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-AFTER KIBYA, GAZA:
Israel Suffers Another Defeat

.By AL FINDLEY 
Fighting on the Arab-Israel border is once more on the front pages, 

this time involving the Egyptian and Israeli troops. At least 37 Arabs 
and 8 Jewish soldiers died, and there were also a number of civilian 
deaths. 

iations" and "tension" as a bar to the 
Israeli government's diplomatic· aiins. 

Israel's cur;ent diplomatic .
. 
aitn is 

either a new and stronger guarantee of 
its borders b.y each of the Big Three, or 
inclusion in a Western-sponsored mili­
tary alliance. This sho,vs how far its 
foreign policy has changed in the last 
few years. 

There is. no doubt in the mind of this writer that Egypt is right in 
its charge that in the immediate issue the guilt for the main battle and 
for the "deaths in the Gaza fighting 
_falls on Israel. The attack on the 
army post in Gaza was deliberate 
and planned and had little or no 
connection with the series of other 
border incidents. 

At the· same time, thel'e is also no 
doubt in my mind that Israel is correct• 
in laying the basic cause tQ the state of 
war that the Egyptian rulers perpetuate 
and to th.e continued tensions and border 
incidents. 

The oct WQS a show of strength by 
Israel that was plQ.nned as both a refall­
otor.y act and a "bold"' move In the game 
of power politics. In this case the term 
power politics should be taken literally. 
The attack on Ga1a took place ca few days 
ofter the return of David len-Gurion to 
the post of defense minister, and It  beal'"s 
liis -trade mark. The ,o-called moderate 
and dlplomciticeilly oriented Sha.rett pro.b• 
ably refvsecl to carry out tfiis. "bold" plan 
unless the chief himself took direct re• 
sponsiltility, and this he did. 

Ben-Guri9n 1·etfred from the goveri:i­
rnent a while· back for many reasons, not 
the least of .which was the Kibya inci­
dent, when Israeli 'troo1>s attacked an 
A1·ab viilage and indiscriminately killed 
:men, women and children. The Kibya 
outrage organized and carried out by 
Ben-Gurion turned out to be the greatest 
def.eat for Israel on the diplomatic front 
and, more· important, <li-astically under­
mined s�pport for Israel in wo1·ld public 
opinion and aroused tremendous indig­
nation among- the ,Arab masses, �any of 
tlie Jewish Zionist writers who defended 
the -Kibya massacre at the time it oc­
cutted 1ater agreed wHh such ' an analy­
•is a.nd decried the tremendous harm 
that it had done. 

Ben-Gurion retired fo Sdeh Boker un­
der tlie cloud of Kibya, and has emerged 
in the "glory" of Gaza. 
BEM-GIJR1ON RIDES 

It is true that Gaza is not Kihya, in 
the sense that no indiscriminate mas­
sacre was · involve<l, that the main targ�t 

·was a military one; and �t fa also true
that the Israelis t1ndoubtedly considered 
themselves provoked by Egypt's exect1-
tion of two Jews ( whose crime was prob­
ably only that they were Zionists ) as 
well as by continued bo1·der incidents : 
bu:t e'ven if this is said, the real question 
is this : Outside of satisfying some emo·­
tional need for revenge, what ,vill such 
acts of retaliation accomplish even from 
the ·narrower point of view of· Israel's 
interests?,, 

• In general, retaliation, whether by­
Jews ,ot: • Arabs, it is claimed, �11 "teach 
the enemy a lesso11" and so stop the bor­
der incidents. The history of Arab-Jew­
ish relations has long ago disproved this 
'"'theory. Outside of satisfying ideas of 
"honor," it · has aceomplished nothing. 
For a solution to the Arab-Jewish 'strife, 
we must look elsewhere. 
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In .the Gaza incident, there were other • 
and broader motives involved. Ben­
Gurion probably rea.soned that with the 
current ' breakup of the Arab League, a 
show of strength, a hammer-blow fol­
lowed by negotiations, col:!ld open the 
path to a peace settlemeIJt. A s�cond 
and more important motive may have 
.been the gamble that, by repeating the 
1945-i!S policy of "strength," he would 
prove to the West that it must reckon 
with Israel if it is to stabilize and or­
ganize the· Near East into its camp 
against Russia. 

