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N. E. C. CORRESPONDENCE
July 19, 1920.
To the National Executive Committee.
Dear Comrades:

I am herewith submittting a num-
ber of communications for your con-
sideration.

The following statement has just
been received from Comrade Debs
with the request that it be given pub-
Hcity at once:—

STATEMENT

“The press dispatches annotnce
‘that the Naticnal Executive Commit-
tee of the Socialist Party, at its meet-
ing in Detroit, decided to renew the
arpeal in my behalf to Presideat Wil-
son. If this be true, I wish to say
that while I appreciate fully the good
'ntenticn 2f the Board, I object em-
shatically to any further appeal being
mede fcr me to the present occupant
of the Thite House.” T have absolute-
1y nothing to ask at the hands of the
Wilson-Palmer-Burleson administra-
tion.”

(Signed) EUGENE V. DEBS.
Atlanta, July 11. 1920.

COPY
July 17, 1920
Eugene V. Debs,
Federal Prison,
Atlanta, Ga.
Dear Comrade Detbs:

The National Executive Committee
Meeting fr Detroit was very success-
ful in all respects, and as I stated in
my telezram to you at that time, we
are planning as aggressive a cam-
paign as it.ic. possible for ws to make.
W2 had some most remarkable meet-

ings in De’r it, and are baving them
in all sections of the country.

I am enclosing copy of the National
Platform as prepared for distribution,
and the printer promises to deliver
eight additional leafets today.

The Labor Party Convention here
in Chicago was a strange gathering of
widely different opinions and irrecon-
cilable principles. Instead of form-
ing a united party, as they had hoped
tc do, they split into almost as many
different groups as they were before
the zatbering.

The l.abor element, composed very
largely of Socialists and ex-Socialists,
insisted upon a class name and class
character for the new Party, which
resulted in alienating most of the so-
called Liberal and Progressive ele-
ments among the other groups. Your
mame was placed in nomination as
candidate for President, and received
a tremendous demonstration. This,
however, was after they had begged
LaFollette for three or four days to
accept the pomination and he had re&
fusged, to dc s2.

A rituation arose about midnight on
the last day of the Convention where
I felt that it was necessary that some
statement be made regarding your
roumiinration It was impossible to com-
municate with you at that hour, and
a statement, if any, had t2 be given
immediately. I took {t upon myself
to speak in behalf of yourself and the
Socfialist Party. This, of course, was
not without consultation with local
comrades and full knowledge of the
attitrde and wishes of our National
Executive Committee, as the matter
bad hLeen quite thoroughly discussed
2t the Detroit meeting.

The matter kad been discussed and
ennsflered from every possible angle.
Firct, there was the propesition that
it yeu were it tonch with the proceed-
irges, you would not allow your name
to be niaced in nomlination by an ag-
grezarion that had teen dofng their
+tmost to got LaFollette to accept
ca:ue. and which was rot sufficiertly
ard aggrassively a revolutionary class
narty. On the other hand, we consid-
ored the advisability, if possible, of
unfiing the real working class ele-
ments in the convention in support of
your candidacy and the principles of
Socialism.

The situatfon was likewice con=id-
erad from the standpoint of the effect
vpen the Party In cace certaln con-
tingencles occurred. For instance, the
nominatiyn of vou for Precident and
some non-Socialist Taborite or Prosg-
resslve as Vice-Presldent. Also the
situation that would exist in case they
mominated Debs and Stedman, we
world have to decide whether or not

the nomination should be accepted and -

the names of ycursel!f and. Comrade
Stedman appear on the ballot as the
nominees of the Farmer-Labor party

‘as well as of the Socialist Party.

In case we decided this was impos-
sible and refused the nomination after
it was given, it would have caused
hitter resentment and antagonism on
the part of the Farmer-Lahor Party
and of your friends and supporters in
that Party. If, on the otker hand, we
could have seen our way clear to ac-
cept the nomination, it would havé
meant the making of the Farmer-Labor
Farty at the expense of the Socialist
Party.

A million or more protest -votes
which will be cast for Eugene V. Debs
next November would have been cast
for him in the Labor Party column
instead of the Socialist Pa .y column.
Most. of these votes would have been
straight votes for the entire ticket
which would mean the proportionate
lessening of the Socialist vote  for
State, County and Congressional canr
didates, and perhaps our defeat in
srme instances where —re will other-
wise elect. |

It is true thzt it is primarily
the Socialist Party that we are inter-
e<ted in, but the cause of Socialism:
that we could well afford to sacrifice
the interests of our Party if thereby
we build a larger and better party
standing for the same principles.

