THE PRESIDENT OF THE

AR




D &
= URIVERsIBADE
= o
= LIBaoA

o
s
+,

o/

-

Dr. Agostinho NETO
President T che el sl

i

g— mwimw'm aki, Ban Guie coulaeds copn
o Colirenc ﬁrf&(_m’ v vt Hirt owma LG Mdria epfam b 0w -
Lavielia mo o o na - cetonialiCons .

£1 e tplomnrmant gks tadscacnt am Topminsoets
Nociontis e pate Lbodhers Mo Celiniay folhprasen, sar 4 -

Jacrot e tavimsrTen & Ariila, Ie Guind o 8 Fegra mbiqus, ae
Mﬂ-‘hﬁv MMM" oo PR hﬁ-ﬁ,&m&-tﬁ‘-
deine Ao goveero fraciaTh fologeds « ora i (a2 |
bedelba conlin o elaniolitnn . 3 '
MM&W@M‘*&,%M
w&-bsi‘m o ran juise®, am Gresvomdn, oo ipi- i
Laxes | & dien 1o 5000 apy il R, da rhre LSR
ol Grisreipatil do, masity ofuotnse B5h Aondnais /-
(ogrils .« Mals, Loliwe,; Gake 0 TT e & & fsmnea ervgeon-
fim&-n-?u Mwlmnfﬂnﬂadﬂtm,dﬂ-&
goarro. Golia = Guassia & a tp pliveges |
S candiced manpat, da vena iloka aic o (Snidede
4-M¢£m:~c;f¢wdn,%m&mu-ﬂénh,
:&ﬂm;}-‘?Mim uhmnh.-h-..gu‘a.'
Condice,  parfo o dls/hd-'m k> Meramoals resmida
“a CONAP 9l a pallhor faraadin diso Amsvme i G,
Alim A3 o Gutpem Grndia o Dadfodnn
Fuss,, By orrai tacd deegia'liias do lobe o pumty,
A cugo ofnte o SildinieSade sa dave o mintia

{

&Wadw,Mbnbwfrﬂqnﬂ,
Copeiarls Ja Gua qmm&mmwh&m
MMH—MWM&M) ceordni bui

rths 20 1362

Ay -




This is an unforgettsble moment for me, returning to the
African Continent, which is living through a day-to-day.  struggle

againgt colonialism and neo-colonialisgm,

I have great pleasure in conveying to the Nationalist Move-
ment for the Liberstion of the Portuguese Colonies, and especial-
ly to the Movements in Angola, Guinea and Mozambigue, the fra-
ternal greetings of a companion in the struggle just freed from
the prisons of the fascist Portuguese government and now:recuperat-
ing for the fight ageinst colonialism,

I pay the most heartfelt tribute to the fighters killed on
the battlefields and in prisons, to the prisonersythe exiles and
as a whole, to all the militents in the noble struggle-for the
emancipation of the African nations under Portuguese domination.

I have felt their growing hope for the rapidly approaching end of

this war against oppression and exploitation.

The urgent preconditiong for our victory.are-Unity and firm
determination to elimingte the foreign yoke from our countries by
whatever means are necegsary. These preconditions, which are the
objectives of the Movements grouped within the CONCP, are the best

guarantee of our Victory. PO il

To our allies in the war against colonialist barbarism
among whom 1t count Portuguese progressives and dcmocratic organi-
sations throughout -the world to whose efforts I owe my releage -
I extend a fraternsl embrace,conscious that the struggle agsinst
the exploitation of man by man anywhere in the world is a direct

contribution to' our liberation.

