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This article by Samir Amin was originally
published 1in the Paris-based magazine
Revolution in 1964 (Vol.1.No.9) under the
anonymous signature of XXX. The Africa
Research Group is reprinting it now because
the text provides one of the best introductory
essays on class relations in Africa. Amin
surveys the development of classes from the
earliest village economies to the currant neo-
colonial formations. He warns against the
danger of mechanically transposing the less-
ons of European experience and categories of
Marxist analysis onto the African scene. He
reveals the erroneous conclusions of many who
E‘ have claimed that classes do not exist in
| Africa. Amin's contribution is to show not
only the existence of classes, but also the
{ originality of their forms. By the same token,
13 he shows the variety of class relations in
different African countries and stresses the
importance of seeing the specificity of each
situation. Finally, his analysis includes a
valuable summary of the perspectives for social-
ism in Africa. Although this text was written
rior to the fall of early socialist leaders
jke Kwame Nkrumah and Modiba Keita, the author's
lytical approach provides an insight into why
se regimes proved to be so precarious. Amin
es a strongly critical position on the question
transition from communal relations to modern
jst society. He is sceptical of those who
give 'socialist form' to pre-capitalist
ons. His comments on the necessity of
individuals from the chains of traditions
country-side should be read in the context
ection of utopain ideas of socialist -
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The importance of a scientific anal-
ysis of the problem of social classes
throughout black Africa and specifi-
cally West Africa is obvious. Only a
scientific analys1s of the different so-
cial groups in this region of the world
will allow revolutnonary movements
to appreciate correctly the evolving
perspectives and to adopt a realistic
strategy. Only this scientific analysis
will finally allow us to get beyond
the sphere of superficial judgments
from day to day about this or that
~ government. Without such an analy-
_ sis, judgements would have to be
founded on the promises of politi-
cians, or the foreign policy of the
yvernment, or especially the attitude
wards socialist countries. Too often
"e of a superficial analysis of
undamental problem of social
the revolutionaries of these
ave been surprised by un-
ages in the policy of this
ment, on the domestic
of foreign policy.

) Marx formulated
volution of socie-
genesis of Euro-
| demonstrating
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the possibilities of this society. What
has retained its universal meaning in
the lesson of Marxism is its method,
the theory of the primacy of the
forces of production, explaining how
these forces determine in the last
analysis the dynamics of production
and beyond that the framework of
the societies. Starting from there, it is
a universal truth that when human
societies Teach a certain degree of
development of their productive
forces, they break up into antagonis-
tic social classes.

The scientific Marxist answer to
the question of whether or not the
present societies of West Africa_ are
class societies would be unhesitating:
almost all through West Africa the
level of development of the produc-
tive forces has evolved sufficiently
for social classes to have already ap-
peared.

However the present societies of
West Africa are not essentially similar
to the “classical” descriptions of class
societies: based on slavery, the feudal
system, or capitalism. That is certain-
ly why a certain confusion reigns. The
scientific analysis of African societies
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But what one must above all keep)
in mind is that nowhere in Africa has
the village community survived until
the present time as it originally was.
Everywhere it is already distorted and
decomposing. Its decadence began
long before colonisation, as early as
the 10th Century with the appearance
of the West African States. Islam, the
slave trade, and then colonization
cvidently accentuated this process of J
degradation and decomposition.

The decadence of the village com-

lubels prepared in advance on new
things, Their attitude is completely
unscientific.

Originally, in West Africa as in
other parts of the world, the domi-
nant productive system Wwis the vil-
lage community. Fundamentally the
village community is a system of pro-
duction without classes. This is true
only in West Africa but for all
manity. But what is special in West
and numerous other parts of
s that this village community

ot very far off. The village
is a classless society, this
s not signify that it
s of social differentia-
will explain further
nces in the organiza-
on of work (age classes,
ccupations and caste
)sis  of populations
patterns, etc.) are
ferences, that
erentiations®,

dal lords and
| the prole-
ies, The

munity in the historical conditions of
black Africa did not lead either to a
society based on slavery or to a
feudal society? or even less to a capi-
talist society in the scientific sense of
these terms 4.

That the decadence of the village
community did not lead generally in
black Africa to a social system cor-
responding rigorously to one of the
two studied by Marx could only sur-
prise a blindfolded dogmatist. Evi-
dently this does not signify that this

Thus these are not antagonistic contra-
dictions.

3 Except in certain regions of Ethio-

pia (among the Tigre and the Ambhara)
where a real feudal system existed. But
this is a semi-oriental country whose
civilisation goes back to thousands of
18 years before Jesus Christ and where the
al  gevelopment of productive forces (the
D generalised use of swing-plowing is a

~ proof) is infinitely more advanced than
Jin the rest of black Africa.

Except in regions where many Eu-
gans settled (Kenya, Southern Rhode-
outh Africa).

