Sudan:
Force for
the Future

The recent counterrevolmionary plots
uncovered by the Swdan Secret Service
reveal 1hat the imperialists, usimg the mos
reactionary ferces within the couniry, have
nod given up their aim of overthrowing the
govermment beaded by the presidemt of the
Sudanese Revolutienars Council. General
(Gaafar El Numeiry.

Last July 18, less than two months after
tbe taking of power, the govermment am-
nounced that they bad nipped in the bud
a plot headed by the old leaders of the
dissolsed Umma Party. which in alliance
with the Decmocratic Unionist Party had
zoverned the country for four years

With the backing of their sopperters in
the Army. the conspirators had formed a
clandestine “government”™ headed by Saddik
Abdel Rabhman Al Mahdi, a nepbew of the
Iman Mahdi. whe is a religious leader of
the Ansar sect which. im conjuction with

the Khatmia sect. the followers of Mirghani,
make up the Moslan populsiion Bodh
Islamic chiefs are also the main femdal
chiefs of the country whose families are
amonz the richest and most powerful in
the Arab world.

According to a report frem Haten Alla,
a member of the Revolutionary Coancil. the
coaspirators had faith in “foreign aid from
a military base locsted in a neighboring
couniry.” When the revolt was te begin four
fighter planes and an equal namber of
tramsport planes from a certain “foreign
power” were te arrive in Khartooan.

Later. on July 20. Prime Minister Abs-
bakar Awadalla announced that the govern-
ment “had ample material proof of the
support given by the United States and
West Germasy to the counterrevolutiomries
to cause disturbances in the couniuy.”

The separatists frem the south, whe had
comtacts with the lsrachis, were alse in-
volved in the plot, according to a com-
muniqeé from the Swodanese Ministry of
Interior. At the begioming e July the
Issacli Minisser of Forcign Relaticas. Aba
than, made a tour of the East African
countrics that berder oo the southern
provinces of Sudan: Uganda. Ethiepia and
Keaya,

Press reports emphasize the fact that in
Uganda Foreign Minisier Eban met with
the separatist chiefs who were refugees in
that country, to whom be had premised
all Kkinds of help against the present
Sudanese regime.

At the end of August, the Minister of
Intertor, Major Fareuk LHamadalla, uncov-
eted anotber comnterresolutiooary  plot
among the police in Equateria, the south-
ernmost province of the coantry. At this
time the President of the Council of the
Reselution, E] Numeiry reiterated the fact
that the Federal Republic of Gerouasy and
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lirsel ecenemically and militarily smpport
thbe soutbern cownterrevolutionaries and
that the Usited States and Emgland “offer
them all kinds of military instructien and
weapons.”

SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF
THE SOUTH

Traditionally Sudan ba: faced itwo funda-
mental problems: tbe archaic social, econ-
omic and political structures and the lack
of equality between the north and the
south which has been aggravated by ethnic.
tribal and religious discrepancies encouraged
by the interests of the celemialists and the
imternal resctionaries,

Of the 14 million inhabitants of the
coantry, more than 10 million are Moslems
who live in the portherm provinces and
the rest are made up of Animist and
Christians who live im Equatoria, Babr el
Ghazal and Upper Nile. Even though the
entire country is submerged in a disturbing
state of unBerdevelopment, the south has
always been the most backward area. and
bas been the sictim of discrimination and
of the dominatiom of the oligarchy whidch
conirelled the governmeot and resided m
the north.

This situation has given rise to resemt-
mest and batred charpened by radal,
veligious, federalist and separatist slogans
In 1933, on the eve of the independence thst
thcy were to obtain the following vear
from ‘the mew Eziptian govermment which
rose out of the 1932 revolution. the separa-
tists. egged on by the colonialists, rose up
im arms in the three soumtherm provinces.
After several years, with the majority of
their forces defeated, the chiefs of the
rebellion sough: asylam in the neighboring
countries, bui fighting still goes on in some
regiomns.

Gemeral Numeiry stated that the existing
sitoation 3o the south “cannot be solved
by means of war.™ The government ree-
ognize other ethnic groups on the condition
that this did not jeopardize the umity of the
country_

National wmity is of exceptional impor-
tance for political stability. In accordance
with this, the Minister who is in charge
of southem affairs, Joseph Karmak, igvited
all the Sodancse refugees to return te their
couniry, and at the beginming of Auguu
sent a special plane to Kampala, the capital
of Uganda, to carry tbe first group of
refugees from the southern provinces.

In response 1o the proposals from

Khartoom. the separatist chiefs have re-
jected any idea of unity and have sel mp
several “governments” in exile. 3n s last
issme, the weekly Jeume Afrigue reported
the creatien of a new group headed by
General Enzidio Tefeng Lodongo, who is
also chief of the Anyva-Amava movement
which has used to its own advamiage the
imequalities prevalent in the two aceas of
the country.
Likewise Lodongo has refused to recogmize
or bave any dealings with the “provisional
government of the Nile.” set ap some weeks
ago by Gosdon Mortat Mayen, another
secessionist chief.

The “sudden™ formatien of these separs-
tist growps enimcide with the Israeli Fereign
Minister's tour of East Africa, which leads
us to believe that s=ch activities have been
synchronized with the projected counter-
revolutienars ceups in Khartoom.

THE WAYS AND MEANS OF
DEVELOPMENT

Internationally, the Sudanese Government
has taken imponant measures of an um.
deubtedly progressive nature: sapport fer
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the Palestinian gmerrillas and the African
liberation movemens; greater rapprocbe-
ment with the Arab ceuntries: closer rels-
tions with the socialist countries: recozni-
tion ef the Dcmecratic Repahlic of Ger-
many and the Sowth Viet-Nam Provisional
Rcvolutionars Government. It has  diplo-
matic relations on embassy level with the
Democratic Republic of Korea. the Demeo-
cratic Republic of Viei-Nam and others.

But paticaally they will bave to make
a gigantic effort 1o devedop hat huge
coantrs of msore than two and a kalf millien
squace kilometers with its rich poteniial but
with an unimnaginable degrce of backward-
mess and poverty.

The Prime Minister and Minister of
Fereign Relations, Abuhzkar Awadalla,
who was coe of the leaders of the 1964
“Octeber Revolmtion™ which overthrew the
dictatoeship of General Ibrahim Abboud,
recently declared: “In facr all the activities
of our society demand urgent and im-
mediate reforms, since our society ha: been
stagnant since we gained oar independence.
We are going 0 put an end to the mative
administration, intredece health reforms,
~ducatienal reforms, as well as taking care

of the urgent demands of the people. These
will be our goals.™

The Sodapese leaders bave begun to take
the ecomomic power out of the hands of
the main famils clans who traditienally also
had political power., In tbhe middle eof
Augn:l. the government confizcated the land
and property of the two main families:
Al Mahdi and Al Mirghani.

According to an amnouncement made by
Major Abd Kassin Ibrahim. a member of
the Coumcil of tbe Revolutien. in addition
to the land. a coiton mill and a vegetable
0il enterprise in Western Sudan were
coenfiscated from the Al Mahdi family. Beth
the Al Mahdi family and the Al Mirghani
family owed the state a half million
Sad.nese pounds in back takes

The Sudanese leaders have declared that
the people cxpect their aspirations to be
made a reality by the men who lead the
Revolatioa amd for them to show the
bnght side of Sudam in the intermational
field. and on the domestic sceme for them
1o werk toward radical economic, social and
caltural changes which will place the
country om the path of progress and
socialism





