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Youth and Politics

J. Gollan: British Youth and the By Raymond Guyot
Struggle Against Chamberlain .. 4
C. B.: Munich and Ourselves s HE younger gencration is growing up in the muast of world
F Pobl: German Youth and the Antic conflagration.  Millions of young men and women are decply
Jewish Pogroms 6 troubled by the state of the world, in which they see their highest

.. Rivaud: Young Spain Fights and

L i ’ aspirations trampled under foot and destroyed by the unlcashed forces
OrkS - .

‘ z SERE of war and barbarism. The liberty, welfare and independence of nations,
. lﬁf“‘gﬂ_;ﬂg"?;t ggl?:: 'ﬂg‘;ﬂ;; human brotherhood, the most sublime aspirations, all that is finest in
fadaatacn e . T CPEEREE g mankind, are exposed to the ravening attacks of fascism in its crucllest

C. Ross: Youth in the United States 10 and most bloody form—Hitlerism.
Confronted with this appalling reality, working-class youth is aware
International Solidarity with Recpublican of the important position it holds, of the great role which it has to play

Spain - . in the ranks of the international working class and the peoples of all
J. Hemmen: Young International countries. In the great struggle for the defence of moral, artistic, material
Volunteers' Heroic Example .. 11 realih ! = by o . ; - the

D. Casanova: Spain Milk Day .. 12 wealth, accumulated by the nations in the course of their long history, t
Students’ Campaign for Aid to Re- duty of the younger generation is to be on the side of those forces which
publican Spain .. . .. 13 represent life and a brilliant future, against the forces of social regression,

- barbarism, and death.

In the Comntry of Socialism Seeing the innumecrable crimes, the massacres of women and

The Young Builders of Socialiim .. 14

Otto Maier: The Strength of the
Young Communist League of
the Soviet Union . il

children, the wiping out of whole populations in Spain, China, Ethiopia,

Czechoslovakia and Austria, seeing destruction stalking over the earth,
15 cach young worker has to ask himself: * Who is responsible? ™

We have only to open our eyes 1o behold, in all their horrible clari'y.

From the Two Hemispheres those on whom the responsibility rests. Only a person accessory to their

The World Youth Congress Move- banditry would deny that Hitlerism is a world incendiary, or would asscrt

P m;:;an_ Second Asiaiv o v of 19 that Hitler made a peace gesture at Munich. chf:nheleas it is a fact that
“he United Socialist Youth of such agents of fascism, humanity’s encmy, do exist, and that they carry
Belgium .. .. .. .. 16 on their activities within youth organisations.  Thar criminal

A. Victor: Progressive Tendencies in activities prevent the youth from secing clearly the encmy whom they
Students Cirtles .. .. -- 17 & combat, overcome and destroy. They*create confusion in exploit-
Fascism and Youth ing the very feelings for peace and just_icc which are typical of youth.
J. Ferri: Tremor Under the Mass Such persons are to be found not Ctnl_\,_' in the entourage of Baldur von
Basis of Fascism .. x .o 19 Schirach, Hitler's flunkey, but also inside progressive and revolutionary

K. Kneidinger: Militant Young Catho- youth groups. These are the Trotskyists, spies acung on behalf of

lics in Austria I~ :

20 Hitlerism. They carry on their miserable and dangerous 'work
particularly in the pacifist and socialist youth organisations. It is un-

o Fumprﬂ:“dnd R e i deniable that this was one of the essential causes of the failure of such
’ Sﬁdp;r;i h? :::'x‘sngapil:gtlmj_ .21 organisations to respond adequately to the September crisis, which struck
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onc of the hardest blows we have known to the cause of peace
and liberty.

The duty of Young Communists is to act perseveringly to
persuade the youth of all countries, including Germany, laly
and Japan, that Hitler is the enemy of humanity as a whole, the
II'I'I'.‘EHII.II:_IIT}' of world war, the provocateur who drives the younger
gencration to their death. Hitler's Trotskyist agents must be
unhesitatingly denounced, mercilessly crushed, all the moze firmly

bw?““ they go under the name of revolutionaries, socialists and
pacifists,

Having clarified this question, youth raises a sccond: " What
are we to do to overcome Hitler, the war-incendiary?”  The
youth ask this question all the more sharply and insistently since
thF}’ sce Hitler realising his bloody victories with rap.dity and not
without ease,

We must first ask: Why so casily? Comrade Dimitrov,
hero of the Reichstag Fire Trial and leader of the Commumist
International, has explained the sitvation in powerful phrases
which ought to be read and re-read and deeply meditated upon:

* This has become possible as a result of the systematic
retreat by the Governments of the so-called democralic
States before fascist aggression.”

And from this statement he draws the conclusion:

. .. . Without muzzling the recactionary imperialist
cligues and the capitulationists of one’s own country, 1L 15
impossible to control the unleashed fascist brigands, it is
impossible to struggle successfully for the defence of hiberty
and independence of the nations, for the defence of world
peace.”’

The attitude of the reactionary imperialist elements in Britain
and France, with their spokesmen Chamberlain and Daladier, 1s
typical. We must hail the enthusiastic struggle conducted by the
vouth of Britain and France 2t the side of the whole people, the
struggle to drive Chamberlain and Daladier from power: and
we must show the vital position which the Young Communist
Leagues of both these countries hold in the vanguard in this
magnificent struggle.

To overcome Hitler, the war-monger, we have to confront,
in our own country, the reactionary imperialist cliques and the
capitulationists; we have to construct a * peace ring,” rcalising
Comrade Stalin’s words that ** internationalism is the basic idea
in the work of the Young Communist Leagues,”™

It is because the Young Communist International is
animated by such a spirit of internationalism that it and all its
affiliated bodies took part in the Second World Youth Peace
Congress, at Vassar in Augusi, 1938,

The success of this congress, in which 54 countries were
represented by more than 500 delegates coming from the most
diverse organisations—Communists and Socialists, Pacifists and
Conservatives, Liberals and Catholics, Christians and Free-
thinkers—is an indication of the profound hatred which the
youth of the world fecls for the aggressors. The abortive efforts
of Baldur von Schirach and the Trotskyists failed to diminish
the success of this world gathering, whose admirable decisions
have become well known as the Vassar Peace Pact.

One of its passages runs:

“We solemnly condemn all wars of aggression against
the political independence or the territorial or administra-
tive integrity of a State. We agree to use our influence
with our respective Governments every time that it may be
necessary, in order: (i) that they shall have recourse to
collective action 1o prevent aggression or put an end to it;
(ii) that they shall give elfective assistance to the victims
of aggression or violation of treaties; (i) that they shall
refuse war material or financial aid 1o the aggressors. We
resolve to mobilise world opinion to bring aid to the
victims."

This unanimous resolution of the Second World Youth
Congress conslitutes a solid basis of action for the defence of
peace. Nevertheless, since the aggression and invasion of
Czechoslovakia by the Nazi hordes, the movement of united
action by the youth for the defence of peace has not had the
scope and the effectiveness which are indispensable for success,

__—'-'-—'-—-—H-g'._l__
and that although the attitude of workin
favourable 1o the vicuum of this aggression. Ex youth wag

It is true that there have been, in Britain
States, and in France, movements of sympathy
with Czechoslovakia; bul they have not
For th.s there are several causes,

First of all, the movement is only just beginning 1o
experience in action, There is still serious disproporiio
the movement’s intentions and its effective aclion,
serious weakness which the " Leftist™ elements
Congress tried to aggravate in declaring for action of a ki
disproportionate to the aciual possibilities before the o
ment. The removal of this grave weakness is a question T'h%
receives much attention from the sincere friends of internati -
collaboration in all youth organisations which have rm‘?m
to defend peace. The last World Youth Council, thanks [;-ed
practical decisions regarding humanitarian aid for Spain uls
against the shameful anti-Semitic persecutions in Hitler Ger
many, has made an important contribution 10 the solution i
this difliculty. It is with the greatest optimism that we a °
the future of the youth pecace movement, s

The second causc 1s the weakness of propaganda work in
the youth movement, and also in the Young Communist
Leagues, in failing to explain the mystery surrounding the
Munich dictate. The lic that ™ firmness before aggression means
wiar" has not been destroyed in time. We have to learn to improve
the Marxist-Leninist education of the youth and to make them
familiar with the most modern methods of propaganda—
especially the radio and the cinema. The firm and logical attitude
of the U.S.S.R., under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, supreme
leader of ‘the world proletariat, to the peace problem provides
an example which the youth of all countries should [nIEm_

The third cause is the weak state of the revoluti
movement of world youth, owing to the continuous schism in
the ranks of the working-class youth. In recent years progress
has been made towards liquidating the schism in the workin
class youth, thanks to the cfforts of the Young Communist
International, in applyving the decisions of its Sixth World
Congress.  After Spain, where the Communist and Socialist
youth are united, in Belgium and Mexico and even in the
Scandinavian countries, relations have improved beiween the
Communist youth and the Socialist youth. The two Youth
Internationals collaborate to bring aid to Republican Spain.
Communist and Socialist students have created an international
centre of collaboration. These are results over which we rejoice
and from which we derive confidence for the future. But we
do not shut our eyes to the difficulties. Young Communists
and Socialists understand that in rejecting the united front with
the Communist International at the present time, the Second
International takes on the heavy responsibility of weakening
the forces of the international working class. Further, it is known
that certain reactionary leaders of the Belgian Labour Party,
the British Labour Party and Socialist Party of France are the
declared enemies of the budding unity of the youth movemen
and that they do everything in their power to break it,
as they are by certain youth leaders. -

We must raise higher than ever the ﬂlj of unity of the
voung gencration of workers and of the unity of the working
class, so that with the peoples of all countries they may present
a victorious front to Hitler's fascism and put a sharp end to
fascism's assault upon the rights of pecoples and upon peace
and liberty. . fok

The youth will be on the side of civilisation, with all its -
heart and all its energy. Bpe-"
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FROM THE YOUNG PEASANTS OF BELGI'UHJ&:
On November 27, the movement of the young sc N

Belgium organised a conference of tliic young
The delegates, young peasants, who <ame b SR gl
of Wallnﬁia, cxpressed their firm determination lﬂ -
immediate action for the defence of the young peasatt

conference decided to prepare a CONgress “'hlch'-;l.a +ha I\AOTD.
a powerful movement of the advance-guard
peasants. N Y

- T



No. |

United Front Against Fascism

We publish below an extract from the article on the
international situation which Comrade GrorGlt DiMITROV

published on the occasion of the 2st anniversary of the
October Revolution

HE ¢ntire course of events has shown how correct Comrade
Stalin, and on the basis of a Marxist-Leninist analysis, the
Seventh Congress of the Communist International, were when
they warned that the fascist governments are preparing a fresh
imperialist conflagration and issued the timely call to the working
people 1o resist fascism on the basis of a united Popular FFront.

In 1935 haly attacked Abyssinia.  In 1936 fascist Germany
arbitrarily tore up the Versailles Treaty and soon afterwards
organised with Italy armed intervention against the Spanish
Republic. In July, 1937, Japan launched a war no less nefarious
against China in order 1o compleie the conquest which was
commenced in 1931 by the annexation of Manchuria, In March,
1928, Germany occupied Austria, and in October scized the
Sudetenland, took possession of all the military-strategic positions
of Crechoslovakia in the endeavour to transform it into its virtual
colony.

*“ All these facts go to show that the second imperialist
war has, in lact, already begun. 1t has begun surrcptitiously,
without war being declared. States and peoples have some-
how imperceptibly crept into the orbit of the second
imperialist war. War has been begun in different parts of the
globe by three aggressive States: the fascist ruling circles of
Germany, ltaly and Japan. War has already succeeded in
drawing over five hundred million people into its orbit. In
the last analysis it is being waged against the capitalist
interests of Britain, France, the U.S.A., since its object is to
secure the repartition of the world and spheres of influence
to the advantage of the aggressive countries and at the
expense of these so-called democratic States. (Short Course
of the History of the C.P.S.U., pages 318/19, Russian edition.)

This series of sanguinary fascist crimes has become possible
because the ruling circles of the so-called democratic States have
systematically retreated before the fascist aggressors, although
they possessed adequate means wherewith to avert the outbreak
of war (collective action of the States, members of the League of
Nations, by employing Article 16 of the League of Nations
Covenant and by applying economic sanctions), and would have
met with the enthusiastic support of all pecoples who want neither
the bondage of fascism nor the horrors of war.

» However, the bourgeois governments did not put the
system of collective sccurity into operation. They did not
do so because they did not want to, because their policy 15
determined by the reactionary imperialist circles who, out
of fear of the growth of the working-class movement in
Europe, of the movement for national Jiberation in .-\f.in,
out of hatred for the land of Socialism, sacrificed 10 fascism
the interests of their own peoples. They supported German
faccism because they want in its person to have a Luropean
gendarme that strangles cvery democralic anti-fascist move-
ment of the masses of the people. In the name of t_hmr
narrow class imperialist interests they yicld the small nations
(o be rent asunder by fascism, thereby facilitating l:hc further
ageression of the fascist governments.” (G, Di_‘"f‘f?""’
To-day, to cover up their terrible rcspunuhlln%cs, the
Governments of London and Paris mitke the lying assertion that
by bending the knee to the fascist dictators they were saving the
cause of peace.
« At all the stages at which war was unleashed, only the
great Soviet Union pursued a firm policy of pcace. Had the
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other States accepied the proposals of the Soviet Government

regarding a collective repuise to the aggressor, peace would

have been preserved. Millions of pzople would not have

tt:.;cn hurled. 45 now, into the dloody shambles of destruction
v War,

rEucr}'bud}' 15 aware of the position zdopied by the
.‘i-:-'-.::l Union when German {ascism was brandishing the
knife over Czechoslovakia. In accordance with the agree-
ment concluded with Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union
declared before the whole world that it was ready to come
to the assistance of Czechoslovakia should the latter be
attucked, and would fulfil its obligation as provided for in
this treaty.

The whole world knows how the Soviet Union answered
the invasion of Soviet territory at Lake Hassan by the
Japanese S:mourat.

The Soviet Union pursues its policy in the interests of
the genuine defence of peace, in the interests of the working
pcople of all countries. Its peace policy corresponds to the
aspirations of all peoples. The Soviet Union 1s the power{ul
buttress of the struggle against wars of conquest, the
unfailing defender of small nations and weak countries
apainst fascist aggression and imperialist ensluvement. The
lund of Socialism is the staunch bulwark of the liberation
struggle of the working people throughout the world, the
most imporiant factor in rallying the forces of the inier-
national working class znd of the anti-fascist Pecopic’s Front.

The whole of working mankind is vitally interesied in
the all-round consolidation of the Soviet Union, in the
resolute strengthening of contacts between the great Soviet
people and the working class and peoples of the capitalist
countrics, Herein lies the most important guaraniee of the
successful struggle for world peace.

It would be u most dangerous delusion at the present
time for the labouring masses and the peopic to beheve the
false pro-fascist legend that it has been peace that has been
secured at the price of the predatory dismemberment of
Czechoslovakia, that German fascism has by this act of
violence completed the fulfilment of its programme of aggres-
sion in Europe and that the peopies may sleep in tranquillity
without gricvous thoughts about a new war. Only accom-
plices in the fascist crimes, only deceivers of the pcoples
or hopeless political blockheads can spread such a legend.
No person in his right senses will deny that it is precisely
since the Munich conspiracy that the effrontery of the fascist
aggressors has immensely increased.”

Thanks to the reactionary British and French bourgeoisie

German fascism has captured new, exceptionally favourable
military-strategic and economic positions for the further develop-
ment of imperialist war, not only in view of the redistribution of
the existing colonial possessions, but the repartition of Europe
itself. the colonisation of a number of European States and the
imperialist ensiavement of a number of European peoples. A
map circulated by the German fascists themsclves after the
occupation of the Sudetenland clearly demonstrates this plan. It
suflices to observe the disruptive work of German and lialian
fascism in a number of countrics and in the colonies 1o become
convinced that the fascists are really working to put these plans
inlo operation.

But the fascist plunderers are reckoning without the host

The peoples have not yet said their decisive word.

Never yet has the hatred felt for the war-mongers been so

profound and strong as at the present time. Quite recently tens

of millions of men in the majority of countries raised a strong
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protcst aga:inst the Nazi aggressors and demanded the unity of

the anti-fascist forces in Great Britain, France and the

Union in order to come o the ass:stance of Czechoslovakia
The smoke sereen created by the pro-fasc
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of reactionary leaders of the Second International and of the
lljltcrna::-.mni Federation of Trade Unions, and yignied o Con-
W

i

desi;

vince peopie that peace was saved in Munich, is beginning rapidiy
to disperse.

Two basic trends can be observed in international politics

. (1) The further conduct of the policy of agreement betieen
CUerman and lalian fascism on the one hand, and the imperialst
cliques of Grea: Britain and Fraace on the other: sn agreement
directed against the vital interesis of their own pooples, against
the poorly protecied nations raln | nicr-

and L ! :
National Labour Movement, against democracy,
land of Socialism.

(2) The movement of the working class united front, of the
united front of the peoples against this bandit agreemenst, against
fascist aggression, in defence of world peace.

This second trend which leads to the victory of the Spanish
and Chinese peoples, to the consolidation of the liberty and
{ the fascist

T
o
B

1Independance of the small nations, to the ¢urbing of
i -

garessors, corresponds (0 the interests of the working class and
of the peoples of all countries. But the mos: imporiant lesson
£ . -y e, - " . Wk : | o - L =gy L
ol the recen: evenls iIs al unidys 1N€ FCaClloNary (MIPpollddh.

cliques and capitulators in one’s own couniry are curbed it is
impossible to curb the unbridled fascist brigands, it is impossible
to conduct a successful struggle in defence of the liberty and
independence of the people and to defend world peace.
ne working class and its Communist vanguard is the mos!
resolute and consistent adherent and champion of peace. The
defence of peace cannot be achieved by wordy pacitist des!
tions and invocztions. What is needed s aclive struggle,
resistance 1a order 0 solve the {ollowing basic fasks:

To frusirate the policy of the bandit agreement beiween (ne
fascist apgressors and the imperialist c¢liques of Britzin «nd
Prance:

10 ofler resolute resistance in the countiries of Dourgeols
democracy 10 reaclion which is raising its head and is aimed at
the soctal achievements of the working peopie. at alC
liberties, at the Labour Movement:

10 ensure the victory of the Spanish and Chinese peoples
over the fascist vultures;

1o protect the Crechoslovak people and the peoples of the
small countries against foreign cnsiavement.

Forces that are quitc real exist for the solution of these
tasks. All that is necessary is that they be brought into aciion.

It would be ditficult in post-war political history to find
another moment when the interests of the working class,
peasaniry, petly bourgeoisie and the intelligenisia, when the
interest of the small nations, of the dependent and colonial
countries when the interest of culture and science, the interests
of peace and democracy, coincided and merged in 2 common
current against fascism, the worst enemy of mankind. such as the
present moment.

This is quite a real basis for the establishment and consoli-
dation of the united front of the working class and of the peoples
of all countries against fascist barbarism and the incendiaries of
imperialist war.

But if the international working class is to fulfil its role
of initiator, organiser and leader of a powerful united front
against aggression and fascist plundering. 1t must realise its own
strength and be able to make use of this enormous strength to
rally together the masses of the working people, and first and
foremost, it must establish unity in its own ranks. The
opponents of working-class unity and of the anti-fascist popular
front must be ruthlessly exposed and ousted as accomplices of
reaciion at home and of the fascist aggressors.

The fulfilment of the idea that is maturing in the ranks of
the Labour Movement regarding the calling of an International
Workers Conference of representatives of the organisations of
the working class of all countries would be an exceptionally
important step on this road.

Youth and Politics

jritish Youth and the Struggle
Arainst Chamberlain

By John Gollan (London)
I[' Hitler was the aggressor at Munich, Chamberfain »:
policy of " appeasement,” was his mzin mph;,“h
policy of ":_:ppc;si-:mt?l " expressed in honest h.I:
policy of zssistance 10 fasCist aggression and the m"-
democracy.

The Munich betrayal, put across in Britain 1o the
paniment of panic measures of trench diggmng, the ; accons.
gas masks, the mobilisation of the fleet and the "
units of the Territorial Army, was only possible m
lack of unity of the forces 2gzinst Chamberlain the lack

fasciss agzresson, and fasal »eak.

a clear-cut policy of halling fa
ness of the anti-Chamberlain forces at the critical poines of
struggle.

The results of Chamberizin's foreign policy have bees
zccompanied in Britzin by demands for more
or nothinz has been done for civilian defence, threats of attacks
on socizl services as 2 result of huge arms expenditure, increas.
ing moves to indusirial conscription, fascist national sevice,
attacks upon freedom of speech. censoring news reels 20d %0 oo

All these 1hings are arousing ever InCreaving marsey of
British people to a realisation of the foct 1hal cppeacsernens and
friendship with fascism means war and the destruction of
democracy both at home ard abroad.

