 Guinea (B):
~ political and
’ __in_ili;fdr_y- --_s'i_tu'ui_ion .

by Almicar Cabral
THE MILITARY SITUATION

D uring 1967, enemy dactivities were es-
sentially the following:

Intensive and daily werial and naval bom-
bardments of liberated regions, specially the
area around Kitafine, Cnbuecare and Tom-
bali {Southern region), Biambi and Mores
{Northern region), and Xitoli, {(Eastern).

Aitempts to invade and reconguer certain
liberated areas, specially in the South (Ka-
fine, Cubisseco and the surrounding areas),
in the North and Centre (Biambi, Mores
and Saara}, by means of powerful combined
operations, invelving Army, Navy and Air
forces, inclnding troops in helicopters.

Coups de Main operations, carried on

mostly by helicopters landing, aimed at ter-
rorizing the population by burning crops
and destroying our bases, (mainly in the
area of Biambi, Tombali, and Kafine).

Daily and continuous bombings, during
which the enemy used [ragmentation and
napalm bombs, and for the first time white
phesphorous bombs, can be considered by
far the most important operations that the
Portnguese: colonialists had launched dur-
ing the past year, These savage bhombings,
which were aimed mostly at the population
of villages in the liberated areas, demons-
trate the desperate sitwation of the enemy,
and reveal an intentional genocide policy
from the government toward our people.
The region of Kitafine alone, which is
about one sixtieth of all liberated areas,
received during last year more than twe
thousands bombs of all kinds, and the area
is still under daily hombardments. If it’s
trne that the bombings have destroyed
some tenths of villages, and killed a hund-
red or so persons among the civilian popu-
lation, it is also true that the enemy did not
acheive its goal, which was to force the po-
pulation to abandon the couniry and te para-
lyze our struggle, Portuguese taclics were
frustrated because of the pelitical conscious-
ness of the population, the security me-
asures taken, and the resistance offered by
our combalants to aerial attacks,

In spite of our deficiencies in means of
fighting aerial attacks, we have fought Por-
tnguese airerafts, attacking them every
where, specially in the area of Kilafine,
where the action of our troops against For-
tuguese air force, can be considered heroic,
The enemy was forced by our resistance to
almost totally discontinue the use of relati.
vely slow bombers, (B-26, Dornier D0-27
and P2V), at low altitudes, to nse massively
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instead Jet planes adapted for bombings
(Fiat 91 and Sabre). By shooting down 3
planes and by damaging about ten others,
without the enemy being able to achieve
its purpose, we have inflicted a great loss
to Portuguese air force. One must also add
two other airerafts destroyed and three
others damaged during the recent attack te
the airport of Bissalanca, by a commande
of our armed forces. If these numbers of
destroyed or damaged aircrafts are not great
when taken in absolute, it is nevertheless
very significant relatively to the number
of airerafts based in our Country; it repre-
sents abeut 40% of Portugnese air effectives
in Guinea.

By using every means at its dispesal, the
enemy has atterapted to invade and recon-
quer certain liberated regions, During those
attempts the enemy has used in combined
operations, land, air, and naval forces, but
nevertheless suffered crushing defeats. In
fact with great courage and increasing ini-
tiative, our combatants, supported by the
sarmed population, inflicted heavy losses in
human lives and war materiel to the enemy.
Losses that we have suffered, plus the quan-
tity of burned agricultural produoces, and
the cattle killed by the enemy during these
operations, are by far less than Portugunese
losses. . Under continous attacks of our
forces, the so-called bridge-heads esiablished
by our enemy in Naga (Northern part of
the Country), and in Gangenia in the region
of Cubisseco (Southern part), proved to
be graveyards for the colonial troops which
were thus denied the strategic advantages
they were looking for,

Using mostly troops brought in helicop-
ters, and sometimes supported by the land-
ing of marines, the enemy has carried on
coup. de main operations against liberated
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areas, aimed at terrorizing the population,
burning our agricultural produces and des-
troying our bases. Our combatants have
faced with determibation these coups de
main, inflicting the enemy heavier losses
than those we have suffered, We have suc-
ceded in destroying three helicopiers, da-
maging many others and we have put omt
of action great number of enemy soldiers.

Our activities have been mostly char-
acterized by:

Systematic ettecks against enemy fortified
camps in urban centres, using mortars,
recoiless cannons, bazookas and other weap-
ons on every f{ront, but mostly on the
Northern and Scuthern arveas of the Coun-
try.

