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attacks on Sociahst meetings, the In-  materal ahd hm} labour. whorew lt‘
© terternational  Socrahist l;(mgno puts to-produce vet more, coupled with ot
““ Aforward its candidates, Comrades W. continual degradation .of  the  grea
H. Andrews and S, P Hunhnw forthe mass of humamty2as 1t not obvious
Bmmn.i and Clommissioner Str cet. Divi 14 - to you that all these chaotice ¢ (}llt]lflm.!‘--

HIODS in the forthcoming  Provincial MUST necessarily and alwavs produe
Joune 1] ]* lections. . ' L world-confliet ¥ That unversal waor,
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- “the sole pvroducers o wealth, shall =in
future produce 1t, not for‘the.profit of

.the propertied few at the cost of the
' | Socialism bids you wipe away the

N
/

“ease of modern ‘civilidation.’ “Against
“a soclal system of now unvon('ealed

it 1s for us only ta recognise it and work
for its smooth and specdv realisation.

. m hlgh tl‘me for you all to rlse to the
_lacy that the German Junker is your

foe, the whole ruling. class of the
 earth,  including South Africa? }HZO

TﬂE ORGAN OF THE lNTERNATlONAL SOCIALIST LEAGUE (S A. )

P.O Box 41 79.

does .not even pretend to attack. bui

]}J(* de( lnred obrects of the uv..wu"- .5 , e T
rather bolsters up, the prime couse at-

Are i—- - | » e FETE S Ly
ey propagate the nrm(*mles of In- nekl,  the XULESN ‘%} 4 SR
atak CAPITALIST  INDUSTRY . AND
ternational Socialism, Industrial Vs GINANCGE?  And that therofore the
onism - and Anti-mrhtarism, and to - mame  cause, ‘constantly . morve agara-
maintain (t‘nd stréenothen Intm natmnal | pbol, it hotusBier  wmie e,
Workin ""( lass oy nammtu‘m ~the same -result, ‘but more murderous
T'o- dav more than ever these objects | and: devihish than ever ~T'NTII.. that
are the very pith and marrow of- th¢ ° 1s, the whole accursed structure col-

Labour Movement. This is indeed no’ ¢ lapses from its own 1nherent rottennes-

and discord, and YOU determine to re-

ttme, when the great Feast of Bleod |
place 1t, -with, all 1ts savage manifesta-

has almost Ied(,hod its third anmver-
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rary, to - eome forward with a mere | tions of war,. oppression and misery,

atalozzu(* of pre-war reforms which at : by the CO-OPERATIVE COMMON-
the best of times served rather to mask WHEALTH—as you are perfectly vo]]
than even to alleviate the. cardma] i s- able to do?

JTfor what  (@Funs and Zeppelins ave

1
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and unpre(,odented brutality, the work- | T the United Power of
mg class strugg]e must henceforth be (Irapbl alls grc;lupi, 11e nitec 0(;&( t}()
waged with at least equal fr&nknesg - Labour, Industrially organised the
and intensity , _ world over to-take control of € apital
sitv, - : a«x

,_ _ » —-of land, mines, works, railways,
It has become a Btfml&'ht ﬁg-ht be- ships and all the other means of pro-
tween: modern deltdllsnh Whoqe 1at- - duction and di —can bring to
est and choicest fruit 1s this war, and. | pass perhaps without even the firing of
the united = Proletariat of the Whol a shot or the loss of a single life. You
‘world who, ‘bleeding 1n th?l}' masters’ f -~ know 1it, however much vou allow- vour
 eause, have vet life and strength to . faith to be obscured by Imperialistic
‘ingist that this robber system of HOCIPt\’“ l claptrap. THhen knowing your power.
chall at last cease, and the warkers, ‘ aré you for ever content to abdicate it*

1cal moment in" the world’s histoty.

exploitation of the resty but. for the
ase of all. |

~ The dav of this Sunreme Somal Re-t\
mlutlon seems alreddv almost at hand :

