set up .under the ·guid­
ance of an imperialist policy. The base of Philip­
pine economy is the huge export trade. These ex­
ports are ' principally 1,µ,gar (raw and refined ) ,
eocon-ut products, a:baca · (manila hemp ➔ ,  tobacco
products and embroideries. For 25 years over 50 
pe1· ·cent of the total foreign trade was with the 
U. S. In 1932 the · total tra'de of the Philippine 
Islands amounted to 350 million Pesos. (The value 
of the Peso is pegged two to the U. S. dollar.) Of 
this sum 190 million Pesos were exports. Seventy-
seven per cent of the total 'trade was with the 
U. S. Eighty-seven per cent of 'all exports were 
s·old in the :American market. Sixtysfive per cent -
cif all irnpoi•ts came from the U. S. Sugar, coconut 
oil, cigars, .scrap and ·filler tobacco all equalled 
71

5 per cent of the total exports for that ye·ar. Of
these '99 p·er cent 'went to the U. :S. 

These quoted figures together with the signifi­
cant informatJon that in 1941

° 
the total U. S. in­

vestments in the Philippines amounted to over 
one-quarter o'f a billion dollars, reveal the reasons 
for the impoverishment of ·the Fili,pinos. Except 
for -a small group of feudal landowners, business­
men, and export-import agents (compradores) ,  the 
mass of the populati.on is dooll'.led to pov.e11ty, ig­
norance, and disease. The va1uable export trade of 
these primary agi:icultural commodities bas main­
tained the huge sugar-cane plantations, tobacco 
fields, coconut wor.kings where a depressed labor 
force earns· very 1itJ;le moJJe than to keep alive. 
Th:is emphasis · on cultivation for export has 
caused the Philippine Islanders to import rice to 
supplement the meager fish diet. The export sys­
tem has prevented the · divers'ification of cro,ps for 
healthier, balanced diets. The S)'s1!em has aiso pre­
.vented the urbanization arid industr.ialization of 
the islands, even though the islands abound in 

• for demanding the admission of
100,000· Jews to Palestine as tbe de­
sire of American c·apitalism to ex­
pand its i-nfluence in the Near East, 
:and fol"""the purp:oses of domestic 
electioneering . and ·vote-getting. But 
wha'i Pravda forgot to mention was 
the elementary democratic and so­
cialist demand for free immigration 
to aU nations. It went e:ven further 
and declared that "Jewish immigra­
tron is an infringement on Arnb 
.r,igh'ts"-'a s-tatement calculated to 
stop J.ews from entering Palestine. 

Qn December 12, 194-6, at a meet­
ing of the Economic and Social Com- · 
mittee of the U. N., Mattes, delegate 
from Russian controlled Yugoslavia, 

t,onal Council o'f the SP that the pres- posal of the Secretal'y· Genera'!, _ Guy ' 
ldent i1 'being sel!)cttd. Fo'r tht SP Mollet, the SP voted 3,1�1 . to 8!� oo
.holds t1ie •balance of power In the support CP leader Maur!ce Thor-
N'Cltlonal Assembly. 

• ez's bid fo,r _.th: pr�sidency:' Th<?rez
. . . . lost. The Socialists .voted to enter the 

I,n a b1!ter, �ll-mg�t session of �he new government only if the CP was 
SP s. Nat·1onal Oou:�cil on Il�c. 4, lm- in it. Part of 'the Paris' press c1aitned
pass1orred arguments for unity of ac- that since combined SP and CP 'votes 
tion or opposition to the CP were �ould not •elect Thorez in �ny ev�nt, 
made. the SP was only making � :friendly 

Felix Gouin, SP leader and former gesture in supporting a certain loser. 
pr.emier, said : "The masses Would However, as the dispute in · the 
never forgive the Socialists for not SP's National Council indicates, this •
doing fol· '1'horez what they had is no mo1·e a vote-counting problem.
thought it their duty· to do for Bi- The SP is before the most severedault.'' He was 1·eferring 'to SP vot- crisis it has faced since ' Paris was
ing for Bidault when he was first s�tzed froni the Germans in 4-ugust, 
selected . premier after the June 2, l944.electiofls brought the MR·P to th9 

A SOCIALIST XMA-S GIFT! 

