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Fellow Wealth Prodncers:—

What is a name?:

A name ig a word used to distinguish
persons, things or conditions. We may
s¢¢ two' conical shaped instruments

conveying liguid from a broad mouthed
vessel into the neck of a bottle, they
appear the same, we see them perform-
ing exactly the same functions, how are
we to distingnish them? We may dis-
tinguish them by merely applying a
name to each. The one is a tunnel, the
other a funnel. We may see two sets of
men take seats in the United Statés
Congress, one set in the year 1893, the
5 other in 1897; each seir declares the

other to be rascals, and each seems to
tell the truth. Under the management
of either we see shut-downs of mills
and cht-doyns of wages: they appear
the same, we see them performing ex-
actly the same functions, how are we to

~ distinguish them? We may distinguish

. them by simply applying a name to
cuch, the one are Democrats and the
other Republicans.

While the subject of the recent wage
reduictions in the cotton mills occasions
reference sto the 1wo sets of men who
have alternately displaced each other in
the last four presidential administra-
tions, we do not mean when applying
the names Republican and Democrat to |
separate the two, but merely to dis-
tinguish between two specimens of the
same  element, as Mi. Thomas C.
Brophy, recent Socialist Labor party
candidate for Governor of Massachus-
etts, so aptly put it, “the so-called Dem-
ocrats and so-called Republicans are

- bt two links of & saubage made from
the same capitalist dog,'”

Most 6f the New Hampshire working
people have heard of the sweeping re-
duetion in wages among the textile mill
L operatives, and  many  have felu its

awful ‘effect, but in the light of the

. Mowery promises made by capitadist
o peliticians in the late campaign, and in

B Tt TR L
among the working-class, who among
S them can accept as plausible the ex-
cuses offered by ‘mili managers and
newspapers? i
! If true, the reduction was necessary
© to meet Southern competition, it may
he asked, what is to prevent Southern
mill managers making counter-redue-
tons,, tnereby  re-establishing  their:
former _competitive  relationship “to
Northern mills? :

At this junctare many are apt to
reiich the conclusion ‘that in such an
event the capitalist would simply have
failed to benefit themselves, and at the
same _time  positively injuring  the

cworkers: such a conclusion, however, is

far from being correct.

While it is true sneh reduction eper-
. ates to curtail the purchasing power of
" the mill operatives to buy their’ own
amnd other produets, and to that extent
diminishes the demand for cotton cloth,
it does NOT diminish the PRODUC-
TIVE CAPCITY nor value of plant as
MBASI'REI\ IN LABOR VALUES, hat,
on the contrary, INCREASES IT. 1t is
a fact, fanriliar even to little school
4 ehildven, that to diminish one of the

" terms’ of a proportion, increases the

- relative vulue of the other. Against the

~mill managers the newspapers pour

forth a volume of reproach, to “jolly"
the working class, Intermingled with
‘Mdrolt  (defense of the stockholders
dgalnst  “Southern  competition:” in
eonsequence of this double shuffie the
minds of the wage slaves are mystified
. and diverted from capital's accelerated
- march of appreciation, and inversely,
labor's rapid descent to the limits of
Buman endurance.
“The foilowing table, as prepared from
the U. S. Cenkus Bureau, discloses the
alth production and the rapidity with
hich the working class are sinking:

Workem' - Non-produ
sear. Dollars, share.  cers' share
percent,  pereent,
- 1850  §,000,000,000 621-2.  “871-2
0 16,000,000,000 43 1-3 56 1-4
870 30,000,000.000 322.3- 671-3
1880 48,000,000,000 24 76
490 62.000,000,000 17 83
At this rate of decline, what will the
Verage rute of wages be in 1900 or

n
1910, only twelve years hence? f
By permission of your ballot are yoi
#oing to hand down to your children
®orse conditions than these of which we
tomplain? . It should not escape the
Ratice of the reader that the above table
3 ds over the administration of
- Yarious political parties, all dominated
“bY capitalists who dictate the making
- ®ad uomaking of laws to extend their
_#comomic power. to exploit the wealth
ucer. When the working people be-
‘tome practical they will follow the ex-
suple set by capitalists, and vote for
i " interests; then -only will
] fe8 cease to decline; moreover, the.
L TaEe  system will be abolished ~and
s will no longer keep an arrogant,
‘class in luxury and a humble, in-
us class in want. Among the
. plans offered to escape the in-
ible effects of commercial warfare
the present system comes one
A Boston newspaper, which editor-
gests as a  remedy against
m textile competition, that the
raments of Fall River, New
, LoweH and Manchester might
to “materially reduce mill cor-
taxes” and, continuing, it
sop for favor among the
class, by adding the proviso,
_provided that the mill oper-
. eed m'l'nu cut down in

.mean?

been mentiohed, let us consider 'what
effect - such an economic manoeuvre
would have should the Manchester city
government take such a step:
First—Would a reduction in the tax
levy upon mill property dbolish the tex-

not the mill owners at the expiration of
the vear again be obliged to meet their
Southern competitors? Has Southern
competition sprung into existence since
the campaign of 18967 1f not, why did
textile capitalists systematically coerce
their exploited operatives into voting
for Republican McKinley'and a contin-
pation of the competitive system? |
Second—Manchester must  collect a

nicipal expenses, and, like most other
cities, has a deficit rather than a sur-
plus from its income. Would Man-
chester still need sand upobn the sleet-
covered sidewalks and electric lamps to
light our way at night, or would ice no
longer be slippery and the sun cease to
set by reason of reduced taxes to textile
millionaires?

The facts in the case may be told in a
few simple words. Should such reduc-
tion be made, either some public service
would have to be discontinued to re-
duce expénsges or increase the levy upon
other taxable property to make up the
deficit, in which event the
must raise the rent, or sacrifice a part
of his tncome to the mill corporations.
Reduction or no reduction, labor finally
pays all taxes, and it makes little differ-
ence to him whether it be taken out of
his enveiope at the mill or by the land-
lord when he gets home. A Mayor of
Manchester may say it shall be of stone,
and the mill corporations may say it
shall be of steel, but we are not ready to
believe the intelligence of- Manchester
citizens will permit the consummation
of such a discriminate swindle as eém-
bodied in the tax reduction sclieme.

We should be doing our subject in-
justice ghodld we fail to compare the
rate of wages pald ih New Hampshire
mills to that of labor in general.

the U, 8. Burean of Labor, the average
rate of wages paid in U. S. (including
the South with the North) is $1.08 per
day, In the Manchester City Directory
muay be seen an advertised statement
that the Amoskeag Manuf. Co, employs
8.000 operatives, and has a monthly
pay roll of $150,000; we divide the pay
roll by the number of operatives, and
we find their average monthly earnings
to be $18.75, which, divided by twenty-
six working days, shows their average
daily wages to be 72 cents. Now, com-
pare these wages, $1.0§, the average
thronghont the United States, and a

Amoskeag Co. in their struggle against
the products.of “the cheap labor of the
South." #

Again, it shotld be borne in mind the
$150.000 monthly pay rvoll includes the
fat salaried offieials, which, if deducted,
would reduce the average to 71 cents
per day: nor is this all, it was this 71
cents per day for labor, the richest tex-
tile corporation in America could not
pay. and cut that figure 10 per cent.,
making average wages now 64 cents a
day.

It should he remembered this poor
corpuration is the same one that
erected a $15,000 military fence lust
summer: thus the surplus wrung from
honest labor is hidden by making it
serve the donble purpose of dividend-
vielding capital, and- defense against
attack by their exploited operatives.

Many operatives find consolation in
the reduction being “general,” includ-
ing high salaried officials as well asithe
operative. High officers hold * their
official positions by  virtue of large
shareholdings in the corporation, and,
being such, conclude 100 cents of divi-
dend will buy as much as will a dollar
of salary, and, as the capitalist news-
papers have so fittingly said, “treasur-
ers and superintendents consent will-
ingly.”

Mr. Jay Gould was once asked by a
newspiaper reporter what his politics
were.  Mr. Gould answered: "In; Re-
publican districts 1 am a Republican;
in Democratic districts 1 am a Demo-
crat, and in doubtful distrlets 1 am
doubtful, but in all places and at all
times | am an Erie Railroad man.” In
‘substance what did Mr. Gould's reply
1t meant simply this, that it
made little difference to him whether
his economic powers as 2 capitalist
were extended by Republican or Demo-
cratic mercenaries in legislative, exec-
utive or judicial aathority: that in dis-
tricts  where popular sgentiment was
manifestly against Democrats,  Mn
Gould's money was Republican: that in

oréd Democrats, Mr. Gould’'s money
was Democratic, and that in such dis-
tricts where popular sentiment was so
evenly balanced between Democrats
and Republicans as to render a selec-
tion hazardous, Mr. Gould's money was

to it that in both Republican or Demo-
cratie conventions, reliable servants of
private capitalism were nominated, or
abandened the field altogether, since 1t
has often been found cheaper and
easier to corrupt the judiciary to de-
clare laws unconstitutional than to pur-
chase legislative and executi‘ve powers.
It is said that a citizen of New Hamp-
.ghire (who has certainly not become a
millionaire by making spring water),
contributes in behalf of a railroad cor-
poration $90,000 at each State election
campaign, $60,000 going to the Repub-
licans and $30,000 to the Democrats.
We cannot with accuracy say just how
much wealth legally stolen from the
poor textile workers of New Hamp-
shire I turned over to the capitalist Re-
publican and Democratic political ma-
chines, but we do know that whether in
Democratic or Republican strongholds,
corporation “influence” distdtes the
cholce of candidates in the most popular
party: and that in uncertain districts
the same “influence’ secures a carefully
selected subseryient tool in both Re-
publican and Democratic partles, and
‘with little regard as to who may be
‘electod, then set up'a sham battlé; the
makers fight, the takers win and secure

wages." ‘
In our own State has

" (Continued on Pln ﬁ-)

tile industry of the South? If not, would

given amount each year to defray mu-,

landlord |

According to statistics collected by

places where sentiment evidently fav-.

fn doubt. and in this event, either saw.
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Developnén,t of the **Pure and Simple”
Union in America.

A Ualon Man Who Seeks to Have the ]
Bakery Laws Inforced is by Order of
the Bosses Turoed Down in His Or-
ganization axd Crdered Kicked out by |
& Labor Fakir. : :
CLEVELAND, O., Feb., 9.—The ex-;

perience that is being made here in and

with the Weissmann bakers® union may;
serve to furnish a chapter in the col-3

Jection that THE PEOPLE is making}

under the hedad of “The Development ot}

the Pure and Simple Union in Amer-*
fea."” {

Let me go back a little, It is now}
about two years ago that Waissmann}
alded by a-‘few Anarchists Yinside andj
ontside of the Bakers' Union in this
city, and with the aid also of sv\'erul_‘;

Republican  boodle politicians, manye

aged to get through our Legislature the:

so-called Bakery Law. Everybody
knew at the time that no such special
law was needed, because, if the existing
sanitary ldws of Ohio were enforced,
they would cover all if not more lhnr{
the new law pretended to cover: thig
law, in point of faclt, contained nothing
tnat the sanitary laws did not already
provide for. 8

b,

But that bakery law had to pass;
was needed by the Anarchists a
boodlers Back of it, They did not
at the imprevement of the coundition b!
the bakers; they needed a pretext t
provide for some old hacks among the
worthy “labor leaders.” The bakery |
was simply meant to provide a job for
some fakir or other: the bargain in that
and all such cases being that the cape
italist politician furnishes the job, and
the beneficiary then uges it to make his
union solid for the politician, But all
of this is old; the trick is almost stale;
there wotlld not yet be in all this any»
thing worthy of a place in the collection
of “Developmenis.”” The point 1 waat
to make is another.

The Central Labor Union of this city,
at any rate a controlling majority of I
delegates, being an honorable exception
of such bodies in the land, does net
tolerate boodling in its midst: thos
among it members who would like o
indulge in such sport, find it advisable
to lie low. The delegate of the bnke?‘

et b e mreiibbr 07 the Sodtnlil

Labor party, made up his mind to see to,
it that the bakery law be enforeed, He
gathered around him some reporiers; in
their company he made the rounds of
several bakeries; and there found u
shocking condition of things. The next
day all the papers were full of the mat-
ter.  Simultaneounsly with that, com-
plaints were entered at Columbus, The
result was that the fakir benehelary of
the law, the ex-Anarchist Theodore
Wagner, who got the appointment cf
inspector of bhakeshops, feit constrained
to undertake a tonr of inspection. Now
watch the “tour.” What it was on and
for transpires from what occurred right
after,

A few weeks after the precious
Wagner had been around, Comrade
Hueber undertook o second tour with
his former accompaniment of reporters.
He speedily came across the froits of
Wagner's tour: THE BAKERY BOSSES
REFUSED ADMISSION TO HUEBER,
WITH THE REMARK THAT THE IN-
SPECTOR HAD TOLD THEM THAT
IF ANYBODY CAME AGAIN TO IN-
SPECT  THEIR SHOPS THEY
SHOULD KICK HIM OUT.

Nor did the “Development™ end there.
The election of officers in the union fol-
lowed soon after. Upon the command
of the Dbaker bosses, their  baker
wage slaves REMOVED COMRADE
HUEBER FROM HIS OFFICE THAT
PUT HIM IN CHARGE OF THE
UNION HEADQUARTERS, AND
THAT THEREBY PLACED HIM IN A
POSITION TO ASCERTAIN
WHETHER THE LAW. SAID TO
HAVE BEEN PASSED FOR THE
BENEFIT OF LABOR, WAS OR WAS
NOT ENFORCED!

Thus we see that one of the develop-
ments of the pure and simple union in
America, as illustrated by this union, i3
to be an aid for the bosses to break the
sanitary laws with the connivance of
an Anarchist labor fakir,

At this distance, and with the limited
information received on the subject, ity
{s difficult to form an opinion of the

exact purpose, aim and scope of the new

organization of the workers in England
that the disastrous and disgraceful en-
gineers' strike seems to have given
birth to.

So far as we can judge, the new or-
ganization' seems to proceed from the
recognition of the fact that the labor
movement must combine political unity
with economic unity. .

If this is so, and why should it not?
British soil, that gave birth to the abor-
tion of “pure and simple” unlonism, has
matured to the point of giving birth to
a Socialist Trade & Labor Alliance—
just the same as the ripened intelli-.
gence of the progressive movement in
America did now two years ago.

This new movement will be carefully
watched by us; and, if it is what it
should be, we can foresee the day when
at the national conventions of the two
bodies in America and Eungland, there
will be found mutual delegations of fra-
ternal delegates representing the high-
est intelligence and honor of bona fide
labor organizaiion in the two countries,
—and not that mutual cxchange of
labor fakirs that has recently crossed.
the waters to' and from the so-called

THE MOULDERS.

Bmih of Fresh lir Thrown In Among:
them in Elizabeth. :

Comrade T. A. Hickey, Speaking For
New Trade Unionism, Locks Horns
‘With Martin G. Fox. Speaking for Old
Unionism, and Leaves a Lasting Im-
pression.

