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OUR INDUSTRIAL FEUDALISM

Pictures of Actual Life Among tho Textile Mill Work-
ers of New England.

Vlrlmn for The Vlorkor by Gustavus chrs.

FIRST ARTICLE.

CHICOPEE FALLS, Mass., Nov, 20.
* e=Liternlly within a few rods of the
old homestead where Edward Bellamy
wrote “Equallty” a state of modern
industrinl feudalism subsists.  Lack-
fng all the advantages of medieval
feudalism, It has most of its disadvan-
tages. The lords of old who exploited
thelr vassuls were at ' least bound by
a erude code of honor, by self-interest
" and by custom, to protect them, and
they could not afford to be entirely
eallous to the well-being of the lowly
swarms about thelr castles, lt-was a
feudalisin representative of the instl-
tutions of the times, nelther isolated
to one community nor incubated by
artificial means. Slow in growth, it
Insted for ages, for It served its dis-
tiuct purpose, and when that purpose
passed it passed too.

Here, in many of the mill towns of
New England, the ‘anclent feudalism
of Europe has been transplanted, and
while the good features, suituble to
by-gone centuries, have, heen  elimin
ated, the worst, serving tbe profit-
secking ends of modern industry.
have been Ingenionsly preserved and
fmproved upon. | In  Jooking over
conditions lLiere one recognizes without
difficulty the renascent development of
the old-world feudaligm, but it is a
development strictly in obedience to
the mandates of the powerful indus-

~jal magnates, a development whose
structure is founded neither upon the
#pirit of the age nox the necesnities of
reciprocal service and protection, but
purely. upon the relentless alm to
wring profit from buman flesh. It is,
however, a contradiction to say that
this newer branch of feudalism is al-
together unrepresentative of the spirit
of the age. The exploletation of hu-
man beings for base ends of profit is
#0 dominantly the spirit of the age
that the ereators and sponsors of this
feudallsm can find for It a similar ap-
propriate modern Justitication, Yet
elaborate justifieations need not be
‘songht for. The revision to a system
Jong since thought to have been for-
ever abolished needs no explapatory
argument. It I8 business; and all
tuahgs “feed the sacred damé” of busl-
vess,

Day and Night Profits.

it may seem an extriordinary an-
emaly that a system is In foree where-
by absentee industrial magnates are
enabled to grind profit out of Lunan
flésh twenty-four hours to the day.
But resolved out, it censes to be an
anomaly. Once the sole motive is
profit it is but a natural sequence that
the magnate, wherever he can, will
push the plan to its limitations. Ten
hours, in lln.- wills will’ yleld a good
profit, but the eployes—man, woman
angd cbikl—is capablg of muur possi-
bilitles.  And so the mrpumnun has
builded  its honges whervin haman
belngs are herded in shambles aud the
. red laborer, scarce steps from  his
work in the wills beforf, as a rule, he
s in his corporation-owned tenement,
for, the rent of which a great part of
his wretched wages goes.  Working or
slegping, his mortal frame is constant-
1y o source of profit to the mill-owners,
The cotton mills at Chicopes Falls
are owned by the Chicopee Manufae-
turing Company. Th¥ stock of this
company is-said to be Tield by a few
7 Roston fanvles, and 1 shall presently
describe what is spid to be a deliberate
plan by which the large " umckﬁoldm
‘have traded upon the hunger and the
poverty of thousauds of human belnzs
in order to deprgqlnlg the value of the
stock, drive out the small stockhold-
ers, and concentrate the stock In their
own hands, In (hese mils cheap cot-
ton goods are made-flannels and
Dlankets. The trade 18" fargely one of
export to China, 'rhe L'0l Miny em-
‘ploys about 1,500 men, w, wen and
children.  Occasionally mme of the
stockholders make a Imuu VISt here
and return to Boston complnn-nlly
satisfied. The real m,u.nugmom ot the
mills Is entrusted fo n superintendent
anid to an agent.” Until recently these
< two functioparies lved in rather pre-
tentious bouses, owned Ly the com-
pany, on a slight hill “overlooking the
rows of corporation tenements, but—
g0 It is sald—the environment was not
quite fastidious enough and go they
woved.

Lords of Land and Vl;tor.

The Chicopee Manufacturing Com-
pany is essentially o feudallstic indus-
trinl concern. It has prior rights,
‘granted long ago by the state, to the
use of the water of the Chicopee | River,
slost of the water s diverted by means
of u dam and & canal to' its use and to
the use of the Dwight Manufacturing
Company (which is largely owned by
the suie interests) at ‘Chicopee. The
ills on the other side of the river
_ hAtve to be.satistied, with, the scanty
surplus of water that happcns to escape
the maw of the camel
The Chicopee Manufacturing ‘Com-
pany ownl the greater portion ot the
town of Chicopee Falls, It owns, at
leat 155 tepements. These are noth-
1ug more or less than mouldy, disrepu-
table-Jooking two and three story plain
brick houses, without
adornment. bullt Halt &ﬁb'u 80
..go. 'nm Lnd doubtless costetie com-

sum.,
MM“’.# when

en_Industrial
‘concerns often ved giffs of land

h return for thelr establishment.
accomodate

and it is a mrnytam-bomthat
does not hold at least fifty persons,
They are euphemistically called “tene-
ments"—each floor being a tenement—
aml there they streteh from the very
gutes of the mills, block after block
of them, ugly, worn, congested, full of
poverty und disease,

The Tenemant System.

It Is an inexorable rule of the com-
pany thut no one who does not work
in the mills can rent its tenements;
an employee who quits work must in-
stantly leave his tenement., The un-
derlying reason for this rule is said to
be to prevent strikes, Another stand-
lug rule of the company is that every
famlly must have at least three memn-
bers employed in the mills. er-
wise they cannot get employment, The
reason for this rule is said to be the
insistence of the compuny upon the
certainty of getting ity rents. All rents
are deducted from the wages hefore

SOCIALIST ‘VOTE.

Official Returns from Sev-
eral More States.

FullResult Camnot Be Accurately Known
for Some Weeks Yot—States Report-
ing Quadrupled Vcte in Four Years.
The following table shows the vote

for the Socialist 'arty in thore states

from which we have official reports foe
the election of 1004, with comparison

for 1900 and 1002:

the wages ever reach the pl
hands. The system In force Is to rent
a house comprising a number of tene-
ments to a certain tenant, called the
“boss™ of the house. He is held re-
sponsible for the general well-being of
the ‘house, but the rents, as has been
said, are deducted by the company it-
self from the ewployee's wages.

“ The Good 0ld Times.”

When the company's houses were
first bullt, the American labor in the
mills was well pald compared to pres-
ent wages. The skilled aduit made
$1.50 a day and a house could be rent-
el for §6 a month. About thirteen
years ago a company here started to
make bicycles, and as those were
flourishing times for that article, lnbor
was needed badly, and high wages
were held out. Most of the American
and Irish laborers in the cotton mills
transferred their lubor to the bicycle
mills. The Chicopee Manufacturing
Company thereupon took ady nnlngu of
this movement to hmport chenp labor,
French Canadians were brought down
and the company's agents scoured Po-
land. One hundred Polish fmmilies
were couxed over and their expenses
padd, with the contract that the sums
advanced were 1o be dedueted gradual-
Iy from their wages. The French
Canadians were somewhat intelligent

yee's

The “Polanders” were ignorant and
slow. The company lnstituted a sys-
tem, which it has adhered to, of mak-
ing them work for three or four weeks
before giving them wages, - Each Po-
L”" family had its retatives or friends
whom it desired to bring over; und

pay one of the factory bosses §10 or
$15 for guuranteeing a relative work
when be arrived bere. It is to the
eredit of the company, that when it
discovered this scheme of taking ad-
vantage of the Poles, it took away
from the pefty bosdes the power they
had held. centered it In the hands of
the superintendent and stopped this
petty extortion,

The influx of Frengh Canndians and
Poles has increased to such an extent
that they have about totally supplant-
ed all other nationilities in the cotton
mills, Out of a total population of
24,000 there are now about 3,000 Poles
olnnders” they are called ) and
4,000 French Canadians in Chicopee
Falls. The balance of thé population
_is made up of Irish and Americans, the
laboring part of which, as a rule, work
in other kinds of and better paying
mills.

Both the Poles and the French Can-
adlans were compelled to accept the
same rate of wages. Both have & low
standard of living, but the French
Canadians are somewhat superior to
the Poles, If fine degrees can be drawn,”
With this inrush of cheap labor wages
have gone down steadily. ~ The same
grade of work that wsed to pay §) a
week now pays $5 a week for a full
week's work of ffty-elght hours—that
belng the ‘maximum number of ‘hours
& week according to state law.

Law Constantly Violated.

Child labor Is exploited bhere; as' is
every other possible resource of ex-
ploltation. Under the state laws, chil-
dren under 14 years of age are pro-
hibited from working in factories; but
it I% clear, from the testimony of well-
informed observers, that this law 1s
constantly violated -and that of the
fhundreds of children employed- in the
cotton mills here apd in Chicopee, a
considerable proportion are clearly un.
der nge. The children get, on an aver:
age, 30 cents a day.

While wages have gone down In ten
years, the cost of living, as accurately
as could be ascertalned, has increased
about forty per cent. First of all,
rents are higher. Where ten years ago
a tenement of three or four rooms
could be rented for say §6 a month,

and soon learned how to do the work.

often a Pole would be compeled to,

the average rental fiow is from $6.50 |
to $7 a month, Every vacancy is made | -

States. 1000, 1902, 1901,
Alabama ....... ‘928 23812 D83
Arkansas ... . 1,814
Californla . 0002 20,535
2,67 4048

. 146

Florida . * 2837
Hlinois . ... 08T 20,107 (0,225
Indiang ... 2004 T 12018
1OWH Liiviiieees T2 T GB00 - 14,847
Kansas ......... 1,6u3 4,078 15490}
Louistuna ...... os ne 005
Maine .....I... 878 19044 2100
Maryland ...... 908 .20
Massnchusetts .. 9,716 83,620 12078
Misslesippl o oovien o0 o 392
Missouri ... L G288 BA3S a3.000
Nebraska .... 823 3I57T 7,080
New Hampshire. 700 1,057 1,000
Now Jersey .... 4,600 5401 0082
North Carolina .. % . 124
Ohio ..vvvvnnns 4847 14270 306123
Oklahoma ....... SI15 1063 4448
Oregun ......... 1400 30632 ° 7015
Pennsylvania ... 4,831 21,010 21,868
Rhode Island .. ‘e oo =
Tennessee ...... 410 ¢ 1L
TexXas ..ccoeees 1846 3513 - 2567
Ttah i soaeesnees AT 2027 - 5,701
Vermont ........ 71 . 8’50
West Virgina 256 * 1574
Wisconsin ....... 7,000 15057 28220

*The star Indicates that in this state
there was no state election in 1902 or
that the Socialist Party did not have
a state ticket nor candidates in all the
congressional districts, so that no full
count of our vote was made.

The states and territories reported
above gave our party 73,431 vetes in
1000 and give us 311,782 this year,

Asxide from Mississippl, Loulsianna,
Arkansas and North Carolina, wherein
there were few or no Soclalist votes in
1000, the highest percentages of gains,
in four years were made by Kansas,
805; Nebraskn, 70G; Illinols, 730; Utah, |
701; Ohlo, 678; West Virginia, 4%0;.
Oklaboma, 445; Tows, 441; Indiana,
406, and Pennsylvania, 352,

Maine.

. AUGUSTA, Me,, Dec. 3.—According
to the vnl canvasy, Débs and Han-
ford, candidates of the Socialist Party,
receive 2,106 votes in this state. In
1900 we had 878 and In 1602 the record
was 1974, We galn 140 per cent, in
four years; for the last two years. our
galn ig small, only about 7 per cent.

The & L. P. was not in the ficld.
The Prohibitionists have 1510, n loss
of 1055 In four years. The Populists
have 338 they had 2487 In 186G, the
last time they were on the ballot here.

Connecticut.

HARTFORD, Conn, Nov. 30.-The
official canvass shows that the mation-
al ticket of the Socialist Party recely-
ed 4,543 votes 1n the state. JIn 1900 we
had 2857, Thus we galn 161 per cent.
In'four years and 50 per cent. in two
years,

The 8. L. P. has 575 vofes, as against
008 in 1900 and GGO In 1002,

The I'rohibitlonists bhave 1506 as
agoinst 1,617 four years ago. The Pop-
ulists have 405; they were not in the
field. in 1900—and pretty certainly will
not be again.

North Carelina.

RALEIGH, N. C,, Dec. 3.—Debs and
Hanford have 124 votes In this state,
according to the officlal canvass.  Of
course we actually<have many more,
but so many are counted. We never
had any before.

The Prohibitionists have 361, as
against 1,000 In 1900, The FPopulists
have 810, as against S30 in 1000. The
B. L. P. does not exist here,

~ © Missourl.

BT. LOUIR, Dec. 6—The Boclullal
Partylins 13,003 votes In this state, by
the official canvass. In 1000 we had
6,128 and in 1902 we fell back to 5335,
Our galn in four years Is 112 per ‘cent.
*'The 8. L. P. has 4,708, as against
1,294 in 1900 and 969 in 1902,

ADD PN

Texas.

AUSTIN, Tex, Dec. 5.—The state
canvass Is complete and shows 2,767
votes for Debs and Hanford. In 1000
vc had 1840, In 1002 we had 3,513,
There Is every reason to belleve that
we have lost heavily by fraud, but we
cannot “go back of the returns.” Con-
sidering the Immense territory and the
comparatively small number of party
members, It Is obviously impossible for
us to have watchers at more than a
small proportion of the polling places.
This year, owing to the apprehension
of a big Socialist vote, the Democratic
ringstors were ready for any ruenllty
But our time will come.

The 8. L. P. is credited with 401

“Party has about 10,000 votes in this
state. This is five thnes what we h.\d {

Wapellos *with  531;
with 343,
, Wazhington.
TACOMA, Wash., Nov. 28.«The offi- |
clal count shows that the Socialist

In 1000,
Oregon.

the official canvass.
148 and in 1000 we had 3522, Owr
gain M four years s 410 per cent. and
In two years 113 per cent. We now
have over S per cent. of the total vote.

The 8. L. P is not in the ficld. The
Prohibitionists have 3890, ns agninst
2586 four yeurs ago. The Populists
have T84, ns agalust 203 four years
ago. i

NEW YORK'S VOTE.

Two More Counties Roported — State
Canvass Mot Yet Done—Our Judicial
Candidaies Run Ahead.

The canvass it Albany Is not com-
pletedd, ax we had hoped it would be,

issue of The Worker, From the couniy
clerks we get otficlal fizures for two
more countles,

Ningara gives us 101, as against 2
in 1000, 61 th 1002, and 251 o 1903,
The K L. T has 45, as against 67, 40
and 68 In the other three elections,

Onondaga gives ua 700, u% azainst 336
In 1000, 867 In 12 and 470 In 108,
The & I. T. has 2, as agninst 1,000,
456, dnd 223 In the ‘other three elec-
tions,

This gives a total for Debs and Han-
ford, in the forty-four countles réport-
Ing. of 31,637. In these counties we
had 10355 four years ago, 19370 two
yeurs ago, and 25,008 last year.

The 8. L. P. has 7,070 in these forty:
four countied! It had 0,363 four years
ngo, 134T0 two years ago, and 8,783
last year.

As “already reported our natloual
ticket has 16472 votes In New York
(& nunt; Pendergast, for Gov. rner, hs
10440, The lowest fifbe Is 16,421, for
Malkiel, candidate for-Attorney-Gener.
al. Matchett anid Npgent, for Judges'
of the Court of Appeals, ranahead of
thié ticket by over 4 thousand votes,
getting 17,047 nnd 17508 respectively.
Thix I8 profuibly accounted for by the
fusion of thé two old parties In support -
of Cullen and Werner, both on record
for their hostility to Labor, Otherwise §
our vote Is very solld.

OUR VOTE IN COLORADO.

Spite of Deportation, Blacklisting,
Fraud, and Mere ll'.l-'.llo‘]ll-,
s.-uuu: Hold Over Half of the Vote
of 1902 Wnd Six Times That of 1900.
DENVER, Colo., Dec. 3—Complete

fizures, not otficial, but undoubtedly

very nearly accurnte, show that the
national candidates of the Soclulist

Party received 3,918 votes.  Floaten,

our candidate for Governor, has 2,408,

In 1000 we had 081 votes and two

years ago 74381,

The 8. L. P. has 303 votes for its
pational And 230 for its state ticket
8, mhut 714 in 1000 uud 1,049 'In
1002,

T™he l‘nmmnt vote falls |n two years
from 6,403 to 780 and the Prohibition-
ist from 3,910 to 3,200,

The counties givirg us the best vote
are: DenVer; 790; Delta, 360; El Paso,
240; Montrigge, 220; Mesa, 200. In the
strike éounfles of Las Animas, San
Miguel, and Teller we are credited
with but 7. 50, and 62 votes respective-
Iy Of cour¥é, a large proportion of our
men had been deported or else black-
listed and compelléd to seck work else-
where; but after allowing for that, 4t
is certain that wlholésale fraud was’
practiséd in Ahose places, éven more
than elséwhere, to prevent the Soclal-
ist Party Trom: showing its strength,

While ‘the shoWwing for the state is
not whit we would have desired, it is
better than some of us expected. We
had a hard fight, . with everything
against us. The gains in other states
will insplre us to renefved activity,
and Colarado will mal-e u better record
next time.

IN MISSISSIPPL

-ty e

the last .llue»ot The Worker you give |
“we 'ung’ inold Mississippi 101 votey
and say: “It is not probable that the
total vote will be over 230."

I am to report to you that yun
can safely put us do\rn now as 5OO
strong, as the Secretary of State re-
ports 450 Soclalist votes with three

counties still_to hear from. Taking
fnto consideration that practically
there was no campaign in this state
beyond the distribution of Iterature,
I think we have done exceedingly well. |

Ing of over 350 votes in our favor.
But I loko for great cnanges during

saying, “We are with you,
The great work now be- |
to.make all these pcople

ONE OF OUR LITTLE VICTORIES.

ARKANSAS CITY,
mwuﬂmmm
Party, as

in thue for us to give the results in this ¥

| fent do anything to conciliate them?

BILOXI, Miss., Nov. 28T notice In | |

1 did not at any time predict the count. Mu‘u conference at .m White

‘OUR STRONGHOLDS

i nn—;dovlq

THE OPEN SHOP.

'Court Says Unlon Shop

Contracts Are Unlawful.

PORTLAND, Ore., Dee. 1—-We have 'ﬁ""’ﬂ' of “Sacrednass of Contract”

715 votes In this state, aecording to |!
In 1000 we had y

Thrown to the Winds When Boss
Wishes to Repudiate Agreement
L with workllgnon—'l’luo (pﬁﬂhn

. “Judges and Oae Damocrat Agree.

The Appelinte Divislon of the Su-
preme Court of New York, Second De-
partment, has decided that contracts
by which.employers agree to employ
ouly union workiugmen are unconstl-
tutional and void, and that an em-
ployer whe has slgned such a contract
has a right to bieak It and a forfeit os
penalty to which he has agiced cannot

i be collected Dy the union.

