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“ Tampering with Kaffirs”

*
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Nowhere in the world outside A frica

nowadays be denied. But in our back-
woods, 1 a debate on the Postal Ser-
vants’ Union, a Prime Minister ‘re-
grets to perceive the spirit which pre-
vatled amongst public servants;,” and
~advises them " instead of forming asso-

protection they were entitled to get.”

been made to get the natives on the
Rand to form themeelves into a Union.

was allowed to.go on, where would 1t
end 77 _ ' .
(zeneral Botha 1s at any rate consist-
ent.  He 1s the man
*would never allow socialism 1n. South
Africa, and he evidently thinks so still.
But his remarks have @ more 1mport-
ant merit: He views all wage-earners,
whether Government clerks or hammer

or less naive protagonist of capitalism,
he deprecates the formation of unions

or - low,
whites. He has not even Jearnt.yet the
tactics of the Chamber of Mines and
the Johannesburg Trades Hall Society.
The only guarrel we have with him n
the matter i1s of course that we, being
protagonists of labour, beheve i1n lab-
our union throughdut the working
class. But substantially and logically;

trv's asset,”” 1ts  black labour force,
must, with hun, go the whole hog, and
attack all industrial organisation.
To further this attack, the Govern-
ment and 1ts supporting public sticks
at nothing. We all remember the
doings of July, 1913, which-lost the
“army many a recrutt, and of January,
1914, when the attempt to make the
“Railway Umnion effective was’ triated
like the recent humble petition of the
sergeants in the Spanish army for leave
to form an association as their officers
had done, as a ‘‘conspiracy against the
‘State,’”’ a ‘“‘revolution,”” and crushed
accordingly, with all the forces that the
C.I.D. and the army could muster.
Exactly the same methods are being
repeated now that the principle of 1n-
dustrial organisation is beginming to
permeate the ranks that need i1t most:

but the ignorance of the white workers

has enabled other methods to be added
to them. Almost from the first, C.1.D.
spies have attended the modest meet-
ings of natives.here and Indians in
Durban (at which there has been noth-
ing to conceal), just .as they sneaked
into strike committees 1m_January,
1914; " and this -time . the - press,

would the right of workmen to combine

ciations to Jook to Parhament for the

“Of late,”” he went on, “atteinpts had

It was a serious state of affairs. If this

who vowed: he -

bovs, ¢s one class, and, beimmg a more.

‘those who shriek with him against the
enormity of ““tampering with the coun-

at the (General Post Office as a Newspsper.
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anvwhere in that class, whether high - .
whether among blacks or
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obviously close touch with the police,
carries on a slimy campaign deliber:ute-
v calculated, notwithstanding the Mo-
ratorium Act, to excite- public feeling
against the i1dea.  Purely 1maginary
sentiments are printed 1 inverted
commas as 1f thev were reports of
speeches. The dreaded letters “‘I.W.

-V, are.dragged 1n, as if they lad
~anything -to do with the matter. The

sugeestion 1s made that the natives
who, with hteral truth, ave told thew
are being exploited are, apparently tor
that reason, eriminals. It 1s 1insinut-
ed, how falsely the spies know betier
than anvone, that the natives are ex-
horted to the ridiculously suicidal policy

T

of ‘“‘rising’’ against the whites, no ar-

tempt beimg made to reconcile this witihy
what we have alwavs preached, nameiv
coloured
and Indian, should co-operate in heir

that workers, white, black,

common 1nterests. IFinally the dastard-
Iy suggestion 1s made that the move-

ment, the dimensions of which, by the

way, are so  far 1uncousiderable, nzl
which. has next to no need of funds-.
for there 1s practically no expenditure.
1s financed by Germany !