5. ELIZABETH; N. J.. Feb. 1.—The

more the Socialist looks into the old

trades union movement the more aston-
ished he becomes at the apathy dis-
played by theé rank and file. Evidences
are to be seen on all sides of the knav-
ish stupidity of the fakir, of his moral
and intellectnal bankruptey, yet the
same old gang of misleaders go on from
vear to year singing the same old songs
that were sung 100 vears ago. Machin-
ery makes inroads into ~thn different
crafts, In the machinists’ business
laborers are taken off the floor and
broken in on the lathes. He learns in
two weeks what an apprentice in the
past used to spend seven years at, Ot
the 232,000 machinists in the United

States only 7.000 are organized. Even

those are in u state of disorganization,

The economic battlefield is strewn with

the remains of machinists’™ organiza-

tions, The biggest union of yhe craft in
the world, the Amalgamated Society ot

Engineers, is defeated, disorganized,

broken up, after a battle lasting many

months. They fought *“capital with
capital” and were whipped. Without
an atom of excuse for existing, their
misleaders go around this country
shouting "Organizessorganize, organ-
ize!” trusting that the workers are
stupid enough to be taken in once more.

As with the machinists. so with the
moulders. Machinery has made great
inroads in their business. Nearly half
the trade is idle. The men are being
turned into tramps, Yet the President
of the Int. Moulders' Union hag learned
nothing, as the following true tule will
show:

Comrade Hickey was invited to speak
before the Moulders' Union of Eliza-
bethpor: last Friday night, Jan, 28. He
whs informed when he got there that
the president of the National Union was
present. We expected that there would
‘be something of a “scrap,” to sa

bt wewere mristaieedr) i

was that the action of the Moulders’
Union No. 80 in Syracuse two weeks
2go casting a straw vote which Ly a
large majority fuvored joining the S. T.
& L. A, -frightened him or the ap-
plause that greeted Comrade Hickey's
presentation of the new trades union-
ists’ position scared him into mildness,
or whatever it muy be, he was as gentle
as a sueking dove,

When our - Comrade concluded the
meeting was thrown open to questions
and debate. There was dead silence
for a moment. and Mr. Fox, seecing that
the old trades’ union position had been
so savagely attacked, and that some
reply was expected of him, rose” and
said:

“Mr. Speaker, why is it that you
slight the trades unions and the work
they are doing? You szay that the trades’
unicns cannoi save the working class.
How is it that you say the trades’ unions
are no good?”

Comrade Hickey replied: “I did not
say all trades' unions are no good. On
the contrary. 1 said that the new trades
unionists will organize, strike and boy-
cott not only 364 days in the year, but
that on the J6Gth day-—election day—
we would again go on strike, the best
strike of all, the only strike that can
really be effective, the strike that will
lead to the capture oi the public powers,
kick out the robber class, and put the
working class in possession of the tools
of preduction that it needs to live by.
But we go further and suy that any
trades union built on any other lines
than these has its foundations built on
sand, has no future, and must go by the
board, as the engiheers’ has gone, as the
spinners and weavers in New Bedford
and Fall River are going: aye, as every
big strike for the past ten years has
gone, The workers, with their 414 per
cent. of economic power, cannot fight
_the capitalist with his 75 per cent; but
politically we are the masters;: there-
fore we must organize politically or
march onwards to more defeats, more
hunger, moré misery. No, sir; we don’t
oppose trades unionism, but we insist
that it shall be organized properly, i. e.,
politically as well as economically.”

A burst of applause followed this
answer. Mr. Fox came back again.
“You say the end of trades unions is
politics. What do you mean by.that?"

Answer—""What I said was ‘that the
final form of the labor movement in this
country, as in all others, must be the
welding together of the working class
into one great political army of emanci-
pation. 1 gave you the reasons for that
statement. You surely will not claim
that the trades unions are eternal—for
all time. Do you not see the workers on
all sides displaced by machinery? Do
you not see the women taking the place
‘of the men, then the cildren taking
the places of the women? In your own
business, the moulders’ business, 75 per
cent. of the men are displaced by the
Bryan machine. In Connecticut the
Eaton Cole & Burnham moulding ma-
chines are now run by girls, displacing
L $2.75 a day union men. What can your
pure and simple union do in the face of
this fact? It can watch itself sink
lower and lower all the time. It can
watch it§ members being turned into
tramps, tramping from town to town,
searching for the job that the machine
is doing. As in the moulding l;nslnen.
so in the machinists’, the printers’,

the ' carpenters’, the textile: work-
ers’, and all others. When you
Know this you must realize

that the term working class must event-
ually become a misnomer. It will really

American Federation of Labor,

‘be the class that wants to work, Knov-.
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ing all tifis, are we not forced to the
conclusion which 1 stated before and
will repeat again, viz,, That the final
form of the labor movement must be
the welding together of the proletariat
into one great political army of emanci-
pation.”

The room shook with applause after
this answer. Mr. - Fox was getting
desperate. Seeing thatde had not a leg
to stand on in debate, he started in
with some fulsome fiattery, as follows:
“Sir. T know that the Socialists are the
most successful and persistent trades
nnion organizers. 1 know they are the
best teachers we have. | know they are
honest. 1 agree with them in every-
thing: but 1 do not like to see the way
in which the trades” union leaders are
attacked and called labor fakirs. I have
never taken part in politics, and if 1
did T would not use my organization's
name. ' But you know how it is in the
excitement of a campaign. ‘The labor
men are in the campaign, and then-—-
(Here Mr. Fox made a significant
motion as if counting out bills, thus ad-
mitting  that the ‘laber men’ were
bribed. ) Now, if yvouSvould not at-
tack the labor leaders T would/like the
Socialists all right.” 3

The union was_ now thoroughly
aroused; every a moved forward to
hear the reply  which was:

“You have stated some truths, sir,
and some things that 1 cannot agree
with. That we are persistent and suce-
cessful organizers of trades unions no
one can deny. That we are educators is
also true. But that we are wrong in our
handling of the lnbor fakir 1 deny. Let
me call your attention to some recent
occurrences in  the labor movement.
You femember when the City of Brook-
lyn was turned into an armed camp in

1895;° you remember how the men
were beaten, clubbed and “bavoneted
into . subjection; you remember how

windows were shot into, and one young
man engaged in  his  occupation of
roofer had his heart blown out on the
roef he was working on. All this, mark
vou, in a strike in which the men were
struggling to have the laws of the State
enforced. Then, sir, we had an oppor-
tunity to wiatch the labor leader; ave,
the labor fakir, {or the echos of the last
shot in that strike had not ceaxed ring-
ing through Brooklyn before Martin G.
Connolly, the K. -of L. leader of that
strike, was appointed to a position in

publican Mayor who had called out the
militia, shot down the men and broken
the strike. But that is fiot all; this man
Connolly was succeeded by another
Master Workman of that district, Pat-

Lrick %"H Collins; 12 days before last elec-
OToT TR T

EPrENTERD At R Cmeenng
called in the interest (7) of ‘organized
labor' for the purpose of booming the
candidacy of a certain Abell, a typical
Republican politician running for As-
sembly in the Twenty-second ward of
Brooklyn: the very next night he pre-
sided at a meeting of trolley men called
by Tom I. Johnson, the notorious
trolley magnate, who was putting up
the campaign funds for Henry George,
the *Jeffersonian Democrat.' Nor does
this finish the story.” The following
day he was sporting a Seth Low button
as large as a small saucer. (Laughter).
Thus we saw this labor leader belong-
ing to three different parties on three
successive days, and the following Sun-
day he was one of the pall bearers at
Henry George's funeral. (Laughter).
1 would only be piling on the agony to
repeat the doings of the Gomperses, the
McBrides, the Anarchist Welssmann
and all the other notorious misleaders
of labor who are standing in the market
walting to be purchased by the highest
bidders. Suffice it to say that this man
Collins is a composite picture of the
whole labor fakir gang. (Applause). We,
‘wicked' New York Socialists, knowing
that the 1.600.000 workingmen who
have been organized in the past, are
plunged into a quagmire of pessimism
owing to the actions of these Judas
Iscariots of the American labor move-
ment. have determined to put new life
into the labor movement, new courage
and hope into our brothers' hearts, and
as a means towards that end WE HAVE
TAKEN THE LABOR FAKIR BY THE
“THROAT. We haveé branded him as a
fraud, and over his prostrate body we
will lead the working class to victory.
(Applause). That very significant
gesture of yours when you spoke of the
excitement of the campalgn gave us a
pantomimic ilinstration of the passage
of money to the labor leaders brands
the whole crowd as traitors to the
working class. It is the blood money
they receive for selling out to the cap-
italist politician. What do they receive
this money for? What but for deceiving
these men sitting around here listening
1o us. It is they. the wealth producers,
who are paying for all, only to be de-
ceived a8 you have admitted. For those
reasons 1 claim we Socialists are per-
fectly right in our handling of the fakir.
Right in raising the banner of revolt
against the traitorous crew.” (Ap-
plause).

The President of the Union asked Mr.
Fox if he had anything more to say, but
with tears in his volce if not in his eyes
he said “NO!"

Thus ended Comrade Hickey's debate
with the National President of the
Moulders' Union of America. A few
brief remarks and I will close. They
shall be directed to the moulders them-
selves. ¥

‘Members of the I. M. U,, what are you
going to do about it? Your President is
probably as honest/as an ignoramus can
be. He has stated that he would not
use the name of his organization for
political purposes. Let us give him
credit for that. But with the introduc-
tion of labor saving machinery in your
‘craft, the Bryan machine displacing 75
per cent. of the skilled moulders; the
Eaton Cole & Burnham machine, just
introduced, to be run by girls, displacs
ing $2.75 a day union men entirely; the
«lefeats that have fallen on your organ-
ization whenever you tried resistance to
the boss. the increasing number of men
thrown fdle through these very ma-
chines, does it not show you as clear as
the noonday sun that organized as you

“Continued on Pags 41

Raymond Street Jail by the same Re-.
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Concerted Capalst st
DisiranchiseWorkers.

Under the pretence of “purifying the
primaries” or “‘cancuses,” the capitalist
class is now husy in several States in n
scheme to circumvent the franebise in
the workers' hands. A direct and open
mwove to strike the bhallot off the work-
ingman’s hands would be fought, they

know. Their plan, therefore, is to
reach thelRLobject in a round-about
way. Thisothey are trying =

“primasyg-reforms.” They fear:
proaching force of the Party of

and, knowing that without the secr

of the bdllot, iarge numbers of workers
would not dare to vote, they are plan-
ning a primary system which makes
compulsory the open declaration of any
oue participating in it. If these con-
templated “reforms” become law, the
secrecy ol the ballot is destroyed at the
very source of the ballot-—the primary,
and no independent party of .labor is
then likely. The workers will then, it
is expected, be forced to choose between .
the capitalist candidates.

That this effort Is put forth just at
this time is certainly significant. The
attitude of the working class is every-
thing but reassuring to the capitalist
plunderers. At every election they have
to bribe a whole lot of labor fakirs to
keep the workers in line; and they don't
succeed very well. The “primary” or
“eauens” reform laws are to do awaw
with the necessity of bribing the Gom-
perses, ete,, and to make surer the re-
sult of barring the workers from the
hustings, where they are gathering
more and more threateningly,

In this State similar laws are under
contemplation. The conspiracy seems
to have reached greater maturity ip
Ohio. In view thercof the Ohlo State
Committee of the Sociallet Labor party
has issued broadcast a leaflet Lo the
liberty-loving citizens of Ohlo stating:

“Greeting:—Under the gulse of estab-
lishing a system whereby the caucuses
of the various political parties shall he
held on the same day, Representativi
Clifford, of Cuyahogn, has Iotrodueed
bill, known as H. B. No. 6, which s o
direct blow at the secret ballot. It is
‘one of the- >
ever introduced in a legislative body,
and jf enacted into law would make it
next to impossible to place an Inde-
pendent ticket upon (he official ballot.

“After providing that the cancuses of
the political parties shall be held on the
same day, not later than 20 days nor X
carlier than 30 days before the spring
clection and four months prier to fall
clections, the bhill provides that In reg-
istering the voter shall declare his
party affiliations, the same to be placed
upon the books for reference. Separate
ballots and separate boxes, as well as
separate -polling books, are necessary
for the caucus elections for nomina-
tion. In anothek section It provides
that a voter having declared hls party
affiliation, and his name appearing
upon a petition to place another ticket
in the field, the same shall not be
counted.

“It must be apparent to all that with
such law wupon theé statute books it
would be impossible to exercise the
right of suffrage untrammeled, Plutoe-
racy could at all times control the two
dominant purties in its interests and to
further its ends, nnd the only weapon
of a distracted people—the  ballot—
could not be independently used. The
tools and servants of arrogant capital
could swing the lash and the dispos-
seasell wage slaves would be unable to
strike at the ballot box for their eman-
cipation.

“*We therefore appeal to you, fellow
toilers and citizens, to raise your volces
against this vicious attempt to rob you
of your constitutional right, the exer-
cise of unrestricted suffrage, and call
upon you to demand of the representa-
tives of your respective districts the
defeat of this measure, H. B. No. 6.

“Fellow workers, on guard! Your
enemies are at work to deliver you po-
litically into the hands of your exploit-
ers. Speak aloud, and in no uncertain
tones, that you disparage this attempt
to deprive you of your privilege to n
free ballot, before it Is too late,

“Kindly apprise us of the action you
have taken.

“The State Committee of the Socialist
Labor party,

9015 Professor st., Cleveland, 0.”
“P. C. CHRISTIANSEN, Secy.,
This appeal is accompanled by the
following resolutions that the commit-
tee also asks to be signed by organized
bodies of iabor and sent to the Legis-

lature without delay:

'“RESOLVED, That we, officers ard
members of the above organization, em-
phatically protest against the passage
of House Bill No. §, introduced by Rep-
resentative Clifford, of Cuyahoga. We
believe that this bill is gotten up for
the purpose of disfranchising many of
our citizens who are not affillated with
the two dominant parties, and we warn
the fair-minded people that this is an
underhand attempt to Interfere with a
free ballot.

“RESOLVED, That we demand of the
Legislature of Ohio to retain the elec-
tion law in its present form, the re-
strictions being sufficient to prevent
abuses.” |

Sam Jones says:

“1 think the horse thief has a license
to preach to the saloon man.” i
_.To which we.add: ! !

“And both horse thief and saloon
:“b:rh::dl:gl,'m to preach to the
abor-gr . prostitution-! i
drunkenness-inciting Prohibition

italists dnd land-sharks.
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‘the sun was up, they were soorshed;

and brought forth frult, some a

_total to 55,673, instead of 74150,

“law and approximately mature in judg-

 found time and profit in putting in good
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 THE PEOPLE.
Fublisbed at 14 William Street, New York,
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TERMS TO SUBSCRIBERS

Subacription Trial, onemonth..... .10

Al far as possthls, rejested communications
will be returned if so desired and stanips are
- Entered as second-class matter at the New
York, N. Y., Post oftice, on April 6th, 1891,
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VOTE IN THE UNITED

55,623

A sower went forth to sow:

'And when he sowed, ;

Some seeds fell by the way side,
and the fowls came and devoured
them up: .

Some fell uponstony places. where
they had not much earth: and forth~
with they sprung up, because they
had no deepness of earth: and when

and because they had no root, they
withered away;

‘And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns sprung up, and choked
them; !

