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“Portuguese”
Guinea:

United Front
Against Imperialism
Luls Cabtral

Lafs Cakzal. member of he Pclitical
Buarcan o! the African Parly for tke In-
depcndezee of Gulinea ind Cspe Verde.
reeently vimted the Orgaa aaticn of Solidar-
ity o! W Peoples of Africa Asia aad
Jatin America, where he wag reteived by
1he Executive Secretariat.

During his visit to OSPAAAL, the rev-
olaiionacy leader made a detallec anglysis
of the present state cf Be arnmec =truggle
ageinst Portuguese <ocbnialiex in 1is
country. Cabral also referred 10 the groath
o1 the scvolutionary armed forces, aade
possible Ly the political awakeriag of the
people o Guinca.Blsou. and by the wock
the PAIGC is accomplizbhing ia the social,
political, snd heslth care fiek® in the
liberated 2ones.

In conciusion. he answercd quettioas put
to him 5y the members of the Exeomtive
Secretarat of OSPAAAL, owmce:aing the
aid tha: US impeviallsn, Z:iodim and
NATO are giving Portwegal in i repres-
sion of tde national likeration xoverzent
in the Portuguese colonies of Alslca; and
cencerning the present position ¢f the co-
lonialist tioops

In the current issue. 7ricoetinental pub-
lishes am cxteasive resumé of the PAIGC
leader’s lnteresting intesview.

TopAy WE CONTROL more than two
thixds of our country. One of the
main characteristics of the struggle
last year was that our enemy was
forced to abandon more than 20
military posts. There are people
who sornetimes wonder whether the
evacuation of these military posts
is not simply a new cclonialist
sirategy. But we know for a fact
that when the Portluguese estab-
tished these military posts they had
a plan At the beginning of our
siruggle they were forced by the
development of the guerrillas

throughout our territory to estab-
lish moge than 1¢0 posts. They have
increased the number of men in
Guinea irom 20)0 to 35 000, and if
they are forced to abandon these
military posts teday it is precisely
because, with the organization of
our people’s armmed forces. the
smnall occupatiox posts established
throughout our territory to occupy
our country are incapable of resist-
ing the continueus attacks of our
armed foxces. Therefore, in order
to safeguard the:r forces, they have
Leen forced to retreat and to cefend
certain communication lines that
are vital to their continued presence
in the country,

In the eastern part of the country.
there are posts n Madina, some of
which we have occupied That region
is completely liberated and the
guerrilla forces hsve crossed the
Corubazl river and have even reached
Batfal4, the second most important
cite' in our courntry.

Ve hsve carried out attacks in
that region, which was the fife of
the traditional chiefs of Portuguese
colonialism. Thet population s not
accustomed to war, but now they
are beginning to show their sympa-
thy and to collaborate with the rev-
olutionary forces. The Portuguese
troops, which were not accustomed
to this kind of fighting, suffered
great losses there during the first
operations we carried out ir that
region.

In order to umnderstand the im-

rtance the seizure of the Madina-

oé¢ military camp had for the rev-
olutionary movement in Guinea-
Bissau, you have to understand that
in Madina-Boé there is only one
highway and the Portuguese estab-
lished a military camp there to
guarantee their entry into that re-




gion. That was Camp Beli which
was precisely the {irst camp liber-
ated. We occupied that highway
and aitacked Camp Beli for 12 days.
The Portuguese colonialists with-
drew and the only remaining mili-
tary camp was the one in Madina-
Boé. Madina was attacked last year
more than 200 times; and after
3 p.m. the Portuguese soldiers would
enter shelters to await the attecks.
A Portuguese newsman spent Christ-
mas Eve in the Madina-Boé military
camp and, if we read the article he
wrote, we can see why the Pcrtu-
guese had to abandon that post. You
have to know that mm the last days
of their stay in Madina-Boé, the
soldiers did not leave the camp and
even had to relieve themselves in
the trenches. The aixrmen who
brought their supplies did not leave
the plare, but rather dropped the
supplies.