Even an insignificant native concert,
held in Johannesburg last Saturday to
raise a small fund for necessary
| many who
would have attended (for native con-
certs we are imformed are very popular

and frequently held) were scared away

by fear of the police, was shadowed
simultaneously by C.I.D. and ““Sunday
Times’’ men, skulkimg like mosquitoes
round dark corners; the presence of o
couple of socialist lady helpers was
made the occasion for unspeakable in-
ferences which came particularly il
from quarters which have nothing to
sav against the constant close contact
of house bovs with white mistresses:

and  the white sympathisers whese at-

tendance would have contributed to the

maintenance of decorum, hada that been
~ threatened, which 1t was not, are repre-

sented .as furthering a ‘‘social equality’™

between the races which, being entirely

irretevant, is desired by neither.
Nonsense like this would be of no

interest but for the fact that it expresses -
the prejudices, not merely of the em-

ploving class proper, but of greéat num-
bers of white workers, many of whom
we beliéve, acclaim the newspaper men-
tioned as a labour paper!. We have al-
ways endeavoured to show them that,
just as capitalism cannot resist the on-

ward march of Iabour, so white labour

aristocrats not only have no right to
keep back the advancement of native
and coloured labourers, but have no

“hope of doing so. No sane person now

pretends that ‘the labour movement is

5uét th'_e work of agitators or ﬁrébrallﬁa;

these are the passing instruments of a

development following inevitahly upon

the creation in modern times of a world

certain’ elements of  which ~are 1in . proletariat whose demand for freedom
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will not de denied. Exactly the same is
true when thé development comes: to
touch the dark-skinned proletarian. It
15 useless to kick against the pricks,
to sweep back the ocean. Iet them

cmeet 1t hidf way, and they will save

ing their heart thev range themselves,
1ke Oxford dons, on the side of the Lost
(auses. .

Iror f{yke warmmng. TLett  {o them-
celves and condemned to secvecy, the
native workers, who are determined
in anyv’ case to assert themselves, ave
i danger of attempting to do so by
mistaken methods, possibly of violence,
which, without benefiting then.
cause disaster all round. Their patient

nstruction i tne hight of day by white

end 1 the surrender of the. capitalist

men having knowledge and’experience
of the cardinal prineiples of the l.ab-
our Movement will ensure a constitu-
tional progress which, though 1t will

class, will avord such evils as the white
worlters yustifinbly fear. He who «its
on the safety valve knows the conse-
(quendces. '

The Turn of the Worm.

Someone compared the recent Junker
victory  over (ierman strikes with
Smuts’ “galumph’’ of deportation days.
The apparent backwardness so far of

the German working nien certainly does

indicate a danger that their expected
reaction may turn out as worthless as
that of the white workersdid in the
Trausvaal in 1914—tailing off into mere
Parhhamentary or Provincial seat-win-
g, followed by craft agreemenis with
the masters; in other words a compro-
mise helping to keep a discredited capi-
talism alive. The fear is even more
justified 1n the case of Britain, where
the highest ambition of the Labour
Party at least 1s nothing more Maximal-
1st than 300 candidates, with {he off-
chance of a ““Labour Government’’—
unless the Clyde rises to the ocecasion.
As we learnt after 1914, a partv coup
d'etat at best 1s but ladies’ parlour
prngpong without a typical mass pro-
letarian movement behind it, and as
Trotzky has said, *“ One-man-one-vote

democeracy’ has proved itself useless as

an expression of that movement (that
13 whv the anti-Bolsheviks want ‘‘de-
mocracy’’ back). Moreover, those who

build on .*‘after-the-war’’ reaction are

only a tame variety of See-it-through-
1tes 1n disguise, trying to put a mora-
tortum on the revolution by ‘‘waiting

until the (t)rain stops.”” The dictator-
snip of the proletariat will arise, if at

all this time, during and out of the war

1tself, and certain capitalists as well as

socialists are now realising that the
war will go on until it does. *"Ware that
pmcrast.inate({ .“ing’i?it&ble TGVHISiGﬁ” i
Do it now ! . B -

their own future. But by still Larden-

may.
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By J. M. G.

The increasing cost of living, and
the negative result so far of the i'ood
Commissioner operations, is resulting

in unrest amongst the workers.
18 formulating demands

The A.S.E.

that are equivalent to about 35 per

cent. rise on present wages. The buld- -

1ng workers are showmw signs of unrest
which will probably lead to demands
on their part. These workers are afraid
of the A.S.E. acting upon their own
and leaving them out thus ~putting
into operation the 1nherent principle

that has always dominated cratt union-

ism : each eraft for 1tself and the devil

~take the hindmost.

