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- EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
- Dr Titus Prostrated’

Since its Inception ten years ago this paper has been suspended four
times.

First. When the paper was moved from Seattle to Toledo, Ohlo;

Becond. When it was taken from Toledo to Caldwell, Idaho, to become
;Myam.mouwn.nummmwm ;

Third. Whultmbrwxhthukuﬂnmhﬁomwuu and

Fourth. About a year and a half ago when we had to suspend for a few
weeks because of lack of funds,

Now, for the fifth time, we are compelled to again suspend the publica-
tion for two months. And right here we wish to inform the subscribers that
their subscriptions will be carried over for an extra two monmths. It then
will be no loss to them in any way. The same holds good for our advertisers.
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In order that our rudcn may have a clear understanding of why‘sus-
pension is required at this time it will be necessary to go back a few years
into the history of the plper and the personal history of Its editor, Dr. Her
mon F. Titus,

* * » 0

Every one who is famillar with the growth of the paper is aware that

for years it was kept going only through the monthly output of private funds

~on the part of Dr. Titus,

After all hie money, property and income— above bare living expenses—
were consumed, the paper somehow managed to worry along, but was only
able to do so because the editor took nothing in the way of salary or wages,

| “for his services, Such has been the state of affairs for the last few years.

-

A At present Dr. Titus is lu--very fll—and in order that our readers may
nnderlund the conditions more clearly we think it well to go over, very
brleny, the last four years of Dr. Titus' work.

To go back to March, 1906, we find that at the news of the poasible
arralgnment of Moyer, Haywood, and Pettibone, Dr. Titus boarded the
first train from Seattle to Boise, managed to force his way into the car
‘which was taking the accused men to Caldwell—and be the first person
from the outside world to grasp Haywobod by the hand and assure him
that “the Working Class would never belleve them guilty until they had
been proven 80.” From that moment began the most strenuous action in
behalf of the men on the Dr.s part,

Being appointed national organizer by Secretary Barnes of the Socialist
Party to go over Idaho to raise funds for the defemse, he covered the
entire northern part of the state and into Montana, Later he started out in
Canyon County, Jdaho—the county from which was to be picked the Jury—
to canvass the entire county, speaking at every hamlet, town or camp in
order to turn public sentiment In favor of the accused men.

This may not seem to be fraught with many hardships but when we
realize that Lawyer Richardson, attorney for Haywood, told Dr. Titus that
il he were crazy enough to attempt such a thing, he would be killed in less
than a week, and when one knows that he was threatened with hanging,
one begins to think that the strain of a campaign like that means some-
thing.

At this time the paper was also brought from Toledo to Caldwell to

[D%hecome a dally during the trial, but the trial being postponed for a year

the paper was brought on to Seattle where it has remained ever since.
. *

An through the great trial Dr. Titus did the heaviest reporting tar the
Working Class {hat was accomplished at that time,

At the close of the trial he came back to Seattle and almost imme-
distely was precipitated Into one of the hottest l!net fights in the history
of this country.
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As you know this fight lasted for about, two years, and during all of
that time the dominant and most indefatigable fighting spirit was Hermon
Titus—speaking night after night to immense crowds in order to arouse
public conscience, béing promptly arrested as surely as he spoke, encourag-
ing and urging every one to keep up the fight and editing “The Socialist”
every week-—sometimes from the jail

The treatment in the jail was worse than thst of a convicted criminal.
At the time of the coldest weather of the season, Dr. Titus was placed in
‘& steel tank, open to the outside cold, and was not allowed even ap over-
coat to protect him against the Intense cold. He was kept here alone
three nights and two days. Mrs. Titus was refused any attempt to pro-
vide her husband with any coverings or clothing to relleve his sufferings
from the intense cold. And this was before any trial of the case. He hsa
never recovered from the effects of the inhuman treatment accorded him
at that time, !

y: L B N
. After the street fight in Seattle was won the Local Socialist Party was
soon in the throes of another factional fight which culminated as all our

readers know, In the withdrawal of the revolutionists from the state con-:

vention at Everett in 1909. It is needless to say that through all of that
fight Dr. Titus was to the fore In the revolutionary ranks—in fact, not
daring to attack his position which was the real issue, the opposition con-
verted it into & personal issue, mlkln‘ the name “Titus” a bugbear upon which
to split the organization.

* & 8

To say that all these times were strenuous is to put it mildly, and no
one was surprised when last November Dr. Titus had an acute attack,
accompanied by hemorrhage, of duodenal ulcer, brought on without ques-
tion by pverwork and general nervous breakdown.

* *

Less than two weeks ago the Doctor, who had not fully recovered his
strength, had another hemorrhage and it has been found after thorough
examination and consultation that an operation is imperative. . So the time
for sald operation has been set for two weeks hence, thus giving the ulcers
time to heal and eliminating the possibility of hemdrrhage during opera-
m * * & i

If “The Workingman's Paper” were less educational than it is it would
be possible for the associate editors to conduct it during Dr: Titus' illness,
bntlnvlewotthlnnutheymthe value of the paper ceases when his
work I8 withdrawn, and we feel it to be far more advisable to suspend until
such time as he is able to take up the work nnln.

‘Were Dr. Titus to receilve the mo-z nomlnal sum for his services for

- the past ten years, he would have much more than enough to defray all

the expenses attendant upon this operation; and in view of that fact, the
Trustees of the Trustee Printing Company feel that from the company
should come the necessary amount. As usual the Trustees feel that they
cannot command sufficient funds, so have decided to ask the co-operation
of all the readers of the paper who are in sympathy with its present
policy.

In order that the comtributors may be benefited at the same time the
Trustees have complied the recent much talked of editorials—“The Eclipse
of Marx,” “Class Consclence,” “Middle Class Rebellion,” and the discussion
between Wm. Z. Foster, European representative of the L. W. W., and Dr.
Titus on the “Economic Power of the Middle Class,” into pamphlet form and
are ready to send them in bundles to all those who feel it a privilege to
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to any one.
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Enough to give every penon, man,
children—would have $1,500 s year.
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Labor Produces Twentﬁ-l"'our Billion Dollm Worth of Goods per Year

(luvlmmtu'lﬂ)

$24,000,000,000
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womqund,lhﬂd, iu lll our Seventy-five -Millions of Population $300 apiece. Every family of ﬂve—fnther mother and 8

What La or Gets -- One Quarter

(Beprueuud by this upper portion of the Box)

SIX Bl“lOnS Worth $69000’000a000

'l‘yenty Million Productive Laborers (with one or more others, children
or aged, dependent on each) average 3300 & year, $6 a week: Barely enough
to live on.

This is all the laborers ean get becsm they compete with one another
for th chanee to work.
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-line. High prices or low prices make no dxﬂerence. They get &
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What Capital Gets -- Three Quarters

(Represented by this lower portion of the Diagram)

Eighteen Billions Worth-$18,000,000,000
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Tea Million Capitalists, who do no productive labor, get this three-
quarters of Labor’s Product for nothing. It is Unpaid Labor, the Surplus
over the laborer’s necessities of life.

This Surplus of Unpaid Labor, Eighteen Billions a year, is what all the
world. is fighting over. The Big Capitalists, the Plutocrats, a million or so
of them, get the most of it. The Little Capitalists, the Middle Class, eight
to ten millions of them, are fighting hard to get more of it for themselves. The
‘‘Insurgents’’ represent the Little Capitalists. The ‘‘Standpatters’’ represent
the Big Capitalists.

But the Working Class, who produce all this wealth, have no interest in
‘‘Insurgents’’ or ‘‘Standpatters,’”’ Republicans or Democrats, or any other
Capitalist Class struggles over this mass of Unpaid Labor.

The only interest of the Working Class is to keep the Wealth they create,
to perform no Unpaid Labor, to save themselves being vobbed of this vast
Surplus of Eighteen Billions a year.

This is the one Great Red Fact for the Workingman to learn.
No other issue counts.
The Tariff, high or low, will not prevent Unpeaid Labor.

. Direct Legislation will not stop Unpaid Labor.

