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The War Danger

War in the East
Negro Workers, defend the Soviet Union and the Chinese Revolution!

A  new  act of war has been  com m itted by  the Japanese im perialists in M an­
churia, North China, where troops are being sent under all kinds of flimsy excuses 
to bom b defenseless cities and to annex M anchuria and turn it into a Japanese 
co lon y  like K orea. The highhanded po licy  of Japan has once more shown the 
utter futility of the League o f Nations and the K ellog "P e a ce " Pact as instruments 
for preventing war.

China, which, like Japan, was a signatory of the K ellog Pact against war, has 
now  appealed to all the nations (including Britain and the U. S. A.) which signed 
this pact, to intervence, but is certainly unlikely to get any satisfaction.

Furtherm ore, under A rtic le  16 of the League Convenant the A ssem bly of the 
League of Nations is pledged to en force  a financial and econom ic b lockade against 
any m em ber of the League proved  to have com m itted an a ct o f v io lence against 
another member.

Japan and China are both members of the League, nevertheless, the attitude 
of the League has been such that Japan has been perm itted the full right to send 
troops to implant herself firmly in the Chinese territory of Manchuria.

Hunt for Iron and Coal.

Am ong the reasons why Japan wants to steal M anchuria away from China is 
because coa l and iron, tw o indispensable minerals in the econom ic life o f any im­
perialist nation, are both lacking in Japan, while M anchuria is rich in these minerals. 
Besides this, the Japanese capitalists already experiencing the effects of the w orld 
crisis are desperately attempting to find new colonial markets for their com m o­
dities and an outlet for the investm ent of their finance-capital. Furthermore, they 
hope that by  starting a war they w ill be able to distract the attention of millions 
of peasants and w orkers w ho are actually starving from  their class interests and 
turn them into national patriots —  thereby m obilizing them as cannonfodder in 
carrying out the robber po licy  of Japanese imperialism.

Preparing Attack upon Soviet Russia.

This imperialist expansion of Japan into Manchuria brings her into conflict 
with the Soviet Union, for she realizes that it w ill be dangerous to have Soviet 
territory bounding to her newly annexed colony, as the freedom  which the toilers 
of the Soviet Union enjoy will be an incentive to the oppressed Chinese masses 
in M anchuria to fo llow  the path of revolutionary struggle against their Japanese 
oppressors.

This is another reason w hy Japan, like the other imperialist pow ers Am erica, 
England and France, are not only interested in dividing up China among them­
selves in the same w ay as the European pow ers did with A frica  during the last 
century, but are hoping to be  able to com prom ise their im perialistic differences 
and unite together in launching an armed attack upon the revolutionary 
governm ent in the Soviet districts of China and Soviet Russia, which they all 
hate and w ould like to destroy.



The capitalist pow ers of the W est are all hoping that the Japanese militarists 
will succeed  in provoking Soviet Russia into war, which will provide them with 
the opportunity of joining in the fight under som e pretext or another.

The p rovoca tive  attitude of the Japanese imperialists is shown by  the lying 
reports which they are spreading with the aid of the capitalist press of Europe 
End A m erica that the Soviet Union is supplying Chinese generals with ammunition 
to defend M anchuria against the Japanese militarists. The Soviet G overnm ent has 
categorically refuted these lies.

The Japanese im perialists require lies and slanders as an excuse in order to 
stretch out their robber hands against the stronghold of the revolutionary workers 
of the w orld, which has just ce lebrated  its 14th anniversary; and which, with the 
greatest sacrifice and with utm ost exertion  of all its forces, is com pleting the 
third year of the Five-Year-Plan.

The new  turn in the M anchurian war is an alarm signal to the w orkers 
throughout the w orld. W hilst hitherto the protests against Japanese imperialism 
have been isolated, it is now necessary to strengthen them and to carry out a mass 
m obilization of the revolutionary proletariat in all countries.

The Japanese N ote to the Soviet G overnm ent shows that the hour of greatest 
danger to the Soviet Union is near.

The im mediate answer to this Japanese p rovocation  tow ards the Soviet Union 
must by  close ly  connected  with the mass action  against the violation  o f M an­
churia, against the imperialist robber cam paign against the working masses of 
China.

Class —  not Race War.

This new war of enslaving the Chinese peop le  and stealing their country 
points an im portant lesson to the N egro w orkers and the toilers o f the other 
darker races. It exposes the w hole misleading reform ist program m e of the Negro 
capitalists, landlords and* intellectuals in A m erica  w ho try to hide up the class 
po licy  of the Japanese im perialists behind idle talk of "unity of the darker races". 
N ever w ill all the peop le  of any race be united under capitalism, where there is 
rich and poor, exploiters and exploited . These fakers know  this, but in order to 
make the poor w orking class blacks forget their misery, the so -ca lled  N egro 
leaders are trying to create the im pression among the Negro masses that all people 
with a dark skin, whether they belong to the capitalist or w orking class, have the 
same interests.

In the present Manchurian war w e see through this lie. F or here w e find the 
Japanese im perialists, m em ber of the same yellow  race (M ongolian) as the Chinese 
workers and peasants, using machine guns, bom bing planes, battleships, and other 
devices of m odern w arfare to conquer and then enslave peop le  of their own colour 
in just the same w ay as British im perialism oppresses the white toiling masses in 
Ireland, and the black  A m erico-L iberian  ruling class their kinsmen in Liberia.

This is not the first time that the Japanese imperialists have shown them­
selves the same type of robbers and enslavers like their white im perialist brothers 
in Europe and A m erica, by using arms to m assacre peop le  of their own race. They 
did the same to the Koreans, und since then, the Japanese im perialist p o licy  in 
K orea can only be com pared with that of the French, Portuguese, British and 
Belgian in A frica , where terror, fo rced  labour and the most brutal forms of 
oppression exist. The Negro w orkers must not forget that in all capitalist countries 
whether the population happens to be  white as in Europe, yellow  as in Japan and 
China, brow n as in India, or b lack  as in Liberia and Haiti, it is not colou r that 
counts, but class.

Rich Chinese, Japanese, Indians and N egroes exp loit the poor of their own



race in just the same way as white capitalists oppress the white workers. Exploi­
tation knows no colour-line. A  capitalist and landlord is the same bloodsucker, 
no matter what colou r he might be. This is what every  N egro w orker must 
recogn ize in the present con flict in M anchuria; for only in this w ay will the Negro 
masses be  able to expose the deceptive  plans o f their own capitalists, landlords 
and other schem ers who, like M arcus Garvey, in order to build up their capitalist

M onster Dem onstration of Chinese w orkers and students in Shanghai against 
Japanese imperialism in M anchuria

business enterprises in A m erica  and A frica  are trying to get the masses of his 
race  to be lieve that all b lack  peop le  have the same interests —  whether they be 
capitalists, landlords or w orkers.

The Negro w orkers must join hands with the w orking class of all the world 
in fighting for their class interests and railing to the defense of the Chinese 
w orkers and peasants as w ell as o f Soviet Russia, the fatherland of all w orkers and 
oppressed peop les — , against Japanese imperialism and capitalist intervention.



Under the Yoke of Imperialism

Hands off Liberia!
By G EORGE PAD M OR E.

Capitalist Rivalry lor Colonies.

A ll o f the capitalist countries o f Europe and A m erica , as w ell as the colon ial 
and sem i-colon ial countries are in the greatest econ om ic crisis which the w orld 
has ever experienced . This is causing untold hardship and misery fo f  the working 
class and peasantry. Over 40 millions w orkers are unable to ^ind jobs, while 
hundreds of millions of peasant toilers of all races and colours,- are faced  with 
starvation and hunger.

In the face of all o f this deprivation and hardship, the capitalists have refused 
to give any relief to the unem ployed w orkers, but instead, are cutting dow n the 
wages of those w ho are fortunate enough to still have jobs, while at the same time 
the working hours are being increased. Furtherm ore, the w orkers are being made 
to w ork faster and faster in the mines and factories as w ell as on the plantations. 
This is known as the p o licy  of capitalist rationalisation and enables the exploiters 
to maintain their great profits.

N ot satisfied with this, these same capitalist robbers, especia lly  the pow erful 
imperialist nations like U nited States, France, England and Japan are com peting 
with each  other for the purpose of getting new  territories as sources for raw 
materials and markets where they can dump their m anufactured goods.

This rivalry is leading to new im perialist wars. W hile at the same time all 
of the capitalist nations are plotting intervention against S oviet Russia, the only 
country ruled over by a w orkers' governm ent. A lread y  Japan has started to 
make war against China and is provoking the Soviet Union into 'tVar by  sending 
troops into Manchuria, territory next to the w orkers' republic.

A m erica  is also one of the forem ost nations struggling to obtain new  c o lo ­
nies. 'I his rivalry is daily becom ing sharper and sharper betw een  the United 
Slates, England, France and Japan.

The Firestone Dictatorship in Liberia.

During the latter part of the last century, when A frica  was div ided up among 
the European nations, A m erica  was not so much interested in this continent. 
A m erica  found her colon ial expansion in the P acific w here she stole the Philippine 
Islands, and in the Caribbees, where she annexed Porto R ico  and established 
a protectorate  over Cuba and the Latin-A m erican countries through the M onroe 
Doctrine. But since the last im perialist war, the A m erican  capitalists have becom e 
very much in terested in A frica . W h y? The autom obile manufacturers found them ­
selves con fronted  with the necessity  of securing large supplies of rubber for the 
manufacture o f m otorcar tires. Until this time England was the greatest producer 
of rubber which was secured in M alay and Java in the East. This gave the British 
capitalists a m onopoly over this indispensable com m odity, and unabt&l them to 
dictate prices to the A m erican  manufacturers. This econ om ic dependence upon 
tlie British did not suit the A m erican  imperialists, so that they began to look  
around to find som e country in which they could secure their own source of raw



rubber and becom e independent of their British rivals. This hunt for a rubber 
base m arked the beginning of L iberia's enslavem ent to A m erican  finance-capital.