It 1s to be hoped that when these.
demands are made, e -workers will

maké themm en massé, recognising ..e
principle of tle sohdarlty of labour,

skilled or unskilled, irrespective of na-

tionality or Colour A wvain hope, 1

‘am afraid, owing to the unreasoning

prejudice: of the white workers, a pre-
judice that blinds them to the fact that

to fight successfully the capitalist class,
the workers will have to show a umted

front, as only by opposmg to orgamqed

capital a sohd organisation of labour 1s

‘there any hope of obtaining any sub- '
- stantial concession. *

Whilst the wor Lers, 1N makmg de-
mands for increased wages, are perfect-

1y justified owing to the increaséd cost

of living, their action will have far-
reaching effects.

The economic position on the Rand is
rather peculiar, and different from most

other industrial centres. The big in-

dustry here 1s the production of gold.
It 1s the centre of gravity, as it were,
around which the other subsidiary in-

~dustries circle, and in which and by

which they have their heing.

Any demands the workers make will
be branded as unpatriotic by the capi-
talists and the Press. Keep the mines

going to win the war has been the dope
that has been repeated by the Cham-

‘annual gold outpu

ber of Mines, directors andother inter-
erested mdlwdua]s until many of the

~workers on the mines actually believe

they are doing as useful work in saving
the Fmpire as those who are risking

their lives in the trenches. Yet a sim-
“ple sum 1in arithmetic gives the lie 10

these people.
The gold output of South A.frma 19

roughly 40 milhona sterling per annum.

The cost of the war, according to ‘“The
Star” report of a e.«peech by Bonar Law,
18 6% millions per c}ﬁy So we gee the

i

of South Africa

‘would not pay the War expenses for
‘seven days.

These mterésted individuals have but

‘one ideal, an ideal they.lie for, steal

for and prostitnte themselves body and
sonl for. . This ideal .is profits. :Profits

are their god. And when profits are

endanaered they will resort  to: any

" means to safecuard them, even {o shed- _

dmg’ the garb of patriotism.

The qcﬂd mMining. md‘ustrv is hke 1no

.*.othev industry. ..It 18 & gamble pure
and simple. The average rate of.pro-

)
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fit is much below that of any other in-
dustry. Many propositions are worked
not for dnndends but for manipulation
nf the shares on the Stock xchange,
and for the profits accruing from those
industries supplying commodities such
as machinery and the necessary materi-
al used in winning the ‘gold. The same
interests control these industries as
control the mines, which are used as
markets for the disposal bf the machin-
ery produced. The controlling interests
of these mines and those industrial
firms have ‘been, previous to the war,
in the hands of German financiers, and
arve still controlled in their interests by
‘agents: But the position created by
the war 1s such that, being unable to
get supplies through, the source of re-
venue 1s closed to the supplying firm.
This explains whyv Mr. Wallers declares

fitteen mines must close down.

There are other faclors to be taken
inté consideration. It is quite true
that the mines cannot pass the 1mereas-
ed costof producing the gold on to therr
customers as 1s done with other com-
modities. The mines to-day, as previ-
ous to the war, receive £4 4s. 10d. per
ounce for pure gold; but certain de-

- velopments are taking place that in atl

probability will demonetlse cold as the

standard of measure of other commodi-

ties, and place 1t on the market sub-

ject to the same fluctuation as other
commodities. (Gold m the past has
heen the basis of credit. The banks as
private corporations have had to keep n
reserve of gold bullhion opposite bank

. notes, cheques and bills. This 1s not

necessary to-day owing to the State
having become the guarantor of the
banl«.s a principle that is likely to b

extended into a svstem of State-con-
trolled banking. This demand for
State control 1s growing m Britain,

With the dem(methuw ot pold, cold
will play less part in the commercial
activities of theindustrial svstem, but
as a commodity will be sold on the

open market, for use in the manufae-

ture of 1ewellery and other artistie
wares. (zold ceasing: to circulate as
money (it 18 not circulating as money
1n Britain to-day) ‘will 1n the control
of the mining financiers as a monopoly
2o to a much. higher price. It will
lose its present fictitious 7price as «

standard of measure.