‘bloed and smoke of that smdld Battle-
field of Kings and Kaisers; .gird your—s
loins for the really Titanie ﬁght an-d
claim domination of '111 tho countries

of the earth

This 18 the platform upon which: the
International Socialist League’s (an-
.didates seek yoiur votes in “the Trans-
vaal Provincial - Election. Dot that
the functiops of a real working class
representative on the Provmmal Coun-
cil are themselves Wlthout s]«rmh-
cance- ‘The great campaign must be
foug’ht down to the smallest detail, and
there are a hundred ways in which

YOry ‘conditions of existence of t .guch a Council, in the right hands, can
elass—its competition -for econo -~ forward 1t. It returned, the Interna-
predommance on the most 1gantw ‘| tional Socialist League Candidatcs ar -
“ecale, its race for cofitr of world pledged to keep the ()ne Objective, the

" Fellow-workers of South Africa, it

occasion, following the bold and Bibad
epiring lead of the- Russian Workers.*
Or are you still deluded with the fal--

onlv enemv? Can vou not vet see that
ke is only one lieutenant of the /Arch-

- markets to absorb the ever mcreasmg ha‘stenlng of the downfqll of the cam-
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tulist system and the orgamsation of
the workers with o view to their 1n-
augurating lTodustrial Democracy, con-
tingally and exc Insively hefore them as
the \U](‘ touchstone ()l ”H "1 ]m]l( v. The
chief duty and privilege of the clectors
in thns partienlar contest s, however,
not to eamble on who will ' he the win-
IR dil(]lt]u’rn‘ bhut to demanstrate by
ther votes the strength i this constit-
neney of the hoternational \ncmhst

Movement.,  The final «truegle of
Soctalism aeanst Capitabiam has al-
ready begun.  The question 18, on

\\'hf;:h <dde do YOU eleet to «tand *

A Word from the Italian
Socialists.

- - Bl ey e— —— - =

Italhan Seociahist Party,
Pohtical Secretarat,

[). Ivon Jones, [.8.1.,

. &

Dear (‘onnado —We hm o re(*elved'_ o

vour valued letter of the 26th Marck:

We will pass on vour report of the-git-
uation of vour movement to Grimme,

.t Berne, in case he has not received.

We alwavs get vour paper and learn
with the g'redtost satisfaction that we
are moving  in perfect accord in face
of the terrlble events of the time. ‘

We (,ontmue our labours, difficult as
thev are in these times, and count on
vou on your part also dmng vour dutv

to the end.
With [ntern atlonal greetings,
Constantino: Lazari,
Secretary.

29th Avpril, 1917,

Why thé War goes on'?

A Cthng message of May lst
says -—‘*Wheat tumbled down fifteen

points on an announcefment that the.
Swiss Minister would confer - with
- President Wilson, and on reports that
immense strikes were in progress in

(Fermany, and also that Dr. von Beth-

man Hollweg was to make a peace of-
fer vesterday. The market closed de-

moralized.”’

So runs g (Jhlcago News item in cold
prmt Is 1t necessary to drive the
point home. Strizes ir Germany,
hindering the prod action  of -(Ferman

inunitions, cause'a glump i New York
shares. Peace rumours demoralise the

Wall Street Market. Is it any wonder

that the War must go on ? Hundreds of
thousands of men must yet groan and

die to keep up the Monev Market.



The Disease of Civilisation
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Our modern form of somet\» 15 laud-
“ed to the skies by a certain section of
~society. ‘They olalm that our civilisa-

desired:: Yet many of us look upon
our present c,n*lllsatioh and all past

phases of civilisation as a dlseaw 11~
ﬂlcted upon huminity, as a result of
she breaking up of that social unity

that prevailed among stf our primitive:

ancestors, under the tnlml form of
‘society. -

The destruction of the mn(:ient SV §-
tem based upon ‘‘The Gens, that is a
soclety of equah iounded on ‘blood-re-
latiopship, introduced a society found-
ed upon lnater;al po.ssesmonq the be-
gmmnn‘ of (11111.satmn -