President H oover was at that time the A m erican Secretary of Commerce. 
It was he who organized a con feren ce of the autom obile m anufacturers of A m erica 
and advised them to turn their attention to Liberia, the only territory except 
Abyssinia in A frica  not yet stolen b y  the European im perialists, and which offered 
a means of solving the rubber problem  then confronting the A m erican  capitalists.

W ith the assistance of H oover and the Departm ent of State, the H arvey 
F irestone R ubber Co., one of the biggest manufacturers of m otorcar tires and 
rubber goods in A m erica, secured a concession  in Liberia o f one million acres of 
land at the price  of one cent per acre for the purpose of developing rubber. In 
return for this great concession , the Firestone Co. made a loan of 5 million dollars 
to the Liberian G overnm ent, which, how ever, the Liberians never received , for the 
Firestone Co. stipulated special terms to  the effect that the m oney had to be 
spent in developing railroads, roads, and building a harbour in M onrovia by 
A m erican  engineers. The Liberian G overnm ent under pressure from  W ashington 
was also forced  to agree to supply labour to the Firestone plantations.

This agreem ent was com pleted in 1925. Since then, L iberia has becom e an 
econom ic co lon y  of A m erican  im perialism; and the peasantry, the slaves of the 
G overnm ent and the F irestone Co.

Slavery and Forced Labour.

The conditions of the working 
class in Liberia, especially  those in 
the interior, and the agricultural 
labourers on the A m erican plan­
tations and big farms ow ned by 
the native officials, are so dis­
graceful that an investigation had 
to be  conducted  this year. The 
com mission which carried out the 
investigation was com posed of 
three men, one by  the name of 
Dr. C. Christy, an Englishman, re ­
presenting the League of Nations, 
Dr. Charles S. Johnson, a Negro 
college professor, representing the 
United States G overnm ent, and 
Edwin B arcley, Secretary of State 
o f Liberia, who has since becom e 
president.

The com m ission discovered  that slavery and forced  labour w ere w idespread 
throughout the country. The report pointed out that, most o f the Liberian officials, 
known as A m erico-L iberians, w ho control the G overnm ent, end w ere the very 
ones w ho m ade the agreem ent with the Firestone Co. in 1925, w ere forcing thou­
sands o f poor native peasants to w ork  w ithout wages under the most terrible 
conditions. But as to be  ex p ected  from a com mission which represented imperialist 
interests, it reported that F irestone did not use forced  labour. This, however, is 
a lie. E very honest Liberian and W est-A frican  knows that thousands of natives 
are being robbed  and ruthlessly exp loited  on the Firestone plantations. In this 
w ay the handpicked com m ission tried to whitewash the crim es of Firestone and 
his gang, and discredit the already corrupt A m erico-L iberian  officials, thereby, 
justifying the A m erican  imperialists with the tacit connivance of the League of

Firestone and Ex-President King in con fe ­
rence over the sell-out of Liberia



Nations, to openly annex the only remaining independent Negro country in W est 
A frica.

The Negro Judasses.

The Negro w orkers in A frica , A m erica, and the W est Indies must realize 
that the enslavem ent of L iberia has not only been  organized and carried out by 
the A m erican im perialists and their white agents, but that the so-ca lled  "b ig " 
Negro leaders both in A m erica  and Liberia have been som e of the most active 
tools of F irestone in helping to oppress the toiling masses of this "independent" 
republic.

This has open ly been revealed  by  the fact that the A m erican  Governm ent, 
which supports the po licy  of F irestone in Liberia, did not select a white official 
to represent the U nited States on the international com mission as is its usual 
policy. On this occasion , the politicians in W ashington departed from their tradi­
tional po licy  and appointed a N egro lackey, Dr. Johnson, to play the role o f a 
Judas in covering up the crim es of the white A m erican  capitalists and help make 
it appear that only President King and his officials w ere guilty of extorting forced  
labour out of the indigenous masses.

This is nothing strange. It m erely shows to the N egro w orkers that despite the 
fact that the Negro capitalists are m em bers of the same race as them selves, the 
truth is, these peop le  are always prepared to betray the interests o f the toiling 
masses of their own race for the benefit o f their white imperialist masters. T here­
fore, w e must not only expose the connivance o f Firestone, but w e must brand 
these so-called  educated N egroes as the greatest traitors of the w orking class.

The conduct o f Dr. Johnson is not an isolated case. His part in the subjugation 
of the black  w orkers and toiling poor of L iberia is being repeated by hundreds of 
other N egro m iddle-class elem ents in A m erica, A frica  and the W est Indies, day 
after day. E veryw here we see black  lawyers, doctors, preachers, editors, chiefs 
and politicians open ly going over to the side of the white oppressors.

A s the capitalist crisis becom es m ore and m ore acute, the N egro capitalists, 
landlords, and phrase-making reformists are revealing them selves m ore and more 
before  the hungry, overtaxed  and unem ployed Negro masses as their greatest 
enemies. Their acts of deception , betrayal and surrender of the national liberation 
struggles at this time clearly show that such scoundrels are incapable of leading 
the m ovem ent of the Negro peop les for freedom  and social em ancipation. Only 
the Negro w orking class in unity with the w orkers of other countries and races 
can fight the imperialists to a v ictorious end. These are the only sincere anti­
imperialist elem ents whom  the capitalists cannot corrupt and bribe.

Mr. Schuyler Exposed.

It is im portant for every  Negro w orker to take note that, w henever the 
A m erican and other white capitalists have som e dirty task to  perform  in con ­
nection  with Negro countries like Haiti and Liberia, they always secure the services 
of some b lack  lickspittle w ho is supposed to be a "b ig ” leader of his race, pay 
him a few  dollars or give hime som e petty o ffice  and thereby get him to do th« 
job for them. The usual po licy  in A m erica  is to  have the President take his 
photo with the Negro in question or have a glass of tea, and the w hole betrayal 
is settled. W hile in the British Empire, the King on the recom m ondation  of the 
colon ia l governor con fers som e title upon the N egro lackey, and he w ill be  pre­
pared to  surrender his peop le  and country to  the imperialists. France also 
pursues a similar policy  as in the case of Blaise Diagne, the Senegalese Under 
Secretary for the colonies.



George Schuyler, the w ell-know n  Negro reform ist newspaper correspondent, 
w ho poses b efore  the oppressed masses of his race in A m erica  as one of their 
most "rad ica l'' leaders, to-da,y stands like Dr. Johnson/ exposed  as a mere 
dem agogue, phrase-m onger and fraud, w ho delights in making " le ft” speeches 
about "N egro freedom ” , "the liberation  of the w orking class” and things of the 
sort, but does nothing to a ctively  aid in carrying on the struggle against A m erican 
imperialism. Behind this kind of " le ft”  dem agogue, Schuyler has been  able to 
mislead certain sections of the Negro m iddle-class youth in A m erica in supporting 
his petty shop-keeping schem es, but his le ce n t conduct in connection  with Liberia 
shows him for what he is, a tout o f  the ruling class o f A m erica  and one of the 
greatest enem ies of the Liberian masses.

Mr. Schuyler has tried his best to help the Firestone Co. to fasten its strangle­
hold over one and a half million b lack  men, w om en and children in A frica . L et us 
see how this lickspittle  played his part.

Som e months ago, Schuyler was sent to Liberia by  a group of white capitalist 
newspapers, ch ief among J. P. M organ ’s “New York Evening Post” , for the 
purpose o f com pleting the task which his bed -fe llow , Dr, Johnson, started earlier 
in the year.

A s to be  exp ected  of a typical m iddle-class phrasemonger, charlatan and 
bom bast, Schuyler continued to whitewash the Firestone Co. o f its crim e against 
the oppressed masses o f Liberia. The good ly  gentleman was so hypnotized by 
what he considered  an im portant journalistic mission for W all street bankers, that 
all he cou ld  see was the m isdeeds o f a handful o f native politicians like President 
King and his gang, w ho after all, w ere the henchmen of Firestone.

The A m ericans now  consider the tim e favorable to prepare the w ay for open 
annexation of Liberia, so their schem e .is to m obilize the public opinion of the 
so -ca lled  civ ilized  w orld  —  by this they mean the other im perialist nations —  and 
have them b elieve  that the A m erican  capitalists are m ore humane than the 
Liberian ruling class, and therefore justified to  take over the full administration of 
the country in order to "safeguard" the interest o f one and a half million natives 
w ho inhabit the hinterland, and w ho form the source of labour supply for Mr. 
F irestone and the other European imperialists w ho own plantations in the Congo, 
Fernando Po, and the Guinea Coast.

This is an old  im perialist trick. But such is the stupidity of the man, G eorge 
Schuyler, the lack ey  and intellectual prostitute of Messrs. Firestone and Co. that 
he is unable to see through the w hole nefarious schem e of his masters.

