Zaghlul's Election Victory.
By J. B. (Jerusalemr).

L.

On November 21, 1924 the popular govermment of Zaghlul
Pasha fgh under the pressure of a British ulbimatum. Duning the
short period of his rule in "Egypt Zaghlul, whose party re
presents the imterests of the n’gi Egyptian bourgeoisie and
which has the broad masses o ‘:ﬁe peasants behind it, con-
tingally vacillated between a compromise with Great Britain
and the radical demapds for pdﬁxndencé répresemted by the
national revolutionary ‘umovemp‘*;' 1is final defedt wds the result

of this antagonism within the Waid (Zaghiul Partf),

Zaghiul’s defeat in the Autumn of 1924 was s0 sudden and
unexpected that many of those who are famifiar wi_t[y, Egyplian
politics considered that bis influence was af an end. The English
set up, under the mask of an FEgyptian “non-parliamentary”
Zivar Pashg goverpmgpt, a rulhless dictatorship with which
they hoped to suppress ihe.elementary national revolutignary
mavement. In addition to the usual methods of terrox. — whale
sale arrests, death sentencés etc, Zivar Pasha, alsa wished 1o
defeat Zaghlul on the political field. For this purpase there
was set up, under the h% .protectorate of the pyppet-king
Fuad, who was thoroughly wdxm‘.[’gyp(, a governmept party,
“Ittehad” (Unity), which everywhere established orggnisations
and in the first place pursugd the aim of breaking away the
Right dements from rhe..‘;/aid,‘

Yel already at the first ‘trial of strength, when Zaghlubs star
wias . stil very low, is February 1925, this Anglophile Parn
proved itself ncapable of getting.an any way into cdritact with
the masses of people. At the parliamentary elections which were
held at that tune, Zaghlul emerged as a victor, even if with a
not very greal majority, and Zivar Pasha was again compelled 10
resort Ilu illegal means, 10 dissolve parhiament, in order 1o secu'«
s rule.

From this time on there 1s 10 be again observed a marked
progress of the Zaghluhists. The Zivar govermnent has beconw
>0 unpopuiar by a long series of treacherous acts in the sphere
ob home aud foreign pohicy, that the followers o\ Zaghlul Pasha
who have become wditiercnt are streaming back o him whoie:
sale. Measures of an inner poliicel nature, »uch ias repeated
senisauonal tnals, the rewdering. more. stringent af the iaw o
garding meetings, working out, of an unconstiufional €leoton
law, attempt 0 drwve the Zaghjul Party umo iiagality, berce
persecution of the workers' orgamsauons and of others, ands
a8 regards foreign pohicy, the, conunually repested comgpliance
with English demands, the reepgnition of the British rule o' -r
the Sudan (expressed by the dispatch of an official govermment
representative ta. the lormal opemng of the Semnar-Dam 18
Sudan), the handing over ol Dehagaboub 10 the MWalians e



.. ogmtion of the Brilish nandaje over Palestine - all this wus
water 10 the mill ol the nati revolutiomy mavement, a* the
iead of which Laghlul' Pasha becage mgre and more prom:aent.

In additjon o thjs, in Autugui 1925, Egypl was visited by
4 ~evere ecogdmic crisis which considerably iacreased the hitter-
nes~ of the population against Zivar. The 2Ist November 1925
was the ‘great turuing point in Eyptian PO[ilics. Zaghjul, in
Jiance with fhe two small Egyptian parties, the Nationalists
ud the Liberal Constitutiona)ists, couvened the dissolved par-
tament and thereby declared open war ou the governme.
I'ne government was thereupon compelled to retreat. It had, in
the test place, to prescribe new elections, afterwards to abandon
is own nutilatéd election law 1n favour of the previously existing
gmversal sufirage and fipally, 1o allow olﬁcnaﬁ who against its
orders Iolkrw the ‘instructions of Zaghlul, to return to their
;\U\[\

In March, inunediately before the elections, Zivar Pasha
anempted a final “stroke. He dustigawd a monster trial agamnst
seven of the most prominemnt ZaghluMsts, whomr "Hé charged
with being in connection with ferrorist organisations, and
actually succeeded, immediately beforé the elections, In getting
the court to accept the charge as proved and 1o have one of
them condestmed to death. But this last bloody semtence nad the
exaot comtrary’ effiedt. The Zaghul Party ' triammphead at  the
electtons ot 218t of 'May. Out of ‘the 200 seats i will receive
ahout 130 {the counting’ is not yet over). The two parties allied
with 1 receive a Jurther 30 seats, whilst the Ittehadists ebtain
m all ..."4 seats, ‘although thev ‘had put forward their can-
diates in 150 constituencies.

The only thing that can now be said regarding the eleation
vctary of iZaghblyl s that it represents an imposing mastifestation
of 1he Egyptian national revo'wtionary will. The Egyptian people
has v oed aainst Zivar Pasha and thereby against Gfeat Rritain,
and thus agam, as in ‘the year 1918— 10 and 1024, expressed it
Jefine wish 10 ‘gain real and complete independence.

ihe b oghsh newspapers - have for some time been dmscussing
the quustion whether (J-eat Britain can' enter 1ito naw nego-
tanons with Zaghlul wham it so brutally overthrew two vears
wgo. A comstitutional governmeni in Egynt without the parti-
apanon of the Wald is unthinkable. » The ‘conknuation ef un-
consti'unons!’ conditions, however, is creating ‘material for con-
lets which, .as thes.Enghish are quite: aware, 'must seoner nr
ter lead 10 bloadv outhreaks. (On the other hand a great deal
depends upon: the attitude of rhe Wald. The further politica!
developmend in. Egvpt will be determined 1o a great exiemt by
whether wythin e grear Natonal Party, as the Wafd has
again proved itsedl 10 be, the capitclist Right wing or the
small peasant-radical Left wing retains the wppar hand.
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