This 1s admitted ¢ven by Government newspapers.  For
example, the Daily Express. Government newspaper, weoke
recently:

“Ts Mr. Chamberlain’s position crumbiing? There 5
ertainly less public support for the Prime Minister and his

[ ]

policy than there was a month ago. It would be foolish 2
pretend otherwise.™ _ .
In 2 whole series of bye-elections which have taken

since Munich, the Government has received a2 nomber of
devastating defeats.  In the five bye-elections covering a fair
sross-section of tHe country, the Government vote has been
v (124,028 voies as against 123,061 at the Geseral
Flection) and an increase in the Opposition vote (131,714 as
seainst 109.904) by 20 per cent. If this was maintamed on a
rional scale without splitting voies and the opposition was
cd. Chamberlain could be defeated to-morrow. A
thing about the clections has been the large
local agreements between the parties. Ths s
scen in relztion to the Perth bye-election where the Du
Atholl. opposition Conservalive, was standing agamsl e
Governmen:. and the Liberal candidate stood down to avod
splitting the vote. ;

In this situation, the need of the moment is unity of al
forces against Chamberlain. In this connection, significant eveats
have taken place over past weeks. While the Labour Py
leadership has still rejected the united suruggle, it 8 pE=
occupied with an incessant and increasing struggle Bty
ranks for unity. More and more leaders of the Laboar Farty
are being forced to consider a united alternative to L& e
The Liberal Party has announced its willingness to umile e
all forces against Chamberlain, and Sir Archibald Sinclair, 2
leader, has publicly announced his willingness 1o lead & umees
combination against Chamberlain composed of Liberal, L4950
and DpﬁsZ:inn Cﬁn&tﬁ'ﬁli\fﬁ Of great -h < Br
against Hitler is the significant opposition OOSCTVativs=
Churchill and Eden. So far there has been no clear prOST
matic declaration of this group, and while they are S-S
such ideas as more arms, and Duff Cooper has VeSS S
scription, Eden, for example, has declared, = We MmNt S
nation, agree not only on the steps we must Take |
defence in order, but on the purpose fur_'ﬁ. ' =S
are required.” There arc several essentials €0 |
" Those essentials are three—unity. ‘
justice.” On this basis he has spoken for Natio®

The key to the situation is Spain. All the
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Chamberlain h:
5 ‘ 128 expressed el in sver Inrease
ol food for Spain :up wll in ever increasing movement

. : wd apinst the granting of belliwe g
Even Eden and Dl Cooper, § CLUBSTENL Tights.

vention, have decliired

be a defeat for the dictators and 2 victory for democracy. The

. 3. or
;{.;::::1?;':‘.:.”} l”{]d the ( O-operative Mosvement have launched a
Ten million jeaflors of oo cns.0f towns have sent foodships.
rights, 10 be signed and sent 15 Members o g of belligerent
1S 3 Members of Parliament, have
been dlulnhu_ltd by the International Peace oxinEL .
cre: I‘n ?”,Ihn work the Youth Movement has piayed an ever in-
& S51ng part.  Recently there took plice the most representative
Lgnfurt-qcc Yl held of the youth organisations, for hlll‘lr'lnli*“‘triur:
aid 10 Spain.  Another Anglo-French Youth {'umpct:.rin; has
been I:E""chﬂl 10 send a youth foodship to Spain for Cﬁriﬁ.!m;a
Or the greatest importance is the Lmerpency Youth Peace
Campaign, a united Youth Movement against Chamberlain
launched jointly by the League of Young Liberals, members of
the I.;:hr:"mr League of Youth, the League of Nations Union
¥0u1]1 Groups, the Young Communist Leaguc, the Co-operative
outh, muny young Conservatives, the University  Lubour,
Liberal and League of Nations Socictics. Immediately after
Munich, un emergeney National Conference was held in [ondon
addressed by Captain Liddell-Ilarr, famous Military Corres-
pondent of the Times, and attended by 759 delegates and visitors
trom 26 different organisations, o

Captain Liddell-Hart, opponent of Fasc). Slenic:
critic of the Government, h:ﬁﬂ : pLoalskassismy and surtogical
" The keynote of your movement should be co-
operation with :m::tljing which fosters freedom @ non-co-
operation with anything that fetters it. 1t is spiritual folly
to go totalitarian in an cffort to stand against totalitarian-
ism.

. The main decision of this Conference was the call for the
unity of all progressive forces for an alternative government 1o
Chamberlain.  All opposition Icaders are being visited and the
position of the Youth Movement made clear on this issue. A
declaration of full support of the United Youth Movement for
all steps by such a government in resisting fascist aggression is
being made. The conference declared Spain is now the key to
peace, called for food, no belligerent rights, arms for Spain ;
and the unity of Britain, France and the Soviet Union, and an
understanding with the U.S.A. to halt fascist aggression.
~ The Conference made the position of youth clear to the
important question of national service. It declared that the
best defence of the people was a correct foreign policy for which
youth would willingly serve. Defence of the people requires a
united nation, an extension of democracy, a strong and healthy
vouth. It further declared ** We are prepared to give our service
to make air raid precautions the best possible defence and to
participate and take the initiative in all forms of democratically
organised mcasures 1o protect the people.” It concluded:

“We are ready 1o do everything that 1s necessary to
make Britain strong in defence of international Jaw. This
will ncver be accomplished while a policy is pursued which
sacrifices and demoralises our allies and fetters our liberty.
Whatever is necessary to arouse and inspire the youth of
this country can be carried out through the machinery of the
frce youth movement. We are prepared 1o play our part.”
The Conference decided to launch a National Youth Peace

Pilgrimage of 5.000 pilgrims to arrive in London for February
18 and 19, 1939, In all the big towns, the campaign for the
conference programme and against Chamberlain is going ahead.
One¢ million leaflets have already been, or will be, issued ; a
mass pamphlet, badge and ‘posters for the pilgrimage have been
issued. In the localitics the campaign is forging ahead. Mectings
and demonstrations have been planned, the Members of Parlia-
ment of the various towns are being visited by united Youth
Deputations. Not only is it a campaign against Chamberlain
for a Government of peace and resistance to fascism, but every-
where the Mayors of the towns are being visited for a town's
conference of all youth on defence. y
On February 18 the thousands of pilgrims will arrive in
London. There will be a march past the Cenotaph in Whitehall
to thc Empress Stadium, seating 10,000, for a mass rally on
Youth'’s programme. There will be a deputation to the Govern-

Previously supporting non-inter-
a Government victory in Spain would

— — —— 5

ment, 1o present the demands. Al the political |
opposttion will be visited by deputations of the pil =il
!hu_dc:r_*::md o 4 united stand apgainu f'hnmhgiflm‘ with
declaration of full support of democratic youth fo .1;' and 2
.”H:rl.‘ 'ﬁ_:” be o di.";".ll::.'tflf_}n 10 th.: Hr““h B'g‘d1‘--'+ T ihs sland,
the main newspapers, : : Jaccasiing Company,
4 1 papers, and the news reel companies o
poiacy. The pilgrims will then return o their areas . B
next steps in the fight, . % 10 plzn the
This greatest united campaign of the Youth
has just been launched., But already A, J {_“
Liberal commentator, has writlen ,h{, Ea
movement in the News Chronicle (December 8 1938) shoy fa s
cvents have taught the vouth of Britain :ﬁ{:ﬂi"f‘m-;?f!_-ﬁfn.
qu:;d!;; :.i:u;:l:is;.d of the Government, although hc;. --.-:,: ;-:pg.;
o delend the people and save a cause i h' ok o 4 -
He concludes © s | which they belicve.
" Political purties used to think they could control their
own 'T.'iﬂL;f.‘h oreanisations sufhiciently well to tip the reservoir
Lor all thetr par * the - L e .
true to-day, e S K
I'he growth of independent or swemi-independent move-
ments of men and women under the 2pe of thirty, may yet
decide the fate of British Parliament. It could do <o almost
a1 onee under genuine leadership.” )
~ The youth of Britain, knowing the stigma and <hame of
Chiamberlain so well, are striving 1o face up 10 their responsi-
bilitics,  Unitedly they will stram every nerve 1o helo ‘-L"l'lﬂ_lﬁl"l
Chamberliin, and open a new era for the forces of p;_m and
Iiberty.

Britain has seen
Cummings, noted
ut this growing youth

Munich and Ourselves

By C. B.
N the last three months the vouth of France has undcrgone
a severe test. It 1s a period worth surveving.

August 1938—The advantages gained for French vouth by
the Popular Front were particularly appreciated in holiday time.
T;'n: mghways and byways of France were crowded with groups
ol young cychists, hikers and campers enjoying well-earned
recreation.  They were profiting from the June conquest—the
forty-hour week, holidays with pav, and higher rates of wages.

But if the young people of France are gay, they are not
lightminded. In 1938 they collected more than a million francs
for Republican Spain. Many of them went to take up arms
against fascism, as members of the International Brigade; among
them were nine members of the Central Committee of the Young
Communist League. At the great International Youth Peace
Congress at New York, in August, there were 10 delegales
representing French vouth and bearing its message of peace to
the world. These voung people who are faced by the struggle
for happiness are optimistic and confident of the future.

In September the sky became ¢louded. Hitler brandished
his war-threats in the face of the world as he advanced against
Czechoslovakia. The militancy of young France increased, no
less ardent than its desire for peace. The young men responded
splendidly to the maobilisation order given by Daladier—given,
unfortunately, only with the wvilest motives.

Expressing the attitude of young France as a whole, the
Young Communist League issued, on September 17, a manifesto
which was published in the FAvanr Gard and in 28,000 leaflets.
Here are a few extracts:

*We are with the vouth and the people of Czechoslo-
vakia, who do not want 1o have their country dismembered.
It is in the first place a question of justice and right. Above
all, what is at stake is the existence of France and the peace
of Europe.

Hitler will retreat if we stand firm.

We, the vouth of France, for whom the defence of the
nation is identical with the defence of the democratic liber-
ties and social laws gained by the Popular Front, will not
permit any attack upon the forty-hour week nor upon any
of the conquests of June, 1936. )

In this grave hour when the war-clouds are gathering.
the younger generation of our country, which has a decisive
role to play, must give the example of unity which alone
can achieve peace.”
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mmtllgﬁt}'ﬂmh meelings were organised in several French

» bu ¢ most important was that at Winelsheim, where

mrickcbr';nﬂgg Alsatians met on mobilisation day, while the panic-
urgcoisie were flecing towards Paris,

. B“‘_ﬂ" Scplpmbcr 30 the heroes of Munich consummated
lhc:_r crime against the natwons, against Czechoslovakia and
against peace.  Falling victims to the war-blackmail, deceived
by villainous demagogy of Munich, considerable sections of the
youth at first took the Daladier-Chamberlain capitulation to be
a real saving of peace.

i The Young Communist League lost no time in denouncing
ﬂ'us_lrcachcr}' i a vigorous placard. of which more than 10,000
Copies were posted up throughout France. Its substange was as
follows:

* Resign, Daladier ' &

"You are leading France towards catastrophe.

" Forswearing your allegiance to the Popular Front,
you are attacking our social conquests. You are putling
yvourself at the service of the Two Hundred Families.

*We will not permit you to turn the Pyreneces into i
Nazi frontier, :

“War can be prevented by the unity of the democratic
States,

“We call upon the youth to unite and tear up the
shameful ultimatum you signed, in order that we may save

France, liberty and peace.”

This denunciation was so embarassing to the Government
which had gone 1o Munich that in several cities arrests were
made of the bill-stickers. The placards themselves were torn
across 1in almost every ¢ase.

But the young militants were not discouraged. In many
districts they took the initiative admirably by reproducing the
placard in leaflet form, and so bringing it to the public nolice,
At the same time they protested against Daladier’s attack on free
speech. )
As it was easy to foresee, the policy of submission to fascism,
which embodied the Daladier-Chamberlain  foreign  policy.,
brought with. it also an increase in their fatal complacency to-
wards the aggressors in Spain. At home, it meant an attempt
to deliver up the French people to the savage attacks ol the
financial oligarchy.

The pressure of foreign fascism began 1o extend itself over
our ipternal politics.

The dangerous situation was analysed by the C.C. of the
Young Communist League, at a meeting at Ivry, on October 31.
As a result, a proclamation was issued containing the following
important passiages:

“ Forward, youth ol France.

“OIld, witkered politicians, servile in  international
hnance, are turning our country into a mockery: they are
weakening it in strength and prestige. They are trying to
force our country to give way to the threats of fascist
powers and to break with our glorious traditions.

" No!  We shall never allow foreign dictators to have
their will in France.

" We desire peace ardently,
prefer slavery to death, the youth reply:

" We shall save both life and liberty.

“ We shall carry on the tradition of France.

* Youth wants a new life!

" Make way for a government of the people. loyal to
the pledges given in May, 1936 ! "

The youth of France was quick to estimate the extent of
the Munich disaster; anger mounted against the traitors of
Munich.

But the Daladier government, casting aside parliamentary
control in its hostility to the people, has issued a whole regiment
of decrees making for hardship and social reaction.

What do these decrees mean for the youth?

They take away from 300,000 young unemployed every hope
'Fl[ ﬁndmg work, since th-l..‘:_‘,' mcrease the "-L'ﬂ]’kjl],[: hours ”f those
in employment and put an end to recruitment for public works
| [t can be predicted that these decrees will increase the unem-
playment of young persons to a considerable extent. for Just ;
T:ﬁr crcfusfl pensions which would permit old workers to L:Hn:,l:
well-earned r 0t v Sl o
production. est, they prevent youth from taking its part again in

To those who say they

i

By suppressing the 40-hour week which the
enjoy healthy sports, cultural activities and travel youth ¢,
attack our well-being. « lhege
They arc alrcady about to suppress holidays with .
are so necessary if young Wﬂrkiur! are to regain fujl PRY, wh ,J
a year’s explonaton. In nullifying these arti nfhlﬂ. |
agreementy, which forbid picce-rates, they open “!em'“
savage Tiilln].:.'l:ﬂl“iﬂllﬁn. £ : door o
Since they treat the youth as machinery,
wibotage apprenticeship. ‘The measures su Ky lhf: docreey
tional training arc nothing but a muﬂkﬂi‘ Imlnd
francs to be devoted to this plan will not make jt len
every young man and woman to have a trade, as wag Possible for
the decree of May 24, 1938, Such a sum would Ffom;ﬁ

possible the re-training of 2,000 workers., Make
These decrees bring us nearer to the fascist system
labour. They are intended to make us subservam to “IPEH |

laid down by the exploiters, on pain of dismissal wj Conditions
and six lﬂpﬂth‘i' unr.:rr_lplo:.'rn:nt without benefit of ulhn"y _lm -
the possibility of getting new employment. nor

The youth, always the most heavily exploi
no longer have any voice in the defence qfﬂﬂﬁ? Stratum,
No one under 21 will be allowed to vote in the Inleresyy
trade union delegates in the factories, and no one clection \
be eligible f{;r ﬂﬂ:‘;l;nni-. under 25
Not only will the meagre wages of you
severely hit by the increase in indirect I:llalil&!‘l'l. l;.l‘I -I;I:tm be
tice who carns less than 10,000 francs a year will bet‘n&:' :
2l

direct tax of 200 francs a year.

In spite of the fact that those who draw y
underline the dangers of the falling birth rate g‘:‘m
young men and women will be forced down to such 2 Jow
of existence that they will have no hope of marnyi et
up a home. It has not occured to Minister Pay] R Selting

grant the just claim for allowances to young f 3 to

Finally, these decrees put a stop to large-scale
This means not only increased unemployment, bug Eﬁm
building of schools, healthy dwellings and sports m?
which are vital 10 the intellectual and physical development o '
voung France, _
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Thus these decrees sacrifice our youth upon the akar
mammon, while bringing France ever ncarer to catastrophe,
stead of to greater strength. 7
The youth know all this, That is why they have s
such great enthusiasm in taking part, with their fathers sad
clder brothers. in the gencral strike of November 30 The
will remain united In action in order to drive from office thos
;\_*hr.} went to Munich and are now bringing about the ruinof
'TANCE. -t
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German Youth and the Anti-

Jewish Pogroms
By Felix Pohl

"l"'HE overwhelming majority of the German people |
that they have nothing whatever to do with the antiJewss
pogroms organised by the Nazi Government. =y
“1t is not right; the Jews are human beings " s
“ 1t is not the Jews, but the Nazis, who are Germanys s
fortune.” ** Wrath of the people! Ridiculons, 0ol 0% &8 &
workers employed at our place took part, even the NazE S
against it.”  ** No wonder that we are decnﬂlig er e |
1t 1s a disgrace to Germany.” st
An Arvan shopkeeper: * The more the JEWS &€ PRt
the worse off we are. They have broken Hirsch's (FESSSS
keeper) windows, but 1 shall have to shut ma:; 0Py
have ruined me with their high taxes.” B
A former Nazi: * And what good do we geUMEES
Jewish pogroms? WNot an ounce more bulters ARSE

pogroms, then pogroms of the bosses!™ 8
This is the opinion held in Germany 0f (eSS
realised that the pogroms are di d not *;é}f'T:_ -
section of the population, but in reahity agi o
and in particular against the opponenis O A
Propaganda Minister Goebbels has not SUGEESS

i
i

o).
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Press slanders and threats

: in making the G ’ -
that peace has been saved by Ihcgh!u‘:-,iﬂfrmdn people believe

Th;”":‘ .'::;,',Hil"l_ﬂl the other nations, just as they
- € Munich Peice ™" has b '

; | ich. T : rought the to1l-
B Masses no alleviations, but, on the contrary, frq:fh bu:‘:dt"l'i

‘ll ; - iy . i C
steater output through increased cxploitation, inferior food ¢'C.

Fhe workers of Germane - : .
another. (thmh'ﬁ} e “"hl'np-[_‘nng about all this 10 one

¥ In order to distract the attention of t
evils, and to shify responubility for them
vrganised these savage pogroms, A w
- ‘ : . Or
N Voss, |Iilr'[1bUfH. eapliined
POEroms h; }{;um!;ﬂ!:;:l;_:;:rr:n;‘rg h?r“}]'fv:xfnlllnwing fable:

The Lo i once sad: My people are a set of rats.

Y Must be put into a sack and shaken up continually, to
prevent them from gnawing through the sack. This is how

It 15 n ‘qunl;m}' to-day.™ '

o ;\mt tl'm IS rlrm:f ‘Thi:'!_N.’n'l*. are exerting every cffort to
| €Nt any umity of the toiling people acainst their Oppres.ors
l:‘lnc_wcnun of the people is plaved off :.gﬂim: another.  Yester-
uay it was the Marxisis who were to blume for the distress, 1o-day
'S the Jews, A Catholic rightly declared: * To-day they are
"“{';””:"ff d'f""'"" the Yy nagoguces, to-morrow it will be our churches,
ke 1 he (s tat e eon g ecPIS ot e i
mediacval methods, i e T

‘What is the attitude of German yvouth towards the anti-
Jewish pogroms of the Jast few days? A large number of reparts
state that many Hitler Youth members have taken part in the
looting of Jewish shops und maltreatment of Jews., A repart
from Cologne states, for instance, that the Hitler Youth have
behaved with great brutality, In many towns whole units of the
Hitler Youth have been sent under command to carry out
pogroms.

But 1t would be wrong to assume that the majority of Ger-
man ‘outh, or even of the young people organiscd in the Hiuler
Youth, welcome these pogroms.  Those who have taken part are
tor the most part very young. misled elements. 1t must not be
forgotten abroad that the children in the schools, und the young
people in the ™ Hitler Youth ™ and ™ League of German Girls
are systematically trained in anti-Semitic spirit.  The notorious
pornographic children’s books of the chief anti-Semite, Julius
Streicher. are to-day officially recognised lext-books. Day
by day the children are told that the Jews are to blame for all
poverty and want, all evils. It would be a mistake to ignore the
fact that this training bears cerlain fruit among youth.

But to the honour of German youth it may be stated that the
majority of them reject this barbarism! In shame and d'sgust
they turn from this mediacval bestiality, unworthy of a civilised
nation, Heated discussions took place during the pogrom days
in the factories, the ™ Hitler Youth,” the sports’ clubs, the voca-
tional schools. The following argument was often heard: —

" We have been running upstairs and downstairs for weeks,
collecting rags and scrap metal, and now valuable goods are
being destroyed in a few hours on orders from * above.” No,
they won't get me to go out collecting any more.” _
Three young workers, one of them a Hitler Youth, having

the opportunity of hearing the world opinion of the anti-Jewish
pogroms by means of a translation of a foreign newspaper, were
greatly impressed. "It is not right to hold all German Jews
responsible for the deed of one,” was their unanimous conclusion,
" Our newspapers are cut to the pattern of the Propaganda
Ministry; they say nothing about this.