Thlab disease of. uv1llsab1()n ‘has  de-
veloped many symptoms and disorders

tion. and culture is everything to .be.
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of a degrading nature to the nrass of

 the people. Iti destroyed the mother
“right and inheritance tbmﬂp/h the fe-

| male line. It enslaved " woman and '

made her the propertv nf the -man. It
“brought. with it private ownership of
land, thereby creating alclass of land-
. less ahens, entailing a svstem of rent,

mortgage and mtel'est Other symp-

‘toms of this disease were the introduc-
tion of slaves, serfdom, and modern
wage slavery the most derrra(hn,q of all

forins of labour,{ obscured as 1t 18 by so

called freedom) and to rivet these
chains and make the mass subservient
to- a minority ruling class, the State
and the pohceman were| mt-roduc__ed.
~And there 1s no better ' evidence of
social degradation. than ‘the crawling,

spying, servile things called pohoe-
men, paid hlrohnﬂs to keen:the mass
of the community in subjectldn to olasq

made laws.

The disease of (’ivilisaition ariging
from individual ownershin of proper-

ty, has tended’ to corrupt the *individ-
ual and bl-eak the llnlt:? hf hlq‘ nature,

It has broken+that social unity that
wags the ‘basis of primitive.life. Tt has
developed individual selﬁqhneqﬂ anq
brought him into confli¢t with  his

neighbour, whom he looks upon as an

“enemv, who may be comtﬁetlng against
~ hlm for m(hvulual profit.

The temptqtlon of power, possession

of wealth and. individual - greed en-

gendered by private propertv wrenches:
the individual from the | primitive in-
stincts of human wnity.. ‘“Each man
for himself’’ becomes
mokto.  The hand of éverv man 18
raifed against his brother. :The rich
fatten upon the vitals of the poor The
. strong upon the murder of the weak.

each trying to grab the utmost he can.

- Competition and corruption breaks out
in tyrannies and plutocracms societv
- writhing with the mavgots of greed,

~outrage and fraud to ohtain wealth.

Force is used to mamtain po?c;essmn,

‘law .barriers created to !prese
perty rights, with the sbld{er -bavo-
net and pollceman s baton to maintain

law and order agalnst ﬂ]e dlsposqe.qq- -

£
These antagonisms, t;he sympto-ms

of the disease of civilisation are more
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marLed at this period than any othe
It 1s an age of world wide commercial-
ism, big capital and high finance, with

so-called free parliameénts, and liberal

constibutions and general all round
palaver, and word spinning to cover

the svmmptoms of our diseased mnhsa-'

tion.

Such arc a few of the -symptoms of
the eruptions. and festering |soreg ot
of the disease called ‘“‘ervilisation.””

. Many nations that have (*ontlacted the
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dsease have succumbed. qOme have

contracted new phases and symptoms
of the disease, and the disease has
been modified - f')r a- time, M heing
over-run from without bv SeMI- hdl‘]hn*

“1ans.  Muanv are still in the agony of

1t
It 1s. held by many that our modern

civilisation having reversed the pro-

(edm‘e of former phaqoq of soclety,—
that 1s, 1t has ngled the disease to a]l
parts of the clobe, and lnmqu civil.

sation” on all races and nations; it must

ultimately peush or at least ' become

stagnant owing to the want of stimu-
lating force from without. ‘\ocordnw
to these pessimistg there 18 no . hope
for humanity. 2But we Snmahqts hold
otheérwise. We recognise fmem 1)
society to-day that never existed In anvy
former phase of civilisation, forces that
must destrov civilisation. We dimlyv
have. rr]nnpce of the future form of
society fmel from the dem"ld e dis-

case called “‘civilisation,”” free of the
antagonism and conflicts of individual

against individual, class agams‘( class,
with all the brutahqmg omldttmns such
conflicts entail.- We sece a I‘etm n to a

form of society based on mutﬂa] help.