The Portuguese troops waited un-
til nightfall to get their supplies
and mail. We remember ome case
in which one of our comrades who
was there killed a dozen Portuguese,
as well as a pilot who had left his
plane. It reached the poiht where
the soldiers didn’t even go out to
pick up their wounded. Life became
impossible for the Portuguese in
Madina-Boé. Then they prepared to
evacuate, but the comrades were
informed of what was happening
around the Madina camp and set up
an ambush in Cheche: four vehicles
were destroyed and more than 50
enemy scldiers were killed in the
last attack in Cheche.

Later the Portuguese abandoned
Madina and left everything there.
All the shelters were {uil of food
and medicines. They returned by
plane and bombed it for a few days,
but it was clearly a great victory
for us against the Portuguese

troops.
We have forces operating on a
regular basis in Bissau. e also

have forces tha: are advancing to-
ward the coast. This region has a
population that is openly hostile to
Portuguese domination and this year
the colonialists have carried out
large-scale bomhings to terrorize us.

There are regiomns in other parts
of the country that we have con-
trolled for six years; there we find
schoolchildren who have never en-
countered the Portuguese. Ou:r ene-
mies make their presence known
chiefly by acts cf terrorism against
the population. As our Secretary-
General, Comrade Amilcar Cabral,
has said: “The Portuguese in our
country have changed from colonial
masters to terrerists who hide in
their undergrourd shelters and car-
ry out acts of vandalism and ter-
rorism against taie population.”’

During these years, we have re-
inforced our political organization.
We have estabiished Party com-
mittees in the villages and we have
also improved our political work
among the population, and we can
say that the victories in the area of
awakening the people’s revolution-
ary consciousness are gs important
as our military victories.

We can describe our country today
as an irndependent state, adminis-
tered by our Party, where there are
foreign troops cornered in some
areas.

We believe these are certain traits
that are characteristic of an inde-
pendent state. In our country, the
majority of the people live in re-
gions that we ccntrol and they are
organized on the basis of village
committees. A group of viilages
makes up a regicnal committee and,




in accordance with geographic limi-
tations, certain regional comnittees
make up a zone. There are inter-
regional committees in the North
and the South that coordinate the
activity of all the 2ones. These peo-
ple are completely independent and
administer their own affairs. The
army guarantees their security.

Naturally, within the framework
of the present war, there is also 2
police force, made up of village mi-
litia. On the international level, we
are still not legally recognized, de-
spite the fact that the UN recognizes
our right not to be Portuguese.

This means that the majority of
our people are not willing to be
considered Portuguese. Naturally,
we have to think of giving our peo-.
ple a nationality on an international
level. We are studyving this, but
there are complex problems.

We are now {fighting to liberate
our country from foreign forces,
strengthening our organization in
the liberated areas. We are learning
to govern ourselves, since life in the
liberated areas is a huge school for
our people.

The independence of our country
is characterized by a very interest-
ing phenomenon — the independ-
ence developed from the villages up
to the national level. I was able
to show some foreign newsmen who
were in our country that the villages
were already independent, that they
solved all the problems of social life
and that the more important things
were solved by the higher levels of

the PAIGC but that these also orig-
inated at the village level.

After we held our Congress in
1964, we decided to create schools,
health centers, and stores to supply
the population. And today, five

years after the Congress, we can
say we have increased +he sca-ool
population more than six times aver
what it was during the c¢olon:al
period Every yeat we o1 ganize sem-
inars to improve education and at
this very momert there is a team
of comrades meeting to prepare <ext-
books for improving educatioa in
tte liberated areas

We have field hospitals ir the
North and in the South ef our
coun:ry, as well as heslth centers
in di{ferent regicns and nurses who
are mobilized aithin Army units
In the neighboring countries we
have hospitals where we send the
most seriously wounded I[n spite of
all the difficulties we have i the
medical field — due more thar
anything else to Jack of supplies —
we can say that we have improved
the health of our people

In the field of supplies we have
esiablished a rational entexprise:
the people’s stores, which can be
found in all the regions cf the North
and South and which operate on a
systemu of barter between produce
and staples. You urderstand :hat
there are not enough commcdities
for the entire population, so goods
are distributed accorcirg to tke im-
portance of the villages and ac-
cording to the possibilities that we
have for obtairing supplies from
neighboring countries.

Concerning the incorporation of
people into the revolutionary armed
forces, we can say that, before be-
ginning the armed struggle in 1963,
the Party sent cadres to the country-
side and to the mountains to mo-
bilize the population and 1o prepare
them.

