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Reitish Imperislism and the National Eman-
cipation Struggle in Egypt. ‘
By A. R, (Cairo)

: The situation created by the recent events 13 by no means
of a temporary character, but signifies a new stage in the de-
velopment of the nationalist movement
Jet us consider the evenis in their chronological order
Soon after the reopening of Parliament, Zaglul Pasha re-
on account of his differences with King Fuad of Egypt.
_l\h, of course, was only a pretext. The real reason for his
_pesignation was the constantly growing power of the opposition
and ils attacks, which proved the incapability of Zaglul Pasha
to fulfil the tasks which he it is true, against his wili—took
W himself, i. e the solution of the Sudam question
There is not the least doubt that Zaglul Pasha pever
oarlouly meant that the Sudan should be completely liberated
from the clutches of the English, but he nevertheless expected
neeauma in this direction and—was completely dis-
‘fbe King's Speech at the reopening of Parliament, as
the speeth .of Zaglul Pasha at the official banguet
. "R clear that either something extraordinary must
hopen-—-or the whole policy of the Wald (the le:unnx party of
n nationalist movement), with all its acme\e
.un would go to the dogs. Thi3 something “ extraordinary
was a sly and cunning calculation ypon “the feelings of the
people, which did not fail to dip the scales in (avour ol the
government party. The effect was really great. The r tion
was refused by Parliament (85 per cent of which co ted of
re of Zaglul), by the people dnd, in con theteof.
tboumﬁodkmltucleuthau&vhob 1Df Was a piece
cheap demagogy.
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bore a very moderate character, It is a fact that he sougi, g

was_morally .prepared, for a \er close understanding w ih

Jn h aoverpment in order to !'elmqulﬂl the wearisome - ygl
n¢ “ hgnourable “ conditions. The “ modus vivendi*“, whig

¢ waa ndirectly proposed to hnglaud furnishes the best pg
for the truth of this statement. Tt ‘was a clear indication [or g

Lnem that Zaglul was prepared to cease fire if he were mo

z’un his mfle. Then ¢ ame the hesVy blow, Tt was di . veny

l’. lh? right tume and at the ngla plage, regulted in 1! oop

. plete gtuvﬁbm of the unfortupate recipient. A
The, murder, of General Las the Baglish commands
of the Egyptian army, was a sptendid opportunily for sop
peaple. Of course, no.one can prove that this murder hai b

\a'

with the demands which England submitted immediatelv a
the death of the general, the thing looks very suspicious ;
demand for 300,000 feddans of land . Gesyra, and moreo: r
demand for the handing over of further land n the !y
rves special attention. Equally interesting 1s the fac
gypt is 1o abandon a)l resistance against the demand of i glay
to control all foreign interests 1n this country; not to speak
the evacuation of the Sudan by the Egyptian military f(org
Thus, the suspicion that in the murder of General Lee Stack
have a ease of provocation on the part of English impenali:m
only a logical conclusion from the whele situation. 4
The most remarkable fact 18, that never in the g
of the occupation of Egypt by England dud the latter, even und
the most favourable conditions, venture to demand what -le
now demanding This 1s due to the following. two faets:

Firsi, the constant decline of the leading Party !
Egyptian nationalist movemeat (Wald). The Wafd, as, an (g
sation which is more and more inclined to represent the intere
of the middle city bourgeoisié, had not the power which |
supposed to possess. It 1s a fact that this Party, during the -h
peniod of its apparently great activity, never succeeded in driwig
into the struggle the most important factor in the countiv
pensantry;- as- it -hadnothing to give Wem, in spite of all”
talk of being thg Party of t neople

B " o qary favourable situation whi
~assul & thatego othée power would interfere 1 §
Egyptian affairs. The present troubles of France in Moroco @
the best guarantee for England that she has nothing '~ f
from this quarter.

The comical gesture with whxch the Egyptian parliamg
protested against the " unlawful® action of England ‘o {
League of ‘Nations, England’s vassal, was of course taken
stoical calm by British imperialism.

Are Zaglul and his Party already played out? By
means. There are a great number of questions of secondary 1mp
tance upon which the Waid will build up a new programme
action, which will serve to create considerable popularity ! r (8
Wafd. Among these questions are the following:

© 1) The question of the customs duties, in other wo
fight against the praetical control by England over exporis
mpeorts. -

2) Fight against the high taxation of the young ‘'#
industry y

3) Lunuation of privileges for foreign undertakings e
In order not to lose the~confidence of the broad masse§
the petty bourgeoisie and intellectuals, the Wafd must, of o
make use of some of its old slogans, but nevertheless |
cautiously, as Zaglul says “moderation and constitutig
legality.” ;

What further development can be foreseen? Of ©
a general depression prevails, and even the extremest elem
among the nationalists are terrorised by the undisguised bruta
of English imperialism, Nevertheless it would be a gnu mis
to assume that the last word has been said. It is o
rary calm which prevails, during which' the | fo
be regrouped and more 'strongly consoluhlcd. :oouaﬂ g

commencing wx‘. which is unaveidable,’ will



the question of the Gesyra district, which was ex-
“by the English cotton planting syndicate of Sudan.
dies | will clearly show that this is a question of life and
the ‘Bgyptidh peasantry, as this means that the soil of
pt, he supply of water lo which is already very shart, 15 {a
fep qu of a great quantity of water

. question now arises, who will take over ‘he leadership
the peasantry. This is a question of the grearest importance
. As regards the new government, 1t s not taken seriously
her in Egypt or in England

A_few words must be said 10 conclusion regatding  the

1 nﬂf evants. The Confederation of Labour which was set
‘by the Zaglul government after the cruel destriction af the
olutionary labour organisations, will now. of cource, lose
reat deal of its influence. It is now the task of the revolutin
elements tgo enter jnto this orgamisation and to reconustrne
bin a revoluhonarv sense  There are at present some  very
Juential unions, as the Union of the Suez Canal workers. the
¢ workera umon and Uther\ who hitherto have refrained from
fering the “ Confederation ®, because the latter s only a tool
!he zovemm.em of Zaglul An agreement will certanly take
¢ between these unions which will lead to”a mass entry 1nto
confederation, under the condition that its programme, as
1 as its tactics, shall be subject to a thorough revisian
With regard to the Communist Party, one of course cannot
..W any new government will be more favourably inclined
g cctlvxlv The Party 1s sure to make the best use of
j JIluahon as being the ¢nly Party which knows no
Pm&! with English imperiaism. At present the Party 1s
jaged in restoring the destroyed local organisations and
ting” an experienced leadership which will lead the Party
d the working class of Egypt to the revolutionary struggle

cts of the Egyptian labour movement in connection with,
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