But other fell into good ground,

hundredfold, some sixtyfold, som
thirtyfold. | '
i Matthew, XIII, 3-8,

We yield with thig Issue to the pres-
sire from several Comrades in Michi-
van and clsewhere to change the total
vote for 1807 at the head of this column
Ly adding to it the Gubernatorial vote
of Michigan. This railses last year's

The claim of these Comrades is
correct.  Althongh the total iz com-
puted on the November votes, State
elections, ©ven if not in November, are-
of sufficient importance to be recog-
nized. Michigan and Rhode Island ure
in this respect 'slmil:\rly situated,

THE ?AQCE AT WILKESBARRE,

For over a week dispatches have been
appearing in the public press giving an
acepunt of the “trial” of Sheriff Martin.
These dispatches would be funny, were
not the subject-matter the tru:‘ir one it
is. and ‘were they nol a sympiom of
futire “Hazieton" seenes, to be fol-
lowed by similar Wilkesbarre farces,

No one approximately informed npon

ment can fail to see through the thin
disguisa of “Law  and  Order” with
which the Hazleton butcher is leing
cloaked.  The thing may be called a
*ereial’ In fact it s a farce. G

But how else should it be?

In the first place, the indictment is
only nominally against Sheriff Martin:
it i3 really against the capitalist crim-
‘inals of Luzerne County, that set him
up to the crime, and against the whole
capitalist class of the land that applaud-
“ed the wholesale murder commitied by
him. Sheriff Martin in the prisoner’s
dock represents not himself alone: he
represents the whole capitalist (-l:l.s;e.--
Should they and' their political and
legal lackeys not put ail the energy
“they can into the adding of insult to the
shades of the murdered miners?  Can
4 man be blamed for trying to free his
neck from the noose he deserves? -

In the second piace, the legal lackeys
of the capitalist class in Luzerne County
" have authority to perpetuate the second
crime they are now enacting, and that
will speak Sheriff Martin  free; that
i authority they have from a class of men
whom the credulons miners have set up
in authovity—the Ratchfords.: Fahys
and who not--a gang of stupid and cor-
rupt labor fakirs, who, in convention
assembled, carefully abstained from
even touching upon the Hazleton
tragedy, much less denouncing it, but

words for the ‘“philanthropic mine
owners” who gave them credentials to
£0 abont “collecting moneys™ for what?,
for the strikers? No, to pay themselves
their own salaries and run bills!

Look at it any way one wants, the
farce of a trial now going on in Wilkes-
‘barre is a theme for u fragedy, a sub-
Jeet for a’painter--depicting the setting
sun of Capitalism in a blaze of blood-
red and sulphurous clonds.

gold  Democrats, stiver Demo- 4
in

v The !
crats, Bryan-Williams .Democrats.
short the whole Democratic outfit in
the Massachusetts  Legislature  has
again this year voted for the Repub-
Hean cauens nominees and on Speaker
House and  President of the
Senate. To those who are not aware
that the Democratic party in that State
has always been-for many years--a
tall to the Republican end of the cap- -
ftalist push, it might be seem that their
course in this respect’ was in apprecia-
Afon of Bro, MeKinley, Bimetalist, and
Bro: Hanna, buy-votist.

-

John F. Shechan, a prominent mem-
ber of the American Federation  of
‘Labor aud member of the House from
Holyoke, was a candidate for leader of
the House—Chairman of the Deio-
eratic | caneus—but  the  Democratic
members, after deliberating on  the
matter for two days, decided not to
elect any one, probably concluding that
the Republican lender on the floor as

good enough tor them. Besides that
arrangement leaves each Democratic
member free to make the best terms he
can for a share in*the flesh pots that

| are annually distributed at the State

House—it is'a reward given the Demo-
cratic members each year on condition
that théy make no serious *“‘kick™
againet. Republican arrangements and
legislation.

If the apostles of “profit sharing” as
a solution of the Social Question have
any sense, which is very doubtful, they
wili go hide their diminished heads in
the nearest  ash-barrel accessible to
“them, Just ag soon as they are informed

of the latést exhibition in ‘'profit
sharing” by John Wanamakes,
On the 4th instant  this  “profit

sharer” shared his dividends with his
5.400 employees in his  Philadelphia
store,  We are told by the wondering
press that the large sum of §17,442- was
thus distribnted.—If we go no further,
Jit. would appear that the average
amount each of these 5,300 wage slaves
received was the glorious sum of $3!!

But there is more in this: The “part-
ners’ of John have no way to verify the
books: and. what ig more, they have no
sav in the percentage that  their
“shares” shall. amount to. .John. ac-
cordingly. is making hundreds of thou-
sandg, and, as he may please, he may
drop ernmbs among his slaves as their
“shares.” :

For a solution of the wage slavery
problem,. “profit sharing” takes the
cake and the pie. :

- POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

The Cleveland, 0., “Wire Trades’ Re-
view” is one of the several trade jour-
nals that is breaking with the fead
past of dry-rot unionism and turning
its face squarely to the vigorons New
Trade Unionist moyement. Comment-
ing upon the folly of “non-partisan’
politics  that has  hitherto prevailed
among the workingmen and the neces-
sity of turnir i over a new leaf, it says:

*“This can only be done by burning
the old political bridge behind us. ' What
have the old parties ta offer! What can
they do for us? Nothing! Why? Be-
cause they are owned by the very cliss
who are opposei to the workers getting
the full product of their labor, Do the
workers think that the class of people
who applaud the action at Hazleton,
Homestead, Chicago. Hocking Valley.
Buffalo and the W, V. coal mines will
do anything for them? If they do. keep
on veting 4s vou have been, and they
will shoot youn down by the hundreds,
instead of twenties, and they ouzht to.
The ballot is the seal of approval, and
to vote for a class that has for vears ex-
ploited us shows thyt we like it and we
ougint to have more of it. But we are
responsible for the nation’s unborn. we
have & mission to fill, & couniry to don-
quer for the toilors. We need to wake
up, stand by our unions, stand by a
sc-conscions party, that of the work-

Even capitalist papers are beginning
acenstom their owls’ eyes to the

to
bright light of Socinlism, and begin-

ning to “see.” The Springficld, Mass.,
“Republican,” for instance, lets off this
flier:

“Thirty-one manufacturers of mat-
tresses in the central West have been
getting together ‘to regulate prices’ and
reduce  ‘harsh  ‘competition.” In the
same  day’s ‘news appeared accounts.
also of an edge-t00l combination, an
iron-founders’ combination and a
whisky-distillery combination—all for
the purpose of killing competition.
That is also the purpese of Socialismg
The .only difference between these
trust-makers and the Socialists is that
the former would suppress competition
for the profit of the few, and the latter
would suppress it for the profit of all.
It would not be hard to choose between
the two,"

While giving all due credit to this
outburst, let it not fool anybody. 1t is
habitual with capitalist organs to bait
their hook with a truth, hoping thereby
to eateh the voter's confidence and then
- his vote. Neverthelesg, these baits are
frequently of a quality that corrodes
the hook, and renders it wseless. This
may be the case with the Republiean.”

The following correspondence on the
late election in York, taken from the
London, Eng., “Labor Leader,” sounds
peculiarly green:

The Liberals to-day sit in sackecloth
and ashes—the result of their own folly
and bad judgment.  Sir  Christopher
Furness has gone to the wall by the
hand, voice and pen of the Independent
Labor party., The local I. L. P. of York
is small compared with the electorate,
but when eleven votes place a candi-
date in Parliament a local I. L. P.. with
a voling strength’ of twenty, has tre-
mendous power. Had the Liberal party
chosen: an ordinary orthodox wealthy
Liberal and n non-federated employer
us their candidate, the 1. L. P. would
have remained neutral, and in all prob-
ability he would have gone in at the
head of the poll, but they willed other-
wise, and they have got their reward.

Sir  Christopher Furness and  his
party and Col. .Dyer and his party-—
identical parties—may understand that
i it be war to the Knife sociaily, with
the capitalist and  his shop gates
against the workman and his stomach,
it is and shall be the same politically.
It Liberalism and federated capital arve
to fight together, labor is justified in
making it possible.that -they die to-
gether. :

Every workman in every constituency
must henceforth have access to a com-
plete list of federated* employers, he
must sink his party politics for labor
politics, ‘and municipally or politically
he must wage war against any candi-
date who is a federated employer seek-
ing representative honors and give him
his mittimus, as  Yorkshiremen have
given Sir Christopher Furness his.

: g FRED HAMMILL.

In this letter there is nothing to justity
the belief (in fact, everything to the
contrary) that either the man who
Wwrote, or the paper that publishes it,
‘has learped the combined lesson taught
by the pelitical tacties of “pure. and
simple™ trade unionism. and the lesson
~of the lnbor movement, Two funda-
mental ' errors, born of *pure and

simpledom,” underlie the letter:

First-—The error that fault lies with
the individual capitalist, and the fight'
must be waged against him.—So long
as this error holds good, the labor
movement will wear ‘itself out in use-
less, hopeless struggles, The fault Jies
with the class, not with the indiyid-
ual capitalist. Knock down the indi-
vidual and his system survives. It is
the capitalist class that must be warred
against, i )

Second—The error that by “killing”
politically an obnoxious hoss is in itself
progress.—So long as this error hoids
zood, the political efforts of the wopk-
ers will move in a vicions cirele. To
give the “mittimus” to one capitalist
by exalting another, is a policy of self--
deception,  The act of -dismissing ope
calls in anotheér member of the cap-
italist olass, upon the capitalist plat-
form. The capitalist class could want
nothing better than that: it would re-
main in power forever: all it would
have to do, in order to secure the elec-
tion of one of iis men and thereby the
pPI'pNVIluliﬂn of its own system, wowd

'he to see to it that, among the capitalist

candidates €t up, there always be one
thoraighly hated by the workers: these,
then. following the principle involvad
in the above letter, would rush to the
support of the other capitalist .candi-
(ldiv 80 as 1o SP('HI’"" vengeance on the
hated.one: and the end of the story
wonld be that they remain enthralled.

The labor movement can not be suc-
cessful nn'lvss intelligently conducted.
Veageance, individual véageance, is
stupid: it gains nothing whatever. Theé
time, suggested’ by the letter, to be
spent in ascertaining the INDIVIDUAL
NAMES of certain bosses is time
wasted, Full time should be (lovote.xl to
the understanding of the PLATFORM
on which all capitalist candidates
stand: that once understood. they will
all be' found hoestile to’ the working-,
class; and then all the workers' efforts
showld be expended for the election of a
labor candidate standing squarely on,
the platform that demands the abolition
of the system of wage slavery, the un-
conditional surrender of the capitalist’
class,

The only “mittimus” worth giving is
the “mittimus™ that flings from power
cach and every capitalist candidate,

A very graphic illpstration of the pot
calling the kettle black is furnished by
the following passage from the New
York “Sun.” charging the New York
“Herald” with being bribed by Spain:

“In forming an opinion about the
nlterior motives *of the New York
“Herald's” present activity against the
Caban patriots, American’ editors ‘who
might otherwise blush for their country
and their profession  must remember
that Mr. James Gordon Bennett is now
practically a  Parisian, and that his
journaliste methods and ideas of jour-
nalistic ethics are Parisian, and not
American,”

If any “"blushing" is going on among
other capitalist papers it is on the
ground of their not having succeeded in
getting themselves bribed for one side
or the other, as the "Herald” and “Sun™
have,

A Socialist of North Berwick, Me.,
managed to get the “Daily Democrat™ ot
his town to insert,the following item
under the heading *Socialism  Will
Abolish Classes':

“The only class that stands face to
face with the capitalists to-day is the
wage-earning class. It alone is the
true  revolutionary ‘class. The other
classes decay and finally disappear in
the face of modern industry, the wage
laborer being the special and essential
product, The lower-middle class, the
small manufacturer. the shopkeeper,
the artisan, the “Populist,” ail these
fight against the .capitalist to save.
themselves from extinction as fractions
of the middle class, They are there-
fore not revolutionary, but conserv-
ative, nay more, they are reactionary.
for they try to roll back the wheels of

" history.

“If in the course of events they are
revolutionary, they are so only in view,
of their impending transfer into the
ranks of the wage laborers. They do
not defend their real present or future
interests. When, in the course of de-
velopment, class shall have disappeared
and all production shall have been con-
centrated in the hands of a vast associa-
‘tion of the whole nation.. the public
power will lose its political character.
Political ‘power, properly so-called, is
merely the organized power of one class
for oppressing another. If the wage
laborers, during their contest with the
capitalists, are compelled by the force
of circumstances to organize themselves
as a class, and if, by means of a revolu-
tion, they make themselves the ruling
class, and, as such, sweep away by force
the *old conditions of production, they
will then, along with these conditions,

- have swept away the conditions for the

existance of class antagonism and of
classes generally, and will thereby have
abolished their own supremacy as a
class. In place of the old capitalist so-
ciety, with its classes and ‘¢lass an-
tagonisms, we shall have an association
in which the free development of each
is the condition for the free develop-
ment of all. i i
“Think for yourselves, fellow toilers.
and aceept the truth as revealed by the
strongest light of reason and logic, for
the truth of Socialism shall make us
free through the ballots of the Sdeialist
Labor party.” f
One may imagine the surprise of the
readers of that town at such unwonted

information. ) 1

The Johnston, R. I, “Beacon” fur-
nishes the following directions to thoi
who may need them: /

"At last accounts the Co-operative
Commonwealth of the Social Democracy
of America was reposing securely be-
hind the massive brow of one Eugene

THE MODERK CHAIPHASES
AT WORE.

The Rev. Dr, Elwood Worcester, D.D.,
is the shepherd of the Protestant Epis-
copal sheep of 8t, Stephen’s, in Phila-
delphia. This gentleman occasionally
permits his light to shine in dark places
—a8 he did the other night when he de-
livered an address at the Trocadero
Theatre, where Sunday evening divine
services, with | vandeville accompani-
ments, are kindly provided by St. John
Wanamaker and’ other Christian cap-
italists for the benefit of the ungodly
multitude who have become rather shy
of the undiluted orthodoxy of St. Dives,

L] - s

Fashions change. even among sheep
herds, Some time back it was custom-
ary with a certain strain of divines to
assert that the rules and regulations of
the universe were divinely arranged for
the universal good. and that if there
were any poverty and misery in the
world it was due solely to unteachable
ignorance, lack of ambition, laziness,
and other symptoms of ornery, low-
down, inborn meanness on the part of
the poverty-stricken and miserable,

This doetrine gradually fell-into what
Grover the Good to Himself would call
desuetude, It is seldom heard now ex-
cept in Gospel missions located in the
delirium tremens districts of cur great
centres of art and culture. While | am
not certain as to the cause of its de-
eline, 1 hardly feel able to dismiss the
idea that it may be due to the faet that
poverty has since bLecome permitiently
fashionable among a large class of
people who would feel somewhat morti-
fied to have their lack of financial
standing attributed . either to .their
feeble mental powers or to that tired
feeling and general cussedness.