The capitalist proprietors and editors of the ‘‘New York Evening Post , the 
leading propagandists of A m erican  im perialist expansion in A frica , w ere so pleased 
with the slanderous articles o f "U ncle  T om " Schuyler, especia lly  his glorification 
of F irestone’s love  and kindness for the A fricans (strange Firestone's philantropic 
reputation among his white slaves in his rubber factories in A kron, Ohio, is still 
to be d iscovered  by  Mr. Schuyler!), that they gave the w idest publicity to the 
articles, not only in their ow n press, but they found N egro reformist papers like 
the "Pittsburgh C ourier" base enough to publish this kind of imperialist propa­
ganda against a little Negro state.

This again shows us how depraved and bankrupt the vast majority of Negro 
newspaper editors are. They will sell them selves and the masses for a few  crumbs 
from  their overlords under the be lie f that they are supplying their readers with 
' new s". This is just how  Schuyler tries to cover  up his treachery.

N ow  what is the purpose of this vicious campaign o f lies carried on against 
this little Negro rep u b lic?  On the one hand, the A m erican  capitalist press is trying 
to free Firestone of all responsibility for the w idespread existence of forced



labour in Liberia, and on the other, supporting the A m erican  capitalists in A frica  
by pointing to their moral obligation  of setting them selves up as self appointed 
trustees like Great Britain.

This in brief is the w hole m otive back  of all the dirty w ork started by the 
investigation com m ission and endorsed be the renegate and ‘ 'socialist” , G eorge 
Schuylcr.

America supported by League ol Nations

The stage is fast being set for the final enslavem ent of Liberie. The next step 
will witness the open  annexation of the country as a co lon y  of Y ankee imperialism 
under the guise of a mandate. A lread y some of the leading pow ers in the League 
of Nations have indicated their willingness to approve of such an step by  Am erica, 
notwithstanding the fact that L iberia is a m em ber of the league, while A m erica  
is not.

For exam ple, in a symposium on Liberia published in “W est African Review” 
(August 1931) —  an organ of British im perialism —  we quote the follow ing illu­
minating excerpts which should tend to rem ove any doubts from  the minds of the 
most naive peop le  like Mr. Schuyler, concerning the attitude of the white im peria­
list pow ers tow ards this land of the blacks.

The Right Hon. W . G. O rm sby-G ore, M. P. U nder-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in the late Conservative G overnm ent, writes:

"I hold very strongly that the European Pow ers, and particularly G reat Bri­
tain, must keep  out of Liberia and decline to take any responsibility w hatsoever. 
The real responsibility already rests, and must continue to rest, on the G overn ­
ment and people of the United States of A m erica. Rule in Liberia is exercised  
exclusively  b y  A m erican N egroes sent there, established, financed and suppor­
ted by the U nited States. The United States in general, and the Firestone Com­
pany in particular have, de facto, a complete stranglehold over the country, 
(emphasis mine —  G. P.) The financial adviser to the Liberian Governm ent has 
always been an Am erican. Only one G overnm ent has the P ow er to e ffect reform, 
and that is the G overnm ent of the U nited States —  and having all the pow er 
and all the assets in its con trol it, eo ipso, has the responsibility ."
Sir A lfred  Sharpe, K. C. M. G,, a British Colonial G overnor, says:

"T here is only one rem edy, and that is for Liberian territory to be  taken over 
by one of the white nations (emphasis mine —  G. P.) and put in proper order. 
W ho is to do this? It com es dow n to a question of A m erica  or England. There 
is only one other nation which might be said to be  interested, individually, in 
Liberia, and that is France, for the reason that she w ould l.ke to have a right 
of way from her own hinterland oi French-G uinea across Liberian territory, 
to a port on the Liberian coast.

A m erica  is interested, firstly, from the fact that the United States w ere 
responsible for the creation  of this Black R epublic, and secondly, owing to their 
large financial interests there, the Firestone Rubber Company, and the loans 
made from America." (emphasis mine —  G. P.)

Mr. R. C. F. Maugham, C. B. E., w ho from 1913 to 1920 was His British 
M ajesty's C onsul-G eneral in Liberia, has the open affrontry to remark:

“That Liberia should longer be permitted to remain an independent Republic 
is neither mors nor less than a scandal which the League should lose no time in 
bringing to an end. It may safely be said that Liberians as a w hole cannot be 
entrusted with the governance of betw een  one and tw o millions o f helpless 
Africans, nor should a division of the W est A frican  coast lands, situated betw een  
two progressive colonies, be  perm itted longer to stagnate in their unworthy,



incapable hands. That being the case, the administration of the country should 
be removed from their control, and handed by the League, under Mandate, to one 
or other of the great colonising powers." (emphasis mine —  G, P.}

Yes, Mr. Schuyler and you other bankrupt and philistine misleaders of the 
A m erican  Negro masses, the proletarians of all lands will number you among 
those hangmen w ho helped the Y ankee bankers to tie the final knot around the 
necks of the Liberian w orking class.

Now, what do the above quotations p rove?  They clearly  expose the conscious 
po licy  of the capitalist pow ers to deprive Liberia o f her sovereignty and to in ­
tensify the exploitation  of the toiling masses of the country. Here again, we see 
the open rob b er-p o licy  of the League of Nations w hich does not even make the 
usual diplom atic pretence of defending Liberia, but rather, is prepared to support 
A m erica , a non-m em ber, in stealing the territory of a m em ber state.

This only shows the Negro masses and the w orking class in general the real 
character of the League —  a com bination  of pow erfu l imperialist pow ers dom ina­
ted by England, France and Japan, w hose sole purpose is to pounce dow n upon 
w eaker nations, enslave the colon ia l and semi colon ia l masses of China and 
A frica  and steal every  foot o f land from defenseless peop les and plan intervention 
in Soviet Russia. This is the only purpose for the existence of the League of 
Nations.

Workers Defend Liberia

The present situation in Liberia calls for the most determ ined struggle on the 
part of the international w orking class, especially the proletariat in A m erica, 
against the ruthless exploitation  of the A m erican capitalists in A frica.

The Liberian situation clearly  shows that w hatever might be the contradictions 
and jealousies betw een  the im perialist pow ers of Europe and A m erica, when it 
concerns A frica  and the Negrt) masses they are prepared to arrive at some com ­
mon agreem ent for dividing the spoils and maintaining their dom ination over the 
A frican  masses.

There is only one force  that the imperialists are afraid of, and that is the 
organised w orking class and toiling peasantry of A frica , which, with support of the 
revolutionary w orking class m ovem ent of Europe and A m erica  alone can defeat 
and shatter the imperialist aims of A m erican and League-of-N ations imperialism.

The Negro Workers' Congress Prediction True.

A lready at the first Congress of the International Conference of Negro W or­
kers held in Hamburg, Germ any, in July 1930, the attention of the Negro toiling 
masses throughout the w orld  was ca lled  to the danger of Liberia being deprived 
of the little freedom  which it still enijoys b y  becom ing an open slave colony of 
A m erica, like the Philippines and P orto R ico, where there is not the slightest 
pretense of independence.

Furtherm ore, the Congress in a special resolution adopted against imperialism 
pointed out the diplom acy of the white im perialists in using the Negro national 
reform ist leaders —  like M arcus G arvey, Blaise Diagne of Senegal, Dr. Du Bois, 
W illiam  Pickens, W alter W hite of the National A ssociation  for the Advancem ent 
o f C olored P eople, Randolph, Schuyler, K elly M iller, Dr. M oton, Oscar de Priest 
and others —  as their agents in paving the way for increasing attacks upon the 
standard of life o f the Negro masses.

The Congress ca lled  upon the N egro w orkers not only of Liberia but the Uni­
ted States, the W est Indies and other colon ies to rally to the defence of the



national independence of the last b lack  state in W est A frica . In view  of the in­
creasing danger which threatens Liberia, it becom es the im m ediate duty of the 
Negro w orkers and their class-conscious white brothers, and all sincere and honest 
fighters against imperialism to organize protest mass meetings and dem onstrate 
their solidarity with the Liberian w orking class against A m erican imperialism, the 
League of Nations and their b lack  lackeys.

E very opportunity must also be taken to expose the w hole system of forced  
labour, slavery, unem ploym ent, starvation, oppressive taxation, and official ter­
rorism, which exists in the British, French, Belgian colon ies, in South A frica , 
Kenya, Angola , M ozam bique, and S outh -W est-A frica , linking up the struggles 
of the Liberian masses with those of other parts of A frica  w ho suffer even more 
terribly under the brutal whips of European slave masters.

What the Workers of Liberia must do

The very first task which stands b efore  the w orkers, especia lly  the seamen 
and dockers in the coast ports of Liberia, such as M onrovia, G reat Bassa, is to 
organize them selves into trade unions as the basis for the developm ent of a broad 
mass anti-im perialist m ovem ent; for only in this w ay will the Liberian w orkers 
be able to defend their econom ic interests and carry on the struggle for im pro­
ving their political and social conditions.

The Liberian w orkers must not 
put faith in the A m erico-L iberian  
politicians, whether True W higs 
or so-ca lled  opposition  P eople 's  
Party. These fakers, in the face  of 
the growing indignation and p ro ­
test o f the masses against the 
foreign imperialists and the native 
oppressors, will try to deceive 
them with radical phrases, only to 
betray them as King and his 
handmen.

The w orkers must depend only 
upon them selves. They must d e ­
velop  leaders from  the ranks of 
their class. P eop le  w ho feel o p ­
pression and exploitation, and will 
not desert the struggle or be 
bribed  by  the capitalists.