Thoreau truly.savs: ‘“The imomln g

Wmd ever blows, the power of| ereation

B unm‘rerlupfod—-——but few are the éﬂ\l |
that hear it.”” Yet how ecan thoqe who

-are caug ht in the whirlpool 0{ private

oain, nnd engaced in the operation of
removing wealth from their] neigh-

“bour’s pocket, and In fattenin$ on the
)

vitals of the poor,—conceive the glory-

-of- the re-creation of society, of a so-
ciety that will enable the idividual

to give eXpr ession to all the highest
attributes’ of humanity, ,,Lattrzl)utoq of
which to-day we have only a very dim

pe""(‘m)tmn

Civilisation |

Civilisation ! The first . frmt of this
civilisation has been to spi'ead over the

earth the truth- killing Russian censor-
ship. The second is thattwe have.come
back to the days.of human HdCI‘lﬁC

with this difference, however, that in

the barbarous ﬂavs of anc lent history

four or five prlsoners of ‘war were of-
fered each vear to please a much-fear-
ed divinity, whereas now four or five

‘millions are qaemﬁced to the ! fetlshes

of the day. o
Lammenais once wrote : Samn -

spired the ovpressors. of mankind with _

a fiendish thought. - He said ﬁo them :
In each. family take the strongest and

“bravest men and give them arms.
Then T shall give them two idols, call-

ed Honour and Loyalty, and jone law:
-which they shall call Obedience to

Duty. T‘hev shall worship these 1dols
and bhndlv obey this law.’”’

"GEORGE BRANDE‘
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The Stockholm Conference

The Internatloual Socialist bonfer-
ence at Stockholm, attended asitis by
representatives from all the belligerent
countries, will be a tremendous power

for peace, and with peace. for the So-

cial revolutlon

The American Government has re-
fused passports to American delegates
to attend. They will not ‘be allowed
to pass the bounds of the Statue of
Iaberty Buf important though
America is lndustl ially, she stands or
falls by Europe. And the. Stoekholm
Conference will bhe sitting presumably
in permanent session to force the end
of the War by workingelass action.

The ruling cliques of Kurove have
et forces i motion which thev cannot
control, and which threaten to over-
whelm' humanity. Nothing but Wm‘k-.
ingclass pressure, ,.nupled “with® the
pressure of starvation, can now restore
sanity.  The restoration of sanity now
means the mauguration of Socialism.

- On May 1st, we now learn through
the mail papers, there” was a general
strike thmugh()u‘f Austria- Hungarv

Demonstrations were held in Vienna,
when Socialist leaders made speeches
demanding peace without annexations,
without humiliation of anv of the bel-

ligerents, and protesting against fur-
ther qheddlng of blood. Reb()lutlt)ﬂq
in favour of “I'irst of May and Peace.”

At Budapest there was a general
cessation of work in all factories- Bus-
iness establishments were shut, and no
newspapers appeared. In consequence
of the widespread unrest newspapers
from Germany up to and including May

Ist were rigidly censored.

In Berlin the workers remained at
work at the request of the Socialist or-
ganisations. Are they holding them-
selves in so as to act when the Stock-
holm ‘Conference gives the word?

. The Russian workmen give everv:

indication of holding their own against
the counter-revolutior. Factories are

being controlled by them, and profits

are bemg eliminated. T he fraternisa:
tion undoubtedly contlmles for we see.
but half-hearted claims to fh(, contrary :
and fraternisation of the Russian and
German soldiers cannot but mean that
the revolutionary spirit is taking hold
of Germany, where, once alight, it Wl"
hecome 1nvincible 1n Europe

sty gt Syl B R e YRRt i R £

- But, above all, this thirst for know-
ledge 1s untlrelv unselfish with the

-workingman. The worker at a machine

will not bhe able to raise his income
through the knowledge he may ac-
quire. . 1t '1s not the possession of
knowled e, but the desire to acquire it
that eonstltutes the philosopher. It
1s among the despised - and 1gnorant
class of the modern proletariat that the .
philosophical spirit of the most brilliant
members of the Athenian aristocracy 1«
revived. But the free movement of this
spirit is not possible in modern socie-
ty . . .only the triumph of Socialism
can render accessible to the proletarlat
all the sources of culture.