= L -

It is a curious fact that the chgnged
position of these clerical minds was a
step or two nearer to the recognition of
popular ideas,.or, as they were cailed,
popuiar misconceptions. The pedigrees
of certain rich men.sceming to justify
at least a watchful suspicion of the
whole capitalist class, many gentiemen
of the cloth felt directed to lose no time
in pointing out the indispensable use-
fulness of this class and the absolnte
dependence of the rest of s serfibs
upen them. ‘They were the lights of the
world, and likewise the salt of the
earth. They were the combined brain
and energy of the race, and the fraits
of their labor and self-sacrifice wonld.
with the blessing of God, be enjoyed by
all mankind, The whole cosgjc scheme
would become inextricably tangled up
were it not for the heaveniy-endowed
directing minds of these great captains
of industry and commodores of ¢om-
merce,  Indeed, so all-embracing were
the beneficent activities of these gentry
repnted to be that many  people of
normal vision were unable 10 seg any-
thing left for Divine Providence to at-
Jend. _to--uynless, maybe. the English
s sparrows,

L - .

But this view of things—while widely
accepted at one time and very popular
among those who feit themselves pre-
destined future capitalists—izs fading
fast away. It is being rapidly rejocted,
Two reasons may he igned therefor,
One is that there not encugh
seasons in the year,.

The society column of the “Daily

are

Buneo,” for instance, will contain the

news that “Captain Porkingham, whose
industrial and cammercial interests in
this community are so many and varied.
is recruiting  his hehlth in  Europe,
where he will spend the spring.” In a
month or two the same journal imparts
the information that “Captain Porking-
ham, our eminent fellow-citizen, is con-
valescing in his yacht off the Scotiish:
coast, where he will spend the sum-
mer.”  Along about the dog-days this
item appears: “Captain Porkingham,
our public-spirited fellow-townsman,
will witness the approaching nuptials
of his danghter Mary Ellen and Count
Syphiliski at Paris, after which he will
visit the Canadian woods, where he will
spend the fall.” And still later, we are
told that "Captain Porkingham' is at ‘his
Florida home for the winter; where he
will enjoy a much-needed rest.”

Putting these several paragraphs to-
gether. many who formerly considered
the captain one of the main guys of
business begin to wonder. Not having
at their command the resources of met-
aphysical mathematics, they are at a
loss to place the season when the cap-
tain gets down to the alleged brain-ex-
hausting and nerve-shattering work of
directing and managing his many and
varied interests. Finally, and despite
the industrious dust-throwing of the
captain's clerical and journalistic
friends, the conundrum is given up,
and with it the notion that he and his
class are anything but fat-headed para-
sites,  And while those who have
reached this conclusion have not, as
yet, extended it to include the dust-
throwers aforesaid, old Leaden-headed
Logic, whose eyves grow brighter with
the vears, may be depended upon to
take them Kkindly by the hand and lead
them on.

The other reason for the decadence of
this second view has been hinted. The
trade of fortune-telling has not always
been | monopolized by gypsies and
seventh daughters. Many clergymen
and journalists have made it an im-

portant and lucrative part of their rep-

ertoire. Hosts of people ‘have been at
once comforted and sustained by
beautifully worded recipes for opulence
and predictions that the Father of us
all had picked them out for a hog's
share of the pie. Having paid spot cash
for these life charts, and having fol-
lowed them to the letter, they feel that
all their industry, thrift, perseverance,
foresight, ingenuity, Iving, thieving,
bankruptey and arson should have en-
titled them to something richer than a
celluloid collar and a linen duster. As
they stand around on their uppers and
look ‘'into the future as revealed by that
unimpeachable wizard, Modern Produc-
tion, they lose their relish for fairy
stories, they feel imposed upon, and
they baven't confidence in their once-
beloved oracles any‘ more.
5 - L]

The rise of these two schools of

V. Debs somewhere in the vicinity of
Chicago.” Bl ,

skeptics has necessitated a change of

mind 1,800 years back.)

shortly be able to take

tactice once more, and this new po-
sition was the one taken by Dr. Wor-
cester in his sermon at'the Trocadero.
It is a safer position than those for-
merly gecupled. . While it is not eulo-
gistic of the rich, they can have no
serious objection to it, and, as for the
poor, it does not needlessly offend, and
at the same time keeps them guessing.

Taking for his text, "“For unto, every
one that hath shall .be given, and he
shall have abundance. but from him
that hath not shall be taken away even
that which he hath,” ke clergyvman
seemed to feel that he must apologize
for this saying of Jesus, as he declared
that it “was not what He desired in the
kingidom of God., but what He actually
found in the world at' His coming.

(Parenthetically I may remark that this j

strikingly shows the advantages of a
theological semindary course,  Oue be-
comes acquainted not only with what
Gad is going to think in the future, but
aigo with the operations of the Divine
Tracing the
operations of this law in the temporal
and financial world-—he  called it a
“law''—the doctor frankly admitted
that it was rather tongh on the pos-
sessor of anly one talent. bhut it could
not be helped, It was a “law of nature,”
as indicated in the parable of which his
text was a part, that the owner of the
talents  would cventually get hold of
and confiseate the poor man's one
talent. The speaker, of course, left it
to his andience fo infer that, as it was
a law of nature, there was absolutely no
nse kicking about it, laws of nature
having a habit of declaring themselves
constitutional whenever and wherever
an attempt is made to dodge therm.

In arder. however, that the poor fools
before him might make no mistake in
applying the instruction they had re-
ceived, Dr. Worcester continned ) It is
hardly necessary for me to call your
attention to the widespread and grows-
ing discontent of the less favored
classes, revealed here by an ynusnal
and appalling number of suicides, and
there by elaborate Socialistic schemes
to eviude the hardships of existence, or
again by the more radical method of
the Anarchisgt, who hurls his death-
dealing bomb agninst the whole social
structure, At hottom their quarrel with
the world is only against that very law
of nature we have been considering.” «

Dr. Worcester must have a mighty
poor epinion of the Creator.

God, according to the doctor, has not
only established as a law of nature
what is a clear case of confiscation, but,
as Architect. of the Universe, He also
made a bad mistake in his ealenlations
and estimates, This the reverend
gentleman showed by pointing out that
one of the great evils of the worlil was
our “constant tendency to  increase
faster than the means for a fair sub-
sistence increase.”

. . .

I have never been able to understand
these laws of gature, or rather say, 1 do
not understand what some other people
understand when they are talking
about them. It iy queer that at 8:30 p.
m. a eclergywan will prove bevowd a
doubt that a certain thing is a fixed and
unchangealile “law of nature,” and at 9
o'clock proceed to work himself into a
sweat and worry himself into a decline
for fear that poor, ignoranut, bow-legged
and near-sighted humagity will get to-
gether and repeal it. The confidence at
the earlier hour and the anxiety later do

‘not appear to coincide exactly, as it

were.  For my own part, I have never
talked myself. hoarse trying to per-
snade people that they can't fall up in
the air,

L] L] *

But it may be-that God is not such a
bateh as the preacher would have us
balieve, Di. Winchester will he kind
enough to blow his nose and cast his
congecrated eye over the following:

“This is a billion-dollar conntry. The
exports for the calendar yoar 1847 were
valued at $1,099,129,519.  What is still

‘more satisfactory is that they exceeded

the imports by $356,498.664, which sum
goes to the eredit side of Unele Sam's
balance sheet,” - Philadelphia Ledger.

The facts are not as stated exactly,
but the above will serve for a few re-
marks. Unele Sam hag no sum on the
credit side of his balance sheet (there
was 2 very able-hodied deficit there
until a few moments ago), nor does he
do any business of any nature, Neither
is it a fact that his “business men'
have any such sum as indicated on the
credit side of their collective balance
sheets.  International commerce is not
run “on tick.” There is nothing to bhe
paid; everything is balanced up to date,
The sum stated as excess of exports
over imports, $356,498,664—much over
a million dollars for every working day
in the year-—represents that many dol-
lars worth of the products of labor (not
preaching)—wheat, corn, beef, pork and
all the bounties of nature and honest
toil—out of which, through such “laws
of nature” as wage slavery, rent, in-
terest and profit, the American people
have been piundered by European cap-
italists, in cahoots with good and
patriotic American  statesmen  and
business men. That .is what it rep-
resents,

And  when, after having been
swindled out of the abundant neces-
saries of life, the ery of distress goes
up from the victimized, Dr. Worcester,
with a bribe in his pocket, jauntily
steps upon the platform and puts the
blame on God. It is a house to a hen-
coop that the American people will
: the correct
measure of such ordained liars as the
reverend docter. In fact, it is a law of
nature that they should. 8. L. P.

Philadelphia, Feb. 8.

The repert of Secretary Robert W.
Hebbard to the State Board of Charities
brings out the fact that most of these
institutions are what every sensible
man knows, to wit, institutions, not of
charity for the yictims of this inhuman
social system, but fnstitutions in which
the wrongdoers themselves are given a
chance to be charitable o themselves.

One of the points contained in the re-
port is that these institiutions juggle
with their financial reports in such a
way as to conceal the fact that a large
proportion of their expenditures go to
salaries. One of these institutions, for
instance, reports an annual expenditure
of $11,000 for salaries when in fruth it
spent in salaries $160,000. And S0 with
others, ; | "

tities, Address all orders to
: Y. LABO!

Brother Jonathan—What wonde
progress Secialism i making!
Uncle Sam- No doubt it is, .
B. J--Did vou read what Father
Thomas J. IMicey, of St. Leo's C i
Rk hueet,

1. 8. (with indifference)—1 have,

B. J.— And don’t you call that a sign
of great progress when even the min.
isters. who usually lag behind, come
ont as Soecialists?

U, S ~If any of them does, | weunld
say o much the better for him, and j¢
would indeed be a sign of Progress,
But 1 know none such.

B. J.~What! Not even Ducey?

U, .5-=Not ¢ven Ducey, .

B. J.—Yon surprise me! Why, he
says ‘ :

1. S-~Well, what does he say? LB

B. J.-He speaks against “corrupts |
capitalists,” . against  “monopolies® " |

against “millionaires,”

U. S.--1s Senator Teller or Stewarta
Socialist? !
). J.~-Guess not! i

U. S.—~You are quite sure of that?

B. J.—1 am. Why, they favored
invagion of Chicago by the Feders
troops to break the railway strike: they
favor the shooting down of thelr
niiners; they favor the disfranchise
ment of the workers. ‘Those men are
not Socialists,

U. S.~And have vou never heard
them inveigh against the “corrupt cap-
italists.” against “monopolies,” against
“millionaires™? :

B. J. (hesitatingly)—Yes; they have
tlone that.

U, S.—Just ag Ducey?

B, J.-Coming to think of it, yes, just
as Ducey. ’

1. S.—~A horse has legs, has he not,
four of them?

B. J.—Yes.

U. S.—And a crocodile, has he any
legs? 1 ;

B. J.—Yes. .

U, S.—~How many?

B. J.—Four. ’

U, S.—Just as many legs as the horée?

B. J.—Just as many. 3

b And would you conclude that,
because a horse has four legs and a
crocodile has  four legs, thereforen |
crocodile is a horse? =

B. J.—Why, no!

U. S.—For two things to be equal,
they, must be equal in more thén one. |
particular, eh? They must be abse
lutely equal, eh?

B. J.—They should be, '
< U, S.—Now, apply this simple reason-
ing to your elaim that Ducey is a So-'

elalist  because “he inveighs against’
teorrupt capitalists,” ete., and what do
you get?

B, J—It strikes me my reasoning
was not straight.

1. S.-—Guess not, The  Tellers,
Stewarts, ete,, likewise inveigh against
“corrupt capitalists,” ete., and you ad-
mit they are not Socialists. 1t follows
that Lucey’s inveighing against “cor-
rupt capitalists” i not enough to
Justify the belief that he is a Soclalist.

3. J.—That's so. ‘Lut neithisr Teller,
nor Stewart, nor any of that {1k says he
s a Soeialist.  Ducey does, though.

. S.~You go ask Father Ducey
whether he considers a man a Catholie
if the man simply says he iy one,

B. J.—1 don’t need to ask him that.

U, S.—He will tell yon, won't he, that
the name “Catholic” has an established
significance; the significance is derived
from the organization that has upheld
and that represents it in the world's
eye, won't he?

B, J.—Of course, and that is right.

U. S.—Consequently, he and you must
admit that the significance of the word
“Socialist” must be taken from that
international organization that by 8
propaganda and vote has upheld and
pushed forth the word Sociallsm. :

B. J.—1 admit that. :

U. §.—Consequently Ducey is a Soclal-
ist only if he accepts the fundamental
principle that the great crganized Bo-
cialist movement stands for.

B, J.—I'll grant that, too.

U. S—Now, that principle is that
human freedom is not possible while
the system of wage slavery lasts; that  ©
the capitalist system of private owner- = =
ship of the land on and the tool with
which to work, is the upholder of
human and industrial slavery; conse
quently that the capitalist system with
its svstem of wage slavery must
abolished, and can be abolished only b¥  *
the collective ownership of the land
and the tool with which to work. That
is Socialist principle. Have you ever
heard Father Ducey say that? 7

B, J.—Nao. : 1

U. 8-—~No more than Teller orf
Stewart?

B. J.—No; but he may mean it.

U. S.—Very well; you go and ask
him to say so in public and to put it
over his signature, Then come back
and I'll talk further on this subject.
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The pamphlet “Erin’s Hope,” with an
appendix, containing a call of the Irish
Socialist Republican party to the work-
ing class Irish of America and a call of
the National Executive Committee, B.
L. P., to our Irish fellow workers, is now
ready, and orders can be filled at short
notice, ] : wh

Price for single copies 5 cents. Dis-
count to dealers and for larger quab-
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“(Continued.)

1t may well bé doubted that anywhere, at any time, a campaign was con-
ducted with more vigor and devotion than were displayed hy the Belgian So-
cialists, night and day, during the four months immediately preceding that
‘memorable election day. Over four thousand meetings were held, two miilion
pamphlets were sold or given away. * For each great trade or occupation 2
" ypecial leafler was printéd and carefully disteibuted.  BExtin. editions of‘ the
party papers were likewige abundantly used in the work of propaganda. Car-
pled by lis own enthnsiagm every militant hecame a speaker. an apostle--per-
Loekance, also, a martyn, for many a time the Lloody garments and prostrate form
of & Socialist agitator testified to the strengihi of ignorant prejudice or vap:
. fradistic gargument, !
ot in order to comprehend the full import of the result, the political ont-
louk ot the heginning of the campaign shoulil he considered.
There were fonr parties in the field, each essentially representative of a
class, namely: Fl Sy
1-The CONSERVATIVES—or Clericals—representing the roval court,
the aristofracy and the clergy, all cherishing the remembrance of fendalism,
and aiming not only at the preservation of such fendal institutions as had sur-
vived the revolutionary upheavals of a century bat atsthe re-establishment of
others, In o far, at least, as modern conditions of industry might permit;
2-The DOCTRINAIRES, representing the higher stratum of the capitalist
clags, or plntocracy, which aimed at the control of government for the purpose

-

ot extending its economie privileges: g
| 4=-The PROGRIZSSISTS. representing people of the middle ¢lass, a num-
her of whom aspired to greater wealth and were,  therefore,  doctrinaires in
emliryo, although, in common with .theis less ambitions feliows, they sought

for the vregent® to check the legisiative granting of further privileges to either

aof the two upper closges, ‘

4—The SOCIALISTS-—ar Labor party—representing, as yet 'that portion
only of the proletariat, or manuil and intellectual working class, which it had
sueceeded in awakening to the stubborn fact of the class struggle and in en-
lightening on the naiure of its class interests, :
" The Conservative was still a powerful party, owing somewhat to the
numerous bureaucracy and retinue In its. public @nd private dependence, but
more largely to the widespread influence of the clergy, which was, paramount

"in the rural distrigts as well as in many cireles, high and low, of the urban

population. Its importance at the polls was furthermore increased by the fact

that all its prominent members were entitled 1o three votes each, while many

of the officials and landowners attached to it were each equal in voting power

10 two vitizens of the common sort,

The Doctrinaire was certainly the weakest party in number and in votes,
C put its economic power was great and enabled its leaders to command recog-
nition on the part of the middle class and its astute politicians, .