\y that
m to
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) have thus profited from
ights.” These new “landlords™
.offec and cocao plantations

agricultural workers from
, of the plains (especially
f the Upper Volta). Here
erence superimposes it-
lerence, The gov-
-Boigny, found-
domination of cer-
forest, favorises

PR,

fisherman to give symbolically 10 the
masters of the earth a fraction of the
produce of his work in the hope of
obtaining the benefits of friendship
with the earth spirits is still in effect.
But this supreme right of property
does not go any further, it brings only
slight advantages to its beneficiar
Without exception it has never be-
come a substantial income. Complete-
ly different is the tribute exacted by
certain warrior tribes like the Toua-
regs, the Moors, or certain Peul herds-
men, from the population of farmers
for their “protection.” This last aspect
of class differences in '\ st Africa is
usually connected to the spread of
Islam.

Thus if it is correct to say that
over large areas collective ownershi
of the land has remained the base of
the rural system, still it must be spe-
cified that a majority of the peasants

1- of West Africa work the earth under

smditions of either semi-slavery

a, ring of the Niger, North Ni-

eria: more than 25 million inhabi-

ants) or semi-wage system (forest and

st O the Ivory Coast, Ghana, To-

Dahomey, and Southern Nigeria:
15 million inhabitants).

even where the ownership of

' remained really collec-

. ownership of livestock is al-

idualised and very uneven-

Vhether it be among the

cattle-herders or

, who leave their

raised by the cattle-

enefit from their

lip of livestock is
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in the actual situation as it reg'lrly i
(characterized by the introduction of
new methods which will completely
upset traditional agngul'-ture), are not
antagonistic  contradictions. Let us
erstand by this that their solutio
s not imply necessarily the use of
jonary violence, revolutionary
tion of certain age classes to
t of others.

contradictions can and should
nted by education and the
the traditional family

of occupations also
> a class difference
s hierarchy, which
past to historical
in the spirit of
etrified. It no
mands of pro-

ploitation and political predominance
at certain moments of history. But in
a general fashion in the field of eco-
nomic relationships which is that of
the differentiation of the classes, it is
not correct to say that the farmers
“exploit” the herdsmen or vice versa
(this is not the case in certain other
symbioses between farmers and herds-
men we will discuss a little further
on). In any case these non-antagonis-
tic symbioses are based on an agricul-
tural tradition that is obsolete. Afri-
can agriculture is progressing to the
stage of liquidation of the farmer-
herdsman duality by a fusion of their
activities. This synthesis, the abolition
of this duality, cannot be attained,
like the liquidation of antagonistic
classes, by revolutionary violence, by
suppression of one or the other cate-
gory of farmers or herdsmen. It
should and can only be attained by
education. This evidently does not
signify that the task is any easier,
that it can be accomplished with less
effort than some revolutionary task.
Analysing the structure and evolu-
tion of traditional subsistence econ-
omies, a French sociologist® demon-
strated accurately that the village
community must not be confused with

L primitive communism. This last rep-

sents the most ancient phase of
lution. Later the structure of tra-
1al elementary social cells be-

ude Meillassoux: “Essai d’inter-

du phénoméne économique
iétés traditionnelles d'auto-
Cahiers d’'Etudes Africaines,
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ntrated. The result
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c';fferenca have already appeared.
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along with the concentration of pres-
tige and power in the hands of‘a
small aristocracy. This process of dif-
fauliuionofmeclass&isveryad-
vanced among the Moors, the Toua-
regs, and certain Peuls. Among tb.e
cultivators, inequality in the distri-
bution of livestock is less extreme. As
for the most part the farming popu-
lations do not yet use livestock in
agﬁﬂﬂuﬂl Wk, as they have very
little commercial activity, a class dif-
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conditions degenerate and evolve ra-
pidly toward class differences.

Age classes are not social classes.

Their organisation and their structure
are of course related to the problems
of the division of work, but it would
be completely erroneous to assume
that certain age classes are “exploited”
by others. Certainly the authority that
surrounds the group of the old men,

j
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: al situation as it really i
::h?r:c:::;.ed by the introduction of
new methods which will completely
upset traditional agrio.:ul.-ture), are not
antagonistic contradxctlons: Let us
understand by this that their solutio
does not imply necessarily the use of
revolutionary violence, revolutionary
liguidation of certain age classes to
the profit of others.

These contradictions can and should
be surmounted by education and the
destruction of the traditional family
structure.

The hierarchy of occupations also
does not constitute a class difference
stricto sensu. This hierarchy, which
corresponded in the past to historical
necessities, idealised in the spirit of
the people, became petrified. It no
longer answers the demands of pro-

