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Young Spain Against the
Betrayal

By Santiago Carillo

HE treachery of Colonel Casado and his group of reactionaries

who, at the instigation of Franco and the French and British

Governments, revolted against the National Government of Dr.
Negrin, proves that, in spite of the loss of Catalonia, Spain could have
carried on a successful resistance for a long time to come against the
invading forces.

Despite all obstacles, despite the severe blows dealt by the desertion
of the great democracies—with the exception of our most faithful and
true friend, the great Soviet people, who, under the leadership of
Comrade Stalin, have never ceased to help our country—the people and
the army of the Centre and Southern zone were determined to continue
the struggle, convinced as they were of the justice of our cause and the
chances of a victorious resistance.

After the fall of Barcelona, the capitulatory elements in the Geml-
Southern zone, who had wormed their way into the State machinery,
began their work of disruption and the sabotage of resistance. Officers
of the former army, apparently devoted to the Republic, were responsible
for applying martial law as decreed by the fjnve:mufgcm. to prevent the
activity of the traitors. They exploited this situation in order to paralyse
the political activity of the masses, banning meetings and cungtmnf
the Popular Front, censoring the press which correctly raised the problm
of resistance. .

; Men like Casado, Miaja, Besteiro, Wenms{as Cariﬂa: Mﬂ'ﬂ._-and
San Andres, agents of the enemy, whose names will be held moon:tem;;t
by generations of Spanish workers and peasants, were the assassins u{
the working class and of the liberties and m@:pepdt_mne of our country.
They used their responsibility to prepare their criminal designs. -

In spite of everything, on February 10, after the loss of(htnlm, ‘
when the Government arrived-in Madrid, a feeling of great relief and
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fresh courage spread among the masses of the people. The peopleand

the army have complete confidence in the Government and in ifs X

—

of resistance. In spite of all the difficulties, the Spanish people and the
youth, inspired with a heroic patriotism and love of libmy,‘ 1ad decided
to resist. _ {8 LR |
Poular songs on the theme of resistance rangcmt
the streets and in the trenches. On the eve of the b
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Madrid, 4,000 young girls, called together by the United Socialist
Youth, met to affirm, with indescribable enthusiasm, their resolve
to resist with or without bread, demanding guns to go and fight
in the :rcm:h-.j-a. beside the men, against the invaders.

Pastonaria, the very soul of popular resistance, said in a
speech: " 1f we save Madrid, the Republic will begin the
reconquest of Spain.” The people who dolise her were prepared
1o do everything to save Madr:d,

_ But the treachery, which was strongly entrenched in the
State mackinery, among certain professional gfficers, bureaucrats,
governors, in the political groups of the Caballero people and
the Trotskyists, in certain anarchist circles, among adventurers
and carcerists in the Republic, among people hke Besteiro,
closely bound to British reaction (and all at the instigztion of
Franco. France and Britain), organised its atiack.

~ I'he capitalist press tnied to prove that the Casado junta was
tmumphant after the first blow. But had it on its side the whole
or ¢ven the majority of the army?  Subscquent events have
shown clearly that this was not so.
. The traitors revolted, knowing well that the Government's
taithtul patriots would never make a breach of the front by
retiring the units combatting Franco, in order to combat Casado.,

That i1s why, at first, the treachery of the Casado-Franco
gang appeared to be victorious.

But when the disruptive Junta tried to arrest members of
the Government and the principal political. and military leaders
of the chuhh{;. to deliver them to the hangman, thus hoping to
gain the full favour of Franco, Hitler and Mussolini, reserve
troops were mobilised, went into action and placed the junta in
4 VOry precarious position,

Not a unit was withdrawn by the supporters of the Govern-
ment: on the contrary, the Junta dismantled the fronts before
the enemy under the pretext of fighting the * Communists.”

The truitors served Franco by assuming the flag of anti-
Communism, the flag of Hitler, Mussolini and Franco, the flag
ol reaction and of the enemies of democracy.

It is true that ut the head of the patriots it was the Com-
munists who fought, as they had fought throughou! the war,
with 2 heroism and self-sacrifice that have been an example to
all. But at the side of the Communists, in the strugele against
the Casado-Francoists, are fighting all the honest Republicans,
Socialists and Anarchists, the people and the soldiers.

In this struggle, the United Socialist Youth., which has
provided so many examples of heroism in the course of the war,
is also fighting. And to-day, without abandoning the fighting-
lines, the youth confronts the bloody Junta, fighting against it
in the streets of Madrid.

The local offices of the United Socialist Youth in Madrid
and the headquarters of our Federation have been fortified;
within, the young men and women of Madrid struggle heroically
against the traitors.

The betrayal by Casado and his like has smashed the
possibility of a victorious resistance. Without this betrayal,
Franco would never take Madrid; his forces would have spent
themselves in vain against the gates of the capital. Without the
intervention of France and Britain, organisers of the Casado
coup d'etat, Germany and Italy would never have been able to
defeat the Spanish army and the Spanish people. Nevertheless,
the pcople and the youth of Spain are resisting; they will fight
on till the end, because they think, with Pasionaria, that it is
better to die on one's feet than to live on one’s knees.

The people and the youth of Spain will never admit defeat.
ﬂuridpcﬂph‘: will continue to be a magnificent example to the
world.

The utter decline of private industry must not be regarded
as a thing of chance. Pnivate industry perished, firstly, because
the socialist economic system is superior to the capitalist system,
 and secondly becausc the socialist economic system made it
 possible for us to re-equip in a few years the whole of our
~ socialist | nd up-to-date technical lines.

The Meaning of “ Non-Intervention ”

By Joseph Stalin

We publish below an extract from the report del
by Comrade Joseph Stalin at the first session of the 184&
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (By,

We would strongly recommend our readers 1o read
very attentively this important report which appeared jn
Woritp NEwS axp Views, No. 16.—Ed. .

[
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How is this one-sided and strange character of the pew
imperialist war to be explained? How could it happen thay
non-aggressor countries, with vast possibilities at their disposal,
have so ecasily and without any resistance abandoned theyr
positions and their obligations to please the aggressors? Cag |
it be explained by the weakness of non-aggressor States? "3

Of course not! The non-aggressor democratic Stateg
combined are unquestionably stronger than the fascist
both economically and militarily. Such being the case, how
can systematic concessions made by these States 1o the
aggressors be explained?

This might be explained for instance by fear of revolution
which may break out should the non-aggressor States become
involved in war, and should war become world-wide. Bourgeois
politicians know, of course, that the first imperialist world war
brought about the victory of the revolution in one of the bs
countries. They are afraid that a second imperialist world war
may also lead to the victory of the revolution in one or m
scveral countries.

But at present this it not the sole, or even the main reason
The main reason is that the majority of the no
countries, and primarily England and France, have abandoned
the policy of collective security, the policy of collective resistance
to the aggressors, that they have taken up a position of non-
intervention, a position of “ neutrality.”

Formally, the policy of non-intervention might be described
in the following words: * Let each country defend itself against
the aggressors as it likes and as well as it can. It does pot =
concern us. We shall trade both with the aggressors and with
their victims.” S

In actual fact, however, the policy of non-iniervention &
tantamount to connivance at aggression, 10 _War—
consegently to its transformation into a world war. Through
the policy of non-intervention there runs the eagerness and desire =
not 1o prevent the aggressors from perpetrating their black deeds, -
not to prevent say Japan from becoming involved in a war wath =
China, or still better. with the Soviet Union; not 10 F s
say Germany from becoming enmeshed in F":-.'..T'"”"
from becoming involved in a war with the Soviet U ’L.::
allow all belligerents to sink deep into the mire ol War. [0
stealthily encourage them to follow this line, to alk s
to weaken and exhaust one another, and then, when they bocome
sufficiently weakened, to appear on the scene With iresi
to come out, of course *in the interesis
dictate their terms to weakened belligerent Datx

and it serves its purpose! - EECILT
» ‘ L !:.-- ¢

Is this not very much like encours
if they were saying: “ Get deeper mlo In€ TEt -
shall see. . . .” It must be admitied that *o-
much like egging on, like BRI

W
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Catalonia Invaded but not Defeated

. By Colomer

rl‘(}-[!_lﬁa.\" L:{lulun:u 1s nothing but a vast cemetery and a huge
‘ prison, 'Ih:l_l Is the result of the fascist invasion. What was
‘-‘“‘".’"-‘F" if ever Franco occupied Catalonia has become a terrible
!'I'.‘ahl}._ Mussolini and Hitler have dug their destructive cl: “.L
into this people of liberal, democratic tradittons, with its m:";
tudinous proletanat forged in great revolutionary struggles, a
militant proletariat which has always proved its vig e
consciousness and its profound love ,F = = VIGUTOLS Ciass-
and customs, OL NS CoNNIry, - IAnZURZY

Duning 1ts long history, Catalonia can : 1 . .
10 u:a_qual this for crime nn}d lerror, Tl:f:run?: I::-?t ‘;ZRT:Mnmqu;
family which has not suffered personally from the consequences
of this “.ci'.'ili'aulmn © by Italian and German fascism. |
Gare “w‘ﬂ;:ﬂ“‘:' E?HI:P':“ l'?}f accident. It was prepared with minute

5 u LSLE, s ' " . . = e
R Cattlo i *-i: , “r]l'l b‘..fﬂrr..'hi: cnrnmr.:n:‘:tld ‘hl"-. offensive
X _ o 'ranco had prepared his machinery of repres-
ston which, since the occupation, has been employed 0 * punish ™
the revolt and resistance of the * Catalonian dogs.”

The repression is directed by agents of the Halian O.V.RA.,
and the German Gestapo, ** recommended ™ to Franco. Repub-
licans, Socialists, Communists, Anarchists, patriots, simple
workers and peasants, for the sole crime of being what they are,
are ‘rnnt;!c' to suﬂcr indiscriminately the consequences of the
!'ﬂfﬂlg!‘-t invasion, with its monstrous persecutions, with its plain
Intention of crushing oul cverything revolutionary, democratic
and patriotic, in order 1o transform Catalonia into a subject
colan}', from which the parasites may extract the very life-blood.

To the Negrin Government’s declared intention of carrying
out no reprisals after the end of the war, Franco, subservient to
his masters’ orders, replied with the most monstrous repression
history has known.

This tide of barbarism has recached not only those who took
part, directly or indirectly, in the organisation and functioning
of military, political or trade union units, and not only those who
facilitated their organisation and their existence, as well as those
who were, to some extent, engaged in the struggle against the
forcign invasion: but it attacks also the near and the distant
relatives of these pcople, relatives of Republican soldiers, and
those who had personal contact with them, the servants or other
people who frequented the houses of members of the Govern-
ment or of leaders of political and trade union organisations,

Various lists have been drawn up, of those who may be
released soon and those who may not. Those who are to be
executed without pardon in the ditches of Montjuich, in the very
place where the traitor Goded was shot. Those who are to be
arrested immediately and Kept under the surveillance of the ser-
vice of * public order.” Those about whom special precautions

are to be taken. Each of these instructions accompanied by
special measures against refugees from the Basque country, from
Santander, Asturias, cltc,

Apart from those who are openly fascist, only a few enjoy
exception. These are the P.O.U.M. Troiskyists, the agents of
Hitler and Mussolini, for whom special arrangements have been
made. It could not be otherwise. Those who have so well served
the cause of the invader, those of the May *“revolutionary ™
movement, must have their reward at the hands of their masters,
for services rendered. No, the struggle against the P.O.U.M. is
not the business of the Communists alone. It is not a maller of
mere ideological differences, but of a struggle against the enemies
of the people and the youth, against the enemics of Catalonia
and all Spain.

Spncﬂfll instructions have been

: i invaded pro
prisoners from various inva scope that Franco does not

. The re ion is of suc _
ﬂr?:pply i{: fuﬁy in Catalonia, On the other hand, the pnm:j:
already existing 1n gh to hold

iven for the transfer of
nces and especially Bar-

f
Chtalo'r;: are not large cnou

those been arrested,
Thw:;h;;:m to be transferred are taken to Burgos, Pam-
pelona, Sarago etc. ...and their transfer is m i
is ravans of a minimum number of lorries leave by

sed.
353;.: routes, at pre-arranged intervals. The priso
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no communication with the outer world. 1§ ' of them prolests
or expresses his disgust, he is shot :nﬁt'anU}fn}Tuh{:u in g:rp of
:Ec expedition :n: given full powers: we know only too well what
at means. Catalonia to-day is, throu i
breadth, an immense Santa Coloma de %TJ&“ I‘i:;nl;mmi

respected @ not women, children or old people.

| But that s not all, Further repressive measures have been

taken, such as: the prohibition of the Catalan language: the '
the autonomous province: :

hgqudatuon of all organisations of
Draconian reprisals against officials of the provincial govern-
minmimum working day of 10 hours,

ment and locul authontes: a

with an average daily wage of 3.5 tas: the
its former owners and special r:prcifr:: m:amu::and:aiﬂ; T;nt::
the peasants: industrial and agricultural wealth monopolised and
placed under the control of Jtaly and Germany, What confronts |
the youth of Catalonia is the saume panorama. -lh: same pers
tive, the same reality which young Germans and Italians know - '
in & word, fascism. : |
Those who say innocently: ™ It doesn’t matter to me per-
sonally which side wins ™ are going 10 learn a grim lesson of the
vasl gull there is between this foreign fascism and democralic, |
independent Spain. It is a warning to those who are not yet |
convinced of the necessity of struggle against fascism.
But, as has been so well said by our great comrade
Pasionaria, a great lover of the Catalan people: Catalonia has
been occupied by invaders, but not defeated.
“*Catalonia has been invaded like Fuzkadi, Asturias,
Andalusia, but none of these provinces has submitted. Men
and women weep tears of blood 1n concentration camps, in
the jails, in the dungeons; others work uader a regime of
terror. But all hope that we shall be able 1o resist. They
are ready to rise in the enemy’s rear to help Spain win back
her right to life and 10 liberty.”
Hatred swells up in an ever-rising tide: expenence tcaches;
and unity for national liberation 1s stronger and more vigorous
every dav. In their national struggle, the Catalan people count
on the support of the youth of the world, on the support of the
masscs of the people, and, above all, on the help of the working
class of all counirics, which in the end will achieve i1ts aims 1o
spite of Chamberlain and Daladier.

Spain Sets the Example

By André Marty !

DESPITE evervthing, it is not vanquished, this Spain, the real

Spain, the Spain of Goya and Cervantes, of voyagers and
artists, the Spain of the working class and the people, the Spain
which has always set an example to the world and always will!

Eight days ago we were told that everything was at an end.
Eulogies were already pronounced on Casado and Miaja and
their impending capitulation to fascism. Tq-day_oqmd:mb!:
sections of the people are opposing the capitulationists. It Is
solely due to the Spanish people that the mercenaries of Paris
and London have not yet opened the gates of Madnd to Franco.
The Black Shirts :Ind 'Hntihn{nadlﬁ Eoculnsis are afraid 1o enter
such a living and glowing Madnd. :

Again this was said to be the end. But no, the Government
returned 10 M:;’dridt amm&n:ﬂ c-?;;{:?:a leaders
restige. The Premier, tau y
spuspignus or incompetent officers. Treachery
ward openly, and a:::d was revealed A:El Cl:mndo
allied with Pans unmdu' 5 catchiword of
of this
that the attempt to crush it requires the armies
powers, the gold and the
of the two democrauc Smu.

e ———— -

the enslavement ©
name of anti-Communism

era of savage persecution
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Murdere : )
the Socigil?sn? 1}{':!“]‘.5‘33 Incendiaries." After the Communisis
the ) and S Victims 1o this persecution, then the Democrats,
anks 1o Mally the Catholics, ’

doubts who [hcn“r great Dimitrofl, no one in the world to-day

And in 1 real murderers were.

commit his d‘n:hlnamF of :ml,i-{_"nmmunism Casado strives 1o
And Mussolini. a 3 cnme, to deliver his people over to Hitler
¢ may rﬁhal::ii“{l 10 massiacre the best sons of this people, that
Spain.  Th; ate himself in the eyes of the murderers of
" IS must not be forgotten.

m“d:iﬂg"l:rl;ln;:c name of anti-Communism, altempts are being
of infamous jnd; 0 carry on this same campaign, by a number
since, alth llrll \viduals who should have been in the dock long
l‘llt:n:i lh:ug they are dnputgcs——mdwndunlﬁ who are obviously
strcssy spokesmen of Berlin and Rome. Therefore we must
sa more clearly and strongly day by day that factor which
vn save us, and which imparts this tremendous und wonderful
EG“? 0 the Spanish people: the strengthening and further
“cvelopment of the People's Front, the foundation of the unifi-
cation of I.h_c nation. The People’s Front stood at the cradle
1.‘2:1' Ih:_Sp:mls_h victory in February, 1936, of the prelude to the
May victory in France. Before and during the war the People's
Front brought an organisation of work and democratic Jiberties,
quite unhoped for, to the workers and peasants of Spain, the
youth and the women, the intellectuals, and the whole people.
And in France, 100, it was the People's Front which gave sociul
|-'W:'5 hardly dreamed of to the French workers, thanks to their
unity and energy. It was the People’s Front which made 1936
so fruitful for the whole French people.

The Pecople’s Front is not only the seeret of the wonderful,
exemplary and unique resistance of the great noble people of
Spain, but it brought to this people the first era of prosperity
and freedom, real miracles in what was formerly the classic
country of inquisition and feudal barbarity.

How Can the Fascist Aggressors
be Defeated ?

(Extracts from the report of Comrade Manuilsky delivered
at the 18th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (B).)

‘THAT is necessary now 1o defeat the fascist aggressors 7

Firstly, a resolute struggle against the capitulators carried
to the point of unmasking them completely, isolating them and
destroying their influence. The capitulators are not merely
co-operators with the bourgeoisic, they are co-operators with the
most reactionary part of the bourgeoisie, co-operators with
fascism. The capitulators are the agents of fascism in the
Labour movement, acting under the mask of * pacifism ” for the
deception of the masses.

They are trying to demoralisc the masses with the vile
treacherous slogan of * better slavery than war.” Bul the people
know that the imperialist robbers convert their slaves into cannon
fodder for their wars of plunder; slaves do not escape war, they
take part in them on the side of their enslavers, they take part
in them as thugs against other peoples, destroying their
independence.

The Anglo-French capitulators dream of diverting German
fascism to the East. In the language of these gentlemen, this
is also called preservation of peace. But we know that the
German fascists dislike impassable roads and unsurmountable
obstacles, they prefer to go where it is casy, where one
surrenders to fascism.

The capitulators of neutral countries, like Scandinavia, for
instance, intend to seclude themselves from war in the refuge
of neutrality and help the bourgeoisic to make a pile of money
on military contracts as they did in 1914/1918. But the times
are different now., Now the fascist aggressors will not leave a
single neighbouring State in peace until they have drawn it into
the orbit of their military adventures, until they have revised its
* frontiers in the interests of the * Aryan race.” _

" The capitulators try to deter the masses by telling them that

people’s front provokes the fascists to aggression. But the
ion of the People’s Front means resistance to the fascist
gors. It is not resistance but the absence of it that whets
ppetite of the fascists.

