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AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Government Report on Bombay
Cotton Strikes .

·
Reformist Leaders and "Co -Operation ".

By W. M. Holmes .
London, 25th March , 1929 .

The outstanding feature of the Report of the Bombay
Government Committee of Inquiry into the strikes in the cotton
textile industry in and around that city is its insistence o

n

the
need for "co -operation " between the mill -owners and the
Workers .

By "Co -Operation " the Report clearly means Mondism
industrial peace and rationalisation enforced by the employers
with the aid of the reformist leaders . This fact emerges very
clearly from the Report's discussion o

f

the mill -owners ' pro-
posals for standardisation o

f wages and the regulations
regarding the conditions o

f employment o
f

workers .

It was the mill -owners ' attempt to enforce these proposals ,

which may be briefly characterised a
s rationalisation proposals ,

that led to the strike . The Report declares that these proposals

o
f

the mill -owners are "fair and reasonable " ; and it adds that
the owners ' demand for a 7.5 per cent . cut in weavers ' wages

is also justifiable .

But , the Report adds , there is an over -riding consideration
against the mill -owners pressing their demand for a wage cut- namely , the necessity for "full co -operation " with the (refor-
mist ) Labour leaders in operating the standardisation scheme ;

and it goes on to declare that if the Labour leaders "undertake
really to co -operate " in this way , the mill -owners should drop
their wage cut demand . The Report supports 1

0 o
f

the 1
7 de-

mands of the strikers ; but 8 o
f

these 10 have already been con-
ceded by the mill -owners . Five of the strikers ' demands the
Report holds to be either wholly o

r partly "unfair ” .

During the sittings o
f

the Committee there were 7
0 strikes

in the Bombay textile industry . Noting this fact , the Report de-
clares (with a thinly -veiled threat ) that it is "prejudicial to the
well -being of the industry " and its continuance "may result in

an increasing tendency on the part of the mill -owners to esta-
blish mills up -country where labour is cheaper and steadier ” .

The Report advocates the achievement o
f

economies by the
amalgamation o

f

mills , and by a cartel to regulate the produc-
tion o

f

certain classes of cotton goods .

The Bombay correspondent o
f

the London "Daily Tele-
graph " reports that the (reformist ) leaders have "promised "

that if the mill -owners withdraw their wage cut demands , they
will endeavour to persuade the workers to accept the standardi-
sation scheme .

A hungry man cannot distinguish between a Republic and

a Monarchy : a frozen , shoeless , weary soldier , perishing for

th
e

interests o
f

others , is incapable of getting to love a republic .

However , when the last common workman , every unemployed ,

every cook , every ruined peasant sees , not from the paper ,

but with his own eyes , that the proletarian authority is not
cringing before the rich , but is helping poverty , that this power

is not afraid o
f revolutionary measures , that it takes surplus

products from the parasites and gives them to the hungry ,

that it forcibly moves the homeless into the dwellings o
f

the
rich , that it forces the rich to pay for milk , but does dot
give them a drop o

f
it until the children o
f

a
ll

the poor families
have received adequate supplies , that the land is passing into
the hands o

f

those who labour on it , that the factories and
banks come under the control o

f

the workers , that serious and
immediate punishment is meted out to the millionaires who con-
ceal their riches - when the poverty -stricken see and feel this ,

then n
o

force o
f

the capitalists and kulaks , no forces supported

b
y

the hundreds o
f

milliards o
f

international financial capital ,

will b
e able to conquer the people's revolution . On the contrary ,

it will conquer the whole world .

Lenin : "Will the Bolsheviks Maintain Power ? "

The Conference of the Workers '

and Peasants ' Party of India .

By P
. Sch .

The whole of the conditions o
f

the approaching upsurge

o
f

the revolutionary wave found clear expression a
t

the recently
held Conference of the Workers ' and Peasants ' Parties of India .

If we compare the general tone o
f this Conference with the at-

titude which the workers ' and peasants ' parties adopted not
only two to three years ago , but even within the last twelve
months , then we can unhesitatingly record a swing to the Left
which is characteristic o

f

the general mood o
f

the masses in

the country .

The following essential reservations must be made however .

In the first place the provincial conferences of these parties
were superior to the central conference in that they revealed a

great contact with the masses and raised in a more concrete
form the questions o

f

the struggle which is now proceeding ;

this contact with the masses found particular expression in the
attendance o
f

numerous peasant fraternal delegates . Secondly , the
decisions o
f

the Central Conference in a number o
f questions ,

in particular the question of power , lagged far behind the
sentiments o
f

the broad masses . This fact found striking expres-
sion in that , while the Conference in its resolutions speaks only

o
f
a "democratic organisation o
f

the country " , of a "democratic
regime " , the demonstrations o

f

the workers which welcomed
the Conference delegates , had inscribed on their flags the slogan :

"Long live the independent Soviet Republic of India ! "

That the workers of Calcutta had not proclaimed this slo-
gan "by chance " is to be seen from the fact that all three
demonstrations o

f

the workers which took place in the last
two months (the demonstration which forced its way into the
session o

f
the National Congress , the demonstration which wel-

comed the Workers and Peasants Conference , and finally the
demonstration , attended by 20,000 workers , which took place

a
t the end o
f January against the Simon Commission ) , had on

their flags the slogan o
f

the Soviets . The whittling down o
f

the slogans by the Conference was shown in other questions ,

despite the fact that among the participants in the Conference
there were comrades who possess the confidence of the prole-
tarian advance -guard .

What is the reason for this ? It lies before all in the cha-
racter o

f

the workers and peasants parties themselves , in their
composition of two classes , which is bound to result in rende-
ring vague the proletarian line .

Owing to the lack o
f

material it is impossible for the time
being to give a more or less detailed evaluation o

f

the work

o
f

the Central Conference and to compare it with the provincial
conferences . We therefore confine ourselves to a number of de-
cisions , which serve to illustrate both the positive and the
weak sides of the work of the Conference .

Among the positive sides o
f

the conference there must be-
fore all be included the plain and clear estimate of the trea-
cherous role o

f bourgeois nationalism and the emphatic criti-
cism o

f

the hypocrisy and the empty words o
f

the leaders of
the petty -bourgeois intellectuals . The political resolution o

f
the

Conference , in characterising bourgeois nationalism and the
double game played by its Left wing , proceeds from a class
Analysis o

f

the forces in the camp o
f

the national liberation
movement .

In the question o
f

the relation to the Independence League ,

this recently arisen organisation o
f

the petty -bourgeois intellec-
tuals , the Conference , after an exhaustive discussion , decided not
to join the League , but at the same time not to renounce the
application o

f

united front tactics in those cases in which it

really conducts a fight for independence . The resolution points
out that the radical points which have been inserted into the
programme o

f

the League , do not constitute demands for the
realisation o

f

which the masses must fight , but merely promises
which the bourgeoisie gives in order to deceive the masses .

The Conference , therefore , demands from the petty -bourgeois in-
tellectuals not words but deeds , not promises but proofs . In this
respect the resolution declares :

"The unreal and hypocritical character of the pro-
gramme is perhaps most definitely revealed by the fact that


