 helped by other constderatrons.
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Our .- '
justitication. ; Internatlonal”

the . anti-militacists

International Socialist League (8.A.).

done in the hngermg hope that the Party might relent consrderably
in the apphcatron of its '‘see it through" policy, and afford some
prospect of wrnnrng it back to what the Internationals consider its
native . prmcrples. ~ But. it was not to be. Drunk with its newly-
found ascendancy, the ma]orlty rode rough-shod over all finer senti-

ments of old assoclatlonsé comradeship, freedom of thought or

workmg class quahﬁcatlone, and, with one eye on the pledge and
‘the other on the Capltallst Press insisted ‘upon the imposition of

1ts Impenahsm on that pledge, and on it8 signature anew: by every |

c‘andldate for pnbhc offlce.

| Two poles \Vrth the anXiety of the ¢ oae section to protest
n;_ntllcllly its . loyalty to the Empire by coonstant pablic
repu]sive. drssocnanon from the Internationals, and the

lmpatzence of the Internationals at the growing

-

| ﬂagwaggmg propetzsxtres of the majorrty, the antagonism! within the
| Party soon created an 1mpossrble sttuatlon, and the lmk ﬁnall)

~ broke.

In addition to the inevitable estrangement, the secession was
The Party has become deﬁmtety

ramted with mnhtarrsm and Imperialism. The altermatives were

to- rema.ln srlent wrthm the Party, (an unthmkable attitiide),. or |

roudiy to proc!atm true working class prrncxples L which latter

| mevntably made for expulsion in any case. |

| The two "

It was a case of duty to the Internatlonal as agalnst

unities. the obligation to working class unity. - It soon .be-

came evident however that\ unrty for us meant |
upity with: the antl war minorities of Socnalrsm all over the world.

It was even felt Iatterly that the best answer to those who wrahed
“bore from wnthm was that no reclamatlon of the party to
Socralmm after the war will have any v1rtue unless a section of it '
have unmistakeably rebelled agamst its capltulatlon to capltahsm.
We claim that in the present conflict our best service to, South

‘ Africa will.be rendered by considering the clalms of . hnmamty at

We have apphed the same prrncxple here. The best way to
secure local umty isto make. Internatlonal unity our gmde. ..
Wnether or not the present Labour Party will ever desire or de-

serve .any workmg affiliatfgh with the League on its return to

samty, the lmperatrve duty of the hour lS [0 gwe adeqnate vorce
madeé |

'secessron mev:table--wel‘ and good. The fact that the fipal break

Sonth Afrlca. If that has

to the Interna.tronal spirit in

was preceded by some lmgermg hesrtatron, »ot to say vaczllatxon, is

..'I | ] | . % ; "J:
l:? . ‘ 4'1\" . + K
‘-a 1

‘ | éé '
As was announced in last week’s 1ssue of The _
have de-

seceded from the South African

Labonr Party, and have formed a seperate; organlsatlon called the -
The first step was the "

- formatron of the Internatlonal League within the Party. This was

The Org'an of the Interna t onal Socialist League (S A. )/

Rogrsterod at the Goneral Poet Omce as a N ewspaper
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a guaranteé of earnest consideration.

;Great; , And now the priociples of International
’ responsrbilitros. ' Socialism in South Africa are in our

,._ - . keeping. We ha.ge undertaken great re- '
sponsxbrhtrese Every member of the League must feel the need

for concentratmg all available energies on making the organisation
- well worthy of ‘the principles which it iS to enshrine. Wae have the
whole of South Africa to organise; and if we do not make the
. lnteroatlonal bocxahst League the most eflective and best organised
Part} of the workers in South Africa, we hope to at least deserve.

that success. .

New-_MethOdS. We ttust the League will draw new Iessons
. from the spinit of the time. It will endeavonr

to ascertain from the experiences of the past year the pitfalls in or--
gamsatron whu:h should be avoided. The Provisional Constitution.

of the League: appears in another column., It is purposely simple-
and ernbracmg, 1nsxst1ng ﬁrmly on the one prmc1ple which accounts
We have learnt something of the dapgers of
too e]aborate constitutions and pledges Greater freedom of action
will undoubtedly mark the Labour movement of the future. The:
- War on Wdr League has done magmﬁcent work on a constitution
of two lines only, provmg that hard personal servrce in the Branches,
and not constltutrons, will do the work.

for our existence.

There was a case not long ago of an electric plant
Worklng of 1tself all night through after the atten-
‘ _ dant had been electrocuted - The Labour Party
is very much in that position. Most of 1ts Branches aAre nOw mere
skeletons kept in belng by persons rnterested 1n gettmg nomlnated
for public office. The League will not follow the told method of
forming Branches of ten in every constltuency Runnxng candi-
dates for publlc bodies will only be one of cur methods, and not
perhaps the most 1rnportant one. Strong central Branches there-
fore rather than many small and scattered ones, Is the securest

Larger
Branches.

organlsatlon
A;p])eal to0 Ip this connection we w ould appeal to the Socfa-
Socialists, list Societies of Durban, Capetown, Pretoria, as.

we]l as other kindred - organisations, to link up
into- one International Sacialist Orgamsat:on for South Africa.

¥ Most: encouraging response is being given by isolated Socialists in

all parts of)South Africa, to whom the Labour Party has not been
-able to make any appeal. The Socialists of the Transvaal have |
f*;-:.;grven sufficient guarantee of ﬁdehty to the cause which’ they now es-

pouse to give them the right'to urge upon. the organised SOCIahsts
- of the other Provrnces to link up at all costs. The Conference of -

the League whrch it 1s hoped to call in a few months time should

 be representanve of tHe whole of South Africa. We look with con-
fidence to them to rise. to ‘the greatness of the occasion, and form in
South Africaan organlsatlon worthy of the Internatlonal. '

VVe have alornons tasks to perform for South Africa
and Socrahcm during the cormng years. The pature .

The __
outlook

Y
I
L
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of these ‘tasks ﬁill happlly prevezt our being  spoilt
by overmuch publtc applause. A dnllctante and ‘exclusive Inter-
natlouahsm will however have to be guarded against. The Inter-
‘national Socialist League will have the mora slgmﬁca.nce the trore
it tends to pull the workmg class of South Afraca with it.. This

involves a corresponding interest Rm industrlal orgamsatlon ‘Wlth a-

view to gwmg it-an Ioternatzonal outlook.
. -
The real

pr(pletariat

One of the Justlﬁcatlons for our withdrawal from the Labour Party
~ is that givés us untrammelled freedom fo deal regardless of polmcal

'i

THE | ‘INTEgH,éT_{;ogALQ E

«Capitalism-to its-foundations.

Moreover, an Internattonahsm whxch does not.
concede the fullest rights wbnch the pative work-

ing class is capa.ble of ol—almmg will-be & sham. -

- 1st Octobor,- 1315 a

fortuneq, with the greay and fascmatmg problem of the natlve It
thﬂ :League deal zesolutely in-con8onance with Socialist pnncmles
- with the native question, it W}" succeed 10 shakmg South African

Then and not till then, shall we be
able to talk about the South Afracan Proletariat in our International

-relation&. Not till'we free the npative can we hope to free tho
whlte Is rmhtansm to be destroyed caplta.hsm to be chained,

and thelust of conquest‘ dré.gged captive through the deep by

the 1mmaasui'ably fner order of the G"eat Intematlooal that 1: to
be?’ then |

SOCIALI$’18 OF SOUTH AFRICA UNITE !
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