S

- gress, it has become an obstacle to

renewal, an obstacle that only educa-
tion and the destruction of the tradi-,
nal family can surmount. The
s the most looked down upon
h as the blacksmiths and the sor-
) are not economically exploited

castes have a tendency to”
selves into pseudo-
ling classes. 3
ibioses between different
)resent the same char-
-antagonistic contra-
‘way in certain re-
_a symbiotic re-
| herdsmen and
erent ethnic
itionships
nic ex-

others. Nevertheless the “su- |

ploitation and political predominance
at certain moments of history. But in
a general fashion in the field of eco-
nomic relationships which is that of
the differentiation of the classes, it is
not correct to say that the farmers
“exploit” the herdsmen or vice versa
(this is not the case in certain other
symbioses between farmers and herds-
men we will discuss a little further
on). In any case these non-antagonis-
tic symbioses are based on an agricul-
tural tradition that is obsolete. Afri-
can agriculture is progressing to the
stage of liquidation of the farmer-
herdsman duality by a fusion of their
activities. This synthesis, the abolition
of this duality, cannot be attained,
like the liquidation of antagonistic
classes, by revolutionary violence, by
suppression of one or the other cate-
gory of farmers or herdsmen. It
should and can only be attained by
education. This evidently does not
signify that the task is any easier,
that it can be accomplished with less
effort than some revolutionary task.
Analysing the structure and evolu-
tion of traditional subsistence econ-
omies, a French sociologist® demon-
strated accurately that the village
community must not be confused with
primitive communism. This last rep-
resents the most ancient phase of
evolution. Later the structure of tra-
ditional elementary social cells be-

¢ Claude Meillassoux: “Essai d'inter-
prétation du phénoméne économique
dans les sociétés traditionnelles dauto-
subsistance, Cahiers d’Etudes A fricaines,
n® 4, December 1960,
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is that numerous African peoples hyq
evolved beyond prehistory for cep.
turies, and the State appeared in Weg
Africa in the 10th Century with the

Empire of Wagadou. Between the
- 10th and the 19th Centuries, all Wey
. Africa was covered with States: Mali,

‘the kingdoms of Ouolof, Songhai,
mbara, Peul, Hausa, Mossi, Sara-

kollé, Ashanti, Yoruba, etc.
ut the scientific theory of the
tion of societies teaches us that
ate only appears where class
lisms exist, for the State is only
ament by which one class
_another. The States of
a4 do not escape this uni-

. human evolution.
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rulers: the king and his c_ou?t. This
ruling class does not yet fit into the
classical categories of slavery or feu-
dality. Although slavery was not un-
known in these embryonic Statt?s, it
had not yet become the dominant
mode of production®.
The slaves, usually prisoners of
war, were domestic servants of the
king and the court officials, the ad-
ministrators and the soldiers. Their
function in the society was non-pro-
ductive, while the village communi-
ties continued to be the only source
of agricultural and craft production.
However a new type of production
was sometimes put in the service of
the court: workshops and farms work-
ed for the king, his court and his
army. But the production of these
workshops and farms never repre-
sented at this stage more than an un-
important fraction of the social activ-
ity. The essential part of the individ-
al and collective consumption of
ew class of... privileged people
ir agents (soldiers, bureaucrats,
priests, etc.) was furnishe
ite from the rural population
ganisation remained un
for this last reason that
classify this new rulin
The historical cate-

- system later becomes
e of production. At
that of “military
_ancient Greece of
I embryonic, and
village commun-
ant mode of

gory of feudality is a system of pro-
duction and the peasant bound to the
land each have a precise and definite
function. The feudal system shoul
not be confused with a simple jux-
taposition of village collectives and a
State supported by tribute from the
villages which aside from that remain
independent of the central power.

So long as the system remains like
this, a juxtaposition of village col-
lectives and a few officials grouped
around the king, the State should be
considered as embryonic.

Later in certain privileged zones,
the relative importance of “villages
of captives” in social production in-
creases. A sort of feudalism® becomes
the dominant mode of production in
these zones. But in general even at
the end of the 19th Century, at the
moment of the European conquest,
the area over which the States spread
was much greater than those pri-
vileged zones where feudalism had
become the dominant mode of pro-
duction. In this sense over vast areas
which had been recently conquered,
the State remains in an embryonic
form.

In this process of the formation of
the State in black Africa, the slave

trade and Islam played an important
part.

9 Feudalism rather than slave system.
The status of captives who owe a cer-
tain number of work days to their mas-
ters is closer to the serf system than
slavery, where the slave becomes like
one of the farm animals—a means of
production.
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This trade and the civil wars that  world class dominatiog, ..
e ils comsequENce destroyed the thc form of 2 dff{)rma',:f,—,’_; ,..:_', "ok
cient African system, pononedthe cient symbiosis betweey, :,,,
pient peace. Money-lust, artificially  herdsmen. The hergsme, . °

goduced into black Africa, pushed  powerful in war, bey,, - %)
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population into perpetual war to  galvanised by the religious poing

»s 10 sell to the Arab and collectively imposed "—-vr;
traders. On this em- as the exploiters, collecting 1
stary” States were consti- from the black farmers reduced 1.~

pd this or that famous the state of vassals. At the same 1.
e immense movements of class differences among the ‘;'m‘
' of these wars, become more accentuated - the >y
be farmers before the tional chiefs have seized the owner.
ght about the dev-  ship of the herds of livestock which *

were formerly collective. Thus it '}.33\

in the regions colonised by the Moors |
the Touaregs, Mﬁzamciai- |
, as the lin- ly the north of Nigeria, the Niger
‘ ring, and Fouta. 4
So little by little under the in-
fluence of all these internal and ex-
ternal elements, the institutions of z
real class State develop: unequal re-
lations between ethnic groups, form-
ation of a caste of “nobility” which
constitutes a group of privileged peo-
ple imposing tribute on the farmers
who have been reduced to the state
of vassals, development of commer
- cial exchanges and the appearance Of
@ merchant class, transformation OT‘
Jious agents (animist sorcerers n¢
®Mm marabouts) into exploialive
' (maraboutage) ire the priv-
AA estations of this c*.'olu:;o:?-
ould this society have evolv”
fibeen left 10 itsclf ? T
e of socicty would !
BE colonisation ha¢
8n end to it? It 7
can explail
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ot remake it.
l?t‘ile to imagine an evolution
some variant of 2 real
slave of feudal system as was the case

i he Plains.
: in regions north of t
o gt absolutely necessary-.