This, however, is not the case with
the Tator Party as It exists at the
nresert time, despite the very excel
» ¢ working class platform. It s
cu 1nosed of too widely divergent ele-
me..*s, and as yet too uncertain as to
ft< future plans and principles as to
justify the sacrifice of our party in-
teraste that woull have been required.

There was naturally considerable
differernce of opinion as to the proper
co1rse, and as stated. we considered
every possible angle and contingency.
As a result, we decided that It was
harily possibie to secure your noml-
nativn by that Convention, and under
the ci~cumstances, inadvisable to do
so even {f it were  ~"ble.

I thercfcre took the platform about
midnight on Wednesday, the last day
of the Cony._ation, and asked them to
withdraw your name as a candidate.

I congrawulated them upon their
splendid convention, the class-con-
sefous pasition which had been taken
on many fissues. and expressed our
Aesire for their success in reaching
the working class with -tneir propa-
ganda. )

Stated the position of the Soclalist
Party and that we were glad to rec-
oznize’ them, also, as a Party of the
working class. Expressed the hLope
trat, while our respective srinciples
and position did not permit of amal-

(Continued on:page 3.
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Contributions National Campaign Fund

Name and Address—
E. H Stuart, Broadhead,
Wis,
Cook Co., Chicago, H1. (Wald-
man.datas)........c000.n.
M. & Mrs, Wm,; M. Brown,
Galinn, Ohio (D & 0))....
Unknown, Hoquiam, Wash, .
Edw. F. Ludwig, Washington,
D. C. (O’Hare meeting)...
Ceo. W. Snyder, Columbus,
Kans. .. ...
Il F. Kendall, Boston, Mass.
Pr. S. M. Neistadt, Baltimore,
Md. (O’'Hare meeting)....
John M. Stewart, Chicago...
C. A. Morrow, Valley Junc-
tion, Icwa (Debs-Fund)..
Julius Tomer, Philadelphia,
Pa. (Central Jewish Br.)..

P R X

Leon Saumnders, Key West,.

Geo. Aspden, Grand View,
Calif.
Louls Pauls, Schofield, Wis.
(Local Schofield).........
John Schnexder, Manitowoc,

WIS, ittt
Walter Price, Outlook, Wash.
(Debs Fund).....

Wm. Weatherly, Greensboro.
N. &. . (O’Hare meeting)..

Joe Rhoden, Atlanta, Ga.
(O'Hare meeting).........
PBPmma Hey, Dixon, Ill. (I.ocal
Dixon) ....ceccciivnnnn. B
Wm., J. McCoanel, Cedar
City, Utah................
Dr. Van Essen, Pltbsbu*gh
Pa. (O’'Hare meeting).....
John . W. Ring, \Waterbury,

‘Conri. (Local Waterbury).
Mary & Mildred Hicks, Baen-

Fraok Stublman, Mt. Vernon,
N. Y. (Local Mt. Vernon).
Ellis L. Fox, Cresco, Ia.
(Snow meeting)........ ..
J. R. Barrett. Dallas, Tex.
(Local Dallas) ...........
M. L. Matthews, Austin, Tex.
(Local Austin)..

Henry C. Bieling, Syracuse,
N. Y. (I1.ocal Syracuse)...
Irwin St. John Tucker, (Iowa
meetings) ............
Zugmunt Piotrowski, Ch!ca-
go. . (Polish Soc. Alll-
BDCE) s.cevcvecccenronans
C. Crully, West N»wton, Pa.
E. J. Hewit, Ashtabula., O.
(T.ocal AsHtabula)........
Joash Critchley, Edwards-
ville,-Ill. (Local Glen Car-
bon) ......ciiiiieniaenans
Wm. Elliot. Edwardﬁwlle m
Chas. Zuehlke, Horicon, Wis
A. H. Kell, Chicago, Il
(18th Ward Branch)......
Al  Chamress, Emporia, Ks.
(T.ocal _Fmnoria) .........
John Br¢7ill, Ft. Wayte,

cesescens

Am’t,
5.00
30.00

6.00
1.28

100.00

3.00
10.00

100.00
$.00

1.00
17.55
1.00
1.00
10.00
10.00
6.00
78.60
100.00
10.00
2.00
150.00
5.00
15.00
4.00
1.50
5.00
10.00
25.00
102.70
100.00
4.00

5.00

MONTH OF JuLY, 1520

Ind. (Local Ft. Wayne)...
T. H. Doty, Ft. Wayne, Ind.
Collections May Harris

Mainland meeting........
C. Culman, Maplewood, Mo.