- —
How the Chinese Armies Fight |
for Victory -3

By James Gordon

“."ITH the Lukuchiuo incident, in July, 1937, the Yaut )
inviasion in China developed on a large scale. In pos
days, the Japanese militarist officers and Government those
bouasted publicly of a rapid conquest of China. All thuo“
be needed, they suid, were a few months of easy advance: et
would be no cffective resistance. However, after 20 .
wiar, they have been forced to change their tune, and in
most recent declarations, Japanese Government officials r
their people 1o prepare for heavy sacrifices and for a long S
out, difficult war. drawy
The Chinese Government and people, in contrast, hﬂeﬁ_

the beginning prepared for a long war of resistance—10 or 1¢
years if need be. Speaking on Sepiember 26, 1938, o
Chungking, General Chiang in-shfk gave a decisive £
in the name of the Chinese nation to the Japanese Premier of
that time, Prince Konoye: e
*“ For our part,” he said, " We must hold fast

must fix our eyes on our goal, and be firm and determined
The greater the difliculties, the more strongly we will resis
The longer the struggle lasts, the more courageous we
become. With one heart, the entire nation carries on the
struggle. The final victory will be ours. 1 hope that our
comrades, and the armies of the people and the nation
as a whole, will redouble their efforts to attain our g«

In order to understand the progress of the war in the Far
East, it is necessary to study the tactics and strategy adopted
by the Chinesec military authorities in developing their resist:
ance. The Chinese Army leaders are fullv conscious of ther
great inferiority to the Japancse forces in war material of every
sort. But they aim to utilise to the full all the favourable
conditions in the internal and external position of China. The
first of these conditions is the nature of the war itself, The
Chinese people are fighting for their national independence
against a fascist-militarist invader and are fully conscious of wiy
they are fighting. The whole population has rallied to the suppont
of the defending armies, and the soldiers themselves, undes
standing why they are fighting, are ready to resist 1o the end
The political unity within China and the centralisation and
co-ordination of all Chinese armies under the National Miliar
Council is another important factor in favour of Chines
resistance. A third factor is the vast territory and enormod
population of 450,000,000 people, which can supply lmties
reserves for the Chinese Armies. A fourth factor is the sy
discontent within Japan of their own population against the
militarist Government and its imperialist designs. Final
throughout the world, there is a growing movement Z0X
all peace-loving people to give effective aid to the Chinese pex
With these factors in view, it is clear that the time factor
favour of the Chinese, but the longer they resist, the gt
the difficulties for the Japanese invaders. As Genera
Yu-hsiang, Vice-President of the National Military KX
puts it: China can last, but Japan cannot. Or in the Wt
the Chinese Catholic Bishop, Monsecigneur Yupin, = Tim
for China. We will hold fast until Japan is exhan
are the recasons which led the Chinese Government 104
tactics of what is known as “ sustained,” or prolonges
Mao Tse-Tung, the great Chinese communist leader es
this tactic to the International Student Delegation
last July: ot

“What is meant by insistence on SUSIAIDSK

Some people say that China will perish in Dot

il |

she cannot keep on resisting Japan. OIhersiss
win a quick victory and has no need of prolonges
Both opinions are equally wrong. We firmuk
China cannot perish. Although Japan i
respects, it is insufficiently developed. It
internal and external opposition. Alll
in some res it is a big country an
favourable conditions in her internal an
Therefore, despite her territorial I
her war of resistance and win t
SR
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posscsses strong points, but

over might.  7ime is her best c;?;
she can make considerable progress
ruptcy takes place and before (.‘hinu'r
In a substantial and positive way.
need not hope for an casy victory,
for long years of war, So it 1s right 1o build a policy on

Insistence on resistance, insi '
Ins; g + INsistence on the united [ron
Insisience on protracted war.” -

Th'crc is no doubt that in this 1actic of
the Chinese mulitary authoritics

much from the 8th Route Army. who had brought their tactics
:l.l} ptrll:c'n‘:lmn'l_n lhr.' long vears of tl_'u: civil war, when they were
SHTURRIING against immensely superior odds, and who have put
them Into practice, with most marked success, in fighting the
Japanese invaders on the Northern front.  The three main
prmf:lplcs. of the 8th Route Army are to carry on a war of
?nwr:u};fm and partisan  warfare, renouncing pure frontal

efensive positions, attacking the enemy in the flank and rear
dcsl;n}'mg_, their means of communication. Secondly, to C.’.tl'l"}:
on ntensive work for the organisation. education and arming
of the local populations using the partisan war of the masses
in close combination with the operations of the regular army.
Thirdly, 10 carry on intensive political and educational work
in the army tiself. In the Northern provinces the 8th Route
Army uses its superior mobility to make up for its inferiority
In arms, and at the sume time carries on continual work for
the disintegration of the Japanese forces. This tactic of
sustained warfare is now adopted officially by the Government

and military authorities. In his message of October 31 last vear,
General Chiang Kai-shek said :

* The Chinese plan of resistance is based on the three
following principles: (1) Prolonged resistance; (2) Resist-
ancc everywhere and on all sectors: (3) Struggle to take
the initiative of operations. It is only by attracting the
Japanese forces towards the interior of the country that
we can take this initiative. We must preoccupy ourselves
with the development of the war as a whole. and not with
the defence or loss of a particular town or region. The
Chinese tactic consists in attracting the Japanese forces into
the immensity of the interior, in avoiding a battle along the
coastal zone, where the superior armaments of the Japanese
will permit them casily to take the advantage: butl there
we must use the terrain in a way so as to inflict the greatest
possible losses on the Japanese forces, which will allow us
to gain time to prepare defence works more to the West,
and to use to the full the resources of the country for
national defence.”

Following this tactic, as the war continues in the eastern
storvy of China, cconomic reconstruction continues apace in
:ﬁgl'.ﬁgc?n prm'im:i;s.imuh as Kweichow, }’nnmm.ﬁfrhwan__ctc.
New factories are springing up, industrial co-operatives nrg:_mn.se'd
to absorb the refugees, important new roads and railways
developed, the most recent of which links Burma with the South-
e rovince of Yunnan, _
wchl‘:'ﬁr'ﬂhplﬁi;l;hn{uf protracted warfare, tremendous importance
is given to guerilla warfarc and to organisation of the Chinese
people behind the Japanese lines, As the Jupanese troops advance
towards Central China, they occupy only the railways, main
roads, important cities and some of the T"“Eﬁf h;:l:!mt;iiﬁ:ﬁ
ies be ¢ a thinly drawn-out network, ver nd.
%Etﬂ;?t:;’;ﬁ:?mhnisc 1;:lur: Chincscll:rnlﬁncs as :hﬁgnwuildh::i.}:
raw materials or enslave the popuiall :
ngrput:g:iﬂﬁpprms in on all sides, qrq.wntscd_hy the partisan
ﬂ'nnps There are more than half admé:limn ftjl:anﬁ:m;:g;u?:n!h::
i 0 ou
Manchuria _alone, and many bAPECs O major part of the
rest of China. Bebind thclzl.lnpanm | :;t e tioie.
i nder | governments that accept
organissd u provisiona E b
ernment. or i
Lo CTing:llmr ﬁ:?the borders of Shansi, Hopei and
Erf?:!::: “;ll'ovinou. has set up within the midst of the

occupied territory; wral Hopei, there is a Government loyal
to thlrg;mulﬁ amm. Tlﬁﬂlhnr;l behind gu Japlnu:
2:? send :ﬂlgllu to the People’s Political Council. General

Ol turn them to account
It will take time before
before Japanese bank-
eceives foreign support
I'herefore, her people
but must be prepared

! protracted warfare,
and Government learned very

____—'—*____1_
Ho-kieng, Minister of the Interior.

for taxes from Hopei and Chahar rovi ' 1

_ Inces i

tion by Japanese troops, than in th:p}-:ars that ?mmf:
Statistics show that from the military point of view Japanese
armies occupy completely or partially nine Chincs:'prminnu

out of 28. Of the 796 districts which s ’
the Japanese maintain real controf these provinces contain.

e : only over 7.4 cent.:
F_hin?i:d_(.:qw:rngil:nl has entire mnlrn? over n‘;l p::'-rﬁﬂcm.,'tﬁ
in 248 districts (31 per cent.) th INCSe 1
il ) the Chi Goernment has partial

~_Chinese guerilla troops operate in all parts of China. Even
in Tientsin and Shanghai, the puppet governors, installed by the
Japanese militarists, tremble in fear of attacks by the guerillas
and in spile of tremendous bribes, the Japanese find it hard to
buy any traitor to assume the post of puppet governor.

With the development of the war, considerable changes have
taken place in the relative losses of Chinese and Japanese troops.
There are now about 2,500,000 Chinese soldiers under arms,
1LOUO.000 1n training, 50,000,000 possible reserves. Japan has
1,700,000 soldiers in China; 700,000 Japanese soldiers have
alrcady been kiiled or disabled since the beginning of the war.
It 1s unhikely that Japan could afford to mobilise more than
another 1,000,000 to 1,500,000 men for the war. At the beginning
of the war, China was losing three men 1o every one Japanese
on the average, ten 1o one in some provinces. In the last months,
it is calculated that China has been losing ten men to every seven
Japanese. General Chen Cheng, Vice-Minister of the Political
Department of the Nauonal Military Council, calculates that
shortly Japan will be losing two men to every one Chinese. In
Shansi province, where the 8th Route Army is leading the resist-
ance and partisan warfare is particularly developed, in recent
months more than eight Japanese soldiers have been killed to
one Chinese, The Japanese have lost more than 1,000 aeroplanes
since the beginning of the war.

‘ In view of these general developments of Chinese resistance,
1t 1s easier o understand the struggles now taking place on the
different fronts in China today. In Shansi and on the Northern
front, an attempted Japanese attack has been repulsed by a
victortous Chinese counter-offensive. The Japancse wish 10 cross
the Yellow River and invade Shensi, then to advance further to
cut the road to the Soviet Union from North-Western China.
But the Chinese victories in Shansi have made this Japanese
offensive provisionally impossible. Guenlla warfare is spreading
daily in the Northern provinces. Oa March 6, 3,000 Chinese
cuerillas were reported on the outskirts of Tientsin in Hoper and
others were reported in the suburbs of Peiping itself. Both
Peiping and Tientsin were * occupied ™ from the very begmning
of the war. In the Centre, continued reports are given of guerilla
activity in the suburbs of Shanghai. The Shanghai-Hangchow
railwavy and the Shanghai-Nanking railway have been cut
repeatedly.  The Chinese forces have crossed the Chientang river
in Chekiang province and are on the outskirts u‘f Hangchow, ithe
capital. 12,000 Japanese soldiers have been Killed hé}:uﬂ'iﬂu
in Shantung, H ﬂiiﬂn l‘.;jl_'ld Anhﬂ!'r;'f prgﬂﬂlﬁf t}unn,g the mmul:
of the year. In Western Hupeh, apanese Lroops |
advancing cautiously towards Ichang. In Southern China,
fighting is still going on in Kwantung province around Canton.
The Japanese militarists are discussing the possibility of
attempting the invasion of Kwangsi province, but in Kwangsi
two and a half million people are undergoing military training
and half a million are already under arms. Japaness fear
the consequences of a further advance. The most event
in recent weeks has been the occupation of Hainan by Japanese
troops; but the occupation of Hainan, situaled in a stralegic
position in the Gulf of Tonkin, is a direct blow to France and
Great Britain, but hardly alters the course of the war in China
itself. It should be added that 5,000 Japanese soldiers have lost
their lives during the fighting

has reccived more money paxd
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youth and o
form a Iinkgcudcm orgamsations. The front service groups that

by the Iween the army and the people are mostly organised
youth. In the work of - i ap: Idi
the work 10 win o 0f contact with the Japancse soldiers
roops who have hccwr the Korean, Formosan and Mongolian
Chinese Voathia cn_pressed into the service of Japan, the
resistance of !h‘ ‘iﬁl;ﬂmm play a leading role. The spirit of
that will be ﬂu\tc' mese youth within the army, a resistance
Youn Sﬁld'amcd to the end, is best shown by the letter of

& Soldiers of Sanywuan 10 the Student Delegation :
like lﬁth'l:-E !-iml We arc in the cream of our youth; we would
%o Wiz tl ¢d ?“L{Fr _nnd enjoy hife. But to-day we must go
i, o ::.nh‘ we must defend our homes trom the cruel
3 ader. We hate war, but we love our homes; we hate

¢ath, but how can we stand by and s¢e our lands occupied,
our homes sacked, our women raped, our parents murdered?
There is no other wiay, we must fight! We shall soon leave
for the trenches: we go there with happy hearts and awail
with a smile for the Grim Reaper to do his job; we fight for
our homes, we fight that Righteousness may not perish from
this world. )

" Friends, when you go back to your respective
countries, tell your youth that China will fight to the bitter
end for her independence; tell them that between death and
subjection, China's youth has chosen to fight, to die rather
than to be subjected to Japanese imperialism.  We have
taith that we will be the ultimate victors; we have faith in
nghlcﬂuunpﬁ: we have faith in the head of our Government.
To-day China has risen like one man—peasants, workers.
students, merchants, soldiers, all are united. Onwards to
victory: or to death,

“ Friends, we have only one thing to ask our fellow-
youth the world over. Tell them from us—Youth unite,
that peace may reign over mankind!”

The Youth Pilgrimage to London
By Mick Bennett
“You who represent the youth of Britain who work in

the fﬂ{'rﬂr_'l-'. H‘lfﬂf. ﬂﬁj{'t'. I{'hﬂﬂf or ..*.”;h*;'n.f.'}'. are heirs 1o

the long tradition of struggle for freedom and democracy.

You have heard the voice of duty in this grave hour, and as

your fathers before you heeded the call 1o nation-wide action

in defence of threatened liberty, you in yourturn are
prepared to give national service—service which is inspired
alone by the ideals of freedom and by conviction. We call
upon all men and women of every political and religious
opinion 1o join together in a great campaign, united as the
ranks of the Youth Organisations have become, in that
tradition which has inspired our National Youth Pilgrimage.”

This is the Pledge of 2,500 pilgrims from England, Scotland
and Wales and of 20,000 youth of London who welcomed the
pilgrims to Trafalgar Square and the Empress Hall,

They were pit boys and students, waitresses and teachers,
errand boys and cngincers, ministers and unemployed. They
came to offer the whole power and enthusiasm of the nation's
yvouth to the country’s leaders if they will call youth to serve for
a worthy cause,

There 15 no doubt that the Youth Pilgrimage to London,
on February 18 and 19, was the biggest political mass action ever
carried through by the Democratic Youth Movement in Great
Britain.

The rapid development of the National Youth Campaign
from a loose association of leaders Jast spring. to a mass Nation-
wide Campaign nine months later is onc of the most significant
political developments in this country.

It has been apparent for quite a while that the Youth, who
have grown, and are growing, to manhood and womanhood
during the last three or four years, are more and more imbued
with the ideal and spirit of democracy and liberty.

*"  This is so because they cannot help but see the horror and

the reality of fascism in other lands, and the aggressive designs
of fhe fascist states ulmn the democratic peoples. Alongside and
llel ‘with this is the acute problem of the Youth in industry,

alley, which condemns millioris to a life without a real
diffe m*nlfﬂdthhffﬂulh'hl%l:d'pﬁﬁﬂ'

way of expressing this feellng and Aghting spiit, as 15
he'wide variety of activity in the ' %*%

of a democratic character, from humanitanan aid to Victimg .
war to such things as the Youth Parliament, Ihl:cuminl
for fitness and for closer association among the more advas
of the democratic youth, as well as the movement o{ﬂt? .
Engincers of 18 months ago, which sull cexpresses the -
which exists among industrial youth. :

Since Munich, however, the anti-fascist mood among th
youth has considerably deepened: no section of youth in Reisa:
are supporters of fascism, and they hate Hitler and M s g

Mausses of Youth have come to realise that their main ene
is the National Government of Chamberlain—the Governe
of pro-fascists. That the whole of the Democratic Youth has
not yet " secen through " Chamberlain, is due 10 his cunging
methods of deceit, and to the fact that the democratic forces 1
Britain arc not yet united to defeat the Government. :

The most deceitful of all the Government’s move is ional
Service,” the logical outcome of which under the iona]
Government, will be various forms of industrial, civil 20d militare
conscription—putling the people in chains. For the Youth g
would include labour camps 4 la Hitler. N

The difficulty which many youth feel, is that if they oppoge
National Service because of their opposition to Chamberlain, they
may be acting in a disloyal and unpatriotic manner, and ngg
helping to defend their country from the danger of aggression
by Hitler and Mussolini. _

This sincere and genuine difficulty in the minds of many
Youth is made worse by the fact the Labour and Liberal leaders.
who oppose the Government in all matters of foreign policy, as
well as domestic issues (Unemployment, Agriculture, etc) do
not oppose the Government on the issuc of Defence and National
service, except on purcly technical points,

In fact, they completely support National Service and
Delence, speaking on the same platiorms as Government speakers
at public meetings throughout the country. They falsely argne
that it is a ** National ™" i1ssue, beyond party and Government, a
*“neutral ” question.

Thus, they help the Government to overcome its weak
position and rally support for it, through the medium of National
Service. as they also do on the question of the arms estimates
in Parliament. * We are not against defence, therefore, we are
not against the Government on the defence issuc ™ is the line of
their argument, conveniently forgetting that our defence 8
danger. so long as it remains in the hands of the friends of
fascism, i.c., the National Government. ).

To show vouth why it is necessary to completely oppose the
Government, and yet at the same time have a positive _
to Defence and Service—was the political aim of the Youth
Pilgrimage to London. N

The Pilgrimage was organised around the idea or slogan that
“ Youth will serve for Freedom.™ I

Therefore the first and most important aspect of the Youth
Pilerimage was the putting forward of a tical '“._;_.."-,
youth which could unite the majority of British yout’h Wao
sincercly want to defend the people, and turn their main altenton
to the fight 10 defeat the National Government as the main enemy
of the pcople. " ﬂ;

In order 1o unite the mass of democratic *:,___:l'_:__*
who are seeking ways and means of expressing the de I8, S
stronger democracy, il is necessary, in the first place on the s
of a correct policy, to unite the most advanced secions anc
organisations of the democratic youth, who more or less Cieatly
sce the National Government as the main enemy, and S
prepared 1o lead the struggle of Youth against thal enemy. |

Up to the present, the advanced sections of tb > democral
youth have functioned onlv through the mediim O HaSE >

l.&ﬁllﬂ of Youth, the University Labour Fed:
of Nations Union Youth Groups, the League oL

(] il L]

various other organisations and unattached’ youin, Wit
loose unity at thetop. s
In order to wage a successful struggee, it WES S
i ULy of these sections of the Youth. As x Tes
g moag six Wouth Organisitions, and (e B
m m T .J-h‘i i ‘. * :'.1” N ; _,,;.l_',_"} ..wi . ; :',:T ."-_
political leadershi e masses of ‘the democrat



No. 4
Nf!d Yﬂu[h Rl.‘."-'ltw

uth, able 1o Speak in terms understood

¥’nulh. and beari : i by the
Thrrr!urf.dz;lg all that is best in the * Frass of the the propaganda and activities

" British character
- < Jecon - 1 :
Pilgrimage is the hringing ::‘tﬁr I;;{Ipnrrmu irm fonni'e. Youth  Pilgrimage as somethi
u.n'.'td political Iu:adcnhip of th IE'::E oLs arm foundation for national service. and
""fh":h could not have been achi c_ .m“cru“_c Youth of Britain, positive policy on national servi -
niﬂuliﬂn-.lﬂfd in the circumstances by any  to the policy of the N sy G
; d'f“'““"“':"- | scparation of national service and
I;l:l ll"E features in the Pilgrimage Policy.
niversities, and their W POl amongst the siudents of the (2) This weakness ' -
v ( articip; i s : ¢ m ness expressed itself :
particularly so in ﬂ.rfr}:'d pation in the Pilgrimage, This was 1O get pilgrims to London,” as :ha::ru.e;h‘“it“mL

ny areas in “ A drive

first 1 Sl Cambridge and London, an e was just a question of
m“tiﬂﬁ'l?n:& T::Ilﬁmdh::: Hﬁ_achmvc. in the course nlt'l ;ﬂ;ni: g.'nmpfignt..mbc“ of people to London, and not a great politcal
anti-fascist Sorh » AN alhance between the Students and the (3) These weaknesses also expressed theniscives 3 ¢

©s in some o

the London areas in the t *‘ ' :

_ : : L erms of * Drive 1o sell tick
df\:EPPmF[‘[ of unity Empress Hall,” as though the sclling of tickets and :;: for the
closer alliance between the Students and lthUnr;;c::.;nﬂ_ and & ©f a big meetings was an end in itself prves

3 _ and the Youth Movement, (4) ) - ; Fr
Lherefore, the third most importa ement ) Many members of the different organisations were sur-

Pilerimace i % : nr aspect of the Yourhh Prised at the size of the event in London : i
! ge is the laying of the foundation of a firm alliance  Areas the campaign triumphed in spu::f' .&"ﬁ_'"ﬁ;'ﬁ“ﬁfg ‘:;

betwee . . = _ 1
r"url:r:utll:.;r n::;f:n;;.mdl the fll'lll-[u!st:hl_}‘ﬂulh movement. the serious under-estimation of the strong anti-fascist mood
Pilgrimage wis the 5]?m an}:. cature during the course of the Which exists among the yvouth ; the result s complacency which
section of the I'uhﬂuj;-nli:;icll }L:J:ﬁ”h Which 1t met among adult  #rises from such under-estimation.
Democratic Press, Fnr‘tnatun:mﬂcmlﬂc o ent and in. the However, if these weaknesses are brought 1o light and
the Sunday Pictorial issued 1{:. ok ]c Vor! dhe Pilgrimage.  thrashed out in an objective manner, they may be quickly over-
Filgrimngc: and a splendid a”.' [‘IE‘-“I:*-E__ 'l:t‘[mh cditton on the come, and the movement can be considerably strengthened as a
foremost military o g Bi{:[i:_ y - aptain Liddell H;ul—_thu result of learning the lessons.
of youth to p:irlici_r:l:ugcin di ritain, “!’"“ pointed out the right There is no doubt that the Pilgrimage has sent a thrill of
chirs Iscussion of a policy which is to affect ;-nthu;i:lnl-m throughout the youth movement, and the job now
1 : Is 10 [ollow up w - ON
JRis question was taken up by sections of the Press when  for the policy of i'ﬁ'.:“:‘E!II?EE';I"%?;‘JH?‘EL'EE?;."”““’“"“ an

the Prime Minister refused to meet a d | eri
: - 4 eputation of the Pilg ! . . . .
This section of the Press pointed out thgl here was the dé‘iﬁ Now that the basis has been laid, the next step is towards a

ment shouting from the house-tops lational Servi democratic alliance of the youth, i.e., a closer allignce of the
Youth, yet when many lhﬂusand?r:;:f t:g;ﬁ;“iﬂ:‘ ;‘:::ﬁ}f?:;if vix youth organisations that co-operated in the Y ourh Pr‘fgrimg
sent Democratic Youth want to have i deputation 1o see hir o nationally and locally, so as fo hrr?mr a real spear-head in 1
discuss the question of National Service, he refused to meet them. Hraggte of the Demporadc isrin :
In the deputation to the political leaders. considerable The first step in !.h'IS direction will be taken at a meeting
support was forthcoming. Mr. Barnes, the Co-op. lcader, gave of the national committees of the six organisations to be held

the Pilgrimage and the Campaign his complete support. and in London on March 1§ and 19. where an estimation will be
agreed 1o assist in getting Co-op. youth to p]f}- % higg-::r part in made of the present situation and the tasks before the democratic

the future youth of Britain, and the steps towards a democratic alliance
Sir Archibald Sinclair was for the development of the of F?;‘: hﬁ::h:frn:‘:;lf :E] t:ﬁf?n?;f;fhh:nf: I;cr?;i;:l;rmd .