When we began the armed strug-
gle, it was the people’'s wish that
we do so, to respond to the violence
of the Portuguese who, because of

our activities in the villages, had
begun to repress the peopie.

We began with sabotage actions,
ambushes along.the highways and,
at thesame time, we were preparing
the people in the countryside ‘o join
our guerrilla units. These urits were
more or less autcnomous and began
to operate first in the Seuth and
later in the North of the country.
The number of guerrillas has in-
creased considerably, as have the
arms The Portuguese have fallen
back 1o their encampments and we
have had 10 begin the struggle in
other regions.

Thus we took advantage of the
guerrilla units that alreads had a
certain amount of battle experience
and we established regular units of
the revolutionary army that were
sent to other regions where :here
were no guerrillas. Those who re-
mained in the villages stayed as
teserves for the army, Our armed
{orces have developed rapidly in
accordance with our ability to arm
our combatants, and the proof of
this lies in the fact that the Portu-
guese have sent in 35000 men and
our combatants contrcl more than
two thirds of our country.

Another thing that has strength-
ened our army a great deal (and
the best place to !learn to fight is
in the actual battle) is the increase
in the numbers of men involved
alnd also in the quality of the sirug-
gle.

The resistance of the African peo-
ple to colonialism is an historic fact.
Jn our country, for example, it took
the Portuguese more than 50 years
to pacify us and, even then, there
were still regions that were not
paying taxes when we undertook
the armed struggle. That means
that this new phase of modern or-
ganized struggle corresponded to

the aspizations of our people and
above all 1o tke aspirations of our
Youth. This is the reason tkat our
youth has joired the struggle for
national liberation so enthusiasticai-
Jy. We have large reserves for our
army; we have our people’s militia,
which s already armed to a great
degree and wkich also constitutes
a reserve for oir army.

This support of our youth ior our
armed stiuggle can be illustreted by
the folloving: Last July, I was in an
area wbere [ met with the children
in a school. Oae of the boys tookx
the floor and said: “Our clder brotk-
ers now have the weapons to fight
against tke Portuguese, but we wart
to tell te Portuguese that we are
here and that we can aiready handle
the weapons &nd within two or
three yeirs we will also be sol-
diers.”

Regarding the role played by US
imperialism, Zicnism, and NATO in
support cf Portugal as a colonialist
force in Africa, I would like to re-
mind you that the Secretary-Gener-
al of PAICC, Comrade Amilcar
Cabral, once said that Portugal
could’ n®¢ evern manufacture tor
airplanes for c¢hildren and that,
obviously, if they were not given
the means to banb our towns, they
couldn't co it.

The bombs used against us delong
to the North American army. All
the communications the Portuguese
have are British made. The warships
are French, and most of the arms
are Israeli.

Portugal has a strong ajliance
with [srael. This is natural because,
just as the Arab people are strug-
gling for the liberation of Palestine,
we are fighting against the Portu-
guese for the Lberation of our




country. The same phenomenon is
occurning today throughout Africa,
Asia, and Latin America. What is
happening in Palestine is also hap-
pening in South Africa, in Angola,
and in our own country. The same
enemies form a front to continue
dominating and repressing. It is the
oppressed peoples who are now
fighting for their liberation.

Isvael's action is not limited to
giving the Portuguese the means
they need to destroy our people
Israel is also trying to sabotage our
struggle by using small groups of
people originally from our country
who call themselves nationalists and
who, nevertheless, are agents of
Portuguese colonialism. These peo-
ple are sent to Israel and we have
reports of Israeli-trained agents
trying to infiltrate our ranks. We
are vigilant. If anything is true, i1
is that every victory of the Arab
people, of the Palestinian people
against Zionism is also a victory for
our people, for our liberation
struggle.

With the development of the lib-
eration struggle in Amngola, Guinea,
and Mozambique, the Lisbon gov-
ernment was forced to offer the
Portuguese colonies to the imperial-
ist powers in order to receive the
aid necessary to make war against
our people. Thus we witnessed the
rapid entry of foreign capital into
Angola, Guinea, and Mozambique
after 1962. But in our country we
did not give the Portuguese time to
do this and even the contracts signed
with Standard Qil for the exploita-
tion of oil in our country could not
be put into effect. This is why the
Portuguese could not open the doors
of our country to Zionist capital.

