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The “Histadru
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% By J. B. (Jerusalem).

According to the report of its
Executive Committee, the ‘“General
Jewish Labor Organization” (Hista-
druth) ‘has about 25,000 members.
Such a large number of organized
workers would, in view of the small-
ness of the population of Palestine
and the weak development of capital-
ism in that country itself and in the
neighboring countries, signify an al-
most invincible power, 1f this organ-

ization really represented workers
employed in big industry and if it de-
fended the class interests of the
workers. But as a matter of fact
over a third of the members of the
Histadruth are workers who hove

| only recently immigrated from vari-

ous European countries, are cntirely
without work and are living on the
support provided by the Zionist or-
ganization (five shillings per head
per week); another third of the mem-
bers belong to the co-operatives fi-
nanced by the Zionist organizations,
and only a small number of the

earners, the greater part in small un-
dertakings or in the Jewish agricul-
tural colonies.

In addition there is the fact that
the leaders of the Histadruth are
Zionist socialists of various tenden-
cies, who have an eye more to the in-

terests of the workers, and, instead

.1 of helping the class struggle of the
- {Jewish and Arab workers against im-

perialism and the employers, have
made it their programme ‘‘to realize
Zionism by means of close co-opera-
tion with the leaders of the Zionist
organizations.”

In accordance with this policy the
third Congress of the “Histadruth,”
which was held from 5th to 22nd of
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ism was on the way to being realized
and what conclusions the
druth” must draw for its future work.
in view of the disaster which Zion-

the leaders of Histadruth were ob-
liged to admit that “at present it is
bankrupt.” The most prominent lea-

same time an outstanding Zionist

the slogan: “Zionism in our days” is
a Utopia which must be fought.

leaders endeavoured to hold out big
bers. Not one of them was able to

wide-scale continuation of Zionist
plans for the liquidation of unemploy-
ment and increasing colonization ac-
tivity. Thuas there remained nothing

tones to the petty-bourgeois ro-
manticism of the Histadruth mem-
bers, to whom was recommended
“blind faith” in the Zionist ideals of
the Histadruth leaders and “fidelity
to the Zionist flag,” in spite of every-
thing—in one world: “Hold out for the
fatherland!”

What the Zionist majority of the
“Histadruth” Congress was unable to
give to the Jewish workers in the way
of concrete solutions of their vital
questions (which are no longer to be
found within the circle of ideas of
Zionism), they sought to make up by
demagogic attacks on the eight dele-
gates of the Workers’ Left. The lat-
ter had attempted to draw the at-
tention of the Congress to the real
measures which are possible and ab-
solutely necessary for the workers,
the adoption of which would neces-
sarily involve the discarding of reacs
tionary Zionist ideology, and the
transformation of the “Histadruth”
into a real workers’ organization,

The essence of the speeches of the
“Left Bloc” was that for the

else to do but to appeal in various |

Histadruth members are actual wage-

terests of Zionist policy than the in-

July in Tel-Aviv, was entirely dom-'
inated by the question whether Zion-'

“Hista- |

ism has suffered in the last two years |

der of “Histadruth,” (he is at the!

leader) Dr., Arlosoroff, stated that!
I politically

‘adopted unanimously. Althou the.
It was in vain that various other! % o

propose any concrete measures for a

proverty-striken and suffering Jewish
masses, the course to be pursued was
not that of linking up with imperial-
ism and Zionism, be it in the hope of
obtaining a w crumbs from the
table of the Zionist bourgeoisie or be
it in the hope of “an elementary pro-
cess” which would cause Jewish big
capital to flow to the promised land.
The way out' is rather to be sought
in the community of interests with
the Arab masses who are being led
> Arab national movement into
wancipatory struggle against
imperialism, which movement is be-
ing promoted more and more by the
economic development and which is
being forced upon the population

isely 12 to the policy of the

This argumentation, which was
backed up by numerous facts and
figures, was urged against the Zion-
ist lJeaders. It was answered by a
furicus and shallow incitement, which
endeavored to discredit the protagon~

ists of Communist idealogy by such
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expressions as “traitors;” “enemies
of the people” ete. The proposals, in
accordance with which the “Hista-

druth” will continue to follow in the
wake of Zionism, were then adopted
by a large majority. .

At the same time it must be ze-
marked that the Congress of the
‘Histadruth” was this time in many
respects an improvement on the two
former Congresses of this organiza-
tion, held in 1920 and 1923; It was
to be noted that the mood of many
Jewish workers is no longer in har-
mony with the homilies of the Zionist
leaders, and the latter were compelled
under the pressure of the members of
the “Histadruth,” to accept a number
of resolutions which have very little
in common either with Zionism or the
reformist policy ‘pursued hitherto.

Arab workers were admitted for the
first time to the Congress, though of
course not as members with equal
rights but as guests. For the first
time decisions were adopted recom-
mending the organizing of the Arab
workers. A protest against the
monstrous sentence of 3 to 11 months
hard labor passed by a British judge
on participators at a peaceful uneme
ployed “demonstration, as well as
against the deportations, which are
becoming more and more frequent, of
suspected workers, was

’

question of war danger was deleted

(from the agenda (owing to lack .
prospects before the Histadruth mem- | . x ol %

time), a resolution calling for main-
tenance of peace was adopted, as well
as another demanding release of Sacco
and Vanzetti and the abolition of the
death penalty, which is enforced in &
particularly brutal manner by the
mandatory government in Palestine.

With regard to the Soviet Union,
a resolution was adopted welcoming -
the Russian Revolution and the splen-
did colonization work of the
government in settling working Jews
on the land. (As an “anti-dote”
there followed a sharp protest against
the “persecution” of Zionists and Bo-
cialists in the Soviet Union, and the
assertion that the colonization work
of the Soviet government cannot
solve the Jewish ‘question).

It would be a great mistake to
overestimate the political resolutions
of the Histadruth leaders. But the
contrast between these resolutions
and the nationalistic talk of the
Congress, and its other decisions, the
appearance of the “Left Bloe” an
the Arab workers—all this is an i
portant symptom of the great ge
of feeling among the mass of the
Histadruth membership, and in #o’
far as this found expression the thivd
Congress of the “Histadruth” rep:
sents a positive chapter in ﬂlmi
tory of the labor movement in
Palestine, :