Campaign, and for more support from sections of Young aggression : 10 czp“m the desire of youth to serve such aw

Liberals, who had not played a great part in the Campaign. . while at the same time, participating in the A.R.P. machinery th’:
Mr. Atlee said that the matter would be taken up with his and those méastres of evacuition and daf o i e

colleagues in the Executive, and while the official line of the < . s o .
Labour leaders is against unity, he was not able to say that the :“';‘:": drawn between supporting it and supporting the Govern-

This opens the way ‘
y for a considerabl
of the democratic students thrnugh;:n.blﬁ

young should not upite. but weat to the extent of saying that (2) The support for the Youth Charter with its points for

the *':(’luth 1;::1'-: dﬂ Is:p-ccml et ‘:r pc?]plc't““i;:‘;‘ri?m;dml‘mfu‘?ﬁ: the economic and social advance of the youth.

:;E,;ﬂﬁ-, I:;:::’:mu i e e e et B (3) Support for the idea of national fitness for democracy.
Harry Pollitt met a deputation of the youth on behalf of A scrics of proposals have been made in the statement on

the Central Committec of the Communist Party, and gave the the National Youth Campaign, as to what can be done nationally

full support of the Communist Party to the Youth, and locally by the commitiees, such as deputations to the press

J e, the fourth most important aspect of the Pilgrimage  locully, joint meetings of all the members of the local organisa-
wils ﬂl::tzrr{‘lﬂgunt ﬂffsuppnrl and sympathy that it attracted from  tions, the registration of individual anti-fascist youth who agree

d Democratic movement and the with the policy in support of the campaign, which can be done
Lo A A M e in thousands, organisation of local youth conferences on national

Dcm:c ?Tal;:ul!:rﬁ previous campaigns of a united character has  service, visilations to other democratic youth clubs, eic., the

ity in the main was at the top, amongst the organisation of mass education and propaganda among the youth,

P;cdncﬂll':‘?; l::du?r:liumc of the I?argcr districts. ‘There had not and the organised participation in thos: forms. of service such

e D iciec “j big development of the unity among the as A.R.P., first-aid, fire service and evacuation service, which
i

fferent organisations, and localities. ! we support. SAi W
mcm#or:mirfl}: the Pilgrimage Campaign, there was a consider- The National Youth Campaign, in its stalement, stresses the
able development of unity locally, many commitiees were set v nced 10 prepare now for the General Election by visiting and
in all the main provincial towns; and in London some 301 informing 'if"""’ of the programme, and the need for one candi-
committees in different areas were set up. : date in each constituency in opposition fo the Chamberlain can~

Therefore, the fifth most important aspect of the Pilg _""'E? didate to achieve a government of peace and democracy.
is the beginning of real unity in the main cities and localities o On February 23, a few days after the Pilgrimage, Chiamber-

! lai ke at Blackburn and there, in effect, gave his reply to'the
the c-ﬂi:::y.u‘ however, a number of weaknesses which have FIIII“ !"P“” s by his ** No drill, no dole * speech, an open attack:

been brou the statement of the National Youth Cam- he 2 4 iy oG T
paign c‘a&':l:lldﬂ:: i?ullowinl the Pilgrimage. These weaknesses ' The o2 ng, th Al T Tl 5
are, in the main, as follows: the ‘Organisstions -and’ : " of youd

™ () In suficent disusdon ams i o f R youe
among the mmdm%TMﬁ WM in  for the strengthening of ‘e

consequently, a not too clear , _
e
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GOfIIE l}';’.‘t&;il'aAfl:(!:r the Annexation

By Karl Kneidinger
"*&- :fdhl:ernul mm_ since the German army, with guns, tanks,
independence r:\‘:?s.: mwfdcﬂ Austria. A year since Austrian
since the people of ﬁf{ﬂ}ﬁ;—i_ by Hitler's coup de force. A year
Hitler's foreign rule Austria were brought under the yoke of

It is apai is ; ST ;
Austrian pﬁn;:;zl ;::_‘;“ I{EI::?;?: r:ll"f:.'l th:*l-n :hrl.; t:r;.,*a;:.ti r::;m‘s.lcs G:E-,. ﬂn::
people are already takin I . arel um ‘J"LI.‘ | c Y _un;,T
were still widespread £ part n H:II.'«- l!ghll. A year ago illusions
especially in "ihp“'a among certain sections of Austrian youth,
of i the Browe IE;%EF::? h_;‘[urgcumc. regarding the ** socialism
thinkable that :ht:‘l*;-ir:‘s Dbc:hcﬁ s mﬂphﬁ - "
and * the glorious e hl'-‘-‘- about the ** community of the people,
have been emploved s appy future ™ in the Third Reich, should

ey cmp ‘-""}'-‘d solely for demagogic reasons.  Singe the
policy of the +S*-_h_“5'-‘hmﬂll Government greatly restricted the
_Pmpaganda activitics of the Young Socialists and Communists
““d.h:ﬂ" 10 be carnied on illegally for the most part, the National
fx:w““ were actually able to win over sections of the Austrian

The chief rcason for this was the hope that the economic
position of the youth would really be improved.  Austrian
vouth were suffering severely from extensive unemployment,
“L'ﬂfl'! had hit the young people especially, Hence the Nuzi
promuses to provide work for all young people aroused great
hopes. But of course these young people meant decently paid
work, and working conditions such as were customary in Austria,

Matters turned out differently. Thousands of young people
between the ages of 14 and 17 were sent to Germany 1o work
on the land. and have been forced to drudge for large land-
owners and East Elbian squires under slave conditions. In-
numerable letters from these young Austrians to their relations
have been so despairing that their families have been frightfully
distressed, and have made strenuous cfforts to get their boys
back. One of these unhappy vouths wrote: " The work 18
dreadfully hard. We have to get up at 5 o'clock. Work begins
at 6 o'clock and lasts till nightfall.  The only leisure time is
from half past cight till ten in the evening. The food is mostly
potatoes and coffee. Meat is a rarity. The treatment is very
brutal. Much bad language is used in driving us to work, and
clouts on the ear are common ¢nough.”

Since even the Nazi newspapers have had to admit, in the
latest reports on the Land Service, that the youths have o work
60 hours a week, some idea may be gained of the degree of
exploitation. The boys in their despair can think of no other
way out than to run away. Within two months, no fewer than
772 ‘out of 66 Land Service inmates of a camp in Pomerania
ran away and returned to their homes.

The Labour Service is another institution as hated by
Austrian youth as the Land Service. The young people quite
rightly ask: If there is such a shortage of skilled labour, why
is the Labour Service not done away with, since it keeps us
away from our trades for six months? The resistance offered
by the young Austrians in the Labour Service camps to drill,
and 10 every worsening of living and working conditions, takes
the same forms as the resistance of the German youth.  But
with the additional factor of national feeling. Only recently
a Vienna daily paper wrote that in the Austrian Labour Service
the principle was 1o be observed of giving Austrians positions
of command. The idea of this is to pacify the fecling of the
Austrians against the “Prussians.” The paper adds however,
quite incidentally, that there are only 400 leaders from Germany
in the Austrian Labour service. When it is remembered that
there are 20,000 Labour Service men in Austria, it may be
casily calculated that there is a German commander to every
50. Austrians in the Labour Service. In the army matters are
h ven worse. The soldiers suffer severely from the brutality of
~ the German officers ;ng.C.O.l. With increasing frequtncg
. brutal officers are waylaid in quiet streets or remote spots, an
beaten up by indignant young soldicrs. Indignation aroused by

Mése condition: mﬁ!ﬁnﬂtn among the anti-fascists, but

1y be, casily imagined when a boy from Vienna,
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or a peasant's son from beautiful Styria, is insulted by B
“ Prussian scrgeant major ' for some trifling matter #.:
ordered to stand up before the whole company and "‘Y‘ .
am an Austrian swine who did nol pay attention™ = To
generates just as deadly a hatred in this young Austrian aq 5
I‘'renchman or Englishman would feel if forced by Gﬁmh"
say: *1 am a French swine—or an English swine— , = ™
It is only a year since Hitler scized power in Austria tae
the elfects are already disastrous on the position and 'f,’_:. .
Austrian youth, In consequence of the training of youth (o com §
mit acts of violence—as in the anti-Jewish and anti-Cathole
pogroms,—more and more young pcople fall into bad ways, a I
the result is an enormous increase in juvenile crime. A mmers
glance at the headlines of the daily press demonstrates the
frightful degencration of youth. In one week alone we reads
* Nineteen ycar old youth confesses murder,” * Robbery .
violence by youth of 20" “A sixteen year old murderer™
* Robbery and assault in broad daylight ™ (two 16 years “f
and one 19 year old), “ Young gangsters discovered™ (eighy
boys, some of them schoolboys, others apprentices), etc. (pm.
Vienna Nazi newspapers in the first week in February) v
That young men can wield dagger and revolver better 1o
day than pencil and pen is all part and parcel of the education '
given yvouth by the Nazis. That this is not a mere ez )
may be seen from a characteristic notice in the Grazer Tages b
post of January 17. g

“H.Y. DAGGER FOR NEW BORN BOYS™* .
A son was born to a Storm Trooper in Donauwdrh, and

he has been presented with a H.Y. dagger. This present is now
to be given to every Storm Trooper on the occasion of the &
birth of a son. o
Since in Austria the Nazi have only been able to win over
a scction of the youth, their policy with regard to the Hitler
Youth and its development in Austria has been fundamentally =
different from that in Germany. The vouth organisations of &
the Nazis in Austria are still unable to absorb all young people
as laid down by the law, for the reason that in Austria there
is a shortage of the suitable leaders required by Hitler to sup-
press the youth and to prepare them for war. The contradiction
between the expectations of the former illegal H.Y. leaders and"
voung Nazi activists, and even more of the members, and the
actual results offered them by the Nazi regime is increasing.
The German youth leaders distrusted the Austrians from the
very beginning. Schoas, ex-leader of Austrian Hitler youth,
only enjoyed his position for three days after the * victory " of
his party, and was then supplanted by a German youth coms
missar. The H.Y. leaders of Vienna and Upper -j‘j‘
were deposed and replaced by Germans. The woman icadst of
the League of German Girls (B.D.M.) for all Austria, and the
leader for Vienna, toe. had to resign. Even the * Young k¢ | ¥
the boys and girls of 10 to 14, found their organisations headed
by * commissars ” from Germany. S
But even these “tried ™ confidential commissars of Hitier

are unable to overcome the resistance and discontent of Austrian
youth. One striking proof of this is the fact that the German
“Youth Leader* Wilhelm Busch, appointed a year =-~-‘,_5.~z""-"—

organise the whole Austrian Hitler Youth, has now -——.;;E:-}'_"' 5
10W, DEE
el IR

WoAR .

ferred to another post as penalty for failure, He has:
replaced by a HY. leader from Cologne. ol
Although the Hitler Youth is equipped with a B4
propaganda apparatus, it does not exercise much pOWeE Ok
traction on the Austrian youth, except perhaps amONg i
young boys still attending or just leaving school. AL 1S INRSEE
ing to note that during the latest Winter Relief collectian
Austria the membership of the Hitler Youth was, statediio
60,000, whilst in the Sudeten territory _lllo- )
(Austria has more than double the population of
In Ausiria there arc about one mdﬁ n youth of Hitles
age. The general worsening of the position ¢ -l:-;j‘j- PP
naturally hits youth hard.. The father who bi ings. hofme
wages because so much is deducted, the mOtDEnAWROS
getting dearer from day to day, influence theirs CGRIGESS
the alien rule. The feeling in Austriaj
Prussians are to blame for it all" expres

g b i

‘EYf—Hillﬂ Youth, 151-':‘1'#.:.- 149243 -ﬁ 3




there gre “

: . Revolut; Soci

Outh,” who are uﬂbrnad' including the ""?:Tﬁc . RmE'I.
tth‘: is no naliur;ai
nnexation of Austria is

have more
10 adduce such

leaders
factor at alf in 7y

a hlsmril.':al ﬂdvanﬁ:

. But cven iy
r [T Ihc i r
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arguments, fing them
s, | selves con '
the fm:' ‘Mg In the Austrian Fc;lg?tn”;ﬂé}bhﬂd

10 combat i in the Na
there is one d

ctrhlht:i:':l political opinions or sym-

eXtermi 2 . L NC endeavours of the ¢; :

lcrn:iT:;?i::: :'L;'ythmg Austrian. A drastic tx:lm;!:-' ;;‘n:;rc:;ﬂ

IS given b agness of the Germans, as shown in small matters

Hitler Ynu{lta?ﬁ:’.:‘gqsmuc!c In the Icading newspaper of the
® L - = W :'I :ﬂn!i ; i =5 L o

whistled the Wellkron EAInsl a Viennese baker's boy who had

. N song: * Vienna. citv ; .
A - ong enna, city of my dr
ccording to this Paper, it is a crime to-day for :131 Aﬁ:?‘ﬁzn

::?Err;l;';{fFhr:ccﬁiful_rplgnﬁnnr, melodies 10 the ‘war songs of the
of nvcryihiﬁg'dt‘ar tgl:hlgﬁiﬁgi:’:dfrmﬂ}t\ o fl‘ru-wian rsreh
natipnal pride among Austrian 'u:n:w‘ﬁ ::[nc byl e
ﬂﬂl%{ﬁ determination to free thgm?.ch:c&i rfn;r tzllﬁgut?;:g:; “rullt
i fmF tﬂ";*—‘fﬂrﬂmﬂ war dang::r. the danger of having to g0 1o
Mussop G interests of the German im rialists, for Hitler or
CIUSSONNL, 1S causing the utmost perturbation among Austrian
'}uuth'. for there has never been any intention in Austria 1o
‘}ltacln: anyone. The progressive youth of Austria hope that the
forces of democracy, especially in France and Britain will
succeed in calling a halt to the robber plans of the German and
Italian fascists. _Any yielding to Hitler fascism is at the same
lime a blow against Austrian youth, against the Austrian people
for it strengthens this alien rule. giving it thereby more power,
and cnabling it to suppress with even greater brutality every
sign of resistance on the “ home front.” :

1o reckon with

Z1 newspapers.,

Greetings from the Young Communist
International to Comrade Dimitroff

ON THE OCCASION OF THE TWENTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

Dear Comrade Dimitroff,

On the occasion of this day, the Twenticth Anniversary of
the Communist International, we send to you, the Stalinist guide,
to the Communist International and to all the Executive Com-
mittee, our warm and revolutionary greetings.

The establishment of the Communist International, ‘under
the leadership of the victorious Bolshevik Party and the guidance
of Lenin and Stalin, was an event of world historic importance.

At the call of the Communist International, the young revo-
lutionary generation of the proletariat united in the ranks of the
Young Communist Interpational. ok

The Young Communist International, founded by Lenin, is
proud of being a Section of the Communist International. It sces
in the Communist International the real guide and friend of the
young workers. _ . : o o

The Trotskyists, traitors in the pay of fascism, tried by every
possible means, with the aid of the most suspicious tntr!gucs,tﬁu
create a split between the Communist International .md[h ¢
Young Communist International. But the cnmma!_planhs cnlf ﬁn
vile enemies of the people collapsed when faced with the grﬂ;hi
apd devolion of the Young Comamut Teierm o crationa

I tional. c You -
E}’“mﬂigﬂ E:timl?:yal and militant support for the Communist

International. ist International towards
The loyalty of the ¥oue GOl e in its boundless affec-

u ational 1§ expre
the Comg:g:ﬂ?;ﬁm' the great friend and educator of youth,
tion for of the Young Communist Tnternational is exprcsscdd
The loyalty affection for you, Comrade Dimitroff. Your pﬂ;‘u
by its great 2UCC before the fascist hangmen of Lﬂfﬂf u:::
?;ﬁ?lil;?;fnund echo in the hearts of the toiling youth o

is shared by the

their hatred of the

cfinite factor, the fact

in the spirit of the wise cou ch v -
the Sixth Congress of e Y::lcr:gwcl‘..:h YOU gave us at the time of

long live the Communi rmati
- st Inte g-to
and its helmsman, Comrade D v onal of Lenin

[.o I . NT e )
pm!,__m"i'f”'”“ the great Stalin, the brilliant guide of the world

THE YOUNG COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The Youth of Scandinavia

By Philip Fo rsberg

FI‘HFi Sc:‘:ndmavmn countries, Sweden, Norway and Denmark.
DAy a most important part in international trade. To
with the two other countries of the North, Finland and Iceland
they represent a great economic Power. '
. €S¢ countrics occupy third place in the w
point of view of merchant shipping tonnage, anc:jrlii:;r;rr;;f;
for export of war materials, They furnish 71 per cent. of the
world’s supply of celluloid, an indispensable ingredient in the
manufacture of explosives. Northern Scandinavia is the world's
Most important centre of exportation of fish and pig-meatl. And,
hinally, h:wc‘dj:n supphies Germany with over %0 per cent. of the
iron which is at present necessary in the armaments industry
of that country.,

The strategic position of the Nordic countries has attracted
the altention of German fascism which would like to subject
them to its influence. In the south. andinavia is Germany's
neighbour. The frontier here—between Denmark and Germanv
—was defined in accordance with a plebiscite which took place
shortly after the first imperialist world war. This plebiscite
showed that a large majority of the population was in favour
of the frontier as it exists at present. In the southern Jutland
frontier region. the German population is no more than 15 per
cent,

Denmark has granted all possible national rights to this
small German minority. Nevertheless, the German fascists
have for long been clamouring that * this oppressed brother
people awaits its liberation.” For some time past, the fascists
have been carrying on increasing activity on these lines in
South Jutland. They are conducting a furious propaganda
campaign, and are emploving terrorist measures against the
non-fascist inhabitants, i

The agents of Hitler-fascism are veritably swarming in the
northern countries. A cenire of espionage was recently
discovered there which was managed by a murderer of Karl
Licbknecht. The leaders of this centre were in
but the network possessed numerous branches in a number of
other Scandinavian fowns,

The only response made to these sinister activities of the
German fascists by the Social-Democratic Governments of
Scandinavia consists of a policy of concessions and surrender.
In spite of widespread opposition among their own people, the
Governments of Denmark, Norway and Sweden have yielded to
German pressure and li:cédnd to recognise the Franco rebel
authoritics as the Spani overnment. y

Furthermore, E'udcn and Finland have decided, in the
interests of German fascism, to fortify the Aland Islands—
in the Gulf of Bothnia, and hitherto neutralised by agreement
with the League of Nations—although this is contrary to the
desire of the population of the islands. An article which
recently appeared in the Nazi Voelkischer Beobachter, demon-
strates Germany's deep interest in this matter. We quote a
revealing phrase from this artxle: et

*The possessor of the Aland Islands could
difficulty make a panther’s spring to Leningrad, Stockholm

and Helsingfors.” .

Encouraged by the capitulationist policy of the Sca
vian Governments, Hitlerism is becoming more exacting
day. Two journalists on the stafl of the Danish ¢ v,
daily, Politiken. have been discharged on Berlin's order,

ir articl disﬁeu.-d Hitler. The Swedish Foreign M
Iah;i:??:.ﬂﬁrm rised all Swedish newspapers, requesting

B
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!0 avoid publication of
German fascists.

blic opinion in Denmark was recently greatly incensed

by reports of lljn: trial of some fascists who had poisoned the
I of an anti-fascist

farmer in Southern Jutland.  Under

Emmﬁ;? from the German Government, the court acquitted the

P - Similar instances of capitulation by the Scandinavian
Overnments could be cited without end.

anything which might * offend ™ the

B The Social-Democratic youth federations are the largest
};“E people’s anti-fascist organisations in Scandinavia. These

crations are closely connected with the Social-Democratic

Parties, which are at | I s
present in power. For this reason. the
leaders of these org

b nnisnt_ium consider 1t their duty to support
© MACIr governments, cven in their foreign policy of continuous
capitulation.

At the time of the annexation by Hitler of Austnia, for
cxample, the organ of the Swedish Social-Democratic Youth
League sought to justify the attitude of the bourgeois-democratic
countrics by saying that it was *the sole natural solution.”
Similar arguments were put forward in order to justify the
betrayal of Czechoslovakia to the aggressor. With regard 1o
the Spanish civil war, for some time the Scandinavian Socialist
Youth Press maintained that the fall of the Republic was but

a matter of some few weeks, thus tending to spread pessimism
among the voung anti-fascists,

_However, recent events—the Munich betrayal and the
terrible German pogroms—have caused a strengthening of anti-
fascist feeling in Scandinavian countries. The toiling youth has
realised that Munich, instcad of having saved peace, has
betrayed it. The young gencration of Scandinavia is tending
more and more to refuse its support to a policy of capitulation
which would sooner or later lcad to the loss of national
independence and the destruction of democracy.