Native worker collecting  rubber on one of 
F irestone’s Plantations

The International Trade Union 
Committee of Negro Workers will 
give its fullest support to the 
toiling masses of Liberia in build­
ing up an militant trade union 
m ovem ent which alone will gua­
rantee an uncom prom ising struggle 
against Y ankee Imperialism and 
the native exploiting class of 
capitalists, landlords and slave 
holding officials.



Forced Labour under the British Flag
In view  of the vicious cam paign of lies and slanders organized and carried on 

by the im perialist nations against the little N egro-republic o f Liberia, it is ne­
cessary for the white w orkers in Europe and A m erica to know  a few  facts about 
forced labour under the British flag,

England, h ow ever, is not an exception . A ll of the colon ial governm ents in 
A frica  apply the system of forced  labour in their colon ies. For exam ple, in the 
French and Belgian Congo, hundreds of thousands o f peasants are being driven 
away from  their farms, co llected  together by  the native soldiers under European 
officers and m arched away to the mines and big plantations where they are com ­
pelled  to w ork for little or no wages.

The same system applies to the Portuguese and Spanish territories of A n ­
gola, M ozam bique, the island of. San Tom e, and Fernando Po where thousands of 
natives from ail over the W est A frican  coast are being held as slaves on the cocoa  
plantations.

H ow ever, it is in connection  with the British Empire that w e want to speak, for 
the ruling class of England and their colon ia l agents and missionaries tried to 
create the im pression that the A fricans and W est Indians have no reason to 
com plain, for England grants her subjects m ore ,,justice" and "liberty" than any 
other nation. A ll o f which are lies, as the follow ing facts will show. Let those 
w ho defend imperialism and justify the oppression  of the colon ia l masses deny 
these facts.

Indentured Labour.

Forced labour for public works —  roads, railways and ‘ emergencies is 
legalised by the British Government in India, East Africa, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Cyprus, the Cameroons, the W est Indies, Australasia and Oceania.

Indentured labour —  by which native w orkers and coo lies  are transported 
from their homes to w ork on long-term  contracts for nom inal wages, which they 
do not rece iv e  until the end of their term —  is em ployed by  British capitalists in 
Australasia, O ceania, M alaya and many parts of A frica , the W est Indies and 
British Guinea.

In South A frica  the 211,600 native w orkers em ployed in the mines are herded 
into com pounds and obliged to w ork out long-term  contracts at starvation rates 
of pay. They are seperated from  their w ives and only a llow ed out of the com ­
pounds at certain hours.

On the farms ow ned by Europeans, w here 2,000,000 South A fricans are driven 
to work, wom en and children are bound to the farmers for 365 days a year; on 
some of the farms often  no w ages at all are paid; w here wages are paid they are 
as low  as 2s a month.

East Africans Finger Printed

The official report of the Kenya Native Affairs Department (East Africa) for 
1929 shows that 11,437 Africans were called up by the Government during the 
year for forced labour for a total period of 108,113 days.

In addition 22,728 ab le -bod ied  male natives w ere engaged by  recruiters to 
w ork for white em ployers on w ritten contracts of service for periods of from 8 to 
12 months.

A n y w orker leaving his em ploym ent before  the agreed term —  how ever much 
he may be flogged, k icked  and starved by  the em ployer —  is punished by  law 
and sent to a detention camp, where he is em ployed on unpaid w ork and from 
which he is also frequently drafted to do unpaid w ork on the docks or railways.



The w hole of the land of K enya —  245,000 square miles —  has been taken 
from the native inhabitants and declared  to be  the property of the British Crown 
-— that is, of the 10,300 white inhabitants.

The 2,500,000 A fricans are forbidden  by law to live anywhere excep t in the 
overcrow ded  native “ reserves" unless they are working for a white em ployer.

Every African is forced to carry a pass with his finger-prints on it, so that he 
can be readily caught if he escapes from his employment.

The average w age of an A frican  w orker is 6s. to 12s. a month; com pulsory 
labour on the K enya railways is pain «:t a rate o f 14s. a month and "voluntari 
labour”  at 16s. a month.

The principle of taxing the native inhabitant so highly that he is forced to 
leave the land and work for a white employer is, in fact, universal throughout 
the British Empire.

West Africans worked to Death

In the Cameroons (W est A frica ), taken by the French and Britain from G er­
many after the war, forced  labour is the ch ief source of supply for the co ffee  and 
other plantations, where 20,000 labourers are em ployed.

T hey are recruited by  the chiefs and headsmen of the villages, assigned to the 
British com panies who own the plantations, and given a w age of 10 cents a day.

In consequence of which, the vast majority on the W est A frican  w orkers are 
underfed, while infant mortality is very great, especially  in Nigeria.

Those who work in the timber industry of the Bevin River territory are not 
paid regular wages, but merely supplied with a little food —  rice and salted fish.

A t the end of six months the British tim ber contractors give the men a few 
yards of cloth and a few  shillings and send them back  to their villages more dead 
than alive.

In India, ev id ence given before  the W hitley Commission has shown not only 
that forced  labour is openly in operation  in many of the Native States (whose 
rulers w ere rece ived  with such delight by  Mr. Ram say M acD onald at the Round 
Table C onference), but that on the tea plantations the w orkers are "practica lly  
slaves and w ork under the threat o f the w hip." ("L iberty", A pril 10.)

Such is the system which the British workers and their children as w ell as the 
N egroes in A frica  and W est Indies are exp ected  to  pay homage to on Empire Day. 
The colonial masses must ob ject to their children being fed on this kind of loyalty 
propaganda to an Empire which holds them as slaves.

Down with the British slave system!
Long live the freedom of the African and other Colonial toilers!

Colonial Masses in Revolt
The End of the Labour Government

The so -ca lled  Labour Governm ent, the agents of British imperialism, has met 
with a smashing defeat by the National G overnm ent of die-hard conservatism .

M acDonald, the socialist hangman o f the British w orkers and the most 
oppressive agent of the colon ial masses of India and A frica , now stands exposed 
as one o f the greatest enemies o f the British and colon ia l w orking class.

M acD onald's betrayal o f the British w orkers has not only brought the Labour 
Party to destruction, but he has payed the w ay for British imperialism to carry



on its b loody  po licy  of terror and massacre in the colon ies under the banner of
a fascist National Governm ent.

T herefore, it was not surprising that during the elections none of the capitalist 
parties —  Labour, Liberial, or C onservative, dared to raise the question of India 
and Colonial Policy. Only the Communist Party proclaim ed the right of the 
colon ia l peop le  for self determination.

Neither the National Government nor the Labour Party “Opposition of 
Henderson dare bring the colonial question into the open.

Their solutions for every issue —  whether unem ploym ent, finance, foreign 
trade or the balancing of the Budget —  depend basically on holding the colonies 
in subjection and increasing the tribute wrung from them by the British ruling class.

But the Empire crisis and the revolt o f the colon ial peoples, faring up again 
and again in ever greater dimensions, exp oses the precariousness and im possibility 
of this basis.

The recent news from  the colon ies alone is a warning signal o f com ing events.

Uprising in Cyprus.

On a small scale Cyprus is a typical exam ple of British imperialist rule in
the colon ies. ,

The w orkers in the mines, the peasants in the fields are ruthlessly oppressed 
for the benefit o f British imperialism. "D em ocra tic" G overnm ent is non-existent. 
Strikes are a criminal o ffen ce. The Press is throttled b y  specia l legislation.

Nevertheless, a mass revolt has broken out against British imperialism. In this 
revolt the w orkers and peasants have com e forw ard under the leadership of the 
Communist Party.

In spite of the fact that the Party is, to  all intents and purposes, illegal, and 
its newspaper suppressed, it leads the fight for the com plete independence of 
Cyprus.

New Struggles in Indies.

From  India com es news of a gathering storm. The special correspondent of the 
"D aily  M ail" says the conditions of the peasants are "undeniably desperate", and 
the Congress extrem ists are planning a new revolt.

A  new struggle is arising in India. The present news means that the Indian 
landlords and capitalists, acting through the Indian National Congress, have failed 
in their endeavour to break and disperse the mass movement.

The Round T able C onference of Princes and flunkeys, with Gandhi put as 
the central figure to dece ive  the masses, stands exp osed  as a dev ice  for streng­
thening the stranglehold of British im perialism in India.

The Congress has surrendered the struggle for independence. But the masses 
of w orkers and peasants are already moving forw ard outside it under their own 
leadership.

The lesson of the M eerut trial and the message of the im prisoned working- 
class leaders are bringing forw ard the mass struggle against British imperialism 
to a new stage.

Terror in Ireland.

In Ireland British imperialism acts through the terror regirtte oi the Free
State” murder gang.

A  new law known as the Public Safety Act gives the po lice  the full pow er to 
arrest and detain anyone on suspicion of misbehaviour, "actual or contem plated , 
and to require any individual to give full particulars of his m ovements and actions 
over stated periods.



They may enter and search any house without a warrant.
The old pretence of capitalist law  that a man is treated as innocent until he 

is proved guilty is openly throw n overboard .
Not only are all politica l offenders to be  tried by special M ilitary Tribunals 

with pow er to inflict the death penalty, but these trials w ill be  conducted  in 
secret, and any newspaper publishing an account of such a trial will be  fined (for 
a first o ffence) £1,000.

This new  reign of terror has been  launched in the hope of crushing the growing 
revolutionary spirit of the Irish w orkers at a time of desperate crisis for capitalism.

The econom ic crisis in Ireland is a part o f the crisis throughout the British 
Empire, and the capitalist G overnm ent o f the Irish Free State is acting in con ­
junction with the Imperialist G overnm ent of Britain in im posing a new  dictatorship.