· What have been the actual results of
the Gaza event? 

It has not had thf planned effect ·on 
the E9yptian rulers, and above all it has 
not Increased the desire for peace among 
the Arab people: The contrary has hop­

, pened, It has, aroused tfte Ara.b rank and 
"ftle a11d embittered th.em more than waf 
necessary. TIie blc,-ody riots that took 
place in Gaza fl a replt of the Israeli 
attack were not mClllipulatelt from above 
but were a spontaneou. reaction, 

Without popular grass-1·oots p.ressure, 
no Arab government has any desire for 

• peace with Israel. The .Israeli govei·n­
ment, instead of acting to create such
sentiment, has played into the hands of
the A.rah rulers, and lias given them
propaganda weapons to smother the_
weak sentiments for peace tha.t do exist.
No Arab government, precisely bec;ause
all of them are so unstable, will now
dare to move toward. peace with Israel.

POLrcy A DUD
'J'.he hope that a show of �tJ:ength

would force the West to inch1de lsl'ael
in their military plans also backfired.
Isi·ael ha� some cal·ds to_ play to counte1·
the • Arabs! numbers, stt'.ategic position,
and oil, in the game of power politics :
bt1t not enougli.. It needs the support of
public opinion to sway the scales to its
side. Until now Israel had a lot of pub­
lic sympathy, but the government is fast
destroying its fund of good y;iJI.

The result has been that a deputy as­
sistant secretary of the State Depal't,-
1nent was able to destroy any hopes of 
the Israeli politicians for military help
by citing nothing more than "Arab re-

The state started out with a policy ·of 
complete lndepe11de11ce from either of the 
imperialist blocs; then it shifted to a pol• 
Icy of cooperation with the Western comp 
but was against lde11tlficotlon with any 
bloc; then It went on. to greater and 
9reater lnte9ration with f'he West; a11d 
now It is 011 Jts hands and knees begging 
and pleading to. be takeil in as an ally by 
tlle· •nwilllng big powen . 

While ISI·ael's foreign policy has 
changed, the basic premise on which it 
was built Temains. the same, namely, ori­
entation toward reliance on the big pow-­
ers. This was true from the start. The 
Israeli leaders had no perspective o.{ 
composing their differences with the in­
habitants of their region but looked to 
the outside for s·upport . 

At first they hoped for support from 
both the Stalinist and capi_talist powe1-s. 
As the cold war developed, tw-0 groups 
(Hashomer Hatzai-r -and Achduth Avo. 
dah ) began look�g te the Rus.sians, 
while the other ·parties moved toward 
Washi1igton. 

The Russians soon disappointed their 
supporters and, by wooing the Arabs and 
attacking the .Zionists, drove the majo1·­
ity or J·ews over to the Western camp's 
side. Only pro-Stalinist doctrinaire 'rig­
idity kept the Hashomer ,and Achduth 
Avodah loyal to Russia (to some ex­
tent) .  The double game of the Weste1'.n 
powers aroused misgiving$. among their 
supporters, but, having no hope for an 
alternative policy, they kept throwing 
themselves into the arms of , the West, 
only to be rebuffed and to feel 'doubly

,isolated. • • 

It Is · true that thit way' to p�ace' be­
twee11 Israel �11d the Arabs Is a long and 
hard one, and there are no easy answers; 
but reliance on the big powers has al­
ready proved that it will not lead to 
peace. The !)nly realfstic alternative _ left 
Is a radical turn in the direction of culti­
vating the peoples of the region and espe• 
cially the . Arab peoples, and to s..it allies 
from amon9 them, to build a desire for 
peac:e among the people. 