The youth desires to struggle actively against fascism and to
prevent the Scandinavian countries from falling benecath the
heel of Hitler-Germany. To a great extent, this explains the
fact that the fascist vouth movements in Scandinavia are at
present declining rapidly. For exampie, the Swedish ™ National
Union,” which two years ago boasted of 40,000 members, now
has only 15000. The reactionary Danish youth organisation,
Conservative Youth, at its last congress was forced to admnt
the fact that its numbers have declined 10 6,000—an estimate
which is particularly optimistic. The Swedish fascist organisa-
tion. the * Swedish National-Socialist Workers™ Party,” has
considered it advisable to modify its aspect, and so now calls
itself the * Swedish Socialist Union,” and has abandoned the
use of the swastika as its badge. In a secrel circular, issued
by this body to its members—a circular of which the Communist
Party obtained a copy and subsequently published—it 1s
explained that these changes are dictated by the necessity of
adaptation to new circumstances, and that they in no way
signify any diminution of the fascist faith of the movement,

. * . e v

The Scandinavian Young Communist Leagues consider it
their task 1o collaborate with the socialist youth organisations.
Scandinavia is the centre of the Young Socialist International.
The Swedish. Norwegian and Danish Social-Democratic Youth
Leagues make up more than half the membership of the Young
Socialist International, without counting Spain. To sccurc a
united front in Scandinavia would be to bring the leading bodics
of the Young Socialist International into the path of unmity.

In the past, the struggle between the Communist and Socialist
youth movements of Scandinavia had attained an intensely acute
degree. It, therefore, became an_urg:mly necessary task to
dispel this tension and create in its place an atmosphere of
co-operation. In this domain, some very sound results have

been obtained, although much still remains to be done

ﬂaﬂ%u first link forged between the Communist and Socialist
' Q was that of co-operation in and to Republican Spain.
= movement had a very considerable extension, particularly

, and brought into its orbit the mass of the anti-

fascist youth., In Sweden, about 400 commitiees of ai
Spanish people were formed, in which both Iﬂh:
Socialist youth bodies co-operated. The excellent remium
by these joint commitlees are in themsclves the best proof of
the need for such close co-operation. In Norway, the movemeny
for aid 1o Spain also yielded excellent results. Joint action w0
aid Spain has shown that co-operation of both Communist and
Socialist young people’s organisations is not only possible, bu
that it is precisely such co-operation which forms the real basis
of any genuine anti-fascisl activity, )

In spite of this, however, it must be admitied that the
results obtained in the ficld of united action of the two youth
bodics are still unsatisfactory. This inadequacy is manifested
chiefly by the very insufficient participation by the
organisations within the committees of the Yourh World
Caongress movemenl.

It is true that the constitution of these commitiees in all
the Scandinavian counlries rcpresents a great success. In
Sweden, the committees represent 25 youth organisations, with
a membership of some 250,000, but the Social-Democratic youth
organisations have not yet decided to take pari. In Denmark,
the committee of the World Youth Congress movement repre-
sents 12 youth organisations, especiaily student organisations
and the Radical youth. But, in Denmark also, the Socialist
vouth is not yet represented on this committee.

In Norway, the World Youth Congress committee, quite
recently formed, includes both Young Communists and Young
Socialists in 1ls representation.

In all these committees, the Young Communist League is
working with the chief aim of achieving the unity of all forces
of youth,

i L] . ] ]

The Young Commumist Leagues are the most determined
defenders of Scandinavian youth. .
The Swedish League has drafted a programme of economic

and cultural demands, including questions of the right to work,
education, leisure, and so on.

The Danish Y.C.L. is engaged at present in drafitung a
similar programme.

Recently, great emphasis has been laid upon the question
of suitable and cheap living accommodation for the youth. The
housing question is one of outstanding importance in all
Scandinavian countries, particularly in the larger cities. For
example, in Stockholm rents are higher than in any other cily
in Europe: a young worker has to pay at least one-quarter
of his wage as rent for very restricted acmnunod:uun._ _

Another cxtremely urgent question for the Scandinavian
youth is that of vocational training. All the Scandinavian
Young Communist Leagues, therefore, have seriously taken up
this problem.

The struggle 1o secure [(ulfilment of the economic and
cultural demands of the youth must occupy a very important
place: for this struggle strengthens the faith of the youth In
Jdemocracy and frustrates the demagogic cndeavours of the
reactionaries. The Scandinavian Young Communist Lea
are exerting every effort to link up the struggle to d
national independence and for democracy with the struggle for
the economic and cultural demands of the youth. =

The menace of Hitler-fascism, the sworn encmy OL Ae
independence of small nations and the enemy of democracy and
youth, is looming over the Nordic countries. A greal fask
confronts the youth of these lands: to develop within its Tanks

e

the resolute will 1o defend its rights and its frontiers. In OIGRL
to do this, it must be demonstrated that fascism 15 not invincit © .
that it possesses no solid base and that its ;_
The young Scandinavians know that “.3 have at their
side, in this struggle, the democratic youth ﬂ._ pd
particularly of the Soviet Union, the strongest COURREE SIS
world and the greatest defender of small peopies againstas=
The support of the Soviet Union gives the SCARGIAVEEA
the assurance of victory in its and M will hg
determination to accomplish the great tasks which Risto
for it. | | ”
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against Professor Jeze—advis

E:‘ldl Wl‘:ﬁ, i:.bwji went on strike
E P _ 0 the 'ssinian  gove

and against sianchions on Mussoling : o
T g h olini, are ' ati
“gainst the claims of the Italian diclulnndu S d::munstr.nmg
. ]lp Fct.xruary. 1934, the French youth was divided into two
nearly cqual camps. But nowadays, in spite of the difficulties
i.rfdt'l'-:.'d by the Munich accomplices, more and more signs are
showing how the youth is attached to the Popular Front and
how little it favours the fascists.

In one word, the French yvouth has enj ‘

: . = : Joyed the experienc

:t Popular Froni Government supported b}'}lhc pcSpIT :md chgi
been :ibh:_ o ::umpi:rclil: not only with the rmctiunnr;- govern-
ments which preceded it in 1934-35, but also with the present one
of M. Daladier. At the same time it has witnessed fascism in
power 1n Germany, causing misery and wars of aggression, and
tTEStrD}’!ng all political and religious liberty.

It lsllruc that, fc;‘r a while, Munich atTected 10 some extent
cerlain elements of the youth of France, even within the ranks
of the working-class youth, For 2 moment it appeared as if the
I-rcnclin yugth was again to be ;Evidcd and to resort to internecine
struggle ; but with each day the treachery of Munich becomes
more obvious,

Ready, as it was in 1934, 1o fight fascism at home, the youth
of France cannot resign itself to be crushed by fascism abroad :
and it is able to judge the extent of the blow dealt to France both
by the * Non-Intervention ™ policy and by the Munich betrayal.

The French youth uppns-;s ::Ihﬂ Ml;‘nicfl;‘ :r.c_ull_lcmhcnt . hccam:
it realises, more vividly each day, that Munich has not save
peace. It opposes Munich because it sees to-day that Munich has
also implied the decree-laws of France and their tragic conse-
quences, It opposes Munich becauvse 1t can sec that Munich
signifies a policy of fascism both mdhnmj: a:nd forcign affairs,
against the people, against France and against peace,

= Nevcrt}!;lcss, there are some who—while they arﬁ.“““m."
ublicly to extol the Munich policy—pretend that they * substi-
P for the struggle against fascism.” They
tute the struggle for peace for the &k ‘em is * to make
claim that to capitulate to the demands of fascism 1s D_[ e
4 sacrifice for peace.” They apr;-clar Tl mdni:‘:nhsj ll'rllzzjt t!_?‘ncilll:ll l;:‘tu
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Rk S R gent young worker,
aidcmcmr.n_l-:: Organisation of youth anywhere in the wnrld—n?rf

: : defence of Hitler, of his w- -
INg plans and his scheme for the cnslavement of al| hu‘nm?f[

French oo, Py oo e g, e
mittee of the Party : ; ing of the Central Com-
" More und more in France we shall have to put this
question @ Who is for or against Hitler 2 Who is against
Hitler means : agunst Munich, against dishonour, against
slavery ; and for France and for peace. Who is for Hitler
means : for Munich, for humiliation, for slavery : against

France and against peace.” ;

This truth applies not only to France but to the entire
younger gencration of Europe. Who is agazinst Hitler ? The
sections of the Socialist and Communist Internationals have
already replied. The democratic youth organisations in all
countries have replicd. The young Christians, persecuted by
fascism, have replied. The French youth, on the eve of the 150th
anniversary of the great French Revolution, could have no more
splendid task than to take the leadership in the struggle against
the war-mongers who have sworn to crase the glories of 1789
from the pages of history.

Young Communists, youngz Socialists, shall we then resign
oursclves 2t the very moment when, before all history, the noblest
part 1s assigned to us : that of closing the road in our country
and in the world to the advance of the forces of reaction and
war ?  The progressive youth of the world to-day places in our
hands the ant-fascist flag of struggle against war and servitude.
Young Communists and Socialists, let us proudly accept it. It
is not the flag of chauvinism—of that we may be sure. It is the
flag of liberty as against siavery, of peace as against the war-
mongers, of progress as against reaction. It is the flag of a young
generation on the march towards a new world.

The Light of Hope

By Raymond Guyot
(Article published in the Komsomolskaya Pravda of March 4,
1939, on the occasion of the 20th Anmiversary of the Communist
International.)
THEN the stormy ocean heaves its mighty billows, the beam
\ of a distant lighthouse appears 1o the eyes of the sailors
brighter than ever, bringing ncw hope to their h::ms.

Thus appears our glorious Commurnist International at the
beginning of 1939, its 20th anniversary, in the eyes of the work-
ing people of all the countries in the world “iun‘enng uﬂdc;
capitalist oppression and exploitation. The *old wnr: o
exploitation of man by man iIn ils supreme effort to sa n;mdf'h:
from collapse, bankrupg:}; and death, brings down upo

¢ reaction, war and fascism. ) g
pcnp{n capitalist countries, the new gencrations v?twdmmum
their conscious life at the age of fifteen, arc in el
infernal whirlwind where all their adnhmnh t drﬂmsm_. [
with a purpose, a life of freedom and happiness, _ violently

cmsh“?g.mh is an impulse for life. The contradiction ml:ﬂm T
the young generation of workers and fﬂﬂ;ﬂ ; mani-
fests itself in a brutal form. The Mﬂ ol .Ihm
anger and revolt the blood-stained rule of 1a Sablyito war 5F
the beart, destroys the spirit s et R e |
the defence of tru e ik
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nl:ftnlmh.p- Nﬂilhtr “i" ‘“Ud:‘.'ﬂl'- HLT'-ZI“ 0 I“l““: “]1']““[
Fhﬂrmsihc lit unemployment of imc_l[ucmuh is i ctlfﬂ;t‘l}
s ﬂzpl'nilcd] crature of 1939, It is to this tormented oppresses
[ li youth that the Communist International oflers i
.u:jum ile worth living and traces a road of liberation and
:I“ d"—'l':ﬂd?ﬂft Where the youthful virtues of ardour, enthusiasm
And fhieroism will be put to the service of the just cause of pro-
gressive humanity. We appeal to the youth to combine every
step of their studies, education and instruction with the partici-
pation in the common struggle of all workers against the
exploiters,

That is how

_ Lenin, the great founder of the Communist
International, understood the duties of youth. The strupgle
for the ideal of Communism and freedom is the most imporiant
contribution of the Communist International on its 20th anni-
versary to the young generation of workers of the whole world.

In October, 1917, Lenin and Stalin, and the glorious Bol-
shevik party at the head of the workers and peasants and all the
peoples of the immense Russian Empire. showed to the
world, to the workers and common people of all the countries,
that it was possible to defeat and smash feudalism and capital-
ism. On the ruins of the “old world ™ the construction of

Socialism has become a reality on one sixth of the carth’s sur-
face. In 1920 Lenin defined the task of the yvoung generation
of the Soviet Union as follows:

" The generation of people at present 50 vears old,
cannot expect 1o see the dawn of the Communist socicty.
They will not live so long. But the generation of people
at present who are fifteen years old will witness the Com-
munist soctety and construct it themselves, and this gencra-
tion should realise that the whole aim of its life is the build-
g up of this society.™
To-cay, cighteen years after Lenin had spoken these words.

the Soviet country, under the guidance of our dear Comrade

Stalin, has entered upon the phase of the construction of the
Communist society. A striking proof of it is found in the pro-
posed modification of the statutes of the Communist Party of
the U.S.S.R. at its 18th Congress. where it was said:

*The victory of Socialism in the U.S.S.R. has assured
the predominance of the Socialist cconomic system. . . .
During the years of socialist construction, all the exploiting
elements such as capitalists, merchants, kulaks and specu-
lators have been eliminated.™

What a lesson and a blow in the face for all those cowards
and traitors who try to smuggle into the movement of the work-
ing-class youth ideas of capitulation before fascism, for all those
who, after having approved the shameful dictates of Munich,
now continue to repeat: * Servitude rather than death,” for all
those who having betrayed the cause of Republican Spain and
peace, make us believe that “ nothing can be done.”

Stalin shows to the whole world that victory is possible but
to achieve it we must fight under the banner of Marxism-Lenin-
ism. The Soviet Union, the land of freedom, well-being and peace,
is a living proofl of the possibility, nay, the certainty of the
workers' victory. This is the second contribution of the Com-
munist International on its 20th anniversary to the young genera-
tion of the whole world.

In fighting under the banner of Marxism-Leninism, the
youth will Jearn that the spirit of self-sacrifice and heroism is
not enough for victory. It is also essential to have a guide to
unify, educate and lead the workers in the battle. This guide
is the Communist Party.

Lenin and Stalin have taken particular care in determining
the tasks of the party for the winning of the working youth and
its preparation for the dutics of communists. Even before and
during the imperialist war, Lenin made a special study of the
decisive questions for the penetration of Marxist ideas into the
ranks of the younger gencration. Amongst the numerous writ-
ings of Lenin, his article “ Enlistment in the Army of 183
Students” and his memorandum * The Youth International,”
determined the attitude of youth towards Communism at the
end of the war of 1914-1918 and led to the foundation of the
Young Communist International.

Lenin's speech The Tasks of the Youth Federations
delivered on October 2, 1920, at the Third All-Russian Congress
_of the Komsomols (Young Communist League of Russia) and

o prve The Task the Komsomols written in _ o
stalin's The Fasks of 1f . ep o
questions put by the editors of the Kammmo&lq, s
connection with the seventh anniversary on Oclober 79 18

- i z 1 2 3 1 .
of the Leninist Komsomol, have definitely fixed the amaats
line of the pmgrammc_und the guiding lines for the a8
of the Young Communist Leagues all over the world,

At present, the Young Communist Internati _:."'.I-‘:E-.'_ 1
advance guard “The Komsomol,” under the guidance or ot
Communist International and its leader, Comrade Dimi®

« world-wide organisation of the youth, cuaa®
by the example of the Hrurnsumn_l. the C"Ffln'.lunh;__ Mo, 8
.‘p'}_:.:n'u and China arc fighting heroically against the ir ey,
and fascist invaders at the head of the whole youth of gt
respective countries.  In France and England the young, Cox.
munists are the spearhead of the struggle of the youth for g
chasing from power of Daladier and Chamberlain, those enemee
of democracy and peace. B

The Young Communist International, this world organtes :
tion of young workers which cducates the youth in the gy
of Marxism-Leninism, is the third contribution of the Com
munist International on its 20th anniversary 1o the o
generation of workers 4ll over the world. -

= ¥
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Enormous tasks arc awaiting the world movement of yorme
communists.  We will have to undergo difficult and haed
trials. 0t is essential, at present, for all young ‘communisie’fy
rcalise it fully. o

Fighting faithfully under the guidance of the Commumss
International, however, the Young Communist International, og
its way to victory will come through all these formidable triale
with honour. Comrade Dimitroff in his speech at the 6th Coge
gress of the Young Communist International in September, 1935
indicated to the vouth movement the key to victory: @ =

*“With what can we counter fascism and the I
imperialist war ? It is possible and it is necessary 10 oppose
them by the union of all the anti-fascist forces and fin

-

of all by the union of the forces of the young generation

i 1

has become

workers, by a thousand-fold increase of the role of actv
of youth in the struggle of the working-class for its inlerss
for its cause.”

Guided by the general line of Comrade Dimitroff, the yo
Communists of Spain have set an example to the world
organisational anti-fascist unity with the young Socialists
will soon be three years since the young Commumists S
Socialists of Spain united in struggle with arms in b
hands against the invaders, Hitler and Mussolini. 'We arepe
of the Spanish youth. We are proud {0 remember that
battles of Catalonia the unified youth remained
heroic by the side of the Communist Party of Spain
against the cowards, panic-mongers and traors. AU
the unified youth is still as firm as ever in the delence’t
central and south zone under the most difficult com
Glory is the heritage of the united Communist and S0
youth of Spain. A cause for which the whole Spamst
with “songs on their lips"™ is ready to sac
invingible,
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It is unity and once more unity which will permst th
Communists all over the world to render more effics
Republican Spain and to break the iron circle of b
and their allies, Chamberlain and Daladier.

_In their struggle against the menace of Hitler; s}
policy of betrayal of the Daladier-Bonnet governmen
display of solidarity (in one day on February 5 the yot
munists of France collected 1,500,00 francs) the Fre!
Communist League was able to enlist the co-operati

-Opera
greater numbers of young Socialists, republicans and
Catholic workers. The same I‘:;y' ‘said of E
United States of America, Belgium and Scandinavia:

e

recently in central Europe

recent World Youth C o AN
ment, onsress #NW o
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Unity of working-class youth "ﬁn “-r:_'r‘na:;~
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. ommunists, brought up jn the
fell raise higher than ever the ban

srueele aganst the dogs of faacd _ :

outh. the unification of the F“ﬁ;mg':ngrg:!y of working-class
people, this s the fourth contribution of :hmn of the common
.I1'F_.,.5‘.:| on 1ts 20th :lnnivcrﬂr}, to the c
"-.‘.;‘-"'I"- world. !"'ﬂﬂng Ecn

pirit of _Mar;iﬁ.m-Lcninir.m
ner of joing uncompromising

In the Country of Socialism
= _—-—-__——-—-—._.___

[Lenin’s Companion is no Longer With Us
N Moscow, on February 26 at 6 o'clock in

the morning, p:
sty woman whose name  will g0 down ing' Egﬁ:dﬁ
. whose m.;;:-.cur:.- x-:':_ll Il?c I}t:i[lﬂ'.‘li:d by all the people who ﬁgﬁ
o thewr lrecdom, Nadiesda Knmmnn’nupnu K
LY L. " r” I '
dow of Lenin, EoRErtnite
It was only on the eve of that day that the Bolshevik Party
ke Crovernment and the whole Soviet country congratulated this
nost close collaborator of Lenin on her '

seventieth birthday
\ s, tliness carried away from us one who, Hroid

d aw during half a century
o her glonious hife right to the last breath of her cxislenc?

dedieated hersell to the victory of Communism.
he Soviet people have lost their spiritual Mother. From
Jl parts of the world messages of condolence are being received:
sefore her mortal remains lying at rest in the Hall of Columns
of the Palace of Trade l_Jnmns., 500,000 people, with the
ccoanised heroes ol the Soviet Union and representatives of the
svarkers of #ll lands amongst them, came to pay their tribute
anging their Tast and heartfelt homage to the great Bolshevik.

Wreaths and f!{a*-x'urf with touching inscriptions were piling
o around the collin. Krupskaya is gone, but her memory will
e for ever In the great Bolshevik Party which guides millions
_oon millions of men. It will live in the gratitude of these men.
© On Muarch 1 at 12 o'clock at night relatives and friends of
Krupskava conveyed her remains to the crematorium.  After
-he cremation the urn containing her ashes was taken back to
he Hall of Columns, where, from early morning a tide of
numanity was pressing again at the doors. At 4.30 p.m. the
‘uneral procession was formed and the urn taken to the Red
sguare which was, together with the adjacent streets, black with
reine crowds,  The procession was headed by a sea of wreaths
.nd the decorations of the deceased borne on a red cushion. On
e main stand by the side of the mausoleum were the members
of the Soviet Government and the Central Committec of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Then Comrade Shvernik,
Leonova, Sheherbakoy recalled the life of this valiant woman.

Krupskava started her life of a militant quite young and
dedicated herselfl to it continuously. In 1896 she was arrested
or active participation in the organisation of a strike. "?lﬂﬂr
mprisonment and five years' deportation, she went abroad where
e carricd out a most intricate task of establishing contact
aetween Lenin and the illegal wmi;mrﬁ_ in Russia and supplying
Wterature to the organisations in Russia. . .