The Progressists had no doubt of their ability to carry the  day. The
plural vote seemed to be in thelr favor. on account of the large number of
middle class men who owned enough property to be counted double at the
. ballot box. This, in itself, was a sufficient explanation of their treachery to

the people fn the Constituent Assembly.  Yet they took credit, as a party. for
the opposition that some of them had made “to the strangling of n_mivorhu!
suffrage pure and simple on‘the 11th of April, 1893, and still more credit for the
position they took in hurrying the passage of  the. Nyssens constitutional
amendment seven days later, claiming that otherwise much proletarian blood
might have been shed without even securing as much as the plural suffrage.
Passing lightly over the 4‘hungevol heart manifesied by a pumber of them in
voting with the Conservatives against the interests of “the populace” despite
the pledges contained in their party platform. they pleadgd cirenmstances, pub-
lic order, ete.y and grandiloquently prm;lnlmed that an essential ‘condition of
parlinmentpry freedom and personal liberty was that  each  representatiye
should esteem his consclence above pariy pledges and party diseipline. But
they proudly pointed to two of their ablest leaders, Janson and Feron, who had
earned the title of “half-Sacialists™ by their declaration that some time in the
far future Collectivism wonld be the established social! form, In their opinion.
then, they were fairly entitled to the votes of all wage-workers, includirg the
Socialists, who would commit the mistake of their life if they placed candidates
in opposition fo the Progressist candidates,  Of courge they looked upon the
Socialists ns powerful agitators but bad politicians, who took no account ot
the fickleness of the populace, of its “natural admiration” for self-made men,
such as the Progressist politicians were, of itz “instinctive submission™ to lib-
eral persons of means who professed to sympathize,with the poor, and of its
readiness to be content with “one thingat a time” ever so little, in order to
‘enjoy some improvement of life hefore the emaciated carcass of its generation
had been consigned to eternal oblivion in the Potter’s Field and its sinful sounl
to eternal damnation in the other world. i

Notwithstanding their assurance of success, and to make success doubly
sure, the Progressists, therefore, made overtures to the Socialist leaders. They

were naturaily liberal, and on this occagion in particular they would ghow |

their liberality, or liberalism, to the utmost limits of practicalress. So liberal
{“ were they, in fact; so ready to-sacrifice themselves for the public welfare and
™ “aereby relegate to the region of faney any dreamy  of  conseyyative victory,
o that they were at the same time, but secretly. negotiating for a fusion with
the Doctrinaires, The Soclalists heard what they had to say.

In substance the Progressists’ argument and proposition were as follows:
“The question wag settled as far as anything mortal was liable to settlement,
The pext Parlfament would be under Progressist.control.  The labor question
woutld be pushed to the front. Many reforms would be introduced.  The So-
cialists wonld be wreated handsomely,  For instance, in the eity of Brossels,
which was entitled to 20 seas in Parliament, the Pregressists wonld only take
8 for themselves; they wonld let the Daetrinaires have 8 also, and they. would
“give the Socialists 4, Surely the Socialists would jump at this opportunity
of entering Parlinment and making the echoes of the chamber shout tor the
Social revolition,  They could not, at any rate, appeni’ to take the risk of
causing by their indepondence.a conservative trinmph although  there  was
actuatly no such risk, 1t would ruin’ them in the publie opinion. It would be
the end of their career. The Progressists themselves—aye, the most progyes-
sive of them wounld have to abandon the noble cause of Socialism.  What a
set-hack for social progress! And suppose, after all, that every ceftainty to
the contrary notwithstanding, the Conservatives  shonlit  win.  How many
sacks of ashes wonld, the Socialists have to empty on their own guilty
heads!”

Well, the stubborn Socinlists, regardless of ashes and of risks and of pro-
letarian flekleness and of chamber echoes, caring only for the right. bent upon
achieving all at once and-at no distant day the emancipation of the proletariat,
rejected indignantly the Progressist proposition and went on, as we siaw, 1o
the battde field with their anbonnded faith for armor.and their great cause for
sledge-hammer,

And now as to the result.

The Progressists were annihilated,
B deputies, S of wham had frankly accepted the Socialist
mediate demnnds and were running in cortain districts “of
where the Labor party had no candidates, |

The Socialists polled 345,959 votes and elected 29 deputfes, namely, 9 out-
right on the 14th of October, 19 on the day of the second hallot a week later,
and 1 to replace at Liege their comyade L. Defuisseaux, who ‘had also been
elected nt Mons.© i

The official returns showed as follows the number of votes cast for Sovial-
ist candidates in each of the 21 electoral divisions where the party was suf-

In the whole conntry they elected only
programme of im-
Liege amd Namur

ficiently organized to place tickets in the field: »

Brussels .. Mong: . oo R b 44,360

Nivelles .. Tadennl ek, ol i R ) b

Louvain ... F N R e i G 036
i Antwerp ...... Soignies: (. .Luii el ] u;,s_u:»
i Malines ... ...... LBl e e G e SRS 1 1

Bruges ... s (G e R TRy

Courtral: i, .. NEEN TN i e B TR S 15,086

Ghent ,..... Thuln: o

8t. Nicholas . i Waremme

IANORY Namuz ...

.....

i b o 1 BRI §
The following divisions were those i
elected: 4 .

S R e i i B IMong: RN 6
o Ly A N Aaaa 4 Namur 1
T e S S 3 Thuin . 1
Charlerol .., .... .00 e 5 7Y

)0 )7 ) I R A AR D I it R R it

tive party, A sudden end .was thus put to anti-clerical hypocrisy and progres-
slst false pretense. The conflict was henceforth between the united forees of
privilege and the dispossessed masses, ) 4
Of course the Congérvatives had an overwhelming majority in the new I alj-
lament; a greater majority than they ever had before or than ‘they had n-‘
pected 1o ever get. But their satisfaction was by no means as great as umin‘
Buccess. They feared the new enemy they had to meet. They realized that the
‘parliamentary debates would no longer be a mere oratorical tournament; that
_eorrupt schiemes and disgraceful acts conld no longer be hidden under the
el of political compromise; that while they could Iargely outvote their
epponents on every guestion, they would be lashed most, mercilessly with the
whip of truth before the whole country: that. in short, there was lightning in
“comparatively small Soclalist clond which hung over the chamber, and
t. wheriever it strnck. there would be a roar of thunder all over the land.
But so0 it was, and it could not be helped.  In the words of an American
esident, it was “not a theory but u condition.” How to et out of"it was the
'-' +in réply to which the gov;rnmenl gdent:y whispered in the long ears
rilamentary majority, "By brazen audacity.’”
Tlr:‘ne:l nhvc!o’;'al lfw :ppued‘ only to parliamentary eléctions. Under
law the number of yotes cast was about T.800,000, or considerably ““”l";
Awice the number of actual voters who had to be at least 25 years o ‘l
fummng e‘ex‘tﬁin‘-t:ondi:{ouq of resl;iehm., eu;. <Iet:|‘(;t::r law remained
be passed for munjcipal and communal (or town) ¢ ;
vote already ;nnlie‘g ”‘lhe Socialists in October, 1894, showed plainly that
tthe game condition re adopted for the municipal as for the nlrllnmfln:-
Ity elections, diswdvantageous as the plural system already was to the Social-
yot these would get by the mere force of their numbers the absolute con-

of Important cities, such as Brussels, Ghent, Charleroi, Mons, Solgnies,

At ke e Jdate munat roeeive an absolute majority of the
a0 T ettt Aot the Contest 1t letween The (w0 cavdulates who presiousl

4 the largent unmber of yotes.

On the second ballot the terrified middle class' passed over 1o the Conserva-.

“An analysis of

Liége, Verviers and Namur, and also of many towns of less magnitude. The
government was determined to prevent, if possible, such a “‘calamity.” There-
fore the Cabinet introduced a bill, in Parliament, which was promptly passed,
ngt. however, before it had been characteristically branded by Anseele, of
Ghent, as the “Law of the Four Infamles.” for the following reasons:

1.—~The voting nge was raised 10 30 vears: which decreased the number
of wage working voters in a far greater proportion than it did the number of

- other peoplie entitled to the franchise,owing to the much higher mortality of
the former than of the latter. Besides,&n immense majority of the Socialists
were men Letween the ages of 21 and 30. Socialism, indeed, as we see it to-
day.1s essentially a movement of the present geéneration, althongh it  was
fathered by a comparatively few of the preceding one.

g The required time of local residence was raised to 3 veurs: a condition
which in these duys of growing unsteadiness of employment at any one place,
wik cquivalent to a wholesale disfranchisement of the wage workers,

4. The establishment of 4 clusses of voters. according to property qualifi-
cations, instead of the three already established by the parliamentary election
haw,

4~ The gramting of 4 votes to each member of the richest class,
Agiin the question of ordering a general strike eame before the general
couneil of the party. The indignation was intense and the masses were no
doubt readier than they had yet been for self-sacrifice.  But, for this very
reason, every memhber of the conncil and of the Socialist parliamentary dele-
gation, more considerate of his fellows than of his own popularity, determined
tn wait until an opportunity had béen afforded to the public sentiment of mani-
festing itself more pacifically, though not less strongly. £

And this opportunity came almost instantly. Two seats in the Chamber
hecame vacant by the death of their incumbents, one at Ostend. the other at
Thuin. In the Ostend disirict the Socialists were so weak in 1894 that they had
been unable to place a ticket in the field.  Now, however, they nominated a
candidate and carried on a vigorous campaign, causing a substantial loss of
votes to conservatives and liberals alike, and upsetting all previous political
conditions, At Thuin. in 1894, they had cast 11,106 votes and elected one can-
didate.  Théy now contested the vacaht seat and obtained at the first ballot
15,111 votes. against 16,083 cast for the clericals and 9.460 for the doctruinaires.
At the second ballot, a few days later, against the combination of liberals, doc-

trinaires and. conservatives, their l:{;mlhlmo- failed of election by only 24
votes, receiving 22,185 as against 22.209given to his opponent, The significance

of this remarkable progress was the greater as Thuin was chiefly an agricul-
tural distriet, . i :

The parliamentary forces of conservatism did not, however, heed these
popular warnings. which. on the contrary, acted upon them as incentives to
further reaction. Relying upon the high clergy for moral aid of the most
effective sort in combating Socialism, they now proposed to turn over to the
cduentional institutions of the church, as subsidies, a large portion of the public
school budget. They did not see that they could thus gain nothing and lose
much, The high clergy had long bean acquired to them, and it was safe to say

" that under any e¢irenmstances it would remain faithful to the conservative
cause. 1t was not for the lack of means or of privileges that it had found itself
unable to arrest the growth of Saocialist sentiment., In the lower clergy, di-
rectly issued from the proletariat, there were diready many signs of sympathy
with the economic aims and political tactics of the Socialit movement. On the
other hand, any attempt to cripple the public school system would. naturally
create an intense discatisfaction among the teachers, who constituted a large
intelligent and influential body of men, spread, like the church itself, over the
whole, country.  The result conld easily be foreseen by any .one not so hope-
lessly blind as a conservative parliament. Many schoolmasters openly be-
came Socialists, and formed a federation directly afliliated with the*party. The
panty itself, ihrough its general council; issned a stirring address to the people,
calling for a great demonstration at Brussels in favor of religious freedom and
non=sectarian schools. ~ One hundred thousand men responded. They came
from all parts of the conntry,.  All in“vain; the objectionable law was passed,

The year 1845 was also marked by a number of local strikes unprocedented
in magnitnde and bitterness, Some at least of these occurrences contributed
to extend and fortify the economic or trade union organizations of the party,
It was actually in that vear that the “lock-out’” made its first appearance in
Belginm, and in the official words of the general council at the national con-
gress of Charleroi in April, 1896, “it did more for the party than any campaign
of propaganda had yet done.” [t certainly developed and intensified through-
out Belgium the feeling of class solidarity. This lock-out took place in an iron-
works of Ghent. It lasted three months. It not only resulted in a substantial
victory for the employees, but brought into the Socialist unlon nine-tenths of
the iron workers of that city. Moreover, its effect was strongly felt in many
other trades of Ghent, such as the textile workers, the wood-workers, the
builders, ete., whose aggregate union membership rose in nine months from
2400 to 9500, - At the same time a Socialist mutual help organization, known
‘as the Moyson lLeague, and numbering many women, attainegs a membership
of 12,452, Progress in the same direction was general in all the manufactur-
ing conters.

Thus reinforeed on all sides by constant accessions of wage workers dis-
gusted beyond endurance with the growing despotism of the ruling clagses in
the politienl and cconomic fields, the'Socialists met again the enemy ut the
polls en the 17th of November, 1895. These were the first ppmmunal elections
inder the new law passed for the especial purpose of plucing niunicipal affairs
beyond the reach of Socialists by advancing from 25 to 20 years the voting age
in this class of elections, giving phoperty owners as many as 4 votes each, and
exacting among other voting qualifications sueh a length of residence as to dis-
franchise a large proportion of the wage-working and  necessarily shifting
“populace.”  The odds were stupendous, ¢

The whole number of communes in Belgium is a little over 2,000, a ma-
Jority of which are essentially agricuitural.  The party was able to put up
candidites in only 567: but these comprised most of the manufacturing centers.