The care In which this decialon was
rendered was that of the Protective
Cpat Tallors’ and Pressers’ Unlon, Lo-
cal 55, of the United Garment Work-
ers, agalnst Morrls Colin & Sons, cloth-
Jug manufucturers,

L The _agreement In question was be:
tween the unlon, the firm, and ks em-
doyeed, and prohibited the lirm from
remploying labor not belonging to the
Jocal, and not even to employ a memn-

local,

A money penalty was provided for
in this contract, and to secure the pay-
ment of the penalty Morrix'Cohn &
Sdns deposited with the President of
the locnl a promissory note. - They vio-

tber of the union unless he had a eard
'sigmed by the business agent of the |

A SCHOOL OF
SOCIALISM.

Local New York Will Es-
tablish One.

Intended Primarily for Eductalon of
'h..o'ullnu. \Though Others win
Be Admitted—Between Jan. | and
May 30 Courses Will Be Given in
Economics, History, Philosophy, snd
Appl of Saclall

Realizing the need of more thorough
and systematie Socialist education for
our comrades, and especially for those
who will go out on the street or into
the wmeeting halls next cumpaign as
propagandists, Local New York has
decided to establish a Bchool of Soclal-
| Ism to fill this want.

Last year several comrades, mmong
them George D, Herron, Morris Hill-
quit, Henry L. Slobodin, Courtenay
Lemon amd Algernon Lee, formed
themselves into a veluntary com-
wittee for the purpose of estab-
Jishing such a school, to be cou-
dueted under the direction of the Lo-
cal. Much work of a preparatory char-
acter was done, but for various rea-
sons netion was Indetinitely postponed.
It has now been decided to take the
matter up for lmmediate action. What
js to be dune this seyson will on a

vised last year, but it is hoped that in
anotlier year the work can lie expand-
ed and made more thorough and satis-
fuctory.

A sub-committee of the City Execu-

ljted the agreement, and the action be-
fore the court was Lrought to collect |
the amonnt dune on the note. Judg-
ment was obtalned In the conrt Delow,
put the Appellate Division sets this |
Aaside.

Justice Hirschberg (Rep) gives the
decision, which is assentedto by Jus-
tices Woodward (Itep.), Jenks (Demy),
hod  Hdoker (Rép). Justice Bartlett |

tract Is Juwful aml bhinding,
! The deciston is balled as a great vie-
tory by Parry nml ‘I" ope n-otlmp mho
eates, and with some’ reason. It is cor-
Liinly a defeat for those nnlmm that
bave counted upon legal contracts, in.
stend of counting on thelr own ccono-
mic and political power, to maintain

unlon conditions of labor,

Really the greatest lmportance of
he decision is thad it Is ove wmore of
B long series of ahject Iéssons showing
that, fn the great majority of coses, the
Judzes. nominated by heth caplitalist
partics are distinetly capitallst judges
will hold contructs valid or luvalid
according ax they ave good or had for
the Interest of the bossew SYhaivavark:
Fhiuanen vote to put thelr own men on
the Leneh it will be different, and not
Defore.

TEEL WORKERS
TURNED DOWN.

President Was ** De-lighted’ to Meet
Unlon Officers, but Wouldn't Raise »
Finger to Help Settie Their Strike.

< WASHINGTON, Dee. 2-<President

affer and David Evans of the Aimal-
gamated Association of Iron, Steel and
Tin Plate Workers called on President
Roosevelt to<day to ask him to use his
induence to Induce the Steel Trust to
submit to arbitration the questions
At issue In the strike at Youngstown
atd Girard, O., which has been on for
several months,

President Roosevelt expressed bim-
aelf as “de-lighted” to see the labor
Teaders, gave them all sorts of compli-
ments and good wishes, and—told
them he wouldn't do anything to help
themi. He “deeply regretted” that he
“could not mroperly do anything to
bring abomt a settlement of the ¢ORh-
tention, being without authority or

tification for interfering.”

Thus Shaffer's mission ends as dole-
fully as the legendary French King's
march up the hill. It was to be expect-
,‘. The Republican party has Shaf-
fer's allegiance and ‘infl e al-
geady and it has most of the steel
workers' votes. Why should the Presi-

They can't loosen his hold on the big
#tick for four more years, at least—and
that s a long time, with such “ab-
nt-minded Dbeggars”  The Steel
, on the other hand, Is a power
that mmt be respected—one of the
powers behind the throne, in fact—and
the President is not foolish enough, in
Attorney-General Knox's phrase, need-
lessly to “run amuck™ against it,
Shaffer personally will probably get
| H1s. reward for political ren-
dered. The rank and file of the steel
workers may go hang—until they learn
o vote for what they want instead of
egging for it That is the philosophy
of capitalist politics, as Ilustrated in

IN PENNSYLVANIA.

PHILADELPHIA, — The Soclalist
Party has votes this year in every
_county of the state. Our best counties
are Allegheny, which gave us 3.488;

Iudelnhll. which gives 8,254; Berks,

; Lawrence, 1,000; Luzérne, 983;
uylkm. 805; Mercer, 780; Erle, 720;
Carbon, 601; Lycoming, 647; West-
moreland,

i

mn«etawl-ﬂﬂﬂfhm
I
Constable and a Road Master,

(Dem,) dissents, lolding that the con- |

| tive, with the assistanee of some of

the comrades” alrendy named, las
| drafted the pluns for this year's work,
which have been fully Idered, re-

much less elaborate plan than that de- |

“THE NATION” IS PROSPEROUS.

"n:e nation Is passing lhrough e
period of noteworthy prosperity,” says
President Roosevelt in his message to
Congress. .

Two weeks ago the Bowery Mission
in this elty undertook to serve “break-
fast’" (bread and coffee) free to 1,000
homeless men evesy day till the first
of April, This statement war made by
those in charge: “The mission expects
a heavy rush for the food offered to-
morrow night, and fears that many
will have to go away bungry. There
is food for one thousand, however, and
as'long as that lasts the doors will be
kept open to all,” Truly, an example
of noteworthy prosperity.

Last Monday it was abnounced that
the Salvation Army would give free
dinners on Christmas Day to 250,000
poor (25000 of them in this city), and
1t was expected that 400,000 would ap-
ply. The hundred and fifty thousand
who go away hungry can bear witness
to the noteworthy prosperity of the
natioa.

The New York “Thues” Wednesday
morning said:

“Never In the history of the city's
charitable Institutions have there been
so many unemployed inen to care for
as ut present. and some surprising
figures compiled by the authorities at
Bellevue Hospital and at the Municl-
pal Lodging House indicate an appall-
ing situation for the winter.

“*The city certainly faces a serfous
problem in the care of the unem-
ployed this winter,' sald Willlam C.
York, Superintendent of the Municipal
Lodgi House at 308 First Avenue

vised and approved.

l T'he Board of Instructors will consist
| of Comrades Hillquit, Lee, Slobodin,
! and Spargo. The school term will ex-
| tend from the first week In January
{ to the last week in May. There will
e one class n week, probably on Tues-
duy evenings—twenty-one lessons in
all.

T Five courses will be given, as fol-
lows:

1. History of Sociallst Thought, I-y
Morris Hidlquit, four Jectures,

2. Philosophy of  Bocialism,
Heury 1. Slolodin, four lectures.

3. Economles of Soclulism, by Al
gernon Lee, five lectures.

4. Applicstion of Soclalixm to Social
Problems, by John Spargo, six lec-
tures, -

5. The Future State, by Morris Hil-
quit, two lectures,

It 'is to be understood that this is
not to be regarded a8 a mere course of
propaganda lecturés, but as a school
in the strict seuse of ‘the word. The
instruetors will take great in
| preparing their courses, and It Is ex-
| pected that those who avail themselves
of the opportunity offered will reatize
the responsihjlity of pupils, will be as
prompt and regular in their attendancs
a¥ they would he at the Clty College,
for Instance, and will make an earnest
effort to do such reading as way be
advised by the lustfuctors and in ail
wuys to make the Instructors’ efforts
fruitful

1t has been declded by the (‘lly Ex-
ecutive Committee to prepare for the
next municipnd campaign an  official
list of duly accredited speakers, the
list to Le chosen from among the at-
tendants of the school. We shall need
in the clty eampaign especially speak-
ers who are not only familiar with the
basic priveiples of Socialism, but also,
and particularly, with the munielpal
issues Involved, which Cowrade Spar-
go will treat in his course,

The register of membership I8 now
open and ‘those desirous of attending
the school will be required to enroll
beforehand, Membership cards will be
{ssued and admissi to the ¢l
will be strictly confined to those hold-
ing cards. A nominal fee of $1 will
bLe charged for the whole seaxon. Those
wishing to enroll are urged to send
their names and addresses at once to
the Secrefary of the Board of Instruct-
org, Jolin Spargo, 23 Belmont Terrace,
Youkers-on-Hudson, N. Y.

It \\m be understood. of course, that

1| i is not limited to those in-
tending to speak for the party. All
party members will be welcome as
pupils, but especially the speakers, ac-
tual or prospective, are urged by the
City Executive to attend.

ANOTHER GOOD GAIN.

City Elections In Portland, Me., Brings
Encouraging Growth of Soclalist Vote.

PORTLAND, Me,, Dec. 6.—The city
election was held here yesterday. The
Soclallst Party polled 400 votes—an in-
crease of 137 over our record of a year
ago. -

At the state election In September of
this year we liad 192. At the national
election in November we came up to
834, Now we have 406. The comrades
are | by this progress.

- Our candidate for Mayor, Comrade
Lord, is treasurer of the Central Labor
Uniom and a charter member of the
Iron Molders' Unlon

by

ANOTHER GAIN IN ENGLAND.
.Our British' comrades have scored

last night. “According to my records
there are at least 40 per cent. more Idle
men in the ‘city this year than there
were at this time last year.'
~Assistant  Superintendent M. J.
Rickard of Bellevue said lust night
that he had referred 700 more appli-
cants to the Department of Publie
Charities during November of this

PRICE 2 CENTS.

year than during the same month of
1003,

* “There certainly scemns to be a sure
prising number of idle men in the city
this winter,' he sald, *We took in"2,276G}
patients this Novemcer, which is 68!
more than during November last year.g
But whereas we turned about 400 over
to the Departwent of Publlc Charities
in November Jast year, we turned over
1,100 during ;lu\l month this year. Al
mnjority of thése 1,100 that we bhad
to turn away were men who were out
of work and wanted a bed.

“Superintendent York said that for
the first three-quarters of the year he
had taken in 49050 men, us compared
with 35,272 last year"

What a marvellous exhibition of our *°
noteworthy prospe vity!

Every day we read of at least one
or two cases In this city alone (and
how many more occur that we do not
heat of, it is {mpossible to guess) of
men and wowen dying of actual star-
vation or killing themselves, after a
long and valn search for work, to
avold the cholee between hunger and
the bitter bread of “charity.”—How
notgworthy, Indeed, is the nation's
prosperity. -

Is the Pregidlent, then, a liar? Ocls
he Immrunlt No, neither. When he
spenks % of IM nation, he does not mean

the wen and women who do the na-
tion's work. - HE -MEANS THOSB
WHO . OWN . THE NATION'S
WEALTH. . For him, THEY ARE
THE NATION. 8o he has Dbeen
trained; that s his point of view.

They constitute HiS nation.

The nation of possessors does enjoy
noteworthy prosperity. Its prosperity
is foundedl on the unspeukable misery
of the nation of producers. Let us
have an end of sweet, false phrases
and recognize the truth of these two
warring nations-—-and decide, each of
ux, for which he will think and work
and vote,

FAVORABLE DECISIOII.

For Once, a Decision on Labor's Side—
Appeliate Division of New York Su-
preme Court'Molds That Contracts by
Which Workman Releases Employer
from Liabllity for Negligence Are

Void. ;

SYRACUSE, N. Y., Nov. 26.—Justice
Hiscoek of the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court has given an Inter-
esting ia a labor case.  Won-
derful to relate, the decision is in fa-
vor of the workingman, . Of course, it
}mur be overturned by a higher court,
bat for the present it 1% worth record-
ing.

Iy Johnson, an employee of the
American Express Company, had, on
geiting his job, signed a contract re-
Jeasing the company from any and all
responsibility for damages in case he
should meet” with accident in the per-
formanee of bis duties to the employer.
This Is one of the companies that re
quires the signature of such an In-
famouns contract from all its employ-
eex,  Johnson was hurt, while at his
work, under conditions which, had he
not signed such a contract, would have
made the company clearly lable under
the Employers' Liability Act. He sued
for damages. The Municipal Court
gavé a decision in his favor and
awarded him damages, holding that a
contract by which an employee walved
rights guaranteed to him under a stat-
ute intended for his protection in life
and Hmb was {llegal and vold. The
company appealed, and the Appellate
Division now sustalus the finding of
the trial gourt. In his decision Justice
Hiscock says in part:

I reach the conclusion that the
from Mability for his negligent acts urged
by defeudant is not valld but is-contrary
to publie polley and to those cotsiderations
of general wrll.an- which would be Im
paired and tudau:frrd by permitting em-
ployees freely and without restralnt and
withont penalty to be subjected to the
dangers of negligence bpon the part of
thetr employers. The common law labllity
which fmposes upon the employer the ex-
ercise of reasonable care and diligence for
the protection of those working under hlin
Is not too onerous and I belleve thut a
practice which swept it away would be a
matter of publie concern and detriment.

It Is argued that all lnnm-yof the la-
bor market are free and open; that the em-
ployee Is entirely competent to take care
of himself and need not accept work undeér
the risks of such a release unless be chooses
to, and that If be does choose to it Is a
matter of individual interest. which con-
cerns no one else.  While this argument
may perhaps be urged with some show of
force as a mere denunciation of theoretical
prinelples, I belleve that If carried lfuto
actual and general practice It would draw
In its train many aod grave evlls, For
many of those comlug within the class de-
pominated employes, work Is a compelilng
and Insistent necessity which cannot long
be postponed withput distress. 1If It came
about that one of these releases was the
ordinary incldent of employment It would
| be demnnded -nd asccepted ll(c same as wny
[ other usnal condition. . . .

Neltbher am 1 able to accept the Idea that
‘the question Is one of mere individual In-
terest, It the principle be adopted In gen-
eral terms that such releases are valid, we
may sssume that its effect upon contracts
of employment will likewlise be general At
hutltu:mntclruuhmtunln
practice of taking such contracts, If held
valid, will not be general. We must declde
the question presented to us upon the the-
ory that we are not adjudicating for this
particular plalati and defendant, but for

release

may procure from their emp‘n)m contracts
which absolve the former from all obliga-
tions to_reasonable care and prudénce and
subject the latter to all the risks and dan-
gers which will flow from indiference and
carelessuess,  Such a policy, If adopted, and
resulting from increased dangers and In-
Jurles to_ xhe Nyes and health of a great
clans of citizens tobld ot but be the cause
of widespread harm and a matter of gen-
eral concesn. i

It is doubticss true that many employers
would not exact such a contract and that
many m,om“m—mmuku.
wonld not lrm the degpre of thelr case:
for the nMy of thelr mnplnym. but, In
considering this question upon the grounds
soggested we must falrly look, not upon
the narrowest lmitations which might be
placed upon the elfects of & decision M
Ing such. a release valid, -but rather '1.
the possibdlities from harm therefrom” o
the publie,

Justice Hiscock’s decision s con-
curredd  in by Justices McLennan,
Spring and Wiillams, Justice Stover
dissents, holdlug that the contract is
valid as against the employee. All'the
five jndgzes are Republicans.,  Justice
Hiseock's term continues till 1910, Jos-
tice Stover's termn expires at the end of
next year, his place being filled by
election In the fall of 1005. ;

Of course the American Express
Company has stil a chance to carry
the case tg the Court of Appeals, and
it s not unlikely that the decision will
be reversed.

AN APPEAL FOR AID.

Boys and Girls on Strike Againsi
Shameful Exploitation — Who Wil
Help Them?

A strike that throws particular light
on the shocking conditions that exist
under capitalism is that of the Paper.
Box Makers' Uplon against the firm of
Cobien Bros,, 84 Bowery.

About 230 boys and girls, a llm
proportion of them not more than four-
teen or fifteen yeurs old, have been

wounld justify us in calling the affair a
lockout rather than a strike, The firm
notified the employees of a mlucﬁol
in thelr already miserable wages.

ter considering it, the employees re-
plied that they would accept the cut
if the firm would recognize thelr unlon,
so that they might have some safe-
guard agninst ill-treatment and arbl-
trary discharge. On learning that they
Jhad had the audacity to join a unlon,
the bosses refused to take them back
at all.

Before the cut these boys and girls
were getting ouly from £3 to §£5 a
week. They have suffered great hard-
ships and shown a good -plrlt in the
fight.

The United Hebrew Trades ! has
taken up thelr cause and appeals for
finaneial help.  Even the numllnt do-
nations will be welcome, mrlb.-
tions should be sent to the B«rﬂary
J. Michaelson, 157 E. Broadway. Let
it be remembered that he gives doq)»ly vl
who gives without delay. These child
workers are hungry. They have not
voted for the evils that oppress them
and ll}v:: deserve sympathy and aid,

AUSTRALIA AND THE JAPANESE,

MELBOURNE, Victoria, Nov, 20.—
The Federal House of Representatives
will next week discuss the question of
withdrawing the restriction placed on
the entry of Japanese Into the com-
monwealth, on the ground, In. the
wordl of the mouon. that “they have

d th lves in the front rank of
nluom. have granted religlous” free-
dom, have established consnlates, and

bave become the honored uily of Great
BRI

out for six weeks. The circunstances |
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THE PXESIDENT ON LABOR.

President Roosevelt’s message o
Congress marks an epoch lir one re-
spect.  Never before, we belleve, has

" mo much space In a slinifar document

been devoted ostensibly to the inter-
ests of Labor. This can be tnken only
28 a token of the impression which the
great increase of the Socinlist vote—
« superadded ta fts growth In 1000 and
' in 1902 hns made at Washington.
We advisedly say “ostensibly.” The
quantity of the President’s remarks on
" thys subjeet I8 plensing. Thelr quality
is very disappointing=or ‘woull be had
we expected anything really frank and
practical on such a sobect from the
strenuous wivlder of the big stick.
1t is true, the President recommends
certain measures which, if enacted and
enforced In good faith, would be of
considernbile benefit fo the working
class—u stringent employers’ Lability
law for the territories and the Distriet
of Columbia, better provision for the
eqforcemen! of the Hallway Safety
Appllance Law, a law to prevent the
over-tasking of employees or: the em-
ployment of inexpericnced. men in re-
sponsible positions on the rallways,
and, finally, n law requiring the adop-
tion of the block-signal system, which,
as all experts agree, would suve many
lves yearly. i
This Is all very well-if anything
comes of it.” We wmay safely predict
that balf these recomendations will be
coclly neglected by Congress and that
the DPresident will not bestir himself
to induce Congress to acton them. But
at the best, they are but as a drop in
the bucket to what could and should

be done in the way of labor legisiation,

even by a Republican Government., .
Three Important qm{mon: touching
the interests of Labor will. certalnly
come before Congress thiy winter,
Their app [E in-that the

. Rational Association of Manufaeturers
has ralsed a large fund to fight any
possible action favorable to the work-
ery’ demands. We refer, finst, to the
Question of Chinese Exclusion, which

el e reopened by the explration of

the existing treaty; second, to the
- Bight-Hour Bill, proposing to ense the

~ burdens of laborors and mechaules em-

“ployed.on public work and, incidental-

" 1§, to relieve to some extent the condi-

ton of the unemployed; thind, to the
Anti-lojunction Bil, designed to se-
_ eure™tho right of jury trial to working-
men accused of misconduct In labor
disputes, On not one of these ques-
tons has the President a word (o say.