"The action of the worker 1n demand-
ing an 1ncreased wage will force the
hands of the mining 1nterests. ‘I'hese
Joud-mouthed patriotic capitalists have

got a (Government commisgion of en--

quiry appointed as to the best means
of keeping the low grade mines work-

ing. They have told us to keep the

. mines going to win the war, but they
want a.subsidy from the State to do

0. Thelr patriotism 1s but a veneer

that 18 always thrown aside when 1t
interferes_ with ,the production of
profits. 3 '

The workers may expect all sorts of
abuse from these patriots and the hire-
ling press. { They will be stigmatised

as. pm-German and i1n the pay of the
_Huns. Do not let this abuse deter

,:f'f them.. They should be used to 1t. for

the Press have always slandered them
~and distorted the facts of any dispuie
beﬁ;we&hn va,pltal and labour. and will
do o again, notwithstanding the plati-
tudes that have recentlv appeared in

their coiumnq T

-" " guitrmn - h-*-u—l— B I S B Ve e T -"."
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Before making their demand for
increased wages 1t 18 to  be
hoped that the workers will recogmse
the principle of each for all, and alfl
for each., Isolated action may bring
concessnbnq to that section making the

demands, but such action is traitorous

to the viorkers as a mass. Craft action
i1s obsolete and of no use against the
organised forces of modern capital.
Solidarity irrespective of skill or un-
skilled 15 the only method that has any
chance a)f success. Isolated action 1n
the past has been responsible for those
fatlures that strew the path of the his-
tory ot cratft unions. Learn the lessons
of these f[ailures and organise on the
broad hmes of class. By doing so your
strength will be such that when vou
desire 1t the organised robber system of
to-day will pass away into the oblivion
that enshrouds other past phases of

soclety,

The Survival of the Fittest

In northern climes, the polar bear

Protects himself with fat and hair:

Where snow 1s deep and ice 18 stark,

And half the vear 1s cold and dark,

He still survives a chme like that

By growing fur. by growing fat.

These ‘tralia () Bear which ﬂlou trans-
mlttebt

Prove the Survival of the Ifittest.

To polar regions, waste and wan,
(Comes the encroaching race of man,
A puny, feeble, little ““bubber,”

He has no fur, he has no ‘blubber.
The scornful bear sal down at ease

To see the stranger starve and free¢ze—
But, lo! the stranger slew the bear,

And ate his fat and wore his hair;

~These deeds, O Man, which thou com-
b

mittest
Prove the Survival of the Fitiest.

In modern times the Millionaire

Protects himself as did the bear:

Where Poverty and Hunger are

He counts his bullion by the car:

Where thousands perish, still  he
~ thrives—

And after death his will survives.

The wealth, ) (roesus, thou trans-

. mittest |
Proves the Survival of the Titlest.

But, lo, some people odd and funnugx,
Some men without a cent of money—

~ The simple, common human race,

Chose to improve their dwelling-place:
They had no use for millionaires,
They calmly said the world was the»irs '
Thev were so wise, so strong, SO many,

The millionaires ?—there weren’t any.

These deeds, O Man, which thou com-

mitteat
Prove the Survival of the Fittest.

‘Charlotte Stetson Gilman.

The most humihiating of Germany’s
terms to Russia 18 the ‘‘renunciation

- of propaganda against the Quadruple

Alliance.”” But apply capitalist law
to capitalist war: a contract signed at
the cannon’s mouth is noét binding.

Besides, the propaganda 18 not against
the Quaﬂmp]es in particular, but
against the octopus alliance of all the
enemlea of @mmhmm ~
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he gives us work and never hg,lon ‘—-1ncidentally pr oﬁtmg by the

cccasion to ‘‘destroy French maritime
commerce, annex Irench colonies, and
crush the last French pretensmns to
maritime rivalry.’

““And now came the tllumph of Bri-
tish respectability over the freethought

l Exactly:
does any' himself, and while you arc
working: he 1s havmg a good time and
E sdying ‘“What a lot of fools those work-
{ ers are! 1 hope they never start think-
l
|
!
3
|
!
i
!

' Simple Thloughts for
Simple  Simons
(Black or White).

g, or else I may have to work.”