(Local Maplewood).......
H. Laliz, Chicago, Il (Dona-

tions) ...........ieneenn .
W. M. Brandt, St. Louxs. Mo.
(Stedman meeting)...... N

G. J. Braun, Memphis, Tenn.
K. Ginneji, Chicago, Ill. (In-
tgrna-tional Ass'n Machin-
ists)
J. Wulf, Manchester, N.-H..
Julius Gerber, New York
City, N. Yoeeeoreeoonnnnne
H. Burma, Aplington, Ia....
Aug. Swensen, Rockford, Il
(American Branch).......
Alletha Hart, Richmond, Ind.
Max Lutsky, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Franklin H. Wentworth, Bos-
ton, MasS......c.cee0enee
W. A. Stafford, Minneapolis,
Minn. (Waldman meeting)
August Schlafer, Bourbon,
MO, .. .iietienrnocnanans
Meyers,
Cove, Ida....... ctesscoens
Gz=0. E. Campbell, Norwich,
Conn. (Lncal Norwich)...
Mrs3. Carl Kleist, Milwaukee,
Wis. (W. Side Womans
Branch) ........
Joseph Spevacek, Manitowoc,
WIS, tidereveeerenncoennns
Harriet Pairce, Chicago, NI.
Irene Stedmam, Chicago, Il

(7th Ward)..... PN
U. A. Welchors, Falls Creek,
Pa oiiiiiiiiarnaeinans

J. M. Stevens, Falls Creek
Pa. .iiiiiiiiiiiiiieea

Hermau F. Keller, Green-
field, Mass........ceveuen
B. Greenberg, Devils Lake,
B, SR 0 J N
Alex Davidson, Glen Camp-
bell, Pa.........co0vuun.n

W. H. Fletcher, Hadley, Pa..
T. Louts Majors, Ellwood
City, Pa (Local Ellwood).
L. J. Kalvig, Kanowhee. Ia.
J. Piovana, lwucerne Mines,
Pa. (International Branch)
Max C. Zapler, Colo...... ..
H. J. Kendall," Boston, Mass.
(Boston Central Branch)..
J. J. Losh, Grove, Okla.....
D. F. Welden, Dover. N. H..
Freda Hogan, Okla. City,
L0
I. Paunl Tavlor, Detroit, Mich.
(N. E, C. meeting & Sted-
man lecture) ............
Frank Pittrer, Penn’s Sta.,
Pa. (TLocald)..............
Wm. Mueller, Two Rivers,
Wis. (T.oeal No. 1).......
Wm. Mueller. Two Bivers,
Wis. (Iscal No. 2)..... ..
Nat Hayes. Smithtcn, Pa....

5.00
1.00

7.44
11.50
20.10

100.00
12.00
50 00

5.00

44.00
10.00

6.50
5.00

50.00

100.00
55.00
1.00
.50

5.00

5.00

2.00
2.00

5.00
1.00
1.00
10.00
5.00

5.00
1.00

5.00
1.50

.00
5.00

25.00
2.50
1.00

25.00

§00.00
5.00
5.00

5.00
1.00

M. J. Themar, Sheboyganm,
Wis. (Sheboygan Local)..
Robt. Graf, Overlea, .Md.
(Prison pledge)..veveeeens
Mary R. Sanford, Old Ben-
nington, Vi.ieoveveannanas
Mrs. L. C. Kerker, Yonkers,
N. Y. (Local Yonkers)....
Thirteenth Ward, Chicago.
8
John Siezak, New York City,
D. H. Baker, Morton, Pa.
{Morton Branch).........
Aug. Claesseus, N. Y. City,