This sl Is more clog “than
all his words. It is damningly elo-
guent. He makes recommendations on
questions of secondary fmportance and
~ questions that may easlly be evaded,
nm-. On the guestions that
are clearly before the house, he says
nsothing, and ¢veryone may well un-
‘derstand that, his failure to recommend

exhibition and will agaim be shown the
door, And so it will be till there are
Soclalists In m o
Seee——
“RELEASE CONTRACTS” VoID.
When it happens, once In a thou-
sand times, that a Republican or Dem-
ocratic judge gives a just decision in a
case involving the Interests of working-
men, we are glad to record it and
“give the Devll his doe” The decl
slon of the Appeliate Division on “re-
lease contracts,” which we record in
another column Is such a case. . i
. One of the most shameful fncidental
abuses of capltalism is this practise of
many of the great employing corpora-
tions of compelling applicants, before
they can get a job, to sign away, on
bis own part and on behalf of his
heirs, the right to sue the employer in
case, through that ployer’s  negll-
gence or parsi , the loyee Is
injured or killed in the performance
of his datles. Such contracts have
cdme before the courts in several
states, and the decisions by no means
agree. In severni cases the courts have
held that the contracts were valid and
actunlly released the employer from
responsibility. In several other cases
they have held that such contracts are
“contrary to public pelicy” and vold
and thot the employer ls bl

“Tends.”

cheerfully does excuse him and’keep
him ia good standing. But often it is
stinginess, and now sad then through
steer “‘cussedness’ that mesibers fall
Into arrears. In such eases It Is a-mis-
take for secretaries to dllow thelr
pames to remain on the roll 6f mem-
bers in good standing or permit them
to participate in the voté on party af-
fairs, beyoud the three wonths of
grace allowed by the constitution. The
secretary nmlgc due diligence In
trying to induce such members to pay
up; but if they do mot respond thelr
hould be dropped. The So-
clalist Puety has no use for “dead-
It is well that we should
know just what our real strength ls,
not overestimate It.
———— s

NOTE, COMMENT AND ANSWER.

It was a very remarkable editorful,
that of the New York “Sun” of Nev.
28, on “The Italian Monarchy's Prob-
Jem.” If the “Sun” would speak as
heartily of the SBocinlist movement in
the United States us It does ot So-
cialism in Italy, we should not disputs
its rvight to the wotto, “If you see it
in the ‘Sun’ it's 0. But it doesn’t,

The “Sun” concludes its review of
the situation with these words?

Should the Boclalist populnr vote go om
Iucreasing for the pext six years at the
rate which It has exhibited daring the last

the same as if no such eontract had
been signed. Judge Hiscock adds one
more to the latter, which is obviously
{from any but the profit viewpolat) the
Just side. The argument by which be
sustalng it Is admirable—almost ex-
actly the argument which a Socialist
Judge would have made.

It is net to be forgotten that this
declsion s not final, The Court of
Appenls still has 1 chance at it and we
have ween what that non-partizan
body can do in the matters of the
I'revailing Rate of Wages Law and
the Eight Hour Law. It is not well
to crow before you are out of the
woods. It may stili stand in the judge-
made law of this state that an ewm-
mpioyﬂ Ling a right to exact from the
propertiless producer, as one of the
conditions for being permitted to work
and lve, a pledge not to claim dam-
ages in case the employer finds it
profitable to maim or kill him,

- For the present, however, let work-
Ingmen and labor organizations take
notice of this decision and see that all
personal injury sults against employ-
ers in which the workman ims a real
case - are vigorously pushed, even
though the vietinr may have had to
sign one of these murderpus “free con-
tracts” in order to get his job. In this
city the Labor Secretariat is doing a
very useful work in snch matters, and
its fleid of usefulness should be ex-
tendad.

Finally, let us make a prediction.
Judge Stover dissented from the deci-
sion and upbeld the blood-contract in
favor of the emplo'yvr. Hix term ex-
pires next year, We predict that the
Republican party will  renominate
bim, o view of this record he has
made as an enemy of Labor. We
would almost venture to predict that
the Democratic. party will fuse with
“the Republicans in support of such a
good eapitalist Judge, as it did in the
cases of those other enemies of work-
ing-class rights, Judges O'Brien, Cul-
len and Werner. When fhe nomina-
tions are made next summer, let some-
one remind us of this prediction.

It I8 with profound regret that we
read: Willlam Mallly's note declining
renomination for the office of Natlonnl
Secretary. We hope that he wmay be
prevalled upon to change his mind. e
may have good personal reasons for
wishing to withdraw. It is possible
that these are strong enough justly to
outwelght all considerntion of the good
he could do the cause by standing for
re-clection.  As to that we are not In-
formed. But we do kpnow that his
withdrawal would be a loss to the
party. We kunow very well that he is
not the only man in the party fit for
the place, and that a change would
not necessarily be a disaster. But we
have tried Mallly; we know him; we
know he is all right. - Let bim think
soberly, and see if he cannot recon-
sider bis declination.

e ———— 1

lv«y)ﬂymumbcr:boﬂldnemt
be recelves a copy of the monthly
“Omticial Bulletin” Issued by the Na-
tional Secretary. This ls distributed
through the state committees and lo-
cals, and comrades must see to It that
the dis on s not h d by lo-
cal secretaries. The November num-
ber contains mueh matter of interest
to every earnest party member. We
need mention only the reports of Com-
rades Hillquit, Sehlueter and Lee on
the Internationyl Congress, which {n-
volve questions of poliey that the party
in this country will certaluly be called
upoa to consider within the next four
years, and perliaps sooner. We men-
tion only this, but there sre other
things the party members should see.

S

The thue for lecal and national sec-
retaries to make their quarteriy re-
ports of membership and fnances i

BAYC Just made lurge guins In the popular

duck the educatlonal quallfication are to be

they may, ouce they get accustomed to

: franchise the illiterate, but to educate

nge the comrades. In 1000 we had

drawing near. We venture a sogges- | ¢

three, J enn prevent the Boclulist
party from acquiring control of the [tallan
Chamber of Deputien, uniess, Indeed, the
educational qualification for the franchise
sbiould be ded and Bboad
be  substituted temporarily. That Is a
weapos which the friends of the existing
social order bold lu reserve, from the mo-
ment that a pelitical -dgvhml s ar
ranged between the Quirinal and the Vatl.
can,

There is an educational qualification
for the suffrage in Italy, more honestly
and tmpartially enforced than are any
qualitications  here. The Hiliterates
have no chance to vote, There, ns
would be the case here or in any other
country, this rule helps the Socialists,
After stating that there are some 18-
000,000 Mliterates in Italy, the “Sun”
Says: "

Now, of these Illiterates there are com-
pacatively few in Pledmont, Lombardy,
Emlila, and Tuscany, where the Socialists

vote. A vast majority of the Itallzus who

found In the former States of the Church,
in the peunlosular provioces of the formier
kipgdom of Naples and In the island of
Bicily. It Is also just these sections of the
kingdom which coutalu the bulk of the
faithful adherents of the Vatican,

The ignorant would vote as the
priest iostructed them. They would

not vote for Socialism. Therefore it |

is not unlikely, as the “Sun” predicts,
that the Itallan Government, In Its
fear of Sociallsm, may make o bargain
with “the prisoner of the Vatican™
(more comfortuble “prisoner” than Al
Adams, he), extend the right of suf-
frage “temp ily” — & rily,
mind you—to all adult males, and try
to swamp the Socialists with a mass of
llliternte Clerical votes. :

A pretty scheme, but a risky one.
Once those iliterates got the ballot in
their hands, it may not be so easy to
take it away. Also, under the pressure
of capitalist and clerical exploitation
and with Socialist precept and ex-
ample of self-reliance before them,

the right of political .power in their
own hands, téll eapitalist and politi-
¢lan and priest to go to Halifax (or
whatever pluce serves the same pup-
pose over there), and begin voting for
themselves, ilong with their Letter ed-
ueated fellow-citizens. ;

Some ten years ngo the Congress of
the United Stutes passed n foollsa bill
Iniposing an eduentional test for ad-
mission of immigrauts to this country,
for the avowed purpose of “‘excludipg
Soclulists and Anarchists.”” President
Cleveland vetoed the bill and sald in
his veto that “8 and
Anarchists” were generally men abeve
~.he average of Intelligence, aud would
not get shut out by any educational
test. We ean safely say that, if a lit-
eracy qualiiention had beeu bopestly
applied In the recent election. the So-
clalist yote in the United States would
not have been redueed by one-half of
one per cent, while the votes of the
two old parties woald have Deen cut
down by at least six per cent. It
would probably h,vr given ns several
more Legislators and possibly one or
two Cong We should gain by
it, any time,

And yet, the Sociallst Party dogs net
stand for an edueational qualificgtion
for the suffrage. We wish to see the
soffrage extended, not lmited, even
though our party should lose by it for
the moment.” Aud why? Beenush the
purpose of our party’s activity is not
merely to elect our candidates to of-
fice, but to perfect-democracy, politienl
and economic. Our plan {8 not to dis-

them, And so it will be In Italy, too,

Smeme— 5
_Rochester 18 an éxnmple of the sort
_of place where a temporary sctback in
the vote does not in the least diseour-

46 votes there. In the eity eleetion of
1901 our vote rose to about 1,100. In
1902, with a splendid ‘campaign and
the o -lesson of the conl strike, it
_Jnm to 23127, Last year, u:l:
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ing arrangements for \winter propa-
Sanda and .also for a class in woclal
economy. We have a cloar fleld be-
fove us, with the demoralization of the
ts, the downfall of the §. L. P.
and the entire fallure of the Papulists
to make any showing. We are out for
& stralght fight and a hot one.” He
adds:, “The falling back of our vote
from. last year proves that porsonal
campaigns are not good for our move:
ment"—refering to Sleverman's bril-
Hant campaign in 1003 Sl
As for this tast point. we wounld net
®0 8o Tar as to say that a eampalign In'
which the forceful and magnetie peér.
sonality of a man Nke Steverman plaf s
o large patt Ix bad for the movement—
s0 loug as it is & real Soclalist cam-
paizn and the man a reai Sociallst, aw
Slevermaly Is, par exeellence. We dd
ot think' that.  But we do agres that
no Inditunl, however able and I
servedly popnlar, ean sorve as o substi.
tute for-an orgonised amd diseiplined -
andelass-conxclons rank and file, In th
long ruw, such a rank and fle can pro-
duee the men it noeds: but without it
the individual can do little. The Rock-
exter comrades ure on the right track.
They put the fundaments! thing first—
the moking of seif-reliant Rociallsts—
and then throw thelr surplus energy
to the mustering of votes. Knowing
how steadily and earnestly they work
con that line, we are very confident i
predicting that in anether year they
will retrieve the lost votes of 1003 and
that iu the next state election they will
make a pew high record.

The n;itluual conventlon of the
Women's Chiristian Temperance Unlon
.8t Philadelphia hes, adopted the fol-
lowing resolution:

We deplore the war now mging o the
Fur Kast, with its merotiess slapghter, and
deprecate the action. of our government In
fostering the spirit of militarism in the
United States by lucressing our army and
navy, furalshing instroctors to schools and
colleges, and by other methods, for teach.
lng the art of killing breeds the desire to
kil

This is all very well, so far as It
Roes—but . it does not go far. Suarely
no one lmagines that war is going to
be stopped or the burdens of militar-
ism in time of peace reduced by the
adoption of resolutions, however well
meant and however strougly worded.
If preaching could do it, war would
have stopped .about 1570 years ago;
baut it has not, and in (he present day
Christian nations are dolng far mere,
even in ppeportion to thielr power, fo.
keep up this particular form of earthly,
hell than are the beathen. It were,
well that the Women's Christian Tem-,
perance Unlon amd the many otheér
bodies of men -and+women who sin-
Jcerely glesive. pogeg  sbhould - make a
careful study of the causes of war and,
"then work'to reibové'them. While the
‘eanse remains, the evil resolt will per-
sist, spite of sermons and resolutions.

It is our opinion, put In very plaln
English, that Comrade "Jaurds, the)
leader of the reformist or ministerialist
wing of the French S 1 made

1 the earth up by driving tdo near it-or

[This Is one of a sories of lfﬁclﬂ. be-
gun In The Worker of 4 A3 an at-
tewapt toward & aystematic and correct and
et 1 of the 1

of for the
nesistance of those who reafly wish to
stidy (Dot merely rend sometbing eany)
and who have teb little time to undertake
targer anid mofs eomplete treatises. Thowe |
who find any piints vt mado clear or who '
have pertines! questtons  waggesred by |
these nrtieles are, Invited to wrte ta the
Editor of The Worker, ard ave asstred that
a8 earnest atiempt will be made to ausweor |
them | {

H.—Why Study"Economics ?-

It ix too bad that it shoald be neces.
#ary to write a spoectal artdete to shiow
why . workingmen slionld stody  eco-
nomlcex.  But unfortunately It seetns
to be so.

Be 1t umnderstood, when we say
“study,” we mean “study’ We do not
consider that n mun has sthdied the
sibject when bhe has lstened to a few
speeches and read a few propaganda
pamphlets and got at second haud the
principal conclusions which other mea
have worked out by Investigation and
careful thought. He may bhave got the
capciusions straight In his head and
have caught a number of striking
phrases to use In telling thém to other
people. But he has not really studied
the subfect until ke has come to un-
derstand the method by which those
conclusions. are reached and has made
It his own, 80 that he can express the
argument in his own words to fit the
winds of different men to whom he
may try to explain his subject, so that
be cun micet objections with faets and
thoughts ratber than pliruses, so that
- be cannot be slleacda or confused by
skilful sophistry,

Now just the second-hand nccept-
ance of Socialist conclusions may be
enough to lead a mau o vote the So-
cinlist ticket. But a real knowledge
of Soclalist economic and politieal
principles Is pnecessary to make him a
good teacher of BSoclalism or a safe
Judge of questions of Soclallst poliey.
And this real knowledge is to be gain-
ol only by consclentious study.

Soctal forces are far more complex
and have in the past Deen far more
obscure than the forces of inanimate
nature. But there was n' time when
even these were not at alf understood.
" There was a time when people
thought the stin’ wiis drivén across the
sky by a gody-as If If were a great
shining chariot; they thomeht this god
might take it into his héad some day
to. try some dthir tond und so Guln

else go off and leave it In étevnal dark-
ness. They thought the wind, the rain,
tho snow, the lightning, were gods or
demons or were ruled 'by gods and

a fool of himself by offering to
fight o duel with the rabid jingo, Paul
Dérouldde, over the tradition “or Joan
of Arc. A Socialist is snpposed to be
a civilized man, He has no businesd
fighting doels. We cannot Imagine
Jules Guesde or ‘August Hebel pyen
aceepting & challengé, much less send-
ing one. Comrade Daszschinsky, of
Austrian Poland, set the right example
in this matter some years ago, when
some of the redctionary members of
the Reichsrath challenged him. He
covered his opponents with shame by
his scornful refusal to make skill In
swordsmanship or pistol-shooting
fest of political principles. Daszschi

sky, Bebpl, Guesde, and other men of
that type have shown physical s well
as moral courage again and again
when there was occasion for It, and
they do not feel it pgcessary to make
a bravado display’ of it in medieval
fashion. The bourgeols elemwnt in
Jaurds (with the aplig of aristocrncy
that is charmeteristic of the bourgeois)
seems to bave mastercd his Sociglist
philosophy in this case. ‘

Borough Fresident Littleton spoke
sonsibly when- be decinred Il the Now
York Board  of Esthmate, anent the
lghting . contraets  and  Controlior
Grout's makeshift municipal electrie-
lighit plant scheme, that be was In
favor of renl municipal®wnersitlp hut
did not want it “fea diluted form.” We
do net - suppose  that My,  Littleton
wonld necept our eal of municipa!
ownership~taxation on property o
start the enterprise, no interest-hearing
bonds, shorter hours and Dbetter pay
for the workers thun in private em- |
ploy, and then service at cost to all
all.  No.old-prrty representative conil:
well nécept that, We do net connt Mr.
Littleton ns “one of ma™ In any pense.
Novertheles, we mny commend hisd
caustic eriticism of Grout's proposition
—whiel is either o case of “ridiug ford
& fadi' or, ot hest, a pinn with no bg-J
ger oF betfer object than thé redoction |
of taxes for the benefit of the proper-!
tied clasy. &

= oo Lk

The grodging admisison of the Ger-
man Dmperial Chanceflor, Count von
Billow, last Monday, thit the growing
streugth of Soctalism is the greatest,
manranty of international pence is one
of the finest tributes the internatfonal
movement of the workers has received
In recont yenrs. His protended wonder
ot the protests of the Socinlist faction n
the Relchstag against the servitity with
which the Geérmnn government accepts
Russinn insulty and carrfes out the
Tsar's wishes was altogether “too
thin” No candid thinker, it seems to
us, can fafl to see that friends of peace
and freedomr must be frreconcifable

foes of Tsarism. .

They lived {u perpetual fear
and worship of these matural phe-
nomena. They ‘were at the mercy of
nature because they did not under-
stimd it.  Physical sclence, by giving
us exact kvowledge of the general
Iaws of natrre. has emancipated us
from this siovers to mablwdte things
LAud made us thelr masters. so that the
natural forces our ancestors trembied
betore and offered sacrifices’ to are
npw used to help cook our food and
weave our clothes and make our ‘pic-
tures and carry us over land and sea
and enable us to talk to friends on the
other side of the earth.

Haying accomplixned so much in
the Seld $f pbysical sclence, we are
now learfilng to study social science
in the same wanner, and fhe study wilt
yield shnflar results. Just as a kngwl-
edge of the laws of plysics enables
ns to master and use the forces of
nature, so a knowledge of social laws
will enable us to use the forces of so-
clety—all the varied and. compliented
mass of buman necds, sentiments, hal-
its, traditions, beliefs, aspimtions, and
so forth—for the lmprovement of so-
¢inl - conditions, Instead of running
counter to those forces and having our
best eudenvors defeated and turned to
uonforeseen il

Now the prime forces in society are
economie forces, arising from  the
method in which people produce and
exclange wenlth, These do not always
appear on the surface. Human needs
are often disgnived under ‘the form of
renthsents, habits, traditions, bellefs,
aepirations, so that the individual does
not htmself know the forees that real-
Iy move him te such or sueh An ac
tion.  Hitherto most of the sincerest
sovinl reformers have gone about plan-
ning how soclety ought to be, without
renlly knowing what society (8. Nat-
nraly, thelr plans did not work. They
may be compared te the ancient astrol-
ogers nod alchemists whe, thinking
that the physical world was ruled by
spirits, plahed to. ehindige it—to turn
ron fute-gold. to make old men young,
to predict future events—by maglcal
Incantations to persuade or command
these supposed spirits of nature. These
astrologers and alchemists did not suc-
eeed. However, in their misguided re-

hes they bied on some dis-
coverles which set same of them on
the right path, so that the sciences of
astrononiy And chiemistry gréw out of
astrology and alchemy, which ‘were,
not sclenees at all. Jost so, sclentifie

AN ELEMENTARY COURSE IN
- ECONOMICS AND POLITICS.