one can D

that is not .
' BmAmong others the history of an-
cient Egypt indicates other possibil-

! ties: the development of a strongly
centralised theocratic bureaucracy €x-
ploiting the masses of peasants by the
State it represents. In this system the
primitive institutions of the village
collectivity have been degraded by

varying degrees. When the system is\

very old as in Egypt, each peasant is
submitted to the exploitation of State
theocracy, the only owner of the land.
In the contrary case where the system
is relatively recent as in black Africa,

lity which is still quite alive'!.

Between the two extremes all the
~ different degrees of evolution ob-
~ viously exist.

~ As long as the decadence of th
village communities is not sufficientl
advanced, the State remains embryo-
¢: over large areas it does no more
_superimpose itself in some way
1e communal administration of
age, it does not penetrate the
ody profoundly. Parallel to
ucratic class State, the State
ins a sort of federation of
hat is alive in this struc-

me the superstructures
ire marked by these
captives” are inte-
y system and “a-
ng tribe, etc.

e village collectivity has remained a _J

©

ture is the village administration: th

+ - - 0
central supersiructures come and g

according 1O the hazards of history

without leaving profound traces. And
the village administration is not a
State in the Marxist sense of the wor d,
but an equalitarian association of
producers organised for their com-
mon external defense and not the 1n-
strument for domination of one class
by another. ;

Because the embryonic State
spreads over large areas wl?ich- sur-
pass its possibilites of exploitation it
remains superficial, menaced with
destruction: the society can easily
survive without the State. In this sensc
a return to the ancient independence
of the village communities is still pos-
sible, which is after all what happened
in numerous regions where the colo-
nising powers systematically destroy-
ed the young African States which
had been so difficult to conquer.

At the beginning of colonisation
the young animist or Islamic African
states like those of Diolof, El Hadj O-
mar, Ousman Dan Fodio, Samory,
Ashanti, Benin, etc., had their hour of
glory. They sometimes led the war of
resistance against the colonialist con-
querors. No matter what part these
States played in ripening the anti-co-
lonial national conscience, it still is
true that they were class States.

With the destruction of some of
these class States by European con-
querors, African society suffered a
collapse. Witness the rapid emaciation
Stf the ancient capitals, reduced to the

ate of villages after the disappear-
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the States. It is not until many

that new towns created by

tration will take up where

capitals left off, but in
d new ways.

ssion, however, did not

a pure and simple

it classless village

ere these States

left profound

uality is no

these flncignt ruling g PS by
At their dispositiop, all the Y Putting

of the colonjy] State 1 eqruipmem

: Mak
Peasants “stay ip their ptace » " S

IV. Colonisation

Even before th
of West

of Europeans on the coast. first for
the slave trade, thep from 1820 ,
about 1850 for commercial activity.
profoundly upset the traditiona] social
structures. The impact of these estab-
lishments showed itself on the one
hand by the reinforcement and ep-
richment of the black aristocracy who
served as intermediaries between the
countries of the interior. the slave
traders and the European business-
men, on the other hand by the estab-
hshment of “colunies of advanced

. Negroes,” former slaves who after li-
- beration became the rulers of certain

societies of the coast that
as intermediaries between the
aders and European business-
in their dealings with the popu-
o the interior were complete-
et by the infiltration of Euro:
embryonic ruling_classes
eady existed at the time the

2 rived (black "anstocra:
aval® anCEStr)) bec'amc

B or less Europeanised

s of these aristocracies

irth to millionaires

example the

ina plania-




s in southern Togo an
Europeanised very early,
aristocracies have us:ual'!y been

gents of colonization and

ithful a ;
?:l:;:::tfation into the interior. Thus
;n Ghana, especially in south-eastern

ioeria, and also in Senegal there are
) g:ﬁ:l‘;; of intellectuals that go back
’ three generations. The Portuguese
and English names of these ‘‘great
families,” frequent on the coast be-
wween Accra and Lagos, the “light-
skin” snobbery which is a symbol for
cross-breeding, testifies to the antiqui-
of this Europeanisation. The Ger-
colonisation of Togo consistent-
these families which then
into the service of France, tak-
the plantations of the Ger-
onial companies in 1919, and
the ruling class of this coun-
e the development of capi-
“more profound as on
coast and in Nige-
' entire coastal pop-
Europeanised, The
s could not with-

tion owner
Dahomey-

anisation : “noble |
d animism nearly
the proletariat

became during the 20th Century 2%
best new supporters (for example such
is the case of the Ashanti monarchy
in Ghana). A

The colonies of freed slaves in-
stalled in Liberia and Sierra Leone
for similar reasons have become the
ruling class of these countries. Sub-
mitting brutally to their administra-
tion and exploitation the “savage of
the interior,” taking for themselves
the best land and building modern
plantations, this new ruling class is a
faithful ally of imperialism with
whose interests it is closely identified
(Firestone in Liberia, etc.).