N. Y. (C»ollections)...... .
Thirteenth Ward, Chicago,
Nl (Tuvim)....cecveeeee.

Wm. Rrandt, St. Louxs, Mo..
F. J. Faulkner, Schenectady,
Wm. Newmann, Chicago, Il
(Eleventh Ward Branch).
D. K. S. Schaffer, Santa Ana,
Calif, _......covvmee tunne
Wm. Feigenbaum, Cbicago,
11l. (Collections at Goshen,
Ind)) ..iovierinenncconnns
Mary Winsor, Ha.verford Pa.
(Local Moutgomery)......
Jos. J. Kohl, Omaha, Nebr.
(Omaha Bohewmian Branch)
Samuel Lewis, Washington,
Michael L. Tevin...........
L. A Young, Rockaway. N.J.
(Branch 1)........000....
H. F. Beverforden, Ft.Wayne,
Ind. ....iiviiiennnannenn,
F. L. Burdick, Mandan, N. D.
A. J. Wolk, Omaha, Nebr...
Irwin St. John Tucker (Col-
lections)
Louis Uffner, New Rochelie,
N. Y. (Local New Re-
chelle) ........ccevvnnn.
Irwin St. John Tucker, (In-
diana meetings collections)
Irwin St. John Tucker (Col-
lecfions)
Max Meyers, Duluth, Minn.
(Ladies Aux. Workmen's
Circle Bra:- 353)..... teees
S. L. H»oover, Washington,

Myer Tuber, qutford Contt.
Irwin St. John Tucker (Col-
lections at . Montpellier,
Ind) Loiieiiiiiiiiiieen.
R. T. Stritmatter, Howuiam.
Wash, ... .omiiviennen.s
R. E. Howe, Chicago. .
{Chicago Campaign Con-
ference)
Irwin St. John Tucker (Col-
lections at Elwood, Ind).
R. E. Wilson, Minneapolis,
Minn. (Sixth Ward Br))...
Yohn 1. Weaver, Hagerstowa,
S MA it
F. Anttics, Brmdtwood Wis.
F. B. Patterson, Connells.
ville. Pa. (l.ocal S. Con-
acllsville) .............c.

25.00

1.00
50.00
10.00
25.00

3.00
10.00
24.30

25.85
20.00

10,00
.50

§.00
10.00

200
.00

2.00
3.00
10 00

60.00

6.00
17.00

29.00

100.00
10.00
25.00
23.00

.95

1,000.00
42.65
5.00

5.00
§.00
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Jacoh Goetz, Mt. Olive, Il
(Sitedman meeting).......
Irwin St. John Tucker (C>l-
lectlons ay Dayton, Ohio).
Boremian Branch, Endicott,
Oscar K. Edelman. Daytoa,
0Ohiy (Tucker meeting)...
I. Hillquit, New York City
(Commfittée of Eight)....
Irwin St. John Tucker (Col-
lections at Columbus, Ohio)
Irwin St. John Tucker, (Mas-
- efllon, Ohlo, collections)..
J. Fads How, St. Louis, Mo,
TW. C. Head, Flint, Mich....
Jobn Rutkcowski, Milwaukee,
Wis. (Fourteenth Ward
Branch)
John Hagel, Oklahoma City,
Okla. (Stedman meeting)

cesescssescccnc.,

A. F. Gower, Cedar City,
Ttah ...iiieeeniivennenn.

Daviéd Temnant, Frostb’u.rg,
Md ...

Ernest Loomis, S. Manches—
ter, CoOnM....cvvienennnnns
Chas. Anderson, Livingston,
Mont. ........ cesecsaaans
Henry C. Bieling, Liverpool,
.N. Y. (Local Syracuse)...
Leo. Burow, Horicon, Wis..
F. L. Johnson, Oakiand, Cal.
Chas. W. Young, Allentown,
Pa. (Central Branch),....
Ruth Stewart, Detroit, Mich.
Gustav A. Polterman, Ham-
burg, Wis........... cenee
E. J. Hewit, Ashtabula, Ohio.
Martin T. Cook, Rochester,
. Y. (Local Rochester)..
Chas. T. Schenck, Philadel-

phia, Pa.........cuu...e.
John P. McCarthy, Ansonia,
Conn.  L...ieeeaiaen RPN

C. A. Kennedy, Ogden, Utah
(Local Tooele)...........
Elmer Hager, Dayton, Ohio.

Victor Sancier, Marksville,
B 7 T
A. Carlson, Story, Wyo .....
Ida Cross, Caicago, Ill..... .