IL.—Roasons Why the Rank and File of the Socialist Party ught
to Make a Study of Economics.

Soctallstn has grown. out of quite nn- |
g utoplan
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of all class rule, not for the enthrone-
ment of a new ruling class in the
place of an old. The abolition of feu-
dalism did not wipe out economic class
lines; It only changed their form. So
also with the abolition of chattel sla-
very. Ia esnch ease an old form of
mastery apnd exploitation was-abolish-
ed nnd & new one substituted, Dut
Boclalists aim to do away with ex-
ploltation altogether; we may say more,
that the Socinlist wovement is histori—
cally destined to put an end once and
for “ull to economiec cluass divislon and
class rule, The rise of the wage-work-
ers, the now exploited class, to power
will not mean the enslavement of some
other portion of the people under sote
new form of domination: it will mean
that the present owners shall become
workers and that all the workers shall
be ownery, too. The victory of the
wage-working class will end its exist-
ence as a elass along with the exist-
cnee of the capltalists ns n class, will
put both wages and profits ipto the
arehives of past history, will mean
that all as men shall be workers and
as workers khall be equals and free
comrades.

Becnuse this is ity peenliar purpose,
becavse this Is its upexampled mbs
slon, the Sociallst mwovement must
needs have n sole and peculine method
—a method different from those of the
Greek and Roman plebelans in their
struggles against the patriclans, dif-
ferent from those of modern middie-
class elements in thelr valn struggles
against monopoly, Since its purpose
is not revenge mor mere destruction
nor mere substitution of rulers and
ruled, but social reconstruction from
the foundation up on o plan of nniver-
sal and lasting freedom and solidar-
ity, it eannot depend upon Individuai
leaders for guldance nor upon pasgsion
or mere class instinet or mere person-
al or class Interest even (In its crude
andobvious form)* among its adherents,
but must apply In Its days of struggle
the ideals of Its day of trimmph, must
e direetly and continuously contrelled
by its rank and file. And In order to
control it wisely and firmly, that rank
and file must be conscious of itx right
and power to decide, must be con-
scious of Its duty to obey Iits own de-
cisions and, the point we are now
chiefly Insisting on, must be mentally
trained to understand its great prinei-
ples and to analyze the ever-chunging
problems before it and apply those
principles to their solution.

No Moses will come tq lead us to
the land of milk and honmey. If any
comes clalming that mission we must
firmly reject him. The host itself must
know the location of the Promised
‘Land and the way to It through the
wilderness. That way is a ditfeult
one, full of tempting cross-paths lead-
ing deviously backward and beset
‘with pit-falls and amoushes. There
are no short cuts, MO easy roads,
though many look for them. .If we
could have a dictator to command our
mareh and o drive us back into the
Tight course when we go astray, we
might not need #ll of us to kuow our
way. But we have not and cannot
have such a lenader. And If we had,
though we might reach our Promised
Land sooner we wondd not know how
to live In it otherwise than as we lived
under the task-master in Bgypt. It Is
in the wilderness that we must and do
learn; and the sooner we learn, the
sooner we shall get through the wilder-
NESS,

Such, then, are the reasons why the
study of economlics s necessary to the
Socialist movewment and why- it should
be pursued Dy the rank and file, not
merely by the leaders.

But a few words more: We do not
expect many workingmen, with their
lmited time and their [nadequate
preparation. to dig  through Marx'
“Capital” and master all its intriea-
cies. That is not necessary, though it
is to be desired wherever it is prac-
ticable. But it is necessary that a So-
einlist should read and think enough
to know just what Is meant by value
and surplus-value; just hew surplus
value is appropriated by the capitalists;
Just wherein the exploitation of the
wage-worker differs from the cxplol-
tution of the chattel slave or the feu-
dul serf; just how the ownership of
capital tends to concentrate and the
exploitation of labor to become more
intense: just how those tendencies pro-
duce industrial depressions and how
these react, He should understand the
ecopomic relutious between different
sections of the Ccapitalist class and
those between the capitalist and work-
ing ciasses and the middle class of
selt-employing prod s, He should
‘know how snd why capitalism works
differently in its infancy and in ity
full development and somewhat dif-
rerently in different evuntries at any
given time. He should know enough
of the applieation of ies to poll-
ties to be able to distinguish between
state eapitalism and Social Demoe-
racy, under whatever names prosent-
od; to be able to.explain both the bene-
fits and the limitations of the trade-

tain and bow to democratic discipline |
or discipiined democracy in the party
agninst dictatorship on the one hand
and anarchy on the other.

" Our subject next week will be:
“What Is Value and How Is It Pro-
duced 7 ’ A, L.'

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT.

Big Increase In Subsecription List This
Weeok-—What Our Circulation Manager
Desires. p
WIth last week's issue of The Work-

er, the task of Increasing the circula-
tion of the paper was wade o perma-
nent and regular department of our
work. This column wiil be- devotad
ench week to a brief record of the way
the circulation is growing, and to con-
tinued appeals to the comrades to keep
thelr shoulders to the wheel. We must
add 10,000 names to our snbscription
list, and our circulation manager must
have your assistance to do it,

Under the new arrangement, the
comrades will be relieved of most of
the work--not all of It, ner the most
lmportant part of It, for the success of
our paper must always depend upon
the hearty and enthusiastic support of
its readers and other friends. We
want you to get nll the subscriptions
sou ean through your own individual
efforts, just as many have been doing
in the past, but as the number of per-
sons auy one comrade can individually
reach must always be relatively small
and as it ix immensely important, if
not imperative, that the circulation of

The Worker should be largely in-

creased at once, n method that will

bring large returns in the shortest pos-
sible time has been adopted. to supple-
mont, but not to taks the place of, in-
dividual effort on the part of any com-
rade having Interest enough to give his
time and labor to the work. To this
eml in last week's issue we requested
the comrades everywhere to forward
lists of names to this office of such
men as were most likely to become
subseribers of The Worker, and it was
suggested that this would be a good
wny of celebrating Debs' victory of

November ‘8. Bither this colnmn of

last week's Worker was read by only

a few of the comrades, or else as rep-

resentutives of the great militant army

of Socinllsm we didn’t bave suflicient
enthusiasm to feel much lke cele-
brating, for only one Mst, up to the
present writing, has been received.

“That was a rousing good one, contain-

Ing 86 nawmes, left at the office by a

comrade of the Amulgamateds Glass

Workers, who was too modest to jeave

hisx name. We are sorry for this, as

we should be glad to publicly extend
our thanks to him, If we knew who

Je was. He has the honor of belng the

first man to respond to our appeal. But

he wust not be the last. We should
bave had a bundrad Jists- by this time.

Seriously. comrades, are we not to

have your support in belialf of this
most important braunch of our work?
The way is all prepared for an ener-
getic campaign for booming The Work-
er's subseription list. We only need
sowe good mames to work upon, and
we are depending upon you to send
them in. Get at it at once, without
further urging’

‘e have no doubt that there are
many men among us who would lay
down their lives for Soclalism. In
fact, many of us pride ourselves upon
tine fact that we belong to an organiza-
tion of earnest men so devoted and en-
thusinstic for the cause that great sa-
crifices In its behalf are the rule rather
than the exception. But in our will-
ingness to make great sacrifices, we
should not overlook little duties, and
one of the very pressing little duties
Just at present is to put The Worker's
circulation where it ought to be, and
we need the names of 50,000 possible
subscribers at once to do ft. Send us
the names of your labor union friends,
of your neighbors who voted for Debs
but who are not getting The Worker
chch week; of the men with whom
you have talked about Bociallsm and
whom you know to be somewhat in-
terested: and do It at once, so we ean
get after them and put the question,
“Don’t you want to subscribe for The
Worker?' to ench one in a persistent
and practical way, as we are now pre-
pared to do. Line up, workess! Get
together! Don't Jet the work drug!
Lets have at least a bundred lists of
names at once! 2

Address the Clrculation Manager,

184 Willlam Street,
New York City.

The expected after-election “slump”
in the circulation of The Worker has
come. The last two weeks show a loss
of 2028 in total circulation, The loss
Is wholly on bundle orders, and is in-
evitable at this time of year, when few
meetings are being lield to give an op-
portunity for the distribution of pa-
pers,. The list of individual subscrib-
ers during the same fortpight has in-
creased by 1,830, Of these, about 1,300
are the three-month subseriptions for
the Collectivist Society, and the rest is
normal gain. If we can keep up this
rate of galn In the single-subscription
department—over 230 a week—it. will
take less than a4 year to put The
Worker on a safe basis.

The following tuble shows the cireu-
lution of the last two Issues:

z Week ending
Dec. 4. Nov, 27,

‘union method; to nnderstand why & | Printed .......esee.. 17000 18,000
clags of small proprietors, however b e
funeh exploited, cannot. serve as the | Bingle subscriptions ... 12,440 10.878
basis for the Socimlist movement; to | Outside bundies ........ 41 748
understand why the pauperized or des | Samples ... 144 ns
graded por of the prolétariat can- | Excl roSe I E 560
not werve as such a ; to distin- | Sold at office in bundles

guls between the effects of partial re- or at retafl .......... L,OTT 4,007
forms applied by bourgeols adminis- : — —
trations and of shnilar ap- TOtals .oveennnevn..A5,780 16,070
plied by an administration w le« | Loss for week.......... L1800

tarian influence,.to know which propos- The Rochest des—and | par-

od reforms are likely to prove ineffec
Alve and to d\(k further progress aud
which may be' expected actually to
amellorate the workers' condition and
nlso to hasten their aplete emancipa-
d know enough

ticularly Joes Mcses, the Literatare
Agent of the local and agent for The
Worker—are among the livellest aund
steadiest hustlers we know. For in-
stance, on Nov. 10 Comrade Moses or-
dered ten yearly and tweoty half-
subseription cards; on Nov, 21
wrote: “Those cards were nearly all
sold yesterday, so send as many more.”™
woeks after election hLe'
sent In $75 In eash on account of sub-

£0 Iy brought 1o thelr noike. .

fifty coples of The Worker every week
in the year for sale or distribution at
the Sunday misétings, and often sends

They sell books and
pamphlets, too, in large nombers. A
hundred coples of Lewls’ “Soclalism

their order of Nov. 21, together with
several bound books. ‘
Comrdfle Brooks, of Farge, N. D,

says: “This is the first after-election
result. I hope that before another
Year paswes you will have a good list
in Fargo. Hurrab for The Worker, for
Debs and Hanford, and for victory in
10081

Comrade Boudreau of Pawtucket,
R. L, Is always on the firing line. A
year ago The Worker had not a single
subscriber in Pawtucket. Now we
have thirty-five, almost all through
Comrade Boudreau's efforts. Aud
now he has just lald In a new stock of
subscription cards and Is going to keep
the list growing.

Comrade Weber of Rochester is a
new hustler and gives promise of being
a good one.

Henry Green of Newark, N. J., says:
“I think that The Worker s the best
means of propaganda, and every com-
rade should try to bring it up to 25,000
circulation.” Comrade Green puts this
opinion Into practice by sending in
seven yearly and one balf-yearly sub-
scriptions.

Comrade Cuting of Boston writes:
“We are getting in some very effective
work for The Worker and we. intend
to do more.”

Comrade Keevan of Delawidre
County, Pa., spoke before Local Darby
a couple of weeks ago and urged the
necessity of'pushing the cireulation of
The Worker. The result was that dfty
yearly pald-subscripticn cards were
ordered at ence and the determination
wus expressed to work up the list to at
least 100 In Darby alone. Comrade
Keevan says: “I propose to push this
idea In the other three branches—Mor-
ton, Cliftod, and Media—for all it is
worth. 8o look out for results.” _

C. F. Watson of Philadelphia orders
a weekly bundle for three months and
says: “I am going to got all the subs [
can, and use every paper you send me
to the best advantage I know of, and
will have help enough to give a few
minutes’ time to everyone that I§ of-
fered a paper.”

C. F. Warren of Springfield, Masa.,
helps along the elrculution with o
hunch of nine subscriptions. Willlam
Elliott of North Tarrytown, N, Y.,
sends eight subs; and Comrade Votel
of Covington, Ky., remits seven.

Current & &
# Literature

A collection of twenty-one musical
compositions by Platon Brounoff, who
is a member of the Socialist Party, has
recently been published under the title
“Songs of Freedom.” The author's
stirring. preface concludes as follows:

“And to the representatives of vocal
art. I would address myself, Those
of you, sweet and powerful volced
singers who eharm and enchant the
idiers of to-day, and who dance in n
wild eraxe around the present god: of
all nations, ‘the Almighty Dollar," séll-
ing your feelings and your very souls,
don’t try to sing these songs, for two
reasons: Firstly, they will not bring
you money or fame; and secondly,
they are written for people of freq
spirit and pot for slaves of Mammon.

“You composers who live on crea.
tions of others, by stealing the melo
dies from their works, don't try to
steal these melodies; they are not
“money making stuff™ and thereforo
are useless to you.

“And you musical and lterary crit-
fes, don't try to criticize these poems
or the miusic; you cannot do It, because
these are the outpourings of free
hearts and free spirit, and you are
slaves of the dollar.

“I hope that If ever these songs are
sung in the fylure times they will be
sung as legends of incredible cruelty
and Injustice done to the creating amd
laboring people. 5

“Now In conclusion I want to say to
all: Men and wofnen of the world,
from the highest to the downmost,
stop for a moment your wild dance
around Mammon and bethiuk yonr-
selves, Bethink  that  everything
around you except nature amd acience
is a gigantic and collossal lle and in-
Justice. Awaken your consclence from
egotistic sleep, bring out your human
qualities, tear off the Prejudices and
superstitions which gathered around
you from time immemorial, open the
blinds and give light and positive edn-
cation to your Drethren fellow belngs
who live in misery and brood In dark-
ness, throw away the fetters of relig-
fon, throw away the honds of national-
ity and let us become n unlversa! broth-
erhood of humanity, men of froe spirit
with nothing to fear, nothing to adore,
but spenk and live up Lo the only one
and everlasting ideal—the Troth.'

The words of the songs are by Fran-
cls McDaniels, In Baker, Jane Keep,

Sam  Shifman, Joachim Rauscher,
Percy I Shelley, Arnold Meyer, Lil-
Han Claxton, Sam Finkelsteln, Allen
Upward, Elizabeth Serber, Etrvnud Cnre
tis, Ethel Lewls, Thomas Hood and
Peter E. Durrowes. The plano part

of the songs is so arranzed that it
may be played without singing,  The
book s published by J. . Katz, 181
Eunst Broadway, New York City, aond
the price is §1.25.

Horace Traubel writes: “T liked
what you wrote about Sineclalt's state

ment in regard to Whitman's adire
ers. 1 kpow men who weep over
Whitinan who laugh over the woos of
the people. They cory ‘Whitman!

Whitman' #s somo other people cry
Lord! Lord!? or ‘Christl Christ” and
then go about thelr usual unrepeninut
ways.. | am’ dolng all I can at all
times amd everywhere to call atien-
tion to this strange anowaly.”

——~Capitalists whe consider the des
mands of trade umionists as ‘“‘nureas
sonable exactlons” will probably  re-
vise thelr opintons whew the Soclalist
program backed by a milllon votés o

Explained” was among the Items in

sending in fifty new subscriptions,
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'PARTY NEWS.

Now 'pgt_”,.‘ ?

A regular megting of the General
Comuittee of Local New York will
take place on Saturday, Dec. 10,
mmlynlp.u..ntmmuot
the W. E. A, 208 E Eighty-sixth
street, Important business  will be
transacted at this meeting and dele-
gates should not fall to be. there in
time.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTER.

Regular meeting of the Executive
Committee held on' Monday, Dec. 5.
Present: L, Liehtschein, J. Obrist, H.
Ortland, G. Van Name, Garry Kelly
and U. Solomon; absent excused: H. 8.
Nathan and E. 8. Egertons absent un-
excused: (i, B. Starlug, Emil Spindier,
Chas. Lane, A, Fishman and G. Mlel-
lenbausen. L. Lidhtsehein acted as
chalruuin and U, Sclomon as tempor-
ary secrotary. o

Reports from the varlous agitation
comunittees were ak follows:

First Agitation Conmnittes, delegnte
not preseut.  Qrgaulzer Solomon re-
ported that the comrades in ench As-
sembly Distriet composing the First
Agitation Cotumnittes sre making spe-
clal- ¢fforts to build up the distriets,
Orgnnization wectings for that purpose
will'be held In ench district. The first
attempt was made o the 16th A. D,
with the gratifying result that 25 new
members were secured.  The Sthowill
Bave o meeting on Tuesday, Dec. G,
when n regrganization of the district
Wil {nke place. The 4th snd 12(h As-
sembly Districts are comparatively in
good condition: - g

Second Agitation Comwittee: The
delegute reported that, the ittee

that he mpst relinquish
ship In one of those locals as he cannot
be a member of two locals gt
time. §

The Organizer gave a report of
work done during the last two weeks:
Semi-annual

ending Dec. 4 was as follows:

Income: Dues stamps, $87.75; new
members, $1040; ecampaign fund,
$115.97; liternture, $OEGH; balunee,

Nov. 11, $702.84; total, §1,400.50.

Expenses: State Committee, on ac:
count of campalgn, $67.10; speakers,
$28.50: buttons, §8; Co-operative Press,
$37.25; postage, $38.50; office expenses
and sundries, $43.42; total, $222.83.

The 16th A. D. will have a special
meeting on Priday, Dec. 9, at Lafay-
ette Hali, 810 Avenue D. All mem-
bers are urgently requested to attend
this meeting, as there is very impor-
tant business to be transacted.

Mrs, Bertha M. Fraser, of Brooklyn,
will leclure on the gquestion, “Shall We
Smash the Trusts?’ at West Side
Headquarters, 553 Elghth aveuue, on
Sunday evening, Dec. 11, .

All t of the 21st, 234, 31st,

is In a very precarious financial egn-
ditiun: that - festival for the purpese
of raising funds to pay off debts in-
curred during the eampaign will be
beid on Sunday, Dec, 1§, la Labor Ly-

. ceum. . )

In the absence of the delezate from
the Yorkviile Agitation Cominittee, J.
Obrikt repertend  in - detall abont the
status of organizion. I each Assem-
bly District. The Yorkville Agitation
Committer Intends to hold a serles of
Joctures on - Sonday, beginning with
Jan. 1. The only districts where the
organization is not in a flourishing con-
dition ars the 320-33d A. D.s. Yet,
some members, instead of devoting all
thelr time to build up the district or-
ganization, are planning to organize a
club, which can only result in weaken-
tng more the vrganization. .