In 1905 she wﬁ:rncd to Russia with Lenin at the gulhrcﬂi;
of the revolution. She worked hard and during the years 'l?e
epression that followed the failure of this first mw,-ulul_lﬂl'l- s t
ctablished the contact with Russia; she fought vigorously agains
e tendencies hostile to the party. :

As spon as the rcmlulitfnﬂl'}' movement Was ag?mgrl:lclf.lh;
cerade, Lenin and Krupskaya took up domicile mrtic:lﬁ to
“ear 10 the Russian frontier wherefrom she sul?plleddamﬂlmm_‘
e Bolshevik newspaper Pravda, edited by Stalin s
2nd ectahlic : k deputies of the Duma.
<7d estublished contact with the Bolshevik depu f Tzarism,
. On her return to Russia after the nvcﬂhliﬂ"" n]:inil'l! to
Srupskaya was day and night with the people €T Tro oo
“em the revolutionary slogans of Lenin; when t evolntionary
< in hiding escaping the persecution gf the m:»l.ml«.-.r--w::l
Provisional Government, she established e mltlnuk an active
him und the Central Committee of the Party. lﬁsh: of Socialism,
™t in the October revolution and in the bui .E“ a member
*orking without rest in spite of her long mh“;t} of the Soviet
. the Central Committee of the Cnmmu“"‘_s_s_R she put her
-%on and the Supreme Soviet of the U b
“lies of 3 Bolshevik above everything else. youth, this life of

_What a wonderful example to the -
Nadiesda Ky !
upskaya!

Soviet Youth and th 1
of the Bolshevik Pait PTCongress

OVIET youth has nev | pital;
Sln slavery. It only knows from b::d s ot ol = =
pioyment means to the youth. csen utur
assured as f::r as work an?;j cduc-at!“ o oo e i s
any cducational centre it
1L 1s interested. The Socialist societ hel - wch i
its turn :ul-J_n:.i-l,t«;r the Socialist tuciﬂy.y A :?;ut:i: ﬁﬂ"n‘huﬁrm
in 'lhc Soviet Union feels every moment of his or her life that he
15 & valuable collaborator and citizen of x Socialist state

~ This T&;ﬂndcrlu;u}-nuth has grown up with the Socialist
society. €y are both children of 3 :
IS leader, the Bolshevik Party. o o T o A

_ ‘ Soviet youth hzs been educated
by this glorious party, by their leaders. Lenin and S?alin. The

Soviet youth never forgets it. It is the most conscious youth
in the world and it is most grateful 1o the Bolshevik Party which
guided 1t in the struggle for the happy and beautiful life, it i<
lull of gratitude for the well-being acquired for the YOung
generation of the country of Socialism,

. It is not surprising that this glorious youth has welcomed
with enthusiasm the resolution of the Central Committee of the
Cr.:-rnmur;l:.l Party of the Soviet Union (Bolshevik) for the calling
of the Eighteenth Congress of the party.

THE IMPETUOUS SOARING OF PRODUCTIVE AND

CREATIVE FORCES THROUGHOUT THE LAND

The news of this great event spread rapidly throughout the
country. The hearts of hundreds of thousands of the workers
in the USS.R. were filled with abounding joy. An impetuous
soaring of productive and creative forces spread throughout the
land.

The young Communists and the youth of Moscow, the:
Soviet capital, and the great industrial centre of Leningrad were
the first to start Socialist competition for the best preparations
for the Congress.

The delegates to the Fifth Conference of the Leningrad
Young Communist League issued a call to all the voung patniots
of the country challenging them to develop on an even greater
scale the mass Stakhanovite movement, to organise special
"* Eighteenth Congress ” Youth Brigades, to study even better the
Marxist-Leninist theory, to advance with greater boldness the
Soviet science, culture and ;ﬂhtﬁ prepare hundreds of thousands
of presents to the Motherland. )

II}Th«': vouth of the country responded whole-heartedly to this
appeal. The youth brigade of the steel foundry Degriarov
(Dzerjinsky Works, Ukraine) undertook to produce m
of the Congress, 1,120 tons of high quality steel in excess of the-
plan. The brigade of the young foreman, Danilov, of the loco-
motive and waggon repair shop of Kiev, decided 10 hmml;
completely Stakhanovist by the day of the Congress. In
machine and tractor station of Meletovo of the Saratov region.
the * Eighteenth Congress ™ yvouth brigade undertook 10 repaic

ber of tractors scheduled in the plan. In
almost double the num _ - PR 36
the enterprises, in the :ullccmt-‘: 1;‘ahrltw... on the railways,
hundrcdl!_i of -lhnlﬂiil:nfmft?aﬁ cv:Iry ton of steel or coal, every

Soviet YUl avery cubic metre of wood in excess of the

bushel of wheat, every cubic metre ¢ e
lan, every increase in the productivity of labour provides
Rty i s of defence, makes it even.
Socialist Motherland with new mean : g
; he designs and provocations of fascist

more invulnerable to the £ : e o
aghressors. Soviet youth works for itself, it #{.ﬁs mﬂ
happiness in the complee sense of this erm. Boek o 10t
i its shoulders.

m-yhn;tm the fruits of its own labour, because the pro-

h_
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Mark m}ﬁcmqu‘dﬂ Tveresi, undertook in the name of
and - fp_r firing of ire by the date of the Congress, first class
'.""pq.l"ml lfﬁninlpmm ¢S, anti-aircraft gunnery, navigation

L8, Hil
uﬂdcmm 1?;“ ml:i:d commanders of the battleship Marar have
S0, cellent :l'l the military technigue, passing tests as
2 8uard milita LY, 10 increase revolutionary vigilance and
the Sdilors, 'ﬁu:nyn:cmu Zealously, They have challenged all
wﬂkﬁn' and Pea nq-:m and the political workers of the
' sants” Navy to follow their example.

THE |

BO SHVC;ET COURSE OF THE HISTORY OF THE
PARTY 1S THE FAVOURITE BOOK OF

THE YOUTH

sees in the Bolshevik party its leader and
hiﬂ? to }cnhm éhc history of this ?:I;':.'}*.q The

i k Ory Ol the Communist Party of the Soviel
]J.;];;Em:;lhh?"m F‘thﬂhtd un!}' a few months ago, has already
builders u; Sg:_“?,"lﬂ companion of all the foremost young
young Commu 1alism.  Thousands of young Sovict workers,
a ser nist League militants and intellectuals have started

lous study of the revolutionary theory.

pm,dacyh:“dqmm“d perfectly well, writes the Komsomolskaya
4 "hll t without the knowledge of revolutionary theory it is
ugl‘-‘hﬁmh ¢ 10 lead successfully the work entrusted to everyone of
t I}' the party and by the Soviet Government., It is impossible
0 lead successfully the men engaged in production, to educate
:.lm:! mﬂl‘l.u‘:tl[hc youth, without the knowledge of the laws of
ml_}_hc:céluunn.

: hort History of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (Bolshevik) is the favourite book of the Sn?.-‘:ct yvouth. The
book relates to the youth how the Bolshevik party led the
struggle for Socialism, for the cause of youth. Armed by this
precious book the young generation welcomes the Eighteenth
Congress of the Bolshevik party with the full knowledge that

this Congress is a further step on the road towards complete
~Communism.

Young Intelligentsia of the Country of
Highest Culture

N old proverb says—" Knowledge is power.” Conscious of

this truth, man strives continually after knowledge. 1In the
class struggle knowledge is a sharp weapon, and precisely for
this reason the ruling classes have cut ofl the broad masses of
the population from the sources of knowledge. And when men
have nisen from the masses in spite of this and have learned to
master this sharp weapon, they have been forced to remain
silent. Not only books and works of art have been consigned
10 the flames, great men, 100, have been burned at the stake.

Men and women are no longer burned at the stake. Blood-
thirsty fascism loves the axe, for this is bloodier, and better fits
the fascist psychology of * blood and iron.” * We do not need
any learned men—we nced soldiers ™ shricks Hitler's deputy
Rudolf Hess, foaming with rage. Hess is certainly not a
learned man, and perhaps not a soldier either,

The om makers are not satisfied with having reduced
the number of college students in Germany from 137,000 to
61,000 during their despotic reign. A fresh campaign has again
et in against the intelligentsia, for fascism is afraid of people
with knowledge. . b ! '

The pogrom aclions against the intelligentsia in all fascist
countries have caused a section of this intelligentsia to fall into
despair. The invasion of Austria by Hitler's troops was accom-
panied by a wave of suicides among the Austrian m.l‘tlhgents!n.
It is not only the intelligentsia of the * conquered ™ countries
who find no other means of escape than suicide. Many repre-
sentatives of the intelligentsin in Germany, too, have chosen
the same path. ) :

It need not be said that the best representatives of the in-
telligentsia have not chosen the desperate solution of suicide,
But they could not place themselves at the service of fascism,
+d therefore they have chosen exile, or have stayed in their
peree ‘fight against the rule of the barbarians of to-day, the
s of the German people.

Soviet youth wh
&Qcher, naturally desci.r

ﬁm
THE NEW INTELLIGENTSIA

In the midst of this brutalisation, it is a pleasure 10 cast a
glance to the East of Europe, 1o the Soviet Union, and see
the new intelligentsia of this magnificent country. These are
new men and women, rising out of a people who are not bens
beneath the yoke of fascism. These are the creators of a pew
civilisation,

A YOUNG DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL AND
MATHEMATICAL SCIENCE

Before me there stands a young Soviet scientist, 27 years
of uge, doctor of physical and mathematical sciences. A fairly
tall man, lean, energetic. Obviously he does not care to talk
much, but the words he speaks are resolute, full of conviction
and certainty, He is the son of a peasant. Until 1929 he
worked as a wood turner. He had had a secondary school
education and was able to enter the physics and mathematics
faculty of the university of the city of Kasan. * But I longed
for practical activity "—he tells me—" and | left this study fairly
soon and tried to enter the aviation school,”

This dream was, however, shattered by the medical com-
IMIssSION, _

He then continued his studies at the university, but this
time in Moscow. For the second time he abandoned universi
study, this time to take part in the building of the famous
“Turksib " (Turkestan-Siberian R:}ilway'}: In 1932 he returned
to the university and continued his studies. In October, 1938,
he wrole his dissertation and took his degree as professor of
Moscow University.

He speaks enthusiastically of the Soviet State, which has
given him the opportunity of becoming a scientist.

1 am of the opinion that this is the explanation why
people develop so quickly in our country. 1 remember the
students who studied at the same time as myself, and graduated
with me in 1934, Now they have leading positions as engineers.”

And not these alone ! Figures show that the number of
engincers and technicians, totalling only 62,000 in the whole of
Soviet industries in 1925, had increased to 578,000 by 1937.
And all these men and women are from the people.

PROFESSOR AT TWENTY YEARS OF AGE

The whole world knows the famous Soviet violinist Fichten-
holz, a boy 18 vears of age, who with other Soviel musicians
carriecd off the prize at the international violinists' contest in
Brussels in 1937. The Soviet musicians won five of the six
first places,

What is the secret of these successes ?

Many people in the West cannot understand it. But the
matter scems simple enough to Soviet youth, to the victor Misha
Fichtenholz. When explaining, he instanced the failure of the
violinist from fascist Italy: e

“An Italian violinist told us that he had had to sell his over-

coat in order to pay his fare to Brussels. He had to pls ' in
cabarets in the evenings in Brussels in order to live. For
to study and to prepare for the competition under. dis-

advantages, he could not possibly achieve good results, and he
won no prize.” 67 O

t w? Soviet violinists "~—he continued—"* work under. -', S
different conditions. 1, for instance, was ¢d a grant
whilst 1 was still a child, enabling me to kL
was given 500 roubles a month. Eighteen Mi!ll _.
Government granted me a beautiful four roomed flat in MOSO
I have a wonderful violin, onc which might be the Gream Ot
the world’s most famous violinists, Il 18 A& SIFACIVATIUS RIS S8
value is estimated at 40,000 gold roubles. This VIOUD S S
property of the State, and I have been given Lhe use Of '
the other violinists—prize winners at the Brussels conie
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violins of equal value. Thus you sce, we live Unae
conditions.  All we have to do is 10 We 'ﬁ- !
mastery of our art."” Ctoe AN
Thus a master of Soviet music. He is aclever
getic boy, full of plans for the future and Ceria
success. He knows exactly what he'is going toex
“In the autumn of 1938 1 graduate
Music Academy with the highest diploma, &
entered on the golden roll. Now | am stuay
department.  After finishing this 1 shall dofpe o




F*n'-t‘*':“'r al Twenty ! _Cried his listener ;

Yes, but this is something which
fascst Germany, an ltaly,
l.'r_r_"h.i'
«1T SEEMS LIKE A FAIRY TALE

Such brilliant examples as th ;
L helliseataia migli:t s rr:uﬁ?:]iifj the development of the
’ﬂd Tf-.ujh.l'“h‘ I'Th'l!l' h'ﬂ fﬂund in E\f:r}' 1ph.=r¢ ﬂf
1rt ot this wonderful couniry. A new indigenou
£:~ sprune up in the USS.R.. “ b
the working class and the peasantry ™
4! -..Li“l,-}n.”apui::kaﬁ N his theses

P (BY ol the raising of

Ihh*r:,,- working class to the Ii{:l mhc resbut ' iical level
L o e e et ST i Thoms
\Mann e ey ale to Western cyes
which mught even moisten. '

Durng the Third Five-Year Plan (1938/1942)
ol conalars mn the ulgmuntur}' ::pd_ ."nl."l:‘ﬂndﬂl'}l' sch iy
Lnon wilhimerease from 8.6 millions to 124 mil
and workens settiements, and from 20.8 1o 2
purel districts. The number of high schaool
grease 10 030,000, und during the next few vea
wil be devoted 1o turther improvements in the
‘_'dL'.n.--'-:‘”ll' " .

Molotov's voice Is here the voice of the new civilisation
i tells us that the cause of, civilisation s not lost, in s.pitt.:
of the insanc savagery of these bandits, the descendants of those
German “dog knights™ who were destroyed on Lake Chud-
pose in the Middle Ages,  The descendants of these dog Knights
will be detexted. like their forefathers, by the forces of culture,
the forees of civilisation.  The highest civilisation has always

victoriots, and in the future, too, it will be victorious.
«wism will triumph, for with us we have the land of
Soctalism, the Tend ot the new and highest civilisation.

he number
00ls of the Soviet

lions in the towns
7.7 millions in the
students will in-
S great attention
quality of higher

The Land of Young Engineers

'.“w-f RY reid Poy wants 1o be an engineer. But as soon as he

leaves school drab reality takes the place of the boyish
dream, und he 1s thankful if he can find 2ny kind of work what-
ver. Fhus s life in the capitalist world. Very different in the
Ii'."hl_": L

" ‘h.. 1 L s '.:

mion, the only country in the world where the right o0
cusranieed, the right to free choice of work and pro-
And not only 1s free choice of profession guaranteed,
cul the promoton ol Soviet youth to technicians and EnEIneers.
The Third Stulinst Five-Year Plan sets the great task of * raising
the ab und technical level of the working class of the

El"q ';E:_'.

: culty
LSS.R. 1o that of engineers and technicians.” To-day an army
of millions ol young worker enthusiasts is growing. young
enzinzers und technicians, The theses submitted by Molotov lo
the Eighteenth ( ongress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Lrion provide for the development of a widely ramified network
ol «chools =nd courses of instruction for the training and con-
“aued educition of skilled workers, the training of 1.4 million
whnicians wnd 600,000 experts with college cducation. i
And it is youth who become engineers, who acquirc l:c;‘lm.
ilinowledge. By the beginning of the Second FWE-YF%.'I-;I e
fe prorortion of youth in the industries was al:::‘iad} -'t f“;
- wn Millions of young people came from the villages to Ibl
ans. Here they learned to work h1_|tIdII'IE up, 1he 5"-'-;'-'-'131;:.
"dustries, acquired a certain qunliﬁﬂ!lﬂﬂ apd frequaty the
tame masters of socialist work. This is what haPpcncdlll: car
greal Hﬂﬁ;u;:m'frf: ball-bearing works, In the S-O"-*fﬂl_ m?l.l.*ul‘liﬂﬁ
and «eel industries—everywhere. Rank and e h'mldm'?h |
“eveloped into young masters of socialist production. ;d rail-
o the workers employed on building Moscow "ndﬂmngnd and
*2y have vyielded many engineers, experts In undqlr techni
J"elling work. These workers have attended ﬂmm_lwh
s alter their work, have studied at the Wﬂ'k?m know-
i”i have worked perseveringly m_incrca:u thﬂlre:::ﬂﬂ the
G2e. Many of the youths and girls who work

"d railway afterwards went 1o c " ise, in the
¢fe is no great factory, no industrial mm*

Eﬂnﬂ Union . its own
A which does not possess undertakings have
* €ourses of evening instruction. The largest

World Youth Review

cven their own technologic:
pc?plthuud}' in orde
only the youth study and lea

aside. In order 1o penetrate mr-::r.:';: :‘Iﬂﬂitnﬂ}' Il'"hc e o

the workers dttend courses giving them the secondars school
e

level of education, |
: - In Moscow ule = -
schools for aduls. Instruction 1;,_- ne there are 170 secondar

o'clock in the evening, and the sty ents gain T (. chools at s
further technical study,
schools of the Moscow Lenin Dj
27-year-old Viadimir Kulavzey,
an unskilled ironworks worker, now he ;
IS studying 1o become an electrica .
;T:;::.:: : s.tr_}f:r:r. who has come 10 school 10 become = thermal
Cla €N per cent. of the s i :
school in the Lenin District are h:}mifmll: ::!T';c:'lh;:a ﬂ;?djzt'
men who gained their education during the last few \p?-: b
their wives to school so that th ; 1l edocated

3 may bec . E
4s they themselves and their L‘hifi';rtn,' ome as well educated

e road to becoming an engineer or lechnician is not a
road n_i sacrifice and deprivation 10 Soviet vouth, Young .‘El*r.g'r.'
{i’rnrhml. u':rn:r. employed in the Stalin ‘motor car works in
Moscow, has trodden this path. Let us hear what he has 1o
say about it : | have always had a grear striving towards learn-
INg. towirds education and knowledge. The Young Communist
_cague made Ih;u_*.'.rnir:g N me stronger than ever. Since 1 have
been a member of the Y.C.L. 1 have been learning, study ing. «nd
developing myself more and more.  First | took part in a

For two years 1 learned to Wwork on

general educational circle.

the turning lathe. and afterwards 1 went 10 an evening technical

school. I made a careful study of the universal luthe, and OCe -
thematics, geography and literature.

W years ago he was
_ an electric fitter. and
| engincer. And here is Alexei

pied myself much with ma
After finishing the evening technical school | 100k another one
years technical course of instruction, learnad technica!l drawing
and other special work. | am now taking part in instruction for
masiers of socialist work, and am preparing to enter the In-
dustrial Aczdemy, where leaders. engineers and direciors are
tratned for the large industrial undertakings. 1 have achieved
all this "—added young Kruchin—" without having 1o give up
Or interrupt my work in the factory, and without having to pav
4 penny for it.” And this is not the story of one individual only,
of an especially gified vouth. No. this is the path trod by
millions of workers in the Soviet Union to-day,

Let us hear the report of the 17-vear-old turner, N. F.
Kuryanov, from the * Kubyshev gasification plant, of how he
worked up to the position of a technically highliyv skilled worker.
Though he is only 17 he is known in his factory as & master of
his trade.

“1 will tell you how 1 learned to work so well. I came
from 2a coilective furm to the factory apprentices’ school. 1 did
not know what a lathe was. But as soon as | entered the faclory
school 1 set myself to master the technique taught me.

“ In the factory school 1 was always awarded * distinction ™
for my work., 1 was & shock worker the whole time, and won
some prizes. I finished school as worker of the fourth wage
class, and then entered the works. | was given a complicated
German lathe. 1 passed the * Technical Mimimum ™ examination
with “ distinction.” After 1 had passed this examination, 1 was
given the opportunity to familianse myself with the plunger of
the Diesel pump, now being manufactured for the first time in
the Soviet Union . . . Since I work well, T was given 2n appren-
tice who is older znd much bigger than I am. Tam 17 years old
and he is 18. 1 have commenced to show him the methods of
work we have to use, 1 explain evervthing to him, show him the
drawings. We have organised our work place well. and do not
need to rush about looking for things, everything is in I’IE -
He asks me when he does not understand anything, and if I say -
“ Don't do that,” he replies: “ Well, show mtpow it is done.
lamduingm}'hullfwhmmehmﬁln my experience,

1 am young. _ .
a“hﬂ‘;!gehm are hundreds and thousands n&ummaﬂ like
this growiag ¥p ' T ui;.t and ;'nmul choice of
D e fachat All this is entirely unknown to
sion, as in the fascist coun By _
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attained a high technical level in the Soviet Usion.
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rica there are 104 million hectares
= k ectares of
80 per cent. of the Sovi ycsractors, In the US.S.R. 131.2 million.
. : “:;IEI tractor drivers are young people. One
Her brigad m?un_lmclur driver in the country, Pasha
¢ cullivates 1,200 hectares with every lrac-

look like? 1t cunsi:twmld Fecord. And what docs her brigade

s of nine girls between 16 and 22 yvears of
lh::} l:‘lct-‘-r: girls get their results by
ori . enlircly mustaken.  Angclina has
(thmbic{::l?; :‘I:E'E%*:i’d“r_ “’?rk. and sent in a report to Stalin
an interest in the work would the greatest man in the state take
“ Comrades. how dﬂp:crml_lqc of workers 17-18 years old?);
anvthi . AIOW S0 we utilise the tractors? [ have not said
hnfv “:E ?bﬂﬂl it th::lrc. but I must, as the others should know
the mnm?““; ﬂﬁcdﬂ}'lﬁ “:ﬂrk. We begin the shift at 6 o'clock in
tractor, and the IE"' '-'*_'h“ 0 have had a night’s rest take over the
S in'tiu: an; girls w “? have been working overnight sleep till
fore two ﬂ'flm:].;“ﬂnn' they do not awaken by themselves be-
b, » no-one has the right to wake them. This is our
rest time.
. In the education of the young workers in the Soviet Union,
in their training nto a generation of technicians and engineers,
a great role is played by the Leninist Young Communist League.
It urges youth to study, to the gaining of technical knowledge.
From its ranks there have come many men and women prominent
in work and science.