Co-operative Stores will not abolish. Unpaid Labor.
Postal Savings Banks will not touch Unpaid Labor.
Conservation will not reach Unpaid Labor,

« No Capitalist platform will ever mention Unpaid Labor; for without Un-
paid Labor there would be no Capitalist Class.

No one but the Working Class, those whose labor goes unpaid, will ever
stop this stupendous robbery.

Workingmen, you millions on millions of workingmen, how long will you
go unpaid! Stand up together and take your own. The world waits for
your united strength. You ean do what you mll, if you only recoghize your
power.

““Ye are many. They are few.”
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upon the part of those wito will consider it the greatest privilege to ald
vmmm-hm-m.

ERWIN B. AULT,
ARTHUR JENSEN,
BESSY FISET, -



he started for Spokane to represent this paper in the Fight for ¥
in that city, it was thought his mall might go o i :
rather common name of Willlam E., 80 gre ) 1
this paper should be William Z., and so by that initial hé is known from
Pacific to the Atlantie, ‘ ey
Foster {s now in Europe, this letter bearing & Paris postmark. He wants
to study “Direct Action” In iis home, France. He promises to write us
occasionally and give the results of his investigations, i
This letter shows once again what an able man Foster is. He is one
those wage-workers who put to shame the cavils of the so-called Intellectuals
who {magine the working class is incapable of doing Its own thinking.

The Issues which Foster takes with the position of “The Workingman's
Paper” are (1) whether the Middle Class has sufficlent “Economic Power”
to resist the Trust Class, and (2), whether the Ballot can be used by the
Working Class for its own emancipation.

First, as to Economic Power. That is an expression frequently employed
without analysis to discover its actual meaning. It is often associated In
thought with that similar expression, Economic Determinism. Both sound
large and impreesive and may be used to overwhelm an unsophisticated
antagonist. It does one good to see a Capitalist adversary appear stupldly
wise at the mention of one of these phrases by a really wise Proletarian.

But the wisest sometimes employ terms which have a profound sig-
nificance, especially if they have won a vogue for themselves, in a loose
and indefinite manner, Therefore it is always healthy for any thinker to
analyze his most commonly used generalizations.

For instance, it is a commonplace for Socialist writers to say the Feudal
Class passed off the stage because Economic Power was captured in the
course of development by the Capitalist Class; or that the Slave-owning Class
of the South was forced to yleld to the Capitalist Class of the North because
it possessed inferior Economic Power.

Taking this out of the region of the clouds, what can it mean but the
Power of Bread and Butter? That class has the greatest Economic Power
which holds the purse strings; or, if all have purses, the one which has the
deepest and fullest purse, has the Power. This assumes that the Purse can
purchase. If money cannot buy the necessities of life, the Purse is powerless.
Economic Power, in that case, rests with that class which commands the
Means of Production, the land and machinery by which necessaries are
produced through labor.

Take & strike, for example. . The strikers can last as long as they can
feed. When they can no longer get a meal or provide & roof, they dle; their
Economic Power was lost and life with it. The old South ylelded and Lee
surrendered, because there was nothing left in the treasury at Richmond,
the soldlers were ragged and starving, no guns and no powder could be
obtained, no cotton could be ralsed or sold, nobody could pay taxes; in a
word, their Economic Power was exhausted; while yet the North had

abundance.

Now, have the Middle Class sufficlent Economic Power 'left? Can t_he
Trust Class starve them out? For the Middle Class are certainly on strike
against the Trusts. Listen to their world-famous champion, Roosevelt's
closing words at Minneapolis form a call to battle: “The supreme political
task of our day, the indispensable condition of national efficiency and national
welfare, is to drive the Special Corporate Interests out of our public life.”

Compare the relative wealth of the three classes. According to the
census of 1900, the last reliable figures, the Trust Class, with some quarter
million members, owned 67 Billion Dollars worth of the wealth of the United
States, The Middle Class, some 8% milllons of them, owned 24 Billion
Dollars; while the Wage Class, over 20 Millions of them, had 4 Blllions,

The question is, Can 67 Bildon Dollars starve out 24 Billions? And
another gquestion, What chance has the Four Blilion Dollar Wage Class
against the combined Ninety-one Billion Dollar Capitalist Class?

But that bald statement of the case does not cover all the ground. For
then the Wage Class would be utterly helpless, forever enslaved. And that
is precisely the conclusion which some theorists, who follow their theories
it they lead even into the ditch, have arrived at The Proletarians have no
Economic Power because they have no wealth. No historic class ever
achieved its freedom without first achieving Economic Power, that {s, Wealth.
The modern Wage Class can get no wealth, therefore there is no hope

for it

The reply made by some Proletarians is that the present Proletariat
has real Economic Power, though it has not wealth, Its Power lies In its
control of its own Labor Korce, without which no wealth can be produced.
They urge the argument that a United Proletariat, withholding its Labor
Power from the Capitalist Class, would be able to paralyze that class. They
could starve out the world by such “Direct Action.”

But they would also starve out themselves meanwhile. The Capitalists,
few in number, would be In possession of all the storehouses filled with
provisions and could stand a long seige, while the workers would be without
anything and millions of them. .To this, the Direct Actionists reply: We
will take and hold the Instruments of Production, the land, the factories, the
rallroads, where we are dally empioyed; we will continue to produce wealth,
only now for ourselyes, no longer for the Capitalists. We will then have
instituted the Cooperative Commonwealth, The Capitalists, who thought
to starve us out, will be obliged to come to us at iast and solicit us for &

chance to live.
v . ® *

That sounds goods. But what would the Capitalists be dolng while you
are taking and holding? There are millions of them and they will fight for
thier property. Don't imagine that Teddy Roosevelt and General Wood and
Admiral Dewey and Post and Heney and HIl apnd Gaynor and La Follette
and the rest of thelr kind, are going to lle down and dle llke trapped rabbits.
They are not made that way.

And they have the guns, never forget that, They have the guns. And
modern guns are terribly deadly things. One man can hold up a thousand
with one of these modern instruments of warfare. A hundred thousand men
with Machine Guns can dislodge a million workmen, helpless, defenceless,

_ at their {ndustrial machines, in their factories which they are taking and
holding.

The Economic Power of simple, unassisted, unarmed Labor Force, even
it it could be united in a far greater degree than would ever be practicable,
would be as unavalling against that vast development of power, called the
Government, as hand labor has proved unavalling in its conflict with miachine
lahor. The mere possesgion of Labor Power is obviously nog.tho possession
of Economic Power. It cannot produce the necessaries of life while excluded
from the Means of Production.
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But {s it true, on the other hand, that the possession of mere. wealth,
{ncluding the Means of Production, 1 the sure possession of Economic Power?
Suppose Morgan held the entire wealth of America, Could he starve out all
the rest of us? Ownership must be accompanied with power to malntain
ownership. Could one man maintain possession against all the rest of man-
kind and compel them to starve because he would not admit them to the
sotirces of life? 1If, then, one man would fail through weakness, how many
men would be essential, with all the power of Government and Guns, to
dispossess the rest of men and hold them dispossessed?

Could, for instance, the Trust Class, with its present numerical strength
of, say, 250,000, forbid all the rest of the nation to touch the Means of
Production which belong to that Class? They have the Economic Power, as
defined above, but have they the physical power? Can 250,000 subdue 30,
000,000? Can such a handful, even with the Gun Government, coerce & hun-
dred times their number and starve them into submission? !
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Granting that a whole nation could hardly be held up by a mere frac-
tion of its number, like the Trust Class in America, how about such a large
proportion as the Middle Class of some Ten Millions? Could they hold up
the rest and compel them to deliver the goods? ;

That is the intensely practical question which faces the American

percelve that neither
Middle Class, has any intention to abolish wages and unpald labor
consequent poverty of the Proletarian, and will proceed to fight its owa
for its own emancipation.) j

But let us essay & reply to the main question as to the abllity of the
Middle Class, under Roosevelt's leadership, to force the Corporations out of
the control of the Government, i
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And here we come to Foster's second difficulty, the Ballot. For it is by
means of the Ballot, that the Middle Class Rebellion expects to succeed in
displacing the Trurt, A number of Wage Workers, including quite a section
of the 1. W. W, agree with Foster, when he says, “The Ballot is on the
Bum,” meaning that nothing can be accomplished by means of the Ballot,
which is regarded by them as a Caplitalist institution and a snare and &
delusion.