It should be mentioned that adults did a great deal towards
enlightening the young people in the progrom days. Parents
restrained their children from following the orders of the Hi ler
Youth to loot the Jewish shops. It is reported from Fran fort
on the Maine that mothers there went to their children's tcachers
and protested against the anti-Semittic agitation in the schools,
The mothers continue to complain that National Socialist cdu‘ca‘-
tion is converting their children into savages. One mother said:
* Everything that was once sacred 1o us is now dragged in the
mu‘i-&:\'cml cases are known where teachers, consciovs of ther
responsibility, have cautiously enlightened the children un er
their #are against the anti-Jewish pogroms. During the last few

he people from these
o others, the Nazis
kman employed by Blohm
the meaning of the anti-Jewish

e e

o __-__———_ﬁ——’_-
days some German mothers hes : :
! M i " ] "!::.n: Oy nie '
the Jewish Mthﬂ. which had - ! bh 10 the owners of

been wrecked

and pl
the goods stolen by i oo,

hive restored to thern :
v m the:r L'hﬂd'ﬂ'ﬂ d.l'.l.fl

the pogrom.
The German anti-fascists wi

Il spare no cfor:
) L L t..["r|*l- :
misled youth, The sirugple 3

cnlighten
‘ “4E2inst these pogroms e
F;q only the duty of the Germuan pzople. and of the fjc;;l::;ct:‘
aseisls in particular. Comrade Fieck suys rightly -

[his fight against the barbarism of Miler fasciom 1s the

aflair not only of the workins masses of Germany

Ufflht people {}_!_ the whole world. Th:.‘{;f;!:?d::;t}:ﬂh?jﬁ
d-_-,c:i-.::: of the independence, democracy and libzrty of the
propies against which Huler fascism e committing it
crimes. It s a fight for the mainienance and g:u,E n?
peace 1 face of the war provocateurs Therefore a.!‘znm
wnd women who sre rendered indignant by the cruel anti.
Jewish pogroms of Hitler fascism and proles! apaing IL,::-.,
must draw the correct conclusion that the only way h_.,. -': HI
this fascist barbarism and war provocation is by ér:;n'nf;,
broud internationy) hghting front against Hitler fascism and
against his confederates among the Teaclionary sections of
,ﬂf‘: bourgeoisie nfi the democratic countries und against 'lh;
I'rotskyist agents in the wOorking class.”

Young Spain Fights and Works

By Luisa Rivaud
f[‘HE }'ﬂu'.lh_of Spain to-day is split in two. The 1wo sides
are divided not only by trenches running across our
countryside, separating the Republican zone from the invader's

7one. but also by dilferences which go stili deeper than the
trenches,

It suffices to
rebels in order
the vouth,
discipline,

glance at the so-called youth press of the
to realise that it is not actually concerned with

In the army the youth have to submit to Prussian
and in the factories and fields to iniguitous exploita-
ton. One may say that, here, the vouth have ceased 1o be
young.  Even small children lack the characteristics of child-
hood, for their games have been replaced by the idea of war,
by drilling and marching. And in the same way the yvoung men
#re not young. They hght, they risk and lose their lives at the
front, without knowing for w*>m or for what. but driven ahead
by force, without faith or will of their own.

In contrast, we have our own youth, the vouth of loyal
Spain, the youth who know for whom and for what they are
fighting, and who fight in the burning desire 10 drive oul the
foreign invader, so that Spain may once again belong to the
Spamards,

Before July, 1936, the working class vouth of Spain were
completely different from what they are to-day. Exploited,
driven by the necessity of earning a harsh livelihood, they
worked only for a bare existence. In spite of the great misery
of their life. they had also a certain recklessness and irresponsi-
bility —qualities not unnatural to youth. .

Bul when the traitor generals rose in revolt against the
lawful govzrnment of the Republic, the working class youth,
who had been on guard for days on end, in their organisations,
vigilantly watching the slightest move on the part of the age-old
cnemy-——the youth of M-~drid. Asturias, Catalonia and cverv
part of Sprn, recognising the cravity of the situation, were the
first to arise and take arms. Or. when there were no »rms for
them, adva~ced against the encmy with nothing but sticks and
spades. Among these young men there developed a rapid sense
of responsibility, and thev lost the'r former carelessness. .

Every doy. from everv orgonisation, the vouth came in
their hundreds, bound for **2 front. The Ma2drid bronch of the
United “o~i<"ict Yourh, 21r-ndv the most powerful youth organi-
sation in Spain, became - emall-scale War Office. It was from
these offices that the first ~»'umns marched. the first bttalions
left for th> various fron'<  1° was *here that arms and the still
rudimen’srv cquipment wos d'stributed.

From = takng of " - “fan"~~= and otter b rrcks they
pressed *n o the Sier  Many of these boys had brought
with t+= 't <hnlfr’ > ters “nd workmates Th vouth
columns - 2o nte “===> hu' n~ one thouett that

® - -5 0 7 "o !T or m.,n:f.'m
they wou'd be able to b t. whaut supplies ¢
: Al v Tk g0 L - ~m¢ brck, with tomn clothes,
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h;.?‘?ﬁd 1;_‘5’ the fierce July sun, and very hungry. In the enthw
I'- ol the first hours no one had remembered that even at

the
u:n.-L. I:Tﬂ_"ll one has to eat and drnk, and that one cannu ee
erything with heroism.

p This picce of organisation Wis then
c‘-l w - = " - _ = - i
“::_‘!t:lii m.:l rapidly, like so many other necessities. A first md
CTVICe was also established without loss of time,  The most

:u;-;l:iugq hotels in Madrid and the Jargest palace rooms were
urned mnto hospital wards and operating rooms,  The aristo-
cratic clubs were converted into rest homes for wounded militi
men, invalids and convalescents.

o _-""gﬂj-l all this time the girls were working in the rearguarnd,
Organising workshops whick turned out clothing for the militia
il a real war tempo.  Others took service in the hospitals or
accompanied the doctors with the ambulances. Others remained
al the hr:a:.:l of their organisalions.

The nirst feverish weeks passed and with them passed some
of the disorder cngendered by the situation. Above all what
was clear was the nced for organisation,

What, in principle, secemed to be a minor contlict, castly
suppressed, turned out to be more serious,  Even ol this ume
1t had ceased to be a civil war. Germany and Ttaly began 1o
send material and troops to the rebel generals. The war became
an anvasion,  All that our people had wis their courage and
thetr bare hands, against Krupp's artillery and Capronis and
Savolas, ~ Evidently, courage was not enough, [t wis necessary
to organise a real army and a united command.

The vouth, convinced of the importance of their role, began
to swell the ranks of the army with the best of their men, already
proved in struggle, and who were 1o reveal themselves as
potential leaders and aviators. From the very beginning of the
war the factories had been deserted. So were the political organi-
<ations. Many, therefore. had to return from the fronts to take
up their former work and carry it on, not in the old way, but
with accelerated vigour. Boys in the factories transferred the
heightened rhythm of their pulses to the machinery. The ccn-
tralising of organisation was the best method of helping the
Government cause. The vounyg girls' workshops, previously
small and scattered, were co-ordinated under the military ad-
ministration.

This was in the first days of November, They were days
of tragedy for the Madrilenos, but even more disastrous for the
rebels. who had thought they could scttle the Republic quickly
by taking the capital- With ever increasing ardour, the youth
showed their matunty, their new sense ol responsibility.  In
helping the defence junta, under General Miaja, they were given
responsible positions, some of them as important as public order,
the press, cte. It was not only the youth of Madrid who helped
to save the situation. All over loyal Spain, in the trenches, in
the fields and factories, in offices, youth was doing its share.
The youth of Valencia helped to evacuate Madrid, providing
shelter and care for the women and children in an attempt to
<ave them from terrible air raids, The same was done by the
Catalonian youth.

In Valencia, January, 1937, a Youth Conference was
organised by the United Socialist Youth. But this was more
than a conference of one organisation : it wias, as every one
recognised, a conference of the youth as a whole. Young people
from all organisations took part. Beside the leaders were young
officers from the army, soldicrs, intellectuals, and girls. From
this conference were drawn lessons of vital importance, direc-
tives which remain printed on the minds of the whole of Spanish
youth and which they have been following unceasingly since that
tme. It was there that the first anti-tank fighters spoke ; their
lessons segved to broaden the movement which is gur glory to-
day. It was there that the independent organisafion for girls
was set up, a broad organisation which includes young people
of all tendencies and which is known to-day as The Union of
Young Girls of Spain- Above all, it was from this conference
that the Young Anti-fascist Alliance was developed ; to-day it
is a magnificent reality.

The enormous mass of the youth who form the ranks of the
Republican Army have important things to think of besides the
daily preoccupations of waging war. For the youth organisa-
tions are expected to provide Icaders, officers, and commissars ;
some of them are less than 23 years of age. Aided by their
men, they are constantly giving new impetus to their units. Few
units do not possess an educational club for the men, where the
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d d think, 1 d | -
soldiers may read on ink, in order o apply .
which wm; from the rearguard, At the tfrf}g :]hc o
vouth are fipkting and dying in the army, they are
acquire cultural and technical knowledge useful for the
they are defending. The youth were the first to form the
tank und anti-aircraft brigades. 1t is they who have done
oreatest deeds of heroism in the air and at sea. Tre
carricd out exploits like thut of Jose Luis Diez ; and thiry :
time is passed 1n polishing and cleaning their weapons go
ceonomise to the utmost degree on material which js g
needed in the rear.
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‘The vouth, and especially the girls, taking the place
responsible comrades who have gone to the front, carry on
fight in the rear, They work with a magnificent spirit,
only to make cach day's work beller than yesterday's
every factory worked by the youth is noted for its shock bﬂm
However tired one is, one has to do the job better in the
space of time. To carc for the machine as if it were a -
treasure, the vital instrument with which one works 1o f
victory, And, coming oul of the faclory or workshop, NE
lime for repairing and restoring everything whick may be
1o the Government.  The youth issued the cali o collect
old iron: 1 o 1'11[1:1‘:;"::' thous:ends af tons had b-:cn mﬂm
11 the same fortnight metire upon melre of barbed wire was tent
o the front (o contribaie o the delence of positions. The paper
factories received tons of old clothes.

‘I he whole of our youth has learnt 1o repeat : * The harvest
i siered.” * Not a grain of corn, not a single fruit shal] be
lost.” is the response. The promise has been kept.  The soldi
workers, voung girls, all spend their free hours in the country
helping the peasants. In the ficlds of Spain to-day only the old
people remain.  The voung men have exchanged the plough for
the rifle ; but they have not abandoncd the plough completely.
Whenever it is possible, and whenever it is necessary, young men
and wirls return to the hard work in the fields. They have
brought in several harvests: Now that they have gained the
battle of reaping, they will gain the battle of sowing.

The young peasant girls want to remain peasants. Others
want to learn to be so. That is why we have established farm-
whools, so that the Spanish countryside may be able to
supplies for its army and civil population, and, in the future, be
one of the real sources of wealth in the new Spain.

All youth’s activities are dominated by a great spint of
construction ; they have a vast hunger for knowledge, to know
more and to be of more use. Confronted with the enemy’s
work of destruction. they redouble their desire to triumph, to
gain victory .which will enable them 10 build.

The Chinese Youth in the Struggle
Against Japanese Invasion

By James Gordon
VYV HEN the civil war was still raging in China, the Chinese
yvouth and students played an important role in restonng
national unity and building up the united front against the
Japanese imperial aggression. In 1931 the Chinese Communist
Party, faced by the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, declared
publicly its policy of *internal peace and resistance Illi'!i
Japan.” In 1935 the Communist Party gu_hlﬁhtd the famous
August 1 declaration, calling for the establishment of & Sir
national united front against the Japanese In At X
of the same year, when the Japanese armies were threateaing o
continue their advance into the five northern provineess, v 2o
of thousands of Chincse students, starting Wwith the IS
Peiping demonstrations of December 9 and 16, i
the main twenty citics, carried on strikes, in several Cti& e
pied the stations and commandecred trains 10 drive MemE-
Nankin the capital; calling for the cessation of the civil e |
united action by the different political parties L‘V*
of all armies and all forces of the Chinese peo]?ﬂ to OIT
the Japanese invaders and defend the territorial ItegrytE
country. oS
In July, 1937, after the Lukouchiao ','-.b-;-;;' ="
miliatrists began a large scale war of 2 0D !
people. With the end of the civil war and the -
unity between Communist and Kuomintang
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of resistance, the Chin -
: . ¢s¢ youth ; .
h:rnn_: struggle for the dcl‘j::ncc ::fu rt?:ljr s onis towards'(hs

. Speaking at Hankow o 3 S
tional Student Delegation l!r:a:dﬂ}' 26 of this year to the Interna-

- visited China, W ; :
tary of the Chinese Communist Party, 5:.Iiud;_ ARSI, Setre

“ You have heard that the Chine
: s¢ youth have strug
ceasclessly for the last two decades fur} inlcllccluglﬁl;%cfg

and for international peace. You will also be aware that

the Chinese youth possess | | iri |
- an international spirit which has
prompled them to co-operate with the
] : ¢ youth
world for the liberation of man : S dlions ot

] [ kind, . . . Of the milli
our soldiers fighting and dying at the I'rnnl,c}ﬂlln?n:n;{

constitute the overwhelming majority.  Our youth have

organised countless wartime servic :
- ¢ corps working :
front and in the rear. Ling; at-ine

Six hundred young Chinese soldiers
defended Paoshan (near Shanghai) liscrallfr to the last man,
It was our youth who formed the Doomed Battalion of 800,
It is our youth who are fighting in the air defence. Li Kuei-
Fan brought down a dozen cnemy planes on February 18,

and gave his life to his country. Chen Huei-Min, when
wnunglqd, crashed hi:s. plane against an enemy one so that
he willingly dicd with his enemy. Yen Hai-Wen, after
having made a forced landing behind the enemy's lines,
kl"i.‘.dr ten enemies and then kimself.  They were still in their
twentics when they died in defence of their country. On
May 19, Hsu Hsian-Sheng, Tung Yen-Po, Chiane Shao-Yu,
Han Kuang-Hua, An Sih-Chiu and Mei Yuan-Pei made a
surprise appearance over the Japanese islands and dropped,
not bombs, but leaflets. These brave aviators are young
men. Lin Piao, the famous commander of 8th Route Army,
credited ‘wuh a major victory at the battle of Ping Hsing
Kuang, is a modern knight of 28. Nieh Enh, the famous
composer and author of the * March of the Volunteers* and
many other songs on national themes, sung by millions of
people in China, was scarcely 24 years old when he left the
world which worshipped him.”

A view of the Chinese army to-day, both soldicrs and oflicers,
gives the strong impression that it is an army of the youth. In
all universitics and sccondary schools of the country the students
follow courses of military training, young men as well as young
women. In the villages of Kwantung and other provinces, under
the leadership of the young peasants, self-defence groups are
organised. The peasant youth play a role of special importance
in the different partisan units all over China, and in these the
students, particularly the students whose universities and schools
have been destroyed or occupied by the Japanese armies, are also
very active. One of the guerilla units operating around Peiping is
known to the people as * the Students Army.” In the 8t Route
Army Schools, and in the partisan schools in other parts of the
country, as, for example, at Kinghua in Chekiang province, young
workers and peasants come from all parts of the country to learn
the tactics ancguerilln warfare, and at the same time 1o study
reading and writing, the history of their country and international
affairs. so that when they go to war, fully conscious of why they
arc fighting and the justice of their struggle against Japanesc
imperialism, they are infinitely superior in morale to the young
Japanese soldiers conscripted against their will to carry on a war
of aggression in a foreign land. Youth from all parts of the
country are flocking to the different political ar_:d military train-
ing inslitutes to preparc themselves for officers’ rank or to join
the ranks of the “ Political Workers who are attached to mnn}t:
sections of the army, and whose task is lo carry on wﬂrk_ ﬂk
education amongst the troops, intelligence work, contact wor
with the Japanese troops, and to form solid links of friendship
and cooperation between the army and the people. The fValn-
ard of National Liberation of China,” organisation ol the
Egvanccd youth founded three years 2£0, or anised soon after the
war began thousands of youth for guerilla warfare, who Farr:
fighting with Fan Chuo-Shieni’s army in Shantung, w;.ths I:.’;". l!l?j:,
Tung's army around Peiping, and in the provinces O .
i and Chahar. : )

H':!'I:"slllnv:l'nind the lines the Chinese youth is mrrymghur;utig;j:fi
f mobilisation for national defence with the same heroi ‘
ﬂmn}?u;l There are more than 60 million refugees in China
from lhcircsiuns destroyed or occupied by thfl hf:&ﬁ; [:.,-,r::}lfi
Much of the work of transport of n:fu;::-cs “E:.n gss A

camps ir the western provinces (0 receive them i
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the youth. In the hospitals and dressing-stati

of experienced du:mnp;nd Nurses, a h:n}- ;Tmmﬁ ﬁ
on the shoulders of the youth. Students with only a {é. yeary
m:du:;n_t training have to perform serious operations, the various
youth and school organisations send “ comforting squads ™ 1o the
front, and send groups to the hospitals to dress the wounds, sew
and write lellers for the soldiers, serve their food, sing and read
to them. The Boy Scouts and Girl Guides organisstions also
form Red Cross Groups, and reliefl groups, and carry out anti-
espionage work. The Shanghai Boy Scouts played a prominent
part in the defence of their city, The Y.M.CA. and YW.CA.
organize popular education travelling groups, relief works of all
sorts, war service groups that distribute food at the front to the
troops and wounded, popular classes in defence from gas and
air raid attacks. The student organisations carry on work of
popular education, of relief for refugees. of aid 10 the wounded,
as well as organising the peopie for defence in the rear. Their
organisations are developing rapidly. At the 2nd National Con-
ference of the Chinese Student Union for National Salvation,
held in Hankow last March, 600,000 students from schools and
unmiversities all over China were represented. The young workers
have given a great example of heroism behind the lines, where
they organised shock groups on the raillways 1o regzin the lines
destroyed by bombshell, and the young employees of the civil
aviation companies have also done heroic work to maintain com-
munications which are so precious for national defence,

In the Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region, former Soviet
Region of China, about a million people live under a democratic
administration with universal suffrage, and full freedom of speech,
assembly and press. In the Border Region, which gives an
example of democracy and of mobilisation for resistance to
Japanese imperialism 1o the provinces of China, more than
90 per cent. of the people are organised in vast voluntary mass
organisations of peasants, workers, merchants, intellectuals, elc.
In the last annual report of the Border Region Government,
written by Lin Chu-Han, its President, he writes: * Most pok-
tical, military and social work in the Border Region 1s under-
taken by the younger gencration. In fact, nothing can succced
very far without the courage, ability, enthusiasm and energy of
vouth,” In the Border Region education is extended to a very
large percentage of the population and is rapidly spreading under
the efforts of the Bureau of Education. The curriculum of the
schools, of the universities like the Anti-Japanese University
(Kang-de), the North Shansi Academy (Shenpei), the Lu Hsun
Arts School. aims 1o increase the military and political _knnw]_cdga
of the students so that they can play an effective role in national
defence. Tens of thousands of young men and women have left
these schools and universities to take important posts in military,
political and social life. With the aid of the Border Region q::\-:
ernment the “Youth North-West National Salvation Association
has been organised with tens n[llhousanfls_ of members, where lhl-"-’
vouth receive political and mulitary training, and through which
they carry on work of social service and relicf and education.

The Youth North-West National Salvation Association has
its own University—the ** Youth Training Institute, ‘where, with
a young worker as “ Rector © of the University, ““h.‘F“h“:i
mostly youths who have had experience 10 military, political an
National salvation work, about 2,000 young peasants, workers
and students from all parts of the country have come to me
themselves for work in the army of social or pol

ion.. ! o
urga:&:;nguw 12 at Yen-an, capital of the Border Region, a ;"Islt-
ing delegation the following question 10 Hﬂﬂ-?ﬂ; ‘uftgi_
the Communist leader—"* What do you think is the main u',}__
the Chinese students and youth during the war of resistance?

wered : _

A ﬁ‘Chinm students and youth have their general ::w
and their special duty. As Chinese cilizens, they must do what
the whole people must do, that is to say, they must develo thg
the wor of resistance, maintan the united front, sustain =
rear, overthrow J:imnﬁ' Etfn:;ﬁmmﬁiﬁuﬂd ;“n:;]; ni::puthe
ic on the principles of L : lity.
Hfuy of allpihn hinese peop{: irrespective dn: Iﬂ:{ ;&:
fession. On the other hand the spmﬂf |hgr e ooy
students and youth as such is 10 stru or i %R X G
for the opportunity of learning, for mh; ol .
While pursuing their studies they should have

____.,-.--l-"-
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participate in work of national salvation, to organise student

and patriotic associations, 10 vole, and to be elected above

the age of 18, to obtain free education.”

By developing the unity in their own ranks, by their work of
popular cducation throughout the country and for the extension
of education to the nation as a whole, by their heroic work at the
front and behind the lines for national defence against the
J“Pﬂ“_fﬂ_ invaston, the Chinese youth have gone far along the
rgmd indicated by Mao-Tse-Tune, and have shown that they con-
sider the struggle for national independence aguinst the Japanese
impenalist invasion as the main task facing them at this hour.

Youth in the United States

: By C. Ross
OUTH has as much incentive to-day as ever for socially
constructive things, Youth wants to marry, to raise families,
to own land, to study, learn, invent, create, write, act, sing, and
hitch their wagons to every star in our national firmament—and
these things, on a limited scale, are being made possible, exactly
through the New Deal and through the extension of the New
Deal which all progressives demand.