Acting upon this report, the Execu-
dve Committee passed the following
resolution: "THAL 1t Té"the sense of the
Exccutive Committee that the Agita-
tion or Assembly Districts should en-
cournage the formation only of such
clabs ax Wil tomé Gnder the complete
eortrol and jurisdiction of their re-
spective Agitation or Assembly Dis-
tricti” 3 ;

Harlem Agithtion Committee: The
delegate reported only about the good
condition of the 31st Assembly Dis-
trict, as the Harlem Agitation Com-
mittee had ong cesed to bos working
body. It appears from the various re-
ports that the comrades compoking
this Agitation Committee have never
understood the meanfog of the Agita-
tion Committee. RBach distrigt cared
Tor itself and po-nssistance -was given
to weak or mnorganized districts.

The delegates from the Murray Hill,
West Side and The Bronx . Agitation
Committees were -not present,

Unider roportg of gommjttees. the
Schiool Comuittes roported that owing
to the lack of time the lectures on
*Trade Unjonism™ and “SBocialist Party
Organization’” were dispeused with;
that {he revised course of the school
will be printed for free distribution
among the comrades, The comulttee
further recommends that the lectures
on “Trade Unionism™ and “Sociallst
Purty Organization,” {nstead of being
aeccessible only to the regularly en-
ralled puplis of the school, be made a
genernl order for all party menBers,
and that, begiuing with January, a
weries of lectures. for that purpose be
arranged by the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee concurred fn
the recommendations.

The committer charged with looking
for n suitable hall for the school ree-
ommended the hirlng of Logelinge's
Iull, Fifty-seventlh street and Seconil
avenue. It Is o good lodge roam, een-
trully focated, nnd will cost only $70
for six mouths, once a'week. The half
fs available only for Toesdays. The
reconmmentintion was concurred in.

The committee appointed to visit the
‘Joint meeting of the Harleni comrades
ealled by the Executive Committee for
Bunday, Dec. 4, reported that they
completely falled in theilr mission and
that the treatment reesived Svas not
such ax n committee from the Execu-
tive Committes was cntitled to, The
mecting was well attended and after
the commlttee stated (ts mission and
the purpose of the mecting, the reor-
ganization cof the Harlem Agitation
Committee, and before the comrades
had auy chance of discussing this mat-
ter some of the comrades made a mo-
tion to discontioue the discossion of
the organization of the Harlem Agita-
tion Committee and to discuxs only
the organisation of a club-ln Harlem.
This notlon was earvied and after two
_hwours of points of order, appeals, and

“so forth, the meoting hroke up withe
out accomplishing anything, to mest
again next Sunday. i

The Plenic Committee wax' instruct-

and 34th (South Side) A. D. branches
are urged to attend a meeting to be
held ot 67 W. One Hnodred sand Twen-
ty-fifth street, Hoom 44, Sunday, Dec.
11, nt 2.30 p. u1, The business will be:
First, to decide on the establishment
of club rooms; second, to provide for
ralsing money to secure such roowns;
third, te deviseplans for mising money
for other expenses—rent; furniture,
gas, ete.; fourth, such other buxinvss
as may properly be brought: forward
at the meeting.

Muany Soclalists will be iuterested to
know that Elsa Barker will give a re-
cital of welections from Ler poems on
Friday evening, Dec, 16, 830 p. m., at

the_hall of the Professional Wowan's |-

League, 108 W. Forty-ifth street. . Ad-
mission is §1.  For tickets address:
Mrs. Eleanore Wilton, manager, 118
W. Forty-fourth street.

BROOKLYN.

On Sunday, Dee. 11, Henry L. 8lo-
bodin will lecture on “Some Questions
Auswered” at 315 Washiogton street.
Admissfon is free. .

At a recent meeting of the King
County Comumittee it was decided to
form a speakers’ class. - The class
meets in the Brooklyn Labor Lycemn
and has already bad two sessions
which have proved quite successful.

_The exercises will take the form of

debate, general discussion and ques-
tion box. Occasionally one of the
speakers will be selected to review
some current economic or related work
which may be serviceable to the speak-
ers. The object of the class 1s to de-
velop new speakers and to correct the
defects of the older ones. Bo far no
attempt has been made to teach the
¢lass .except by selecting a critic who
will correct errors in grammar, pro-
nunciation, ete. There is no restric-
tion in regard to the membership of
the class; anyone may join. All those
comrades, men and women, who feel
a desire to speak for the party can-
not do better than begin in this way.
An effort will be made to give an equal
opportunity to every member. The
class meets Friday evenmgs from 830
to 10.50 p. m. "

The 10th, 17th and 18th A, D, branch
will meet on Sunday, Ded. 11, at J. C.
Molzer's house, 73 Truxton street,
Election of ofticers will be held, and a
full attendance Is desired.

Ella Reeve Cohen will Jecture on
“Our Purposes and Our Methods™ at
Buffalo Hall, Buffalo avenue, Fulton
street, Sunday evening, Dec. 11. On
Dec. 18 L. A. Malklel is to speak.

+Receut Economle Development and
the Soclalist Theory” is the subject
upon which I. B. Boudin will lecture
before the William Morris Edueational
Soclety in Toback's Hall, Thatford aud
Pitkin avenues, on Friday evening,
Dec. 16. Admission free.

Branch 1, 21st A. D,, meets on the
second and fourth Wednesday even-
fngs of ench month at Woblral's, 675
Glemmore avenue,

Now York State.

At it lnst meeting Local Peekskill
admitted five new members, all work-
fngmen and.all satisfied that they have
had enough eapitalist “prosperity™ and
now want a change, The members are
taking an active interest in the party
crganization by attending the business
meetings of the local. More new mem-
bers are expected at the next meeting.

The comrades dre anxious to-start
their lectures and hope the locals
throughout the state will accept, Com-
rade Chase's proposition. It was de-
clded to ¢harge an admission fee of
ten cents to defray the expenses. It
is easier to talk to workingmen about
Socialism mow, and the comrades
“denld got ju.and hold k this

FEUDALISM.

(Continued from page 1) 3

The Workers' “Homes.”

The strain upon his trifling income
was 80 extreme that to subsist the

ple enough, but to see the actual proc-
ess is a painful, and were it not actu-
ally scen an almost unbelievable,
sight. The average Poie not only sup-
ports a wife and seven or eight chil-
dren in a tenement of three or four
rooms, but takes in on an average of
ten or twelve boarders® In this Nmited
space they somehow nll manage to
sleep. In the summer they cut grass
on the river bank, ‘dry it and either
use that, or later corn busks, as a
bedding, cover it with a sheeting and
each sex bunks together in different
rooms. Few have beds, although oc-
casionally that luxury 1s observed. It
is anything but unusnal to see thirty
persons living in a tenement of three
and four rooms. Every avallable space
in the house Is put to use from cellar
to attle. In the damp, ill-ventilated
cellars it Is customary for at least ten
persons to sleep. Bome of the streets
upon which the company's rows of
tenements front are private—that is
to say, they are owned by the company
and the city, consequently, has no con-
trol over them. The company, also,
has its own sewerage system. The
sanitary apparatus, such as it Is, Is
in the cellars. The water supply Is so
defective that It is nothing uncommon
—In fact, it Is a common practice—for
the women to do the family washing
in the canal or river. The condition
of the company's streets, unpaved as
they are, especially after a storm, is
appalling. $

The Pole gets on an average 70
cents n week from each boarder for
jodging and. cooking. Each boarder

. THE WORKER, SU

 CORRESPONDENCE STUDY.
Institute of Bocial Btudles now offers courses im the following sub-

correspondence:
%wmnmm. By A. M. Stmons, "

% LASSES. . i
Many classes are belng organized fn which obe person is chosen to lead in

discussion and read the lecture to the
reading and preparation
Special

discussion

class, a6 these terms are at the point

other magubers of the class, while the

of papers 1§ assigned to different mewmbers of the
topics with lsts of reading are prepared for different members
These toples are first reported on to the class, then after
by the class, are sent to the Instructor  for eriticlsm and sugges-
For such classes five dollars are charged for each set of lectures fur-
fifty cents for each member. All correspondence for such
ducted through offe person and all postage pald by the

of absolute cost. For furtber. informa-

M. SIMONS, 50 Fifth Avenue, Chicago, 1l

Since April the avernge man employee
bas been able to make only about
$2.75 or $3 a week for the four days:
& week work. He has found it fm-
possible to continue contributing dues
to the Union. Moreover, many Union
members left for other places. The
Union was almost wipéd out, and six
weeks ago It was compelled to sell Its
co-operative bakery at a great loss
because of lack of funds to run it ade- |
quately. " y

Bince April the distress among the
cotton mill employees in both Chico-
pee Falls and Chicopee has been acute.
In both places the econowmlic conditions
are identical, although In Chicopee
they are more enlarged thamin Chico-
pee Falls, The Dwight Manufacturing
Company, which, as has been pointed
out, is owned practically by the same
element that owas the Chicopee Manu-
facturing Company's mills, employs
about 1,800 men, women and children,
and it owns about 300 tenements, The
same rules hold force and the same
scenes of dongestion and squalor are
seen in both places. The employees
get the same wages and have to pay
the same rentals for the companies’
tenements in both Chicopee and Chico-
pee Falls,

The companles’' contrivances of ex-
ploitation do not end wmerely with the
labor in the mills or with the rentals,
They extend even to n form of recrea-
tion popular with the Poles. The Poles
are excessively fond of dancing par-
ties; in the winter it is their one great
social relaxation. For every dance In
apy of the companies’ tenements the

! apust collectively pay to

buys his own food, usually isting
of bologna, pork, bread, coffee and
lard. As butter is too expensive, lard
is used for smearing bread. The cook-
fng is dowe for thie whole assemblage
by the “boss™ Pole's wife.

“QOvercrowded "—Really? |

About four years ago the company's
tenements became overcrowded; and
to make additional room for the Poles,
the company resorted to this ‘expedi-
ent: It had an old stable usel for quar-
tering horses, A new stable for the
horses was bullt and the old stable was
somewhat reconstructed and partl-
tioned off into tenements.  About 200
Pole v and chill
Uve in this old stable. It his no sa
tary appllarices and it has but one
stove. The tenants mteep on dried
grass or corn husks and they'do their
washing in the filthy waters of the
canal. The old stable is divided alto-
gether into about six tenements, in-
cluding lofts; and each of these tene-
ments ylelds the company from $6.50
to $7.50 a,month rent.

The Revolt of the Poles.

_Three years ago the Polish employ-
eces began to feel the first promptings
of rebellien against these conditions
An agitation, started by some of the
more intelligent and torcerul Poles and
French C AL gradually 1
111 the formation of a Textile Union In
Chicopee Falls and Chicopee. The |
French Canadlans lived ruther better
than the Poles; most of them occu-
pled tenements not owned oy the com-
pany. and they held to a somewhat
higher standard of living n the
Poles.  Both elements; however, began,
to feel the necessity of doing some-
thing to better thelr wages.

The union before long had a
membership of 1,600 and =a sizable
reserve fund. It started a co-opera-

part
the company owning the tensment
the tax of §5, though why it is lmposed
is not clear.. While, also, the compan-
tes exploit. thelr labor to the fullest on
the onue hand, they exploit the munici-
pality on the other. They never make
any decided lmprovements In their
tenements, Their tenements. in fact,
are in such a deplorable condition that
were they in New York City they
would be 1 d i liately by
Joint action of the Board of Health
awl the Bauilding Department. On
the plea of no lmprovements and the
additional plea that they are the larg-
est property owners the companies in-
variably succeed in securing a com.
paratively trifling mte of taxation.
The burden of taxatiou falls npon the
city’s Individual property owners.
An Army of Paupers.

Pauperism here hus increased from
80 to 85 per cent since last April.  Re-
cently the City Almoner notified the
cotton mill companies that, If they
coutinued running their mills on slack
time, be would have to ask a larger
appropriation for the pauper depart-
ment. There are now at least 1,000
paupers, fnly Poles, dep upon
the clty. When the mills ran on fall
time the employees had barely encugh
to five upon; now mithy of them can-
not live Independently with the cheap-
est kind of lving.  You see groups of
men, women and childrén  sitting
amund a fable on roagh. hoprovised
benches; they cannot afford to buy
chairs. You see barefoot young
women and children stealing over to
the coal-ludén cars on the rallroad
tracks and’ hurriedly bearing away
armfulls of thelr precious spoil, fearful
thnt any second they may be de-
tected.

The rate of mortality in these tene-
ments 18 excessively high. Zymotic
dl are prevalent; und the stench

tive bakery in Chicopee and appol

ed as the, head or manager of the
bakery a man of experience. This
bakery made bread so much better and
sold it so much cheaper than the bread
that previously had been sapplied, that

age of the Union’s members, but it hind
n large outside custom also, The Union
had its standing committees for set-
tling minor disp with the 1 of
“the two companles, and, .as n whole,
was In so flourishing a condition that
it Jeaders considered the time auspl-
clous for a strike. The strike spirit
was fast becoming rife among the
body of the Union. In January, 1904,
the leaders began to make .prepara-
tions to declare a strike sometime in

it not only soon had the entire patron- |,

m summer Is sald to be foul beyond
-conception.

Waste Land and 1
Crowded Hovels.

Vacant land stretehes In every diveg-.
tion, but perverted economic necessity
ordaing that human belngs must herd
in these-shambles. The ox has the!
fresh fleld to lie uwpon and the horse!
bis change of straw and they have
pure, fresh air and sunshine and menls

guaranteed them. But they are
mals. Human beings must take:
their chances. They must lie on dried
grass and corn husks that are changed
once a year; ten hours a day they must.

| breathe vitlated air in the mills and

the spring or . The

winter,

(Continued on page 4)

thing to eat at al—Iif they grumble at
their existence—they, belng free hu-

— e

re

SE

OTHER SIDE.

allowed to go to work and man belngs, have the cholce of guit-
d d" the full pay of that hour. ting em:::mn‘ and shifting else-

. ' where, mere savage has the wild

How It Was Crushed. treedom of the woods or plains; and if

gh secret sources the Chicop xist is precarious or he is
Muonufacturing  Compdny and the | Jestitute the Government steps in and.
Dwight  Maaufacturing rations him. He, however, Is a savage,
learned of .the intended strike. Ib | Here we bebold a form of civilization.
April they surprised the Union by snd- | Work is given this civilized berd as a
denly and simultaneously closing down thankful for,
ummmmﬂm:«-: spirit ani-
| given was the slackness of trade wages, they
the bigh price and scarcity of cotton. and semi-
. After a cessation of two weeks they | is thelr
resumed, and continued, on a _be grate-
schedule of four days a week, with . What ec-
now and then a renewed cessation for many ages
a week or two, . m“t'n-.

magnificent preperty—six per cent
profits in good times. An adverse word
from them means hunger to thasands
of human beings, but (t is easy to sup-
press imagination and the hunger is
far away from the Juxurious Boston
homes. The superintendent and the
agent are on the spot and thelr per
¢ent and per cent reports say nothing
of the congestion and the hunger.

One Ray of Light.

Under it ail one ray of light is dis-
_cerned.  Flve years ago there were
only thirty voters here who looked
through the confused murk of present-
day political and jodustrial Hes, by-
pocracy and caicanery and saw that
the profit systemi must be abolisbed.
Now, in a total vote of 2,700 there ave
370 steadfast Soclalists—not an im-
pressive proportion, it is true, but one
full of hope of growth, In the Hoand
of Aldermen two Bocialists sit. The
majority of the Soclalists are the
more intelligent clans of workingmen,
principally Americans and Irish, with
a few French Canadians and Poles.

The handful of gentlemen in Bos
ton—self-important, pompous in their
power, masterful in their relentless de-
crees, iudustrial lords ali, leaders of
publie opinfon and malnstays of
churches—may be anid are pow nble to
eontrol much of the economic destinies
of a whole city's population. But un-
derneath, despite all the power nnd
pomp of money and the repressive
force of long-established institutions,
a power I8 growing wnich, when they
are long since forgotten and their
bones rotted, will emerge triumphant
in Ity world-wide sway.

NEW YORK CITY
CAMPAIGN FUND.

All persons who still have campalgn
fund. lists in thelr possession are urged

What does It avell for me
agalnst the man who owns my bread?

At
.8
{]

m_mtn YOUR LAUNDRY WORK?'
1 X L LAUNDRY, Sritiais

WEW YEAR'S CARDS.

Most beautiful, sud wany varietles, Ger
man and Baglish. Cards for Birthdays,
Engagements, Gold and Bitver Weddiugs,
Dail Programs, Serap-book Pletures, Calea-
dars for wsouvenirs asund advertiscments.
Postnl cards with views of clties, View of
New York with Photo effect, for framing,
18x20 fnches.

e

T PUBLICATIONS. |LABOR ORGANIZATIONS
FTHERE ARE AN GERMUNS | S e v o

in your nelghborhood, be sure to send
thelr names and addresses at once to
.Im.m.

man Soclallst weekly.
1y edition of the oldest and well-knowa
German Socialist dally, the “New York
YVolkazelituag."

TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION: Six weeks
for 10 cents,

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE:

ONEYEAR, - =+ =« =« 8LOO
SIX MONTHS, - . . . .50
THREE MONTHS, - . . .28
Address: e
VORWAERTS, 184 Willlam Street, N. Y.
JUST OUT!

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE CRITIQUE
OF POLITICAL ECONOMY,

BY KARL MARX,

1 rt. & M fact!
Jos. Koehler, '™net & o Row.

FLEGENHEINER BROS.

We have 100,000 gullans of selected
WINES of all kinds,

Also BRANDIES, WHISKIES, COR-
DIALS, and offer, for a short time,
RED WINES AND WHITE WINES,
at 65¢. per gallon and upward.
PORT WINE $1,10 per gallon gnd

upward,
WHISKIES AND BRANDIES,
$1.75 per gallon and upward,
To be had at any of our stores. Try
our TONIC PORT,
261—260 EIGHT AVE,, near 23d St
1028 Becond ave,, Now York,
278%0 Third ave., New York.
119 Manhattan ave., Brookiyn, N. Y.
1276 Broadway, Brooklyn, N. Y.
130 Fifth ave.,, Brooklyn, N. Y.
100 Market street, Newark, N. J.
176 Newark ave., Jersey City, N. J.
17 Main street. Yonkers, N. Y.
413 Washington St., Hoboken, N. J.