Despite all the obstacles just mentioned, the party obtained representation
in 288 communes, thirty of which were towns of over 15,000 inhabitants, It
carvicd an o absolute mojority of the seats in 78 Couancils,  In Brussels, Ghent,
Licge and the other great comimunes, pumbering altogether 763,000 inhabit-
ants, the seats were equally dividéd between the Clerieals, the Liberals and the
Socialists,

The government had miserably failed to stem the tide with its logislative
Iroomistick.  Flushed with victory the Socialists did not rest one moment
upon their lanrels,  Legislative elections were to be held in one hali of the
parliamentary districts on Joly 5, 1896, Among these distriets wére some in
which the party was weakest and. even entively unorganized. An overwhelm-
ing majority of the urban population was evidently now acquired to the party.
I'orther progress depended in great measure upon its ability to gain a foot-
Lold in the rural eitadels of conservatism. A special plan of agitation was de-
vised for-the purpose, and the campaign was immediately entered upon with
ineradible activity.  Every Sunday numbers of villages were visited by elty
comrades in family parties apparently bent upon recreation, Acquaintances
were struck with the peasants, Socialist songs were sung, leaflets distributed,
and areangements finally. made for agitation mectings.  When at last the
bhurgomasters undertook to forbid open-air assemblages it was too late; there
was glways an inn or a barn or a walled inclosure within which the speaker
conld hold forth if driven out of the publie thoroughfare, amd his sudience was
the larger for the excitement caused by official interference,  True, ‘the mect-
ings were not always peaceful,  Conservative men, men of peace, morality,
order and property were apt to resent with insults; and even with blows, any
suggestion that all was not peaceful, orderly, moral and legitimate in a system
that made property the reward of idleness.  Any such disturbance, however,
opened more widely the eyes of the poor peasant or farm laborer, warmed
his proletarian blood, made him class conscions, and in numberless ways
served the cause of Socialism, g

Higher still the waye mounted. Tn 1884, of the parlinmentary districts
where elections had again to be held in 1896 the party had carried only one--
namely, in Namur, where Defnet, associate editor of the Brussels *Peuple.”
had been elected by a majority of 3.600. In 1806, Defnet was re-elected by a
still larger majority, and, while no new seat was gained, the Socialist vote
increased enormously, as is shown by the following figures: :

1894, 1896, Increase,

Brussels 40,000 - 71000 31,000
Nivelles 6,300 19900 13,400
Antwerp 4,800 9.000 4.200
Bruges 500 8.000 7,500
Courtrai 2,600 11,800 8,200
Louvain - 5,000 18.000 + 13,000
Namur (majorities) ....... 3,600 5,000 1,400
1611 G o e SR SRl Sieice 1,900 1,900
3 S R s 31.300 2,300
Roulers g 3,300 3.300
)01y R e S R e 14,900 14,900
Phitppecille: el i A ST P ; 6,700 6,700
] sy e R A S b uieainas sin-sianiuri 04,000 172,800 108,800

No Socialist candidates were running in 18 in the districts of Ostend,
Ypres, Roulers, Dinant and Philippeville, In 1896, as appears from the above
table, these districts cast over 30.000 Sozialist votes. The Dinant territory is
extensive and almost entirely deprived of railways. The Soclialists carried on
there a remarkable campaign, meeting at every step violent opposition organ-
ized by the clergy—which before their appearance had an entire control of the
population—yvet finally getting 15,000 votes for their candidates.

It may also be observed that with a vote of 71.000 the Socialists did not
elect one candidate in the districts of Brussels. The Clericals carried every
seal. The Liberals, who two vears before had hypocritically professed  so
much sympathy for the Socialists and so . much hatred for the “common
enemy,” now ran dummy candidates, certain of defeat, for the sole purpose of
preveniing a Socialist triumph, They only delayed it. and succeeded in this
at the cost of their own existence as a party. :

Again, in considering the result the plural vote must be borne in mind.
The 71.000 Socialist votes cast in Brussels, for instance, represent probably a
majority of the voters of that city, poor men, having only one vote each:
whereas the Clericals have each from 2 to 3 votes, and their majority at the
polls no doubt represents a minority of the voting population. If this and
other considerations be extended to the whole country it seems safe to say
that in 1896 the Socialists of all ages, voting and non-voting, numbered very
nearly if not quite one-half of the men over 21 years old. - ‘

Since then the movement has developed enormously. At the 13th annual
congress of the party, held at Ghent on the 18th and 19th of April, 1897, there
were 508 delegates representing 489 organizations of all sorts—trade federa-
tions, political clubs, educational institutions. mutual benefit societies, co-
operative associations, ete.—all, of course, affiliated to the party, and nearly all
created by it: each being, within its particular sphere, an active organ of this
great organism, the workings of which (including especially the part acted in’
it by the co-operative associations) are considered elsewhere in a separate
monograph. In two days this rkable congress, imbued “with a spirit of
proletarian solidarity that lef: nc room for fundamental differences on any

subject, settled more questions than could hayve been disposed of in two years -
by a middle class parliament, constantly hampered and frequently paralyzed
by conflicting interests.  Almost entirely composed of those despised, “ig-
norant” wage workers, that the employing class deems unfit to manage any
public or private business, it gayve the couniry an unexampled spectacle of prac-
tical ability, and in the aggressive measures it took for further advance along
“ the wholr line of battle displayed a nerception of detail, a comprehension of

integrality. and an accuracy of aim that sent a shiver through the rotten back-

bone of capiralism,

pending in Belgium. © We shall see_

As we close this chapter a parliamentary election is im-

The End,

PARTY NEWS.

Actlvity of Militant Soclalists rast, West
North and South,

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY.
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—Secretary
Henry Kulin, 1s4 Willium street, N, Y.
NATIONAL BOARD OF APPEALS — Secretary
ll‘t‘ul:{:z, Handiow, 143 Champlain St., Cleve-
nd, O. g

National Executive Committee.

Comrade Teche presided at the méet-
ing held Feb. 8th.  Absent Stahl and
Matchett with; and Bennett without
excuse.  The financial report for the
week ending Feb, 5th showed receipts
to, have been® $18.15;  expenditures,
$88.97; deficit, $60.82,

Keinard and (arless reported about
their respective sgitation tours. Re-
ports are also received from New Bed-
ford, where our Sections try their ut-
most to fructify the sithation created
by the strike. They say that their
funds are nearly exhausted, and ask
for the publication of a call for aid,
Resolved to publish the call and ap-
propriate $25 for the agitation in New
Bedford. Section Rutland reported that
they will enter the municipal c¢am-
paign; the Section being weak, they
ask for a loan, which was granted.

Section St. Louis reported the ex-
pulsion of lLouis Kober for joining the
S. D, ;

Charters were granted. to-new Sec-
tions in Burlington, Vt., and Florence
and La Junta, Colo,

L. A. MALKIEL, Rec. Secy,

General Agitation Fund,
Previously acknowledged: ....." $360.15

Mrs, Ida Klein, Portsmouth, Va. 90
Martin Doehnert, Pueblo, Col. 8
Arbeiter Liedertafel, Meriden,

Conn,, per R, Thomas ........ 415

P APONE e R e

HENRY KUHN, Secy.

Appeal From New Bedford.

NEW BEDFORD, Jan, 31.—Com-
rades, Greeting:—In view of the present
industrial erisis in this city, a great
many or most of the Comrades of our
party will ask: What is New Bedford
doing so a8 to turn the opportunity pre-
sented to them on to something ol a
more tangible and lasting benefit?

The first week of the strike we had
Carless and his illustrated lecture. We
hired City Hall and filled it with 800
listeners, whose appreciation was mani-
fested by spontancous outbursts of ap-
plause and by three rousing cheers for
the S. L. P. We also distributed about
1.000 leafletd and PREOPLES and also
sold a number of Socinlist works,

The second week we had Comrade
James P, Reid, Providence; another
full honse and an even more enthusi-
astie meeting, and an extra call upon
our literary resources,
gaining in CLASS-CONSCIOUS PRO-
LETARIANS over into  membership
with us, . *

This is the first day of the third week
of the €trike, and we expeer o Comradg
from Lynn, probably Malloney, hut one
sure, 1o speak in City Hall, and from
the results of the previons meetings we
look with more than confidence into the
future of the 8, L. P. movement in New
Hedford.,

At our weekly Section meeting, Sun-
day, Jan, 30, we decided to issue an
appeal to our Comrades throughout the
land to aid us finaucially to enable us
to earry ont the propaganda which the
opportunity not only affords bhut de-
mands. 1 do not” want to forget the
German Section.  All that is done is
done by our joint Sections, amd we work
harmoniously. I am pleased and
spurred on to further effort in Lehalf of
the canse as a result.

Will the Nat, Ex. Committes take up
this great opportunity and make an
appeal throughout the party for aid of
all kinds, . e, literature, speakers,
finances, 8o as to enable us while we
are on strike to strike with hand and
hammer some telling blows?

The present industrial crisis reveals
weak spots; let the Hammer descend in
true S, L. P. mauner and emphasis,
thus dealing a number of blows which
may hasten the shattering of King Cap-
ital's throne, The cause of Socialism in
New Bedford just now is the cause of
the nation. Here is our greatest oppor-
tunity: our local funds are fast dimin-
ishing: who will help? The field is
white unto harvest.

‘We have sufficient funds to enable us
to keep this agitation going until help
shall reach us. But more agitation
would be better, so now in conclusion
let the Nat. Ex. Committee take charge
of the ma.er.

Finally, this is not a sudden out-
burst of enthusiasm with us; it is the
product of self-evident reasoning. It
has spontaneously forced us to take
action such as this. S, L. P, buttons
are common; discussions on Soclalism
and the S. L. P. are to be heard all

over.
JAMES T. HANCOCK,
474 Coggeshall st.. New Bedford, Mass.

DOCUNENTS FOR FUTURE HISTORY.

Section Greater New York, S. L. P, and
the Socialiat Co-operative Publish-
ing Association.

BOC. 1

At the regular session of the General
Committee of Section Greater New
York, held at the N. Y. Labor Lyceum,
Jan, 29, 1898, the following resolutions
were offered by the National Secretary,
Delegate Henry Kuhn, from the 27th
Ward, Branch 1, Borough of Brooklyn;
and were unanimously adopted:

“*WHEREAS, The Socialist Co-Oper-
ative Publishing Association, a body
charged with the guardianship -of our

two national organs.. namely, THE

PEOPLE and the “Vorwarts,” and also
publishing a daily paper, the “New
Yorker Volks-Zeitung,” which serves
as the local organ of the party; and
“WHEREAS, The said Association
has at its last general meeting, held

‘Friday, Jan. 28, 1898, elected as a mem-

‘ber of its Board of Directors one Rudolf
Modest, a notorious enemy of ‘the So-
clalist Labor party, a cloge friend of

We are steadily .

Anarchist fakir Henry Welssmann, and
o the pure and  simple  fakir Dan
farris: and who, on the very night of
his ¢lection, an the Hoor of the Associa-
tion, advocated tolerance towards the
Anarchists  in  the columns of the
“Volks-Zeitung:” and

“WHEREAS, The conduct of the sald
Association in  conferring upon an
avowed enemy of the S, [.. P, an im-
portant position, enabling him to stand
10 the organs of the party in the re-
lation of a man clothed  with the
anthority of the Association, jedpar-
dizes the best interests of the 8, L. I’.:
therefore be it ]

“RESOLVED, That we herewlth ex-
press onr distrust and lack of confidence
in the Association, and deem it of ut-
most importance that the members of
our party should be fully informell as
to the situation prevailing now in that
Associntion.”

Doc. I,

At a called meeting of the Socinlist
‘Co-operative Publishing Association.
held at the N, Y, Labor Lyceum, Feb. 3,
1888,  the following resolutions were
offered by Hugo Vogt, Editor of the
“Vorwaerts,” Gérman national organ of
the S. L. P.; and were adopted by 25
votes against 24:

"WHEREAS, The Socialist Co-oper-
ative Publishing Association is, aceord-
ing to its origin, character and consti-
tution. nothing else than an administra-
tive branch of the Socialist Labor
party, clothed, by reason of legal ex-
igencies, with the business function ot
conducting the publication of the.party
organs; and

“WHEREAS, Rudolf Modest has for
many a year ceased to be a member of
the S, L. P,, and, by his conduet, in pub-
lic as well as by his speeches at the
meetings of this Publishing Associa-
tion, has proved himself an enemy of
the tactics and of the principles of the
S. L. P.; therefore, he it

“RESOLVED, That we recognize as
Justified the protest of the General Com-
mittee of Section Greater New York
aguingt the election of Hudolf Modest
on the Board of Directors; and

“RESOLVED, That we direct the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Board of Di-
rectors so soon as possible to caw a
special’ session of the Assocliation tp
anntil the election of Modest; and

“RESOLVED, That we notify Section
Greater Noew York of this resolution,
and at the same time urge it to see to it
that the German speaking party mem-
bers join this Association In  larger
numbers,” I i
. Canada.

TORONTO. Jan, 27th. — Section
Toronto, 8. L. P., at its last meeting
placed upon the order of business THE
PEOPLE, s0 as to_ keep our officlal
paper prominently before, the Com-
raden, and-to point out the henefit they
would receive by becoming a render of
the same,

A new Section of the Socialist Labor
party of Canada was organized at Lon-
don, Ontarlo, on Saturday evening.
Feb. Gth, with a strong charter list of
37 members, The Section was formed
at the close of & public meeting duly
advertised in the London “Daily News,"
and addressed on “The History and
Polley of the Party™ by Comrude Henry
B. Ashplant.

|

Ill{nots.

North Side, Chicago,

Carl Marx Club 1L, 380 Larabee street,

Speaker, Jul,  Vahlteich, Subject,

“Thomas Paine.” Monday, Feb, 14,
Doors open 8 p. m.

e e

Michigan.

DETROIT.—The following call for a
meeting is out in this city:

Woarkingmen! Do yon wish to learn
the cause of youn dependence, the cause
of the present hard times, why you are
nnemployed, and how you can better
your condition? If so, attend the grand
mass meeting at Albrecht's Hall, corner
Chene and Plerce streets, Sunday, Feb,
13th, at 2:30 p. m., under the auspices
of the City Committee of the Soclulist
Labor party. Subject: *How Will
Tariff, Money or Tax Affect the
People?” English und German speakers
will address the meeting.

New York.

Friday evening lectures and discus-
sions, under the auspices of the 12th
Assembly Distriet, Socialist = Labor
party, at Pleasure Palace Hall, 62 Pitt
street. Lectures begin-at 8 p. m. Ad-
‘mission free. All are welcome. Sub-
jeet for Friday, 11th “Practical Pol-
ities." Lecturer, Hugo Vogt.

NEW YORK.--The regular meeting
of the New York Socialist Literary 8o-
ciety was held on Saturday, Feb. 6th,
with Comrade Mizikow in the chalir.
Three applicants for membership were
accepted. The Arrangements Commit-
tee of the masque and civic ball, which
is to take place on Saturday, March 19,
reported progregs.

Ten members of the S. L. P, five for
the Editorial Board and five for the Ex-
ecutive Board, were nominated upon
the request of the Jewish Central Agi-
tation Bureau,

Owing to the concert of the “Volks-
Zeitung' that will take place on Satur-

Meeting nt\

day, our business meeting will be held.

on Thursday, the 10th inst.
Next Sunday, Feb. 13th, a lecture will
be delivéred by Comrade I. Bernstein.
. 8. H. CHRISTENFELD, Sec.

N. Y. CITY.—Under auspices of tho
Yorkville Agitation Committee, a pub-
lic meeting will be held at Bohemian
National Hall, 321-325 E. 73d street,
next Tuesday. .Comrade James Allman
will lecture. Comrades and residents
on the East Side are earnestly invited
1o attend. s

Free lectures by James Allman to be
held at Bohemian National Hall, 321-
425 E. 73d street, beginning at 8 o'clock

p. m.
Feb. 15—"“The Ethics of Socialism,”
! Feb, 22—*“The Economics of Soclal-
sm."’
Mar. 1—“The Co-operative Common-
wealth.” - i

Young Men's Socialist Educational
Club, 16th Assembly District, S. L. P.
Free lectures to the people at the Club

sk ;i it
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House, 98 Avenue C. Popular course
wvery Sunday, Progrnmme for Feb-
ruary, 1898: !

b, 6—"The Blessings of Sot-mv to?
Peter Burrowes.