During the two Stalinist Five-Year Pluns the Y.C.L. alone
gave the Sovict country 118,000 engincers and technicians, 69,000
highly skilled agricultural workers, 19.000 teachers, 8,000 physi-
cians, and tens of thousands of skilled workers. Within the space
:;fuﬁkvc years, 1,380,000 apprentices have been trained into skilled

rKECrs.

Out of 705,200 students at the technical schools, 70.5 per
cent. were under 18, and 24.4 per cent. between 18 and 22,

It nced not be said that study not only costs nothing, but
the students receive adequate grants from the state.

“The Third Stalinist Five-Year Plan, beginning in 1938 and
ending in 1942 (in the Soviet Union the Five-Year Pluns are
always carried out before time, in four years), will make fresh
hundreds of thousands and millions of workers into engincers
and technicians.

Millions of voung workers will not only become engineers
and technicians, but will live as such lives of prosperity and
happiness, for the young Soviet engineer knows nothing of the
tragedy of the young engineer in the capitalist countries. After
he has completed his studies, he does not become a newspaper
vendor or a bootblack; he is given every opportunity to develop
his creative powers, and takes a place of honour in socialist
production.

The Role of the Leninist Young
Communist League

The following is an extract from the speech of Comrade
SacHArOV, of the Central Committee of the Young Com-
munist League of the Soviet Union, delivered at the 18th
Congress of the C.PS.UAB.) ar the morning session of
March 12.—Eb.

In the period between the 17th and 18th Congresses, of
our Bolshevist Party, the Y.C.L. has become much stronger and
has increased its ranks. The Y.C.L., which at the 17th Party
Congress numbered about 4,500,000 members, has increased by
the 18th Party Congress to an 8,000,000 army. Two and a half
million of these are young women Y.C.Lers,

There are 200,000 tractorists and mowing thresher drivers
in (he Y.C.L., about 25,000 teachers, and many thousands of

_ lllf-'rallﬂdn'; and seamen of our glorious Red Army and Navy,
PPIAUSE.

the 17th Party Congress we could record 154,414

visions with about 7,000,000 Young Pioneers, at this

Congress we register 350402 pioncer divisions with
00 Young Pioneers.

ice the moment of the rcopening of new admissions to the

20,000 Y.C.Lers. have been admitted as members and

e

oithe ‘parly. The Y.CL. is the reserve and the

S —

auxiliary of our Bolshevist Party, the ideological political school
for the education of youth in the spirit of Communism.

During the two first Stalinist Five-Year Plans, the role
played by youth in all branches of national economy has greatly

increased. Hundreds of thousands of valuable men and women
have grown from their ranks.

1 give a few facts: The Moscow Automobile Works,
bearing the name of Comrade Stalin, employ 43,000 persons,
including 20,000 young people. The Y.C.L. organisation of this
undertaking numbers over 5,000 members. In 1934 there were
800 young people among the engineers, technicians, and
foremen of these works, by 1938 their number had increased to
2342. In this enterprise alone there are as many young
engineers working to-day as the whole of Moscow could muster
al onc tme,

In 1865 the Petrovsk (now Timiryasev) agricultural
academy was founded. In 1917 the academy celebrated its
52nd anniversary. In these 52 years, 2,705 persons graduated
from the academy. In the First Five-Year period alone almost
cxactly as many students graduated from this academy as in
the 52 years of its existence before the October revolution.
The composition of the students too has changed radically.
To-day the students at the academy are: 636 workers, 826
collective peasants, 76 children of specialists, 635 employees.
Thus a new Soviet intelligentsia 1s growing up.

Many heroes and heroines of socialist work have risen
from the ranks of youth. Names known all over the country
are those of Stakhanov, Demchenko, Krivonos, Borin, Pasha
Angelina, and many others, who take foremost places in
increasing the labour productivity of our country. Over 20,000
young people have been awarded orders and medals of the Soviet
Union.

At the clections to the Supreme Soviet, the people
chose as deputies many voung patriots of our country. Two
hundred and cighty-four voung deputics were clected to the
Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., 1,009 deputics to the Supreme
Sovicls of the Federal Republics, and 692 deputies to the
Supreme Soviets of the Autonomous Republics.

Our youth record great successes in art, literature, science,
and technique. 1 take one instance at random: Of the 35
world records in aviation attained by Soviet aviators, 29 fall
to Y.C.Lers. and voung pcople. Of 33 international women's
records, 11 have been gained by Soviet young women Y.C.Lers.
Polina Ossipenko holds six world records. Four records have
been set up by the Y.C.Ler. Katerina Mednimkva, and the
Y.C.Lers. Kartashov and Rastorguyev have each guined three
records as gliding fliers. For the sake of comparison, it may be
mentioned that Japan holds only four world records in aviation,
whilst our Polina Ossipenko alone holds six. (A pplause.)

The Soviet people, the Bolshevist Party, our fathers
and mothers, may be proud of the fact that over 5,000 of our
voung Red Army soldiers have been awarded orders and medals

by the Government for their courage during the fighting at
Lake Hassan.

The successes gained by the Y.C.L. would be even greater,
had not the contemptible, traitorous, fascist adhercnts of
Kossarev carried on their machinations within it for a consider-
able time, and cven wormed their way by fraud into its leader-
ship. This handful of criminals, politically and morall te
by the fascist espionage service, carried on a despicable and
treacherous undermining activity in the Leninist-Stalinist Y.C.L.
The Central Committee of the Bolshevist Party and Comrade
Stalin helped the Y.C.L. to shatter this band. The C.C. of the
party has given, and continues 1o give, tremendous help to the
Y.C.L. in the consolidation of its organisations, and in
correcting the existing shortcomings, errors, and Omission

The Lenin-Stalinist Y.C.L. stands unitedly as
around the party of the Bolsheviks, round their St:
Committee. Great and firm as never before is the re
of the Y.C.L. and of the whole of Soviet youth, to give:
powers, all their knowledge and talent and if needs be e\
lives—for the welfare of their Socialist homeland, fc
of the party of Lenin and Stalin, for our
applause.) ' :




Eefurc the 10th Congres
Y.C.L. of France e e

By Victor Michaut

THE Tenth Congress of the Young Communists of F
which Is 10 assemble at Il'i}'-fﬂ-Mnulincaux at Eas oy
is of great significance for the youth movement of I;I":r' Sy
A !Imuuu]d df:]t:'.gﬂh".'ﬁ will represent the grou -;m::ﬁe-d'
tricts ol the Federation. The provincial delegates I-:;'lr-i!:ll be i
commodated for the Most part under the auspices of Pari i
q,gimnmﬁun:. I'_l“r;ln'u{llng cxpenses will be met, thanks -lulﬁ:ll::
Jess ellorts » ¥ y . : s
::;:: ‘En Ei:d:‘:?ﬂi::'f- oung Communists, who are collecting the
This L“?nggcﬂﬁ will inpcn on April 17, with a
evening. at the .‘purti Pa dce, “'hf.“n: th ‘ f
C{‘:11f11'!"i"‘i I::'i‘tl'[}'. J‘f-l"h"f{'f T.’Iﬂr{':, W!E"(iggialﬁr;ﬁ:gr?r{]mt
is being provided lh!i’ youth organisations, the Labour Spnr;ﬂ :m:'l:
Athlctics Federation. The Union of Young Girls of France
and the ‘i’::nung Communists, wiE give choral singing and a series
ol pagcant s¢enes, portravin 3 i IV r
lh,;FRum!utiun = ]I;ﬂgg_ ying the glorious 150th anniversary of

I'he agenda of the 10th Congress has been drawn up as
follows:

I. The younger generation's mission for the future of

France and for peace. Unity of action among young
workers.
. Programme of action for education, apprenticeship, the
right to work and the welfare of the youth,
3. The statutes of the Federation.
4. Election of the national committee.

It would be useless 1o deny that the tasks confronting the
Young Communists are enormous at such a time as this. The
second imperialist war has begun already, since * we are faced
with a new division of the world and of zones of influence at
the expense of the non-aggressor States, without any attempt at
resistance on their part, and even with a certain complacency.”
(Stalin.)

It 1s clear, after the events in Spain, that France is already
encircled by the axis powers and is directly menaced by fascism.
The big capitalists and French reaction as a whole. together
with the present Government—acting in the spirit of the pro-
Munich policy—are deliberately betraying the nation and sacri-
ficing the future of our youth.

We have already seen, from several demonstrations in the
Latin quarter and on the boulevards and in the suburbs of Paris,
that young France—both students und workers—is not inclined
o bow to the Diktat. The National Aid Spain day, organised
on February § by the Young Communists, had an unparalleled
success: more than a million francs and hundreds of thousands
of francs worth of goods were collecied on a single Sunday.

All thut reveals the feeling of many young Frenchmen and
women, passionately devoted to the independence of their
country, to Republican liberty and to peace. But the gravity
of the situation and the rapid succession of evenis forces us to
do far more still.

. In defining the immediate task of our generation, the 10th
Congress will call on Young Communists to give a bold lead to
the youth movement in defence of France. _

On the eve of the 150th anniversary of the great Revolution,
we will sound the rallying note for all those who are menaced
by fascism and we will proclaim the imperative necessity of our
age: rhe unity of French youth. _ _

* To achieve this, first of all we must reinforce unity of action
among young workers, improving the relations between the
Young Socialists and Communists. In celebrating, on March 22,
the 4th anniversary of the Unity Pact which binds together the
Socialist and Communist Youth of France in the common
struggle, we affirm our unshakeable loyalty to the sacred cause
of unity., 0 . :
~ Can it be forgotten that it was unity of action which barred
¢ way to the enemies of the Republic in February, 19347 That

unity of the Popular Front, with its enforcement of the
ial laws of 1936, has made it possible for working-class youth

great social
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I romn fh.(! Tw'ﬂ HGInlspheres to look forward .
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lil_nc 4s the National Confer
will be Opportunity for chin

1o an understanding for the dcl’c:c:ﬂhr

The Congress at Issy-les-Moulins

- - P -]I u=¢ -
of action which will 4 : wi F"}"d. . 4 programme
deal with the ﬂl’ganiubc:inn Lﬁrl Charter of Youth Rights. It will

. Vil g apprenticeship, the struggle against
young workers uncmployment, educational rcfnriﬂ:ngm?;c

development of the sccular school, the defence of soldiers, the
development of the country’s sports possibilities, ete.

This programme of demands, drawn up to meet the im-
:‘!ﬁdlfﬂn necessities of production and national defence, will r:ru-
;_-]I;:;;-Ig::}?lmm basis for the assembhing of all strata of work ing-

* This Congress of young France will also express
found internationalism which Inspires us,

We shall re-affirm our fraternal solidarity with the heroic
youth of Spain and China. the youth of {jErmun}' and ltaly
suflering under the heel of fascism, with the great democratic
countries, to our brothers in the colonial countries and the mag-
mﬁcctnt youth of the Soviet Union, growing up in their Socialist
country,

Finally, we shall define the

the pro-

y most suilable forms of organisa-
lion and methods of work for assuring a bold devciopment of
the Young Communist movement.

The conditions under which it will be held, as well as the
large scope of the agenda, will make the 10th Congress a decisive
stage in the forward march of the Young Communist Leacue
of France. -

The National Movement among
French Students

By Yves Moreau

VWV E have about 80,000 students in France, of whom slightly

more than 32,000 are on the books of the Universitv of
Paris., These figures are sufficient to show that the * student
rolk ™ can count in the social life of a country like ours, above
all if we consider the fact that the intellectuals. in the most
important periods of our history, have plaved a leading role,
and particularly in the preparation of the Revolution of 1789,
as hus often been pointed out.

Since the Dreyfus affair, during which the French students
revealed their solicitude for justice and progress, the majority
of them remained indifferent to the political and social events
which affected the world. This year, we are witnessing a true
social and national awakening among the French student body.

Really one cannot say that the national conscience of the
young intellectuals of France has ever been completely dormant.
Quite on the contrary, their patriotic feeling has remained at
a high level. But from the end of the world war to the present
day this feecling has been exploited too easily by astute
politicians, who knew how to use them for their own ends and
to direct them to party ends which had nothing in common with
the clearly defined interests of the French nation. By using
ultra-nationalist phrases, these people, whose liaison with inter-
national reaction is only too obvious to-day, hope to win to
their side a section of the university youth, or, at least, to lull
them into a sleep by which the reactionaries would profit by
being able to make their moves undisturbed.

Reality is unmasking their intrigues. Twenty years after

the victory of the Allics and only five years after the Third
Reich began its vas! rearmament scheme, we are witnessing
tragic encirclement of France, the most clearly
at our colonies, whose integrity is menaced
installation of Italian and German troops in
in Spanish Morocco, in the Canaries, In

£

in Africa .
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,-'_Imm agg Y E:m";ndgmd problematic in the Far East by
auc!: as Hainan, A ilﬂt! China and certain Chinese islands,

same time, Berlin and Rome procluim

L= . .
French = 0% and cven Corsica, Nice and Savoy, While ant-

- » particularly in Alsace-Lorraine.

Was impossi
o1 all this. l!,lr: W ible for French students not to take account
t ties or as cqually impossible for them not to sce that
were mmplﬂﬂ?m::'ﬂ"ﬂ_ﬂh some of which they belonged to.
Y abandoning even their nationalist phrascology

adopt the mask f ' : o .
the de . SK of anti-Communism: (" What does
mﬂﬁ;n‘:{.f;“;: _E‘ﬂ“ﬂ- .fr that brings about a defeat of
ciism (™ ter ab: ing Crzec mkia,

tet us cede Corsica, to avoid wnrt‘l:l L ] L cLcehiotk sk

Shortly after Munich,

- the general attitude in France. and
f;:::;?l::lg among students, was a feeling of distress and
peace.” .].113."[";'3 believed so credulously in the farce of * saving
ot f IS feeling is expressed by Henri de Montherlant, who

) “.E Right-extremist weekly, Candide, the following
passage (which was, be it noted. not published):

* Great spoonsful of sentimental muck are emptied out
of the pens of hired journalists. Upon the still breathing
corpse of a betrayed nation, upon the still breathing corpses
of their honour, dignity and secunity, millions of men and
women dance the frantic dance of peace.”

Then came Hitler's Reichstag speech, declaring that he
would appropriate colonies. if necessary by force, and the Italian
demands, revealing absolutely unheard-of and intolerable claims.

The Latin Quarter began to become alarmed. On
chm_bcr 8 came the first demonstration, organised by students
bdunglqg to the most varied political circles, which kept their
anonymuty and were content to circulate humorous leaflets
demanding the * return of Venice to France.” Another example
of the way in which, at the most tragic moments of its history,
France ncver loses its characteristic tradition.

The demonstration of December 8 owed part of its success
to the fact that 1t was lent something in the character of a
studenis’ joke. But the movement was not to confine itself
o a jovous farce., turning Mussolini’s bombast to ridicule.
Beside the posters demanding ™ Venice for France,” * Italy for
the Negus,” &c., there were placards with * Corsica will remain
French,” and as many as six to cight thousand students shouted
* Caporetto! Caporetto! ™ or * Hang Benito.” This demonstra-
tion, in face of the common danger. was the beginning of n
real unity of the student population of France. For the first
time. Right-extremist students were seen marching together with
those of the Popular Fronl.

The movement spread to the provinces, where similar
demonstrations took place, in December in all the university
towns. Sometimes they even clashed fairly severcly with the
police, who, in spite of numerous arrests, were unable to prevent
them.

Nevertheless the tone of the Italian claims did not change:
the gangsters knew only too well how their shameless blufl was
helping M. Bonnet to follow his miserable policy of betraying
France's interests. An Italian newspaper, Le Tevere, went so
far as to publish, at the orders of Chigi Palace, an impudent
article, a tissue of provocation and abusc, entitled " We spit
on France.” The next day, Parisians obscrved that the under-
ground station ' Rome" had been rebaptised overnight and
was now called ** Caporetto.” . Suspicion fell upon medical
students at a hospital nearby. The chiel cditor of a Paris
evening paper wrole, in connection with this incident, that
French students were making up for the deficiencies of French
diplomacy. . o
. Among the various student demonstrations which took place
~ recently, one of the most important was that of January 26,
o front of the Italian Embassy, where, as a police record states,
" a bundred or so students, grouped around the French colours,

I , the Marseillaise and shouted, for instance: “ France
French! Spain for the Spaniards! Italian hands off
¥n with the blockade of the Spanish Republic! ™
appear to be immense possibilitics for the develop-

) ient among French students, already

T the idea of national defence,

i

_.--
o

— o cmoa

Zing from France Jibuti, Togoland, Tunisia.
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First of all, the movement is already becomi -
Around it new organisations are growingyup, cachn:m?m
own appeal: the Union of Students of the French Empire
whose Constitution was published, not without some uncasiness.
in the last number of the Bewegung, central organ of the Union
of National-Socialist Students of Germany; the university section
of the French Energy, which has already organised a conference
for representatives of all student organisations; the Universs
Action for Liberty, whose campaigns, supported by the majorit
of university teachers, have had considerable success, in Paris
and in the provinces.

On the other hand, on all sides there is 10 be found, among
all the tendencies of young French intelligentsia, a real upsurge
of national spirit, breaking down barriers and gradually
removing the obstacles to unity.

Thus the corporative movement which, until recently, was
exploited by the fascist leagues, or which at any rate held itself
aloof from all social questions, is in its turn awakening and
beginning to take part in the organisation of the defence of
France: the Paris Students” Fellowship contributed, officially,
to the success of the * Venice for France ™ demonstration: the
General  Association  of  Students of Clermont-Ferrand
addresses a vigorous protest to the [talian Consulate, The
students of the Ecole Normale Superieur in Paris, the Ecole
Normale Supericure for Girls at Sevres, and the Rouen Ecole
Normale, among others, have sent to ministers, deputies and
public authorities resolutions, telegrams and delegations which
express the anxiety of French students.

The most active are the Popular Front students. Communist
students published several leaflets and brought out two posters,
calling upon their fellow students. In the Latin quarter they
organised a demonstration to demand the re-establishment of
international law on behalf of the Spanish Government. A
joint delegation of Radical, Socialist and Communist students
was reccived by the various Parliamentary groups of the
Chamber of Deputies. Leaflets signed jointly by the socialist
students and the communist students were distributed. One
of them was signed also by the University Labour Federation
of Greal Britain,

Finally, the exodus of the Catalan population gives the
students of France a foretaste of the tragic scene our country
would offer the world to-morrow, if we do not succeed in
raising a barrier fast enough against aggression. Student unity
has been achieved also on behalf of the Spanish refugees, under
the leadership of the Student Christian movement, the Federation
of French Catholic Students, the Women's Student Christian
movement, and the Union of Students for the Aid of Spanish
Children, associations which number about 30,000 members,
and which organise joint collections and have obtained from
the university authorities permission for the students to deposit
their contributions with the secretaries of faculties. Thus the
Spanish war takes a central place in the activities of our student
movement, which is aware that on this depends the destmy
of France. o>

We hope that this awakening of the national conscience of
French students may help the free people of all countnes: to
preserve democracy against the forces of obscurantism and
slavery. - alr
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YOUNG SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL SEND MESSAGE
OF SUPPORT TO SPANISH REPUBLICAN RESISTERS

Paris, March 11. . ..

A message of solidarity and support to the Spar 1, Repab-
lican youth resisting, was yesterday unanimously dispalChed DY
the Executive of the Young Socialist Internatior '
Oslo, The Exccutive sent a message of solidarity,to it

Sccretary of the United Socialist.: o%]: Moyement, Santiago,

Carillo, followi B_ Iﬁ\lﬂm, oech by :i'r H**;Th::i;:_u’l :

Alfredo Cabello during the mg?u ‘E‘“ o cobr

o the Youth of the International Sociaist Moyemenh 0 SEC

their action of solidarity for Republican Spain and. G¥SISES:
ible indication. of its support,for those, MrsETa SHa

or, their liberty.

freedom. . i L1 .5_..1:.-.:' l
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[ nity is Possible
Arne Gausjo (Oslo)
(P HE scrious situation which has arisen in Spa: ‘
I ymperative fhil‘nh'ﬂ'\'cr I"}.F[nn: +fﬂr the (:EJ-‘:]T'.“'::;::E. It more
nirics to achieve unity with (he Socialist s of
Leymaon struggle Against the fascist war, polic Youth in the

. [ he Young ‘\H;-ulfl'.‘ll' fﬂ!rr.rm"'ﬂ"ﬂ: “’hich ?l;gld . .