A MACAZINE OF REAL VALUE
Send 10 Cents for latest copy. $1.00 pays
for a year, including life size portrails
of Debs & Hanford, printed separately
on good paper, suitable for framing.
Mention this paper.—~Comrang Co-Ors-
rative Co, 11 Cooper Square, New York.

to return them nt the earliest t
with moneys collected, to Financial
Secretary U, Solomon, 64 E. Fourth
street. »

The receipt of tue following contri-
butions Is acknowledged:

I Lowstraund, List 5 $1; F. Schmidt,
List 64, 70c.; Adolf Robr, List 74, $175;
Mra. Julla Bracoce, List 107, 32;
Groehl, LIkt 110, §1; J. Belkowitx, List 142,
G0c.; Ramuel Kramer, List 3040, §1; Soclal-
ist Liedertafel, L  Grubetser, List 161,
$3.00; Jacob Schiebe, List 163, $2; Jacodb
Glockner, List 156, §1; Chas. . Schlatoer,
List 220, §1.60; 8. Bcheer, List 260, §895;
Heury Grobe, List 201, Th¢,; Emil Hosch.
law, List 203, $1; L. Krott, List 302, §1:
Louly Felown, List 374, $1; F. Schwarts,
Lls 5, 1)e; Gustave Baur, List 408, 85c.;
J. Pfemloger, List 467, $L00; I, Feulbardt,
List 516, §2.050; David Fesler, List 519, {3;
Jullux Gabler, List 529, §1; FPrans Mareck,
Lixt 545, B0c.: Elas Wolf, Llat 500, 25¢.;
Martin ‘Kramer, List 080, S Dr. Lou's
Lichtacheln, List 504, $5: Gottheb Michel,
List 5606, 25¢.; Wm. Scharf, LIst 616, $3.75;
. E. Volk, List 620, §1.50; G. Lindkampf,
List 8100, §2; Christ. Dittman, List 070,
$185; David Michalowsky, List 2004, S0e.;
Emil Denke, List 711, 20c.; John Harter,
List 712, $1: Aug. Hanwen, List 714, O0e3
G. Morris, List 790, 10e.; A, G, Adum, List
T&, §1: Fred Ebbers, List T20, $1; eter
Nathman, List 757, $2: Ernst Kpranger,
List 760, $2.35: Fred. Jaeger, List 700, B0,
G. B, Btaring, List 771, $1 H. Vogel, List
772, 25¢.; Joseph Loughrey, List 702, $5.10;
Magnnerchor der Mobel Arbeiter, List 827,
$2.00; Do, List 828, $100: Do, List §20,
H0e.; Do, List K30, $2.40; Workmen's Sick
and Death Beuefit Soclety, Br, 157, L'st
1158, §L.306: Do., List 116), §1.060; Do, List
1161, Toe.: Do, Be. 25, donation, §25; Do,
RBr. 24, List 1186, §1.00: Do, Br. 24, List
1150, $2.50; Do., Br. 24, List 1190, $3.30;
‘Bricklayers’ Unfon No. 335, List 1302, S0
Do, Llst 13039, §2.25; Do., List 1500, $2.95;
A. Kopp, List 2021, $1; B. Weyhrauch, List
2278, ¥2; H. Albert, List 2335, $1: Wm.
‘Bollhoefer, List 2380, §1; "Jobu Flannery,
List 2456, B0c.; J. W. Friedman, List 2463,
SOe.; H. F.-Holderrieth, List 250, $1; F.
| Holly, List 2535, §1; Jos. King, List 2000,
B0c.; Henry Klett, List 2600, §1; William
(Kohn, List 2017, §1.50; H. Mayer, List 2672,
20c.; Joseph Mareng, List 2713, G0c.; M.
,Sand, List 2826, 25c.; David Schurr, List
2848, 25e.: James Doyd, List 373, 25
Chas. Fuchs, List 3000, $1.065; Harry R,
. Jacobwon, List 3007, 26¢.; G, Moffman; List
S04, Thel; Nestattunges Vereln Bre. 1L,
donation, $5; George G, Black, Do, $2; 8,
Feldman, Do, S0c.; Wm. Kebler, Do, 10e.;
¥. L. Bschrich, Do, 20c.; Architectural
DBronse Workers, §3; Charlea Appledom,
$2: Willam Moll, $1; Willlam « Griffiin,
B0c; Mre J. ' Saltzman,  Bes  ‘Aod-
ditlonal surplux, Academy of Muosie meet-
Ing. $30; A. Pulplt, List 525, $2; Mra. Ter-
esa Graebler, List 528 §6; G. Dollnsky, List
718, $4.10; United Bro. of Carpenters snd
Jolners, Rr. BIR, List 920, $2.10; List 021,
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THE CONSERVATOR,
PHILADELPHIA.
ONE DOLLAR A YEAR,
EDITED BY
HORACE TRAUBEL.
EUGENE V., DEBS: :
“The Coaservater,’ edited by Horace
Traubel, 18 a source of genulve delight to
me. It is distd ly original, refrestil

welcome wherever It finds “Its way.

PETER E. BURROWES:

“Ihé Couservator'” Is brave aod whoie
some. JWHE Its loog sustziued and over-
flowing vitality It could sapply gray mat.
ter to an arinful of Its contemporaries.

GEORGE D, HERRON:

There is no paper 1 would so much lik=
to have Soclalists read ay "The Couservy-
stor.” We read our own lterature, but
we should read samnothing else—something
that will bid us remember that Boclalsn
15 a means and ot an end. The end of
cconowic Hberty Is the liberty of the yoked
and prisoned humin spirit.  Traubel. ol
Lis “Conservator” will, better than auny
Wiug else In Awerica, bring this Hberty
of the bhuman spirit to our remetbrance,

FRANKLIN WENTWORTI:

*“The Conservator™ never stoops nor wob-
Lies. 1t says the thing fearlesaly and well.
Ii has an unsullled message and the dyna-
mics of 8 real persopality. ' It renovates
the soul Hke elomental fire,
COURTENAY LEMON:

Everything that Traubel writes Is worl
reading and muoh of it is worth reading
wore than once. The power of battie aml
the gentleness of love are In his pen: It
% now a flashing sword and now & caress.
fug hand, The high lUterary quality of
“'The Couservator,” the excellence of its

ings of Its editor, with bis democ-

and Inspiriting, and Is sure of an_eager |

selections, and, above all, the virlle writ.’

d from the Garman Edition by
N. L Sions, A. M.

313 PAGES. CLOTH, $1.50

For sale by

TALIST LITERATURE CO..
184 Willlam St, N. Y.

“DIE ZUKUNFT”

(THE FUTURE) -

|A Monthly Magazine

of Popular Science

Literature and Socialism [

tn Jewlsh Lapguage, Pubilshed by the
Zukunft Press Federation
SUBSCRIPrIUN RATEN:
Per Anpum $1.00 ¢ Mentbs 60c
Single Kopie 10¢ Sampic Coples Pree!
’ ZUKUNFT
26 Canal St., Now York.

“ Rebels of the New South.”

This {a n new Boclalist novel by Walter
Marion Raywond, It {8 not a story of a
hundred years to cope; It tells_about live
people In Virgtala and In New York City-—
solge of them Soclulists and sowe the other
kind. One peculiar thing about the story
that weull puaxle any ovne but a Socialist
is that there ars po “good™ people and o)
“had" people in'if. But some of the people
know more than others.

There are no serinons In the hook, and
no dull pages; It's a ‘ﬁ'r\lu"-i-w;’, consid-
erwd Just as a story., You bave to get
protty well into the book before you strike
the werd Sochalism. 8o thére ia a chance
to get some of ‘the dear people who are
afrald of Soclalism to read it. Try It and

woe,
Clothi, 24 pages, with fve full-page cn-
gravings: price, $1 postpald.

CHARLES W. KERR & CO,, Publishers.
5 FIFTH AVENUE, CHICAGO.

FOR ITALIAN . WORKINGMEN,

Comrades who have an opportunity
to reach Itallan workingmen and wish
to make propaganda for Boctallsm
amwong thern will do well to use the
pew pamphlet

“Che Cosa e il Socialismo?”

(What Is Soclalism?
By SILVIO ORIGO.

Single copy, § cents; 100 or more, at

the rate of 2% cents a copy.

Socialist Literature Co,,

(84 William St., New York.

USEFUL WORKS.

The books here lNsted are cloth bound.
“Mass and Class.” Hy W. J. Ghent,.51.05
HPuverty.”, By Robert Hunter......$1.00
“A Coutributien 1o the Critique of Political

Eeuttomy.™ By Karl Marx.......... 5150
*Ihe History of Sociallsmm in the Unlted

States.” 1y Morris Hillquit ..... » o 8L50
“Misays ot the Materialistic Conception uf

Mistory.” By Astsalo Labiiola......$L00
“The American Farwer.” Uy A. M. S
BMOBE . ovruens PG O R s R S0c.
“Soclallsm and Auarchism.
Plechanofl ...ovieiinns sevsanetanashs e,
“Soclalism and Modern Science, Uy Ba
rico Ferrl c.ocviiviiinne PSR S IRPOR $L20
“Collectivismy and Industrial Evolution*
By Emile Vandervelde .........o...0.000,
“The Social Revolution.” By Karl Kaut-

BKY seqecencronvevas v
“Soclalism and the Social M
Niueteenth Century.” By Werner Som-
...... . $L00
“Revolutionary Essayl Socialist Falth
and Fascy.,” Dy Peter E. Burrowes.$1.25
“Reosomie Fouodations of Soclety.” By

o Aehifle LOTIA «oovvoerionnnsonencsvaofl S
“Bibics  of Socielimw.” Ny  Helfort
BAK v assnne AP P A A $LOU
“REconomics of Soclatism.™ By H. M. Hynd.
RALARASESAN AL setsdnseansressnne S$L20

riey. his revolutionary saommons and so-
‘elal falth, ks original and ompelling styls,
saake It a reservolr of refreshment, an ofsis
in the desert of contemporary periodical
Uterature, v

God and My Neighbor

BY ROHERT BLATCHFORD.
AUTHOR OF $

“Merrie England,” **Britain for tha Brilish,”

200 PAGES. PAPER, 50c.; CLOTH, SI.

CONTENTS:

The Sin of Unbellef, One Reason,
What I Can and Cannot Belleve, The
01d Testament—ls the Bible the Word
of God? The Evelution of the Bible,
The Universe, Jehovah, Bible Heroes,

Its'‘Growth and Outcome™ Ny
R. Belfort Bax and Willlam Morris. . $1.00

“The Evolution of [Property.” By [I"aul
LALRFEVE iccesvroitnsscesnarens veess L0
“An Eanwination of Soclkety.” By Louis
Wallls ovccercogocmssnsiansansdures LIS

“German Soclalism  and  Ferdinand Las.
matle,™ By W. H. Dawson

Germany In 1848 Karl Marx..... $1.00
“Soclalism, Utoplan and Scientitie.” Dy F.
Rugel® soc cvvrvarvencanise omanreanes $1.00

“Origin of the Family, Private Property,
and the Btate,” By Frederick Engels.O0c,
“Auncteut’ Boclety.”™ iy Lewls Morgan $4.0)
A large stock of Labor Litersture In Eng.
Ush and German aslways on band. Cata
logues free.
SOCIALIST LITERATURE CoO.,
184 William St., New York

Dr. M. ROMM, 0§ £ I5, §1.

Has returned from abroad

OFFICE HOURS: 8-9,
Tel. 54.3 Uramercy.

6--7.

LABOR SECRETARIAT—Office, 820

Broadway, Hoom 701; oftice hours
on week days, rom © a. m. to 6 p. .
Delegates’ wmeeting every last Satur-
day of the month at 64 B, Fourth
street, at § p. m. Board of Direc-
tors’ Weeling’ évery second Mouday
of the wonth, -at 320 Broadway,
Room 701. Address all correspon-
dence to the Labor Secretariat, 820
Broadway,

CIGARMAKERS' PROGRESSIVE
INT, UNION No. 80—-Ottice and Em-
ployment Bureau, G4 E. 4th 8t. The
following Districts meet every Sate
urday: Dist. I (Bobemian)—331'. K.
718t St, 8 p. m.; Dist. 11 (German)
=0 K. 4th B8 p. i Dist. 1l
Clubliouse, 204 E. S6th 8t., 7.30 p.an.;

Dist. 1V--342 W, 424 8t, 8 p. m.; *

Dist. V—3300 Third Ave, 8 p. m;
Dist.. ¥i—-1007 Third Ave., 8 p, m.;
Dist. VI1—1432 Socond Ave., % p. m.
The Board of Supervision meets
every Tuesday at Faulhaber's Hall,
1551 Second Ave., 8 p, m.

CARL  SAHM CLUB (MUSICLANS'
UNI Wweets  pesk Tuoesday of o

ﬂm‘xhalto:‘. w., at Labor Lym?
01 reet.

T Orak gt S e e

MUSICIANS® CO-OPERATIVE UNI
Loca l%’. A. LU, of Hudson aad l-l:;
:ou:x:r:.“d’:;c: ever) I{:ndu.l at -~

e ! o venue,
deissy Cl'y, N. J.m i

LOCAL' €76, MACHINE W
AND TU R e e e

Carpenters aud Joloers of A
-y

every Tuesday at Bobewmlsu Hal

tary, W i “'7 Ym 4 -ur.
y Wi, E. ¥, warts, § Ml
Astoria, L. L: Recordl Secretary,
Noelter, 774 B. 180th street, L o

7th, 9th and 25tk Assembly Distriet

meets\every 2ad uud 4tbh Friday at No.
543 Elghth ayvenue.

THE BCANDINAVIAN SOCIAL
DEMOCRATIC SOCLETY OF NEW
YORK meets tirst Sunday of ever)
month, 10:50 a. m., iu, Liak's Hall,
233 E. 3%th street, New York. All
Bcandinavians are welcome. Agl
taticn meetings every third Sunday,
at 7 p. m. Becretary, G. Sjoholm,
261 Onderdonk avénue, Brooklym.

UNITED JOURNEYMEN TAILORS'
UNION meets every second szad
fourth Monday In Links' Assembly
Rooms, 201-233 East Thirty-eighth
etreet.

Arbeiler - Kranken- md Sterbe - Kasse
fuer die Ver, Staaten von Amerika

Tl Ly

s
The alove soclety- wex founded

year 1554 by kingwen imbued w{:i g

spirit of amd~ Soetalist thought,

Its pumericnl strengih (st presenl  com-
posed of MM locd! branches with 23,700 male
and 4,80 female wembers) is ra

ment. Workingmen between 18 and 45
of sge may be adiuitted to unlueil;r"c
any of the braoches upon paymwent an

initiation fee of $4.0 for the first-class
FL00 for the second cluss, Members Idm
fug to the first class are entitied to &
benefit- of $8.00 for 40 weeks and of 3450
for amother 40 weeks, whelher cobtinwous
or with iuterruption. Members

to the econd class recelve under the same

way be admitted -to the e
n\:mz of an fuitiation fee
nnlhz asscssments are levied upon
three difT
T cents apd 22 cents rol{. Mew-
bers at large are not accepted, but all can-
didates have to join existing branches. In
fes and towns where no branch exists, a
new branch can be formed by 15 work
men b good bealth, and. men adhering
above nelples are invited te do so. -
all . communieations to .
Financial Becretary, 1-3
v York City. ;

Adress
Mayer,
avepue. Room 2. New

Werkmer's Children Death Benefit Puni
of the Umted States.of Ameriga.

The address of the Financial Secre
tiry of the Nationgl Executive Com-
mittee is: WILLIAM SCHWARZ, Bl
ble House, Room 42, Astor Place, New
York City. ¥

WORKMEN’S

Furnioie Fire Insurancs

Orgauized 1572 Membership 15,000,
Principal Organization, Wow Yorx
and Vicinity.

hc)n'ln:,: Ui Last Fourth Street. Offics
ours, daily, ¢Xcept Suudays and ..]“.’
Trowm l\lu‘:&l " m{ & = = by
BRANUCHES oukers, Troy,
Gloversyille, Albany, Obelda, 'n?ﬂ.““.., ;
N Y.; Pagerson, Newask, Edzabeth, Sonth
River, P'ussale, Trenton and Habway, N J,
ulmznu. Baston,  Holyoke, ugtield
- :

».. 3
New Haven, Waterbury, Meriden, Hart
ford and p.:‘dl"'lml. Coun
Phlladeipbia,
serue, Altoutia, Scranton, fa.
Chicago, UL *
Cleveland, O,
San Franciseo, Cal B
Manchester, N. H,
Raltfwore, Md,
st. Lanis, Mo,
For addresses of the branch bugtm
see “Vorwnerts.™ y
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NEW YORK “CALL” ...

A DAILY TRADE UNION AND
Mshed in the interests

ond Thursday in the month at Labor

‘York, or the NEW YORK “CALL" CONFERENCE of Brooklyn, ineeting

every fourth Pharsday*in’ the ‘month
avenue, Brooklyn.

WORKINGMEN, THIS I8 TO BE
fogmen and controlled by the delegates to the conferences and the WORK-
INGMEN'S CO-OPERATIVE PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, which meets

every first Mopday in the month at
New York.

of “THE WORKING CLASS, TRADE UNIONS
AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONS are Invited to send two delegates each to
the NEW YORK “CALL" CONFERENCE of New York, meeting every sec-

& 20 8

The differences between the posses-

sing olasses and the ‘non-possessing.

_ ?-:l;. are ton: fundamental to besolved

1 any collaboration of clusses except

SOCIALIST NEWSPAPER to be pub- ila b vl et LR

Lyceum, 64 East Fourth street, New
at Labor Lyceum, 940 Willoughby

YOUR PAPER. Organized by work-

Labor Lyceum, 64 E. Fourth street,

ceptance of concessions by the demand-
ingclass from the possessing ¢lass. The
collaboration of classes, as it Is ordin

| arlly undérstood, means in this case

pnly the kind of collaboration so fre-
queatly instanced by the lion and the
famb, or what our antl-imperialist
friends understand by Mr, MeKinley's
termm  of “bepevolent assimilation.”
With all the means of production, with
all the political mechanism  in thelr
hands, the possessing classes have the
power to grant life or to ordain star-
vation and death to multitudes of men;
it ix a power which will not be volun-

" THE DUTY

{The following address was delivered
By Mr. W. J. Ghient before the meeting
"of the Collectivist Soclety in New York
City on the evenlng of Nov. 10, To
party Boclalists it 1s, of course, i super-
fluous argument. It was addressed,
however, to an audience most of whom
“are not affiliated with the Soclalist
"Party and many of whom did not sup-
port the eandidacy of Debs and Han-
ford.}

To be truly & SBoclalT’t 18 nécessarily
to dexire to do something for Social-
fsm. Mere passive faith in Soclalism
as e '

*“Divine, far-off event y :
To which the whole creation moves"™
will hardly poss moster né a qualifica-

~ tion entitling one to the name of So-

chalist. <l

The problem, then, is hat to do;
and the alternatives thit fresent them-
selves to all men sincerely Hsirous of
alding the camse ars! first, ussociation
and work with an avowedly Socialist
political movement; and, second, asso-
elation and work with'n movement not
avowedly Soclalist or not definitely po-
ftleal, bt concelved to be making by
Indirection toward the Soctalist goal.