Such an extension of the New Deal programme was
suggested in the American Yourh Act, introduced in Congress by
Farmer-Labour Senator Lundeen. That Act, sponsored by the
American Youth Congress, and supported by millions of youth,
by the C.1.0. and thousands of rank-and-file A.F. of L.. members,
asks that every unemployed and needy young person, worker,
farmer or student, between the ages of 16 and 30 be guaranteed
a public works job or a chance 1o go to school. It provided for
the establishment of a permanent National Youth Administration
and the appropriation of $500,000.000 to put the programme into
cffect. Adequate wages at trade union levels would be guaranteed,
discrimination because of race, colour, religion or any other
reason would not be permitted, and young people through their
organisations would share in the administration of the Act.

This Act deserves the support of every American. It is
legislation such as outlined in the principles of the American
Youth Act that a progressive Congress would pass.

On the other hand, a Congress of reaclionary encmics of the
New Deal would destroy every step forward that has been made,

They are already aiming at scuttling the Wagner National
Labour Relations Act, the new charter of labour rights. For the
young people who forge stecl in the mills of Pittsburgh, assemble
autos in Detroit, slaughter hogs in Chicago, and sail the seven
seas in ships that leave from San Francisco, New Orleans, or
Baltimore—{for these millions, the Wagner Act has guaranteed
the right to organise and bargain collectively for the improve-
ment of economic conditions, [In the last three years, labour
has stormed the strongholds of rthe open shop. Through the
united action of ALF. of L. and C.1.O. unions, labour has secured
the right to collective bargiaining and the encctment of minimum
wage and maximum hour standards in industry,

Reactionaries of both partics are attacking these extensions
of labour’s rights, under the guise of amending the Wagner Act.
The reactionaries are even amming at the overthrow of the
National Administration and the will of the majority of the people
in order to gain political power for themselves.

This struggle for pohitical power, this attack upon democratic
government is the programme of Big Business, it is a programme
moving towards fascism., Sccretary of Interior Harold Ickes
sized up this struggle properly as the conflict of plutocracy against
democracy, in simple language—of democracy against fascism,

Fascism, which is the rule of Big Business by force and
violence, is threatening America. But the important thing to see
is that American fascism secks a disguise. That disguise, without
which American fascism would be casily recognised, and
scotched, is the disguise of democracy: it is the patriotism that
is the last resort of a scoundrel.

The reactionaries keep shouting that Roosevelt is the dictator,
while it is they alone who are preparing for dictatorship. The
American people remember only 1oo well their misery under the
“Old Deal™ and the Republicans. They aren't fooled by the
cry of " New Deal dictatorship.” The reactionaries keep
accusing labour of violence, but it is they alone who have private
storm-troops, armed guards, arsenals of tear gas bombs, spies
and vigilantes, as the LaFollette Commillee revealed. They keep

— ———
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shouting that democracy is endangered, but it is
pl:umini the death-kncll of democracy., they who are

In their work the rcactionaries use the Trotskyites
l.ovestonites, agents of fascism, who use “super-revolutionar =
phrases to attack the New Deal, thus aiding reaction indm
moting confusion, chivision and disruption among the people pro-

We have been touching only on domestic issues. Fyge:
is an international menace. nm

Iet it be clear that in the modern world there is .
like isolation.  Distance shrinks daily. Hughes flies 2 .uphulh"
around the world in less than four days, and Corrigan pilots
a rickety crate across the Atlantic in less lime than Lindbergh
The whole world is interrelated by international trade, by 2 net.
work of cables, short wave communications, by a criss-Crosy of
national, business, and cultural interests in which there can e
no neutrality.  War anywhere can lead 10 war everywhere.

What can kcep America out of war at this lense momen
when war is raging in Spain and China and threatens Centry)
Furope? Obviously, it is only the co-operation of the American
people and their Government, with the democratic peoples of
the world, that can kecp America out of war by keeping war
out of the world.

President Roosevelr gave the outlines of such a co-operative
policy when he declared on October 5, 1937, that the treaty.
breakers and war-makers must be quarantined. The American
people favour such co-operation for peace, and the reactionaries
and their agents, the followers of Trotsky and of Jay Lovestone,
gnash their teeth every time the President or the Seceretary of
State restate their stand.

The issue to-day is whether the United States shall permit
Hitler, Mussolini with the help of Chamberlain to drag the world
into war: or whether the Unmited States in co-operation with the
democracies of the world will act to stop the war-makers before it
is too late. Peace can be restored and maintained by effective
action.

We stand for several simple things. For the kind of pro-
gramme worked out by delegates of fifty-four countiries at the
Second World Youth Congress held at Vassar in August. We
want the Government, in line with Roosevelt's statements, to
help end the war in Spain by opening our markets 10 normal
trade with the Republican Government of Spain, permitting them
to buy the materials needed to drive out the German and ltalian
fascist invaders. Instead of denying the means of self-defence
to the people of Spain, American markets should be closed to
Germany and Italy so that they cannot buy bombs and munitions
for murdering innocent men, women and children.

It is an American programme. To keep out of war,
America must act to quarantine the war-makers, support the
* Good Neighbour " policy in the Western Hemisphere, back up
the people’s boycott of Japanese goods by withholding shipment
of war malterials 10 Japan, :

This programme will not lead to war because the fascists are
only strong when the democracies are disunited. The fascist war
machines could be crippled if they were cut off from war su
and faced the united stand of France, England, the United States
and the Soviet Union.

Clearly, young people cannot solve these problems alone,
but youth can give ils aclive co-operation. ik :

?ﬁ’uung people in the factories and shops are joming ihell'tgtt
unions, and new young leaders are arising from the ranks ©
labour. College students are pioneering, through such organ-
sations as the American Student Union, to win their classmates
to make the campus a fortress of democracy. Farm )"ﬂ‘“lh desire
10 cXpress new prﬂgrcssivc sentiments through their ﬂl‘l:-m&u
Protestant youth are joining hands in a movement of %
Youth Building a New World.” Negro youth are outh
own united movements and the great Southern Negro
Congress.. Youth of every faith, creed, colour and cpﬂw ¥
opinion have united in the great American  Youth mé
around common ideals and principles that permit mma
unity around a minimum programme, I | o

Young people who are politically alert are joining and bt
ing progressive political organisations in all parts of the ¢ ol

such as Labour’s Non-Partisan League, the S
Party, the Minnesota Farmer-Labour movement, the
Commonwealth Federation and New Deal Young
Clubs.
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These are signs of the limes,
and taking 118 place in 1the great bha

4 common demaocratic

front for jobs security, peace and to defeat the

candidates of reaction.

There are plenty of enemies - - -
1 | _ Ies umong the reaclionaries
altempt 1o Impair the unity of the people,

Committee, for Inslance, investigating *
m L]

who
% There is the Dies
_ un-American ** : iti
:i::j]::!lng 1o defeat the New Decal programme h}r*] IJI;EH:':;E?:
What is behind this Red charge? Who are the Reds, anyway?

We, thc_Cnrnml.miﬁh in this country, declare that w '
the progressive policies of the President, of the C.1LO., of the
American Youth Congress, as do all loval American citizens.
Hu{ the fact that we support these policies does not make the
policies Communistic, or their proponents Communists,

That would be Jike suying that because Communists like good
weather, all those who alsa like good weather are Communists,

¢ Red baiters, such as the Dies Commitee, hardly hurt
us by their atiacks, Red-baiting iy not really aimed at us at all,
It s ammed at the New Deal and the President himself, a the
Irade unions, at the united youth movement.

Our slogan is: * Defend democracy by practising democracy
——be an active eitizen and a registered voter.™ We think that
young people must take politics sertously, and plunge right into
politics, the kind that will make America a better place 10 live n,

The old frontiers of the West are closed forever. The days
of the pioncers remain only in song and legend.

But the spirit of the pioncers is not dead. 1t marches forward
on new social frontiers in the pioneering for human progress.

h--
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WE SHALL NEVER FORGET!

(Letter from the United Young Socialists of Spain 1o
the gallant volunteers of the glorious International Brigades.)
T the moment when you are about to lay down the arme with
which for two years you have defended in the front lines
our liberty and independence, accept, heroic soldiers of the
International Brigades. in the name of all people and all the
social classes of our fatherland which is at war, the collective
expression of our affection for you. The young united Socialists,
who have fought for so many months shoulder to shoulder with
you at the front, want to be the first to express this affection.
You came to Spain filled with enthusiasm for the cause of
liberty and justice and cager 10 contribute with the generous
sacrilice of your lives to the free future of our people and the
happiness of its youth. You have been the real volunteers, our
friends of all nations and [rom all countries, United with the
people you have taken u rifle and fought at the side of our
military units, . - |
The best heroes of the world fight against lascism lie buried
in Spain; they died fighting against Nalian and German invasion.
Hans Beimler, Nino Nanetti, and so many others already occupy
in place on the roll of honour of our best friends who have fallen
in battle. In remembering their heroism and yours, their example
and yours, we greet vou at this hour of your du:p.ulurcl. .
The Spanish youth will never forget you. We _;hnl[ drn;;:
the foreign invader from our country. The Republic will lr;un_ulrl
over fascism. The Youth of Spain will enjoy arfl::lun: of well-
being, work and culture.  And in the hours of peace and ur:h:l;?
we shall remember as an example and inspiration your noble
is1 assistance. :
S dﬂz;?'lf:l;:;f:dﬂ, you may depart with a fecling of cﬂmcnt{:!
you were exemplary chiefs, self-sacrificing officers, firm an
capable commissars, heroic soldiers, You have fulfilled cm:-
pletely your duty as :mli-l'aﬂ.:lﬁis. Two years ago, ;!unrng 1 :;'
difficult days of November in Madrid, you were the _Irs!_ntm
i You helped to defend the capital of our Republic.
st it h which at this moment greet
enthusiastic banners of the youth which a

3% : imisti ver to
aised aloft to-day as joyous and optimistic as ever
e ecidis International comrades: Long live the Spanish

R

sﬁag'm:g“g’!uui‘u“g live anti-fascist solidarity, death 10 fascism!
Salud.

(Signed) Santiago Carillo.
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International Solidaritx With
Republican Spain
— - Ypain

Yﬂun_g' International Volunteers’
Heroic Example

By Jean Hemmen

NE day soon :!h: history of :h:flntcrna:ianat Brigades will be

Writt - = RESEr b oy ]
it [r“ en, rcui'mlt. memorics of the University City, of Casa
¢ Lampo. of Jarama, of Guadalajara, of Belchite, Teruel,
ﬁ.r:g?ﬂﬂ and the Ebro: and those who 1n the early days took up
their rifles 10 defend = menaced peace and :iu-i]iﬁ.':umn_ will
describe—so that it may be written down in schol text-books
for generations of the future—thay cpic struggle in which for two
vears they were engaped.

In this chronicle the youth will Play an appreciable and
chosen part,

The youth of the world will then betrer
sources ol energy, what invincible strength, are stored in the
enthusiastic heart of the vouth of the masses. to whom {ascism
offers as un ideal only the forced labour camp, and whom sOome
would have believe that such servitude is preferable 1o 2 struggle
for life and happiness.

The young people of the International Brigade came from
53 ditferent countries, Alongside of the young Frenchmen—
who were the most numerous —there were youths from Great
Britain, Belgium, Czechoslovakia. the United States, Holland and
Other democratic countries. But there were z2lso voung men
from Germany, haly, Poland. Bulgaria, Rumania and other
countries, cither fascist or dictatorially governed.

This streaming of thousands of young fighters 1o Spain is
expliuined by the almost instinctive impulse animating youth to
place itself 1n the service of noble causes: it may be attributed
also to the fast growing realisation among young people that
fascism can bring only ruin and despair, and that it must be
tought every inch of the wav in order o prevent s conquering
the world.

But who were these young volunteers. and whence came
they?  There was Lowis Perraulr, a young worker of Paris
hilled at the age of 28 while engaged on an Imporiant mission:
Arthur, a voung metal worker from the Ruhr, who was killed
when fighting with the Thaelmann Battalwon, Camen, a voung
leader of the Ttalian vouth, who was killed during an engagement
of the 13th Brigade, of which he had just been made political
commissar; Frirz, a Berlin voungster, who won promotion 1o
caplain; Marcel Pimpaud. a young Pans barber, who, after being
twice wounded, returned to the front almost before his injuries
had healed. against the orders of the base commander; Spartacce
who, thanks to his quiet courage, was made chicf of operations
10 Commander Sagnier of the 14th Brigade; Pierre Georges, who
left for Spain when only sixteen-and-a-half years old, and who
returned at 18, badly wounded, but proudly wearing his
hicutenant’s stripes: Graner, another Paris boy. aged 16, who,
when refused on account of hi?d}-au:h, conspired with a friend to

ake 1t appear that he was older. 1
nuk%ggrﬁm youth the world over salutes them with respect:
but this is no purely formal gesture. It is a grecting mh_;h:!.
yvoung fighters from a youth which desires a clear and . m
future and which realises that its destiny is intimately lin
with that of young Spain. _

That is why this greeting from the progressive :.m:-.uﬂ'.‘lr of t
world finds expression in collections on the streets Hﬂmiﬂ
Republic's victory, why it is expressed in all forms ;:fslt e
willingly undertaken in order that the ch_ﬂdn:n 0 pal;'dﬂi
have food, and in the moral and matenal a.:d to the ll'lﬂ‘l" s
of Spain who for over two years have nobly held the lines agai
the fascist invaders. _

Their welcome is expressed in the lhou!gugd:h;f pounds
which have been collected, penny by penny; and it is this welcome

hich must be continued. _
3 I";In these activities, the young veterans of the International

' i ing i always. In fact,
Brigade will be serving in the front ranks, as a
thl;;i do not consider that they have been demobilised. They have

understand whas
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merely changed sectors: formerly they fought. rifle in hand nn‘::
they have returned to their own countries, armed with arguments.
0 is better fitted than a volunteer to convince the ’"n“f&

of the youth as 1o the real situation in Spain?  And who cuul-
tter convince them of the advisability of following the examp i
of the youth of Spain, and achicving unity? And who L‘ﬂlfli
ter drive home the necessity of rendering ever greater help
10 a Spain which has been invaded by [ascism? o

On leaving Spain, the volunteers took an oath that they woult
devote all their time to the defence of the Spanish people from
wh?':“ they parted with such regret, although understanding the
political and tactical reasons for this parting. i

In the fulfilment of this pledee, each voung volunteer wil
have at his side the progressive youth of the world: he will have

¢ help of young Communists, Socialists, Demaocrals and
Christians who, in a number of countries, have already managed
10 umite 1o render this aid. |

In Great Britain, in America, in France and other countrics,
the young volunteer will find seli-denial committees which have
"-h"{-\dh’ collected considerable sums and which intend to conlinue
their activities until the victory of the Spanish Republic.

To all those who claim that the youth of our day is heartless
and is inspired by no ideal, the young people of the International
Brigade, and with them those who for the past two years have
been devotedly working 1o collect money and goods for Spanish
aid, have given, are giving, and will give more forcefully than
ever, a most clfective reply.

Spain Milk Day

By Danielle Casanova

N October 23 last, the Union of Young Girls of France
organised its second ** Narional Milk Day ™ on behalf of
the Spanish children.

A collection of 1,100,000 francs testifies eloquently to the
enthusiasm of the French vouth and to the rencwed spirit of
solidarity of our people with Republican Spain, +

Analysis of the collection showed that Paris and district
donated 410,788 francs, 25.376 tins of milk, and 75,000 francs’
worth of miscellancous foodstuffs and clothing. The provinces
donated 283,905 francs, 44,624 tins of milk, and over 25,000
francs’ worth of foodstufls and clothing.

The Union of Young Girls of France had alrcady had
occasion for pride at the time of the last Spain Milk Day, on
November 13, 1937, when they raised a total of 600,000 francs.
By almost doubling this figure, our Union this year takes its
place in the front rank of those organisations which are aclive
on behalf of Republican Spain.

We owe these successes first, 1o the simplicily of our slogans
and to the political explanation of them which we made within
the organisation. This made it possible for us to mobilise every
onc of our members in order to aid in our task. Further, to
the wide assistance which our efforts received from those out-
side our organisation, and to the broad movement of unity
which developed around our initiative,

“ Milk for the Spanish Little Ones ! ™ This was our slogan.
All propaganda carried on by us in preparation for Spain Milk
Day dealt essentially with the tragic situation of children in
Rcpublican Spain.

“ Over 400,000 babies have been born during the war of
mothers 100 weak to nourish them."

“Children, 12 vyears old, under-nourished, under-sized,
looking hardly any older than eight.”

“Over 10,000—cither at play or at school—have been
murdered by the bombs of the Savoia, Caproni or Junker planes,
and another 15,000 wounded.”

“The tragic, wrelched exodus of families, flying before the
foreign invasion.”

*“The tragedy of Madrid, isolated, scarred, but ever valiant,
and, this winter of 1938, suffering hunger and cold.”

These sad reminders, these touching pictures, were evoked
everywhere by these young girls of l-[nncc. with the tender
emotion of mothers of the future. Their voices at times were
lost in sobs. We told the young pcople, the workers, the
mothers, that we knew they would not remain unaffected by
this pathetic appeal from the little ones of Spain.

2

Thus did we find the way to the heart of our

soher 23, everywhere—in the towns and the People, X
';:F:‘E'{"*ﬂ_cirm streets and in the quarters of the hh'.ﬁ
._m.crgwhuru they sought out our collectors, e
her contribution. i

[ L] ™ s :
But our appeial came on the morrow of the
of September. It was publicly issued at a meeting Moy tap

of our * Firesides * (branches) of the Paris dhug&m
days which brought us the news of the shameful Capitul II.‘I' the
\funich. And in this meeting, at which 350 youn, gz 2o
wssembled to discuss problems of peace, the unani X
was taken to make the Spain Milk Day a day of rﬂidﬂ'ﬂ
for all the forces in France working for peace,

The most active section of French girlhood is conscions
the poignant reality of the hour. It knows that over of
Spain there now looms the danger of a new * unich_l -hll
fears that the people of Republican Spain—whom interngg
fascism cannot conquer by force of arms—may be
the concession of belligerent rights 10 Franco. - Since those dark
davs of Scptember, our young girls understand what
mortal peril would threaten France and her et
tions if Republican Spain were to fall.

This is why their moving appeal for milk for the .
children reached the hearts of French parents, who are :
with anguish upon the destiny which may be in store for ther
own little ones.

;

Both during the period of preparation, and on the day
itself, October 23 never lost its essential character of an event
under the aegis of The Young Girls of France.

In our opinion, the results would not have been so satis.
factory if we had not kept in mind the sentiment which animates
all voung workers who are attracted to our movement:
Attachment to their own organisation. The youth hl:u 10 see
its actions crowned, and The Young Girls of France find worthy
recompense for their efforts in a success which is entirely due
to their own organisation. We must always know how to
avoid letting our organisations lose their original character on
the occasion of realising a wider unity., To have the young
people work anonymously, so to speak, is to deprive ourselves
deliberately of so much which their capacity for enthusiasm
might bring us. 1 i .

"~ While gsu-::ccr:ding in avoiding this pitfall, we were also
determined to make of our Spain Milk Day a day of e
action of all the forces in France for democracy and peace.
this we were aided by the simple, human content n[ﬂnﬂ
But we did not want to begin by asking for help, by making
own aclivities dependent upon the granting of such aid, o upoa.
any other matter outside our own organisation.

The Union of Young Girls of France, with its mﬁ
bers, the Federation of Communist Yout essential force
within the progressive movement of French youl =S
possibilities of action on their own account, which o o0
able to utilise in the interests of the general nmvmm:ln e
of the vouth. Under such conditions, our efforts _,m i
among the masses of the youth that profound mpm{ .
the assurance of success. S

We said to cach of our branches: * Help you b
Start by acting, yourselves, and the others will follow. = ',72 s
And this was what actually happened. of el We o
Thus our Spain Milk Day was a genuine dah
reccived the support of well-known people, SUCA FEg
Suzanne Lacorre, a former Socialist cabinel MR
Joliog Curie, Socialist and famous scientist,
M. Gabriel Cudenet, of the Camille Pr:llr.'tnm.-_ﬂ .
Paul Langevin; and others. Numerous artisis=
world-famous—responded to our a
supported us. From the Communist PI.I::“ o K2

than an expression of support—they. s
practical ass:!;mncﬁ. Newspapers, l!lll_lll-'lluliI i

clected bodies were generous in their aid, and pyr SO
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he groups of the Young Communist League rallied to us with
epthusiasm. In our collecting posts—one of which was under
!;;.; care of Mme. Rivoller, wife of :I*I"DI'ITII':]" Radical minister,
and now chiel of a big ex-servicemen's organisation—girls and
houscwives came 10 help us as they came out from Mass in the
churches necarby.

Our campaign for the Spanish children is still going on.
For ﬂ_.,lm[,lgx we have our ‘4 Gr':ff:{mfﬁrrs of Spanish Children.”
“ho adopt little “ godchildren™ in the day-nurseries, refugee
romes. and so on, for ciach of whom they guarantee a regular
monthly payment of 30 francs. We are now sending to Spain
matenials for Lhcvmutull:itmn of a restaurant for a children’s
home, whose subsisience we shall guarantee by regular monthly
donalions.