Thelr contention is, that Economic Power is the only thing that counts.
8o, if the Middle Class wins at the Ballot Iox, it will be defeated in the
legislature itself and on the Judge's Bench and in the Executive’s Chalr,
by the corrupting power of money in the hands of the Trusts; and they point
to the universal prevalence of Graft as proof. They would not trust their
own representatives, if elected, to prove Inaccessible to.the temptations of
intrigue and bribery. In & word, they abjure Politics as a Device of the
Enemy. |
It is a fad among these workers to greet the mention of political action
with Homeric Laughter and to consign the victim of political notions for
the Working Olass to the limbo of the totally ignorant and depraved. Even
to discuss the matter, as we are doing now, will seem to these men as little
less than Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. Thelr horror of political action
Is very like the anarchist's horror of “The State;” they would not touch
it to save their lives.

;

But nothing, not even the Law of Gravitation, 18 beyond discussion. Nor
should the intolerance of its adherents lead us to refuse to consider any
proposal which ns the Workingel

Let us see. The Middle Class proposes to down the Trust Class by
means of the Ballot, notwithstanding the alleged superior Economic Power
of the Trusts. Are they foredoomed to fallure?

Let us sy at the outset that all this cheap ridicule of the Ballot as “a
plece of white paper” cannot pass with the thoughtful, You might as well
ridicule all voting, as the anarchists do—in theory; that is, Never try in any
manner to ascertaln the will of the majority. -

It 1s just as stupid to take a vote in an assembly by show of hands, or
by ayes and noes, as it is to do'it by means of the ballot,

The “Plece of Paper” is nothing in itself, but as indicating the will and
opinfon of & man or woman, & unit in a given society, whose declslon 1s to
be ascertained, it is & very potent fact,

It is no modern invention, It is as old as the ancient Commune. It
existed long before Capitalism, Feudallsm or Slavery was known on the
earth, You might as well decry the wearing of Cotton Clothes as & device
of Caplital, or the use of Petroleum or the Steamboat or the study of Chemis-
try. Because Capitalists employ Robert's Rules of Order does not prove
that they are not good rules for any assembly,

A fact 1s a fact, and the Ballot Is a very prominent fact in the modern
economy. By means.of the Ballot this week, the Trust Senator Burrows of
Michigan has been retired from the U. S. Senate, and La Follette has been
re-nominated in Wisconsin. “Insurgent” victories are recorded all over the
country—by means of the Ballot,

Why this tremendous struggle between the Standpatters and Insurgents
now golng on in every state, if the Ballot is not a powerful factor in de-
clding events? It seems absurd to have to prove so obvious an assertion
as that the Ballot is a tremendous fact.
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The Ballot certainly changes the Government. By means of it the Middle
Class can achleve power, It is altogether likely they will win the elections
this fall.

But will Government make up for lack of Economic Power? WIll not
the superior wealth of the Trust Class enable them to defeat the Govern-
ment in the hands of the Middle Class? Just a®the Caplitalist Class might
defeat the Wage Class, even after its victory at the polls?

We admit we cannot understand how it will be possible for a quarter
of a million people, though they may be in possession of 67 Billion Dollars
of Property, to prevent ten million people who have won the powers of
Government, from passing and enforcing any | gislation they pl The
only way we can see for the Trust Class to maintain {tself under those condl-
tions, would be to fight, to engage in actual war In defence of their prop-
erty. In which event, they would stand no show against the Ten Million
who were in possession of the mighty machine of repression known as the
Government. ’

‘.

For the Government, the State, the thing which is changed by means
of the Ballot at Elections, is an almost superhuman engine of power. For
generations it has been trained in the exercise of power. It is a vast social
machine for applying coercion. It Is itself an Economic Power, a physical
power which, in the hands of a latge minority, like the ten miilion of the
Middle Class, might be able to coerce and conquer the twenty million Pro-
Jetarians. By means of the Ballot, the Middle Class can capture this Economic
Power, the Instrument of Physical Control, the Means of Producing Death,
the historically developed Machine of Government, and thereby prolong its
own existence as a Capitalist Class, Then It will be far more likely to
defer the Emancipation of the Wage Class indefinitely than the numerically
and physically weak Trust Class.
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Therefore we regard the Middle Class Rebellion as a thing to be com-
batted unremittingly by the Wage Class, We can see no possible way in
which the Proletarian can be benefitted by the victory of Roosevelt and
Pinchot. It is better that Taft and Hill and Morgan and Guggenheim should
carry on their Trust Organization to the lmit, wiping out the Middle Class
completely, Meanwhile, the Wage Class Is just as well off, certainly, during
the progress of the Battle between Big Capital and Little Capital, under the
management of Big Capital as it would be under Little Capital,

Any kind of Capital is the Foe of Labor. Any kind of Capital, big or
little, {5 the robber of Wage Labor. It Is the very nature of Capital to live
off the Surplus of Labor’s product over its subsistence wage. Abolish that
Sarplus, abolish the Law of Wages, and you abolish Capital. Nothing short
of that will emancipate Wage Labor. And we have no consideration what-
goever for any other class in soclety but the Wage Class. Thelr battle is the
Battle for Freedom, for Democracy, for Progress, for a New Race, Prole-
tarianism is the only Nationalism worth fighting for,

W. Z. Foster’s Letter

believe “The Middle Class Rebellion”
is by far the best, and, barring a few
conclusions as to the part to be played
by the workers and the possible out-

On Board North German-Lloyd Steam-
er Prinz Friedrich Wilhelm, bound
for Cherbourg, France.

: Aug. 6, 1910.
Mr. E. B. Ault,
Dear Friend and Fellow Worker:—
For the past few months I have been

knocking around so much that I have|ger, Pinchot, etc., are properly pigeon-

had very little time for reading, and
many of the articles in my old friend,

“The Soclalist” have escaped my

notice. In New York, however, I was

tempt for the great, reactiomary,
dle Class we consider that it is al-
ready eliminated as an important fao-
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to the Capitalist Class;
political guarrels, of late agitating the
country, are but so many subterfuges
and schemes to divide and bewilder
the only other class worth mention-
ing—the Working Class. -Rooseveit,
Taft, Aldrich, Cannon, Pinchot, etc.,
are just so many capitalist politiclans,
A favorite expression is, “There are
but two ‘nations’—the robber and ‘the

robbed.”

Thie position is manifestly wrong,
and misleading, as the Middle Class
is yet to be reckoned with, and all
indications point to a great struggle
between it and the Capitalist Class
proper for mastery. This warfare,
now just getting well under way, con-
tains a large element of danger to the
American labor movement, in that the
Middle Class, although possessing no
interests in common with the .Work-
ing Class, represents all the historic
ideals the raw and undeveloped Work-
ing Class have been bred to id
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‘|as their own.

The American {deal has been to
evolve to affluence through the medi-
um of the Middle Class by first be-
coming a small farmer, storekeeper
or manufacturer, etc. Now, when the
Middle Class, figuratively the second
rung on the ladder to , finds

NOTICE :: THE K. & P. MARKET

has changed hands and is now run under the name of THE KENNEDY
MARKET. Wae solicit your trade and guarantee satisfuction. We handle
the best in Fresh and Smoked Meats, Butter and Eggs.

NOS, 42 AND 43 PUBLIC MARKET, North End Downstairs,

itself being strangled by the Capltalist
Class it makes a desperate appeal for
ald to the Working Class, which readi-
ly responds, naturally supposing it is
interested in the “square deal,” “anti-
rebate,”  “conservation,” etc., policles
of the Middle Class, as they repre-
sent the last remnant of the historic
American slogan of “Equal opportuni-
ty for all.” As proof that this aid is
being extended to the Middle Class
tho Iate victories of the insurgents
may be cited, to say nothing of the
hopelessly Middle Class character of
the so-called *“Soclalist” party.
L .