$ Durecau

e 1n sl on March 2 again failed o take the neces
sary

'Ll.-" for the llﬂi'i“g ﬂf :I“ '“'I'E fﬂrtﬂ e -
l : u L -
s question before th _f anti-fascigg

f the Young F'EUL‘HI“‘EI Internati Lille in July

|1 s necesan) ‘h:r' ‘the Communist yng Socialist youth ﬂ‘fua!il-

cOnNIrics vy 2rea :I “l'li'l “'I
cdea of unity will permeate To ﬁ >0 that
. necessary that the greatesg cfforts be made Aot
e w comradely co-operation in

T A: the same time the Co-ordination Co

O ardsiervian Naw l.n'i'r‘ f]'rfnn{'ﬂﬂ'ﬁ }'”H’fl

(15 I he C ommunmist Youth Grgnnimliuns of Sweden Norway

J Denmuark. presented o letter to the meeting pmpc;ging that
e Norway conduct, through joint action, g uniﬁ:d
sunter-offénsive against the fascist and reactionary forces {hat
e threatenmmg their freedom and their future. This prﬁpnsal
« bused on the ever-increasing pressure which Hitler-Germany
wevercisimg on the Scandinavian Governments to force them to
capitulation and submission, :

The Scandmavian (_'n-urdm:ltinn Committce unl’ortunatcl}'
ercied this proposal with the old * argument ™ that organisa-
vonal unity must first be realised: that joint action would only
lead tO .,_‘1_1I‘I[ir'llll..*l| dl‘-h'-l:nhtl:“m. _

I'he rejection of unity in  this
deation that the social democratic leaders feel no sort of
coponsibility for the interests of the youth. We are of the

that this attitude is not in accordance with the wishes

of tharr memberskip. As a matter of fact at their Congress in
Mav, 19370 the  socialist  vouth of Norway (Arbeidernes
| of the resolution to affiliate

L=

T i
i L

mmiltee of the
Organisations mel in

cottth ol

Serious situation i< an

L nzdomstvining) on the subject _
«th the Young Socialist International decided unanimously

“Arbeidernes Ungdomsfylking, within the International,
sl st all umes support such measures as would rgake
possible joint international action and the rallying of the
.outh forces.” _ 4
This was endorsed at the meeting of the National Ex:cum_.c

-t the Arbeidernes Ungdomsfylking on February 5-6, 1938, in
¢ tollowing resolution: ‘

" The National Executive, after a discussion of the
international joint work, wish to recommend to the Central
Executive that they work through the Young Socialist
International for an international conference of all working
class vouth.”

These resolutions clearly show the opinions Whjf.:h p]i'c“l;ll
‘monz the members, It appears that the mem R l":
\rbeidernes Ungdomsfylking see no contradiction bch;;un 5:‘
“ion and organisational unity any more than do t ct}?n an
“mmunists, On the contrary: the comradely J:o-npﬂﬂ“l:: old
sciahisl and Communist youth would hkelp to root out mutual
welings of distrust and dissension. It would 'i'_fcr‘:;fa:livity.
sect and i ospinit of solidarity. It would call nld ve both
“th 2nd enthusiasm among young workers. It ﬁul tgn attract
“rganisations greater effectiveness and greater a “l: conditions
% members., Thus co-operative '!ﬂ‘l:ll'_k mld. cres was
'avourable for the growth of ﬂl'lﬂm_““u“ﬂ- b H[h of Spain.
"y the brilliant example of the united socialist you

: . t of
- %ould also facilitate the formation of a wide fron

--”T'f-:l.ii:j“ }'Dulh. of llp
We find, therefore, that the reason for nﬁm The

"ﬁndrnatian Co-ordination Commilttee is

$ : heir efforts to bring
24ng Communists will actively continue | ' .
tbout ynjpy of the youth. '

That this joint “work is possible and A otth in relicl
:;tf'“"“ by the part played by lhtw T 0¥ 1

rnr: the heroic Spanish ghog'h'-m'wmﬁwxw_
he woT¢ IS no other cause ; ‘g 'great; common
‘h": Norwegian people and united them in &

ﬂ.alrd;}my movement,
Spanish reljef CoOmmitlees, Up to March I

total sum collected for Spai ceded
kronen (or about LH‘!.{IIIF[I;:E“ £

of the aduly Population).
shipments of Roods.

The Norwegian

In Norway we have at least 200 local

of this year, the
) -7 million Norwegman
IS, approximately 1¢ per person
Added 10 this there are large

out their relief work jointly the

Erealest results were achieved. Special yYouth Sparnish relief

caommiliees, Organs of this joint rebef action, now cxist in eight
of the largest cities of the country, This unity. which has
replaced the unorganised individual activity, has enormously
increased relief work.

The Youth Relief Committee in Oslo
the Arbeidernes Ungdumsf}'lking.
Sport, the Young Communis
League, the Students’
organisations of the
afiliated to it. The
of the collections,

SErves as an example
the Workers' Friends of
t League, the Youth Anti-Alcoholic
League, the socialis students and the
progressive middle class vouth are all
Boy Scouts have also participated in certain
] and the Bishop of Oslo and 2 number of
priests have signed the appeals which the youth organisations
hiave presented.

From August, 1938, to March, . the Youth Relief
Committee in Oslo has achieved the following resulis: 17,000
Norwegian kronen in cash. 10 tons of clothing, und about 30,000}
cases of milk.

Similar examples could be ciled from the Youth Relief
Committees in the other cities of the country, and also from
the villages where the youth organisations work within the local
Spain committees.

Does this not refute the assertion of the Young Socialist
International leaders, that joint action would only lead to
continued dissension? Do not these pracucal examples show
that unity is possible? The cxperiences of Norway have thus
shown that unity has greatly furthered youth relief work. And
would not unity in the struggle against the fascist threat and
poisonous fascist propaganda increase z hundredfold the
cifectiveness and activity of the yYouth? Of course, and there-
fore (in spite of the refusal of the socialist youth leaders) the
young Communists of Norway and the other Scandinavian
countries will continue their tenacious struggle for unity, thus
acting in accord with the most vital interests of vouth and the
grave needs of the hour.

The Clerical Union in Great Britain
By S. E. S.

15 a fault of the unions catering for clencal workers in all
ITcnlnsuntricﬁ that they have hitherto only attracted to their ranks
the politically dﬂ'Flupcd clerks, :n:d ha\:“g:::r;;dhlmk support

masses of ordinary men and wo .
Ilmml:JWEng.l:md the National Union of Clerks, because of the
progressive feelings of its members was the first union to see the
need for the development of the youth, for giving young people
the opportunity for self-development, for developing uu-_:mu;tt::
of the youth, and thus to harness the unbounded energics ; the
young people in the struggle to draw clenical workers in
umo%m was why, ncarly five years ago, the N.U.C. set up the
London Youth Advisory Council, which had as its :m:: .-

1. To consider and advise on all matters relating con-

Union, and
i oyment of the young members of the :
:’;“?un:;;?lpth?c conditions of employment of young clerical

“rkfl"ihe recruitment of all unorganised clerical workers, par-

ticularly the youth;
The

the conditions of labour of the
t h}h:%mmﬂn;ﬂ:w_mh
‘“' '.ur h-ﬂ”mt Britain ™ and to the infor-




=

mation gathered by
Regulation Bill i:} the N.U.C. for the promotion of the Offices

1937, 1o show o
work of the you » 10 show the gencral bad conditions of
low smndard}n[ E;Eks in London, and especially to show the

“But the inform
during the past few

m,":f“ obtained has been to a large extent
youth and has been l‘l;f:dﬂ a ;grc;ll;nmuhn 1o recruiting by the
N NSV EAT UoUns o orber Las Weiion 10 fmprove con.
Trades Union {_1‘:"'1““5! ﬂltml}qri of the Council have gained
JAVe been! Verv :‘ISfﬁfj recrinting awards, and some members
AG>the Brovicl ti-LI“E III'I ]nnmung recruiting drives in London
el Ln‘r:h? n::mm, the two large stafl branches of the
AtV ol ndon area were formed as a direct result of the
ivity of the Youth Council members.

L T -

Hﬂﬂl:?“'i?.b_;(n‘&(‘mmf:l l‘.I:H also been very active with its sporfs
v = h i ‘I‘lt"l“ has a fine sports movement, largely

pport ¥ the youth, and managed by a committee composed
mainly of voung people. 1
< h.l:hF Annual report of the Council shows that the activities
of the youth in the N.U.C. cover a very wide radius—apart from
t]_‘u-: huird work done by the members to form Youth Advisory
Louncils in the other important unions in London, and to develop
the activity in the important provincial towns, such as Mau-
chester, Liverpool, Bristol and Leeds.

) Aparl from this recruiting activity, and the general stimulus
0 recruiting and propq.lgundu which the existence of the Youth
Council gives to the N.U.C,, the Council has done magnificent
work in other fields.

Onc member went to Spain with the British Youth Peace
Assembly delegation (representing the Trade Union youth) and
the Council has helped to collect money from the branches and
from other orgamisations for the vouth foodships.

The Council has organised several week-end schools for
the union members, zll of which have been very successful. Mem-
bers have arranged group visits to theatres and him shows, week-
end camps, socials, and have played a great part in the work of
making the actual branch mectings of the union attractive to
the young members by introducing speakers on lively topics,
arranging branch social life, etc,

Exceedingly good publicity work has been done by the
Council, memoers of which helped to produce the first pamphlet
published by the union since 1920,

When the Munich crisis was developing in September the
Youth Council was the first body in the union actively to take up
the demands of clerks for immediate measures of protection from
Air Raids and to force employers and the government to provide
adequate precautions in the large commercial oflices of London.
It was able to use this campaign {0 recruit new members on the
basis of a sirong union being the only guarantce that something
would be done. A list of thirteen points indicating activity which
could be undertaken immediately by the union branches was
drawn up, and circulated before the stink of Munich had been
brought back to London on Chamberlain’s umbrella.

In an endeavour also to further activise cach and everyone
of our 1,500 young members in London, members of the council
are visiting each of our branches and trying to form Youth
Groups in each of them, so that all aspects of the life of the
youth in the branches can be catered for, and the youth activised
on the essential task of enrolling clerks into their trade union.

The activities of the Youth Council also extend to the Inter-
national field, and the Council now has contact with the youth
in the clerical unions of several European countrics.

It was as a direct result of the establishment of these con-
tacts with the youth abroad that the Youth Council decided 1o

oach the International Federation of Trade Unions and
fuppr de them, through our General Secretary, Mr, H. Elvin,

10 hold an International Y outh Camp for the Trade Union Youth
-during the summer of 1939, so that the youth in

the unions can

i blems of the

get together to discuss the international proble ¢
f demands of the outh in this and
e £ feil sﬂrnw": in the Youth Cglrﬂ'-'l‘ and other

her countries as
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whom we are associated, must be the Youth Charter cam
paign launched by the T.U.C. and its 13-point Ch::n;h;ur the
Youth, the campaigns of the British Youth Peace Assembly f
their Charter, the Youth Hearing with its opportunities 1o .hg:.
to the people the bad conditions in which the young clerks work
the Youth Pilgrimage with its demands for the Charter pr 1
by a strongly united youth movement, the National Parliamens
of the Youth, which brings to the fore the possibilitics of gaini
certain Charter points by parliamentary action—these things
must command the attenion of the youth in the N.U.C. youth
bodics. Therefore the Youth Council in the union has given s
support to these activities, and has striven to rouse the youth
membership of the union 1o mass activity behind the campaign,
linking the work up with the essential task of recruiting more and
more young clerks to the N.U.C,, realising that it is the support
of the masses of industrial youth which will ensure victory.

It is for this reason that particularly in the N.U.C. must we
build a strong Youth Council; for the conditions of work of the
great mass of young clerks are appalling, but they can be rectified
if we organise the youth already 1in the N.U.C, nto activity with
the council, and thus encourage the unorganised clerks to join
with us in the fight for better wages and improved conditions.

The young clerk is to-day sull unorganmised. The average
wages are declining in comparison with the wages of the manual
workers., We can break down the snobbish atutude of the well-
cducated towards the trade unions, we can show the clerks that
they are workers too. We can point to the small pay packets
which most young clerks under thirty get, and we can tell them
to join with us in the demands of the youth for security, for a
decent wage, for better working conditions.

Every worker, whether manual or clerical, must see the
importance of organising the clerks in the offices, of making them
active participants in the struggle for betler conditions of the
clerical youth.

Apprentices’ Problems in U.S.A.
By Leon Straus

NDUSTRY has excommunicated about five million young
people in the United States. These young people have never
had a chance 10 work on a job. They have had no chance to
utilise the educational facilities of this country. In none of the
problems of our nation are they considered as a factor. Restric-
tions prevent them from getting on W.P.A. while these same
restrictions prevent them from getting on home relief.

The National Youth Administration is too small in scope
and reaches only a few thousand. Just because they are young.
American youth are refused that modicum of help which the
federal government has already recognised as necessary for the
unemployed generally.

The most important problem for these young people is 1o
get into industry. They want jobs. They want to learn a {rade.
They are ready and willing to work., They want training {
our new industries, in acroplane design, in machine hmdmh@
clectricity. They fecl that not only the wealthy ard .
children should have this opportunity. They feel that unem=
ployed workers, even those who have never had a chance 1o
go beyond grammar and high school, should also be able to
receive training that will equip them for a livelihood in. &
changing society. a %

A real democracy must recognise this, and must make con-
structive efforts to help the unemployed and, in some Cases, e
employed unskilled young workers achicve their goal: as cilbe
trade and a decent standard of living. A gL

All these things can be done through a system ‘of apprentice-
ship and vocational training. Employers lo-uay are willing to
provide young workers lrgrtnucﬂhlﬂ raining’ in. skilled job&
For them it is a method of fighting condl '..;H;TT_'L.-[-“:J- v
They want their factories full “of youn, Ef__-.;;;;::;ﬁg b vy
apprentices working for long hours and low wages mean SRR

. =
Nen U
I

—
-

profits for themselves. ployers want a chance to:throw ou
their gradually ageing workers without & —-_.;“:ﬁ YRR
for them after they have given the amek 1he ) OF [DOI/AISEHATSY
their work. In this m{iﬂm 1: ﬁ:?-‘i-_:r.;;:::; to destroy.
unions which to-day have major factor in reguiiting
- wherninn T A < iy

working conditions in this country.
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jjut unions to-day cannot so i
iceship system.  Hundreds r::gﬂfh 4gree 1o that
are unemployed. Some of :

mernbed . their S own
- permanently unemployed. Others hnluﬂjiﬂy members may
‘et membership in the union. only by reason

.'I coultes that confront the unions
: and security problems of their ““"}'_mp!ﬂ)'-
me first,
On the other hand, young pcople wh .
- O are . -
e no future for themselves are casily mudﬁ‘;:qls?gurdgcd #ag
aentes of Labour,  This danger 1
o othe Ameriwcan labour moveme
LA loyed army repres -
[ he wast WMoy e Y represents a grou | -
se entire AJF.L. or C1.0, ¢ P larger than cither

Employers are ready to promise fancy th
' 3 = n
:_.“L_ "-!I.:].h"'ji :l,.l.lu:"f: F"EDPIE. -ﬂnd lt I'I'I-EI}' SC'EITI tn {ht'ﬂ: }-in‘l: ll;t:;:
+ho ie becoming more and_ more desperate, that lh:euglt
ohstacle their way 1s the union, : y

In order that

: : . they

mecomie an anti-umon 1orce, a vast scab army of ﬁlpi[:zl sﬂ:alérgg:
vt this tremendous power, the youth of the nation, .shall SCe

. measure of hope for their future, the trade unions must make
. constructive etlort to solve their problems.

thorough, farsighted apprenticeship programme should be
cstanhished in L'Jl_l...'h iﬂ-l‘_.jl..l‘.'ilvl'}'. This programme must provide for
sdequate protection ol unions and their members by guaranteeing
the seniority rights of unionists, Members who are working in
he same plant or industry where the apprenticeship system is
st up should not losc their jobs to apprentices. Union control
of the apprenticeship system must be guaranteed by having an
apparatus 1n cach industry that will be voluntarily accepted by
ke employers, union groups, and the government representative.

Unless the ratio of :lppn:nticp.f. to the industry is controlled
by the union itscll, the apprenticeship system is likely to be
hirmiul.  Further, union standards must be assured by a mini-

mum wage and regulated hour schedule for apprentices in each
industry.

What exists to-day in my industry, the fur indust

. ry, can
be used to illustrate the problem. In New York City there are

some 14,000 fur workers engaged in the manufacturing of fur
garments,  They cut, sew and nail these garments. The average
empioyment period, for those who work, i1s four and five months
2 year.  Of these 14,000 workers, from two to three thousand
are almost constantly unemployed.

This condition has existed since the first crisis years, 1930
and 1931, Obviously it is impossible for the fur workers and
the Furriers Union to permit other workers to come into the
mndustry, It new workers were to come into the industry they

would, in elfect, take away jobs from those who to-day work
ittle enough as it is.

~In addition there are 2,500 floor boys working in the fur
industry, These young workers wet the skins, take coats off the
board after they have been nailed there by skilled mechanics and
do other unskilled tasks that aid in the production of the fur
sarments.  Among these workers, there are some who have been
#orking as floor boys for five years and who still earn only S18,
520, and $25 per week. They also average approximately five
¢ six months employment during the year.

In view of all these complex problems, we are planning an
“pprenticeship system which ﬂrill be based on a factual analgm
o our industry. ~ A survey will be made of the number of workers
that leave the industry gur such reasons as death, mknﬁsihir
‘elirement.  This survey will include the number of workers that

'-:'?‘,h‘“ machinery provides work for, taking business conditions
‘00 consideration,

Vocational training and apprenticeship cannot solve O
Problems of cupilalistgsucicl}Epuncmlpluymem and crises. 1;'1“;_'
p It solve all the immediate problems of our m"fid.pwhnﬂ
“Ul, on the other hand it can provide some temporaty )era-
;! will Certainly prepare the present generation and future

s for a Socialist society, a society that T,n,dl : '{Eﬁ:nm

¢ ; nergies and skills that lie dormant and 2

fced unemployment.
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Apprentices in Fascist Italy

By Giovanni Ferri
M USSOLINI'S paper, the Popolo d'Italia, in its issse for
LUnion d;::-:f:l}::-rrllf 1'11'115 ?frdlr.ilr‘ s B neading. Trade
oo - 4 scandalous case of the exploitation of

“After having made a ve ' careful investigati

: sLulT._ certain directors, an? the sla:i:?i:::?t::%iggf i’T{;ﬁg
t ““F:"““':};:t_m FUP“"-h details of a deplorable case which

gamisation of commerci rork been 1

10 suppress for some years. .u.ﬂ.“mlm - Hys
__ The company concerned is the Uni-Prix of
I'his concern has enjoyed, first of all,
of July, 1933, slightly modified on
under which it has been able.
agreement 1n force for similar cnierprises, to employ four
assistants and five apprentices to every employes.

Nevertheless, in spite of this favoured treatment, 1t
appears that Uni-Prix have been employing twice this num-
ber of apprentices ; indeed, on June 30, 1938, Uni-Prix was
ecmploying in its 34 workshops 130 labourers, 473 assistants,
and 1,022 apprentices. The average wage was 253 lire per
month, which shows that the majority of the apprentices
werc recciving no more than 120 to 150 lire a month.

After having worked for two, three. or four vears
under these conditions, the staff, which rightly wants to
improve its status, is dismissed. In 1937, the employment
cxchanges verified that Uni-Prix dismissed 1.152 persons
and was employing about the same number. In this man-
ner they were able 10 keep the average wage down to the
level mentioned, while, under the national agreement, the
wage ought to reach 445 lire monthly.

Simple arithmetic proves that Uni-Prix was thus pro-
fiting to the extent of some 3,740,000 lire a year.

No commercial pretext nor public interest can justify
such a state of things ; and even less the fact that female
workers were doing light work, for it is proved on the con-
trary, that the type of work and the vouth of the workers
caused a percentage of illness rising to as high as 93 per cent.

Is the case of Uni-Prix an isolated one? On the contrary.
Special agreements exist for many concerns, or rather, for all b
concerns which, like Uni-Prix, number on their board of directors
important personages in Italian finance. In the same way, where
special agreements do not exist, the employers casily turn 10
their own account the social-fascist legislation we have men-
tioned, and more especially the legislation concerning apprentice-
ship. The Popolo dlialia, for its own obvious demagogic
recasons, recognises this when it wntes: |

* This illegality has characteristic results: illicit exploi-
tation of another’s labour during two, three or more yea
of young workers’ apprenticeship, at a very low wage ; in-
creases of unemployment among the youth and the dis-
missal of a great number of apprentices, who, after this
long and severe period, have reached legal and occupational
maturity and are demanding a fair return ; the demoralisa-
tion of large strata of workers who know, for example, that
as soon as their military service is over they
employed in ﬂ;l:ir l'?;:mr = from
a paltry wage irom years . "
prcptl'::rg.u employ young labour for which be pays less.
Since when does fascism talk about ﬁeﬂmﬁql

ticeship ? Certainly ?;ﬂ :ﬂ:ﬁﬂn T

ich is some ’ gy 2
:vhpmmh um. in 51";: of all the declarations of the -mdﬁ_ |
hrmrchy and the demagogy of
become worse and worse.

decree, published
A recent ke

Milan.
a special agreement
February 29, 1936,
by violating the national
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takes seriously decrees which are

sOocial d:m’.‘iggg}- ? Inspired by lascism’s need for

witl : . Which the trade union
selves wh ! sweet words. 1t is only the young
¥ a very simple lll:‘ihud _“ L‘:m ":h““lh_! their posiion. How ?
and the spirit of th 12 by demanding respect for the letter
the employing ¢l; €se very laws made by fascism and which
ying class violates in the most bare-faced manner.