. Now you wise workers, just think
| and religious laxit
(By 8.C.H) over thls The only source of wealth bour g’eoi The 5‘;&'8){1 ;111: Cg?t;lleanijel
s Il
. — That being so, the wor x and Germany had become rebellious. .
Fellow worker, have vou ever b 5 orkers should have Nothing lemamed to the Prench anu

all the wealth. But the} don’t, because
the capitalists, owning” the tools they
are enabled to dictate to
the wor ker the terms on which he 1s
‘allowed to use them. And the terms
are, thatithe worker shall receive just
sufiicient to keep him 1n producing or-
der; the rest ooes 10 the capltahst

German Bour geolsie as i last resource
but to sﬂenilv drop their treethought,
as a  voungster, when sea-sickness
creeps upon him, quietly drops the
burning cigar he 1)1011g11t swaggeringly
on board 7 And oso it came that
“French bourgeois wined maigre on
I‘ridays, and German ones sat out long

- thought about xom position in society,

or have vou always been a ‘“Henry
Dubb’’ and put vour thinking out with
8  the washing and never troubled whether
it came back. or not? We were struck
th other day' with the name of an Eng-
lish paper, “The hpm '—“because the
g workers need a spur’’: and we thought

19 labour apphed to natural resources. l .
|
!
never use, ;
|
!
|

Now how are you going to alter it?
thdt lf the W 1 - ( y & Pr()‘testnlt -. hesr
L rkers need a spur in Eng T4’ s quite snnple Ha\'mm realised your ant sermons 1n their pews on
land, then they need not only a spmr , Sundavys.
but a crowbar in Af _J position, viz., that vou are a worker, ¢ |
ar in Afriea. you will also realise that there can be So much for Engel's essay. We ask

ourselves, why 1s religion (in Engels’
sense) less well supported in  South
Africa than elsewlere” Well, to begin
with, 1s 1t? Tt 1s very extensively pro-
pagated wmong the black workers, and
with o great deal of the desired effect.
If they were not s0 easily kept submis-

/1o 1dentity of interest between the wor-
er and th@ cabitalist. There is nothing
An common between us and him. There-
fore what vou have to do 1s {0 organise
against the capitalist class. ()rg‘ anise
industrially : the old form of craft trade

workers.” We get up in the Iorning,
o to work (that is if we hLave been
able to persuade someone that it is to
, his interest to employ us), and after
i working all day we are so tired that we

Now let us look at our pomhbn a8 ,

R, (T "o T
4

go home to bed; and when Saturday 'l unionism 1s organised dlqumtv as the

comes after working hard all the week } capitalist knows: that is whv you will sive by other means it’ mught be still
we find that we are no bettel off than see him pdtl ()mqmn’ trade unions, be- more extended, by the aid of Chamber
When we started. . somse he khows 4 dt/qo long as the of Mines' funds.  Meantime it follows

that 1t is not so much needed among

Of course there workers are organised bx maft the or--

N!W w ] 1V 18 11 ¥ ;11‘6. i1 - Hhe astor ol Sither -
some people who, not being workers, ganisatien hav, lost its stin o. Therefore, Ilte] W “} es, . 1€ Illd}h- ( 11 class, el flEl ,
. T 3o , - : T although 1@ shopkeeper  from

tell us-that we should be thankful. for organise by industry, so that vou will CHome'' s as Ty
ome’’ 1s as devout a Protestant as

the positron i1n which 1t has pleased
(God {o place us, and that 1f we work
hard and trust in the Liord we shall be
“rewarded in heaven. DBut vou have
to die first; and these same people, hav-

ing a good time here on earth, are byv

“wcabbin o on another,

not have the qpeftacle of one union
but will all be

ﬁcmhntv together, not merely for an

extra q}nlhng, bhut for the full results of

vour Lﬂ)mp' Then and not until then

will y 01l be {reec.
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ever. ‘‘But the whites are not all mas-
ters’’ : no, and those who are not pro-
vide the main numerical clhientele of the
churches. The rest of ithe middle sort
of whites are doped i ather ways. A

Jokannesburg bookseller will tell you

0 means anxioug t 1 cplves
::n the contrare. t}?eg ¢ (theln; 2 le that historv, sociology. plnlnmphv,
i mmediatelv ‘11 in '*1 }2‘3[ - (:(‘)’ 10\‘ . poetry or ‘“Nterature’”’ i1s largely un-
ey Cil 2 (IOLMOL TR R | 1]9&1)1(‘ hut that Books -of Dreams,
|

their life. ‘xtmnn‘e isn’t 1t 2

Then there are other equally well-in-

Dope.