The sooner this struggle is over
the better it will be for the Working
Class, as the economic subjugation
of the Middle Class .ueans the de-
struction of thelr individualist ideals
—with which the Working Class is
now obsessed, and the development of
the new Working Class Colleciivist
ideals, without which the labor move-
ment is almost uselesg. 8o long as a
worker belleves that byv"nﬂng up”
for a few years he can become the
owner of a lucrative business he Iis
absolutely unfit to be organized; but
when that hope Is removed and he
understands that he can better his
condition only by acting in concert
with hie fellow workers, then the days
of Capitallsm are numbered.
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Dr, Titus polnts out the hastiness
of considering as a cancelled econo-
mic factor such a good fighting class
as the American Middle Class has
proved itself to be, and suggests the
poesibility that under the leadership
of the fire eating Roosevelt and
Pinchot, it may severely check the
growth of the monopolies, and “in-
definitely postpone” the overthrow of
capitalism. So strong does he word
this possibility that one would be led
to believe that he expects events to
take such a course. This would mean
government ownership of mallroads,
telegraphs, coal mines, express com-
panies and other monopolies that par-
ticularly ‘harass the Middle Class,

Does modern American history jus-
tify any such faith in the power of
the Middle Class, to, in any way, even
check the concentration of capital?
Does it not, on the other hand, clearly
prove that the Middle Class is doom-
ed, that its old means for the control
of industry are obsolete, and that It
is Incapable of developing any new
ones, that in spite of its vast numeri-
cal strength and seeming virility, its
intellectual following and its posses-
sion of the historic American ideals—
an invaluable asset to a ruling class—
it is about to be obliterated?

. s 0

This “Middle Class Rebellion,"—tho
rendered acute by the Pinchot-Bal-
linger controversy and the rebuke
administered to Cannon recently—has
been golng on with Increasing vigor
for the past ten years. We have seen
the trusts increase their power con-
tinually in spite of all opposition until
today they are almost all powerful. It
is folly to say:the Middle Class hasn’t
disputed this advance; but it has al-
Ways been defeated. Several times
running victorles have been won but
only for a time, the Capitalist Class
has always emerged the victor.

The Northern Securities case is a

|good example. Here was a trust that

was legally busted and yet today the
merger Is in practical effect by the

» | Bimple expedient of keeping three sets
| ot books Instead of one: The Standard
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‘Economnc Power of 'the Middle

At the time of the imposition of the
fine any newsboy could have told us
that it would never be paid. Is there

. .- z i TR N te LECRTRR - x L A -ggr".
our own Spokane fight may serve to|all sclentific economists, as the only man who has revealedthe true secret p
of mf@a'm,w;rudwuuwm.;mmammumuwma i
be found in the halls of Congress. [that was : carried on in|his masterpiece, “Capital” into English, and hasten to put all his works on Get
& O ' lopen’ violation of “law.” their bookshelves. Socialists are just as proud to be Marxians as church.
WMMM " But tines have changed: espital P, men are to be Christians. i : :
entnma;;doﬁu".:.mw"““‘m’wm'ﬂ-mmonhmmt&tw?nmnn: Now, what s the main {des from end to ead of Marc's “Capltal™? In & otner
e:pendniunm mu..n-ms..bm-r--_blotnm-,mmmmmh"mmm“mmuummm. That is his own favorite expression, as
m.dmmm'w.mmmmwnﬂumumlmdluu According to Marx, Capital itself

any sane person who believes the
rebate and graft prosecutions have
decreased the practices? The rall-
road officlals and legislators have
simply become more expert in cover-
ing up their trails.

‘. % EE B e

Once in a while a trust gets so
“bad” that the “people” declde to buy
it—for instance the Chicago City Rall-
ways—but somebow the  capitalists
refuse to sell. Instead of selling
public utilities to the state or municl-
palities the tendency is to buy up
what few gas works, water-works, etc.,
the municipalities now own. The
Phila Gas Works was sold to the U.
G. L Co. In spite of the express decl-
sion at the previous election that it
should not be sold. Even the public
ownership of the post office is now
threatened,

3 . &

The cause for the uniform lack of
success on the part of the Middle Class
throwgh its government is clearly be-
cause it is lacking in economlic power,
tho it has time and again demonstrated
the fact that it has an abundance of
the obsolete ‘‘political power.” There
is one kind of power recognized in the
world today, and that is the abllity
to control industry. This is an econo:
mic power. This power is shared by
the capitalists and the workers al-
most entirely, the former thru their
capital, the latter thru the monopoly of
their labor pawer. In these later days

tenance and the success of a war de-
pending upon the goodwill of the cap-

* s 0

The Middle Class although posses-
sing a vast amount of wealth is un-
able to use it effectively owing to its
belng divided among so many individ-
uals. As for controlling industry by
its labor power, such a thing is ab-
surd, as they are not in a position lo
do so,

It can't command the armed forces
of the mnation, as that too has pald
homage to the all conquering capital.
The Middle Class thus stands stripped
of all economic power.

Until quite recently the small capl-
talists, or Middle Class, controlled in-
dustry through their “democratic” gov-
ernment, which came into existence
with them. Belng economic equals
and very numerous their method of
procedure was to ascertain the sentl-
ment of the majority by an election,
and then to coerce the minority into
obedience. No small set of the capl-
talists at that time could pit their
capital, or economic strength against
the rest, and as a consequence, the
wish of the majority was law, and no
mercy was shown the violator.

Not being exposed to so many cor-
rupting influences the courts and legis-
latures could be depended upon to
serve the class that elected or ap-
pointed them and .the will of the ma-
jority was respected. Then was the
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italists who loan the necessary funds. ,

that were the terror of the small cap-
itallsts,

No longer do they obey the wishes
of the majority. As Lawson says, “They
buy legislators like fish in the mar
ket.” They have corrupted the courts,
the very soul of Middle Class govern-
ment, until they are & byword even to
the Middle Class. The’ government
has become a joke and is compnsed
of & lot of nobodles. The only real
use the modern capitalist class has
for it is to use it to exploit the “com-
mon people” of their rapldly dwind-
ling possessions, such as franchises,
water power, coal lands, ete.

. ®

Belng few in numters this new Cap-
ftalist Class necds no vast executive
committee or “government” such as
the Middle Class does, but transacts
its business privately, behind closed
doors. It the Beef Trust wishes to
arrange for rallroad rates, a meeting
in Morgan's private office settles the
matter satisfactorily. Why allow &
lot of Kansas farmers to interfere
thru their busybody “government?”
It is'a very significant fact that when
a kick Is made about unfair rates It
is always by the Middle Class and to
its government. The Trusts settle
their disputes privately, except In
rare eases, when they make open eco-
nomic war upon each other. They
treat the laws of the Middle Class gov-
ernment with contempt whenever it
suits thelr convenience,

L N .

The Baseball syndicate is in exist-
ence in flagrant violation of many of
the most fundameutal laws upon the
statute books.

This syndicate has absolutely ban-
ished business competition from base-
ball and each club is “in its narrow
cell forever lald.” It forces contract
labor upon {ts employees and woe un-
to the ball pluyur who Is hardy enough
to violate his contract. He is openly
blacklisted by every club in the coun-
try.

This syndicate has a high court of
three men who try owners, managers,
and players alike, dealing out severe
punishments when they deem it neces-
zary. The magnates argue exped-
fency, they rightly argue that shop-
keepers should not be allowed to in-
terfere with baseball, The only power
they will ever recognize will be the
organized labor power of the ball
players, or a rival aggregation of cap-
ital. Many similar instances can be
given of this evidence of each indus-
try transacting its business regardless
of the howls of the smaller fry.