Such a peace is absolutely necessa1·y 
for both the p'hysical existence and the 
well-being of Israel and _for the rise in 
the standard of living of the Arab mass­
es and the development of progressive 
movements in their midst. 

' Jim Crow Front - -

fContln11ed from P•t• 21  
time we ·point out that, musically speak­
ing, the tempo would be a lot faster if 
the orchestra was cfianged. 
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WHO'S "UNEMPLOYABLE"? 
Governor Stratton of Illinois wa-s told 

last week that an .increase in residence 
requirements would have little effect in 
lowering the state's public assistance 
rolls. 

The director of Cook County's (i.e., 
Chicago's) department of welfare, R. M. 
Hillia1·d, said in a letter to the governor 
that such a "quack remedy" would orily 
"make people suffer, create needless ad­

to the city. His mission was based on a 
similar claim. 

Stratton and Rose both have.said that 
the migrants are mostly "unemployable" 
(due to alleged illiteracy and lack of 

skill) , and Rose claimed that this par• 
ticularly applies to the Negro migrants. 

Hilliard agreed that the relief prob­
lem is serious, but he said an increase . in 
residence requirements would not help 
mattet·s. F-urther, he added, New York 
with no residence requirements increased• 
its caseload by only 15 per cent last year 
-as opposed to Chicago!s increase of 86
per c·ent despite the one-year residence
law all'eady in eff.ect. 

T!ie "u11employable" ·slander was an­ministrative expense arid confusion, in-
vite fraud and throw an unbearable swered by Hilliard's statement that the 
financial load on the private charitable· average peno11 -stays on reUef in Chl�ago 

for only four mo�1. Moreover, he added,. agencies . .for the state.,,, the tide of immlgrotlon from the South This letter was written in response to 
Stratton's recent statement indicating wo11ld not be halted or retarded by the 
that he may 1·ecommend an incl'ease in proposed change. . 

• 

the r�sidence .requirement (from one to We would suggest to Stratton that the 
three years) before a person may become mass Negro migration to Northern in­
eligible for public aid in the state. dustl'ial centers is one of the major facts 

The. controversy al'ose out of the llli- . of life in the U. S. today, and the ·mi­
nois P1_1bllc Aid Cominiuion's announce- �rants come seeking better jobs and 
ment of a 10 pel' ce.nt cut in relleJ aid: . more .freed,om to live as human beings-
a brutal- blow to people already. living on not relief. Logic impels us to think that 
a bare subsistence level. Stratton perhaps favors setting up "1·es-

Alvin Rose, Chicago Welfare Commis- e!'vations" of Negi·oes in the South. 
sioner, blamed migrants from Southern For his reactionary· purposes he does 
states for the large city relief i-oll and well to stick to discussing "unemploy­
placed - heavy. emphasis on a claim that ables" ; he can thus temporarily avoid 
Negroes comprise 75 • per cent of the discussing iine11iploy1nent., 1t problem 
56,000 on relief .in. Chicago as of the 1st which the social system he represl!nts · 
of March. . cannot ·permanently- solve and which may· 

L A B O R · A C T I O N  

S H A C H T M A N  TO U R  

OBERLIN 
By TIM WOHLFORTH 
OBERLIN, 0., Mar. l0-M11x Shacht­
man spoke at Oberlin College today on 
"Peace Through Coexistence?" to a large 
and lively audience of 75 students, of all 
political complexions, including some 
ROTC members. 

Shachtman started by pointing out the 
signifie!ance of Gei·many to the necessi:iry 
unification of Europe. This unification, 
which must come, could ·occur eit-her un­
der reaction;iry auspices, as in the two 
world wars, or under prog1·essive aus­
pices, that is, under the leadership of 
the working· class. 