DANIEL DE LEON’
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The Mmeworkers Ballot

lot on the Chamber of Mmes offer was

given this week. The Chamber of MIDBS_'

made certam substantlal concesslons,
(8ops and brlbes) to the Mineworkers’

demands on andltltlon that they
would ehange thelr Constltutlon
Last year the Mmeworkers Union

o devolved a lot of its central work on_

to Districts Commuittees. This gave

great impetus to the Union . various
centres by the development of local in-
1itiative and local .control ‘of half the
income. This did not suit the. Chamber

of Mines.

she Union,

reviled 1n the past, was the most pll-

ablé control to Chamber of Mines in-

The development of local au-
has - 1esulted in "local stml\es

fluence.
tonomy

from which the Union hae nearly al- .

ways come out vl(,torlous These 1n
turn have stimulated the membershlp
with the result that the Union is to-dav
becoming a powerful well-knit force.

Much therefore “turned on whether
the men. would retain their system of
local automony, ard this they did by a
small majority. The Mineworkers’
therefore stand as thew Were relvmg;
-eolelv on their unity. -

A further development is the deécis-

ion of the Reduction work’
link up with the - 5:A. Mineworkers’
Union instead of forming one of their
own. ., And there is a move among the
surface men to organise with the rest
of their fellow workers in the mines,
as a result of the Randfontein victory.
If the undérground men take pains at
Wllis juncture to provide - efficient de-
- partmental representation to these sec-

tions of Mineworkers, the! result will

he the formatlon of a lnost powerul
unr’on | &l

The methods ‘of the Sho St

ards

Organisations in Glasgow, Sh fiield,

Leeds and Manchester should be fol-
lowed.” The Reduction Men and the
Surface Men should' appoint separate
Conveners on each mine. . These, with
- the Shaft Stewards would form a
Mine Stewards Commlttee in. direct

eommunication with the Head Office.

Thus tHe separate interests of. eaob sec-
tion will be safeguarded Wlthg_l&t dis-

- rupting the unity of the Mineworkers

as a whole. ‘
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‘““We are now at war, and mlhtant |
pacificists are reminded that - there ’;s

mo shortage of hemp or lamp posts.’’

' The above quotation is - not from
darkest Russia that was, - nor from
German Junkerdom; it is from the -

‘““Wall Street -J ournal 2 quoted bv the

”Weekly People 7
Soon we shall expect to se\e the tldP

~of emigrants -turning east instead of
Imagme thousands upon thous-

west.
ands of poor steerage passengers land-
ing at Petrograd from America- and

- England in search of liberty! - .

. )

The result of the Mlneworkers Bal-‘ _

When it was too late they '
discovered that the eentral control of
which they. had so much

men 40
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" the Socialist
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“his mission'‘was of a sort

Prowncml < Council

118 assured in both places.

‘Bunting’s
Street shows a geod, healthy So
element existing, sufficient to win the

~ South African pohtlcs
.~ pull uver the other
‘makes the propaganda work compara-.

__THE INTERNATIONAL.
Oh, Mr. 0'Grady!

F. W. Jowett M.P., writes to “The
Merthyr-ﬂ Ploneer of May 5th ag fol-

- lows —-—--f-' -

It 18 now generallv understood that

the visit. of "Messrs. Thorne, O*Grady
and Saunders to Russia has not been
a success. The Petrograd correspond-
ent of the ‘““Sunday Times’’ reported,

directly after the so-called delegation °
arrived 1n the Russian capitaly that

“Russian Labour was askimg why the
-Brltlsh Government and not the British .

. Labour parties elected to send these
delegates The British Ambassador at
Petrograd 1s doing his best to adver-
tise the; delegation, but the more as-

siduously he chaperons. the ™ trio the
more suspicious becomes the attitude

of Russiun Labour towards then .

In the same 1ssuc Mr. Iowott remarks

| that 2 Russian Cpuiser happened to bo

in British waters.  The crew held
meeting - ;I‘Dd p:.ls'sed a resolution re-
questing the captain to ptrovide facil-

ities for one of their number to gather
information on matfers of 1mpoxtan( o
to them from Labour and Socialist or-

The appear-

ganisations 1n England.
saitof 1 the

ance. of the' Russian

| lobby of the House of Commom led to

many enquiries from Press men, ‘bhut
apparently. said Jowett, the nature of
hm had no
wish to advertise, for thev made o
mention of 1t the fol]owm,q dav.