. 0

The modern Capitalist Class abso-
lutely refuses to obey any “law” detri-
mental to its interest that {s not en-
forced by economic power. The so-
called labor laws, such as “8 hour
laws,” *child labor laws,” etc., are
treated the same as are the “pure and
simple” Middle Class measures, as
it realizes they have nothing behind
them but the old Middle Class count-
ing of noses, or voting.

* * o

‘There are many ways of sidetrack-
ing the wishes of the “common peo-
ple,” but they are all based on capi-
tal. Courts and legislatures have al-
ways proved purchasable and investi-
gating committees are easily disposed
of.' Even in the sacred rnaks of the
ultra holy insurgents the power of
capital s evident, Garfleld, several
years ago, reportcd that the Beef
Trus,t one of thu “very bad” ones
pald but 2 per cent interest on the
money Invested and the Roosevelt-
Morton "rebate scandal stunk to the
high heavens.

This disregard &nd contempt for
“majority” made law, tho a pro-
nounced characteristic of the revolu-
tionary Capitalist Class is not pecu-
liar to it alone. The revolutionary
Working Class also ignores obnox-
fous “majority” made laws wherever
it has the power to do so. The

|workers have organized in restraint

of trade in spite of Middie Class
congpiracy laws until now they have

.|the “legal” right to organize.  “iued-

less to say this “legal” right .8 worth
nothing if the Capitalist Class has the
economic power to forbid it. Many of
the labor unions of Europe m ln
flagrant violation of the “law.”

nether millstone, can only defend
itself with its old obsolete weapon—
Government, which its real enemy, the
Capitalist Class ignores.

The Middle Class can’t understand
this phenomenom of a few men
handling its government and proposes
to cleanse the temple of the money
changers by electing “good” and “hon-
est” men Into office, who will make
their good “ship of state” answer the
helm as she used to. In order to se-
cure as many of these virtuous para-
gons who are exempt from the first
law of nature, the Working Class is
also to be lined up and such a count-
ing of noses made as never occurred

before,

Herein lles the chief fault of Dr.
Titus' article. He seems to think such
reactionary program can be effective
in checking economic development.

The key to the situation does not
lle with the workers. It is not a
working class fight and the workers
will never take any very serious part
in it. They will probably use the Mid-
dle Class weapon—the weak and in-
effective ballot—in this Middle Class
fight but it is extremely unlikely that
they will ever fight another’s battles
with real Working Class weapons that
ars revolutionary such as the strike,
sabotage, etc. Far (from being an
{mportant factor they will be but an
imposing array of dead timber and the
Capitalist Class will ignore even the
greatly increased number of opposing
noses and buy up the legislators and
judges of this unholy alliance the same
as before, tho perhaps at a slightly
higher price.

The only hope the Middle Ciass has
is to defeat the Capitalist Class with
capital, and if this could be done,
slmply the personel of the Capitalist
Class would be changed and there
would be a still greater concentration
of capital,

L '. .

The danger of this fight to the
workers is that they are certainly
golng to experiment with the ballot
to the neglect of their revolutionary
economlic organizations. These latter,
however, can never die, tho their im-.
mediate development may be serious-
1y interfered with, because while the
workers are flirting with the seduc-
tive and barren ballot, they will be
forced to retain some sort of bread
and butter organization, or accept a
greatly lowered standard of living:

L

When the Ineffectiveness of the bal-
lot has finally been demonstrated so
clearly that even the workers can
see it, then they will repudiate it
entirely, and adopt Working Class
tactics, even as the tendency seems to
be in the vanguard of the labor move-
ment of Europe. This will be the
death blow to the already sadly
weakened Middle Class and the open-
Ing of the real “direct action™ fight
between the Capitalist Class and the
Working Class, For the first time in
capltalist history the Issue will be
clear and then the Revolution will be
at hand,

Thus it will be seen that the Mid-
dle Class can look for no real ald from
the Working Clags. Tho the latter
'will undoubtedly vote as the former
directs, the combined vote will be just
as easlly Ignored as the majority vote
of today. The Working Class will
have its direct action tactics to turn
to after learning this lesson, but the
Middle Class must go down and out
owing to inability to develop effective
weapons of offense and defense.

s &

Harry, I think you fellows should
get next to the ballot—its on the bum
entirely. I don't propose to know a
great deal about direct action but at
present writing, I am on my way to
a country where I should learn & little
namely, France.

But I have made this letter so long
that 1 have left no room for news. I'll
write you occasionally, however, and
give you what little news there is
when I get settled,

Yours for the Working Class,

Per the L. W. W.,
‘WM. “Z” FOSTER.
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and reproduced in coutinunus cycle from Unpald Labor. Ac-
tolarx.vhon'nmnhwdhhww_u.lnrplupmdnctothu
] over and above his wages, is withheld from him by his employer with-
out any compensation, taken from the wage-worker for nothing. In simplest
tomummpdd'rwnpumbrmwlvork. your employer retains
a surplus for himself out of your day's product equal to another Two Dollars,
more or less. This Surplus Produnct, this Unpaid Labor of the lmmense
pumber of Proletarians, or Wage-Workers, is the very source and secret of
Capitalist accumulation. Here is the real confiscation, the real robbery,
compared with which all the socalled graft and thievery and corruption
are the merest drops in the bucket. In fact, all these other forms of graft
monlynwmuotthhonooﬂdnnmn.
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Anmmﬂmphcmuh. There is nothing mysterious or recon-
dite, profound, phllosophical, learned, in that plain proposition, that the
surplus a laborer produces above his wages is captured by his employer with-
out the payment of & cent. That is indeed the very proposition which every
wage worker will understand most naturally. For it {s more and more of his
product, higher wages and less hours of labor, that every worker is con-
cerned to get, and that all Unions fight to obtain. Unconsclous of the Great
Economic Fact that Marx wrote his masterplece to elucidate, and which he
spent his life to get the Working Class to understand, the Working Class
itself has organized its industrial armies to attack this Citadel of Capital
In truth, there is no better confirmation of the Marxian economc analysis
of society, than this agreement of his theory with the actual development
of the Proletarian tactics.

i

Why, then, is not this Prime Economic Fact, which is the pivot of all
the sclentific achievement of Karl Marx, pushed to the front by his pro-
fessed followers? Why, for iunstance, In the Platform of the Socialist Party
of the U. S. in 1904, was there only a single reference to the fact of Unpald
Labor, and this reference dragged in as a subordinate clause, “above its sub-
sistence wage”? And it may be sald here, that this clause was only inserted
at the instance of the writer of the present editorial. The omission of the
whole fundamental Theory of Socialism was entirely and quite unconsclously
overlooked by all the rest of the Platform Committee, consisting of such
representative Socialists as Debs, Mallly, Herron, Hillquitt and Berger. Pre-
cisely as an Ecclesiastical Conference or Synod will pass through a week's
sessions and omit all reference to the Essentialness of Love to the Christian
Community, so the Conventions of political Socialists gather and debate and
adjourn without once mentioning the foundation principle of Proletarian
Emanclpation, namely, the Abolition of Unpaid Labor,

* 8

‘We call this the Eclipse of Marx, as we might call the practice of the mm toth

modern church the Eclipse of Jesus. Of course the reason the church

ignores Jesus and his ethics is that the theory of non-resistance can not be | KERs

practiced in modern soclety without killing that soclety; the two are incom-
patible, The same reason holds for the Soclalist Parties, who hide Marx in
their own shadow. For, to bring forward the Fact of Unpald Labor, and to
make the battle rage around that Fact of Facts, would be incompatible with
the interests of the Middle Class which composes the active majority of
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the modern Soclalist organizations. Such a battle would rily be a
Wage Workers’ battle; for the Milddle Class, including Business Men and
Farmers, ere not robbed as Producers, but as Consumers. The Wage Class
never even gets its hands on its own product, but passes it in the very process
of production into the possession of the Capitalist employer. Marx knew
all this perfectly, and therefore he had no time to spend on any but the
Proletarian Class. All other classes may be disregarded in comparison with
this Class of Wage Workers, particularly in view of its recent amazing
growth {n number and keenness,

No political orgunization dares to take the Marxian position. Therefore
we are saying In another article this week that, until a Wage Workers'
Party appears, there 1s nothing for Proletarians to do but to joln such Prole-
tarian bodles as ajready exist, to fight with them for such temporary advan-
tages as are obtainable from the Capitalist Class at present, and more espe-
clally to force to the front of the battle-line that tremendous issue, The Abo-
lition of Unpald Labor, the Total Abolition of Unpald Labor.