E. Perzons, Chicago, il

(Thirteenth Ward Branch)
Martin Catlas, Salem, Ohio..
Carl P. Swanson, Atueboro,

Mass., ..iicieiiiiiianenen
Walter Polokowsiki, Milwau-
kee, Wis......
Chas. H. Shaw, Meridian,
Conn. .......cennvuee ceas
Andrew Macdonald Flat Rlv—
er, Mo.......... everane
Fritz Feddersen, Oudah y,
Wis, ooiiteeein.e.
Aliin Schuettit, San Antonio,
Tex. ...... Ceseresanecaes
Angeline Hlilger, Superior,
WIS, tiiiviereinecionnnns
Louis Sslarstein, Jr........
E. Perila, Fitchhurg, Mass.
«(S. S. Osasto).......... .e
T. P. Breitlow, Milwaukee,

Wis. (Seventh Ward Br).
Louls. Uffner, New Rochelle,
N.¥. (Local New Rochelle)

20.00
20.00,
10.00
50.00
2,000.00
68.00
16.75
25.00
10.00
5.00
500.00
2.00
563
6.00
5.20

60.00
4.00
12.23

6.00
17.50

10.95
18.15

20.00
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Deward F. ‘Smith, Albany,

N Yeeriiiiiineiioesnanes 27.49
Edmond T, Melms, Milwau-

kee. Wis......civnenn 8.95
Victor Kivi, San Francisco,

(07111 1.70
Emil F. Koepke, Milwaukee,

Wis. (Twemty-first Ward

Branch) .......cc0000nen. 11.25
Finnfsh Branch, Phielps,

Wi, ieiiiiiiierenan. 6.90
Mrs. Lewis Miller, Muscatine,

Ia. ........e 3175
H. F. Kendall Boston, Mass.. 5.00.
Wam. Martin, Milwaukee, Wis. 9.70
Prth Stewart, Detroit, Mich. 21.00

Total for July......$ 6,896.28
Previously acknowledged.. 11,706.31

Total to July 31....$18,602.59

(Continued from page 1.)

gamation or united action at the pres-
ent time, nothing would occur which
would create bitterness or undue an-
tagonism between our respective or-
ganizations.

That ,under the circumstances the
omly practical way in which they could
support your candidacy was to refrain
from making nominations of their own
and to let their members either indi-
vidnally or as an organization, support
vour candidacy on the Socialist Party
ticket.

‘That I felt sure you wo.ld under-
stand and apprecifate the spirit and
motives of the comrades who had
nlaced your name in pomination, and
acsurcd them that I was speaking in
the same spirit of comradeship and
zood will. And that it was in this
spirit that I asked to have your name
withdrawn,

Your name was not formally with-
4Arawn on account of an obhjecticn
rafsed fomn the floor and on the first
hallot you received sixty-elght elector-
al votes, the convention voting by
States and cach State casting as many
vates as it has in the electoral college.
I am satizGed that the course I pur-
~ed wrs best urder the circum-
stances, and [ trust will meet with
your aj pproval

We had the advantage of the dem-
onstration with which your name was
received, and- by my asking to have
your name withdrawn, avoided a bit-
ter attack which would have been
made upon you by some of the ex-
Scocialist leaders of the convention in
case there had appeared a possibility
of your heing nominated. At the same
time your supporters in the conven-
tirn are no less your supporters now,
I am ratisfied that the great majority
of them are going home to work for
Debs, Stedman and the Socialist
Party.

It is significant that the capitalist
papers generally throughout the coun-
trv carr'ed no mention of the gnthusi-
asm with which your name was re-
ceived from a large number .of the

3

delegates. Both United and Aswociat
od Press reporters covering the com-
veution played this up in thelr reports.
It was certainly one of the most etrik-
fog occurrences and one of the best
“storfes” of the, convention, The Press
generally, however, saw fit t» kill men-
tion of this feature and merely re
ported you as among those who “alse
ras.”