July 1962-

AGOSTINHO NETO




Dr. ANTONIO AGOSTINHO NETO was born on. 17 September 1922

in Icolo e Bengo, a re¢zion near Luanda, He had a rather

difficult childhood, as has been weflected in many of

his revolutionary poems, Ucmrade ieto's father was a Pro
testant pastor and, like so many other Angolan famiiie?,

the family was poor and numerous, But Comrade Neto was a

hard-working and persevering pupil and was therefore able
to complete his secondary school studies. He then spent

three years (1944-47) working in the Luanda Health Servi
ceg.to help his %amily.

ionali Comrade Neto had already started to
€\1n nationalist activities during this period,
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1ey were still very limited at _that +time,

Recognising his intelligence, -~ few compatriots and

Iriencs decided to assist him in pursuing his gtudies and
they paid for him to go to Portugal, In 1947, . therefors,
Comrare Neto went to Portusal to study m dicine, first 1in
the town of Coimbra, where he spent thres years, and then

Ideciaed

at the University of Lisbon, where he completed his
io

course, An American Methodist Church Organisat
later to grant him a scholarship. Comrade Neto not only
studied in Portugal, but he also wrote revolutionary

poems, some of which have become world famous, and he
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pursued his activities as an Angolan nationalist.

Alarmed at Comrade Neto's nationalist activities,the
arrested him for the first time in 1952 and he spent
months in the Caxias prison, near lisbon. He was
because there was not sufficient evidence to try
even when he was * hr‘ Q .Comrade- Neto did not
revo]ut*ﬁnjvy work, ~ t'i}f his release, Comrade

hiz revolutiondry’ 1life and the PIDE- 'e sted

1955, This. was-the EbCOﬂd time. He was put in the
prigon. Tried.by the Plénarv Tribunal in Porto, he

1

sorfeﬂced,to eighiteen months of reformatory prison,
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it

having been proved that e had attended a /youth meeting.

as rﬂpreocwtiTive of the youth in the | Poru4cuose Colonies.

He was : restored. to freedom in 1957, after twenty-eight

months of imprisonment, since the colonialistg-had

him in prison for ten mo onths before the t?idi was
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and respected Comrade Neto

kept

held.

Many nTOJr gsive people in ies, who knew

L&HLQJ against the PIDE's imprisonment of our comrade.

After his releacse, he went
with his nationalist activities,

were not aware of this,

Comrade Neto had,carried.on wiftl
during the time he spent in
comrade Tinished his studies wi 5 doctorate

That same year he married a young.anti-fascist

girl,: The PIDE prevented him from returning to
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try. Only in 1959 did the Portuguese coloniali
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rise his return and he went Dback with wife and son. In

Luanda, Comrade NETO worked as a doctor among our people,
and 2all the time he carried on with his revolutionary
work as President of the MPLA orgenisation insideAngola.

The PIDE persecuted Comrade NETO, but the MNPLA sctivi-
tieg continued. Then the PIDE arrested our comrade yet
another time, in Jun 1960. But the Angolan people were
already aware that we were all going to have to drive the
Portuguese colonialists out of our country. The people of
Icolo ¢ Bengo demonstrated against the imprisonment of
Comrasde NETO. The colonialist police attacked the people,
killing 30 and wounding 200 of our compatriots in Icoloe
Bengo. This event has gone down in_ our history as the

MASSACRE DE" ICOLO E BENGO«

It wag dangerous for the Portuguese to keep the Pregident
of 'the WPLA in\ ANGOLA,since the people might have attacked
thecolonialiste's prison.So,out of feer,the Portuguese
deported our comrade to the island of Cape Verde(another
Portuguese colony in Africa). He was first deported totle
igland of Santo Antdo and then to the island of Santiago
for a year. All +this time he continued to exercise his
profegsion ags a doctor. His wife was his constant companion
during this period of exile. At +this time he was made

Honorary President of the NPLA.

He never stopped his political activities and so he was
arrested for the fourth time, in the town of Praia,on the

island of Santiego,and immediately to Lisbon where,after
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was released,
evidence,

repsidence

o+

the Angolan revolutionaries

Neto
wife

. IN“1962 THE
CTED, COMRADE NETQ PRESIDENT OF| THE MPLA:~ TODAY

FOREMOST OF-.QUR.-R&ZVOLUTICNARY MOVEMENT,

IGOLAN. PEOPLE,