Thus, too, will Karl Marx come into his own and no longer be betrayed
in the house of his friends.
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ond avenue or Pike street; get off
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block down hill; 10 minutes ride
from Pike street and Second ave.
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A Class Conscience

Class Consclousness is good, but a Class Conscience s better. Many men

o

For consider. You probably know at least one man who is horribly
“clasg consclous,” but who does not hestitate to scab when he takes a notion.
It is, indeed, rather common to find men who are forever talking about the
Working Class and will not even joln & Labor Unlon of any kind. When a
is on these men curse the “A. F. of Hell” and never lift a finger in
the strikers. If they happen to be members of a Union themselves
keep in the background when & sympathetic strike is proposed, as thelr
jobs might be lost.

§§'§§

So-called Class Consclousness may be exaggerated self-consclousness,
puffed-up egotism, swaggering selfishness. True Class Consclousness can
not be selfish, for CLASS Consciousness, by its very name implies that
Self is superseded by Ciass in your consclousness. To be consclous of your
(nluhmthntoknwyonrcuu. You have learned there is & sep-
arate class in modern soclety, the Wage Class or Proletariat, whose interests
are opposed to the Employing or Capitalist Class, and you proceed to parade
your superior kuowledge and call your fellow workmen fools. That is not
Class Consclousness; that is only Class Knowledge. It makes a pedant and
& Pharisee out of you—the cheapest and meanest sort of & man.

* " 0 . i

A truly Class Conscious man will have a Class Conscience. That is, he
who becomes conscious of his class interests will subordinate his individual
interests to those of his class. He is no longer a pure egotist. His enlarged
egotism identifies him with the whole class of which he has discovered at
last the true significance. The workingman who gains only knowledge of
his class but not consciousness of it, becomes simply a bigger I, an offensive,
strutting peacock of & man. Whereas, if he became class conscious in real-
ity, he would consider himself a smaller I, & mere fraction or limb of the
vast organism destined to control Soclety. the Proletariat.

. *  »

Instead of an isolated unit, a meaningless ego, struggling to fulfil his
own private destiny and often going crazy at it, he gains a place, a signifi-
cance, & relstion, a mission, in life and in the universe, which transforms
and elevates him. In a word, he gains a consclousness of a larger, social
self, which makes him at once both smaller and bigger. He will not over-
value his puny personal ideas and efforts, and he will not undervalue his
lmportneousmmharotuumlwﬂcc}usnownmuelutoukotho
Headship of Humanity,

. * 8

One of the saddest and most hopeless human specimens is the prole-
tarian megalomaniac. He' has simply gone dafty with his new knowledge.
Instead of a conscience. which would render him responsible to his class,
he develops an inhuman, {rresponsible spirit, sacrificing everybody and every-
thing to his overmastering vanity. The essence of insanity is hyper-egotism.
The class-conscious, ciass-conscienceless workingman is really insane, though
often too cowardly to injure anyone but himself.
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On the other hand, the wage-man who possesses and is possessed by a
Class Consience is the most normal, useful, noble member of soclety. He
is in line with Evolution and therefore truly moral. He is responsible. He
is loyal. He is incapable of being a scab. He is true to his class, even
at the cxpense of his reputation, his income, his family, his life.

This is no dream. Witness the supreme loyalty of the Japanese to his
country. Patriotism is a Race Consclence and imparts a moral quality to
the actions of men. The savages who die for their tribe possess a mnobility
universally recognized; they are controlled by a Tribe Consclence. The
Communes of Barbarism, described by Morgan. developed this Social Con-
sclence to a high degree. Every indilvidual held his services, his acquim-
tions, his life itself, subject to the call of the whole community, of which
he was as much a part as the leaf is of the tree; exactly as the Japanese
soldler, or citizen even, will commit suicide unhestitatingly for Japan, the
soclety of which he is an integral, vital, responsible member.

.« * 5 0

Chlrlu W. Ellot, ex-President of Harvard; J. W. Van Cleave, late
President of the Manufacturers’ Assoclation; C. W. Post, of Battle Creek.
Theodore Roosevelt, denouncing Haywood on trial as an “Undesirable Cith
zen,” and all other good Capitalists, are controlled by a Class Consclence.
Their morality is a Class Morality. They are loyal to the ciass to which
they belong. To them & scab is moral, a moral hero, as Eliot says, because

is loyal to the class which they regard as essential to the integrity of
soclety. We do not blame them. We admire them for their loyalty. But
we face them with another and equal loyalty, a Class Consclence more
yaluable and more potent then theirs, because it represents the Coming Age
while theirs represents the Departing Age.

The Proletarian Class Consclence makes a scab the most despicable,

. contemptible, traltorous thing on earth, for he is disloyal, untrue. t6 his own
class, He Is irresponsible, an individualist who violates the Banctity of
Social Obligation, the highest human quality,

Old obligations perish in the flame of this Proletarian Consclence. The
Andlvidual, to whatever class he may be born, or even belong,
who recognizes the fact that the normal growth of soclety demands the Relgn
of Proletarianism, can become really moral only as he accepts the situation
and conforms his practice to the inferests of the Proletarian Class.

The rule of the Capitalist Class Conscience is passing. It 1s confronted
with this new Wage Class Consclence. A New Nation grows up within the
old and with a new patriotism, an obligation to a new class. What used
to be moral becomes immoral. What things were legal, because enacted

' in the interests of the ruling class when it was also the progressive class,
including all property relations, even religious and domestic relations. are
under the light of this New Consclence, gradually transformed into illegall-
ties, monstrosities, violations of human “rights.”
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It is the first privilege and duly, consequently, of every wage worker
to develop within himself 8 Wage Class Conscience, to emancipate himself
from those old obligations which the Capitalist Class Consclence would
impose upon him and thus to hold himself loyal and responsible to the Wage
Class against the world. Ben Hanford used to repeat, “The Working Class,
right or wrong.” Wonymthnthu.thawﬂkiuchnhmt. it can-
not be wrotig, for its interests are the worid's interests,

mmmdmm&m&nmhmwu.m
sclence have you, a Capitalist Class Consclence or a Wage Class Conscience?
For you certainly have one or the other, umhwmudl. mum
hn'twdln.ntmwlomnddh. ’ .

w.m’ﬂlldllu lnmmmmumuwum
F. Titus entitied, “The Eclipse of Marx” #nd “A Class Conscience,”
nmmwm.&-lomm Every student of Marx

.hwld have this editorial, In MWM“&MI&

hunger of the public for news of this New Rebellion, the anti-Trust Re-
bellion. In its September Issue McClure's announces & serles of articles
on ‘“the neverceasing movement of the concentration of the power of
capital over the industry and resources of America”

LB S0t st WRR,

“Every question of the present day,’ it continues, “public and prlvua,
centers about this, In private life, no individual is free from the influence
of this movement upon his personal fortunes. Fifty years 'ago we were a
nation of independent farmers and small merchants, Today we are a
nation of corporation employees: directly or indirectly, the corporation
controls our ‘living. And, as the corporations grow greater and grealer,
fewer and fewer men control them, and our individual lives with them.

“In politics nearly every road leads back to this one point. The revolt
against the change in Europe is the rising tide of Soclalism; in the United
States, the growth of the so-called insurgent movement.”