The ISL national chairman then turn­
ed to the subject of Stalinist Russia, to 
discuss - the role it would play in- the 
possible unifi�ation • of Germany. He 
pointed out the basic weakness of · the 
regime, as illustrated by the fl.imsines!:; 
of its economic and political foundations. -
He underlined the unpopajarity • of the 
regime as shown by its need f!>r police· 
methods to maintain itself and by the. 
unprecedented number of desertions to 
the enemy in·- World War II. 

Because o! these internal weaknesses 
the Stalinists n� peace, peace based . on : 
the present imperialist division ol -the · 
world, not a. peace based on the 1·ight of· 
self-det'ermination of the world's p�:ples. 
The latter would be a death-blow to the·· 
i.:egime, as the Stalinists themselves ·deny 
this right to the masseir they rule .. 

Coming back to Germany, he showed 
that :Russia do�s not want German: re­
unification, fot sbe herself has confrs­
cated large sections of German territory 
directly 01· through satellites. F-urther'"° 
more, the emergence of a united socialist 
Germany would make the .Russian Stal­
inist regime politiettllY shaky. 

Turn-ing to the U. S., he called atten­
tion to the • anti-democratic Tole Wash­
ington is playing in the world today. The 
U. S. policy of denying self-determina­
tion is not only morally and politically 
reactionary, but it is suicidal. The 
world's peoples will not fig·ht for "Ame1,i­
can freedom" ; they will fight only for 
their own freedom . .  The U. S. tells them 
we must deprive them of their .freedom 
in orc;ler to def1md our f�l!dO:m. 1:!}is )tind • 
of open ctiauvfnism only drives them into 
the arnis of the Stalinists. This · i;; why • 
America is losing the cold war. 

During,tlie question period, several stu-
dents tried to defend Amerlc11n foreign · 
policy. In final analyai_s each of them end­
ed up with a purely chauvinl_stic rationali-. .  
Htlon for American h11perialism: 'fie n�d 
the bases! This rationalilatlon did not 
satisfy the audlet1ce and did not even 
seem to satisfy its propo11ents . . . 

One student t:elt the colonial peoples 
were politically "sophisticated" en·ough 
to govein themselves ; he felt the Com­
munists would take over the .minute in­
dependence was given. Shachtman a.skeil 
him the fundamental democr,a.tic .ques­
tion : "Who shall decide when they are 
politically sop,histicated?" 

The student was unable to answer . . 
Sitting next to him was a stude11t from • 
a colonial country, who _pointed out to 
his "politically sophisticated friend" that • 
all of his statements on the colonial areas 
• and .their abilit'y to govem themse�ves
we1·e completely . untrue. , 

Thus the audience we.re able to. judge · 
the mer:its of this "Standard American 
Version" of chauvinism, and expressed 
their choice of the democratic alterna. tive 
by giving Shachtman a tremendous ova­
tion. 

READING, P11. 
READING, Pa., Mar. 5-A small but at­
tentive audience of workers heard Max . 
Shachtman, ISL national ,chairman, dfs::. 
CU$S the politics of the world . struggle 
between Russi.in and Am.erican. · imperial-
ism, at the Labor Lyc�um. . 

Shachtman stressed Germany's impor- • 
tance as "key to the. Eu1'opean. ·situation" 
and Rt1ssia's- fear of a socialist Ger- · 
many, the reactionary' foreign • policy
which the America·n ·camlJ tries to coun­
te:rpose to Russia's threat, and the need 
for a Thfrd Camp. 

YOU'RE INVITED 

to speak i/OU'I" mind in the letter coluffUI 
of Labor Action. Our poliOJI ,ia to pu.6�1' � 
letters , of general political' intff'eat; ,.;_'. 

,anlu,a oi �ws. Keep- tk.,,._ , to· , �; 

..,,._ ·:�: Rose .flew to Puerto Rico last year ·in find its "relief" in a very sp_ecfal form 
an efl'oz,t to lialt. Puerto":Rican . migration of, "public .,assistance,•�- ,- . • , 
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