C~p111’(11’1h<>m Occultism, ‘Theosophy,
My sh(*lqm Obscurantism, and so on are

tentioned individuals who tell us that - go.ld mine, more so even than baro-

- there always were poor and there a- . . . | 11(3{'#-&‘\}(1-(‘3111‘::1{0 fiction. As  specifics

ways will be poor; and then having said Religion, or the misuse of 1t, Sl against an independent, searching

so_muc.h, thev tell us that 1if we dld*ll{)t instrument for keeping the working ‘ turn of mind thev vie with bioscope

drink we should be better off. ~Now t mass in subjection, is the subject of an | dreadfuls, faro and horseracing. Such
have you ever thought why 1t 1s that essay by F. Engels, published . onder - is latter (LW decadence under capital- |

after w01 king hard you are poor while
the people who are for ever giving vou
good advice and never work are rich ?

Liet us try and see what 1s the cause.

Shakespeare said ‘“You take my lite
when you do take the mednwwherebj I
live’’; and that is the whole position.
You as workers have nothing except
your labour power, while the employver
class, owning the tools of production,
OWN your very lives.

- ““Ah, but,”’ you say, ‘‘we are flee h
Yes, you are free: free to sell jour
labour power to a boss or starve; and
as you cannot separate your laboul
power from yourself, you have to de-
{iver-the goods in person. Therefore
you are a slave—a wage slave.  The
only difference between you as wage

glaves and the chattel slaves of old 1s
that the chattel slave was bought on

the market, and as a consequence the
master had to feed and clothe him or

else.he would die; and that would have | ‘had supplied the standard under which he could, be in Russia with the Bol- i
been a loss to the boss: whereas ;you he had fought. the king and the lords, sheviks to-dav? That flush of hope and |
free wage slaves can die, and the boss I was not long in discovering the oppor- freedom, that breath of a “Red Dawn’™ i
Rys, “I am sorry’’ (whether he means tunitieg this same religion offered him on those expectant Petrograd faces in g}

o

it or no) and that’s the finish of 1.
Yes, but here we run up against the

wise feller who says: ‘“That’s all very

 well, but .what should we do wﬁ:hout
the capitalist? He gives us work.’

l.
:
l

|

|
!

the title of “Hl‘st()ll(‘d] Materialism
(L.S.L. pamphletq 3d.), although 1t has

Jittle to say on the ‘‘materialist concep-
tion of history.”

Like pacifism, materialism is a na ative

product of the very country, ¥ingland, 1n
which it.is most “w1mout honour’
but the early bourgeois or odpltahst

movement in En(‘rlfmd having to face .

a feudalism bound up with the Church
of Rome, was obliged 1tself to take on a

rehmous dls culse.

“(/alvm S predestmatmn doctrme WAaS
the religious expression of the fact that

in' the commercial world of competition

suCCess or failure does not depend upon

a man’s activity or clevefness, but upon

circumstances uncontrollable by him . .
the mercy of unknown superior ecore-
?10 powers.” In -due course the mer-

ant or manufacturer, whose ‘‘religion

for working upon the minds. of his nat-
ural 1nferiors.”” And when the excesses
of the atheistic Frenck Revolution
shocked him, ‘“‘the God-fearing English
bourgems held all the faster to his re;

(that was even before
'suwess)——-tvhere else in the bhelligerent

mind’’ m boaroelv

ism. The “public
1rreligion.

the healthier for its

quite as low in South -Africa as any-

where, 1f not lower.

Mind vou, 1t 1s with the perverted
function of 19110 1on that socialism 1s

concerned, not with its content. Social-
.ism 18 not rationalism;

1t 1s not inter-
ested 1n a mere negation like Free-
thought. ‘I'hat may be a creed for the
critic, the cynic, the man of essentially
1nd1v1duaust outlook the intellectual
miser or hermait. But such. ideas and

types afford totally unpromising mate-
rial  for a. movement depending on

solidarity; they contribute nothmg to

the revolution which is nothing if not

soclal. S.P.B.

Even now, Which of us would not, it

the Russian Revolution film last vear
the Bolshevik

or any other countries will you find lts

like ¥

The
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Transvaal Industrial
Workers' Uniom.