Attacks against boais transporting troops
and merchandises on the rivers, one of few
means of transportation left to the enemy,
to supply its intrenched and isolated camps,
mostly in the areas near the rivers Farim,

Cumbidja, Buba, and the Komo channel.

Vigorous ambushes against enemy attempts
to travel on some roads.

Commando operations against urban cen-
ires, airports, and dock installations.

Since enemy troops have been paralyzed
in their imtrenched camps in urban areas,
most of our operalions are now character-
ized by systematic attacks on those mili-
tary camps. During those operations, we
have made 143 important attacks against
Portuguese camps, and desiroyed some of
them, (Guidage, S. Domingos, Suzana, Mis-
sira, Binmbi, Enxale, Guileje, Medjo, Em-
pada, Madina, and other less important
cataps)., We have inflicted 20 to 80%
damage to other military instalations, while
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inflicting the enemy heavy losses in hwman
Hives,

Systematic aitacks to enemy camps, are a
prelude to the final phase of our struggle,
which preconizes the destruction of Portu-
guese bhases, and the taking over of urban
centres. These atitacks are factors which are
essential for the demoralization of colonial
troops, who are now understanding that
they are in danger all over our country,
and that their intrenched camps are progres-
sively being transformed in graveyards,

Attacks against boats on the rivers, are
decisive operations which will aceelerate
and bring abont the defeat of the colonial-
ists in our Country. In fact for most of
the intrenched cammns indand now isolated
by our forees, waterways are the only means
open to the enemy to receive supplies, This
is why we have intensified and will inten-
sify every day these operations, in spite of
the difficalt conditions of the shores of our
rivers, regarding the placement of heavy
weapons on ihe right spot. With comrage
and initiative, our combaianls have sunk
27 hoats and damaged many others, causing
the enemy heavy losses in materiel and
human lives. Those operations were parti-

eularly striking on the Farim river (North-
ern part of the Country), where ounr com-
batants have sunk most part of those boats,
being most of them gunboats and petrol
boats.

Showing increasing expericnce, we have
mounted deadly ambushes, mostly near in-
irenched camps. These ambushes have oc-
curred muainly on the roads in contexted
areas (Centre-Western and Eastern parts of
the Country), and around ecertain wrban
areas (Mansea, Mansaba, Kebo, Guileje,
Catio, Empada and Bedanda). Besides, our
combatants were alse vigilants watching
all the enemy attempts to move ontside
main roads. Whenever they tried they had
to face our troops who drew them imto
engagements, defeated them and foreed them
to break ranks. During the same peried we
have ambushed and fought the enemy 476
times, withomt meniioning other less im-
portant operations. During those engage-
ments we have destroyed 116 military and
civilian vehicles, and damaged many others,
We have also capturcd a very important
number of materiel, including at least 86
G.3 Fall machine puns, 397 Mausers, 26



60mm mortars, an important number of
light weapons, 16 two-way field radio re-
ceivers, and many other materiel.

Related to these operations, we should
mention the vigorous attacks carried on by
our forces in the region of Gabu, near the
town of Gabu. During an ambush, our
forces destroyed five trucks, put out of
action 32 enemies, captured one enemy
soldier, 18 American made machine-guns,
and 8 Mausers. During an engagement in
the village of Bissassema, in the Southern
part of the Country, our forces killed 18
enemy soldiers, captured 3 prisoners, in-
clnding an officer, and an important num-
ber of materiel, among which 8 field radios
in geod working conditions. In the North-
ern area of the Country and also in the
region of Canchungo and on the route Man-
coa-Mansaba, ambushes mounted by our
combatants have resulted in great losses of
life and materiel for the enemy.