I was not surprised at the outcome
of the convention. I expected no oth-

-er result but in spite of that fact, I

was somewhat disheartened to see s9
much real class-consclous, -revolution»
ary enthusiasm wasted in a futile at-
tempt to amalgamate with divergent
it not actively hostile groups. The
fine group of labnr delegates support
ing ycur candidacy was entirely with-
out capable and efficient leadership eof
its own.- They were largely under the
control of certaln ex-Socialfst Party
memhers who withdrew from the
Party on account of the St. Louis deo
laration or the Party’s continued sup-
port of that declaration, and who are
bitterly antagonistic to» the Party asd
to those who remained in it.
e & @

I am Jjust in recelpt of your state
ment expressing a desire that no fus
ther appcals be made to. President
Wilson In behalf of amnesty. I ap
nreclate fully your position, and de
rot kaow btut what you are quite cor
rect 82 far as our appeals might ap
ply to you individually., Your come
munication 1Is being forwarded to the
Executive Committee, and I have np
douht that In case you insist upon R,
we will refraln from sending further
committees or delegations to either
Wilson or Palmer,

I wculd suggest, however, that the
appeals so far made, and our planas
for fufure appeals, have never been
for you alone, but have always been
in bekalf of all political, industrial and
religious- prisoners.

Naturally, as the best beloved and
most prominent of such prisoners, you
have been individually named {n many
of tke protests, petitions and meme
rials that bave gone to Washington
during the past eighteen months.
However, there has never been a sin-
ole instarce In which petitions or
memoarials were prepared by Socialist
Party representatives in which it wad
rot clearly stated that our appeal was
for a general amnesty for all political
prisoners and not for you as an ind}
vidual.

I know that this position has met
with your approval and I cannot help
but question the correctness of your
objection at the present time. The
point 1 wish to make Is:—that we
cannot well send delegations to Wash-
ington fn behalf of amnesty without
prominently mentioning you as one
of the chief victims of their policy
and one of those in whose Interest we
are speaking.

It appears to me that if you fngist
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spon your position, it will be neces-

sgary for us to abandon such delega-.

tioas in behalf of amnesty altogether.
Shere Is a question in my mind whe-
ftuer In view of the lzrge number still
fn prison and, in whose behalf we
speak, we would be justified in doing
this.

1 would agree whole-heartedly with
you In your position not only as to
your own release, but as to that of all
other prisoners, if cur purpose in in-
terviewing Palnier or Wilson were to
secure clemency or -pardon, in the
comraon acceptance of those terms.
Hut on the contrary, our petitions and
memorials, white ccuched In the cus-
tomary language, are not In the na-
ture- of petitions, but rather in the
vature of protests and demands. We
are not asking for mercy, but for jus-
tice. This is understood by both the
people presenting them and the peo-
ple receiving them.

The purpose in securing such in.
terviews and presenting such requests
{s vot so much to influence Wilson
or Palmer as it i$ to create a public
sentiment and a pubdblic. demand for
amnexty which will influence them,
A Jelezation to Washington that gets
fnto all the capitalist papers and is
filmed by the News Service and shown
i ten thousand movie shows through-
the T'nited States, calls the existence
of political prizoners and the question
of amnesty to the attention of mil-
llons of people in all sections of the
ecountry. It keeps the agitation for
amnesty alive and constantly in the
public mind, more successfully than
we can hope to do by any other means.

{ assure you that delegations are
- seat to Washingtoa with the hope of

‘Influencing the public rather than with
the hope of influencing the particular
officials to whom we appeal. It is
with this purpose and in this spirit
that all former appeals have been
made and in which we intended to
make the fut ones. It is as far
from our intenticn as it would be from
yours to lbeg -or cringe before the
White House autncrat, or his despica-
ble underling in the Department of
Justice. )

Your steadfast courage in refusing
to bend your knee hefore that bunch
of pusillanimous po'iticians, or to re-
treat ore step backward from. the po-
gition ycu have taken, is the inspira-
tion of the entire movement at the
present time.

We would not consider for onc mo-
mcent making any appeal in your be-
hal’ which would indicate any retreat
or weakening op your part. I do not
think that anything we have done so
far has given Washington that impres-
sion, and I am sure that we do not
intend te give them that imipression
in“the future.

As zlready stated, your communica-
tion has been transmitted t» the Na-
tional Exeocutive Committes, and will
be sen{ ont in the National Office
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Press Service to all Socialist and La-
bor papers on our mailing list. If,
however, in view of the explanation
given here, you feel that it is not in-
compatibla with your position for ws
to continue these demands for your
release In conection with that of oth-
er political pr.soners, I should be glad
to have you so express yourself when
the apportunity affords.