The complete colonization of West
Africa accentuated the formation of
class differences. The effects of this
transformation did not of course have
the same magnitude everywhere. In
this respect certain coastal countries
more efficiently exploited where the
capitalist system was more extensive-
ly developed must be distinguished
from the less “interesting” countries
of the interior, less rich, less devel-
oped because further away, which
served and still serve mainly as re-
serves of cheap migrant labour for the
coastal regions. One should also dis-
tinguish the former British colonies,
much richer and better run than the
forr.ner French colonies. Colonial
pohcie.s'were not always the same. In
the British colonies the national States
were usually respected, the British
contracting an alliance of hierarchised
collaboration with the traditional rul-
Ing .classes. The French always tried
to impose a direct administration,
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Cases to the de- ditional rylin
State structures.
DNIS: O * Qf “‘CS‘
tipal social ef-
of the deca-
Community tribyte. On the
traditional they reinforced th
® hand, the the Privileged
Felopment of where vestiges of theocrat:
€d to the States remamned after Conquest, by
€ country g\‘en more they tried to Skﬁen;atése
- teudal models in regions where glags
governments copied on these pseudo.
differences were nOt yet advanced
The artificial creation of “district
chiefs” in the French colonies, and
“headmen™ in the English colonies
derived from the desire to create an
xiliary class of privileged people to
kploit the peasants. Following a cer-
ain economic dey elopment, it is these
ditional chiefs, authentic or artifi-
¥ put in place. who have been the
pal beneficiaries. taking the best
tich they exploit with local or
serf or paid labor according

2

g economic power of
dlords brought about a
gcadence of the an-
ity. In only
jinea, Ghana and

Ms officially pro-

the chiefs. Bul




to the regions will

rding .
af;:othe long run on the ampli-

the peasant mass movement
given this movement
e authorities. Without
this the abolition of the chief system

will remain theoretical 13.

cqual
qude of

and the suppO'I't
by administrativ

b) The antagonism of the new

More serious and heavier with me-
» are the new forms of exploita-
introduced by colonialism. More
ous because liable to spread,
they conform to the objective
economic movement. The dev-
of salaried exploitation is
qually developed in black
general the almost com-
of existence of industry
ope. In the agricultural
of “plantations™ exist
salaried forms of ex-
xtensively developed
regions situated
capitalist forms.
Africa there has
gricultural colo-
a, Rhodesia,

an exception
se modern
exist.
it regions
. planta-

fee, cacao, bananas and pineapples
are grown that a real rural bourgeoi
sie has formed. It is this rural bour-
geoisie exploiting migrant workers
which constitutes the main support
for the Houphouét-Boigny style of
government.

The development of a ‘non-ruro’
proletariat is still completely embryo-
nic in West Africa. This is not tru
for the rest of black Africa. In Cen-
tral Africa (Congo and Rhodesia) and
in South Africa, the exploi_tation of
mineral wealth (gold, diamonds, cop-
per) brought about the constitution of
a numerous and concentrated prole-
tariat. The particularly inhuman
forms of exploitation of this prole-
taria. are well known. Parked in small
“reservations,” the traditional peasan-
try tends to become more and more
the economic appendix of this system=—
of exploitation: it is in these “reserv-
ations” that imperialist big business
gets the workers for its plantations,
mines, and industries, it is the rural
population of these reservations which
continue to partially support the emi- A
grated workers, reducing by that
much the cost of labour to the mono-
polies and the planters. There s
nothing like that in West Africa, al-
though in a certain measure the over-
populated regions of the barren plains
country (the Mossi for example) play
the same part for the plantations of
the rural bourgeoisie of the coast as
the ‘“‘reservations” of central and
southern Africa. Nevertheless as in-
trialisation is lacking in West Af-

» urban development brought
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development of new class
s. In most of the great ur-

badan, Lagos, Kano,
Abidjan), sumptuous
stify to class dif-
urbanisation has

d by industriali-

r urban masses
proletariat, The
African
officials,

' 0

bourgeoisie of planters,

All these phenomena of class djf.
ferences of the modern type have o,
far only touched the Coast countries
which are economically more dyna.
mic.