With commando operations against urban
centres, airports and dock installations, our
pressure on the enemy has reached a new
phase, Those operations proved to be very
efficient and very important, specially in
increasing demeralization among colonial
troops and in discrediting the enemy near
the population in urban centres. We have
Jaunched 22 important commando operations
mainly in the North of the Country (Bula,
Canchunge, Mansos, Binar, and the ports
of Binta and Farim), and in the South
{Catio, port of Ganjola and Tite). As part
of these operations, we have to mention the
attack of Bissalanca, the most important
enemy airbase located only 10 kms. from
the centre of Bissau, the capital. During
this attack, which was launched on the 19th
of Febrnary 1968, we have destroyed the
control tower, three parairoop barracks, two
planes, and damaged many others. We do
not need to make any comment to stress
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the political and military importance of
this particular operation,

During the same period ‘we have killed
1905 enemy troops, among them a major
and many other officers, and wounded
a high and undetermined number of them.
These statistics are confirmed by declara-
tions made by prisoners and deserters the
Iast deserter admitted that 793 coffins were
sent to Portugal during 1967, and many
others were awaiting Lo be sent, as of his
desertion. Moreover; Portuguese authorities
can not hide the fact that military and
civilian hespitals in Guinea and Portugal
are filled with thousands of wounded, most
of them casualties coming from Guinea, One
should not forget that an important num-
ber of wounded soldiers are directly sent
to the Federal Republic of Germany,
{Frankfurt mainly), to be ireated.

Our losses during the same period were:
86 combatants and 172 civilians killed, and
583 wounded ineluding casnalties resulting
from hombings. An increase in those figures
relatively to last vear’s, reflects the inten-
sification of combais and an increase in the
development of our struggle.

Considering that almeoest 80% of those
wounded are already back in their units,
and the number of dead is almost the
same as the yearly number of colonial vie-
tims before the war, we have all but a
strong veason to multiply our efforts and
fight until the total liberation of our
people.

The present situation on the three com-
bat fronts shows that we are not only ca-
pable of frustrating the desperate enemy ef.
forts during last year, but also of aggravat.
ing the situation of Portnguese troops.
Trapped behind their fortre:s, the merale
of colonial weops is getting progressively
lower as they are becoming inereasingly
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good targets for our wmoriars, cannonsg and
infantry forces. The activities of our ememy
is day by day reduced to aerial bombings
and to terrorist atiacks against the popula-
tion. Having increased the mobility of our
forces, we have demied the enemy the ef-
fectiveness of its aircrafts and helicopters
operations, causing the enemy increasing
insecurity with frequent and eoordinated
movements of our ferces,

Moreover we have carried on a thorough
reorganization of our armed forces, by in-
creasing the effeetives in our regular army,
by medifying the structure of the govern-
ing organs of the armed struggle and by
arming a great number of the civilian
population as enlarge the activities of our
regular army on the three frents, and te
improve the securilty of liberated regions,
by an effective participation of armed
population in the defense of these regions.

As of now, one of our major problems
in the Cape-Verde Islands, is to switch
from a political siruggle, to a direct armed
confrontation. In 1966 we had already made
important progresses in our political act-
vities, and in the preparation to enter &

new period of struggle in the Archipelago.
The colonialisis have reinforced their troops
in the Archipelago of Cape-Verde and are
making active preparations te spread their
colonial war. Aceording to the words of
some imporiant Porteguese leaders, the
colonialist do not hide the importance that
they ascribe to the Cape-Verde Islands as a
logistic base for the domination of Guinea
and other Portugnese colonies in Africa, as
well as for the strategy of the imperialism
against the African continent.

We should therefore do all we can to
extend as soon as possible the armed strug-
gle 1o the Cape-Verde Islands. The libers-
tion of Guinea would not have any mean-
ing while the Cape-Verde Islands remain
a Poriuguese base. We can even state, thar
becanse of the strategic importance of these
Islands, that their liberation is also indis
pensable. for the stroggle of Angolan, Mo-
zambican and South African peoples, (the
airfield on the Island of Sal is a South
African airbase}, and for the econsclidation
of the security of independent West Afri-
can States, against the eventuality of an
imperialist aggression. In case of aggression



the Archipelago would surely be used as a
logistic plaiform, This is thus the measure
of our responsibility regarding this major
problem —the development of armed strug-
gle in the Cape-Verde Islands.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION

Due to the success of our armed struggle,
Portugnese colonialists have lost political
control over most part of the Guinea popu-
lation, (in liberated areas, and areas still
in dispule), and as of now they only exert
political control over the population in
urban centres, and also through the in-
fluence of certain traditional chiefs in areas
where our activities are not yet significant,
(some sectors in the administrative district
of Bafata, Gabun, Canchungo and the Islands
of Bissau and Bolama), Even in these sec-
tors the pepulation is every day escaping
the control of colonial authorities which
usually do not venture oufigide the limits
of administrative centres.