During the recent eampalgn many

" men who regnrd themselves ax Soclal-

Ists supported Mr. Watson; some, even,
it must be acknowledged, supported
Judge Parker; and doubtless many of
these are still of the oplnlon that by
aiding a non-Socialist movement pow-
erful enough to threaten the domin-
ance of the Republican party, or, us in
the case of the I'eople’s party. suffi-
elently dynamie to promise a break-up
of existing party lines, they are ren-
dering a greater service to the ulthuate
supremacy of Boclnlism than by sup-
- porting an avowedly Socialist move-

ment.
Truly, it is a touching faith!' It in.
volves, In the one caso, a, bellef that
, & feeble minority. subjecting itself to
the discipll,  of an organization In
which the interests of private capital-
fsm must necessarily dominate, can ef-
fect changes of policy antagonistic to
capitalism In that body; and in the
other ense a bellef that the preaching
of non-Socialist reforms, such, for in-
stance, ns the bolstering up, of the de-
clining widdle olnss by anti-trust legis-
tation, will actually result in inocuiat-
ing masses of men with Socialist prin-
eiples.
« A rapt faith it 8] but it ¥s woven
of the stoff of which drenms are made.
Ax a matter of fact, neither of these
things happens. If ever there was a
chance for a radical, and by no means
a feehle minority, to fmpress its prin-
ciples npon an organization of which
It was a part, it lay with the Populists
of 180G-1008, 'The Péople’s party, en
a platform ‘of radical “middle-class™
demandg, polled more than one million
popular, and 22 electoral, votes in 1802,
and upward of one and thréequarter
million popular votes in 1804, Per-
syaded that it could more easily gnin
its demands by fusion with the Democ-
racy, it permitted itself to be swallow-
ed up by that organization in 1806, and
1t remained in that eapacious™maw for
seven years, when, like Jonah, though
somewhat less whole and perfect than
when it went in, it again eame forth.
The effcct of the Populist moviment
on the'Democratic party Is Instroetive,
If nothing more, By 1600, there had
been #o complete a reaction In the ¢om-
bined bady that, although some of the
radical Industrial and -political de-
" mands were relterated in the Detno-
eratic platform of that year, all of
them were avowelly Subordinated to
the single issue of autitmperiatism, on
which the campaign was waged; and
by another three yearsythe reaction
had preceded so far that the few re-
maining Populists who had not been
won over to n reactionist policy were
compelled to secede,” Of all that great
movement lttle remains to (tsell, while
searcely a trace 6f its Influence = to
* be found in the statutes or institutions
of the states In which for a time It aid-
ed to keep the Democracy in power.
Quite as instructive an-instance s
that of the Inbor organizations in this
state elghtoen years ago. During the
two years 188586 the Kulghts of Labor
and the trade unlons of this city and

' TO THE PARTY.

By W. .. Ghent.

and a non-possessing class. The antng-
onism between the smaller possessors
and the larger possessors may possi-
bly, though improbably, agnin become
acute, us in 1806; but as against the
non-possessors there Is u substantial
unity between the former which denles’
all hope to any project for soclnlizing
in the slightest degree either the de
feated or the victorious of elther of
these two parties, In a democracy the
political mechanism is the most power-
ful of all mweans for continuing the ex-
ploitation of the non-possessing; and it
s Inconcelvable that the classes which
profit so enormously from lts mastery
will permit-the control of either of its
representative organlzations to pass’
from their hands. .

For the porsessing clnsses, If history
teaches us anything at all, never vol-
untarily yleld thelr advantage: When,
as in the case of the French nobles and
clergy in 1789, or of the Southern
slaveholders In 1865, they glve up thelr
feudal privileges or thelr sinves, the
act Is done in the one cuse becnuse they
know that further retention Is hope-
less, nnd in the other case; as a direct
consequence of war. Individuuis of
the possessing classes, It Is admitted,
from the time of the Athenlan Ciis.
thenes, five centuries hefore Christ, to
the present thne, have comé out from
their claxs barrieades and espoused the
cuuse of the non-possessing, But these
are few, and the class as x class bolds
to what it_concelves to be fts own, and
vields only nt the point of extreme
danger or of actual expropriation.

In spite of all that is known of hn-
man nature, In spite of all that history
records, there are still progressists who
hold tirmly to the beljef that if only the
right appeal ean be made to the pos-
sessor, he wili renounce his advaifage
and take up the causs of the non-pos-
sessing.  If one such instance can be
found they herakl it as a' promise of
universal regeneration. They forget
that after 1,000 years of Christian ap-
peal, the number of Clristians is still
distressingly small. They refuse to see
that it is not the Christian appeal, nor
any other ethical appenl, but the peces-
sities laid upon the indivikiual by the
prevalling mode of production that de-
termine his belief and conduet in mate-
rial things. The plea to the individual
to do justice to his fellowman has an
origin, indeed, that far antedates Chris-
tianity. It has been made nnder all
the various forms nnd. systems by
which men have produced and distrib-
uted goods—the pastornl economy of
the patriarchs, the household economy
of the Greeks and Romans, the town
ecconomy and feudal economy of the
middle ages, and the capitailst economy
of today. But under one and all of
these, this plea has proved futile in the
face of the rigorous pressure imposed
by the necessities of the vconomle en-
vironment. *

Now the Socialist who supports a
movement dominated by the possessing
classes belleves either that this appeal
can be made with at least a gradual
gain, or else he believes that the min-

a sufficlent threat upon the larger or-
ganization to compel it to adopt more
progressive policies.  But both of these
bellefs, as 1 have indieated, have little
or no support in the facts of life,

I it be true, as history seems to
record, that the possessing class ylelds
only at the point of extreme danger or,
of actual expropriation, there is but
one means of achieving Soclalist sue-
cesw: and that Is by actual or potential
political force. How, then, is this force
1o be created, how best may it be con-
centrated and directed, and how most
effectually used? Only by the develop-
ment of a detinite Socialist pelitical
movement, standing  entirely apart
from other parties, whether Republi-
can, Democeratie, Populist or Labor,
which aequiesee in the continpance of
the capitalist system, and by waging
an upcompromising warfare upon that
system.  Soch’'n moveément must be
based upon the material Interests of
the non‘possessing; and though it win
to its pport those teachers and
preachers who have risen above the
retniner mind; those petty manufac- |
turers and dealers who see in the con-

state reached a strength of or
tion never before known In the history
Tof America. They exerted a constant
threat of independent politienl action,
“and in the fall of 1886, as the United
Labor party, they polled more than
U8,000 yotex in the present boroughs of

. Manlattan and the Bronx for Henry

George for mayor. Their numerieal
strength und their independent attitade

~ eompelled the attention of the political
- masters, and during this and the fol-

fowiug year they were enabled to se-
cure a greater volume of really bene-
" ficlal labor legislation than had been
ted In all the previous history of
_state. But Dbiind to their own
~ strength as an independent organizi-
tlon, they were led to believe thit

_ greater successes awalted them by ex-

erting thelr influence within the Demo-
emutic organization. They were swal-
Jowed up by Tammany Hall, and the

tlon
1 1 it has made spasmodic appenr-
ances since, it 1s usually of a kind that
_an Appellate Division or the Court of
peals finds no difficulty in declaring

ti « of the pr t régime an ap-
proaching ruin of their livelihoods, and’
all those other .men of whatever class
in whom the love of usefulness or the

ority of which he is a part can exert |

tarily d; and ouly by develop-
ing thelr strength as a sepdrate and
antagonistic body can the non-posses-
sing attaln a degree of power sufficient
10, campel the possessors to listen to
thelr demands, 3

Theve are, it Is to be admitted, many
persons not unwilling to be enlled So-
clalists, who look with apprehension
upon a possible Sociallst victory in our
time. They are fearful of its Immed!-
ate results, and hopeful that Socialist
advances may come ouly by gradual
steps, For my part I can Ry that,
realizing fully the possible—~though not
ahbsolutely necessary—unsettlement and
chaos for the mowment atténding an
immedinte Sociallst victory, T ean yet
‘fervently wish for that vietory at this
~bour, . Whatever the degree of chaos
possible under that cirenmstance, it
can’ hardly be worse than the chaos
reverywhere prevalent to-day. It Is only
 because we have been ncenstomed to
the capltalist system from our child-
‘hood, and because we habitually vell
our perception of things with an Ideo-
logical haze that prevents clear see-
fng, that we can look upon the evils
surrounding us as preferable to the
possible evils attending a Socialist po-
litical revolution. In this, the most fav-
‘ored 6f all lands In material resources,
‘there are, according to Mr. Robert
Hunter's recent investigations, no less
than ten million persons, or onecighth
of the entire population, liviog in a
more or less constant state of poverty.
The prevalling industrial militarism
yenrly entails a greater loss in deaths
and mahaings than was suffered by
all the ‘armles In any year during
the Civil War. Last year the raflroads
alone killed 9084 persons, and wound-
ed some 76,000 more, while the facto-
ries, mills and other workplaces added
an enormous, though uncomputed, sum
to the total casualty list. Throughout'
all the processes of Industry and com-
merce a fleree and unremitting contliet
is waged—a conflict whereln, ns a rule,
every one must strive to get the advan-
tage of hix fellow, wherein the cunning
amd the stroug are victors, and the
wenker or more serupulous are blottxd
out or eliminated. Fraud and graft
“relgn everywhere, and the cerruption
and dehagement of human Hie steadily
proceeds in an inereasing ratio—a di-
rect and inescapable result of the eapi-
tallst system of production. To me at
least, it Is a detinitive: conclusion that
no temporary . inconvenience, no mo-
nrentary evil, not even ntl the tempor-
cary Inconveniences andevils that might
attend a sudden Sochlist victory could
wreak such havoe npomr’a conununity
or.a stite as s now hourly wreaked
by ecapltalism.

But whether one would have this vie
fory now or at some remoter date, he
can effectively coutribute to s coming
only by suppordng a political move.
ment whose avowed purpose s to
strive for it unfalteringly. The vague
efforts along other lues are invariably

cupitalist. polities,  And therefore the
one obvions duty Ilald upon ‘each s
from now on till the final victery to
give his aid and support {o the Social-
ist Party. y

COLLECTIVIST SOCIETY:

Notice to iomtoil. Assogiate Mem-
bers and Contributors to the Collec-
tivist Society.

. The Pablieation Committee, belleving the
paramonnt present duty of all Soclalists to
be the strengthening of the Soclalist Marty,
and beleving the oxtension of the cireula-
tlon of the regular party press to be an im-
portant means to that oend, has decided,
instead of publishing a pamphlet at this
time, to send The Worker for three months,
beginniug with the jssue of Dec, 4, to each
of s 1,500 supportees. "

Your committee hopes that by the thae
of the explration of the subscription, you
will haye found the paper so welcome a
visitor that you will order It sent.to you
for the following year. Fraternally yours,

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE,
The Cpllectivist Boclety.
New York, Dec. 3, 1004 a

TO “REFORM' UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.

There seems to be little doubf that
In leading circles in Germany the idea
of abolishing—or at least “reforming”
-=the universal suffrage for the Releh-
stag exists, That being so, It raises
for the German proletarint the very
vital question what they can do. to
ward off the blow, and the general
strike naturally occurs to any one. A
anited deddsion of the German work-
ers o do no 'work would be a striking

love of fellowship or the 1 for
sacial Justice is intrinsically stronger
than the love of profit or of Individual
advantage, yet the wmaterial interests
of the non-possessing must be its basis,
They MUST be Its basis, If it would
endure und wax strong; for the mere’
sentimentsof philanthropyor of justice
sometimes beld by possessors have but
an intermittent ardor In the face of
economic opposition; they flare up in a
transitory fervor, and as quickly die
out; while the needs and desires of the
mass rewaln forever a constant .and
fundamental motive for the assertion
oL [u rights.

"' Such € moyement alone can warrant
an expectation of Socialist success. It

tration, and ome that certainly
need not give rise to bloodshed If the
masses are only orgunized. It must
be remembered, as the - “Leipziger
Volkszeltung" points ont, that once the
workers were deprived of thelr great
political weapon, the bourgeolsie wonld
not stop there—the right of conlition,
of meeting, free speech, and so forth,
would soon logically follow. The bour-
geoisie would not allow their own

‘question whether lt(b,not better
fighting than to

lost among the bogs and morasses of @

take it lying

© “w - . THE DRAMA.
; N —

A Rovitw and Appfocistion of the First
Produgtions of the Pregressive Stage
Last 'weok The Worker contained a

news Meport of the successful produc-
tion of two one-act Sochilist plays by
the Progressive Btage, n society organ-
ized fof the purpose of producing mod-
ern soelnd dramas of progressive ten-
denéles afid literary merit.

The Progressive Stage Society nui-
bers muny active Socialists among fis]

bership: the founder and: presi-

dent of the Koclety, Jullus Hopp, I8 2

member of ‘the Socialist Party; and

the purpose ‘of the soclety deserves the
enthuslastie’ co-operation of all Socinl-
isty. The surprising success of the
first productions at Carnegie Lydeum,

New York City, Sonday before lust,

should therefore be a matter fur con-

gratulation amung Soclalists, especinl-

Iy as one of thie plays—"“The Scal,” by

Clsa Barker—is the first labor play of

literary merit and dramatic excellence

by a SBociallst anthor In America,

The plays were acted by experfenced
amateurs, dranmtie students and u
number of professionals who are so in
sympathy with the purposes of the so-
clety timt they are willing to freely
glve thelr services untll the soclety hus
achleved ‘sufficient success to warrunt
the regulnr engugenent of s actors,
The acting of “Miger and Soldler” wns
tintshed and 'almost perfect; but “The
‘SBenh™ lowt some of itk power by (-
fective acthig at two vital points in the
part of John, the striking workinzman,
although the play gripped the audience
from start to Nmish, holding the closest
attention and recelving great applause
at the curtain, y ; .

“The Scab' Is not “stagey™ or “the-
atrical™; it is a quiet play, yet of In-
tense drimntic power, aud with n
Mstriking climax; It s compact and
medty, exposing the real nature of
capitalisi’hy ‘& number of remarsably
Incisive pes which are cnlled - forth
naturally By the situation. It not on'y
wlows fhe sitantion Detween Labor
and Capital, but also indicates the out-
coe; It not only preseuts a problem,
but also has a purposc. It shows th»
proletarinn idenl’ of ‘the solidarity of
labor, the idenl of loyalty -to hix
class, whith = the clissconsclous
workingmafi© places  abové  poersonal
conifort '~ amd ties  of 7 Kinship,
above allv other  considerations.

1t is thevefore a play which will be

appreciated’’ by “Cwirkingmen  and
suecred bt by eapltalists: a play which
will arouse the spirit and iutelligene?
of unawakéned workingmen and will
thsittle’ the BdulEebid’ convictions of
middie-clisk conservatives, When the
labor prollesh is on the stage, the
cinks struggle cannot be kept ount of
THE theatre: and IFthik play were pro-
deced hefere o mixed audience, it
woulgd probmibly be hissed from the
boxes by the rieh und vigorously ap-
plunded from the chedp seats in the
gullery.. This play conld receive no
greater tribute than 10 be hissed by n
fashionable audience; for there is no
neutrzl’ “human™ standpoint  in  the
cliass stroggle, there sre only the class
viewpolntf

The scery of *“The Scal’ Is a2’ tohe-
ment home In which live a urll-worker
who i on'strike, his wife nmd“hve
brother, botl - alko oty strike, and o
little daughter. The saffering of tlie
workers suul the eause of their poverty
are hoth shown, in a way that goss to
the bottom of the heart; aud convinens
the mind s well, hy the inuocent ques-
tions of the hungry little child, and by
| e dinlogue that takes place at the
| visits.of the justabiment colector aml
| the Iandlord.' When the father cones
in he tells his wife that the only hope
of winning:the strike Is in the faet
thit the st of the millowner is run-
niag for the legisiature, and the capi’
tadlst might give inin order thget the
votes of the workers as a friend of
Inbor. Into the ‘sceve of want aud
hunger, next comes the wife's brother,
who has been wmissing all’ day, /He
brings an armful of eatables, saying
that he found a dollar in the street.
While they.are eating the meat and
bread which he has brought, the father
sees 0 boblrin In his brother-in-law's
pocket and knows that he has, been
working ju-thé mill, that he has
senbbed. A dramatic scene  ensues,
and the enraged striker drives the scab
brother from the Lhome that he has
disgraced by his treason to his class
and its cause. The husband declares:
*“We want hopest food in this house or
.none,” aud his wife shares his feelings,
and, ngrees that it is better to starve
than to scaly, The sirike is finally won,
the mill-owner giving in, as the striker
vigorously declares, “iu order to make
politicnl capital out of it” The chill,
is told that now the strike Is over they,
will lave supper every day; she asks
her mother If she will continue to go
out u the sunshine with her every day
and teach her her lessons, and when
she 18 told that this cannot be, becnuse.
both mogher and father must go back
to the mill, the little one says: “Then
I don't see why you are so glad.”

The workings of capitalism,.the na-
‘ture of the struggle between Labor'
and Capital, and the spirit of the class-

jlous work 1

{ part of the wife

nouncement of his brotherin-law that
“*We' won the strike” by fafling to
sarcastically e the “we" in
repeating the scab's phrase.
‘..umlhmM-m lg‘{'h:o xeiv.

striker, ex: nt, | n
addition (o the mv?r]nn inentiotied, he
failed to act the scene where the seab
is put out fu a realistic manner, and
this cHmax thus lost sowe -of its
power. In Justice to Mr. Traey. how-
ever, It must be sald that .he was
Bandicapped by severe illness during
reliearsals,  Anne Troop played the
th exquisite art
‘ ncting:™ . 4nd  all
awere charmed bE the wonderful per-
Tormance of | Carline | Carman,
who 18 a professionnl child actress of
extmordinnry ability. Jobn De Per-
sin was cfficient as the scab: Charles
“James made a good landiord; and L.
Aliton Boyle took the part of the col-
lector on very short notiee,

The second play, “Miner and Sol-
dier,” translated from the French of
[Mola Dorian and J. Malafilyde, is also
a strike play, It preseats the contlict
Letween the ideals of patslotism or
wmilitary obedience and Inbor's silidar-
ity. The strikers, driven to despera-
tion, decide to blow up theanine, The
military has heen calied out and the
soldier who I8 stationed to guard the
nwouth of the mine, with strigt orders
not to spenk to anyone, is i young min
who was born amd ralsed ioothat lo-
cality, While he is on gunrd his swest
heart appears, but hé remalus wotlon-
less mud deaf to Ler joy at frset and
her wild grief and fury when she finils
that he will not speak. . Afterwands
the striker who was chogen te blow up
the wine appears and is about to Kkill
the sentinel when he finds to his hor
ror that the soldier is his sop His
Joy at secing his son turus to anzer
when he will not speak and keeps him
from the mine with fixed bayonst.
They stroggle, aud the wother, who
untfinchingly approves - her hushayd's
misslon, even though it may cost his
Ife, then appeals to hin.  He is sl
firmly silent. The father .in Lis rige
then declares that this can be no son
of hix, and tells the mother she must
have been untrue to him with some
binckgumnd,  Thisx at Inst: opens the
soldier'’s mouth in defense of his
aother, e then escapes the dilemman
of his “daty to his country™ and his
feellngs for his parenis, Ly placing
the muzzle of Lis gun o ik mouth
ard pressing the trigger with his foot.
Ratsing herself from her grief over
Qs dead body. the mothey, stroug to
the end though bowed  with sorrow,
tells the father to go to his.duty, and
he. enters ibe aine, as.the curtain
Talls,

“Alipey nud Soldier” contains many
striking lines, in addition te- belng so
powerfully dranyigie.. It iy a play, of
wxtraordinary. merit, but /it I8 to be
regretted that it mnkes viglence and
destreetion of property, which can ae-
complixh nothing, and B therefore al-
amost never uswd now In any organized
way, the weapou of the strikers. . Tola
Srarian, who has long lived in Paris,
was a revolutionist in Russin, and this
probably aecounts for her introdaction
of this terrorist wethod, which is so
unsuitable, unnecessary aud futile in
Ameriea,  Otherwise the play Is en-
tirely suited to American conllitions.