. ¢ % 8 0

We have called this “Revolt agalnst the Change” the “Rebellion of the
Middle Class.” We fear it is true, as “McClure’s” says, tnat “the rising
tide of Soclallsm in Europe” is a part of that Rebellion ¢of the.Middle Class.
We fear the Social-Democracy of Germany, which Marx and Engels, with
marvellous foresight, insisted should be founded on the Proletariat and
should work for Proletarian emancipation, has imperceptibly degenerated
from the implacable foe of Capital it once was into. & mere opponent of
Great Capital; thereby becoming an ally of the Middle Class and conse-
quently reactionary instead of revolutionary,
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We say, we fear, we fear., For any success of the Middle Class “Revolt
against the Change,” the Revolt from the Coming Kingdom of King Morgan
back to or towards the conditions of “Fifty Years Ago” when “we were a
nation of Independent Merchants and Small Farmers,” any success of such
an attempt to recur to Jacksonian of Lincolnian industrial conditions and
the corresponding *“democracy,” might fossilize modern soclety on the basis
of Small Capital as hopelessly as Chinese soclety has been stagnating
for ages on & mongrel system of production between Feudalism and Capital-
ism.

Therefore every ome who wants to promote progress toward the Co-
operative Commonwealth, particularly every Proletarian, should put forth
his best efforis to defeat this Middle Class Rebellion, this Revolt against
the Change. For in large masses, human beings can decide their own
destiny. A soclety, composed, like the American nation, of a preponder-
ating proportion of Wage Workers, can refuse to submit to the leadership
of the Middle Class, farmers and merchants and smail manufacturers, in
its reactionary rebellion against the progressive tendencles of the Trusts.
The present terrific outery for sympathy with which the Middle Class is
assalling the Wage Clasg should be recelved with deaf ears. For to assist
the Middle Class in its contest with the Trust Class is to delay the
still mightler contest between the Wage Class and the whole Capltalistic
Class,

-

Do you mean the Wage Class has no interest in checking the Trusts?
That i{s precisely what we mean. All this talk about “The Interests” and
“Bpeclal Interests and “Privileged Class,” has no ing which
the Wage Class,

Why?

We will tell you vhy Listen,

‘Will the regulation or ownership of the Trusts rtlsa your wages? Wil
you not still be looking for jobs? Even if a portion of you, like the Post
Office clerks, should get your jobs made permanent under Government
Ownership of the Trusts, would you not still be slaves, working for a
bare living, llke those same Post Office employees, and forbidden to take
any part in politics or In any movement to better your condition, like the
Post Office men now, and lke the workers on the publlcly owned Rall-
roads In Europe?

And what about the vagt mass of your fellow Proleuruna who will
not be fortunate enough to get fobs on the Public service? Your class, the
Proletarian class, as a whole, cannot rise piecemeal. Those who rise at the
expense of the rest will not cease to be wage workers, exploited of all
except a bare living. A Capitalist government will take the enormous
profits which now accrue to the Capltallst Class, exactly as the German
Empire is sustained by its publicly owned entzrprilu. :

Hence we say, Let the Trusts proced. They are not injuring the
Working Class. The Wcu-kln; Class works for wages, 'x‘msu or no Trusts;
and Wages never amount to more than a living, a little more or a little
less, The only people the Trusts are injuring is the Middle Class, the smali
manufacturers, like Post and Van Cleave, the small merchants, the .small
farmers. It is not the misslon of the Wage Class to rescue this Middle
Class and thus delay the era when Wages shall be abolished.

The Trusts have not yet fulfilled their mission. They are organizing
industries on & superb scale, with superb efficiency. 'l'hey are confiscating
the property of the Middle Class at a magnificent rate, with far less trouble
than it conld be done by legislative enactment. The Capltalist Class would
never surrender their property to the victorious Worklng—Clm without
bloodshed or undue compensation. But the Trusts are capturing everything
in the most legal and peaceable manner possible. Why should not the
Proletarian rejoice at this destruction of part of his C‘ptulht enemy by
the other part? Let the good work of concentration go on. Every industry
and all industries will be organized pertectly and the Proletarians saved
that trouble when they come into power.

In the second place, all this vast organized macRinery of production
will be possessed by a small class, while all the rest of the people will
belong to the opposing class of Proletarians or Wage Workers. The latter

mmmmmommm , being interpreted,
means the Closed Shop, closed to Unionists. to save them-
um-m the Trades Unions are combined info Federated
Unlons, while the Union, like the Mine Workers, becomes the
type of all Unions. Wil % i

progress of Humanity demands that you perish; you have served your
and gereration; pass on.

This editorial, “Trust Against Trust,” combined with “The Mid-
die Class Rebellion,” ie published by us as a pamphlet under the
title, “The Significance of Roosevelt.” It is especidlly timely for Im-
mediate distribution. Ten cents per copy, $7.00 per hundred, pre-
paid. ;

The Middle Class Rebellion

Aside from the Trusts themselves, the most conspicuous phenomenon in
the United States today is the Rebellion of Bmall Business against Big Busi-
ness,

Pinchot versus Ballinger is at bottom Small Business' rebelling
against its exclusion by Big Business from all business, Gifford Pinchot him-
self sald last Christmas: ‘“For whose benefit shall the national resources be
conserved, for the benefit of the many or for the use and profit of the few?
The great conflict now being fought will decide.”

Ballinger and Taft have Big Busihess behind them. There Is no practical
doubt Ballinger was selected for his cabinet position by and for the enormous
Capitai invested in Metal Mines, in order to insure to the Guggenheims and
their tea the p fon of the Alaskan treasures of copper and coal.
Pinchot's contention is that these treasures should be retained by the Gov-
ernment s0 as to give equal opportunity for their use tu the “American Peo-
ple;” that is, to the small investor and prospector. He invelghs against “Ex-
cessive Profits from the Control of Natural Resources Monopolized by a Few."

There are many theorizers who, following Marx slavishly, claim the Mid-
dle Class 1s too timid to put up & fight for itself, that it i{s disintegrating and
has no future. But the American Middle Class has different traditions and
training from the “Petty Bourgeoisie” and small traders referred to by Marx.
The best representative of this American Middle Class {s Theodore Roosevelt,
the Strenuous. No one will deny that he is a good fighter, Other words of
Gifford Pinchot have the ring of battle in them, as follows: “We have al-
lowed the great corporations to occupy with their own men the strategic points
in business, in social and in political life.” “The only thing to do with them
is to fight them and to beat them.” That does not sound like timidity and in-
capacity.

The “Insurgents” among the Republicans, llke La Follette and Cummins
in the Senate and Norris and Polndexter in the House, with their Smal! Busi-
ness backing of Farmers apd Merchants in the ‘West, are only another mani-
festation of this Middle Class Rebellion.

The Bryan Democrats are another branch, lhoush less capable and more
politic.

The vast growth and success of the cheaper Magazines in the last five
years is directly due to the fact that they voice the popular discontent with
the umparalleled development of the monopolistic trusts, “Everybody's"
jumped to a half-million circulation on the strength of Tom Lawson's flerce
atacks on “Standard Oil.” The swarm of “Muck-Rakers,” llke Charles Ed-
ward Russell, Judge Lindsey and Stannard Baker, are paid for and inspired by
the militant hosts of these Middle Class Rebels,
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What will be the result? Is it possible for the Rebellion to become a
Revolution? WIIl this American Middle Class, consisting of millions of men
who have hitherto been successful in business; men selected and hardened
for conflict by tnelr two cgnturies of experience as Pioneers;. will they win
this battle against the comparatively small Army of Monopoly, Special Privi-
lege, Incorporated Wealth?

Those who glibly say they have no chance, because the Laws of Combina-
tion will defeat them inevitably, may have miscalculated soclal forces, For
the next step In the evolution of American socliety may be Government Owner-
ship In the interest of the Middle Class. “Conservation” means, as Pinchot
says, that “our natural resources must be conserved for the benefit of the
many.” The Government, by this plan, shall retain {ts ownership of the coal
flelds of Alaska and of the power sites on streams, 8o as to forestall private
ownership and monopoly and to insure “Equal Opportunity.”

. * s

Suppose Roosevelt, on his return, with his immense popularity and genius
for forceful leadership,.shall openly defy “Cannonism” and “Aldrichism"” and
Taftism, there 18 no doubt he can be re-elected as the Napoleon of the Middle
Class Rebelllon. He will have behind him a Congress overwhelmingly Middle
Class and Anti-Monopoly. What is to prevent comprehensive legislation In
the direction of Middle Class Soclalism? Gifford Pinchot is now on his way
across the Atlantic to be the first to consult with the returning Roosevelt on
the Conservation Issue.