Ireland is still bound to Britain, not m erely b y  the tribute she has to provide 
—  the loans and annuities by which she is still paying off British landlords, officials 
and police. She is also bound by  the other provisions of the Treaty which gave 
her "Dom inion status” .

The "d e fen ce " of the Irish Free State, for instance, is Britain's responsibility; 
in time of war or "strained relations", the Free State must give harbour and any 
other facilities the British G overnm ent requires.

Peasant Unrest in Africa.

The peasant masses of W est A frica  are organizing and fighting against the 
oppressive taxation  po licy  of the Governm ent. R evolts have already broken  out 
among the peasants of Southern Nigeria, in the course of which the white officials, 
then responsible to the Labour G overnm ent, open ly  shot dow n over fourty un­
armed women, many of whom  w ere pregnant, while others had children in their 
arms. Since then, an uprising occu red  in the Kam bia district o f Sierra Leone, where 
the peasants refused to pay taxes due to the crisis and the great depreciation  in 
the value of their produce. Here again soldiers w ere set to shoot dow n the natives 
under the excuse that their ieader, Haidra, was a M ohamm edan fanatic preaching 
disloyalty among the natives. Demonstrations and revolts against taxation are 
taking place every  where in W est A frica .

Despite this reign of terror, the A frican  and other colon ia l peop les are deter­
mined to carry on the fight for national freedom  from the yoke of the British 
overlords.

Empire going to the Dogs.

The British Em pire is going dow n in ruin and collapse.
The revolt of the millions of subject peoples is the rock on which the whole 

policy of the imperialist Labour Party is being shattered.
The alternative to sacrifice  and starvation for British w orkers is not the 

"m obilizing of foreign investm ents" (as the Trade Union Congress proposes) or 
balancing the Budget by squeezing the colon ial w orkers and peasants, but the 
ending of the Empire system in solidarity with the struggle for freedom  of the 
exploited  colon ia l peoples.

The growing revolt in the colon ies is a bulwark for the struggle of the 
British w orkers. It is a guarantee of v ictory  against the rule of plundering, para­
sitic British imperialism.

Support the Colonial Struggles.

Therefore, the British w orkers must support the struggle for the removal of 
the murderous forces of imperialism from the colonies, for the rights of working-



class and peasant organizations, for the confiscation of imperialist property by the 
revolutionary workers, ior the division of the big estates among the poor peasants 
and for the repudiation of imperialist debts.

Only in this w ay can the w orkers of Britain and the colon ial masses free 
them selves from  the im perialist chains of M acD onald and the National Government.

The Congo Uprising
By H UISW OOD.

O nce again revolt is sw eeping the Belgian Congo. In 1925, again in 1928 
the revolt o f the native masses was ruthlessly drow ned in b lood  by  Belgian 
imperialism. But despite the slaughter, the terrible oppression of the native 
masses of the Congo has once m ore forced  them into revolt.

The econom ic crisis in the w orld  o f capitalism has greatly intensified the 
already existing crisis in the Congo. For exam ple, the Union Miniere du 
Katanga, which exploits seven  cop per mines, one iron mine, tw o tin mines and one 
radium mine, as w eil as several quarries, where over 20 thousand miners are 
em ployed, has greatly reduced production , with the result that the majority of the

W hile Gandhi is in London betraying the Indian masses, the British police  are 
shooting and beating up the w orkers in Bom bay and other towns



w orkers have been  thrown on the streets to starve. No form of socia l insurance 
exists in the Congo.

The same situation prevails in the coa l mines of the Luena C olliery Company, 
the tin mines of U pper Luapula district and the diam ond works of the Forminiere 
Company, in Kosai, where som e 30.000 natives w ere form erly em ployed. A ll of 
the agricultural com panies have also laid off hundreds of thousands of agricultural 
workers. This has created a starvation situation especially  in the districts, where 
Lever Brothers hold tremendous palm Kernel concessions. A d d ed  to this, the 
peasants are unable to sell their crops and other raw products co llected  in the 
forests.

The great mass o f natives who w ere driven from the lands to make w ay for 
the plantations of the Belgian and British imperialists and their social dem ocratic 
agents are now  helplessly herded together into the cities without jobs. Their 
plight is extrem ely miserable. A dd ed  to starvation, disease is playing havoc with 
the masses.

W ithout any hope of unem ployed relief, and faced  with the additional burden 
o f still having to pay taxes to the governm ent, the w orkers have been goaded into 
desperation and have openly revolted  against their oppressors. Even some of the 
chiefs, the traditional agents of the imperialists who are still being com pelled  to 
squeeze taxes out of the w orkers who have absolutely no means of paying, have 
joined the revolt which is spreading from the cities into the villages and across 
the frontiers, into the French Congo and Angola.

The heaviest fighting betw een  the revolutionary forces and the governm ent 
troops took place in Kosai province, w here 4000 natives, armed with m uzzle- 
loading riffles smuggled info the Congo, defended the native villages against o v e r­
whelming forces armed with the most modern dev ices of warfare. F ierce fighting 
also occu rred  in the Kikuit district of Kwango, where the natives, unable to obtain 
arms w ere forced  to fight for days with b ow  and arrows, but were 
finally overw helm ed by the military and their huts burnt to the ground after the 
villagers had retreated into the surrounding territory. It has been estim ated that 
over 300 natives w ere m assacred in this encounter. A  Belgian official named 
H allot and a few  soldiers w ere killed by the insurgents.

In the Tukusu district, the peasants under ch ief Misugu had an encounter with 
310 soldiers under European officers and drove them back  for over tw o w eeks 
before they w ere forced  to surrender due to lack of ammunition.

Despite the butchery carried on by the Belgian soldiers against the natives, 
they have not yet been able to com pletely  subdue all o f the rebellions districts. 
New sections of the country are joining the revolutionary forces daily. A ccord in g  
to the radios rece ived  by the Brussels paper “Soir”, new revolts have again broken 
out in the K wango district, where three trading factories, ow ned by the Kosai 
Company, have been  burnt dow n by the rebels who are also attacking the Catholic 
missionaries, the religious agents of the Belgian capitalists and socia l dem ocratic 
concession  holders w ho have millions of francs invested in the Congo. Only the 
communists and the revolutionary trade unions in Belgium have shown solidarity 
with the A frican  workers, by exposing the terrible exploitation  of the natives and 
dem onstrating in support o f the revolt.

The Belgian imperialists are trying their best to crush the rising tide of 
rebellion, but the revolts of the native masses in A frica  today have far greater 
possibilities of success than ever before . They com e at a time when a Soviet 
Governm ent has been established in China; when the Indian masses are in motion 
against the blood-th irsty British imperialists and when the w orking masses in the 
imperialist countries are taking up the counter-offensive against the starvation 
programme of w orld capitalism.



North Africa in Revolt.

A ll North A frica  is also rep orted  in revolt against the mass misery and star­
vation which is becom ing ever m ore intense by  reason of the deepening agrarian 
crisis. It is reported  that in French, Italian and Spanish North A frica , European 
troops assisted by  native contingents drawn from other sections of A frica , are 
carrying on a b lood y  cam paign in an effort to stem the widening revolutionary 
upsurge.

In Tunisia, a French Colony, desperate attacks have been  made by the native 
tribes upon the European settlements. The treacherous agreem ent made by A b d - 
el-K rim  has been  repudiated by the natives.

The Fascist G overnm ent of M ussolini is using tanks, heavy artillery, airo- 
planes and all the m odern means against the A frican  revolutionists. The 
censorship is extrem ely rigid. E very attempt is being made to prevent news of 
the uprising filtering into other parts of A frica  as this w ill inspire the natives of 
other sections to take up arms.

Negro Workers Starving in Cuba
By CH ARLES A L E X A N D E R  (Trinidad).

A m ong the colon ies of A m erican im perialism in the C aiibbees where the 
w orkers are subjected  to the most ruthless terror and oppression, Cuba looms 
most outstanding. W ith an industry mainly sugar producing, with thousands of 
workers, not only native Cubans, but a large percentage com posed of Negro 
w orkers from the W est Indian Islands, the w orking class of Cuba is met with 
savage repression and outright murder by  president M achado and his henchmen, 
servile agents of A m erican  imperialism, when they show their determ ination to 
organize, unite and fight for im proved conditions.

From nearly all the W est Indian Islands, Negro w orkers emigrate to Cuba. 
The m ajority of them com e from Jam aica, from which island many of them fled 
with the hope o f escaping the cruel oppression  of British imperialism. How often 
their hopes are dashed to p ieces when they realize that A m erican  imperialism is 
equally as oppressive and tyrannical as British.

The great bulk of Negro w orkers of Cuba is em ployed on the sugar plantations. 
There, under the broiling sun, at times many of them dropping from sheer e x ­
haustion, they toil from sunrise to sundown at wages of forty  cents for every one 
hundred pounds of cane cut. W orkers live in m iserable hovels on these plan­
tations. M any are the victim s w ho have fallen prey to disease while making pro­
fits for the im perialist oppressors, and their b lood y  agents of the M achado regime.