J. H. Greene ns the father, Astolaine
Montgomerle as the mother, Willard
Dunean Howe Gis the son, amd Eda
Bram as the soldier’s sweetheard, all
pliryed thelr parts exceilently. Charles
Jnmes was wonderfully touching and
_thrilling as Grandpa La Fosse, an ol
workingman, choking  with  asthma,
and with “more cold dust than blosd
in my velns,” but still full of the spirit
of revolt. “AS captain of the soldiers,
Arthur St@ry gave an excellent hw-
personatiof of the eynicnl otliclal, con-
soious of the wrongs and hypocrisies
ubont him, but indiffercut and dippant
s0 long as he does not suffer bisedf,
The minor parts were well played. by
Louis Wainwright, John: De Persiu,
K. Milton Boyle, Dua B, Gally, Irador
Lyon, and Gypsy Alcott.” $

When Jultus Hopp started- the I'ro-
gressive State movewment: dast spring
the difficulties to be overcome seemed
almost  insurmountable .aml.  many
thought tiat the attempt was prema-
ture; he has Lrought it to its present
success by sheer force of will and inde-
fatignble energy. Al such movements
owe thelr existence, of course, to the
time and the social conditions, but it
is safe to say that this one would not
have come 16 fruition until several
years later If it had not been for Com-
rade Hopp. we
! The next play to be produced by the
{society wlil probably be Ibsen’'s “En-
jemy of the People.” All inquiries
‘should be addressed to the president,
Julivs Hopp, 208 E. 114th street, New
Nork City.

und “fine “reserv,

/THE ODDS WE OVERCAME IN ITALY.

. Italian correspondents to the “Pet:
te Republique” of Paris and the Vi-
lennn *Arbiter Zeltung" deseribe thetac-
[ties which were used by the “Liberal”
[Goverfiient and its reactiovary allies
ito prevent the Soclalist Party,making
‘any considersble gains at'the sccond,
ilaulloluux on Nov. 13. The bourgeols
‘Republicans, it 1s alleged, generally
voted against us, in spite of their pro-
fessi of friendship, preferring a

are all g

out to an extent that cannot be even
faintly suggested in this bare outline
of the plot. The lnes contain an
amazing number of such points for so
short a play, and all of them come sim-
Jbly and naturally  without being
strained after. The political power of
the working cliss Is suggested by the
anxlety of the capitalist to get thelr
votes; and the Sociallst goal of the la-
Dbor movement is indicated in the few
words of the “some time story” which
the mother tells the little girl in place
of fhe “once upon a time™” story which
she asks for-an Incident in the play

bourgeols hy™10 a proletarian
republic, The influence of the church
was used for all It was worth on be-
half of the government, which, as hay
80 long been pretended, was [ cut.
ing the Papacy. Finally, the govern-
ment officials used corruption, threats,
and actual violence, almost in Peabody
fashion, In some places troops were
called out to terrorize the working
chnss voters. Dead men were voted, as
freely as they are in Philadelplhia. In
South Italy notorious criminals were
releniidd; and licenses to carry arms
were given out to “doubtful charac-
ters” immediately before the elections.

GET BUSY, MR. CAMPBELL.
" WASHINGTON, Dec. G~Represent-
of

A PLAIN SPO

; v Labor
This article, by Benjamin Hanford,:
was printed In The Worker of Mar, 24,
1904 It is again very appropriate, after
the eloction of Nov, 8, 1904, and we re-
produce It without change.—Ed.

- Comrades:—-No soldiers ever fought
mwore valinntly than you lu the cum-
paign of 1000; not once did you lower
your colors or your arm. No soldiers
ever worked more arduously than you;
you totled early and late and ever, No
soldiers_ever made greater sacrifices
than you; you gave all that you had;
none could give more.

You were defeated, and defeated
Lagdly. You may, If it pleases you,
deny it to others, and lie to yotirselves
~but you canot make yourselves be-
lieve It. The vote of the Sccial Demo-
cratic Party’s candidate for president
is nearly three thues that east for the
nominee of the Soclalist Labor Party;
fer governor of New York the eandi-
date of the Soefal Democratic Duity
received ahinost us magy votes as did
the nomince of the Socialist Labur
I'arty, in spite of your advantage In
having legal recognition and the famil
lar name and emblew; aud this was
the first year of the 8. . I in ¢ither
New York state or natienal politics.

Say, if it pleases you, that the 8. D,
I’. vote is not a Soclalist vote—then tell
yourselves what became of the 30,000
votes loet by the 8. L. P, Were they
Socialist votes when the 8. L. I'. had
them, and did they cense to be Socinlist’
votes when the 8. I I got thew? 1f
#o, what kind of Soclallst votes has
the 8. L. I'. been making, and how

. about the 33,000 votes remaining to it?
Are they the same ns the 50,000 that
have gone Lefore, and do you expect
thew'to go the same way?

To those of you who really believe
thnt the Soclalist Labor Party won a
sreat vietory lu the last campaigy I
hnve pothing to say, save to ask them
low wany victorics of that stamp they
think they can stand. But to these
who ean learn by experlence (andl he
who canot Jeurn by experience s a
fool) there % a valuable lesson in the
clection returns. )

If yon are prepared to acknowledge
that the 8. L. I'. was defeated, what
wis the cnuxe?
the stars, unless you look 1o your stag
performer; you need not study astrolo-
2y to find those 50000 lost votes, nor
a clairvoyant; palmisiry might help
you, however, if you would consylt the
hand and the handiwork of your chief
southsayer,

If no fault i to be found with the
wen in the ranks of the Socinlist La-
bor Party army: If they obeyed orders,
which they did; awl fought cournge-
ously, which they did: and still were
defeated, which they were: then, there
being no possible faunit to be found
with the comon soldiers, which there
Is not—then is It npot possible that
something was wrong with the general
of the S, L. P. army and his plan of
action?  Of course,, the thought is
treason for nn 8. L. P. man. But there
are worse erlines than treason,

You common soldlers of the Socialist
Labor Party fought valluntly: of what
worth Is valor to a man who bittters
bis head against a stone wall?  You
worked industriously: what will his In-
dustry aveil a man who pours.water
into n sleve? You sacrificed your all
for a “Dally People,” which-from Hs
first ixsue to Itx last, hax done all that

isne; If & man's contributions are used
to thwart the enuse for which they are
made, how great nmet they he to
nehijeve his purpose?

No fault ean be found with the com-
mon soldlers of the Socialist Labor
arty. The cause for thelr defeat mpst
then be looked for in the general of
that army and his plan of campaign.
‘Ihis Lrings us to Deleon and Deleon-
fsm.  When did the Soclalist Labor
Party thwart his wishes, purpose, or
caprice? Not until July 8, 1800, Then
he clulmed that the oposition was in
a minority. This last election has
demonstrated that he Hed. In Greater
New York, where the Socialist Lalor
Party had the party machine, the oi-
cial emblem, Sprestige,” everything,
the Socinl Democratic Party beats It
the first year it goes to the polls. Those
election figures of last November show
which side was In the majority ‘on
July 8, 1800, DelLecon bad every point
of yantage in his favor, yet at the first
count he is shown to be in a minority,

Then lie told youthat those who op-
posed him were net Socialists, but
were men whe had been in the 8. L. P,
to use that party In the interests of
Tammany; this year these same men,
according to him, are belng backed by
the Republican party. Do you 8. L. )
men reatly think that the 8 D Po was
backed by the Republican party In the
interests of Tammany? Which lie do
you like best? This is the man who, &
short time since, spoke to an audience
in New Haven about an “insult to
their ntelligence,” e was not refer-
rihg to the 8. L. . men present.

He led you to suppose that the Soclal
Democratic Party delegate to the In-
ternational Congress at Paris wonld
not be seated, alleging that Le did not
“come from a Socialist organization;
our delegate was seated, and on the
suestion of attitude toward trade un-
fons the position of the Paris Congress
{s identical witl' that of the American
Social Democratic Party. Thed he told
you that the 8. -D. . would not try to
get on the ballot In New York state
weé did try, nevertheless. Then be told
you that we could not get the signa-
tures, anyway; we got them, neverthe
Jess. Then he told you that the Re-
publicans got'the signatures for us,
after having for a year and a half re-
fterated the assertion that we were n
Tammanylzed gang. But do not be
alarmed; he hag not yet told you that
the Republicans voted for us to help
Bryan, or that the Dethocrats voted
for us to elect McKinley. He las fol-
lowed one lle with another as fast as
he could write them and have 'l‘h’cn;
| printed. And you men in the rauks o

the 8. L. P. haye belleycd theniall,

DeLeon told you that the 8.
would be on the ballot In few
Y the ballot !

D.
il any
n g

You will not find it in |'

a dally paper could do agzainst Sosigl-

P}

To the Common Soldiers in the Ranks of the Socialist
Party. '

the 8, D. P, was nearly three times
thilt of the ¥, L. P. 1s our vote insig-
nificant? If so, In what terms do you
describe the vote of the 8. L, .7

But these lies are nothing. In uddi-
tion to these and many of a similar
nature, he has at every opportunity
matigned and villided, by lunuendo
and direct assertion, every person who
differed from him or disagresd with
his methods. Not only persons, but al-

Bocialistn In America, save only His
“Péople,” wax placed under taboo and
ban.  Acting under his Insplration,
many of the common soldlers In His
Party acted the part of rowdies, rothi-
ans, and blackguards.  Many times
you did your best to break up meet-
Ings of the Social Democrautic Party.
Taking your cue from DeLeon, muny
of you regarded it as a wrongful act
for un 8. L. I" man to read an 8. D, P,
paper; and an 8. L. P, man who spoke
to a member of the 8. D. P, was looked
upon with suspicion,

Does the result please you? Do you
like it?

Your folly In following tactics Iaid
down by a fool or a scoundrel did not
suceewd; such methods never will sue-
ceed. But does the result please you?
Do you wish to reduce your vote still
further? Those of you who like it
stick to it

Some of you must be dissatisfind
with a decreasing vote as a result of
your increased labors. Some of you
must be weary of getting men to join
the 8 L. P. only to have those who
‘are not fools get out or be thrown out
by DeLeon's folly or raseality, Sowe
of you have human intelligence. and
must see that DeLeonlsm tears down
faster than yon can build up,

What bas been your fault? What
should you do?

You have mistaken the meaus for
the end. At first the miser hoards that
he may not starve; then starves that
he may hoard. So you formed a party
to achieve a purpose; and you have
 substituted the party for the purpose,
To you the Soclalist Labor Party has
become of primary, Sociallsm of sec-
romlary importance.  And your leaders
have made the party of all hnportance,

What should you do?

Your first duty should be to with-
draw your support from the 8. L. I
under its present leadership, - Pletty
bard, Isn't 1t7 It took high courage to
join the old 8. L. .. It takes more
cournge to leave a political party thun
It doos to join one, Sowetimes it ix

wmore Important,

At present the Soclalist Labor Party
stands in the way of ‘Rocialism, « De
Lecn knows it. Againg I do not say he
is a capltalist agent. But again I do
eay that, were he a capitalist agent,
he woulil pursue exactly the course
that he does pursue. Oppose the trads
unions. Is the capitalist opposed to
trade unions? Certainly. So is De-
Toon. How Is the best way to fight
trade unions? Organize rival unions
in the ssime trade.  Would the eaplital
ist orgunize rival unlons in the sawe
trade?  Certainly. What does De-
Taeon? With all the power that he has,
with all the backing of the 8. L. P,
whenever and wherever he can, he or-
gatnizes rival trade unions. Would the
capitalist’ llke to' have the Soclalist
movement split?  Certainly. Deleon
split it. But he has left ouly the
smaller portion now.  What will be his
next move? No one can tell.  But De.
F.eon will do anything except unite the
working class or any part of it, trade
untion or otherwise, unorganized or
otherwise, Soclalist or otherwise. De-
Leon Is discord; Deleon Is destroyer;
and, saving clause; DeLeon s def
Whatever he has part {n splits, breaks
up; whether 8. L. ', or . T & L. A,
He feeds on destruction and, lke a
Jackal, fattens on dissolution.

You wen in the ranks of the 8. L. P,
who think you have achleved a glor-
jous victory, who think everything Is
all right, who think DeLeon is the only
mapn In the world who knows what So-
clallsm is, or what tacties should be,
or understands Marx, or taxation, or
trade unions, stick right where you
are.  For those who must worship
something human, a foul smell will
serve us well as anything. * {By the
way, did you ever hear of Marx in the
role of union buster?) But some duy
even you may discover that Socialist
propagands cannot be made with a
club (in the hands of Sociallsts) any
more succetsfully {han real Chrlstian-
ity could make progress by burning
heretios gt the stake, .

To you men in the ranks of the 8. L.
P. who ean think and who dare think,
1 ean’only ask that you tirgt read the
platform of the Saoclal Democratic
Party—not some garbled set of resolu-
tions published o His “People,” but
the whole platform as published in
his paper; If it Is not a Soclalist plat-
form, tell us why not. -Then read a
Soclal Democratie paper once. in a
while, and find ort for yourself wheth-
er or not they are making propaganda
for Soclalism. Learn that If Scelalism
1s not truth, the club and villification
will not make it so. If Sociulism s
truth, it must grow through argument
and reason. not through anathema and
abuse. Don‘t read Social Democratic
Jiterature as a favor to we; do your-
selves that justice.

"In conclusion, as I would have you
leave the 8. L. P. If your judgment
tells you that that party under Its

most the entire English liternture of

present Jeadership follows the wrong
gourse, o I tell you to stay in it and
work with It, if AFTER 8TUDYING -
ALL SIDES, yop think It in the right,
But decide thigguettgs, for yourself,
Better be wrong and’ make up your
own political mind than be right be-
cnuse Jn blind ignorance you blindly
follow some leadyr, good, or bad, grea
or 'small, v
Y REN WANFORD,

PARTY NEWS.
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The state plenfc committee will meet

ot headquurters, 239  Washington

| street, Newark, on Sunday, Dec, 11,
Lp.om,

Courtenay Lemon will lecture In
Newarkon Manday evenlue, Dee. 12,
at Harmony Hall, 653 Broad streot, his
subject Délnz,” 150" We Newd the Cap-
Halist?" « The=lawe lectere wius very
suceessful; the hall was full, shout $4
worth of subseriptions were taken for
The Worker, besides other literature
*old, and Morrls Hillquit's talk was
one that held the, closest attention of
hls audience to the last word,

James M. Rellly will speak at 18
Germwmanta avenne, Jersey City, Friday
evening, Doco. 16, 830 p. m.  All com-
rades are requested to attend.

Pennsylvania.

Courtenny Lemon of New York will
lecture in Philadeiphin ou Sunday af-
ternoon, Dec. 11, & p. m., at Equity
Hall, 1024 Lombard street, His sub-
Ject will be: “Do We Need the Caph
Inlist 7

A loeal of tle Socialist Party has
been formed at Easton. It meets every
Sunday, 3§ P M. in Oldenweller's Hall,
corner  Seventh * and Northampton
streets. All who wish to know what
Socialism stands for are invited to
Join, and thpse who are wirendy So-
cialists -hqgl’l‘.‘i‘ln‘ the organization.

A niceting of the Allegheny County
Agitation. Comunittee will e held at
headquarters, 4  Dinmond Squui't-.
Pittsburg, Sunday, Dee. 10, 2 p, m.

The niembers of the several locals of
the Sociplist. Pasty of IMtsburg are
notified that a city conventlon will be
Leld at 4 Diamond Square, Pittsburg,
Sunday, Dee. 11, 230 p. m., for the
purpose of nowinating a_candidate for
City Comptroller; at the same time the
comrades of the .several wards will
nominate candidates for School Direct-
ors, ’

Within the past four months half a
dozen new locals have been organized
in Allegheny County. The latest is
a Finnish Local, with 48 memlers,

The Seventh and Eighth Ward Lo-
cal of Pittsburg holds public lectures
every Sunday evening at its hendquar-
ters, Franklin and Logan streets,

Local Duquesne is arranging to hold
weekly lectures for eduentional pot-
poses.  Thne and place of meeting will
be announoed later,

Becretary Schwartz, on behalf of
the Soclulist County Counulttee of Al
legheny County; has preferied charges
agninst. the . Election. . Board of the
Third Distriet, Seventh Ward, Plits-
burg, for violation of the election laws,
The hearing has been postponed twice,
but ¥ now scheduled for Tuesday,
Dee. 13,

The Philndelphia eomrndes, inspired
by the Inerease of thelr vate, are ||Iun:
ning an active winter cnmpalzn,  Lee-
tures will be held at headquarters,
1305 Areh street, and every cowmrade
I8 expected to contribute a Hitl: money

2 possible aml o little personal assist.
anee anyhow to muke the winter's
work stecessful.

Massachusotts,

State  Secretary - Putney  adilresses
the Massachusetts comrades fol-
lows: The State Executive Connmnlttes,
at ity meeting of Dee, 3, in view of the
Tnet that many speakers (roi outside
were soliciting from Massachnserts lo-
cals opportunities to lecture, votod that
all spedakers coming in  from other
stites test ask approvid from the Mas-
sachusetts State Exccntive Comuittee,
and that all local clubs engage speak-
ers sent out by the state ofice. The
Executive Cousnittee has engnged Na-
tlonul Organizer M, W. Wilkins of
California for orgnnizing work in Mas-
sirchiusetts, There Iy lmmedinte neces-
sity for a thoreugh work of vrganiza-
tion, reorganization, and strenzthening
of all of the party clubs, and the Ex-
ecutive Connuittee  wishes Comrade
Wilkins to bave the largest opportun-
ity possible for this work. Whke many
others may help somewhat in this di-
rection, we are sure no one is available .
who can do this work for the state as
can Comrdde'Wilkins. Do not waste
lurge sums of money in hiving halls
and paying for a multitude ‘of ~speak-
ers, but first pet right down to a bet-,
ter orgauization of our forces, and
then we shinll be ready for the largest
possible werk of education,

A Soclalist Women's Club has been
organized in Lyan, through the efforts
of Mis¢ Ellen ¥. Wetherell, and Is ex-
pected to do good propaganda work.
Geo, (. Cutzing will speak at Home-
stead Hall, 724 Washington street,
Boston, Sunday, Dee, 11, S p. m. Sub- |
Ject: “Fallacies of the Single Tax."

as

e Whetever we turn the dominant politl.
) Nfe of Amerlea shows the decadende of
bypocrixy.  The diguity of pelitical office
has fdllen so liw that decent men, even
those whq profess the platocratie blas of
Repuliticanisni, can no longer be Induced to
render publle service.—Franklin H., Weat-
worth,

. .TO WOULD-BE

The subzeription pi

months, -
The best way to

der, drawn to

gides together.
1 you are wililng

SUBSCRIBERS.

THE WORKER,
- 134 WILLIAM STREET,
NEW YORK. N.Y.
¢ not convenfent to get money order,
Toaopend twoecent stamps, being earefu!
not to fuld them with thé guniied

rice of The Worker ;

I8 30 cents a yoar, or 25 cents for six

senddl money for a

subseription is by postoffice tnoney or-

to “hustle” for new

sulmeribers, buy a few of eur paid-sub-
.+ scription postal cards—five yearlles for
. 82, five half-yearlles

5
1
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