« \ilk for the Children of Spain ! ™ This cry, on October
13 ?rufﬂllﬂt”}' touched th+_t: generous heart of the French people.

No. the real France is not a land of dishonour, cowardice
and betrayal!  Our real France is actuated by the love of
liberty and peace, by sentiments of fraternity towards all peoples.
And the Trade Union of Young Girls of France is a faithful
ceflection of this real France,

Students’ Campaign for Aid to
Republican Spain

THE beginning of the academic year, in 1938, in a number
of universitics, was the signal for considerable activity in
asid of Republican Spain. Last August, at the Second World
Congress of Youth, in New York, the representatives of the
students’ organisations of Great Britain, the United States,
Mevico, France, Belgium and Holland decided to inaugurate an
international students’ campaign for aid to the Spanish children.
This campaign is being conducted on the basis of competition
between all European countries, on the one hand, and the
American countries, on the other, as well as on direct compe-
ition between European and American universities.

In the United States it is primarily the American Student
Union which is playing an active part in this campaign, in which
it should be mentioned, it has the support of various Christian
student organisations. New York University is competing with
the University of Paris, Harvard with Cambridge, and so on.
In November alone, 3,000 dollars were collected at Harvard.

In some of the British universitics, the campaign has as-
sumed genuinely mass form. Both Oxford and Cambridge have
pledged themselves to collect £1,000 before the end of December.
It is not only the Socialist and democratic students’ organi-
sations which are taking part in this campaign, but also the
Christian students’ movement, the National Students’ Union.
The University Forward, the Socialist students’ paper, published
a special number devoted to Spain, and the Srudent Forum,
with a circulation of 35,000, gives a great deal of space to the
campaign,

In France, the Students' Union for Aid to Spanish Children,
formed last April and under the patronage of about one hundred
of the most representative professors of French universitics,
is taking part in the international contest and has pledged itself
to colleet 50.000 francs before Christmas. It organised special
cinema shows, the distribution of collecting-boxes, and so on.

In Belgium, Brussels University, which last year collected
100,000 francs, is once again taking part in the international
contest, with the support of a number of professors and of all
the student organisations. And we must by no means overlook
the development of the campaign in the universitics of Licge,
Ghent and Antwerp. ]

In Holland, it is chiefly the Socialist students Who are
organising the campaign for aid to Spain. The Dutch universitics
are competing with those of California.

This international contest, which began on October 151.5 will
terminate at the end of December, and will achieve its © ject,
namely : the collection of one million francs (£5,550).

In other lands the students’ campaign for aid to Spain is
also ::ilw:*lln.*'n':lgt:cr]:lrrin;l In Oslo, for example, both professors and

R ——

students are collecting for rrade
students are mllul:r»r:u'npgR (1] mﬂraﬂbﬁ:? _“!n % wi .
children. In Argentina, the students mg;;m.q‘ntm — :
Youth Days of Sacrifice on November $ 6 and = mmh
the student organisations have also initiated a e i
1o Republican Spain. 11 i b - <

With regard to the political campaign for aid to Spain,

have space only for t - we
the student y Ior the following examples. The proiest of ail

0l organisations of Brussels again sending
cc.-mmcn:_ul representative to Franco Spainfl ti:m all lfu:
was the important campaign carried on in Great Britain lpm* 1
tl'fclgr:mlmg of belligerent rights to Franco. The )
Union, for example, adopted a resolution, by 245 votes 1o 44

declaring that the progress of h ‘
victory of the Spanish guwcrnmm}lmn"? depended upon the

DECLARATION OF INTERNATIONAL SOC
STUDENTS" ALLIANCE . g

THE‘. International Alliance of Socialist Students compri

the Socialist and Commuanist student urgnnisaﬁoﬁm ?5.-
General Council held an important meeting in Paris on October
30, 1938, which was attended by representatives of the Organisa-
tions 1n France, Great Britain, Belgium, Holland, Denmark,
Sweden, Italy, India and the United States. The Young Com-
munist International was represented by Raymond Guyot and
Jean Ferri, the Young Socialist International by Erich
Ollenhauer and E. Peck.

After a thorough discussion on the interpational situation,

a declaration was adopted unanimously, apart from certain

reservations made by the delegate of the Socialist students of

‘l:mtn-::u:-+ The following are the most essential passages of this
eclaration :

* A firm policy of resistance to the Nazi demands would
have compelled the fascists to beat a retreat; the surrender
of Czechoslovakia has not brought peace. It i1s Hitler
whom Chamberlain saved by his visit to Berchiesgaden and’
not peace. With Mussolini unable to mobilisc the Italian-
army and the Czech government remaining firm, Hitler was-
on the verge of a defeat. Chamberlain and Daladier have
saved him and assured to him control of Central Europe
and the Balkans, opening the way for him to Rumanian oil’
and Hungarian grain, and supplying him with the material’
resources necessary for a war against the democracies.

The consequences of Munich are becoming clearer
every day. Chamberlain and Mussolini are going to carry
out the terms of their Mediterrancan a in order to-
strangle Republican Spain; Japan has extended her invasion
to the South of China; Hitler nly proclaims his nten™
tion to interfere in the internal affairs of France and Great.
Britain, and has already put forward his qalnnul_dumnds.
In France the mnirimancsl ar& re:!cg:"l‘;tng their anadﬂl i:
apainst the working class. In Grea n, .
isgzbout to impose upon the British people compulsory
mili service and accelerate the rearmament wnmbm-
which is to serve his reactionary plans. Peace has not :
saved at Munich; the agg -

ed: peace is end : T
o :l: nﬂf ﬂ?:a main reasons of the Munich betraval lies.

in the division of the working class forces, the impossi i
::i' rallying all the popular forces for a firm policy m

:  low
alone will save peace and Czechoslovak democracy.
ofﬁc.- to save peace democracy, and frustrate the policy "

ncessions towards the fascist powers, the working class.
;}t:.ugln:lmu its ranks and rally round ltthe;rel_tmd"

mﬂfm convinced of the urgent necessity to convenc

nal conference of s of
Erﬂﬂ‘:}ﬂdﬂmmﬂh forces in order to launch a united

ST S
International to unite their forces in order place them-- 4

selves at the head of a world campaign of Youth

defence of Spanish democTacy . . -
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In the Country of Socialism
The Young Builders of Socialism

“TITH pride and joy all Sovict youth recently cjr:lchmtcd the
twenticth anniversary of the Young Communist Leaguce of
the USSR,

The Y.C.L. of the U.S.S.R.,, which embraces millions of
young people of both sexes whom it is training in the spirit of
Leninism, 1s not an ordinary vouth organisation inlwhirgh youth
can find no realisation of its ideals, such as exists in many
countrics. No, this organisation forms part of the ardent hile
of the Soviet Union; and has brought mullions of Soviel young
people into the struggle for the greatness and strength of the
land of the Soviets,

The desire of vouth for activity and the joy of ¢reation linds
practical realisation in work for the good of the whole Soviel
people.  Nowadays the country possesses innumerable monu-
ments to their activities—products of the joyous creativeness of
Soviet youth. These are buildings constructed by the hands of
young people, frequently under very difficult circumstances. T
was the youth which helped the country to assume is Soctabist
industrial aspect.  The young builders of the country of Socialism
are entitled to look proudly upon the result of their labours. They
form an heroic paan to labour: and the whole Soviet people
may to-day admire the buildings made entirely or in part by
youth.

In the Far East, on the banks of the Amur river, there has
arisen a tawn which is named Komsomolsk after i11s builders. Its
story forms part of the history of the Y.C.L. of the US.S.R. From
Leningrad, Moscow, Belo-Russia and the Ukraine, from town
and countryside, they came to the IFar East. The Y.C.L. of the
U.SS.R. had mobilised its members for the building of a town,

The virgin forest had to be cleared, the swamps drained, to
make room for the building of the town. During the frightful
cold of winter, these brave Socialist pioneers lived in hutments,
{ents, barracks, hastly constructed. Day and night enormous
bonfires blazed, 10 protect the people 10 some extent against the
cold. The River Amur was covered with thick ice and the trans-
port of iimber for building was thus interrupted. So then the
young Communists, with axes, saws and dynamite, cut a free
passage in the ice of the river, 10 miles in length. The supply of
timber was resumed, it came down this channel to the workshops.
One day, when a new crew came to take over, they noted with
terror that the feet of the workers they had come to relieve were
frozen fast to the ice of the river's surface. However, the supply
of wood was not arrested. ‘

The day when the new clectric power-station began to feed
the future city with power and the electric light was first switched
on, was a real gala occasion for these young pioncer builders,
The area, which but recently had been a wilderness, was rapidly
covered with big undertakings—shipyards, foundrics, canning
plants. Then appeared modern apartment houses, day-nurseries,
sports grounds, theatres and cinemas, A railway line was con-
structed—the builders of the town had arrived by water, ‘The
youth of the Soviet Union had willingly and joyously accepted
several months of privation and sacrifice in order to be able to
offer the Soviet Union this magnificent town in the Far East
To-day Komsomolsk has 100,000 inhabitants, ‘

The brave builders were followed by enthusiastic Soviet girls
The young Communist girl, Khetagurova—she was 17 when she
arrived in the Far East to take part in the building work: later
the townspecople of Komsomolsk elecled her a deputy of the
Supreme Council of the Soviet Union—now the wife of a com.
mander of the Red Army, and decorated with the Order of
Lenin for her work among Red Army commanders’ wives—-
assued an appeal to young girls, in the course of which she sajd-

“ . .and, dear friends, in the name of all the population of

the Far East, I invite you to come to us. | do not call upon

you to renounce life. That which awaits you here is difficult
but attractive and interesting. You must know that we mﬂ:,:
call to the Far East people who are courageous, determined
and without fear of hardship. We know that our young men
and women are full of energy to undertake everything which

. T E—————,
is heroic, in spite of all difficultics and deprivations, All thas
is difficult but useful to our native land is honourable ™
Khetagurova's appeal found a response among young girls

which excceded all expectations. Within less than one year, 1,000

,[j.rg:;ni'-_.;ﬂiﬂn‘i of the Y.C.L. received HPPHCE“D‘I’I! from over

60,000 girls, asking that they be sent to the Far East
A special commission s sitting in Khabarovsk 1o receive

girls. Between one and two hundred are arriving daily, and ecach

receives work according to her speciality or vocation.

Among the new arrivals are over 300 girl technicians, 150
doctors and nurses, 400 teachers, and thousands of workers and
employees of various trades. Somec girls, who are turners,
working in the shops of the Far Eastern Railroad, have exceeded
their norm by four times. _

What inspired these young Soviel girls to leave for the Far
East? It was not luck of work in their native towns. On the
contrary, they have given up interesting and well-paid work at
home. Yet more: many of them have left behind their parents,
families, friends. All of these girls could have worked or studied
4t home in their native towns, But they preferred 10 commence
a new life, not an easy one and in 2 new and still sparsely
populated region, _

These girls are leaving for the Far East because, as Kheta-
gurova said, *all that is difficult but useful to our native land
is honourable.,” They come to the Far Easl because they are
attracted by the heroic work of construction and by the struggle
against difliculties. They all desire to work wherever they will
be of greatest use to their country.

“1 am full of lifc and always prepared to endure any
hardships for the sake of our vast country, conquered by our
fathers and our brothers,” wrote the building technician
Ratrishina from Kazan,

Such are the aspirations of these girls who leave for the
Far Fast. Such are the plans of the Soviet youth which is
transforming the Far East of the Soviet Union into an invincible
bastion of the defences of the flourishing Socialist frontier region.

A place of honour was given the Leninist Young Communists
wherever the great new industrial giants arose. The great tractor
plant in Stalingrad was built by young people. Seven thousand
of them took part in the vast building job. They had not only
to combat cold, rain and storm but most of them also had to
acquire technical knowledge during the actual process of working.
Nevertheless, the task set by the Government—the supply by
the plant of tractors to the country—was fulfilled.

At the time of the construction of the plants at Magnitogorsk,
Stalinsk (ironworks), Bobriki (chemical combine), and Chelia-
binsk (tractor plant), at the time of the building of Azovstal, of
the Kaganovich Ballbearings Plant in Moscow, the youth was in
the front ranks, in numbers, labour and enthusiasm.

Twenty thousand Young Communists went to the Far North
1o help exploit the forest wealth. Another 6,000 left for different
parts of the country to construct telegraph and telephone lines.
Some 30,000 willingly abandoned their work or studies to lcave
for the mines of the Donetz Basin, in order to remedy deficiencies
in the coal mining there. The Moscow underground railway, the
finest in the world, was built with the aid of 10,000 Young
Communists, The building of the Metro was, at the same time,
a magnificent school for instruction in various forms of skilled
labour. After the building of the underground, the Moscow
Young Communist League was awarded the Order of Lenin.

Just as the products of Socialist construction are young, so
also are those who are to-day working at their machines in its
[ncln;ma and plants. There are 7,000,000 workers under 23
working in Socialist enterprises, constituting one-third of the
total number of employed.

F'he mastery of technique was another enthusiastic achieve-
ment of youth, The mastery of technique, by which, as Stalin
pomnted out, the working class of the Soviet Union may have its
own ftechnical intelligentsia.  This to-day is the incontestable
night of the Soviet youth of which it does not fail {o take

advantage. No other country offers anythi approaching such
fine opportunities for youth to study aﬁg master lﬂ%
Neither capitalist exploiters nor unemployment exist in the Sovie
Union, and there is nothing there to hinder the development of a

young capable gencration of workers and intellectuals.
The technical training schools have up till now turned out
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ROIIELL Goalled workers. During the past six years, the higher
!-:. e <1 I::'I‘-'f:'-”'-:“"" h;n.,-l_'{ graduu!:d :HU,{m }Fﬂ“ﬂﬂ, tf':hﬂifiﬂni..
!'1 ceel the <hool year, 1936-1937, 71 I.fﬁl} PFI‘S-DH:E were allend-
aoe pechnical wchools. The vast majority of the students
e .,,‘1;;1.,_"_111 from 1h1: {'h:itﬂ'-
W hile working in production, the youth also studies much.
For instance. at the &1::!::1 automobile works in Moscow alone
{5 N0 persons heing 49 per cent. of the total employed —attend
courses of some sorl. Six hundred of this plant's
Lorhels dre vudving foreign languages at a special school
I.:...lLi'.h"'-I Lo the coneein.
‘ e Stk hanen itev-—those masters of labour now known
hrotghout the world -such as Stukhanov, Krivonoss, Vino-
ot and others  ¢ame out of the ranks of the youth. They
o pepresentative ol Soviet youth. The Stakhanovite movement
'« w comparatvely new feature in Soviet life; quite recently its
dhisd afvErsary wias celebrated, It is a manifestation of that
with which the whole creative work of Socialism is
i-rom its half-dozen primary nitiators, the Stakhano-
e movemen: has grown untii i1 now embraces an army of
¢ o000 Stakhanovites. To be a Stakhanovite also means 1o
have a better life: to be beiter dressed than before, to enjoy more
varety of food, to have more pleasure; such are the material
ity which every Stakhanovite may gather.

The joung Communists have given 1o the country a whole
wmy of workers with high technical qualifications, and also many
voune engineers. A new, young generation is growing up which
has learned to handle engines, and master all the mysteries of
wechnigque.  On the construction of the Maoscow-Velga Canal
Jlone. there worked 3.500 young engineers, brought up in the
Communist youth movement. The vast Stalin plant, in Moscow,
Sumbers 33 per cent. of young people among its enginecers, the
Cheliabinsk tractor plant. 24 per cent. The entire construction
of the seeond section of the Maoscow Metro was directed by
young engineers and architects.

But all this would be impossible under capitalist conditions.
The Sovie! vouth docs not know capitalist exploitation nor the
closing down of factories. nor the forms of forced labour that
exis: under fascism,  The Soviet power freed labour from the
Gackles of cupitalist cxploitation, and made of it an affair of
honour and glory,

The great scope of Socialist construction has shown the
whole worll the creative power of Socialism for the benefit of
humanity. And this also is onc of the merits of the Leninist
Young Communists. The Y.C.L. organised the best of the young
workers and peasants for participation in the creation of the
magnificent achievements of Socialist construction.  Stalin’s
<logan -that the triumph of Socialism in onc country 1s possible
—animated the heart of youth which rallied to the vanguard of
the builders of Socialism and contributed to the victory of this
Jogan. Millions of young pecople, inspired by a high conscious-
ness and a spirit of sacrifice, brought their contribution to the
construction of Socialism.

For its achievements in the construction of Socialism and of
Socialist industry, the Soviet Government decorated the organisa-

tion of the Young Communists with the Order of the Red Flag
of Labour.
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TO YOU, READER AND FRIEND

This is the first number of the World Youth Review! There
are many among you who have expressed 10 us their desire
for information about the situation and the movement of the
youth throughout the whole world, they also told us thal 1t is
very difficult for them to get the material they want. It 1s our
greatest desire to meet this demand.

By making you acquainted with the heroic S!rugglcs of th
Youth of China and Spain, with the life, full of joy and happt-
ness, of the Youth of the Soviet Union, with the moral and
physical sufferings of the young people of Germany and ltaly
and the situation and activity of the Youth in the democratic
countries, we hope to be of use and interest 10 you.

We shall also do our best to assist you in the study of
the famous deachings which have enabled the nations and the
youth of one-sixth of the globe to obtain happiness.

R

The Strength of the Y ;
League of the Sovie: U:;l:‘g Communist

By Ouo Maier

N O other youth in the wo such

h rid has passed magnifi-

: cent dew :lpp:_ntnt In every sphere ofhiﬁtﬂdt ]

ew yeals as Soviel youth. Sowicl youth has mﬂnfhﬂt o
T a

great political school. Who had heard 1

: of Al

fr:w }fl:dl'l'_"i ago—but t1o-day millions of }'nun;x;oﬂﬁm =
name with pride, They are the bearers bl

new Socialist attitude towards work., Th and pacemakers of a
whose second anniversary has just been ;ﬂ?;llmﬂ Constitution

the youth the achievemenis of PRt exiended for
and macde them into laws, lh;oﬁl ,Ef;b"’hjm‘m
liberties and rights unknown in any other country in th:mw
All the youth took part in the clections to the Supreme "S:H'
of the USS.R.. and in the clections 10 the Supreme Soviets of
thn_: Union Republics, the Autonomous Republics. For l.h::.
this day was a2 proud evemt, the visible proof of compicie
cquality of political nighis. They panticipate activel inp;_h,_
political life of the country. 28.2 per cent of all .:mia repre-
sentatives of the people are young people. Young people are
occupying positions as managers in the great Socialist factories,
and there is a great army of young scientists, artists, and in-
ventors, who are loved and respected by the whole Soviet people.

Soviet youth has taken an energetic part in the cxposure
and extermination of the hostile Trotskyist-Bukharimist clements,
the agents of German fascism and the Japanese fascist milftary
clique. This strugele against the enemies of the people welds
the Sovict youth closer to the Party of Lenin and Stalin.

Soviet youth has seized with both hands the creative and
progressive lifc offered it. A new, Soctalist, and perfectly sanec
morality in every question of life has developed in the Soviet
youth. The whole of Soviet youth has been carried into this
new life—in town and village alike.

Did the first leaders of the Komsomol live the same lives
as the millions of Soviet youth to-day, filled with this same
honest work for themsclves and the people? No, thereis 3 deep
abyss between the “life ™ and ™ work * of such pcople as Kos-
carev and the creative lives of Soviet youth. These leaders were
alien to the new life of youth. Even al the 20th anniversary
of the Komsomol, the C.C. of the Party criticised the
The letter of greeting sent by the C.C. of the Party, after an
appreciation of the succcsses of the Komsomol, continved:
“ These successes would have been greater and more compre-
hensive if the C.C. of the LY.C.LS.U. (Leninist Young Com-
munist League of the Soviet Union) had not committed of late
a number of serious mistakes m the ideological training of the
youth, the purging of the Komsomol from hostile elements, and

the promotion of new cadres of Komsomol workers o leading

wurk‘;;& the political growth of Soviet youth demanded {from
s éﬁﬁ"iﬁﬁi&ﬁ“ﬂﬁ%ﬁ
Seventh Plenum of the LY.C.L, at which the chief Komsomol
leaders from the whole Soviet Union q-trcth‘pr:::]:. :Td
b e o B L o e e

must be supplemented by the experience of the rank and
file, by the experience of the working class, by the E:ip?m
of the toilers, by the expernence o so-cal small
people.’ : ks

When however is that possible?