1 do not see how we can go to Wash-
‘ngton asking for ihe release of all
other ‘“politicals,” and not for you,
and on the other hand, I do not see
how we can get as much publicity for
amnesty Ly any other means, as we
could be these delegations and memo-
rials.

With all good wishes, I am

" Fraternally,
(Signed) OTTO BRANSTETTER,
Executive Secretary.

August 3, 1920,
Natlora! Executive Committee,
Dear Comrades:—

The following is a letter received
from Comrade Theodore Debs:

July 29th, 1920.
Otto DBranstetter,
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Comrade Branstetter:—

I have your very kind letter of the
22rd with its enclosures. I have read
your enclosures and your statement to
the National Executive Committee
with deep interest and entire satisfac-
tinn. The matter of Gene’s protest is
handled in splendid fashion and has
bis full approval as you will note from
a statement in a letter to me and
which has just come with your tele-
eram of July 12th, and your communi-
calion ef July 17th, Relative to the
matters ¢f which you have written so
fully he wishes me to say for him
that in the matter of the continued
appeal to the president that the press
dizpatch read that the appeal was tn
he made for him personally—the rest
were not mentioned—and it was upon
that press report he based his protest.
Of ccurse, he did not mean to fanterfere
with any action of the Beoard looking
to ;+neral amnesty and he meant to
ho uzderstosd as speaking for no one
hiut bhimself. However, he takes into
account what you say in regard to Lhe
advantage of publicity and whatever
ycu and the Ixecutive Committee may
cnunclude to do will have his whole-
tearted approval. Gene feels how-
ever, that everything has been done
that can with dignity and consistency
be done, and that any further plea
will nat only be futile but will place
us in the attitude of fawning at the
feet of a capitalist president for clem-
ency which we should spurn.

Your inspiring telegram was read
with eager/interest and whole-hearted
eppreval and appreciation, and under
its appealing influence Gene felt him-
self transported to the very heart of
the party’s campaign activities. -He
‘has bacn reading from day to day of
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the Detroit meeting of the National
Executive Committee in the press dis
patches, and he is delighted with the
ambitious program which has heen
laid out for the campalgn and every
step taken has his hearty concurrence
and his only regret is that he is hav-
ing to shirk the part of the work the
comrades in their confidence and par-
tiality assigned him. Gene wishes me
to tell you that his heart will be with
you all during the campaign, that he
anticipates, great meetings and great
results for the gods of battle are with
the Socialists this year.

The course pursued by you relative
t» the Labor Convention at Chicago
has Gene’s hearty approval and he
commends the exceilent judgment that
guided our comrades in malintaining
the integrity of our party while at the
same time avoiding the pitfalis and
dangers wkich might have had disas
trous results. You did exactly the
right thing in withdrawing Gene’s
name and you did it with rare tact and
in the right spirit and he wishes not
only to commend your actioa but to
personally thank y2u warmly for the
service rendered to the party as well
as himself.

Gene wishes me to say that he is
feeling tbetter and stronger with the
pregress of the campaign and that his

~heart {s with you In everything that

fs done to make this & WINNING
YRAR!

Thanking you over and agaln for
Gene and myself for the pains you
have taken in writing o fully and
wishing you well In all things, I am

(Signedd) THEODORE DEBS.

To the National Executive Committee,
Dear Comrades:

In renly to my communications ad.
dressel to the South Slavic Socialist
Federation, copies of which were sub-
mitted to your committee under date
of July 26th, I am in receipt of the
following:

Your letter of .the 26th . inst
with the motion of your Executive
Comrmifie2, containing the rulings
rclative to the affiliation procedure
of Foreign language Felerations
w'hich withdrew from the Social-
ist Party sicrce May 1917, has been
roceived and was read at the meet-
ing of our Execulive Committee
July 30, 1920.

The rulings of your Executive
Con'mittee in the question of re-
affiliaticn of our Federation were
concurred In and an immediate
referendum ordered to our mem-
ters for adoption of 'a resolution,
which will cover the requirements
1aid down by youvr N. E. C. July
11th, 1920 at Detroit, Mich.

The result of this referendum
will he submitted to your oMce
not later than September 20th,
1920.

(Signed) FRANK PETRICH,

Sec’y.,

South Slavic Socialist Federatica *
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