Feb, 13—"Religion or Science.” Miss
Szeréna Weiss.

Feb, 20010 and New Trade
I'nions.” Thomas Hickey. ;

Feh. 21—"The Proletariat.” A. S.

Brown.

Scientific course every Wednesday:

Feb, 2—“The Poetry of Soclalism.’
James Allman,

Feb. 9-—"Evolution of
Lucien Saniel.

Feb, 16—"The Ethics of Socialism.”
James Allman,

Feb. 23—"The /Esthetics of sm‘lnl-
fsm.” James Allman,

Questjons pnrminlng to lecture will
he answered.

Lectures commence prammlv
p. .

* Brooklyn Lectures and Discussions on
Political, Social and Economic Ques-
tions, every Sunday evening, W\Irzler
Hall, 815 Washington street.
'FEBRUARY . PROGRAMME:

Society.”

at 8

Suudu\ Feb. 13—"The Good Time
Coming.” Peter Burrowes.

Slmday Feb. 20—''A Revolutionary
Poet.” James Allmann,

Sunday, Feb. 27—"The Sitnation in
China—and Elsewhere.”  Charles H.
Matchett. °

= All lectures begin at 8 p. m., and oc-
cupy abput 45 minntes. We invite dis-
cusglon after each lecture, iimiting de-
Baters to six minutes, At 9:45 the dis-

" enssion will be ended by the closing re-

marks of the speaker, .

YONKERS, Feb. 7.—Section Yonkers
has secured a fine large room for per-
munent  Readquarters at 36 North
Broadway, Yonkers. Regular meetings
every Tuesday evening and lectures
every Thursday. The lectures are held
at Smadmun‘s Hall, 14 Getty Square, a8
follows:

Fel. 10—"The Asthetics of Socinl-’
ism."”
Feh. 17—"The Ethics of Socialism."”

Feb.
fsm.™

March 03—
monwealth."”

The lecturer is Comrade James All-
man, and so far the lectures have becn
well attended apnd very instructive,

The last lecture given was on “The
Poctry of Sociallsm.”  Special reference
to Perey B, Shelly was given, and by o
lwlnmhhlo- coincidence the same sub-
ject was chosen on the sume evening

24—"The Economics of Social-

*“The Co-operative Com-

cofae e deotire st (he Unitavian Chureh,

in this eity, and the minister, Dr. Jus.
T, Bixby, called attention to the fact
that Section Yonkers, Soclalist Labor
party. was the first on record to have
any of Shelly’s poems popularized by
setting one of them to music (which
was done by Comrade Platon Brounoil),

e also advised his audience 1o secure

copies. of this song from Section
Yuonkers, Comrade  Allman  recited
"Hown with Slavery” to the andience,
amd also several other quotations nmn
Shelly's works, X

BENNETTS,

Secretary.

Buffalo Comrades, Attention!
. This Sunday, Feb, the 13th, at 280
p. m., the regular monthly joint meet-
ing of all branches, S. L. P., will be hold
in Labor Lyceam, 550 Broalway.

In the evening of the same day Com-
rade C, Knights will deliver in the same
‘hall, under the auspices of the Awmer-
fcan Branch, 8. L. P., a lecture on polit-
fcal economy. The subject is: “Do the
Commodities Exchange According to
their Cost of Production?” Free dis-
cnssion will follow the lecture. Admis-
ston free. The lecture vulll begin at 8
p..m, sharp.

The Buffalo Labor I.,\'vonm Associa-
tion needs some Comrade, preferably o
married and childless couple,. to take
place of a janitor of the Labor Lycenm.
This work in connection with our party
home is so far of such nature that it re-
quires only part of the*time¢ of the
Janitor, and Comrades otherwise em-
ployed (in shops, ete.) can fill this office
as well. For further information and
with propositions the Comrades may
apply to the Executive Board, which
meets in the Labor Lyceum every Sun-
day at § p. m.

Rhode Island, Attention)

Comrades:—You are hereby notified
that the regular convention for the
nomination of candidates for the April
elestion will be held in Textile Hall,
Olnevville Square, on Friday evening.
the convention will be called to order
at 8 o'clock pronmipt.

The McKinley wave of prosperity,
which has struck the industries of this
State with such disastrous results, has
prepared the field for vigorous and ag-
gressive  Soclalist propaganda. Now,
when the workers, yot unrecoversd
from the effects of the panics which
characterized the Democratic admin-
istration, are wineing under the lash of

. wage reductions for the folly of vouing

into power tthe Republican wing of
capitalism; now, when the workers

" have presented to them an object lesson

‘

emphasizing the fact that the only
change ‘which the working-class can
expect from the substitution of one
clique of political bunco-steerers for
another, a Hanna for a Cleveland, is a
change for the worse: now, when the
repellant forces are active, weakening
the blind adhesion with which the
workers have clung to the Democratic
and Republican fetiches;—now is the
tinf® to bring down the hammer of the
S. L. P., and bring it down with a vim,
Never before in Rhode Island have
you had such an opportunity presented
to you of tesmylnl your devotion to
the prineiples of collectivism; all our
previous work has been formulative,
preparatory; but now comes the test of
your drilling. There is a possibility
before you in the coming electoral
struggle of winning a solid footing ‘in
the field and holsting the flag of the S,
1. P. into a position of prominence
that will lnno it vlslblo 10 every nn-

# it 4 i L

‘ated the claim that the Int;

‘worker in Rhode Island.
posgibility. Are you ready?

The hest gluramop that you can
offer of the genuineness of your hatred
for the present hourgeois regime and of
your desire for a more just and orderly
arrangement of society will he your
presence at this convention, to  en-
courage those having charge of the
campaign, to cheer them on in their
efforts with ‘the knowledge that they
have the support and upprobation of
their Comrades,

There (s a generous  enthusiasm
kindled by the meeting together of
numbers fighting in the same cause,
See that this enthusiosm is engendered
now when it is needed. Let every Su-
cialist attend.

By order State Committee of Rhode
Island.

ANTHONY McDONALD, Secy.

PARLIAMENTS OF LABOF.

General Executive Board, S. T. & L. A

At the last meeting B. Korn was
chairman.

A committee from lhp Progressive
Rolled Cigarette Makers requested the
use of the label on their’ product,  The
request was granted and the Secretary
instructed to draw the necessary agree-
ment with firms applying for its use.

Comrade T. B, Hickey detailed his
agitation trip thirough New York State,
and found the moulders at Peekskiil,
Syviacuse, Buffalo, ete., in  sympathy
with the 8, T. & 1. A,, nml sympathetic
towurds fm'ming a n.ul:- alliance. The
proposition to send an organizer 1o
these places was deferred,

A committee from the Empire City
Lodge Machinists présented the facts
in the M¢ Quilton case. and substanti-
Ass. of Ma-
chinists simply attempted to deprive
McQuilton from earning a  living at
Liverpool on account of malice. It was
decided to inform the Secretary of the
English union as to the facts, and also
the W. E, C., 8. L. P. 'The “smiths'
here of the I. A. M. were just like the
men who stood by Furness—they were
always ready to do the bosses' bidding.

Secretary M. Sontheimer, of the
Jerman Waiters' Union No. 1 requested
a decision in the appeal of Waiters' Al-
lianee Liberty against the findings ot
D. . A. No: 1. The committee having
charge of this case was instracied to
report at the next meeting.

It was announced that L, AL 1562 pro-
posed 1o organize  a @ Cigarmakers'
Unfon, and that a meeting wouid "be
held for this purpose dyring the week
at llw headquarters of the 16th Ass.
Dist., S. L. P

‘I‘lu- mw\wr of Typographia No,

published in 12 columns of the “Buch-
drucker Zeitung” wus noticed, and it
was  considered that the pretended
answer of Typographin No. 7 to the un-
answerable document of the G B, B.
in the matter of the printers was con-
clusive evidence  that tie  Anarchist
pure and simplers who run and terror-
ize Typographia No. 7 did not neetd as
much space as they consumed to plead
guilty, They could have done so in
fewer words and less waste of paper
and ink.
« To several requests for membership
cards the Sceretary u‘pllml that since
the late convention no morecards were
issned,

A letter from Philadelphia stated that
a Mixedd Alliance would be organized on
Feb. 6th, andithe Secretary  was  in-
strueted to issue a charfer on the ap-

-
[

plication,
A letter from the Pioneer Alliance of
Albany, N. Y. showed that membors

were initiated :\l every meeting, An
agitution is going on among the old
pure amd simple tailors’ union.  Last
year ahout this time they had 230 mem-
bers. At present they number just 10.
They requested a speaker, and the Sec-
retary was ‘instructed to correspond
further.

lLadies' Waist and Wrapper Makers'
Union of New York reported having re-
organized and applied for a charter. It
was deeided to instruct . the United
Hebrew Trades, D, A. No. 2, to report

what had become of the old charter be-

fore issuing a new one.

N. Y. Protective Assoclation’s D. A.
No. 49 announced by letter that the
complaint of the People’s Orchestra,
Unfon Hill, according to which the
Musical Prot. Alllance 1,028 had ap-
plied for admission to the K. of L., or

that 95 per cent. of its members be-
longed 10 the Nanhattan Musical
Union, was denied, A copy of this

letter was to
. union.

Liberty Branch Mine Workers “noti-
fied the Board that a strike was con-
templated by the United Mine workers.
The Secretary will remit instructions
in accordance with the case.

The next meeting takes place Wed-
nesday, Feb. 16, at 64 E. 4th street.

be sent to the complaiulng

D. A. No. 1. .
(CEXTRAL LABOR FEDERATION OF N.Y )

Delegate M. Sontheimer, of German
| Waiters' Union No. 1 was chairman at
last Sunday’s  meeting of the N. Y
Central Labor Federation, D. A. No. 1..
S. T. & L. A.. and delegate G. Wohl, of
Progressive Typographical Union No.
83 was vice-chairman,

Credentials from Section Greater
New York,.S. L. P., for L. Sanial, S.
Berlin and R. Glaser were accepted and
the delegates seated.

. Tha Arbitration Committee reported
havieg called upon L. Miller, manufac-

turer of the “Leroy’" Cigarettes relative .

to the organizing of his »mployeea and
nm thus far progress had been made,
The special committee which at-
tendéd the general meeting of the
“Workmen's Educational  Soclety” re-.
ported that the arguments used by the

members agninst the proposition to em- .

Pploy union bartenders teemed with per-
sonal invectives, denunciations of tfe C.
1P lud culumnies of its organiza-
ll«u. lt was nwnly demonuuud

Here ls the .

sacrifices and demands of others, the

"elded to have plates anode,

- Comrade Hoffman and the Secretarry

said the commitie¢, that these people
cared only for their own personal ideas.
and were foreign to the necessities,

considération of which were so requisite
to the progress of the general labor
movement, 1t was decided to furnish a
detailed statement of this case to the
affiliuted organizations for action,

Ale and Porter Union No. 1 reported
that its ball last Saturday was a grand
suceess, and was attended by most of
the unions of the C, L. F.

Ind. Bakers’ Union, Branch 1, re-
ported that they will give their un-
emploved members one ticket gratis for
the Volks-Zeitung Festival and 50 cents
spending money. ~They donated §2 for
the Socialist Orchestra, anid authorized
Hoss Schumann to re-use the label.

erman - Waiters' Union No. 1 re-
ported having received a eircular issued
by the Musical Prot. Alliance No. 1028,
in which it is claimed that they are the
only musical boay connected with the
S.T. & L. A. This claim the union he-
lieved to be untrue, as to their knowl-
edge the Carl Sahm Club, Prog. Musical
Union Nd. 1, People’s Orchestra, Union
Hill, and People's Orchestra, Paterson,
also held charters from the S, T, & L.
A. The matter was referred to the G,
E. B.

Carl Sahm Club reported having ac-
olurd 50 tickets for the “Volks-Zeit-
ung' festival.

United Marquetrie Workers will hald
an hmportant meeting at 64 £, 4th street
on Monday.

Progreszive Typographical Union No.
83 reported that the compositors of the
“Skand Arbeteren” will’ be initiated at
the next meeting, and the paper will re-
ceive the 8. T. & L. A. label,

Progress Club reported that the last
meeting adopted a'constitution and in-
ftiated new members.” The membership
now comprises  brewers, gilders, var-
nishers,  waiters, bartenders, ma-
chinists, compositors, pressmen  anmd
members of the building trades, and a
committee is actively engaged in pre-
senting a plan by which the agitation of
progressive ideas can be promulgated in
these conservative organizations. A
committee was elected which will in-
vestigate all membership propositions,
and a secret ‘bhallot will admit or reject.

Progressive Rolied Cigarette Makers’
U'nion reported that 2 committee of the
Federated Hebrew Trades called at the
last meeting and tried to induce them to
leave the C, L. F. They were shown
the door. Pursnant to the resolution ol
the G. E. B, 8. T. & L. A.. granting the
union the use of the label, it was de-
They fur
ther-reported that a committee from the
Waiters' Alliance Liberty ealled and re-
quested their-influence to be exerted in
indueing the lessee of Tammany Hall to
employ its members on the evening ot
the Cigarette Makers' ball in place ol
the Herbert Association of colored
waiters,  whose placez  the  German
Waiters” Union No. 1 refused to take

A debate ensued, during which a dele
gnl«- of the Wauitcrs' Alliance Li}
declared that his organization was
friendly to the “lerberts,” and would
not take their pluces.

An executive session
dered, which lagted one and a
hours.  Thereafter the strike of the
textile workers at New Bedford was
discussed, and the opinion prevailed
that these workmen had not progressed,
and did not as yet anderstand that their
copdition could only be advanced by in-
dependent political ‘nction.  They still
followed the Republican or .Democratic
parties, and even permitted the officers
to aceept nominations from said parties,
« 1t was decided to renew the subserip-
tion for the monthly publication of .
A., No. 11, Chicago, I1l., known as the
“Soclalist Trade & Labor Alliance."

The court proceedings at Lattimer
were severely criticised, and the ne-
glect to renew the expired bail bond
since November of the murdeders of
workmen condemned. This case plainly
showed that the legal machinery was
in the hands of the coal barons.

The Secretary announced that it
would be of interest to the C. L. F. and
afiiliated unions to establish a legal
bureau as done in D. A, No. 11, and he
was instructed fo present a plan,

was then or-
halir

D. A. 49.

The regular meeting of D. A. No. 49
was held on Friday evening, Feb. 4th,
at headquarters, 23 Dughe street. All
officers present.

Credentials received from Tallors'
Prog. Union, L. A. No. 11, for Comrades
Newman and Greenfield. From
Ploneer Alliance for Comrades Vogt §
and Hickey, which were accepted and
delegates obligated.