Lured by the lying propaganda of the plantation ow ners of Cuba, Negro w ork­
ers tom e from B arbadoes, St. V incent, Trinidad, St. Lucia, Grenada, and other 
W est Indian Islands. Cuba is not the only co lon y  of A m erican  im perialism in the 
Caribbean w here the N egro w orkers find a life o f hell. In Panama the oppression 
and persecution  is intense; in Colom bia, under the dom ination of the United Fruit 
Com pany, they live a life o f misery and torture; while in Honduras, Guatemala, 
and San Salvador, a vicious situation exists. In Haiti, w here the A m erican im­
perialists have rep laced  Borno with an equally servile tool, V incent, the b loody 
massacres of hundreds of Haitian w orkers and peasants in D ecem ber 1929 are still 
fresh in the minds of the toilers. In Venezuela, under the ruthless oppression of 
the G om ez regim e for the past tw enty years, and in the islands under British rule,



a savage reign of terror exists. The island of Trinidad where the N egro workers 
are brutally exp loited  was declared  under martial law in 1914 during a strike of 
longshorem en and rem ained so for a considerable period.

Against this cruel oppression of imperialism in the Caribbees, the Negro 
workers must join in solidarity with the East Indian and white w orkers and carry on 
a united struggle. The determ ination of the w orkers to organize is met with vicious 
repression from the imperialists and maruy revolutionary trade union leaders have 
been murdered b y  the oppressors. In 1925, Henry Varona, outstanding revolutio-

Negro W orkers on sugar plantation in Cuba

nary trade union leader, was murdered by  the M achado governm ent. In 1929, 
Julio Antonio Mella met the same fate in M ex ico  at the hands of the same 
butchers. Sandalio Junco, one o f the ablest N egro trade union leaders, was 
deported to M ex ico  by the M achado governm ent, while hundreds of other w orkers 
have been  arrested, thrown into jails, many o f them are still suddenly disappearing —  
murdered. Seven w orkers have just been  deported  to Spain for their militant 
activities.

The only w ay by which the Negro w orkers oi the W est Indies can hope to 
im prove their standard of life is through organization and struggle. They must begin 
to build trade unions on the principle of the revolutionary class programme.

A ll W est Indian w orkers and labor organizations in the Caribbean islands are 
invited to w rite to the International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers, 
which will render them every possible assistance in developing their labor 
movement.



The Anti-Imperialist Movement

Resolution of the League Against Imperialism.
The follow ing is a part of the P olitica l Resolution adopted by  the E xecutive 

Com mittee of the League against Imperialism at its Session in Berlin on 
June 2nd, 1931.

The resolution deals with the growing anti-imperialist revolts of the colonial 
masses in Asia, A frica , Latin-A m erica, and other colon ial and sem i-colonial 
countries.

A ll Negro w orkers, farmers, students and revolutionary intellectuals in A frica  
and the W est Indies, are invited to w rite to the International Secretariat o i the 
League against Imperialism, 24 Friedrichstrasse, Berlin, or to the British section of 
the League, 23 Great Ormond Street, London W . C. 1, or to the International Trade 
Union Committee of Negro Workers, 8 Rothesoodstrasse, Hamburg, Germany, for 
literature and full inform ation on the aims and programm e of the League.

The International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers endorses this 
resolution and calls upon the w orkers of Europe and A m erica  throughout the world 
to support the anti-im perialist struggles of the A frican, W est Indian and other 
colonial peoples.

Growing Anti-Imperialist Revolt of Colonial Masses,

a) Asia.

The struggle of all the oppressed peop les to release themselves from the 
yoke of imperialism has increased trem endously in strength and extent. In China 
millions of peasants under the leadership of the w orking class have form ed their 
ow n armies and are now carrying on a heroic struggle against the forces of the 
counter-revolutionary Kuom intang and against the im perialists. The magnificent 
struggle of the Chinese w orkers and peasants for national independence, for the 
land, and for political pow er shows all other oppressed and exp loited  peoples the 
on ly w ay to victory  in the struggle against imperialism.

In India the masses of the peop le  are beginning to realise that em ancipation 
from the yok e  o f British im perialism cannot be won with the treacherous tactics 
o f passivity and non-violence, cannot be  w on by  com ing to com prom ises with the 
enemy. The w orking class in India is beginning to use the w eapon of the mass 
strike. It is beginning to understand that a united front o f hundreds of millions 
must be organized together with the broad masses of the toiling peasantry against 
British imperialism. Am ongst the revolutionary youth and the revolutionary 
intellectuals there is a growing opposition  to Gandhism and to "le ft-w in g" social 
reformism. A nd at the same time there is an increasing tendency to take up 
a really revolutionary attitude tow ards British imperialism.

The oppressed masses of Indo-China kre fighting desperately in the forem ost 
ranks of the great anti-im perialist struggle and showing a magnificent front against 
the fearful white terror w aged against them by French imperialism.

The revolutionary anti-imperialist struggle is surging higher and higher in 
Egypt, Palestine, M arocco , Tripoli, Syria, A lgeria  and all other Arabian  countries. 
Italian fascism has su cceeded  in slaughtering tens of thousands of insurrectionary 
A rabs in Tripoli, but it has not succeeded  in breaking their fighting spirit. The 
revolutionary insurrection of the masses of the A rab  peop le  in Spanish M arocco



and its b loody suppression by  the provisional governm ent of the bourgeois 
lepublicans and the Spanish socialists represents only the beginning o£ fresh 
struggles in this section  of A rabian territory.

Despite the brutal regim e of terror established by Japanese imperialism, the 
colonial peoples under the Japanese yoke are conducting a heroic struggle for 
freedom . In Form osa there w as an insurrection of the native tribes against the 
Japanese oppressors.

The w orkers of the Philippine Islands have now  form ed their ow n revolu tio­
nary w orking class party and under its leadership they are taking up the struggle 
for freedom  from  the yoke of A m erican  imperialism.

D espite the banishment of thousands of Indonesian national-revolutionary 
fighters against Dutch imperialism, mass dem onstrations are taking place  in Indo­
nesia under the banner of the struggle for national freedom  from the yoke of 
Dutch imperialism.

b) The Negro Masses.

In South A frica , M adagascar, Kenya Colony, Gambia, Nigeria, the French and 
Belgian Congo, G uadeloupe, Honduras, San Domingo, the N egro masses have taken 
up arms in the struggle against imperialism. In South A frica  in particular the 
m ovem ent has reached the state of a conscious class struggle on the part of the 
white and coloured  w orkers (unem ployed w orkers ’ dem onstrations, the M ay Day 
demonstrations, strikes, etc.). N ew  excep tion a l laws, the increasingly frequent 
confiscation  of te land of the natives, the intensified terroristic measures of the 
white slaveholders, the new w ave of terror, lynching and persecutions in the 
United States have been unable to stem the rising tide of the Negro struggle for 
em ancipation from colon ial imperialism. N ew  and trem endous reserves are w heel­
ing into the anti-imperialist fighting front.

c) Latin America.

In the countries o f Latin A m erica  the anti-im perialist struggle of the w orkers 
and peasants against the "revolutionary” m ovem ents organized by various groups 
of capitalists and landowners and their generals, aimed at nothing further than 
replacing one system of im perialist oppression  by another. The ceaselessly grow ­
ing m ovem ent of the masses directs its b low s im partially and with equal sharpness 
against both British and A m erican  imperialism.

The fighting in South and Central A m erica , the interventions in China, the 
support of the Kuomintang governm ent by  the U nited States of A m erica, the 
barbaric m ediaevel persecutions of the Negroes, the slave relations existing in the 
southern States, etc., show the real face  of predatory dollar imperialism.

The E xecutive Com m ittee of the League against Imperialism sends its fraternal 
greetings to the heroic fighters for the freedom  of Nicaragua who have defied 
Am erican im perialism w eapon in hand for three years.

The E xecutive Com m ittee denounces the crim es of the M exican  fascist 
governm ent which is the perfidious instrument of A m erican  imperialism and which 
does not hesitate to organize massacres of the w orking people. The E xecutive 
Committee considers the struggles which are at present taking place  in Honduras 
(great unem ployed w orkers' dem onstrations) and in Cuba (mass strikes) to be very 
important factors in the developm ent of the anti-im perialist struggle. The E xecu ­
tive Com mittee considers that the necessary conditions for the form ation of 
League sections as mass organizations are present everyw here in the countries of 
Latin A m erica  and appeals for new efforts to w iden the mass basis of the anti- 
’ mperialist struggle.



Insurrections and mass m ovem ents are taking place  in Egypt, Syria, Palestine. 
China, India, Indo-China, M arocco , A frica  and Latin-Am erica. The terrible 
pressure exerted  by capitalist imperialism and the severity of the struggle in the 
most im portant colon ia l countries are leading m ore and m ore to the hegemony of 
the w orking class, the most energic and daring section  of the masses, in the 
struggle of the oppressed nations against imperialism. The working class is the 
binding factor in the great united front of the oppressed peop les against colonialism .

Increased Imperialist Exploitation and Political Repression.

The imperialists are straining every  nerve in order to crush the revolutionary 
anti-imperialist m ovem ent for em ancipation. They are attempting to find a way 
out of the w orld  econ om ic crisis, which is a crisis of the w hole capitalist system, 
at the cost o f the oppressed colon ia l peop les by means of increased exploitation 
of the masses. The w orld  econ om ic crisis has trem endously increased the poverty, 
misery and exploitation  of the toiling masses in the colon ia l countries. The world 
econom ic crisis and in particular the agricultural crisis, is nowhere so intense in 
its e ffects  as in the colon ia l countries, where the frightful effects of the agrarian 
crisis reduces millions and millions to the point of starvation. Slave labour and 
forced  labour are becom ing to an ever increasing extent essentials of the im peria- 
lis co lon ia l regim e. The masses of the peasantry are com ing m ore and more into the 
m ovem ent. They are surging up against the fortresses and strongholds of 
imperialism.