On the other hand, the commercig)
exploitation of the mass of farmers
and herdsmen by imperialism stimu-
lated and reinforced everywhere the
position of the African merchan;
class. Squeezing in between the im-
perialist big business which dominates
the entire economic structure and the
rural producers, these merchants have
developed considerably in the Jast
twenty years. Generally descended
from the merchant castes of preco-
lonial Africa (Sarakollé, Diulas, Hau-
54, etc.) these merchants have now

one beyond the boundaries of their

ditional activity (commerce in the
nut, dried and smoked fish, and
k) spreading out into transport-
Ickloads of cloth or hardware.
 most favorable case they in-
 themselves into the import-ex-

» real estate speculation,

functionaries, re-

0 inferior positions
onetheless the pri-
_modern culture,

1g run play an
tional move-




.- functionaries conf'rr-md for a

i :ferior positions, post-

o u::;hteors:nf:lerks, petc. Consider-

men;he state of backwardness of the
mssam masses and the almost total-‘
absence of a proletariat, this group
of minor functionaries was for a long
time almost the only one to have an
anticolonialist conscience. The rural
traditional chiefs and- the national
bourgeoisie of businessmen and plan-

tation owners only thought of using :]
colonisation to enrich themselves at
the people’s expense.
" It is useless to regret that the pro-
letariat did not exist to play this part,
the fact is that the social class begotten
by colonialism which had the mission
of liquidating its domination was not
the proletariat but this class of func-
tionaries. The fact is also that due to
the special relatively favorable eco-
nomic situation of the embyronic
~ proletariat which existed in these
~ countries, the political conscience of
_ the workers was not—and could not
‘be—more advanced than that of the
linor officials. This is evidently not
general law. We would not dream
supporting Frantz Fanon’s thesis
L the proletariat in underdeveloped
ies is always opportunist and
2 real revolutionary forc
the peasants.
Tevolutionary masses are
€ peasants, the social-
only come from the
dowever in certain
itries where the
iers enjoy rela-
tions because

of exceptional population pressure,
the working class having shown itself
incapable of fulfilling its revolutionary
duty, no other class, not even Fhe
poor peasants, is capable of fllllpg
the gap, even when some of the in-
telligentsia try. But when a proleta-
riat does not exist, as in West Africa,
how can we reproach it for not hav-
ing directed the national movemen»??

The part played by the bourgeoisie
of minor functionaries, employees.
small businessmen, and urban artisans
in the national anti-imperialist allian-
ce varies according to the countries in
function of the class structure of these
countries. In this respect it might be
useful to distinguish the coast coun-
tries from the countries of the interior,
which are economically less advanced.

In the more advanced coastal coun-_
tries, the lower middle class which
took the initiative in the national
movement soon became the instru-
ment of the local wealthy class, es-.
pecially the plantation owners and
bourgeois businessmen. Such was the

significance of the United Gold Coast ™~
Convention, the Action Group (West-
ern Nigeria), National Council for
Nigeria and the Comeroons (Southern
Nigeria), Northern Elements Progres-
sive Union (Northern Nigeria), Sierra
Leone People’s Party, Democratic
Party of the Ivory Coast, Committee
of Unity for Togo, and other groups
in Dahomey and Senegal. In certain
cases after a time splits occurred bet-
ween the right and left wings. The
right wing then openly represents the
local wealthy class favourable to com-
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promises with imperialism, the left
wing like the C.C.P. of Ghana, the
Juvento of Togo, certain fractions of
the West Nigerian Action Group, ele-
ments of the lower middle class, in-
tellectuals, and the common people of
the towns refuse to let themselves be
fooled by the local bourgeoisie.
On the other hand, in the countries
that are economically less advanced
the national movement created by the
urban lower middle class when not
broken by suppression is usually the
“purest”, the amount of influence of
wealthy classes of the modern type
being negligeable. This was the case
in Guinea with the Democratic Party
of Guinea and in Mali with the Su-
danese Union. Since the local wealthy
class is not able to obtain a monopoly
on the key posts in the administration
founded on the traditional chief sys-
tem, imperialism brings forth parties
that are simply part of the adminis-
tration. Such was the case with the
Northern People’s Congress (Northern
Nigeria), the Moslem organizations
and Ashantis in Ghana, the associates
of the French SF.10O and Overseas
Independents, in Mali with the Su-
danese Progressive Party and in the
other former French colonies, the

Chiefs and Peoples
of Northern Togo, the Apithy and
Maga parties in Dahomey, etc. When
the power of the traditional chiefs
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is great enough to Prevent the yurpyp,
lower middle class from Contactin
the rural masses and a wealthy c]ass

of the modern type js still embryonic,
which is the case in the plains coun-
tries where Islam Predominates, these
feudal pro-imperialjst parties have
succeeded in obtaining a powerfu])
position. This is especially true in
Northern Nigeria.

But the national movement was on-
ly able to take on a rea] amplitude
and an anti-imperialist attitude in re-
gions where it has succeeded in reach-
ing the peasant masses. The suffering
endured by peasants submitted to
“forced labour”, especially in the
French colonies, the relatively heavy
taxes which have the object of oblig-
ing the peasants to 8row crops com-
mercially interestiitg to the imperial-
ists, the proximity of -the ordinary
townspeople fresh from the villages,
create an environment favourable to
the development of a national move-
ment.