1t is only possible if the lcaders are closely connected

:th the masses, if they are nnect _
1Ili“i‘irlll: of tfu: party, with the wgrﬁ'ng class, with the peasantry,
' working intclligentsia. _ ¥

et I'nif'-.n-*itl-n the masses, strengthening of this coo-

Connection ‘ 1
nection, willingness to listen 10 the voice of u?: masses—

therein lies the strength and invincibility 3
leadership. Tt can be regarded as a rule that the %
are invincible so long as they maintain connT ;
broad masses of the people and vice versa, if Bolsheviki
sever themselves from the mMasscs, if they lose conlact with

D —
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them, if they . : _ ) . g
=Y Bel covered with bureaucratic rust, then they e _ :
lose all their strength and become piarloy From the Two IHemispheres
critici ¢ others reacted, however, to  cvery —
i ll:;:!ér:m?]:{pllh':; :?mmbﬂi of the Komsomol of their methods  The World Youth Congress Movement

di-slml]t:st and dirty fight against these honest
were sincerely devoted to the Komsomaol and
5:;:"“ F‘“ﬁs‘?m"'% system to select workers nl?l
inl of their efliciency, their devotion to the
f:uﬁ“‘::ﬂ'rhc “‘fﬂfll‘lg class, but from the standpoint of servility
oiiémics Stk ﬂhlL.:I.d of a relentless struggle against all }_ht‘-
a policy 'IF working class and the Soviel people, be practised
vl d'} _1:| iating the activities of the enemy. This deception
s Ih‘:mcn‘:‘d and stopped by the rank and file Komsomaols,
K There will never be any place for such practices in the
omsomol.  Six millions of young builders of Socialism,
ﬂrgamscd in the L.Y.C.L.,, are an invineible force. The L.Y.C.L.
§ & school of Communism, of right, of liic, lor all Soviet youth.
ompletely voluntary membership, sincere and honest life and
work, these are decisive factors of the Komsomol, The youth
of the Komsomol arc their own masters in the organisation.
The spirit of growing inner democracy, the secret clection of
the leaders, the right of open criticism, all this makes the
Komsomal mighty and unconquerable. It was an cusy matter
for the youth to get rid of these degenerate elements, for they
had an invincible ally in Stalin, the best friend and helper of
youth. Education by the Bolshevist Party is the best guarantee
that Soviet youth will cast aside all that is worthless, as a tree
SI‘E:lh:s off rotten fruit, without ceasing for a moment the
triumphant development of life.

Progressive youth all over the world Jooks with admiration
and appreciation on the creative achievements of Soviet youth.
Young aviators, artists, chess champions, musicians, inventors,
sct a brilliant example to-day to the whole world. They show
ﬂﬂﬂj_r the possibilities of the development of youth in a creative
socialist state of society. Once more Sovict youth, the Kom-
somol, has sct the youth of the whole world an example by
rejecting what was unworthy in youth, and has shown that there
1S no room in the youth movement, which is striving for happier
lives, for any degencrate, double-faced, decaying element.

Fascism, this bloody and most barbarous enemy of man-
kind, is now cndeavouring by cvery slanderous mcans to pre-
vent the youth from putting this lesson into practice. The
fascist youth leaders tremble at the thought that the youth will
become aware of their own power, and sweep aside the filth
with iron hroom. In the fascist youth organisations, whether
in Germany, ltaly, Japan, or any other country, the morality
and the laws of the underworld reign everywhere among the
leading cliques. These *elect,” who feel it their vocation to
train youth, ar¢ a band of degenerate drunkards and bullies.
This band of * youth leaders ™ sucks like a vampire the blood
of German vouth. But there are millions of young people in
the fascist youth organisations who are indignant at this * youth
training,” and hate and abominate it. Under Hitler, German
yvouth has not the right to elect its own leaders, or to check up
on them, and depose them if necessary.  All these gentlemen,
such as Baldur von Schirach, Lauterbach, and others, have been
forced upon German youth. Fascist leadership of youth mecans
blind obedience, silence, service and submission. Anyonc who
ventures 1o raise his voice on behalf of honesty, on bchalfl of
the youth, is answered with concentration camp, jail, and gpillo-
tine. These forces of the underworld maintain their power
only by the most brutal of terrorism combined with unlimited
deceitful demagogy. _

It would be foolish to suppose that fascism spares the youth
and its organisations from its disruptive and undermining work,
Precisely the contrary is true. Fascist moles are at work in the
youth movement as elesewhere. Every means are employed—
films, fascist literature, and many other devices are employed
to lead youth on to the disastrous path. The agents of fascism,
the Trotskyists, arc cndeavouring to sabotage the unity of
working youth, and to disrupt it where it alrcady exists.
Vigilance and rclentless struggle against thesc machinations of
fascism and its agents in the youth movement must be the work
of all progressive youlh organisations.

The movements of the workers and of progressive youth, in
eliminating without hesitation all alien clements which have
crept in disguise into their ranks, only strengthen these ranks.

omsomols, who
the Fan}r_ It bec
from the standpo

TPHE  delegates of the World Youth Congress Movement,

representing 40,000,000 members of afhiliated organisations,
meeting in Paris, on December 11, demanded that the foreign
(orces now fighting in Spain be withdrawn, and that the demo-
cratic countries of the world extend humanitarian aid to the
Spanish people.

In response to a lctter from President Roosevelr, in which
he expressed his admiration of, and interest in, the work of
the World Youth Congress Movement, the delegates asserted
that not only would they work for greater mutual undersianding
among the young pcople of the world, but—in spite of the trend
of events in the last few months which has rendered more difficult
the reulistion of their aims—they will intensify their efforts to
help the victims of war and of racial and religious persecution,

The International Council, in adopting a resolution against
Anti-Semitism, declared once again that the principles u
which the World Youth Congress is based permit no distinctions
to be drawn on the grounds of class, race or religion, and
strongly expressed its hope that the violent persecution, to which
the Jews are being subjected in some countries, will cease.

The Council decided that an international conference of
agricultural youth shall meet next summer, either in Poland,
Sweden or France, under the auspices of the World Youth
Congress.

On the question of colonies, the Council was reminded that
at the Second World Youth Congress the delegates unanimously
condemned the political and economic domination of one people
by another as immoral in itself; and the Council rejected the
idea that the colonial peoples and their ternitories could be used
in order to satisly the greed of the expansionisy States,

In a message to the assembly, regretting the absence of the
Soviet delezates, due to techaical difficulties, Mikhailov, general
sccretary of the Young Communist League of the Soviet Union,
pointed out that the Munich agreement runs directly counter to
the peace declaration signed at Vassar, US.A., last summer, by
delegates from 54 countrics. The message further asserted that
the Vassar puact was assured of the full support of the youth
of the Sowviet Union, which is proud that its government,
alone among the governments of the world, was prepared to
fulfil its obligations towards Czechoslovakia. |

The dclegates, in the name of 18 countries and 10 inter-
national organisations represented at the Council, sent a message
of congratulation and support to the Pan-American Conference,
then being held at Lima. They expressed the conviction that
the Pan-American Confcrence and the World Youth Congress
arc based on the same principles, and fhat both are 1
to work for peace and for moral and matenal co-operation
between the nations of the world.

Second Anniversary of the United
Socialist Youth of Belgium

By Picrre Bosson

T was at Christmas, 1936, that the National Congress for the
Unification of Belgian Socialist and Communist Youth
FFederations was held in Brussels. From the platform of this
magnificent Congress, Raymond Guyot declared in the name
of the Young Communist International :

“We, who arc conscious of the fascist mepace, and
who know that only unity of the youth movement can bring
victory, give our deep and unreserved 1 :
unity and to all the steps which you have taken In Ol'aﬂ‘
to achieve this unity. We support you unreservedly, and
I would say, 100, that we congratulate you on baving Struc

the path of unily of working class youth.™
Unity of the Socialist Youth and the Young Communists

was achieved in Belgium after the Rexist drivq'ﬁi tﬁm pove

and the great strike of June, 1936, as a result of which &
ment developed intense aotivity against the fascist meEnace
and the National Flemish Federation). This activity was directe
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agiinst war preparations and, more especially,

: agai
ln';'.u'.um of the period of compulsory miIitary ﬁ-l'.'ﬁ'll:imm P

There was also, as there is to-day, a campaign of solidarity
«ith Republican Spain.  This fine example of unity was not
without 11> effect on those who preferred not to recognise the
partors o fascism and war nor the role played by some re-
formist leaders ol the Belgian La+huur Party, whose attacks and
MANOCIN IS fortunately failed to impede the growth of the unity
novemcil. ¥
£ Attempts have been made to represent the unity of the
vouth movement as being directed against the Belgian Labour
party.  This slander was disposed of at the Christmas Congress:

" We do not wish 1o separate ourselves from our fathers'
[ zhour Purty. On the contrary, we wish our clders to
follow our example, so that to-morrow there will be one
party, a united socialist party of the working dass: which
will include both Socialists and Communists.”

Unfortunately, the national leadership of the Belgian
{ abovr Party did everything in its power to break down the
aatensive collaboration already cxisting between the organi-
atons of the two working c¢lass parties. In spite of all their
ctlorts. however, they did not succeed in dividing the youth
movement, thanks to Ms will to unity. What they did succeed
n doing was, . October, 1937, to impose upon the united
yocialist Youih a new statute, known as a protocol, valid for
JINC Voar.

This protocol declared, in substance, that * membership of
the Socialist Youth is incompatible with membership of any
rarty other than the Belgian Labour Party ™ and that the Jeader-
ship of the movement ™ must be entrusted exclusively to Young
Sociahsts.”

This wus nothing more nor less than an attack upon the
dberty of members of the youth movement to belong to the
party of their choice, whether Socialist or Communist, a right
-which had been recognised by the Unity Congress.

The Labour Parly leadership, counting on the youth move-
ment’s refusal to apply this measure. which had already been
rejected by an overwhelming majority, hoped to kill the move-
ment’s united character, te. by the resignation of the Young
Communists.

On October 13, 1937, the Central Committee of the Com-
munrst Party considered this decision and protested against such
a denial of the Young Communists’ elementary right to belong
7o their party. In a resolution, the Central Committee declared :

"It 1s only by defending their unity that the young
Communists and Socialists can defend the youth against
fascist demagogy and Trotskyist disruption, and so conduct
a successful struggle against the war-mongers, and achieve
the demands of youth.

“QOur Party subordinates all other considerations to
the interests of unity in dhe fight against fascism.

“In making this aim its guiding line and in con-
demning the decision of the Belgian Labour Party, the
Central Committee calls on all Communists in the United
Socialist Youth movement to adopt the only attitude com-
patible with the maintenance of their united organisation,
and to make a supreme sacrifice in the cause of unity by
renouncing - their membership of the Communist Party.
This appeal was answered. The unity of the Socialist
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The events of

the last year ha
former Communists and the; e
To-day, the their

and qualities of leadersh . Msmlg;_ mnmr m
they want 1o sce becon:z :I? g Siied e ;
o deal with all the needs and

It '.‘"i]m be hoped that the
ment will put a rapid end to protocol
sccond stipulation, that eve mem nhhud Socialist $
Youth may be fr_cc to h:lnn? to W‘.h?icgirt:; tEe two working
class parties he is most in sympathy with. -

There are immense tasks before ial:
only united organisation of the wnrkinl:ccm;nutﬁ. the

_ In order 10 develop into the outh movement which
it must be, the SDCEJHEI Youth o Ivile

< 3
forms of organisation which Wi]lmm!:k?rm }I:f every mlnd
nr:u:a_rq:t and woman. It must do away with the remains of old
rigid organisation } 1 i

. F;ghcr“g al forms which are still 1o be found in many

Every young worker or unemployed perso student
and young man or woman must bcp;hilt to ukcnﬂhﬂ;w ber place
in a movement which carrics on the struggle for their rightful
cconomic. social, political and cultural demands.

By so doing, the Socialist Youth will belp to bring about
the unity of the younger generation against fascism and war, for
the victory of Republican Spain, democracy and liberty. -

To achieve its aim, the Socialist Youth must remain the
symbol of unity, by developing its movement under the banner

of fraternity, a fraternity of all its members, without marrow
theoretical distinction.

Progressive Tendencies in
Students’ Circles

By André Victor

IN the last few years profound changes have taken place in

the life of our universities and in the student movement.
Differing from country to country, these changes are all im-
portant indications of a progressive tendency in the student
movemenl. Even in the last century, the students, sons of a
bourgeoisie struggling against feudalism, played a progressive
role: in 1830, in 1848, in Paris, Prague, Vienna, etc. . . - In
our own time there are manifold reasons to explain this
radicalisation of students as a mass. To mention only some of
:Ir;-, most imptl_:rtant: the economio situation, :?d e
the prospect of unemployment or misemployment for
intellectuals; fascism and the threat it constitutes to freedom 3

thought and conscience and to all those intellectual values to
which students are closcly attached by their training: war and
its consequences for a generation lives for the future. As

a stratum peculiarly susceptible to disturbances in society as a
whole, students in general translate the aspirations, :mng

hesitations of the middle classes, the bourgeoisie, in

face Ont' th:f prmm - t mt:lk mdbywthis conflicts. L
ne o orms taken by

universitics is the change m ng character of student

Youth movement was kept intact.

The protocol and its application by the movement robbed
the movement of some of the best of its tried leadership and
created a category of * second-class™ members, immensely to
the disadvantage of the movement as a whole. Instead of being
the cause of new vigour, the protocol was one of the main
Obstacles to the movement's development. A second co
of the Belgian Labour Party, without discussing this problem
(entirely preoccupied as it was with the question of Spaak
Wish to recognise the Burgos t) adopted the Busct
report. This socialist national leadership, which is the fiercest
¢nemy of unity among the youth, declared in the report :

“The Socialist Youth Movement may receive into
groups and committees a member coming from another
gaﬂl'. provided that he has been affiliated to the Labo

arty for at least one year, has broken all connection wih

o
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Siluation has changed. d

Hrﬂﬂ?? Il'lﬂug}:cal; e Nﬂ”ﬂ"ﬂ! Union of Students in Great
student movem by the growing radicalisation of the British
which a fow €nt as a whole, the National Union of Students,
at its three I}'r:nr; 280 was directed by Conservative clements,

nemplo St congresses discussed the following questions:
Studenu-mm‘:“tn and Misem oyment of Graduates; Health of
Needs of Soci ole of the University in connection with the
interesting: } iety. The last Congress, in 1938, was particularly
M“&n_g: its general resolution at the end of the proceedings,

1 The university's mission is to enlighten the students
and to mﬂu:ncc_us members in such a way that they are
E?alt':lle of [ulfilling a triple mission in the modern world
et ¢ mamntenance of peace: for the maintenance  and

cvelopment of human liberty; and for a more equitable
distribution of wealth. We are convinced that these
national and international problems can be resolved in
great measure by the extension of free education, based on
demacralic principles. Students must recognise that the
preseat ccopomic and political situation militates against
such an extension, and that it is pecessary to develop con-
Stant activity and vigilance if we are to prevent the reduc-

tion of ﬁ_is:m eGaucational facilities and the abandonment o1
democratic principles,”

. The practical application of such a decision is still far from
being realised.  On the other hand, the activities of the N.U.S.
include a series of very important progressive steps: participa-
uon in the youth peace movement; collaboration in the Siudent
Forum, chicl student organ in Britain, which has a circulation
of 35,000, and is edited in a progressive spirit; participation in
the campaign on behalf of the children in Spain, which has
brought in, in two months, about £3,000: participation in the
campaign for Austrian and Czechoslovak refugees; protest action
against the anti-semitic persecutions in Germany; the publica-
tion of a progressive paper, New University, et¢. - . . Given the
important role played by Great Britain in the International
Student Confederation (an international guild organisation), the
cvolution now taking place on a national scale cannot fail to
have internmational repercussions.

A similar tendency can be observed in the guild movement
of other countries, particularly in Belgium, Norway, and the
United States. It was due to the fact that such a development
had already made itself felt in Spain that in July, 1936, the great
majority of Spanisk students and their official organisations re-
maincd Joyal to the Republican Government,

_ In the fascist countries the guild movement of the students
1s under the control of the State machine, all other organisations
having been forbidden. In countries like Yugoslavia and Bul-
garia, where the mass of students and their organisations arc
progressive, the authorities have used every means in the altempt
to dissolve these organisations, or at least to diminish their
influence.

Signs of a similar development are to be found in the
students’ religious movement, which comprises tens of thousands
of students all over the world. Among the most important of
these bodies are the Christians and the Catholics.

The Federation of Christian Students Association is divided
into two important currents. First, there is a mass movement,
such as that in the United States, England, India, China, ectc,,
and which, owing to the fact that it includes an important num-
ber of students, gives a lairly accurate picture of trends among
the mass of students, and which is therefore directed towards
closer contact with social realitics and the social responsibilitics
of young intellectuals. Secondly, there is the * continental ™
movement represented by France, Switzerland, and the Scandi-
navian countries, where the Christian associntions are of small
importance, being little more than theological discussion circles.
We may take as representative the movement in the United
States, which has abou® ‘™ °0N membe-=. The =% "=*'an c'udenl
movement in the United States has taken a very clear line on
the responsibilities of students in the struggle for social justice.
In September, 1935, its National Council declared: * that we
are faced by a continual economic crisis which brings with it
misery and personal degradation for millions ol ~ ‘ellow men,
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and that * the prophetic mission of this generation of
youth is to oblain and to assure a more just social order
which all men will have the economic "possibility of resy
fraternity.™ This social order must “ give everyooe, P
distinction of race, the opportunity to take part in and
aspects of life.” The movement has, on several ions, taken
a very strong stand against racial persecutions. While recog-
nising that profound differences exist between Christians and
Communists, the Christian student movement had declared thag
collaboration between the {wo organisations is possible on cer-
tain concrete questions. While profound differences exisy with
regard to the question of collective security, there is -
belween them in regard 10 @id for the victims of war. The
mecting of the Council, which was held recently, declared: * the
strongest condemnation of the aggressor, together with the
realisation of the need to fulfil our own moral duty, is necessary
if world peace is to be preserved.”

Among the most advanced sections of the Christian Student
Movement we find condemnation of capitalism, fascism,
aggression, and the possibility of coming 10 an understanding
with the Communists.

Next summer there will be held in Amsierdam an Inter-
national Congress of Young Christians, which will decide on all
\uése problems.

As regards the Catholic Students Movement, the situation
has not developed very much. The important forces of this
movement are for the most part in Europe, although fascism
dejivered it scrious blows in Germany, Austria, and even
threatens i1s positions in Italy. That which is emerging from the
development of the Catholic Students Movement of the last few
years can be summed up as, firstly, a greater social responsibility
of the young intellectuals, and secondly, a sharp opposition to
totalitarianism. Unfortunately attempts are being made in Catholic
student circles to put fascism and Communism on the same
planc and to orientate the Catholics in the direction of a third
path. It is for this reason that at the International Congress of
the Catholic Students held in 1938, where for the hirst time the
Catholic students of Germany and Austria were not present, the
main theme of the discussions was the danger of Communism at
the universities. One must recognise that up to now very little |
has been done among university students in order to explain :
to the Cagholics the real position of Communism as regards the |
defence of individual, personal freedom, freedom of conscience,
the question of Spain, cic,

However, if we take the example of France, where the
Federation of Catholic men and women students numbers 20,000 |
members, we can record a number of facts indicating a desire to j
resist the Hitler menace. The French Federation of Catholic
Students published a statement against the Anschluss of Austnia. {
Recently, after Munich, a message of the Association of French
Catholic Youth declared it to be the mission of France 10" safe-
guard throughout the world the liberty, dignity, justice, |
which impart to human life its meaning and greatness.” ‘The
most important problem is that of the possibility and pecessity )
of collaboration with the Communists in face of the dangers
threatening France. Although there are not yet very many cases o
of this collaboration, it should be emphasised that this problem = =
of the “ outstretched hand ™ is being seriously .discussed in =

French Catholic student circles and that the first Con | |
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the Catholic Students at Paris was devoted to this subjectes: o
Here we have only briefly indicated some’aspectsiol th

development of progressive tendencies among the twe 1_$
movements of students, the guild and confessional mo
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a development which has greatly changed . ihe, Spirilspreyailing:
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in the universities during the last few years. In additongmens
tion should be made of the grmt_lwaf;ing‘ #}ﬁ:‘jﬁ‘-ﬁ,
colonial and semi-colonial countries: . in Jndia, “ChinkeinSts
Arab countries, Latin America.. . & Sue s
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tremor Under the Mass Basis of Fascism

By J. Ferri

U RING its sinteen years of tyranny over the ltalian people,

]) ¢ «c.sm has shown 1tsell consistently concerned with bringing
e younger generation under the sway of its ideas, to control
4o e means of totalitarian systems of organisation, and so to
o ie its mass basis in Itahan youth.
T a these sixteen years, a whole generation has been ** acclima-
sed 1o fascism,” For this generation, which grew up completely
out of touch with great social struggles, isolated from the youth
mosement of other countries, 11 was nol easy 1o escape from the
-oniaual supervision of the hierarchies nor to revolt against
Josma and find their own methods of struggle.

" Nesertheless, the masses of ltalian youth, confronted with
brusque changes of fascist policy, have shown certain symptoms
wh oh cause the authorities serious concern.

e fact is that it is not only fascist propaganda which
influcnees their outlook. Th_c}' are influenced also by the realities
of everyday life, harsh r_calmci which have never been in tune
with tha leaders’ resounding speeches. The contradiction between
i45cist demagogy and a life of poverty. wretchedness and despair,
which is the lot of Ralian youth, is the cause of that “ lack of
discipline " which finds expression from time to time even within
the mass organisations of the regime. It must be emphasised
that as vet this contradiction does not, for the most part, lead the
vouth Into open struggle against the regime: but it is driving
them into strugele, which is promising.