The intensification of exploitation  in the colonial countries also effects the 
situation of the toiling masses in the countries of im perialism and increases their 
im poverishment. The result is that it is becom ing clearer and clearer to the 
masses in the im perialist countries that their interests are identical with the vital 
interests of the toiling masses in the colon ia l countries.

Parallel with the increase of econom ic exploitation, the system of political 
oppression  has also been  intensified to a tremendous degree. The least movement 
o f the masses against imperialism, the least attempt to found national-revolutionary 
organisations, or to organize the masses of the w orkers and peasants in trade 
unions, is countered  with increased oppression, imprisonment and even physical 
destruction of tens of thousands of w orkers, peasants and students.

The fascist m ovem ent in all countries, which is conducting a chauvinist 
campaign of race hatred, is an instrument of imperialism for holding dow n the 
revolutionary mass m ovem ent particularly in the colon ial countries (for instance, 
German fascist officers as technical advisers to the hangman Chiang Kai-shek).

Religion in the Service of Imperialism.

The growing indignation of the masses against imperialist oppression causes 
im perialism to  use religious organizations to an increasing extent in its struggle 
against national and socia l em ancipation. This can be seen in the crusade 
organized by the leaders of all the churches (Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
M ohammedan, Hindu, Buddhist and others) against the Soviet Union, and also in 
the w arlike attitude o f the Vatican tow ards the Soviet Union, in the Papal 
E ncyclica l against socialism  and communism, in Gandhi's utilization of religious 
propaganda in India, etc. A ll this, con nected  with the preparations for the 
Eucharistic Congress in Dublin next year, reveals the role of the leaders of religion 
as agents of capitalism and imperialism.

(To be  continued.)



| The Land of Socialist Construction |

Two worlds: Socialism and Capitalism
By Hermann R e m m e 1 e.

To which System Belongs The Future?

T w o econom ic systems, which today dom inate the w orld, stand sharply con ­
fronting one another: the socialist econom ic system in the new world, in the 
Soviet Union, and the capitalist econom ic system in the old world, in the capita­
list countries.

To which system belongs the future? This question is to -d ay  engaging the 
attention of all peop les the w orld  over.

The Soviet system prevails only in one sixth of the w orld  —  and nevertheless 
it already com es forw ard bo ld ly  and challengingly before  all the w orld  with the 
inexorable question: For or against!

A nd here it is not a question m erely of tw o econom ic systems but of tw o w orld 
systems, o f tw o systems of culture, of the ascent of the w hole of the human race 
'o u t  of the realm of necessity into the realm of freedom ” (Friedrich Engels), on 
to the place of free humanity, which will finally and irrevocably  abolish all 
attributes of serfdom  and slavery in order to b ecom e the real master of the world. 
"T he fight for mere individual ex istence is ceasing. T hereby mankind, in a 
certain sense, first passes finally from  the animal w orld , from  the animal con ­
ditions of existence, into real human conditions.”  (Friedrich Engels: Anti-Diihring.)

The longing and hope for the advent of Socialism , for the socialist order of 
society, is as o ld  as oppression and exploitation, serfdom  and slavery, wars and 
crimes o f all sorts —  in fact it has existed ever since class society  existed.

For thousands of years tw o w orld  systems have con fronted one other in the 
thoughts and aims of men: the w orld  of class societies, with all their insane 
barbarities and suffering, the w orld  o f all against all —  and the hoped and longed 
—  for w orld of Freedom , Equality and B rotherhood for all members of the human 
race, the classless society  —  the w orld  of Communism.

That which the millions o f victim s of the w orld  rule of robbers and exploiters 
hoped and longed for, that which the exp loited  and oppressed of the w hole w orld 
a l all times yearned lor, that which the best thinkers of humanity foretold , is to­
day, for the first time in the history of humanity, in the S oviet Union, becom ing 
true, becom ing a reality! That for which millions of men and wom en in all ages 
joyfu lly sacrified for, for which millions have fought and died —  w e to -d ay  see 
tising before  our eyes. It is to-day  being fulfilled for the first time in the history 
of humanity!

T o have accom plished the greatest w orld -h istorical deed  of all times, that is 
the great pride and the greatest merit o f the class which alone can accom plish 
this great h istorical work, the m odern proletariat! No other class in the history 
of the w orld has ever been able to accom plish anything grander and m ore sublime. 
The m odern proletariat is the first representative of humanity freed from barbarism.

The w ork of Socialism in the S oviet Union is the w ork of the m odern w orld 
proletariat, the first stage of the w orld  revolution!

It was the im perishable w ork of the founders of modern Socialism , Karl M arx 
and Friedrich Engels, to bring to birth modern, scientific Socialism. It was the



Russian proletariat which, 14 years ago, under the leadership of its Bolshevist 
Party, under the leadership of the greatest Socialist after M arx and Engels —  
Lenin —  con verted  the lifew ork of M arx and Engels from science into fact. From 
U topia to S cien ce —  from S cien ce  to Fact —  that is the prehistory of socialism.

There is now  com m encing the history of Socialism  itself. Socialist construc­
tion! Socialist econom y! Socialism  in fact! The socialist society ! The socialist 
man! The socialist humanity!

Capitalism On The Decline.

On the one side, gigantic progress which everyone has to admit —  on the 
other side, crisis, bankruptcy, coilapse.

Two ways —  two processes of development are taking place in diam etrical 
antagonism to one another.

In the capitalist world: decline and collapse, decay, bankruptcy and despair, 
millions of unem ployed, misery and poverty  for the masses, hunger in the midst 
of plenty, the million masses in need of everything and at the same time insane 
destruction of vast stores of food, insanity and crim e w herever one looks.

In the socialist world: progress and tremendous developm ent of industry, 
com m erce, transport, agriculture and all branches of production . No unem ploy­
ment, but a shortage of labour pow er. Increase of wealth for all, work and 
bread for all.

In the capitalist world: econ om ic crisis such as the w orld has never seen 
before, bank failures, financial collapses, credit difficulties, inflation, chaos, panic.

In the socialist world: Increasing consolidation, investm ents of thousands of 
millions without any foreign credits or financial assistance, stability o f currency, 
increase of the peop le 's  income.

In the capitalist world: industrial bankruptcies, closing dow n of whole 
industries, shutting of the most m odern factories and works, scrapping of the most 
u p -to-date  machines.

In the socialist world: opening of new factories, setting up of new industries, 
introduction o f the most m odern plant and the em ploym ent of the most modern 
machines, such as are unknown, even in the most developed  capitalist countries

In the capitalist world: agrarian crisis, decline and ruin of the peasantry.
In the socialist world: collectivisation , tremendous im provem ent in the 

conditions of the peasantry.
These are only a few  com parisons:
Two worlds —  two systems —  two processes of development.
World history has opened a new volume. The prehistory of humanity is 

coming to an end. The history of humanity is beginning!

Socialism Marches Forward!

Two worlds stand sharply confronting one another: the capitalist w orld and 
the socialist w orld ! T o  which w orld belongs the future?

This question is to-day already decided!
The ruling classes in the old  capitalist w orld  can cling as much as they like 

to traditions, to habits, to the most m odern means of pow er and systems of 
oppression, to their rights and privileges; all the means of pow er of the ruling 
classes and castes w ill no longer help them: Socialism is on the march! To-day, 
in the year 1931, one can no longer deny or simply scorn and jeer at the pow er, 
the strength and the thousandfold superiority of the socialist system over the 
capitalist system, as our opponents w ere wont to do some years ago. The "m ighty” 
ones of the capitalist w orld  are trem bling before  the advance of Socialist



construction  in the Soviet Union. The m ockery and scorn which they once so 

o f t h e S "  ° n " Phantastic Bolshevist experim ent", have becom e a thing

T h e( ff.ct that the w orst enemies of the w orking class, the enemies of the 
toilers of the w hole w orld are now  com pelled  to take the Soviet system seriously 
and to recogn ize  its successes, is the result not only of the pow erfu l advance of
the13*•? “ nstructl0n- , T ,hls re cognition is before  all en forced  by the fact that

e gigantic, unexam pled progress of socialist econom y in the Soviet Union
synchronises with a terrible, hopeless crisis, with the bankruptcy of the c L u "  ist 
econom ic system. ^ y capitalist

| International News in Brief"")

Facts Worth Knowing
1. Discipline in Navy Blown to Hell.