When the imperialists decided to
speed up the accession of West Africa
to independence in a framework of
neo-colonialist collaboration, the po-
sition of the new bureaucracy which
came from the lower middle class was
by the mature of things considerably
reinforced. This was especially the
case in the former French colonies
where the degree of influence of the
wealthy classes both “modern” (plan-
tation owners and businessmen) and
“traditional” (chiefs) being less -
portant than in the English co!omc::s.
Operating through judicial councils



of ministers in the eight
h West African colonies.

- oeriali ried (o creale
French n;mg:;,la:gfnm; next the sub-
ol clas ally which until then had
peen lacking. Since, and even more
as the country is econorplcally less
developed, the rise of this new b'u-
reaucracy has become the essential

of the class differences in a
conjuncture of economic stagnation.
The complete financial dependency of
these artificial and corrupted bureau-
cracies on their money-lenders rein-
forces the control of the imperialists.
~ In this way the local bourgeoisie
dominated progressively the Ivory
ast, Sierra Leone, and Togo; the
-imperialist bureaucrats allied to
aditional chiets and the small
geois class when it exists in Sene-
Dahomey, and the Niger; the
udality in Nigeria whose
wer is being contested to
nt by the bourgeoisie and
f the South.
the political conjuncture
personality of Nkru-
itted the advanced ele-
people in alliance
masses against the
ocal bourgeoisie on

cabinets
;:,dmr Frenc

o

ement in Mali and
few weak class

minor urban functionaries, Wwhose¢
power is not contested by powerful
wealthy rural classes. -
In countries where the domination
of imperialism through the instrument
of local bourgeois or feudal wealthy
classes is at present uncontested, cer-
tain levels of the urban lower middle
class are beginning to agitate. The
examples of Mali and Guinea inspire
the new rising bureaucracy, whose
development has been speeded up by
independence, and which is trying to
monopolise the exploitation of power.
Secondary contradictions between the

traditional and the modern wealthy

class of the ‘“classical” type (chiefs
and bourgeoisie) on the one hand
and, on the other, the new potential
wealthy class (State bureaucracy) also
tend to develop.

These contradictions seem to ex-
plain in a large measure the recent
fall from power of Sylvanus Olympio,
the “plot” against Houphouét-Boigny,
the trial of Awolowo and the Nigerian
Action Group, the progress of the op-
position in Niger and Senegal. The
most radical members of the opposi-
ti.o.n in this movement rejoin the po-
sitions of the Marxists.

# VIL. The Perspectives of Socialism

in West Africa

The ql.xestion of the possibility of
constructing socialism in Africa with-
out passing through a stage of capital-
ist de\{elopment has sometimes be
posed in abstract and dogmatic ter =
Evidently history furnishes exam:l]:s'
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pared areas gives a good iq
way in which the degradatigz gi ::e
primitive community js inevitably a:
centuated. The beneficiaries of these
arrangements, even when the Staqe re-
~mains the real owner of the land
~ often install vassals on the Jand. These
vassals are recruited among the “sery-
s”, “captives”, and “strangers",
¢ last being frequent when the
by villages are not heavily enough
ed tu work all the irrigated
ere are even cases where the
d most powerful families, the
e” class, simply claim the owner-
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er that socialism is easier
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(he confusion of @ certain
: y fashionable among pater:
 palistio technicians durlng the last
~ ears Of colonisation, especially In
*(he French colonies, 1t was concerned
with finding the means of leading
by the hand the tgood savages” whose
collective traditions  were idenlised
directly from primitive forms to mo-
dern socialism, of course a “good so-
alism™ friendly to the West and on-
ly rural, The compulsory cooperative
peluding the entire rural population

7

its castes, its nobles, ity serfs,
structures and its chiefs,
d with officials of the rural ad-
ion and agricultural vulgari-
ich was the sensational dis-
the new “friends of the
The new African officials
doctrine immediately
ence. They have not
the least, contenting
changing only the
tormer cooperatives,
ow shocking name of
ce Societies”,

one to permit agri-w
really start is not
isants” in the tra-
ework, but to
s traditions, It
ormal coope-
ividualism,

E

‘ ains J

4

E operative of commerci
_ credit for essentials with

rendy has the use ol 10 # certain ex-
tent, 1t is to pass from the migramt
worker with a hoe to the lmcqaiv'e
use of livestock for plowing, to liqui-
date the traditional juxtaposition of
(armers and herdsmen. This_decisive

I

destruction of Ia ructures,

P T By T FeTATorcement
of umn(rwrc'ﬁ'——'ﬁmﬁdian at the
cxpenmm:?%vT:mT- the

plow, an individual instrument, should

7 not constitute the material base for

a premature collectivisation.