On Wednesday, the 6th inst., about
a couple of hundreds ot coloured workers
W1th 2 sprmkhn g ,of white supporters
met under the auaspices of the ‘African
Political Organigation at the Pilking-
ton Hall, for the purpose of forming

an lndustrlal Workers’ Umon
The chairman called on Comrade

Becker to explain the theory of indus-
‘trial unionism. f

Talbot Williams, who was supported
by several othex speakers, drew atten-
tion to the necessity of starting with u

clear understanding that such-a thing
as a colour bar could not be tolerated.

The coloured workers must not make
the same mistake as the great mass ol
white workers were doing. \"I'hey must

recognise that as workers .they were

only a unit—part and parcel ef the
great bulk of the industrial workers of

the world. They must never forget

that the foundation of the labour move-

ment in South Africa 1s neither colour-
ed nor white, but in reality is black.
The speaker ldld stress on the: point
that the fight in Africa differed some-

 what from the struggle elsewhele Lab=

our
- world®,

contradistinction to the white labourer:

The meeting was urged to organise not
for the purpose of helping them-

selves, ‘but for the* purpose of spread—._'
ing the principles of industrial union-.

only

1sm from one endtcf the sub- contment

to the other.

A . glaring case of the h\pocnsy OI
local craft unionisis and an ail tob fre-
quent instance of colour prejudice was
brought to the notice of the meeung.
The tacts as we nearu them are as tgllow:
A crattsman who had uot the fortune

to be descended on one side or the other

from a bleached skin secured a job. as

a mason., He was asked for his cardiby
9 fellow worker and produced one:. He
was then told he would not be allowed
to start unless he was receiving 29s.
per day.. He was told by his employer
that there would not be any dAﬁlblllt}
in this dirvection.. The ‘‘white rats”
~in the shop then explained to their fel-
low wage slave that they were sorry (?)
but he would not be permitted to start
as his colour was against him.
satisfied with this arbitrary action the
employer was informed that unless he
‘cleared the coloured man off the pre-
mises -the firm would ‘be black-listed.

" The claim of the whité craft unionists
" 1n the past has been that vhe coloured
" man was undercutting them, and that
no objection could bebrought fopward
.1f a workman was in receipt of the mini-
mum wage. How now,. you scabs 1n the

labour movement who howl the ‘‘Red
Flag’’ over the grave of a fallen” mar-

tyr and prdto of umty being strength ?
You are ‘‘ratiing’’ daily, not, only
against those who would be with you 1f

you permitted 1t, but.against ‘those

who- are organased alpngside you. You

“are closing your doors against a vast
-body of workers and name them with

the most blasphemous of epithets be-
cause they gather . strength ontmde
Take warning you assés botween ?zhe

ftered as labour throughout tne
but 1n this country the ¢oloured
worker suffered as a coloured man 1n

Not

1‘_
|y ' a

........

- Russia secured by t
other 1nfluential active elements would

der;”’ and again:

Tgeois” still, but he will have

The Appeaﬁ to Cains and

‘ Allies had .not.

Russlan lab%

THE INTERNATIONAL.

shatts of oapltahsm, harnessed and blin-

kered by your masters, bitted by your

Jabour leaders and’ Whlpped by the reim

of white labour, the time 18 not far
distant when you will not only welcome
the dark skins in our® ranks, but you
will rush to them for deliverance from
the servitude which all too soon takes
so many of us to the capitalist bone-’

yvard. T.P.T.

The Writing on the Wall.

There 1s reason to believe that the

‘capitalist sometimes sees further'ahead

than some timid socialists, and feels al-

ready a vague foreboding that-his dyn-
asty 1s doomed, his Gotter dammerutg
inevitable.” Intelhgent financiers may
be wondering how on earth after all the
war debt, or even the interest on 1t, 1s

going to be paid, and what will become

of the ﬁnancxers role ‘in society 1f the

tempting cry ‘‘Repudiate” finds gener-

al favour. Politicians with a scrap of
candour ahd commonsense, 1f such are
to be found, will adinit, over their port,

that there are only twvo parties
world over, the exploiters and the ex-
ploited, the bour geols and the proleta-
riate; and that nothing but the “*Might
1 rlght ' we are all going to deutl oY
is keeping the bourgeois 1n power.