District  Secretary - Treasurer re-
ported that in company with Comrade
Hoffman, of L. A. No. 11, he had visited
N8, Woodn clothing manufacturer, of
Lafayette and Astor places, who had
discharged the pressers. Mr. Wood
promised to adjust matters if the men
would appear before him and prove the
statements they had made to their
union against the foreman and a non-
union man. It was agreed to have the
pressers present the next morning.

called next morning, but the pressers
failed'to put in an appearance, hence
the case was dropped. The Secretary
also looked after the interests of the
members of Nos. 122, 298 and 2,394, who
are involved in a strike with Thomas
& Co., who employed a man who had
scabbed on the union three different
times. Had arranged for a mass meet-
ing in the headquarters of the 35th As-
sembly District on Monday evening,#
Feb. 7Tth. Comrade Vogt will address
the meeting, after which a mixed al-
liance will be organized. Had also
arranged for a mass meeting of cigar-
makers at the headquarters of the 16th
Assembly District, 98 Avenue (. on
Thursday evening, Feb. 10th. Recom-
mendedd that we. adopt a uniform
system of revenue for the district, as

some of the Locals were buying stamps

$50,000

THE DAILY PEOPLE

FUND.

0

Amount Pledged down to February Oth. 1898

$4,575.

Previously sckunowledged, ...
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combined

Eminent Soloists and a

Tickets 25 Cents a Person.

Twent;eth Annlversary

of the enlire celebrated .\h‘(rnpnlil:(n Orchestra,

BALLET of 150 Ladies! ;
Concert to commence at 5 o'clock P. M.

1898
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S ATUR]) AY, February

(Lincoln s Blrtlnlay)
AT THE

GRAND CENTRAL PALACE,

Lexington Avenne, 43d and $4th Streets,

with a

arand Seidl Concert,

ANTON SEIDL, Conductor,
Chorus of 150 Voices.

BALLI

At the Box 50 Cents.
THE COMMITTEE.

On motion report of Seeretary wis re-
ceived and adopted.

It. was resolved to adopt the stamp
system, A communication was re-
ceived from the lLongshoremen and
Seamen's Union of Hoboken reguesting
speikers for 4 mass meeting to he held
some time durlng the coining week,
Comrade Murphy was appointed to ac-
company Comrade Hickey to speak at
this meeting. Postal  card  rveceived
from L. A. No. 1028 requesting the dis-
trict tQ exeuse their delegates from al-

aphding (e meeting as “they were all
employed,

Communieation from Chas. E. Keinis-
ton compiaining against the action of
Michael Kelly, of the fuke D. A, No. 49,
and- enclosing a copy of a circular sent
by Kelly to the John wichler Brewing
Co. Referred to thre Executive Board to
take action, Circular from [ A, 1028
calling attention to their music. Sec-
retary was instructed to answer it

Comrades  Eckstein, DRrower and
Ureenfield were appointed a Committee
on Ways and Means to have the dis-
trict and its locals:fully represented at
the next convention of the 5. T, & L.A.

Prog. Clothing Cutters, L. A. 68, re-
-ported the action of Harry While, «of
the United Garment Workers, who had
Virtnally sold out .the employees of
Sweet, Orr & Co. to that concern, The
Local also sent o committee to New-
burgh to make a thorough investiga-

tion. It would be- well for the Locals

ttached here to procure the Newburgh
spapers  and  read  the lettérs Harry .
“White had published in them,

N. Y. Shoemakers reported that they
had seen in the papers during the past
weel a statement reported to have been
made before the Central Labor Union
by Joseph Heaning, a suspended mem-
ber of their Local, for non-payment of
dues, in which he said Confrade Brower
was trying to disrupt the branches of
the B. S. W. Unions recently established
in Greater New York. Referred to the
officers of the General Council of Shoe-
makers to answer. :

Pioneer Alliance reported that they
were pushing the agitation and soon ex-
pected to organize a Local of railroad
men, and possibly one of machinists.
Also requested the Brooklyn Unions at-
tached to this district to elect delegates
to o conference. The object of this con-
ference was to endeavor to organize the
clothing cutters and tailors of Brook-
Iyn, as it is shown that the Clothing
Cutters’ Union attached to the Gar-
ment Workers was used merely to fur-
ther the schemes of political fakirs, The
request was granted and the Secretary
instructed to send out the call for the
conference.

All delegates were instructed to at-
tend the meeting of the Joint D. A.'s on
Saturday evening, Feb, 5th. Secretary
ingtructed to notify all Locals to send
delegates to May Day Conference.

The Secretary was also instructed to
notify the Gen. Ex, Board of the action
of Locals attached to D. A. No. 1 who
continue to vote upon & question which
was settled at the last convention of the
S.T. & L. A '

The Secretary was instructed to notify
the Bakers and Shoe Lasters’ Locals to
fnstruct their delegates to attend the
meetings of the district more promptly.

The Goodyear Turn and Welt Shoe
‘Workers rejorted that they would hold
their ninth annual masque and civie
ball on Saturday evening, March 12th,
at Baumgarten's Military Hall, Brook-
Iyn. Also that they had a publlc hear-
ing of cause of the trouble in Thomas &
Co.'s factory, and after a thorough in-
vestigation, in which Mr. Ward was
ahly delended by the Superintendent of

Thomas' factory, Mr. Bloom, the crew
decided that Mr. Wanl was mllty as
charged.

The delegates of thh district ‘are In-
structed to assemble at the Vanderbilt
Hotel on Saturday evening, Feb. 12, at
$ p. m., and attend the festival of the
Volks-Zeitung, in Grand Central Palace

and some paying at ‘the rate of twq‘
cenu per mcmber a month, ;

¥ i
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. possessed by others,

i Seud yonr order to

FOR THE 100,000.

i ((‘on(lnuvd (rom P'lge ))

a reliatie servant, who in lho Iv-;.w-
lative chamber gives his vote to extend
the economic power of 1S POLITICAL
BOSS  ‘and YOUR INDUSTRIAL
MASTER,

The Socialist Labor party holds that
the laws of nature apply equally to ull
persons, that' all persons must have
food s shelter el rest: thig being time;
he who does not possess the means of
supplying these natural  requirements
must either perish or use the means
and he who pos-
sesses sueh means can and will fix the
terms upon which It may be used. He
who owns the means of life to the ex-
clusion of others owns also the lives of
others, thervefore tihe Socialist Labor
party demands the unconditignal sur-
render of private capitalism by the sub-
stitution of coliective ownership hy the
whole people of all facilities of prodne-
tion and distribution.

Workingmen, do not negleet yvour
class interests by waiting for the So-
cialist Labor party to become more pop-
niar; nge your political power as do the
class-conscious  eapitalists; vote the
means of production out of posscssion
of your corrupt oppressors’ hands,

*He who \\'Oll]l| be free must himself
sirike the biow."

Y N. H.

THE Mlllll.l]ERS.

((‘ontinucd from Pnzo 1)

are at present \om f(-ur are
sands, That on the horizon of your
lives there is not one ray of hope?
Hence the man who saye “‘the union is
enough,” meaning by “union™ the “pure
and simple article, stamps himself as
green a thing as ever came out of the
woods,  Read up, boys, and draw your
own conclusions, And they will surely
be that you must unite your politieal
with youi economie strength, and thus
prepare the way for the final form of
the Inbor movement—the welding to-
gether of the working class into one
great political army of emancipation.

The next thing in order is-a National
Union of Moulders organized under the
bapner of new trades unionism-the
Socialist Trade & Labor Alliance.
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Seclalist Traels.

Price of the following Tracts
Party Platforms $1.50 .per thousand:
1.—'"What shall we do to be saved?" A

Sermon to Workingmen, by Henry
Kuhn,
—"“Socialism,"” by Willlam Watkins.
3.—""Why American workingmen should
be Socialists,” by H. G. Wilshire.
4.—"Social Effects of Machinery,” by
Frank W. Cotton.

b.—"Socialism.” Extracts culled from
lFlol:lert Blatchford's “Merrie Eng-
and." -

6.—"A Plain Statement of Facts,” by
Hugo Vogt, -

7.—~""Middle Class Municipalization and
the Municipal Programme of the
Soclalist Labor Party.”

8.—"An Appeal of the Irish Socialist
Republican Party to ‘the Working
Class Irish of America.”

9.—"An Appeal to the Workers to En-
roll Themselves in the Rankl of the
Socialist Labor Party.”

and

10.—"The Vlatform of the Socialist La-

bor Party” (with comments in the
following languages, four pages:
English, German, French, Italian,

Slavish and Jewish.
11.—*The Firehrand.” A humorons co-
medy in one act. (Adapted from
the German.) Price 1:cent per copy -

1,000 copies $5.00,

12.— 'Rel'erm or Revolution,” by Dmlel
De Leon. 5 cents a copy.

New. York Labor News Cn
ui-n

200 00

uhu«m.NevYork.ﬁ Y. ‘ 1

- ————
Trades and Societies Calendap

Standing advertisements of Trades Ulh
Sl e okeried hdet (s Recn Axa et
w nserted nnder L]
the rate of $5.00 por annum, n; treatier

Organizations should not lose ml

tunity of advertising their pinces °’=m

Sahm Clnb (Iu i

arl
Meetings ever at 10
East dth_street, 3 ry"\’o‘ """“‘ :

Busi nuowu-rury F

“
ontnl Lubor Federation of .'
Cen tgn B¢ New Yory

M
at :w Mrn Hunduy .ﬁt 0on g.“
street, New York (1({ All hnnM?do trade ang
isbor Unions should be represented.  Commg.
nications are 1o be sent to tbo aorrupa
Secretary, Ernest Hohm, .&‘f
New Yorx City.

l%rmuk ers’ Progressive Interna

ion No, 80. Office and xunplo
Bureau: 64 East 4th street.—Distri {.‘“
mian), 534 East T1st street, every u. #
P, m.~District Tl (German), at 213 Fors ¥
mc«l‘s e“ c-lrsz qntun]nyAn § p. m.~Distriey
meets at 1527 avenue A, every Satunds

m.~District IV, weets at u?wm rm{m

evrry Saturday ut 8 p. w.—The Board of Supere

visors meets every Tuesday at 1

Moy Yy y 422 3nd nou:‘
mpire City (Machin! weety

E every %l uml 4th mhwul-y nlv.unlkgum :

T.abor Lyceum, 64 Kast 4th street,
byt | Secretary: PETER StArLe

erman Waiters’' Union of N
G Office: 385 hmser}. Union H l..' '“.' £

Etrun C) a\«ryl:rhll) #o:l P m, M

UPECVisors meols eve. nul’ 1)

at {ho same hall i “"h
usical Protective Alumco No. 1088,

M D. 9, 8. T. & L. A., Headq

% E. 4th street. Meetings every Friday
o'clock noon,  Fred. Ilurlnuum. Prea.;
Woll, corr. See'y, Reslilence, 173 K. 4th 8.

soction Essex County, 8, L, P,, I~
the first Sunday in esch month at S p. m. {a

the hall of “Essex County Socialist Club” 19

Springtield Ave., Newark, N. J. m

kandinavian Section, 8. L. P. %
s 2ml and 4th humln) of every mnntl.&- in
n clm K. ., at Schuler's Hull, 231-23% Kaat "4

«+ New York City, Subseription orders takog
\'ur tho Scaud. Soclalist Weekly, SCAND., AM,
ARBETAREN.

oclalist Bclonca Olub 8. L. P., 34tk
§ 8sth A. D. & E Co ‘or, of SA A Y, n;ull“
M eVery eve ‘uh “‘~
|m-enuluurr) t“rhluy . i 2

Prugrvssi\e(‘lnthing(‘nllers&Trlll:n 1
Union, L. A, 68 of S, To & Lo A=
Headguarters, 64 Eust 4th street, hbof
Lyceuw,—Regnlar meeting every Thiime
duy evening, at 8 1% M, 308

WORKMEN’S

Furniture Fire Fisurance,

Organized 1572, Mewbership 10,000, |
Principal Organization, New York and
Viciuity.

Orrice: 6 E. {th St . OFFcE HOURS, d-llly
bl und tronu

LR y8,
o'vlook P, M, ol
RANCHES:  Yonkems, Troy,
Gloversville, Elmira, Alhnu N. Y.
Paterson. Newark, ath, santh River,
Passnle and Trentou, N, J Manchester, N, IL
Boston, Holyoke, Musa.

New Haven, Waterbury, Meriden and Hart
ford, Coun. i
l:lhlllnlnlrgi Allegheny, Lusern, Altoons, Pa.’

IO,
& For mlnlr- Kaes of the Branch Iumltlupﬁ .
s Vorwirs',

Arbeiter Kranken- und Shm.bm
flr dle Vor, Smtu o heela,

WORKMEN'S

Siok and Death Banefit Fund of B¢
United States of Ameriea.

The above soclety was fonnded In the year
workingmen ln‘xbuad with the spirit of _a
oom%oud of 139 lb:nl branches with MHNM
18, mal

o mombers) is rapidl; mm-.
workingmen ah|o bLeliove an‘th.’

modern labor movement. Workingmen
and 45 yoars of age may be adwitied to mem!
in any of the branches, npon rymnlo&

Sl Mombers boiaeing. o L5 Sre eheaee

the first LA
titled $0 a sick benefit of ”.uolnuenﬁn-lu
S4.50 for muother 40 weeks whither continmons ot
with intorr M w
socond class recelve mnder Ltho same circumstanses
and length of time $4.00 and $3.00 respectively, &

I

deposit for $1.00, lonmlnun

to expenditures. In citica and towns whese Be

bra oxists, & new branch can boh-nl'

workingmen in good healtl, and men adhwing

1he above nsmed priuciples are mn-a Iah.-
Address all commyuications o %

l‘lxmww“m Becretary, 25—37 3rd Ave., Room W,

“Skand Am. Arbetaren.

Our Swedish Party Organ can be hud ontris

for two wonths for 10 centa, Everye

who wants to help to push along onr catse an
who happens to know any Swedes, wonld do xs
& xreat favor by scuding jo the nomes and sd-
dresses with (or even without) 10 cents, Postage
stnps accepiod, Lot the expected reader pay
the price himself {f possible, bHut st sny rate
send along the name und address,
B)u\nlu\uw AM. ARBETAREN,
97 3547 Frankfort 8., New \'orh.l( Y

o m——

H. B. SALISBURY, Attepaey-st!

Office for Consultation T lll'l‘hﬂ 1 0 m-
11 to 3) 50 Union Square, (offices of \'/urldngunl‘l
perative lusurance Axs'n, ete.) New York,

BROOKLYN

LABOR LYCEUN,

949-955 Willoughby Av.

(Formerly 81-63 Myrtle Stroet.)
Meeting Rooms. Large Hall for Mass Meetings |
Books open for Balls and Pio-Nics. :
Workmen ! Patronize Your Own Ho

DR. C. L. FURMAN,
"DENTIST, el
121 BCHERMERHORN 8T., BROOKLYN, K. 8

HILLKOWITZ & HILLQUIT,

Attorneys at Law,
3%0 Broadway, Rooms 131411,

JORN OEHLER'S e

Printing.

i

-87 F rankfort Street 87
. Pearl St. 0%

anmn quu-o KR R. Staties

Orders will be taken st 116 E. §th ntnd.b“' .
Aveune A and First Ave., New York (ty. M

L Goldmaon's Printing Ocs,

oor. Ksw Obambers and William Sta. -

xl

g Mg

oston, Mass,
| 1s for sale at the

mt. wmmi
s lnl M 'w-p-u,.
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