Bear in mind again what Pinchot said in that remarkable interview of
his last December: “The Conservation issue Is a great moral issue, When a
few men get possession of one of the necessaries of life, either through own-
ership of a natural resource or through unfair business methods, and use that
control to extort undue profits, as in the recent cases of the Sugar Trust and
Beef Packers, they injure the average man without good reason, and they are
gulity of a moral wrong."”

Such a call, addressed to the expropriated masses of the Middle Class,
appealing to their interests and consclience alike, is certain to be recelved with
militant fervor, What right, it will be demanded, have the Morgans, the
Rockefellers, the Guggenhelms, the Armours, to segregate the vast wealth
produced by this Industrial Age and to use it to debauch ils
state legislatures and courts, and even national officials, creating a Reign of
Graft unexampled in all history?

To this national gquestion, put in"the name of “The Common People,” and
of “The Right of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” may arise an
instantaneous and overwhelming Middle Class vote in favor of the Restraint
of Monopoly by means of Government Ownership of the Monopolistic Trusts,
including the Rallroads, the Alaskan and other Coal Mines, the Oll Trust, the
Meat Trust, the Sugar Trust, the Copper Syndicate, and all other “Bad"”
Trusts,

This will be “Bourgeols Soclalism,” the kind that has for its battle cry,
“Let the Natlon Own the Trusts,” the kind of Socialism that Bryan was
charged with in the last Campaign, the kind of Soclalism that i{s growing

popular, the kind of Soclalism that Victor Berger and Samuel Gompers rep-
resent, and that the Soclalist Parties of both Europe and America are coming
to represent.
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Undoubtedly, such a Soclalism is reactionary both in itself and as com-
pared with the uninterrupted development of Monopoly.

It aims to preserve the present system of Capital and Wage Labor.
"There i8 no suggestion in the program of Roosevelt or Bryan or Hearst or of
any other of these “Radical” spokesmen of “The Common People,” that the
appropriation of profit from the employment cf wage workers shall cease,
that the competitive wage system shall be abolished or that there shall no
longer be a Proletariat.

Rather, their ideal is a Middle Class, capitalistic, free-for-all Paradise,
like the present, only the tyranny of Monopoly and of the Industrial Giants
shall be prevented by Public Ownership of those which have already attained
uncontrollable dimensions.

We call this reactionary, because it practically preserves the Status Quo
of Wage Exploitation and puts off to some distant futute the Emancipation of
the Wage Class from its compulsory service to the Capitallst Class. A large
competitive Middle Class, btased on Capitallst Profit as at present, might
maintain itself indefinitely in power, because fortified by the enormous income
to be derived from the National Industries taken over from the Trusts, thus
relleving the Government from all sity of Jepend on Taxation and
legisiative Budgets; a condition which now exists in a modified form In Rus-
sia, Prussia, Japan and in all countries where Public Ownership already finds
8 partial exemplification. Czar Nicholas and Kalser William are both enabled
to sustain their oligarchies, In spite of popular dissatisfaction, because of the
money obtained by their governments from the administration of the sute
owned Rallways, Telegraphs and other “Natural Monopolies."

Oummmum'rmum.nwedmmmwmmmmm"
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|combination which will be able to crush and absorb

all the other Rallroads
arguing for the Government
ol Co., it

in five

States? Attorney F. B. Kellogg, arguing
re the U. 8. Supreme Court, stated recently: “The Bt
tohuc-nﬂlqdnﬂ;vd‘lllmmwm'd.g.‘
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 Class elements in soclety can be effected strong enough to
purchasing and disintegrating influences of ;
mmuwmmmmumm .
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York and Ban Francise’, bint in this
dirdetion. ‘
It such an economic supremacy of
Great Capltal has already been
achieved, and -hence, it the Middle

: |Class Rebellion shall prove abortive,

then Aldrich and Cannon and Taft and
Ballinger, and all the rest of .the tools
of Great Capital in the State, are
indeed the servants of Progress, un-
consclously hastening the industrial
organization of American soclety un-
der, the lead of the Captain of In-
dustry,

To be sure, such a progress is wen
at the expense of personal liberty and
the extenslon of wage slavery, and
the utter extinction of the entire class
of splendid fighters who have bullt
America out of the wilderness,

Yet it Is better that one Middle Class
generation should perish than that
ten generations of Proletarians should
live and die in slavery, '

When the Trusts have developed in-
to The Trust, when all productive in-
dustry in the United States has been
uified under one management, and
the Government is nothing but the
repressive power of this centralized,
syndicated Oligarchy of Wealth, then
the “Common People” and the ex-
ploited Proletariat will be {ideatical
and have identical interests, and con-
sequently will form a vast and irrest-
ible Revolutionary Class.

The sooner this centralization of
economic and political power is ae-
complished, the better the prospect for
such an exploited class being com-
petent for united and revolutionary
action; for the present American Mid-
dle Class or their children will make
poor ulgves and rebellious subjects,

Consequently, we regard it as de-
sirable and progressive that the Pres-
ent Mlddle Class Rebellion should not
succeed, that Bourgeols Soclalism
should be exposed for what It s, an
attempt to help the Claes of Little
Business to perpetuate itseif and to
postpone indefinitely the day of Wage
Labor's Emancipation.

The key to the immediate situation
Hes with the American Working Class.

The Middle Class Rebellion depends
for its success on the co-operation of
the Wage Class.

The victory of Big Business and the
abolition of Little Business also de-
pends upon the action of the Prole-
tarians,

It is announced that Gompers is
contemplating the formation of a pol-
itical party to be composed of the
Uunions affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor, In combination
with certain Farmers’ organizations,
alleged to number some three millon
voters. If this be true and such a
party is formed, it will be in direct
line with the Middle Class Rebellion
outlined in this article. For these
Farmers' Unlons are not organizations
of the Farm Laborers, but of the Small
Farm Owners, Their program goes
no further than Public Ownership of
Public Utilities, combined with the
Utopian demand for the Initiative and
Referendum, as if this method of vot-
ing were not more susceptible to con-
trol by Big Capital than the present
representative system.

The reactionary character of & Gom-
pers political party, composed of Pro-
letarian Labor and Agrarian Small
Capltal, Is sufficlently obvious. It
would easily form a basis for the Mid-
dle Class Rebels to build their politi-
cal rebellion on. If the American
Working Class is so little enlightened
as to its own interests and so lacking
Initiative as to follow such alien pro-
posals, then indeed the Middle Clags
may succeed in saving itself and in
prolonging Wage Slavery. It were
far better to have the combination
existing in San Francisco made nation-
al in scope, namely, that Labor should
uoite with Big Capital and the Slum
to win political power; in which case,
the Middle Class will go to the wall,
the Trusts will complete their efficient
organization of society and the Wage
Class will be consolidated Into &
mighty, revolutionary and frrestible
soclal force.

And there you are.
Proletariat.

If it follows the reactionary lead
of Gompers and unites its forces with
the Middle Class Rebels, it may de-
lay for many years the abolition of
Class Rule in society and its 1 ele-
vation to equal participation in the
benefits of human invention.

But if it works with Blg Capital to
destroy the Middle Class, root and
branch, with the greatest possible
celerity; or If, better still, the Pro-
letarjat shall act together as one man,
both Industrially and politically, for its
own class interests exclusively, then
it will display an historic initiative
and militant hegemony, which will
make the most rapld evolution ount of !
soclety burdened with Class Antag-
onism into that association, sure to
come some time, “in which the free
development of each is the condition
for the free development of all.”

It is ap to the

This editorial, “The Middie Class
Rebellion,” combined with “Trust
Against Trust” is published by us as
a pamphiet under the title, “The Sig-
nificance of Roosevelt™ It Is espach
ally timely for immediate distribution.
Ten cents per copy, §7.00 per hundred,
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