Under these conditions the task of
a progressive government would not
be to maintain the relationships of
precapitalist production (content to
give them a modern “socialist” form)
which would be even more reaction-
ary than openly favouring the devel-
opment of salaried exploitation be-
cause it could only lead to stagnation
and failure. Its task is to favorize
development in the framework of
small merchant production and pre-
pare the way for a future socialism,
being careful that the breakdown of
traditional structures does not bring
about serious class differences. In this “

framework the cooperative can serve

:‘iso na: lran:ta:l:e:fi.tcic:n;rolhng. the evglu-

question of: first,

4 cooperative founded on the vo-

bt oo ey s !

rom the traditional

family and social chains; second a

cooperative of “interna]” form (co-

alization ang
Possibility of
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work), not i is to say being careful not o transpose
uction. One  mechanically methods employed efq.
4 npt avoid, where) even if only (o remedy (he
e of indi- shortage of laborers. The only long.
ad. It is  run solution in an under-populateq
nsition.  region is mechanization,

But this transition can only occur
when machinery can be locally pro-
duced and no longer imported from
industrialised countries where wages
are high. In the meantime the most
important task in West Africa is (o

~ break the family structures.

| Socialism and Bureaucracy
n most of the West African coun-

“after independence the power
) the local wealthy classes and
2aucrats who serve their in:
hese countries the way 1
locked to start with. To

the capitalist system

ntries, fulfill the his-

itive accumulation
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riving from Parties which had to fight
seriously agaiost powerful class ene
mies are mose 10 be counted on than
those that have beea or will be pot
in place withowt 2 struggie, for the
control of the masses znd ideological
seriousness are more likely to be pre-
sent. e
Bureaucracy will not justify ise
historically as a progressive force in
West Africa or anywher  eise except
to the extent it succeeds in ~ompletely
transforming the economic bases of
the society to realize primitive m_}
mulation. To do this it must mobilise
the masses actively and effectively.
in this case one couid say that to 2
certain point the revolution which was
started from above was relayed by 2
mass movement. If this is not the
case it is condemned 1o decadence, pa-
rasitism, and inefficiency. The exam-
ple of the inefficiency of rural services
when they are not conceived of as
mass movements but as administrative
jobs is one of the proofs of the reali
of this danger. Unfortunately there
are African countries (Egypt for
example)'® where reactipnary bureau-
cracies have been formed, isolated
from the masses, living from day 10
day by bargaining for aid from othes” &
countries. It is not even necessary for

this decadence to lead to the coneti-

Bion of a bourgeoisie of the “classi-

L Lype as is the case in some coun-
ere the new high officials are
’; Durelles, Structure et déve.

Y fécgnomle égyptienne.
& Politique, no 72, July-
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in a hurry to take over the plantations
ves, to In
mlﬁnd new industry.. Almost
as dangerous is the formation of a
bureaucracy isolated from the masses
which it exploits through the instru-
mentoftthtatcintbenameof
«public property”. It is not necessary
either for this bureaucracy to fall into
wholesale corruption. It is enough
for it to isolate itself from the masses,
to close in upon itself, becoming a
privileged class, going to sleep in
“sweet mediocrity”, showing itself in-
capable of mobilizing the masses, con-
tenting itself to live from day to day
- by external aid, for the way to social-
ism to be obstructed and the phrase
empty of sense.
~ The degenerate bureaucracy inca-
pable of developing the economy on

' it tries o save face, refusing 1o offi-
,,;“’ turn over the ownership of en-
 leTprises to imperialism, remaining

' ”ﬁﬂ' State property and against
- - Property”, etc.

- mense effort of accumulation.

tion. Either the bureaucracy
choose traditionalism and will rapid],
become a parasitic class of privilegeé
and inefficient reactionaries, or else
it will choose modernism and wij
justify its progressive role and prepare
the way for true socialism. The ca-
pacity of the new rising bureaucrac
to contact the masses, to mobilise
them, to really start African economic
development going will be in the end
the only worthwhile demonstration of
the authenticity of its socialist options.

c) Secialism and African Unity

The construction of a socialist so-
ciety in West Africa implies an im-
For
there is no socialism in misery. But
the question is whether an African
State at the level of development of the

SRRl ¢

present West African States can oh::\\

tively ‘organise such an effort. It is in
these terms that the problem of the
historical necessity of African unit
must be posed. African unity is not 2
sentimental need, it is an objective
economic necessity.

The question is not whether this or
that African people is capable of
making the necessary effort. All peo-
ples are.

The question is to know whether in
a given natural geographic framework
this effort can be successfully orga-
nized. It is quite evident that it stands
a better chance of succeeding if car-
ried out on the rich land of a country
well supplied in potential mineral
and energy resources than in a zone
which nature had rendered particular-
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» js no doubt that
as a whole all
needed to as-
evelopment are
avoid realizing
rests of the bu-
put in place by
sefore indepen-
put the public
breakin
, which had
7:*} ces, like
have been

tween several States. No doubt the po-
litical unity of West Africa would fa-
cilitate the rational exploitation of its
wealth, the best use of the present
infrastructure and administration, per-
mitting a considerable speeding up of
the economic and social development
of the entire region.

Among all the artificial States of
West Africa, some are lucky enough
to have been given by nature not only
abundant agricultural and hydro-elec-
trical possibilities but also mineral
wealth. The construction of socialism
is therefore snot impossible. However
this construction would need 2 min-
imum of good will from the neighbor-
ing States. If it should be necessary
to build socialism “in a beseiged
fortress” as was the case in other

countries, the task would be infinitely
- more difficult.