The fascists declare that they want * social justice *'; they
declare that the time has come to * reduce disparities ™ and to
“found the cra of lubour.” Convinced by these declarations, the
vouth takes part in trade union meetings to demand protection
against the despotism of the employing class and to obtain an
mprovement in their wretched standard of life.,

At a mecting of the metal workers® union, 200 apprentices,
with siriking energy and unity, presenied a series of economic
demands and forced the fascist union official to intervene with
the industrialists in order to obtain these demands. These young
workers were not rebels against whom the union leadership could
call for police intervention and possibly, afterwards, for the
special tribunal; they were young fascists who were using the
very means offered 1o them by the demagogy of the regime, in
order to defend their legitimate interests. Episodes of this kind
have taken place in many parts of Italy, especially in the industrial
cenlres.

But it sometimes happens also that the youth are not content
with the legal opportunities offered them by the fascist union.
When legal protest action has shown itself incffective against the
employers, they do not hesitate to insist on the right to strike,
as th: only effective weapon against capitalist domination. This
right has been upheld at several fascist trade union meetings,
with such cnergy that the union leaders have been unable to resist
the pressure and have resorted to threats in the Press against all
those who wish to * return to the methods of the class war.” Al
the order of Starace. general secretary of the fascist party and
head of all youth organisations, the youth Press has been com-
pelled to intervene against these * excesses,” declaring that the
fascist youth has no need of methods of struggle, which might
disturb the life of the nation.”

The struggles developed by the apprentices inside their union
Organisations, by provoking threats and repression from the
Government, have to a certain extent favoured the transition of
importint strata of voung workers over to opposition. A serics
of very grave measures has been taken against a number of young

avaniouardisti * who were degraded because they were held to
be the leaders of anti-fascist demonstrations. Some of them have
narrested and broueht before the special court. :

The fascist regime cannot claim to have succeeded in the
totalitarian education of youth in the social sphere. Nor can it
claim to be satisfied with the results of all its efforts 10 make
youth war-minded. “ AP

It was not ideolag’'cal arguments in favour of the ™ ant:-

ommunist crusade *aginst Republican Spain which induced
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F”ﬂ,"srn ﬂﬂ.d Youth many youn = .

as the (quite literal) lack of
those who went subsequently 10
were sent 10 Spain by military orders

The attitude of important itﬂ'l'-l'ﬂf ltalian youth

the Anschluss of Austria by German lowards
ol Lo y and the .
crisis has shown how precariously ﬂﬂr i the | &m‘m
regime among the youth. Y uniaisls

There were many open demonstrations by the youth

the policy of the Rome-Berl; * - againg

HW? '.;:r: occupying Auﬂri.al_n XS, especally while the Naxt
t A, secondary school ils demo .

the Government's foreign PDT; by Iﬂinn;"t:hd their dislike for

days wearing a red tic, and by encouraging lh:m for several

progressive of their teachers to comment F‘” honest n':

Anscp[usﬁ. €., 1o ;nndcm:'n Italy’s vassalage 10 Nazi
n the same district young recruit demonstrated ;
barracks, shouting * Down wlill:h Hillﬂ?' and si o
mt;nm mnﬁs.' These demonstrations influenced even
officers, who encouraged the soldiers peaking more
openly against Hitler. i =

In almost all Italian universities there have been demonstra
tions against the axis policy and against Mussolini's * o ;
tion ~ to Hitler’s coup against .'«.ul:ll'ia. o Mo

.AI - -
Rome the students prevented Virginio G:ﬁ;hmum

!iciu of ltalian foreign policy, from giving a ser; P
intended 10 justify Mussolini's \rulllu;-?t!?& : iufm
question; they confronted him with the articles he himself had
wrillen in the Giornale d'lialia. and which only a few da
carlier had proclaimed the necessity of Austrian i oy

Iqscds::;ﬁ:e towns anti-Nazi demonstrations
organi youth. On the occasion of Hitler's visi
the Gi;ec;nm;m and the O.V.R.A. pr oty o o
worr y the vouth, by excluding the Rome University fascist
group from the official dmmnﬂnugm.

Finally, at the height of the Czechoslovakian crisis, while
‘Mussolini was trying to galvanise public opinion into v |
for his war-mongering. the youth were in the forefromt !
the demonstrations in which the ltalian people shouted “Long |
Live Peace!™ .

This shows that the political manceuvres of fascism do not
only estrange the youth, but often arouse in them resistance, more
or less considerable, 10 the official attitude of the Government
and the fascist party. This is ible when one remem-
bers that youth, even youth educated by fascism, is never so far

i

-

if
i

corrupted as to accept and comply with all the ignoble devices
1o whf:lh Mussolini has resort in order 1o maintain the domination

of the big capitalists over the Italian people. Another proof of
this statement is provided by the attitude of the youth towardy
the bestial anti-Semitic campaign conducted in the Italan. Press
during the 1?5t few months, :lth:-hlltr &. m:howud RJ;HM from
beginning of this campaign, the you A i
disgust at the theory o?arlmalum by w several mﬁ
articles in some of the youth papers. ntly, ,
Press was severely censored in this respect, responded
by showing the utmost indifference 1o the _of hatred 3
made by the fascist leaders against the Jews, and did not fail
:,Gu demonstrate their snhdt[rly c;th pi'e:'cuhon. . .
overnment's measures of ra _ v
the Italian Fﬁandp-nmuhﬂu}:hey:ﬁhm-h.ﬁn
the control of Starace, is conducting o ¥
Jewish elements " and those whose l‘"""Q'E'..:'.lp::“"Ils
are of a doubtful nature™ and who often have = ihe courage i,
express their sympathy ™ for the victims of this persecution.
The widening schisms among the Italian -
considers its surest foundation, are, it is clear, more at

K

g

and, at certain periods in the coi palmnlll:le.-m
than_a su ial observer might think. . - ooer S ls
To-day ihe superficial observer might - be « ;
demonstrations -of the new, ;nn-Frmdl R e
* Period of struggles for the national unity and inficpcaden
of Ttaly. _ s A v e i
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Youth ﬁ;ﬂ.‘ﬂhﬁ:ﬂ’- and might conclude that even if ltalian

Czech g Lne Berlin-Rome exis and its results (Austria,
of fmﬁ;ﬂk?& "I 15 still the most valuable weapon in the hands
tnsa, it is unwi ¢laims for Corsica and Tunis. But even in this
1 1%¢ 10 judge by appearances. The chauvinist agita-

“ﬂ'l'l. w r .

g, d‘nﬂ igz?aﬂ“; tl};i El:r:g:l throughout Ialy recently may, it is
> strects some te f sands of v

it must not be ns of thousands of young

forgotten, receive an imperative order
1 : rautl, ’ pera
of th ‘I?m;gﬂ‘éhﬂgr organisation) and make them shout outside
YOung men wh mbassy. But if one were to question those same
and Co -0 Who, at Rome or Turin, shouted * We want Tunis
w.ﬁ"m- In order to seec how much depth there was to their
0 e Iveness, one would find that they were far from disposed
Ab}rss“‘?a'gﬁ In another war, after the terrible disillusion of the
A ?Ian conquest. These young men shout, it is true, but they
el 150 something 10 remember: the experience of the sacri-
) Al;ndcﬁr ‘Which the Italian people bled and is still bleeding :
i‘ﬁsmmn war and the invasion of Spain. They hope that

their thouting and their demonstrations will not bring new
mourning,

Italy,

Militant Young Catholics in Austria

By Karl Knecidinger

JH'OR months Goebbels' propaganda machine has been endeav-
. ouring 1o pcrsuade the world that the Austrian people are
in favour of National Socialism, Baldur von Schirach, the
E:::gl Ynulthpadcr. *pr'tzmlaimsdngain amid again that * the
lan youlh mn particular stand determinedly 100 per cent.
. behind the LJI:.:ha‘lt:r.‘P;l ’ E
. The events of the Jast few weeks and months give a very
different picture however. Not only is there intensified activity
-among the young anti-fascists—Young Communists and Young
Socialists—in the works and factories, in the labour service, in
the b_arrac!:s. cic.,, but the Young Catholics are showing their
- dissatisfaction and indignation against the Nazi system, so for-
- eign to the nature of their people.

It was obvious from the beginning that in Austria the
Catholic question would play a leading part. Nevertheless it
“has been amazing (o sec the rapidity with which Catholic youth
has assembled its ranks and prepared for the conflict. When
Austria was occupied by the Reich German troops, some confu-
sion arose at first in the Catholic camp and among the young

- Austrian Catholics.

Cardinal Innitzer was chiefly to blame for this. It will be
- remembered that he joined the bishops of Austria in issuing a
~declaration recommending the Catholics to “ come to an under-

standing ™ and “ reconciliation ' with the Nazis, and closing with
“Heil Hiter” in place of the customary pastoral * God bless
you."

His attitude met with very little approval among Catholic
youth. The number of Catholic youth lecaders attempting to
excuse Innitzer's action has decreased steadily. The almost
unanimous condemnation of Innitzer's policy by Catholic youth—

- a policy graphically described as “offering your throat to be cut”
—arises from the following important reasons: —

In the period between Schuschnigg's journey to Berchtes-

. gaden and Hitler's coup de force against Austria, there was a

rapprochement between Catholic and Communist youth, and
after the annexation this bore fruit. There were numerous
« comradely discussions between Young Catholics and Young
‘Communists on the joint struggle, and the joint measures which
+ it demands. Very often the Young Catholics put questions to
.the Young Communists, questions new to the latter, and requir-
-ing thought. _

A Y.C.L. official of Austria relates, for instance, that he
'became acquainted with a Young Catholic at a continuation
-school. One day the Catholic asked him, * Hitler wants to
abolish religious instruction from the schools. What do you
»Communists say to that?” Our young friend replied that, of
~oourse, the Young Communists would be on the side of the
Young Catholics against such a measure, for every blow against
ahe Catholics is a blow against the anti-fascists, since it weakens
the common front of the Austrians against Hitler's foreign rule.

This answer was the right one. Tt turned out that the Young
Latholic was the leader of several illegal groups of Catholic

new martyrs and still greater misery to the people of

youth. The result was firm collaboration with the YCL. 3 .

locality in a very short time,
Other instances, however, show that not all Young Com-
should co-

munists and Socialists understand why and how
?{pcmlml'w“h tl:sc Cuilhol':if:s, hln one district the Y
cvolulionary Socialist Youth of Austria decided :mﬂpm
under the name of * United Socialist Youth n}n
emulation of the United Socialist Youth of Spain. So far g0 good.
Young Catholic groups in the district, but
themselves about them. The Young Catholics took
tive and succeeded in establishing contact with the
group—a young man who had just joined the group—prm:d his
lack of understanding of the situation by calling upon the Young
Catholics to co-operate by joining the United Socialist Youth!
It need not !zlc said that the Catholics refused, saying that they
were prepared to join the common strugele for democracy,
not for Socialism. > iy
As time passed, the opponents of Hiller have, of

rcalised more and more that only the united siruggle can Jead
lo success, 1o viclory.  The Catholics were brought to this

realisation very quickly, as in Austria the Nazis turned on the
Catholics at once with an utterly alien brutality. The Young
Catholics suffered most. for practically overnight they were
robbed of all their organisations, Youth Homes, periodicals, etc.
This increased the indignation and hatred of the Catholics, who
were aided by many anti-fascists.
The great demonstration of Catholic youth took
Stephans Square in Vienna. It is a noteworthy fact that these
demonstrations were held at the very hour when the German
{roops were marching into ihe Sudcten areas, and the Nazi press
was jubilant.
The Young Catholics responded 2s one man to the call of
their leader to attend the Young Catholic Congress, althongh

they had no organisations.
Lect us glance at the report of an eye-witness, which gives

ahn‘idii‘m' .c:f the struggle of the Young Catholics of Austria for
their faith: — .
‘“ At cight o'clock in the evening Cardinal Innitzer and the
pastor of the cathedral, Torr, entered the venerable Cathedral of
St. Stephan. It was an inspiring moment when the pastors
congregations, swelled by an enormous crowd,
people, strained forward to hear the words of the :
solcmn sirain was played on the organ. Six banners were carmied
by three girls and three boys.
* Perfect stillness reigned as the cardinal began to
He said: * We face hard times. Everything has been taken

us, even our youth organisations, but I am glad that ;;Eu of
who
‘ta

:

:

¢

these tragic circumstances there are still many young
do not fall a prey to hypocritical ses.” :

“ The young pcople were greatly impressed by thess words,
and the response came in chorus: * Bishop, we follow youl ™ It
wﬂﬂa? rm?b!frnd tl:mti iuﬁl at this time the Nazi war cry was:
X er, we follow you! * i Spdd

Eﬂhﬁ Etl_.lrpﬂiillg feature :IE'M demnnsh_.ﬁun; X
number of young ¢ taking part, according to reliable ‘est
matesatlcasl&ﬂtl{c‘:' is fact cannot be too highly app
in view of the conditions of fascist rule, with their, Ge
ism and brutal persccution of persons of con
fmml their nwn.mu e et .

t is especially interesting
present in army uniforms, and even in Hiﬂ
of German Girls uniforms, Many bad to undergo ex
by Gestapo officials, who noted not a few pames™ O 8, SOxCUe
whose name was taken down by a Gestapo man, 10d e
contemptuous look that he was a Catholic and woukl
whatever the Gestapo did. o b

The effect of these demonstrations on, theRiNa }
known. The whole Nazi clique, from GoebDeiRilo LMININE
raged and foamed. This had to. b in their=: SmEncy
Austrial The tried and tested Storm TroOps SIMULESCESERGSIE
e o e ot s, St M
with the in no inst the
of the working class which have always
munist. Processions

L



.. eooo with the inscription :

.I A oIS of a pricst h:mgin on . ’
! .'"J_!_P;*. and Jews ::mhr:u:mggnm: :lg:::tc;:: wﬁ]'; ﬂftw#’ depict-

* Priest and Jew come hand in hand ¢ caption:

As w:irmurndgu:.tr«il;| in our land.”
¢ hurches were stormed, the Youn tholi
the randers were beaten up, and a Pl'itﬁf Esh:vl;? l;i‘ﬁﬂm?
a4 chutch window 1nlo the streel. He died a few days Jat ut o
pput the whole drive aroused nothing but disgust and ";,:

aance in the Austrian people. No doubt there are still ;Eunﬁ;
peaple. “‘.';“?M‘;‘l""f‘;ﬂ” L’;;‘::L k:*-g:h:d hd? lhch“ priests deserve al]

o nel, Xpe in a

ii?:n':fnﬁ b liihﬂl}l“i:_" ”Pidl}'-l Y By day causes such

[ here are striking examples of this in the factori

aorkers are called upon to take part in the Nazi d:r:lncllr:::.m:;}n’:

azainst the Catholies, even forced to do so, but the fiasco has

neen zencral.  In some places the workers cmployed by some
undertaking, perhaps 400, would manage 10 drop out on the
way, so that 6 or at most 10 would arrive at the place of meetin

" A cull to atlend an anti-clerical demonstration was issu&
:0 o luctory employing many women. Some of them actually
qatended 1o po. But a young _anu-fascist got up and said-
“Nearly all of you are Catholics. These demonstrations are
apainst the Roman Catholic church, and therefore against you.
Do you want to demonstrate against yourselves? Look here!
I am not & member of any church, but still 1 am not going,
tecause [ believe in religious liberty, and surely you should t0o.”
~o one went from this factory to the anti-Catholic demonstration.

Although the Nazis have succeeded in inciting some groups of
Hiler Youth against Catholic Youth, still even among National
Soc:alist youth there are forces which are not in the least agreed
with the drive.  The following took place at a course of training
for voung National Socialists—necarly all of whom worked ille-
gally in Schuschnigg's time.,

The lecturer was speaking on * The Church and National
Socialism.” The discussion showed that many were in Opposi-
tion to the speaker. The resolution finally passed stated : —

. That any pressure on religious liberly, as exercised by the
storm Troops and Black Guards, is to be condemned.

2. That the Catholic religion must have full freedom.

3. That the struggle against the church by National Social-
ism in the Reich 1s to be condemned.

It sheuld be remembered that these were young Nazis.

The Nazi campaign for the withdrawal of school children
rrom religious instruction, (oo, finds the Catholics and Commu-
nists in one front. Both the Young Catholics and the Young
Communists of Austria have appealed to the parents to continue
sending the children to religious instruction.

A letter from a Vienna Catholic, published in the Deutsche
ez (Catholic weekly abroad) shows that in the schools too there
is considerable resistance. In one school in the Fifth District in
Vienna only two girls out of 40 have been withdrawn from reli-
gious instruction, despite the ecnormous propaganda and pressure.

All thesec examples encourage the Austrian Young Commu-
nists to continue on their path of understanding with the Young
Catholics. It need not be said that the co-operation between
Young ‘Catholics and Young Communists must not involve any
abandonment of principles, and just as the Y.C.L. cannot demand
that the Young Catholics act like Young Communists, neither
can the Catholics demand the reverse from the Communists,

But there is a programme upon which both can agree; this
¢an be formulated approximately as follows:— )

(a) Joint struggle for religious liberty against the suppression
of the Young Catholic organisations; against all persecution of
human beings because of their religious convictions, their
philosophy, and therewith their views of life.

(b) Joint struggle against any worsening of -
position of Austrian youth; popularisation of the social pro-
gramme of the former Caltholic youth organisation Young
Front " for mobilising youth for their economic rights.

(c) Joint struggle against the methods of compulsion and the
war education in the Hitler Youth and the other Nazi youth
organisations.

_ When forming this common front of the Young Catholics
with the Young Communists and Socialists, immediate steps
should be taken to win over oppositional Nazi th, so _that &
front of all Austrian youth may be built up for the emancipation
of our Austrian homeland from foreign rule.
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" Innitzer 1o the gallows,” and even :

Learn and Comprehend
—— "~ Omprehenc

An Introducti
Marx’s Capit;.?n e

By J. Alparij

I—THE NECESSARY PRE
LIMINAR WLEDGE FO
A PROPER UNDERsmNDmGYnI;HPmrmE e

REFEA’]'ED attempts have been

\ made larisati
KautE:}e‘:ﬂ'Lh Thf:: best known of them arl:(.:'i psz:iﬂt': 1: E

S the Oirst in French mud} in German_
Kaulsk:,r_s work, owing to its nu;.;mlll::mnslui . has been
more D:nqcly read in almost the whole world thf:sﬁ'a ital.
— ville and Kautsky are still to-day recommended :': intro-
Thf: ;ﬂg:l tgﬂ:ﬁ :;gﬂaf. We definitely warn readers agamst them,
* : IV€ a correct presentat 'S teachi
and 1n fact even distort thcmp':_thl:y :: iﬂ:ﬁiﬁu :::E;

confusion. Whilst Lenin, in his brief sketch

of Marx written for the Granar Encyclopaedia

the fundamental
correctly presented. |In
time when he

Engels states:

idcas of the first vol
a letter written to Kautsky juslvltuz

was working on his popularisation of Marx,

. You will certainly avoid Deville’s err }
thing is that he presents Marxist theses as :br:.nln?:#:
with Marx are true only under certain conditions, which
Deville omits to mention, and therefore they appear false™
This letter is dated February 5, 1884, Seven months later

on September 20, Engels had 10 point out to Kautsky that he

d not grasped the Marxist theory of value. In spite of the
occasional help of Engels, Kautsky's popularisation is not better
than Deville's. in a certain respect it is even worse. He often
quotes Marx immediately following his own wulgarisations,
thercby causing complete confusion. Victor Adler, the well
known and brilliant leader of the Austrian Social Democracy
before the war, used to say, he knew one good explanation of
Kautsky's book—the first volume of Capiral.

It 1s worth while dealing briefly with the chief faults of
these well known popularisations. The exposure of these faults
gllt pl}avidc valuable sign posts to a correct understanding of

apital.

The chief errors are of a dual kind. Deville and
became infatuated with the Marxist formula: 20 yards i
= one coal, or = 10 lbs. of tea, or = 40 Ibs. of
Commodity - Money - Commodity, C
Metamorphosis of Commeodities — Circulation o
They regarded it as their sole task (o explain
formula. They thereby fell into the error which Marx
strongly condemned in the vulgar economisis, ¢
confined themselves to giving a plausible explanation o
say, crudest Fh:num;ul. Just as these vulgar economists
text books of * political economy ™ for commercial high schools
and universities, in which the most commonly observed pheno-
mena of business life were made understandable for the bour-
geoisie, 50 in the same way Kautsky and Dgrﬂh procceded

when writing their books which were destined for
by the proletariat. Marx had a great respect [mm

ists who, contrary to the vulgar economists, dealt with
E:n::ive and energetic life of men; but already n;h:h

economic work, in his Poverry of Philosophy, written in the
year 1847, he pointed out that they only

i

;

L
b

e
i:isiﬂ%

d to us bow
ptﬂduﬂinnukupllmundulhemm : 7
“ i . ain how de qm by e :
E‘”“"’"Wmmm but what they do not
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relations are hOchln the last resort, between classes; these  drinking water solely from mineral s

r, always artached to things and appear as
edition of Cah{lzzrf himself declared in the preface to the first

“1It is the ultimate ai :
. ate aim of this work, to lay barc the
cconomic law of motion of modern socicty.”