Portuguese political activities are charac-
terized by: An intense deceitful propagenda,
carried on mostly over the radio, aimed at
diserediting the leadership and the ends of
our Party; a campaign of spreading confu-
sion among the population, to divide the
nationalist forces, to demobilize our fighters
and to undermine the unity of our organ-
ization, They also have tried to prove the
immaturity of Africa to become independ-
ent.

Demagogical tactics aimed at convincing
our people that it does not need to become
independent, since it is already indepen-
dent within the Portuguese Nation. In erder
to back up this propaganda, many -civil
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servants were promoted to higher govern-
ment jobs in Guinea and Cape-Verde and
even in Portugal itself. The authority of
traditional chiefs, faithfal to the colonialist,
was reinforced while young Africans have
forcefully been drafted into the colonial
army, into the so called militia—to fight
“bandits coming from outside™,

Social and psychoelogical campaigns by
stressing the necessity of progress, racial
equality, and fraternity between colonial
troeps and the population; the necessity of
defending the multi-racial and religiouns
Portuguese Nation against foreign domina-
tion, atheist, communism, etc, ete, A cam-
paign of smiles, open arms and sympathies
is also carried on and aimed at demobiliz-
ing our people, This campaign which took
place in sectors which still are under the
influence of some traditional chiefs (Bafa-
1z, Gabu and Canchunge regions) and in
urban centres, is also characterized by the
spreading of leaflets by planes over liber-
ated regions.

The success of our struggle which is get-
ting each day more support from our peo-
ple, is a clear proof of the defeat of Portu-
guese political tactics and activities. Never-
theless it is worth it to make a brief referen-
ce to certain facts which have also contribui-
ed to our success:

In 1967 the Party acquired a broadecasting
station —Radio Libertagio. This new fact
upset all the radio propaganda of the
colonialists, since they could not prevenmt
our ¢compatriots from listening to our daily
broadcasts. Thus, we could not only un-
mask and neutralize enemy propaganda,
but also enlarge our political activities,
with vast informative programs about the
course of our struggle, the goals of our

{(8) vIANINS



32

Party, crimes perpetrated by Portugnese
colenialists, information about African and
world events, etc. We have also organized
special programs intended for Poringuese
soldiers, informing them about the injust
and useless nature ‘of the war they are
fighting in our Country, A few month’s

experience have showed us that our Radio
Libertagio, whose programs have been im-
proving every day, can play a major role
" in the evolution of our struggle.

Enemy demagogic tactics suffered this
year s first major defeat, with the resign-
ation in December of an African who had
been appointed as the Government General
Secretary, and his replacement by a Euro-
pean, This resignation was a heavy blow
to the hopes of Portuguese colonialist, of
progressively establishing a local govern-
ment, so-called antonomous, integrated with
some African personnel, and aimed at under-
mining our struggle, and bar our way to
independence, Also, some of these tradi-
tional chiefs whe are faithful to the colo-
nialists, confronted with the continuity of
our struggle and increasing losses on the
eolonialists’ side, are not hiding anymore

their besitation and defeatist attitude, which
gets them sometimes in conflicts with their
masters. They have sterted realizing the
diffieult situation in which they are in-
volved; each day they are more isolated
and abandoned by the population which
is joining our ranks, or seeking shelter in
the neighbouring territories. With the inten-
sification of our struggle, the African mer-
cenaries who are serving in the Portu-
guese Army, and receiving 15 Escudos (half
dollar) for each engagement, are becoming
more realistic, and some of them have de-
cided to join our ranks. During 1967, fifty
three African soldiers, two caporals, and
an African officer, have joined our troops.
These numbers are very important, if one
considers the fact that most of the 2,500
Africans who were drafted into the colonial
Armry, are only employed in auxiliary ser-
vices.

Our people, who will never forget the evils
of colonial domination, have been asionished
by the benefits of the psychological camp-
aign. This a:tonishment iransforms :oon
in the acknowledgement of the reslity and
the fact that this campaign is only a pro-



paganda tactic against our sirnggle, That is
why they say in Bisszo, in Bafata and else-
where, that when a compatriot is the target
of politeness, sympathy and favors from the
military and civilian anthorities, he would
say ' when alone: “Djarama PAIGC,” that
is, thank vou PAIGC.

If the defeat of Portuguese political tac-
tics is a result of the success of our armed
activities, it is also none the less the result
of the political war carried on by our mili-
tanis.