Diplomats see their precious webs be-

ing unwoven before the eyes of the

world : we read, for instance, of

portant ﬁnanolal and social interests in
the Germans while

W

be overjoyed 1if the Entente restored or-
“I'he. Japanese could
reckon on the co-operation of numer-
ous political and militar ¥ elements:

they entered as rescuers.’

this mean but that all the capitalist

‘world is in friendly competition for the

honour of being the kunight-errant {0
“rescue’’ Russia from the Bolshevik

dragon and then—deflower her. A
scramble by them all for the partifion

of—not Poland this time. A war for
the preservation of national integrity
indeed! No, the capitalist, seeing all
his humbug being bit by bit exposed,
must also see that not even a‘German
or an English victory can save him
much longer—that the virtue by whieh
he has ruled the world till now 1s pass-
ing from him, and that by the time this

war 1s really over he may be “‘bour-
ceased

for ever to be the ruling class.

J udasesa

Here is one of the Bolshevik's mani-

festoes to their German comrades, as

they:had a right to consider them. 'I'he

response, both in Germany and in Eng-
land, was so Tame if not hostile that the

-Whole Iot earned the curse pof the Sovi-

ets. The Huns had the excuse that the
document came from ‘‘the enemy’’; the
However, Iumpmp:

them all together; which have proved

and are proving the real traitors, the

authors of the manifesto, or those who,
obedient to their respectlvo masters’
press, have despised and rejected it?
ur may have let down Rus-

tilu"

1m-
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course), 1f vou

Talbot Williams’ leaflet.

BRAN CH.—A spe

was well filled with

. Ma. 15, 1918

sian capital; but Central and Western
labour has, for the time being at least,

let down Ldstern labour.
Lenin’s  “PRUCLAMATION TO

THE GERMAN SOLDIERS' was by
one means and another scattered broad-

cast 1n (zermany. It was against this
manifesto that the German High Com-
mand protested during the neg otmtlons
at Brest-Liatovsk:

“Comrades ! Soldiers | We appeal to
you to support us in the fight for Peace
and soclalism, because it 1s only social-
1sm which can guarantee to the work-
1ing classes a lasting peace and the
healing of the wounds which were caus-
ed bv the war.

“Comrades! German Soldiers! The-
ereat example of your leader, Lieb-
knecht, the fight which vou wage
throug h Mehri ing and vour Press, and,
hnallt , the mutiny 10 vour fleet, are .
cuarantee to us that - vou fight an ener-

ﬂeilc ficht for peace.

“Comrades s, 11 you will suppoxt us,
then the cause of peace is won-—at least
upon the European (ontinent. All the
remaining Powers will then join a just =
afid democmhc peace. If vou will help
to contribule to the ictor v of social-
ism in Russia, which alone causes us u
lot of (hfﬁcultle vour experience and
vour gift for org: qnsa’tlon wil] help yon
to brmu about Socialism in vour @un-
try. Owr soldiers will not make one
step forward (in a military sense, of
are resolved to take
the flag of peace 1mmto vour hands. Liong
hve the International Social Revolu-
tion !’ '

(Syzd. LENIN & TROTZKY.

“

League Notes.

DURBAN  BRANCIH.—The branch

1s renewing its activities with the pass-
ing of the mldsummel heat. liast week
A meehno was held at Comrade Petter-
sen’s premises, at which several colour-
ed and Indian comrades were also pre-
sent. Discussion was mainly taken up
with the thorough distribution of the
two lLeague leaflets now under way :
“The Call of the Bolsheviks,”’ and the
The latter 1s
now being reprinted under the title of
“The Burning Question of Labour.
The branch has secured a central meet-
g place in St. Georee’s Hall, corner
of Smith and Park Stroetq Where an-
other meeting will he held this week
on Thursday. HAll readers of “The In-
ternational’”” who have the movement at
heart should roll up and Join in the
work.

J OHANNE S B URG CEVTRAL

clal general meetm y
1s called for Mondav the I18th inst.,

the Palmerston Hall at & p.m. The
business is most 1mportant, dealing as

1t does with propaganda wﬁhm aml

without our ranks..

| REVOLUTION AN VlTI’RSARY —
LThe Johannesburg branches celebrated

the first anniversary of the Russian re-
volution on Wednesda} night. The hall

members and
friends to the number of about 300.

Music and dancing were interspersed
with speeches by Comrades Watson, D,

szth Tvler Dunbar zmd A Goldmane
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