Deville and Kautsk -
Y, however, see only thec commodity

Ear-ku and the laboul: market: they sce only formula and

: Which they painfully endeavour to explain.

oomplc::'{ bli nd chief fault lics in the fact that they were

general l)’ Ind as regards dialectics, i.c., ** the science of the

th laws of motion,—of the exterior world and also human

Hougnt, (IEngcls.)

d ormerly the two small brochures by Marx, Wage Labour
and Capiral, and Value, Price and Profit, were usually recom-
mended as a first introduction to Capital. They must, in fact,
be thoroughly assimilated by cvery student before he procceds
to the study of Capital. But it is cqually important that he be-
come previously acquainted with some fundamen:al idcas of
dialectics, namely of dialectical materialism, as Marxist dialectics
1s rightly called. For Capital is onc of the most tremendous
works of applied dialectics. *If Marx left behind no Logic
(Hegel's chict work), he has nevertheless left behind the logic
of Capital. In Capital dialectical materialism is applied to a
discipline (branch of study), wrote Lenin, in his article
*“ Daalectics (Logic) of Hegel ™ (Berne, 191)).

The main endeavours of Deville and Kautsky were, howver,
consciously dirccted to * purging ** Capital of dialectics, which
they considered to be a hindrance to an understanding of 1t.

Knowledge of dialectics is precisely the key to an under-
standing of Capnal.

D.alectical materialism is sct forth most profoundly in
Engels’ Anti-Duechring and Nature and Dialectics, as well as
in Lenin's Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, and his Philo-
sophical Notes. But the study of these works requircs almost
as much mental effort as the study of Capiral. We cannot
simply say to him who wishes to study Capital: Before you
venture to study Marx's chief work, you must first master these
scientific works. _

Fortunately that is not necessary. There are already avail-
able some works which convey the fundamental concepts of
dialectics in a relatively casily understood manner. Thus we
find in the recently published History of the Bolshevik Party
an cxcellent introduction to dialectical materialism. But there
are also in the works of Marx and Engels certain  passages
which present no particular difficultics to the unschooled reader
and serve as an introduction to dialectical materialism. Here
we should mention first the postscript to the sccond cdition of
Capital. Marx himself emphasises that it is an explanation of
his dialectical method, which was employed in the presentation
of Capital. Engels gives us a relatively casily unacrstood cx-
position of the fundamental ideas of dialectics in the second
chapter of Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, and In the fourth
chapter of his work: Ludwig Feuerbach and the Ouicome of

Classical German Philosophy.

For a correct understanding of Capital a training in
dialectics is indispensable. As we wish to give an introduction
to its study we cannot but for our part also make at least a
few brief remarks on dialectics, namely, onc of its essential
features, which plays a prominent role in the first chapter of
Capital—the identity of opposites. ‘
"~ What is called sound common scns¢ Knows only Exher—Or.
~ If 1 ask myself, is vinegar sour? I can certainly answer: Yes,
' To  be sour is the most characteristic property of
Or let us put another question to which we expeot a
negative reply. Is drinking water sour? 1 can answer straight
away: No, it is not sour. This way of thinking 15 called in the
school philosophy logical t¢hinking, and 1t is usuglly_cxplmncd by
the words of the Bible: But let your communication be: Yea,
yea: Nay nay, for whatsocver 1S more than these comcth of
evill _ _

" In ordinary cveryday lifc onc can gel along with such
methods of r¢asoning. Profounder thinking, however, immedi-
_ately shows that they are altogether inadequate. Vinegar is
“only acid when applied to the tongue; applied to iron It has
Y dissolving effect. As regards drinking water, there are also
‘mineral waters; there arc many localities which obtain their

vinegar,

J

so-cal|qd logical method of thinking I must declare: He

‘but devclopment 1S EVETyw

No.1

prings. On the basis of (he

called Peter or Paul remains Peter or Paul his whole M‘:h;

that correct? One would of course, . Ve
chcnhclcs;. at bo:llom. this answer is l:;mcgurgu:.mm' e
“ Peter and Paul,” we read in Die i -
come of Philosophy, ** who rcmaini g‘m”nﬁ: gg;'
wholc lives, are in reality changed people every hour and
cvery day, and like these two, so all things in the world
arc not constant, but quitc variable quantities. Mathe-
matical points, straight lines and round circles are only
ideals. In actual fact cvery point is extended, every straight
linc, when scen through a magnifying glass, is connected
with endless bends, and the roundest circles, as the mathe-

maticians assurc us consist in reality of an endless
of straight lines. e

* Dialectics, in its very first paragraph, teac
the same things have the contradictory natﬁhrc of blzie;gh:n:

and yect manifold; how all things, processes and happenings

are, without exception, not things but resemble colours of

that silk which, although it remains itself one of the same,
nevertheless shimmers very diversely in the most varied
shadings.”

As the characterisation of dialectics there is used, in di
contradiction to the biblical words, the oft-quoted worzll;:dﬁ
no, noﬁ ycs!h i

That which to-day is yes (a ruling class in a society spli
up into classes), will to-morrow be no E.e., will be ovmhrovsr’.;a;g
that which to-day is no (the oppressed class), will to-morrow be
yes (i.c., will be victorious).

So-called common sense views all happenings as they
appear at the moment; it grasps only a certain side, and regards
this one-sided appearance as something permanent. In reality,
all happenings in nature, in socicty and also in mental life,
exhibit various sides and arc in constant motion.

Dialectics is the scicnce of the general laws of this
motion. -

In the preface to the second edition of Capiral, Marx says:
“ The mystification which dialectic suffers in Hegel’s hands, by
no means prevents him from being the first to present its general
form of working in a comprchensive and conscious manner.”
Although Marx did not simply take over the Hegelian dialectics,
as the dialectical method of Marx not only differs from Hegel’s
but is its direct opposite, nevertheless in Capital, on the theory
of value and in various passages, Marx makes use of Hegelian

modes of ecxpression. We can, therefore, in e:pouﬁdeg

dialectics in connection with Capiral cite examples from H

and in part also usc his forms of expression. i e
The Hegelian * sacred formula * (Weihungsforme

by Marx in The Poverty of Philosophy, as follows: A

irmation,
negation, negation of the negation. Or expressed in other words
—cvery dialectical movement comprises three stages: Position,
opposition and composition. Hegel himself gives an illuminating
example illustrating this general summary in the preface to hs
Phenomenology of Mind. He says here: Nt TBOE
~The bud disappears when the blossom breaks through, = |
and we might say that the former is refuted 3*‘ e jJatier;
in the same way when the fruit comes, the blossom P
be explained to be a false form of the .-ﬁ"g;{.,;':.:.:_gg__;- s
the fruit appears as its true nature in’ place Ol th@ IOSSOM.. =
These stages arc not merely differentiated;’ they suppiantions:
another as being incompatible with on}é -g}'w
ceaseless activity of their own inherent 'na JTe maKes them

an. @

- - ‘g . h.‘

.
.

at the same time moments of an Organic UAIY; WHGICHUCY &
not only do not contradict onc another, but WREISQE= R &
necessary as the other; and this CQUALEICEESS o Sy
moments constitutes from the outset thelliGTORIUS S
Lifec appears in manifold forms. ~In’ partulariaettses
of development is not exaclly the same In DAlUTG A
development the brief g{___sf;_.;___!;.;.:.‘u;,
Poverty of Philosophy) applies: Rt
“ That WhiCK COMIIlUI@ the dialec ALY
the co-cxistence of two OpPOSING SKICS U
their mcrgin.%imo a new category.™
We believe that with this we have SIVETEE
the identity of opposites. :ﬂt I i

-.-_',\.‘

.
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We find in the works of Lenin a number of excellent
formulations of the identity of opposites, Let us lzke, for

cxample, the following from his article On the Question of
Dialectics .

* ldentity of opposites (or perhaps more correctly said,
their unity) means recoznition (discovery) of the contra-
dicting, nnadually excluding, opposed tendencies in all
phenomena and processes of nature (including m'nd and
also society). The condition for understanding all the world
processes in  their sell-movement, in their spontaneous
development, in their real life, 1s knowledge of them as
unity of opposites. Development is * conflict * of opposites.”™
As in everything that Lenin taught, he did not content himsell

here with simply repeating a thought that was originated by
others, but he at the same time enriched 1t. He speaks not only
of the dialectical movement, but of sclf-movement, of
spontancous development.  Lenin clucidated this idea in great
detail. For those who do not adopt the standpoint of dialectical
matcrialism, wrote Lenin in the same article:

“The self-movement, its driving force, the source, its
motive remains in obscurity (or this force is transferred
outside—God, subject, etc.). The dialectical materialists
concentrate their attention on recognition of the source of
this movement. That is precisely the conflict of the mutually
excluding opposites.”

Thus the driving force of the movement is not some god
or a mystic power, but that which is contained in the things, in
the processes themselves: the clash of the inner contradictions—
strugzic. )

In the same article Lenin explains the differences in the
conception of development. To the non-dialectician, develop-
ment appears as diminution or increase, as repetition. For the
dialectical materialist it is ** development as unity of opposites
(splitting of the uniform into mutually excluding opposiles and
their mutual relations).” _ :

A grasp of the foregoing is of enormous importance for a
correct understanding of Capital. For where the classical
cconomists observed only differences, there Marx showed sharply
contradicting opposites; where they saw differences existing along
side one another, Marx pointed to their close conneclion, the
unily of opposites.

The classical economists know only one system of produc-
tion. which has existed from all time. For them the primitive
fisherman or the primitive hunter is a producer of commodities,
and cach of them, when he has collected a store for the winter,
is a capitalist also. In the best case they recognise only
differences of degree. Their conception of development corre-
sponds completely with the conception characterised by Lenin as
being that of the non-dialectician. They recognise Increases or
diminutions, a more or a less, but always only within the same
system. Marx, on the other hand, sharply distinguishes between
the various economic systems. He shows where gradual move-
ment passes into something new, Into the opposite. Quantity 1s
ransformed into quality.

This brings us to a new essential feature of dialectics. But
this diutcclicalglaw plays a big role only In the later chapters of
Capital (in the definition of capital, production of relative surplus
value, lo operation, division of labour and manufacture,
machinery and big industry). Therefore it is not necessary for
us to deal with it here. Our chief aim herc 1s lo give a brief
explanaton of dialectical development, that is to say of the
identity of opposites which, of the dialectical essential fcatu_rcr?
plays, so to speak, the main rdle in the first chapters of Capital.
‘The reader will find practical examples in the second and lhlﬁd
articles, where we will show the !:halccuqal contradiction m;dp
commodity form, in value form, in the circulation of commodi-
tics, and finally, in the whole df\':lupmcnl Pf capitalist _sncmly.

L | L

reface to Marx's Letters to Kugelmann, Lenin
:ccummcndaplhc letter dated July 11, 1868, as being of out-
standing interest from the point of view of a fuller and mtﬁc
profound clucidation of Marxism and the study of Capital. He
says:

In his

“Te is to be hoped that everyone who begins to study
Marx I;nl; to read his Capital will read and re-read lh_:%
letter ‘'when studying the first and more difficult chapters ¢

Capital.”

That the lette
mean that it 1s

study. very imporiant, but also that it requires a special

In fact, 1t was lar from Marx’s mntent mndi j
letter as a sort of popularisation of Cap:'rnfnﬁ: :lgdlrﬁ:l;lth;
letter to Kugelmann, who fully unde:stood Capital, and was
himself engaged in the fight against the clique of prnfémn who
altempied by all means to discreait the leach:ngs of Marx. It
was intended in the best case as an aid in the literary fight. We
publish below those parts of the letter of Marx which are most
important for us. In order to facilitate an understanding of this
letter we w::I p:c;r.dc i}. by Lhr:nfﬂlluwing remarks,
¢ untrained rcader usually raises obiect :
law of value, which objections, asyl.tnin sai?i?]:f??:: I.II.'?it tiﬂ“sla:
most persisiently supported by the mediocre representatives of
professorial,” bourgeois science. There is a whole series of
phenomena which apparently contradict the Marxist theory of
value. Bul we sce the same thing in every science. Appear-
ances are deceptive. 2,500 years ago the wise men of Babylon
assumed that the carth had lour corners; up 10 the ume o
Copernicus and long afterwards it was thought that the sun r
volved round the earth. In support of this conception it was
argued that it was evident from plain common sense. As i
known, science has completely upset all these crude theories.
Marx points out in his letter that it is precisely the task of
economic science to discover beyond appearances the inner cons
nection. It is indeed no great discovery when the vulgar econc
mist proudly claims that in appearance things look different. *In
fact, he is boasting that he holds fast to the appearance, and
takes it for the last word. Why, then, any science at all ? ™
The chief content of the letter consists in the refutation of
the objection to the theory of value. In order to make this more
casily understood i1 is necessary 10 go somewhat farther afield.
Marx distinguishes two chief forms of social production of
commodities. The first form 1s the directly associated labour,
the conscious coming together in a working community in order
to produce goods for consumption, which are then distributed
among the members of the community. The secord form is the
associaled production of the producers of commodities, in which
it is not determined beforchand what each must produce, where
the products come by way of exchange into the possession of
the individual members of society. For production of com-
modities is also a social production. :
“In the social production which men carry on they
enler into definite relations that are indispensable and
independent of their will; relations of production . . .”

we read in the famous introduction to the “ Critique of Political
Economy.”

At the time when Marx wrote Capital there still
existed production communities with directly associated labour,
such as the Communist communities in India and the Servian
Zadrougas. In the latter there were several generations of one
and the same family united, and producing corn, catlle, yarn,
linen, clothing, etc., for their own use; but they also tanned
hides, erected huts, etc. The conscious division of labour among
the members of the family is here the starting poimt for the
production of goods; the labour performed provides the possk
bility and gives the right to enjoy the products.

In commodity production there is no division of labour
beforechand. And yet it must take place here in a certain pro=
portion; and in addition there must be here also a proportion
between the work performed and the products which the
individual members of society reccive by way of exchange.

Right back in early time men had ideas on this subject, and
they developed more of less correct views, as Marx says in his.
letter to Kugelmann: *the concept of the value relation hasis
always been the same, whether more or less clear, hedged with
illusions or scicntifically precise.” : j“

Let us take as an example the following passage Irom
Albertus Magnus (1193-1280), the great moralist wﬁtﬂ"ﬂ' he
middle ages: _ i R s,

“The cxistence of the community is based on eXChar

in just proportions. A community can exist only W
requircments of the citizens are satisfied. “This, Do
is impossible without an exchange of one obj
in just relation. For nobody can satisfy. al
ments himself. If he possesses grain e,
dwelling, a bed; and if he produces a tlung RmASC
not possess complete skill to produce ser thing.

s
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# by well-being of civil socicty is based.

prod € /ason must oblain from the shoemaker the
Ing Ejﬁlhﬂmgbnur, and pay him for it what is duc accord-
regarding labo mpense.  For only then will agreement
A2 ng iabour and cost prevail, . . . If, however, such
ol ange 15 not carried on in this manner, this falure w

rtional justi i *
com ump'l;“p“ ional justice leads to the dissolution of the

The correct explanation of

- & =

: Ana the inner connections was first
provided by Marx: it IS revealed in Capiml. where il is ex-

?Mmded in detail. We find a bricf allusion 1o it in the letter

Marx to Kugelmann. In order to undersiand it better one

- should read beforehand the followi :
. Dielzgen's review of Capital; S ‘Passage from: Josepn

* All economic relations are 1o be understood only on
condition that we sce in bourgeois socicty a kind of pro-
ducers’ co-operative. Because this society is only a histori-
cal growth and not consciously constituted, purposc does
not prevail in it but blind necessity. What is to be pro-
duced, how much and in what manner, is left to  the
arbitrary will of the mdwiduql. which is indirecily regulated
by socicty through the medivm of the movement of the
market. The producer has the freedom to do what he
4 likes, that is to say, society does not prescribe to him but
teaches-afterwards by mcans of rewards and kicks.”

After all this, the letter of Marx to Kugelmann will no
longer present.any difficulties. It reads:

“As for the Zemtralblait, the man is making the

greatest possible concession in admitting that, if onc means

~‘anything at all by value, the conclusions 1 draw must be

accepted. The unfortunate fellow does not see that, even

if there were no chapter on * value ' in my book, the analysis

of the real rclationships which I give would contain the

proof and demonsiration of the real value relation. The

nonscnse about the necessily of proving the concept of

* " wvalue arises from complete ignorance both of the subject

“»dealt with and of the method of science. Every child Knows

.~ that-a country which ccases to work, 1 will not say for a

r  year, but for a few weeks, would die. Every child knows,

too, that'the mass of products corresponding to the different

needs require different and quantitatively determined masses

of the total labour of society. That this necessity of dis-

tributing social labour in definite proportions cannot be

done away with by the garrfﬂdar form of social production,

but can only change the form it assumes, is self-cvident.

No natural laws can be done away with. What can change,

in changing historical circumstances, i1s the form in which

= these laws operate. And the form in which this proportional

division of labour operates in a stale of socicty wherc the

interconncection of social labour is manifested in the private

exchange of the individual products of labour, is preeiscly
the exchange value of these products,

* The science consists precisely in working out sow the
law of value operates. So thal if onc wanted at the very
beginning to * explain * all the phenomena which apparently
contradict that law, onc would have to give the science
before the scicnce. It is precisely Ricardo’s mistake that
in his first chapter on valuc he takes as given all possible
categories, which have still to be developed, in order 1o prove
their conformity with the law of value.

“On the other hand, as you correctly assumed, rhe
history of the theory certainly shows that the concept of the
value relation has always been the same, whether more or

Jess clear, hedged with illusions or scientifically precise.
Since the thought process itself grows out of the conditions,
is itself a natural process, thinking that really comprehends
. must always be the same and can only vary gradually
according to maturity of development, including that of the
- organ by which the thinking is done. Everything elsec is
" drivel. -
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dﬂu;ll'hc vulﬁar r.-cunﬁmiil lmsI not the faintest i
_- | everyday cxchange relations directly,
identical \th the magnitudes of ;ﬁg nn’l!hebe
bourgeois socicty :qnisim preciscly in this, that g
1 no conscious social regulation of producton. reason-
able and the necessary in nature asserts ﬂ:ld;l?ﬁly as
hI:‘.“:th‘;:'ki“E average. And then the T.
thinks he has made a great discovery, when. | agamst
disclosures of the inner mnneclion,rrh: prm;dl.; claims ﬂ':: |
in appearance things look different. In fact, he s boasting

that he holds fast to the appearance, and :
last word. Why, then, any Eu at all? Sl e

. But the matter has also another background. When
the inncr connection is grasped, all theoretical belief in the
permanent necessily of exsting conditions breaks down
before their practical collapse. Here, therefore, it is in the
interest of the ruling classes 1o perpetuate this unthinking
confusion. And for what other purpose are the sycophantic
babblers paid, who have no other scientific trump to pla
save that in political economy one should not think at ail.

* But, satis supraque (enough and more than enough).
In any casc it shows what these priests of the bourgeo.sic
have come to, when workers and even manufacturers and
merchants understand my book and find their way about in
it, while these ‘scribes (1) complain that I make excessive
demands on their understanding.

E

Yours K. M.”

Apropos, 1 have received an article from Dietzgen about
my book; I am sending it to Liebknecht.*

One can understand very well why Lenin recommended |
that this letter should be read and re-read. It contains in a
condensed form, in about 80 lines, the greatest ideas: a char-
acterisation of the methods of science, a summary of the essential
points of the theory of value, a strictly materialistic substantia-
tion of scientific cognition, and finally, a thorough settiement of
accounts with the professorial spokesmen of the bourgeoisie, who
seck to conceal the theoretical bankruptcy of capitalism with |
a declaration of bankruptcy of their own science. For our
immediate purposes we must note the following: Whatever form
social production assumes, whether it constitutes an immediate
socialised production or a commodity production where the
division of labour takes place without having been previously
determined, it is always necessary that the division of labour shall
assume definite proportions. The definite form of production
changes only the form this division of labour assumes. The
proportional part of social labour which is used in theivarious
products, appears in commodity production as exchange value.

We shall see this claborated in Capilal. _

Let us bricfly sum up what we have already said: ..
Capital is ngt a text book on the phenomena and concepis
which we meet in business life, not a so-called book on national
cconomy, but a work in which the law of movement of capitalist
productive relations, of the ecopomic structure of capital
socicty is revealed, in which this trcmcndqu:_f}h_:stgm:ﬂ-_:_ al- proces:
is shown in its rise, development and decline, m"‘,m
ceed to the study of Capital it is necesary 1ququiro ertam
preliminary knowledge. We have enumerated above the WOO
suitable for this purpose. One should take parliwar BO°e S5
what Lenin said regarding ¢he law of the idenlty of, pposites. -

After all this we can approach the study of €c pUIa: e
book begins with the sentence: - i r’-

“ The wealth nl’i ]lhuse mfh?se IIIII :lh!l:l:lufm capifalist moce
of production prevails, prescnis | LA
Ialign of commodities,’ its unit being a single:
investigation must therefore begin with

L (A second article foﬂom)*}{'
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