[
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The Electaon Fight

Andrews and Buntmg Nommated

Nomlnati,on day for the Transvaal

Elections
Comrade Andrews proposed and sec-
onded by a quartette of workingmen

. at the Benoni Court House. The benchex
¢ were filled with Unionist and Labour

supporters waiting -and wondering if
nomination would be
forthcoming. Mr.
Candidate had already been nomiinated

~ when the Socialist platoon trooped in,
" Comrades Chapman and- Glastolnbul 'y
proposing and seconding Comrade W.

"H.

1nat-

!

Andrews. The.Unionists no

ed Mr. Ravmond Sellers.

Comrade Bunting was duly nomin-
ated for Commissioner Street, Where A

'four -cornered contest will take ﬁlace
18, every

"In both Divisions there
prospect of encouraging lesults, anil
if all the comrades will put their backs

into the fight, a victory for Socialism
Comrade

Commlsilonm
1al1st

canvass 1N

Election with a little hard work-: .

At Benom Comrade Andrews’ name

as the foremost workingclass name in
g1ves a great

candldates, and

tively easy. At Boksburg North one

Labourite who was canvassed, although

a Ppro-war
ability to vote agams‘t Andrews, though

“he would not vote for

man, expressed his 1n-

hlm o We

-rh a

crowd,

found -

and more ma‘.

" Kuper, the T.abour

lowering the hours of work, and other

3

wish to appeal to all our Benon:i com-"
rades and supporters to rally to the
Commlttee Room in Market Avenue to
give their help. There are plenty of
class war men in Benoni who would

~help were thev not apprehensive of
victimisation.

comrades are working lke
trojans. A lot of work requires to be
done in the distribution - of . leaflets,
canvassing, buttonhohng the all-but-
converted, gettmg information about
removals, «aor  writing out- cards
1n the Committee Room, work to suit

“all temperaments. SO ROLIL UP,
ALL BENONI COMRADES.

Last Saturday night the (ampalgn

A few

was opened with an open-air meeting

‘ ~at Boksburg

North. Comrades Baren-
dregt, Reid, Ivon Jones and Chapman
did the talking: There was a good
a large proportimr of  whom
were anxious to hear. But a couple
ofi Labour Party rowdies (they claimed
allegiance to the S.A.T.P,) made
speaking difficult with violent abuse
and ‘“‘“Thpperary.”” However, good in-
dividual support was secured, and the

- ““Red I'lag’’ terminated the meeting.

Next Gaturda\ night Comrade J.
Forrester Brown will speak at Perry’a
Corner in Benoni. with Comrade
Barendregt 1n Dutch.

Provincial Election Fund.

Subscriptions are now appealed for
to carry on the I.S.L. campaigns of
Comrades Andrews and Bunting in the
present Provincial Council Elections
in the Transvaal.  Let us not be be-

hind our comrades in Europe in the

great fight. Happy we 1f by elect-

ing one or both of our Comrades to the .

Plovmmal Council we can sav that the

-Rand 18 not so far behind the Social- ;

ists of Potsdam in their recent blow at
Militarism.  Lists have been issued,
be ' ohtained from=* bhe "
office.. In the meantime. we

[.S.L.

have pleasure in acknowledging the

following reccived direct:

R-B., Pretoria £1

;
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Revolutionary ~Reforms.

‘However justifiable, or even neces-
sary, it may be that the workmen estab'--~
lish labour orgamsatlons for the ‘pur-.
pose of improving their condition, by

equally wholesome measures, it were -

~a profund- error to 1magine that such

reforms ‘delay ithe soclal revolution,
and equally mlstaken is the notion that
one cannot admit the usefulness of cer-

tain social reforms without admltﬁmg

ociety

that 1t is possible to preserve.
upon its present basis. On the

cause, as it has been shown, they stim-. -

' ulate the course of events, and becausde,

so far from ‘removing the suicidal ton- -
dencies of the capitalist sysbem, they

KAUTSKTY

i

.

help them along

. cen-vfi' '
“trary, such reforms may be suﬂmrﬁed
- from the revolutionary standpoint 173-
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