In accordance with the decision of super-
ior organs of the Party, our political activi-
ties were reinforced during 1967, by a per-
manent work among the popular masges
in liberated regions by an increase in the
activities of the basic organs of the Party,
and as we have said, by daily hroadeasts
over our Radio of programs in Portuguese,
Creolo, and other impertant vernacular lan-
guages, such as (Balanta, Foulah, Mandin-
gue, Mandjagque, Beafada, Manecanhe and
Papel). The task of the “Brigade for Poli-
tical Work,” which was created by the
leadership of the Party, operating mostly
in liberated regions of North and South,
proved to be a very suecessful initiative,
which have contributed for a rise of poli-
tical conscicusness of the population and
for better operation of Village Commiitees.

We have convened six conferences of
peolitical cadres and Party militaries, during
which all the central problems of our peli-
tical life and our struggle were discussed
ut great length, the ceniral problems of our
political life aid our struggle were discuss-
ed at great length, and imporiant decisions
were taken sbout the development of our
activities at every level.

Peficiencés and errors amomg us were
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harshly criticized during these conferences,
and steps were taken to eliminate those
faults and to ameliorate onr work and our
struggle,

The fregnency and enlarged charucler of
Conference of Cadres, have caused the
postponement of the Party Congress. The
Conference of Cadres, which were ail
presided by the Secretary General of the
Party, deliberated about important problems,
and decisions of nation wide and decisive
importance were taken, with reference to
the Fronts and their respeetive inter-regions.
Preparations for the meeting of the Con-
gress have alrcady been made, and it will
take place as scen as possible,

Concernting the problem of informatien
we have made important progress. Bread-
casts over our radio station have marked
a new step. We have distributed regular
information to the international Press., and
published the Party newspaper “Liber-
tagho,” intended for our militanis; we have
also developed informative relationship with
other organizations. Movie producers, news-
paper reporters from Guines, Senegal, Ttaly,
Cuba, the United Siates, the Soviet Unien,
Bulgaria, and frem many other Nations,
were able to vish ony Country during that
period to make movies and to reporl on
the sitnation. Eye wilness reports which
were made by these visitors, and other
veports still to be released, represent a
great victory for our siruggle,

The most important event which took
place in Guinea to test the political suceess
of our struggle, was the pretended visit of
the Portuguese President to cur Country.
During this so called visit which lasted 5
days, our people, the Portnguese, the world
opinien, znd even ourselves, could realize
all the irreversible change which has taken
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place in Guinea, In fact travelling always
by plane and surrounded by seeurity forees,
the Portaguese President was only able to
visit the towns of Bafata, Gabu and the
islands of Bolama and Bubaque. These
visits only lasted a few hours, Even Porta-
guese troops stationed in Mansoa, a town
located 69 kms. away from ihe Capital,
with paved reads linking this town to the
Capital, didn’t have a chance to see the
President, because Mansoa had been under
bombardment of our artillery, and our
combatants were vigilant along the road.
The 1ime when i1 was possible for a visiting
President to have a noisy parade on all the
roads and in every town of our Country
is gone.

Besides the attack to the airbase of Bis
sau whose political importance is evident,
the release of three Portuguese war prison-
ers, were all great victories for our people,
and had a large and deserved repercussion
among Portuguese, African and Internation-
al opinion, Our people have understood and
supported this deed, in spite of all the
crimes perpetrated by the colonialisis
against our militanis and combatanis im-
prisoned by the cclonial troops. By releas-
ing those prisoners, we have shown the
great human aspect of our struggle, and
have emphasized the fact that in our Coun-
try, the true criminals and terrorisis are the
colonialists,

| Argentina:
- the Task of
Liberation Awaits

A rgentina enmeshed as it is in a com-
pletely decrepit political, econoemic and
social regime, is subjetec to the implacable
exploitation of imperialism in alliance with
the native oligarchic hourgeoisie and op-
pressed by a servile dictatorship.

The international monopolies, owners of
a large part of our natura] wealth and of
our main industries as well as masters of
the country’s finmances, siphon off the
prodact of our people’s work to the im-
perialist centers,

The armed forces, in collusion with the
military strategy of the Pentagon, have
subjected national interests to the interna-
tional interests of the United Siates. For
this reason they are fighting against the
Cuban Revolution and the liberation strug-
gle in our couniry and on the coniinent,

The oligarchic bourgeoisie, as a junior