The vo : "
i this ;‘3'::‘.':8 .lle;i‘:'“““]j of laly have understood how 1o win
pulsory, totalitarian M has provided ltalian youth with a com-
same G.I.L 'u'\.ta“ Oreanisation known as G.LL. Within this
Uniting.'uﬁc&id' Enas. inside the trade unions, the youth can, by
0 ey pee 5?“"'.“[ everything to proclaim its rights and
emand that these rights are respected.

r ¥ L]

Whicr:;rnf;rﬁi“f,;'tﬁ'ﬁ NOt concern itself with these problems
lem of apprenticeshin or rking class and, above all, the prob-
planc; ong of ‘the P, *:'*_I'-“:_':’-hl':h constitutes, on the economic
I‘a:i-:i:;-: Saridiols ?Eﬂut m..;u.lduls of fascism? ~ Obviously the
G.I.L. can be § H‘ld :i': opposed to anything of the sort.” Bui
o 'r ¢ orced, througl m_r militancy of its young mem-

S, to make a stand for the rights of a generation to which

_f;m:r}sm has accorded the fairest promises in words and, in fact,
the harshest of exploitation.

dpprentices them

Learn and Comprehend

The Condition of the French
People in 1789

By Jean Bruhaut

THE great Revolution, of which we are celebrating the 150th

anniversary this year, destroyed the feudal regime and
cstablished the power of the bourgeoisic. But the overthrow of
feudalism could not have been possible without the direct inter-
vention of the masses of the people. These masses. from the
towns and the couniryside, entered into the revolutionary
struggle precisely because it was they upon whom the weight
of the feudal regime pressed most heavily.

That is what we want to recall in this article.

In France there were 21 million peasants. They represented
9 per cent. of the nation.  Several categories existed in the
masses of the peasantry. First of all there were the serfs. Cer-
tainly they were not so numerous as in the Middle Ages. Serf-
dom had been abolished in 1779, on the royal estates, but the
lords had not followed the example given them by the govern-
ment. In spite of the great campaign led by Volraire on behalf
of the serfs of Haut-Jura, there were still a million in 1789,
They were to be found in Champagne, in Burgundy and in the
Franche-Comte. The serfs were bound to the carth.  They
could not get away. They had not the liberty to marry without
their overlord's consent. They were liable to main-mort, i.c.,
if their children did not live with them, they could not inherit
any of the parents’ goods, even personal possessioits.

The great majority of the peasantry kad been freed. But most
of them only a miserably inadequate patch of ground.
Those who were able to make a living out of their fields formed
an agricultural aristocracy : the labourer class. The others were
farmers or renters. The farmers paid rent for their ground
in coin. The renters paid in kind. Rent contracts were particu-
larly severe. The proprictor advanced them seed and livestock,
and the reater gave the proprictor half of the harvest. In some

as in Brittany, repayment in coin was added

peasants, whether they were serfs, labourers,
there weighed the feudal charges. Part of
At cvery :uumsh ion, tl'llfI
i 1 he also had to pay when he bought or so

:EH less oppressive than in the Middle Ages,
till heavy and humiliating. The peasant bhad to take
ad his grapes to the mill or wine-press belonging to

"L

arv st went 1o the overlord.
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his overlord, even though that meant going a i 2
tance.  The overlord still kept his rigghu:uw:fnbridm md"
(tolls), markets and fairs, Only the lord had the right to hung
I'he peasant was forbidden to Kill a pheasant or a hare. On the
other hand, game for the overlords’ hunting cxpeditions were
allowed to devour or trample down the peasants’

tinally, the overlord was judge of crimes commilted on his
cstates ;. he was both judge and plaintiff.  Furthermore the
peasants had to pay tithes. It must not be thought that 1llllhel
went only 1o the clergy. 1t was reserved for the so-called patron
of the church, who was, in most cases, the overlord., Tithes
were exacted not only from the harvest but also from flax, hemp
beans and fruit. In some districts they amounted 1o 14 pg;
cent. of the peasants' income.

Opening the complaints book of the Third Estate at Vannes,
we read ;
~ "We are truly serfs, say the inhabitants of Vannes, slaves
ol the overlords, the real slaves according to the rights for
which they make us pay; feudality is our greatest scourge;
the necessity of abolishing it is urgent. 1t is the universal r;r,'
of all the parishes.”

The most miserable of all the peasantry were the day
labourers.  Poor peasants, without land or with only a few
wretched acres, they were forced to hire themselves out. Often
without work, they formed the main contingent of the vagabonds
and beggars who were to be met everywhere in the French
countryside on the eve of the Revolution. At Denneville, in
Artois, there were 60 beggars to 130 houses. At Saint-Patrice
in Normandy there were 400 beggars to 1,500 inhabitants. ., . .

The feudal taxes increased in the second half of the 18th
century.  The nobles, short of money (for in spite of the king's
liberality, the court was expensive), re-introduced privileges which
had fallen into disuse. Ever fresh measures were taken against
the peasants. The nobles contested their tenants’ right to glean-
age and free pasture.®

From that, it is ecasy to imagine the condition of the
peasantry.  According to the intendants’ report.t the staple
nourishment, in Normandy, was oats; in the Troyes region,
buckwheat ; in Limousin, buckwheat, chestnuts, turnips; in
Auvergne, buckwheat, chestnuts, skimmed milk and a little
salted goat’s flesh. No butcher’s meat at all : at the most, if
the peasant Killed one pig a year. When the harvest was 5
the result was worse than poverly: it was starvation, with
in its train.  The vear 1778 was one of drought ; just before the
harvest was ripe, hail storms swept the countryside. The winter
of 1788-89 was a very severe one: in Provence, frost had
killed a third of the olive trees ; in Vivarais, the chestnut woods
had perished. As want increased, so did hatred of the feudal
regime. |

Can we reconstitute the life of the young peasants 2 Only
with great difficulty. Children went to work at an extremely
carly age. * Often, little girls of six spent their entire tilgn]

spinning, while looking after ncw-born babies.”? 8

Nothing, or next to nothing, was done for the education of
these children, Education depended on private chan _
peasants suffered as a result of this lack of
petitions of complaints were to demand *a schoolmast
whom the children have till now been deprived.™ BB e
Passing from the countryside to the rowns, We lind LeIe
were about 2,500,000 workers. But if industrialisation Was pro-
gressing, concentration was in its infancy and, on the WIOIS,
small industry was dominant. There were artisans. and Imanys
of them were on the way to losing their indcpendence. S8
mandy, the weavers were leaving the villages 10 SO S 0
tories of the Lower Seine district as wage-siayes &
the guild workers. The guilds had deveioped CONSE
Formerly, one began as ap became &
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flocks to graze in the fields after the harvest hac

tRoyal officials in the provinces, ?"i,p,.;'l. <F
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Hencetorth, the degree of Mt
. 1nto which only the
¢ admutted, o * frec ™ in
ries which were not hound to i
« worked in large l".lcmriﬁ. ' sSmdet. irgpl

. : Sometimes r live
Working conditions were ::.*-.trcm:l,,:”;j;! lived on

At Lyons, the silk worker works from 16 1o 18 ho
cometimes ]‘;‘“[‘:f he cannoy often byy more than :I[::
" EEL NDECEssATrIes O tle, | - A: Vcrﬂ-l‘ . ar
= b IIIE"- [ »

whom the evening. |n Paris, the d:
; ¢ day | -
bert i o1 'Y 1asts as long s

l-rom the age of Meven years, children could be employ d
s Some, even, in the textile induu!n’. wWere tmpI{ni‘cd
Jers of skein from the ag¢ of four and five \'cnrq; ‘I:
posence, the silk shops ook girls between the ages of 8 and "nl
1y Bettany, the miners” children worked al the pit-head aq A
sarly oage, vaining their living us ore-washers w-. .
creextremely low, so that all these urban pupl.lh.ni‘nﬁs wﬁ:':‘.
Wiy suscepuble to fluctuations in the cost of living On:

« the echo of this misery in the petitions of mr;*:p!'tinl-s
he porters of Marseilles wrote - e
" The frants of his work do not bring the worker more

e most meagre subsistence, Crushed by the weight

of his totl, he must often have need of some nourishment
capable of restoring his strength,”

\nd it was on these very masses of the labourin 0
tat the tanes weighed most heavily, The nobility didgngf FT:
ves and the l.'|1..‘l‘1:}' l‘hhlim:d diipcnﬁutiun h}' lhl‘: payment to

saimne of whiat was Kknown as the free gift. There were direct
s the raille, the poll-tax. and the twentieth : indirect tax,
wuch as the tax on salt. The duties on drinks. the internal
costoms. inereased the price of goods, Indirect taxes were not
~oad directly, but by individuals (tax-farmers) who paid the
vate an annual sum, hixed in advance, and pocketed the surplus.
[Fus they had o personal interest in increasing the rate of taxa-
o they did not lose by it. In all the petitions of complaint
nz worners and peasants asked that such an unjust financial
Ty -'»..':- I ,I["l.‘i“HhL‘ll. Thf fﬂ"ﬂ“‘ing cXliract iq frnm Ihﬂ“ pclitinn
Scomplunt of Culmont (near Langres):

Toalre,

We are c¢rushed by taxes of all kinds : we have given
vou, up till the present, a part of our bread, and soon we
“hall have none, if this continues., If you could see the
poor hovels in which we live ! the poor food that we cat !
vou would be moved by it. This would tell you better
thun our words that we cannot go on like this and that our
burden must be cased. What troubles us extremely is that
those who have the most pay the least. We pay the taille
and 118 accessory taxes, and the churchmen qnd the nobles,
who have the most fine possessions, pay nothing of all that.
Why then is it that it 1s the rich who pay the least and
the poor who pay the most? Is it not right that each
pays according to his power ? Sire, we ask you that thlzé
should be so, because that is just. If we dared, we shou
undertake to plant some vines upon the hillsides, but :ﬂ
4re so tormented by tax-gatherers that we wamdaﬁ‘:ﬂ
think to pull up those that are planted already. e
wine that we would make would be for them, and we shou t
be left nothing but the labour. This extortion is a grea
¢ : g i ould rather leave the
scourge, and, to escape from i, one w ratl Aty
land fallow. Rid us first of these extortionists an e
men: we suffer greatly from these same mvenh:n; £ i
s the moment to change them: so long as w;i a ~ith all
we shall never be happy. We ask it of you, Sire, -
Your other subjects, who are also as weary as ourselves.

3 H ]_f,per.

The will of the ular masses thus expressed itse :

‘ectly clearly, %atlﬁi}- wished was the end of fend;]ndﬁ';t

Poitation and the destruction of the privileged m'mu hat the

*4s because the Revolution broke the feudal re I“‘I‘U "

Memory of 1789 remains alive in the hearts o Frenc
¢

g % o L ________——I-!:ml“ flﬁlith in m towns ? " ....:.. = & ;
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Sports Movement

The London Fitness Conference

Y the time this appears there will have lake
‘[3 a Conference called by the London : A pla:: =

f’num;iI. 4l which 1,000 youth delegates will
lirst time what they think is needed for fitness,

The council itself was €t up as the resul:
Parliament passed in July, 1937, F"l'hi.ﬁ Act ﬁﬁl}* ::.Itndedl Aﬂtﬂ
powers of the Local Authorities and enabled them to provide
various schemes for recreational facilities, Secondly, it estab.
lished the National Fitnees Council, and 22 area councils through-
out the country, of which the London and Middlesex Council
Is onc. These councils consist of representatives of the various
local authorities, of the voluntary vouth organisations and of
mdmdu:_z[r. with a special knowledge of the problems involved.

Their task is 1o cducate the public in the value of fitness
and the mcans by which it may be achieved. to survey the
facilitics in their area, and to consider and report on applications
for financial grants from clubs, etc. Four million pounds has
been set aside by the Government for this fitness movement, but
the money can only be used for capital charges. Further grants
can only be given to aid schemes where it can be shown that
the maintenance charges of the new construction can be fu
mel, and even then ure only for 40 per cent. ut the most, of the
total cost. This, in effect, makes jt impossible for any but large
well-established clubs, local authorities, or national movements
1o get a grant.

However it is clear that, even within these limits, the scheme
Was not so much concerned with giving youth an opportunity
and desire to keep fit, but to form a definite step in the plans of
the Chamberlain Government to regiment youth behind its pro-
fascist policy, o policy absolutely opposed to ull the traditions ani
ideals of British sport.

Yet this conference will have tremendous significance. Of
the 1,000 delegates, all between the ages of 16 and 30, 650 will
come from sports clubs and fitness organisations, 150 from
religious and social welfare organisations, such as the YMCA,
the scouts, etc.., 100 from the political youth organisations:
Liberals, Conservatives, Communists, etc.. and S0 from the trade
unions. It will, therefore, be the most widely representative youth
conference ever called.

Fitness is a great social and cultural demand of the youth.
Around this conference new and wider associations of youth
can be built. Around this movement vouth, hitherto unorganised,
can be drawn into association with the organised vouth, will
themselves become organised on the basis of the things which
appeal most simply and widely to the vouth, Lastly, fitness is
essential for democracy, and the development of this movement,
essentially democratic, will be a further step in rallying all youth
against the enemies of democracy.

The conference will be opened by Sir Wyndham Deedes, of
the National Fitness Committee, and will then split in four com-
missions dealing with (1) the health and leisure of youth; (2)
recreational facilities ; (3) rallying youth to the fitness move-
ment ; (4) the fitness movement and education in citizenship.

With regard to the first commission the prelim
which has been issued as a guide to the discussi
points as the effect of malnutrition and long hours

loyment on the possibility of keeping fit, and the effect

igh cost of travel to sports grounds and the cost of equi
etc. Here it is clear that, although, if the m
facilitiecs were more widely known and used,
health could be made now, yet a governmen ly ke
getting a healthy youth must introduce many of the poin
Yout cmﬂ.mmmmmwmm PRy, ok

On the second commission much is already ki vn of ¢
shortage and lack of facilities, sports :roun_dl. etc., c
the crowded boroughs of central London ; . h
outskirts building is rapidly robbing the youth o nany Pl
ficlds and open spaces. Particularly the question is asked
“ Is it necessary to extend the powers of the local auth
control this ? ” And “ What steps are necessary to get




Portant., Fq Commissions which a h h
. For g ins which are perhaps the most
he third commission it is pointed out that the

Nt Act, can only work through existing

Y organisati i
the smalj clubs, :hl':*mi::‘n:q;; local authorities and, further, that

‘the lar ) €Al afford to get a grant or afliliate to
“n“rﬂni'l:':’!‘fdn" Sr&anisation, are neglected. H{}Ev can lhf-if :;ml the
Youth be drawn in and helped ?

:rc & ®
T€ 1 1s clear first of all that the youth cannot be rallied to

ﬁlnr.'.ss in {
keeping fiy I;;dall’“mﬂ- there must be a reason and an aim ':fr?c:

his can only be * Fj
it is y Fitness for Democracy ™ ;
supp:?-:l g“g;ﬁ::j:thﬂl 5u+_r:!'| A slogan would arouse whole-hearted
the democratic id"f'?’“m"*- youth, The development of sport, and
blow against th Cills ﬂ.nd' traditions of British sport, is itself a
elopment of :I' conscriptionists and the warmongers. The
Soracy ,"f and healthy youth is essential for the defence
C¥ against fascist aggression,

ﬁmg;lr;::,ﬁ}aﬁnsﬁ?‘:““ﬂd in this connection is the idea of a
SOVl tests Sich is Would consist of a number of simple
pass. would ﬁ'w]tch‘ “hf[}? casy enough for millions of youth to
would be cnrr:iﬁinc; I::.]-jimlc“;lﬂndard of the youth and secondly
diim e a4 democratic ideal and education in

It is

of

should be further suggested that Youth Advisory Committees
uld be set up in each arca, who in co-operation with the local
authority would control the application of the standard, and
would act in an advisory capacity on all matters relating to
physical fitness. The members of these would be elected by the

various voluntary organisations and would ensure the democratic
character of the movement,

All youth, whether in organisations or not, would be
encouraged to pass the tests. This and the development of
community centres and recreational centres in cach borough
would provide the basis for drawing the majority of youth into
the fitness movement.

Originally the discussion on a * Fitness Standard ™ was to
have been the subject of a fifth commission, but it was with-
drawn on the grounds that the National Committee have set up
a special committee to consider it and this has not yet
reported. However, it is being raised by many youth in the
other commissions at the conference. Yet there are people who
are now openly saying that what is needed i1s a youth movement
like the Hitler Youth. This makes it all the more necessary to
strengthen this movement for fitness, not only because a Nazi
organised youth can never be fit, indeed they will quickly crack
up under a strain, but also because only such a free, democratic,
voluntary movement will ensure whole-hearted support and
real health for the vouth.

Part of what we have dealt with for this commission also
concerns the Jast commission on * The Fitness Movement and
Education in Citizenship,” and it is impossible to scparate 1L,
since education in democracy is an essential part of rallying the
youth to this movement. Yet this commission will also deal with
the wider question of the relation of intellectual development
to fitness. and the organising of talks, socials, community life,
etc.. in community centres. These are cnvisaged as a large
building provided by the local authority, where all the voluntary
organisations, and unorganiscd youth, can find a home and where
all the views and interests of the district would be represented,
where there would be facilities for indoor sports, lectures, films,
etc.. and where possible, o air grounds attached. Each
organisation, while having full use of such a centre, would retain
its own identity. The Centre would be run by a democraticall
elected Community Association. The development of these will
bring together youth of all shades of opinton, yet all with a
common object, to keep fit for democracy, and to accept their

ibilities as citizens in helping to run this movement.

These are the main things which will be discussed at this
conference. It is obvious that there will be certain opposition to
it. The big employers will oppose the giving of better cundltmq:
and shorter hours to the youth, etc. t mainly opposed 1? i
are those who, supporting the Government, stand for conscription.

World Youth Review .
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The Act was originally passed, not primari
youth 1o be fit and hecalthy, but as a ﬂ:p';riy;
regiment the youth, Now comes the threat of

for the unemployed youth, made by Mr. Chamberlain at

burn, and the renewed outbursts in the Press and o

that the youth do not want to serve, do not wan
must be conscripted, Alongside this are the rap'idm;ﬁﬁ'
practice of the Government’s threats to democracy, i ~-

control of the Air Raid Wardens' organisation and

ment of the 12 wartime dictators, one for each of
country.

[t is on this background, that the conference will
But the youth are democratic. They have not onl
rights in a democratic state. It is in bringing t
representatives of hundreds of thousands of British youth o
what they think is necessary for fitness, and what they will do
keep fit, that this conference will enable the youth 1o :
its democratic rights, will defeat the aims of the reactionaries,

and will mark a further step in uniting all youth behind a policy
of peace, freedom and social advance.
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE DECISIONS

Paris, March 13.

Proposals for the solution of the extremely acute problem
of Spanish refugees in France are to be submitted to the French
Government as the result of an International Youth Conference
held at Rheims on Marck 10 and 11.

Main lines of the proposals are: Immediate investigati
by an International Youth Delegation of the conditions in the
concentration camps established near the French frontier in
which over 300,000 refugees are living: the establishment of
* Children's Cities,” composed of Spanish children whose
parents have been killed, while investigations into the question
of their education and development are examined in collaboration
with the National Union of Teachers; the publication of a nﬂ
of France through which can be indicated the possibilities
distributing and providing shelter for these children in those
districts capable of supporting them.

The Conference, at which were represented important youth
organisations of 17 countries, including the United States, South
America. Britain, South Africa, Scandinavian coun and
Eastern European countries, was also attended by representatives
and observers of such expert organisations as the Central Freach
Committee for Refugees, the British Council for German Jewty,
the American Distribution Committee, the World Young
Women's Christian Association, and the Kuomintang.

Three of the delegates from Yugoslavia travelled for more
than 40 consecutive hours in order to be able to attend the
Conference in time.

The Conference was officially welcomed to Rheims, the
“ Martyred City ™ by the deputy Mayor of the toWn 0f behis

of the Minister of Justice, M. Marchandeau, who is also M:
of the town.

Plans for medical, financial aid for the
were formulated at the Conference, and an Interr
Weck is shortly to be organised to bring the case
the eyes of world opinion.

The number of refugees in China, it Was PO
greater than that of the total population in France
young people of China, refugee or nol, they b
most elementary requirements of food and clothing, et
cent. of all educational institutions in the COUDREYES
destroyed as well as over two m!l.’liun ook “:

The Conference, organised by the W el
Movement has set up a strong CORUNUAUGERS S
continue the work. .
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