As 1 said at the beginning, the

Portuguese had great ddficulty in
establishing themselves in aur cocn.
iy, but one of the reasms that
they were sble t» conquer cur geo-
ple, in addition to the modam
w~eapons ‘hey had was the [act that
they ufilized the tnbes agsinst each
other. Fcr example, they used the
Tulanis against the Papeis and the
Mandinges, also the Balantas agaimnst
ihe Mandingos When we began 1o
mobilize the peogle for armed sinug-
g£le, that was the first problem we
came up against. It was nececeary
10 explain to the people why the
Portuguese had conquered our
country and how they had been able
10 establish themselves on our ier-
ritory. This does not mean that
these conversations put an end to
all tribal probleras. The prohlem
has continued D>at the Pariy is
always vigilant and every time
there is any problem we manage to
overcorme it. We are sure that the
possibility of divergencies of this
type will diminish mozre and more,
above all in our schools. among the
youth, and among the men in the
militia. These problems are always
raised very frankly and we get the
people to discuss these questioms.

Thus at a meeting in which I
spoke with the children of one of
the liberated areas a young boy seid:
“The only bond that existed between
the different ethnic groups in our
ccuntry was that the Portuguese
exploited all of us in the seme way;
but today all the people are united
in the struggle for liberation and
no force will be able to break that
unity.”

We may add tkat the most im-
portant force in our national lib-
eration struggle is the fact that we
have managed to unite our people
in the struggle against Portuguese
domination.

The Will of
Ho Chi Minh

1 ¥ THE PaTRIOTIC struggle against US
aggression, we shall have indeed 1o
undergo more difficulties srd sacri-
fices, but we are sure to wir total
victory.

This is an absolute certa:nty

It is my intention, when that day
comes, to make a tour of both
North and South to congrstulate
our heroic compatriots, cadres, and
combatants, to pay a vis:it io our
old people, our beioved youth, and
children.

Then, on behalf of our people, I
will go to the fraternal couatries of
the socalist camp, and friendly
countries in the whole world, ard
thank them for their wholehearted
support and assistance to our peo-
ple’s patriotic struggle agsinst US
aggression.

Tu-Fu, the well-known Chinese
poet of the Tang epoch, wrote: “In
all times, few are those who reach
the age of seventy.”

This year, with my 79 years, |

‘count myself among those “few”

people. My mind is stil} lucid
though my health is somew hat weak-
ened in comparison with previous
years. When one is on the far side
of 70, health deteriorates with age.
This is no wonder.

Who knows how long [ can
continue to serve the revolution,
the fatherland, and the people?

That is the reason I leave these-

few lines in anticipation of the day
when 1 shall go and join venerable
Karl Marx, Lenin, and other revolu-
tionary elders. In this way, there

will be »o surprise for our compa-
iriots in the whole count:ry, tke
comrades in the Party, and our
friends iz the world.

First [ will syeak about the Party:
thanks t» its dose unity and total
dedication to the working cliss, the
people, axd the fatherland, our Par:y
has been able, since its founding, to
unite, orjanize, and lead our people
mn an ardent struggle, and conduct
them frcm viclory to victory.

Unity is an extremely precious
tradition of our Party and people.
All comrades, from the Central Com-
mittee down tc the cell, must pre-
serve the unior: and a united belief
:n the Party as ‘he apple of their eye.

Broad democracy, regular and se-
rious criticism and self-criticsm are
the best ways to coasolidate and
develop tnion ind unity of mind in
<he Party. Geniine affection should
prevail among all comrades.

Qurs 15 a Party in power. Each
Party member, each cadre, must be
deeply imbued with revolutionary
morality, and show industry, thriit,
integrity, uprightness, total dedica-
tion to the puklic cause, exemplasry
selflessness.

Qur Party should preserve an
absolute purity and should remain
worthy cf its role as the leader and
‘oyal servant of the pecople,

The Working Youth Union mem-
bers and our young ‘people as a
whole are of excellent character,
anxious to volanteer for vanguard
tasks, undeterred by difficulties,
striving for progress. The Party musl
give much attention to their educa-
tion in revolutionary morality, and
train them as heirs to the building of
socialism, both “red' and “expert.”