Without a mass base in the 6,000,-
000-man CGT, it is forc.ed to cooper­
ate with the CP or lose its feeble·· 
connections ·with workers. With the 
CP it is steadily we11kened as its .pol­
jcy of · attempting to balance betw,een 
the MRP rig}JJ and the CP left �as 
led it to its most caj;a.strophic Jpss 
of votes and of mass confidence- in 
the 'November 1 0  elections wnere it  
dropped 24 seats · in the National 'As� 
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STALIN� by Leon Trotsky 
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$TALEMAT� SITUArJON 
Since ne.ith.er CP · l;lor -MR:P can - get 

a majority fo1; Th·orez;;or· ·BHiault re­
spectively, and all�other :parties in 
France fear. a CP president, the de­
cision rests largely with the Social­
ists. It appears the Sociai.ists !)lay 
h;iVe to furnish the next p-resident of 
Fu:nce w:hich w:iH thereby only �on'-
1'i-nue their role of center pa-r.ty, �uf­
feted between the huge CP and ;the 
strong MRP. Already the SP leaier, 
Vincent ·Auriol, had · to be selected as 
head of the National Assembly, i:n a 
compromise betw·een CP and MflP. 
For five years of presidency thi$ is 
not a very hopeful prospect. 

iron, copper, manganese, and chromium ore. 
Paul V. 'McNutt, testifying before the House ! '

Send us ihe addresses to which' yo.- want .your 9ifts 

,mailed, togfther with remittance. 

Unquestio.nably· the <;P wou!d �UP• 
port G Socialist candidate for pr-.s1-
dent wh� would be t�eir· hostage �for 
the SP and CP hav.e loinecl together to 
v�te do�n strikes re,eate·dly� lr,pve 
svpported Increased produc'tfon, • ra• 
fi.on�llzaflon cin� spe�d-up, *lt�out 
ajfettlng fly-awGy -prices; ' have . · to• 
gether • permitted tapltall,t ; share• 
1iohlers to re-ceive 'dlvl�en-cb - ,�ck 
In nationalised ·industry, In · per.p_etJfy;
hav_e support.ed ml lltary consc�lpti�n: 
have· fougfl't to retcilil the �.-.�ch.:Em;
pil"e and ,made no re.al -proteil •gainst 
Fre'nch imperial ' troops m·ur.dering". I■• 
do-Chinese; have , delli'Ci'nded the S'aar • 
J)asl11 from .Germany; · and �ave �•P·
po,:ted the Nuremberg· trials. 

Ways and Means :Committee on the Philippine ' 
Trade Act in 1946, stat-e'd : 

f 
·We shull anno11nce �our 19if.t on a special Chl'.istrn.,as 

Card, .pay -all post-aCJe �nd .send a receipt to_ you. 

i 

: 
• JThis Qtfer �olds Good for Any Bo_ok .in Sfoclc. Send for 

"In the Philippines ·the national economy was 
geared . before the war entirely and com,plete!.Y t�, 
export trade . .And 95 pH ·cent of that export trade 
was with the . U. S. £xcept for rice a11d fish wtilch
clre locally consumed, 98 per cent of all other pro­
duction In the Philippine, amounting -to $266 mll­
lion Is produced for export . . . .  And I ml9ht and 
should say �ere that we, th..U. S., managed It that 
way. We are responsible- for the dependency of the·

Philippines on the American market. -Our ln1slness­
men and our statesmen In past year� a!lowed the 
Philippines to become R compl.ete economic depen• 
dency' of the U. S. to a greater ' d1t9re• . tha■ any
1i11gle state of the union is,- economlcalty depH.dent 
on the rest ·of the II. S." 

• . I 

f Our New.,. ReYised L.isf of Marxist literature. I 

LABOR ACTION BOOK SER-VICE 

4 COURT SCi)UARE,
. 
LONG ISLAt:ID CITY 1, NEW YORK 

(Seco:nd part · 'l1;_ill ap�r•next week) i 

The pressure on the SP is growiqg; 
heavier, as the par:ty is b·elfrg furn. 
with dissension at the to}> and1at1:'the,
b�ttom. On either ro.ad�(?.OP�ra�on 
with or battle against the Stalinfats 
-the SP .of Franc.e 'becau�.e · furlda-- 'mentally it supports Frerfoh" iniR,er� 
alism; . .faces /1- black future, 6 • �\ • 

' . 

-·

�; 
t ' ' 

' I 
' ·1 

• •• J 
, i', I 

,. 

., 

• I

J 

ti 

!•, 1 

1 

4 -� 

�' l • 1 

I 
• j

0 