The strongest support of British imperialism is crumbling. W ithin the British 
navy revoHs against the burdens of the crisis have made themselves felt The 
British G overnm ent attempting to increase its incom e and balance its budget 
declared a 3%  reduction m the salaries of its naval officers, 10% cut for the 
non-com m issioned officers and 2 5%  in the pay of certain classes of the seamen 
Ihese who are worst paid and who are unable to help their suffering familipc tr,

t T e k S l d ^ ^  ^  ^  G ° V ernm ent n o w  seek s  to  shift its bu rd en s upon

c l e a S e toedt h !ti0 n i ° f ° l y  tHe uVag6S ° f the high ly  p a id  o ff ice r s  sh ow ed  v e r yclearly  to the sailors the interest these officers represent and the interest the

nZT7Z\\l Pl°teCtini' THe S3il0rS ° n the H° 0d and the Great Brhain s
bv th .^attleshlPs' str“ ck a^ainst this wage cut and their course was followed by the sailors on other ships. °

j  TH.e S.tr ir en itSelfnWf  a trem endous b low  to the British ruling class which 
indeistands fully w ell the im portance of preventing radical doctrins finding their 

w ay into the armed forces. But the greatest b low  came, when these striking 
sailors sang the revolutionary song Red Flag. H ere was ev id ence that the fo r c f  
that maintains British imperialism in pow er, enabling it to exploit and oppress

reliable. “ d ChineS6’ WaS n°  longer to be considered  entirely

The unrest within the British Navy, may be  m om entarily quelled, but it will

“.Ti."tv ,‘nguf'?r 'w:" b"*k ™* «i,hnear future. I he unrest o f the sailors in the British N avy is part and parcel of 
tl.e unrest seething in the masses of India, A frica  and China against the exp lo i­
tation and oppression of the British ruling class. This unrest will finally express

and p arasites" ^  UPSUfge ^  o v e r th ro w  B rit^ h  im peria lism , its too ls

2. Mass Demonstrations in Grenada.

The G overnm ent of Grenada, one of the three W indw ard Islands, in conse- 
quence of public protests and dem onstrations, has suspended the operation  of 

drastic increases in taxation recently  im posed for the purpose of balancing



the Budget. A ll business firms and shops closed their doors in sign of sympathy 
with the dem onstrators and trade was at a standstill in St. G eorge  s. The G overn ­
ment was com pelled  to can cel its plan in order to prevent a general uprising. 
W orkers in the other Islands must fo llow  this exam ple.

3. Industrial Progress in Russia.

In 1913 Russia occu p ied  the fifth place  in the w orld output o f iron and steel 
In 1931 the U.S.S.R. is surpassing G reat Britain and Germ any, and in 1932 it will 
surpass France and occu p y  second p lace  -  next to the U. S. A  Tsarist Russia 
produced in 1912, 3,500,000 tons of iron and 3,400,000 tons of steel. The So 
Union produces in 1913, 8,000,000 tons of iron and 8,800,000 tons of steel. In 19 -  
it w ill produce 17 millions tons of steel and an equal amount oi iron.

Coal. In the output of coal, Russia occu p ied  in 1913 the fifth p lace  in the wor .
In 1930 the U.S.S.R. exce lled  France, in 1931 it reaches the leve l o f Germ any and 
!n 1932 it will o ccu p y  the third p lace  after the. United States , and1 Great Britain

Oil In 1912 tsarist Russia produced  9,100,000 tons of oil. In 1931 . •
output is 27,600,000 tons. The S ov iet Union has carried out its five-year program 
cf oil production  in 2%  years and is now  occupying the second _ place= after t 
United States. Soviet output of o il is still increasing and nearing the first place

the In m 2  Russia produceci 1,945 million kilow att hours. In 1931 the
U.S.S.R. produces 12,700 million kilow att hours and is about to occu p y  one o le

U. s . S. E. will occupy „  ,h ,
w orld  in the production  of agricultural machinery, leaving the U .S.A., Canada, 
France and Germ any w ay behind.

4. Negro Worker Praises Soviets.

R obert Robinson, a W est Indian N egro w orker who is * m p W * d as a 
m echanic in the Stalingrad T ractor Plant in S oviet Russia, is_ s p e n o n  
in France and Germ any. He speaks very  enthusiastically about the Soviet Unio 
and the building of the F ive Y ear Plan and has the highest praise for the treat 
ment of N egro w orkers b y  the S oviet w orkers and officials. .

R obinson  is the w orker w ho was attacked b y  two white Southern Am ericans 
Lewis and Brown, w hile in Soviet Russia. These tw o men w ere arrested, tried 
;,nd sentenced to ten years' im prisonment by the S o v i e t  court, but as they lat^  
apolog ized  very  hum bly to Robinson , the sentence of one was changed 
deportation  and the other was pardoned and allow ed to remain

This is how  the S oviet w orkers defend N egroes and all other oppressed 
peoples. R ace prejudice is not tolerated in Soviet Russia w here the revolution 
has abolished all forms of colou r and national distinction.

5. American Bank for Liberia.

The Firestone R ubber Com pany has further stren gth en ed :i\ £i“ a“ c ,“ 1 J ° ldf 
over Liberia by establishing a Bank in M onrovia  in place of the British Ba"k  
W est A frica  which was forced  to close dow n because of the increasing influence 
o f A m erican  imperialism in the country. The manager is Peter Davidson, a white 
man, form erly con nected  with National City Bank, the same New Y ork oank which 
stole all o f the gold out of the Bank of Haiti in 1915. W hile U nited States marines 
guarded the streets, the porters took  the bags of m oney on board an A m erican ship.

Liberians, look  out!



6. Increasing Unemployment.

f ow P r°JaVertthemS! 1VeS frT  difficulties’ the capitalists are attacking the w orkers 
L ow ered wages and unemp oym ent have curtailed w orking-class consuming pow er 

every cut in w orking-class standards has been inevitably reflected  in low ered

m t t z  “clLr“ctl ' ^ ' ° ,urth"
Great Britain has nearly 3.000.000 unem ployed, France has over 3.000 000 

Germ any has 4.484.000, w hile A m erica  has even m ore than 12 000 000
. Dt , ° " ly ,thosf  countries which have long been in trouble are experiencing 

serious diff.culty, but also countries such as Holland, Switzerland and the Scan­
dinavian nations which have hitherto been  considered sound.

7. Demonstrations against Starvation.

Over 30.000 white and colou red  w orkers dem onstrated in N ew Y ork  in favour 
ot unem ploym ent benefit.

lO.OOO w orkers ^ n d e d  a similar meeting in San Francisco. This dem on­
stration was attacked by  the po lice  and many w orkers w ere injured. The police  
made a num ber of arrests. v

R ■+ M aSSa are now  becom ing a daily feature of life in Great

*• ar* w ag,,

M ore than 150.000 w orkers and unem ployed participated in the dem onstrations 
in Glasgow, while many m ore thousands accom panied the marchers along the route 
a j ■ i W°  g^eat. ^®monstrations of over 100.000 w orkers took  place  in London ' 
AL the traffic in the center of the city  was held up. The police  tried to break up 
the meetings that w ere later held in H yde Park, but without success. A fter the 
meeting, many thousands p roceeded  to the prison where Hannington, the leader 
ot the unem ployed, and others w ere serving sentences, and dem andet their release 

Big dem onstrations w ere also held in M anchester, Derby, R ochdale, and other 
cities. Colonial workers, fo llow  your British brothers —  Dem onstrate!

8. Labor Shortage in Soviet Russia.

2.000.000 industrial w orkers are urgently needed  to com plete and man im­
portant industrial units under the Five Y ear Plan. The building trades alone is in
r d ° f 3t J 6384 500-000 w orkers. W alter Duranty, the M oscow  correspondent for 
the JNew York Tim es” , writes that

in this period of w orld w ide econom ic distress, when unem ployed are num bered 
y millions in every large industrial country, there is no unem ploym ent in the 
nion of Socialist Soviet R epublics. On the contrary, there is an actual shortage 

ot abour everywhere, from  factory  operatives and construction  gangs to white 
collar clerks and m ovie actors, which is reck on ed  at fully 2.000.000 today." 

this is the difference betw een  Capitalism and Socialism .

9. New Organizations for Negro Seamen.

u  uA t a J ,eC? nt meetin£ of the E xecu tive  of the International o f Seam en and 
Harbour W orkers, held in Hamburg, and attended by delegates from  England, 
Germany, N orway, Sweden, Denmark, Austria, China, G reece, Spain, Italy, and 
a representative of the Negro W orkers, the question of organizing the Negro and 
other colon ial seam en and dock  w orkers was discussed and d ecided  upon. The 
meeting pointed out how the capitalists and shipowners w ere attacking the con ­



ditions of the marine w orkers by cutting dow n their wages and throwing them on 
the streets to starve; and w henever the w orkers attempt to fight back , the refor­
mists unite with the bosses in breaking the strikes.

H ow this attack is affecting the colon ia l w orkers and how the forces ot im­
perialism are used to bring dow n the w age standards of all w orkers (those of the 
im perialist countries as w ell as those of the colon ies) was clearly brought out by 
the representatives of the N egro w orkers and the Chinese, and the English 
representative w ho related the conditions of the Indian seamen. The Seamen and 
Harbour Workers' International therefore decided  to help the W est A frican  and 
W est Indian seamen and dockers to organize strong unions b y  establishing 
seamens' clubs in Dakar, French W est A frica , Freetow n, Sierra Leone, and
Jam aica and Trinidad, in the W est Indies.

The N egro seamen and d ock  w orkers in these ports are invited to write to 
the Negro Workers Committee, 8 Rothesoodstrasse, Hamburg, or to the Seamen s 
Minority Movement, 233 High Street, Poplar, London, for full information.

10. Proiits from the Colonies.

A ccord in g  to the British Financial Journal, the “Economist” , in the 12 months, 
June 1930 to June 1931, 2.053 com panies made a total profit o f £ 187.583.541. Of 
this total 61.2 per cent, of £ 114.731.214, was paid out in ordinary dividend. The 
average rate of these dividends was 8.4 per cent.

N ow  w e w ould like to ask the question: From where did the bulk of the pro­
fits com e? The answer is: From  the colon ies —  India, China, and A frica , where 
hundreds of millions of coo lies  and "niggers” are made to toil from morning until 
night to supply super-profits for the British bankers, absantee landlords and para­
sitic dukes and lords and their idle women.

11. Negro Lawyer sees Communism as the only Way to Freedom.

"S ov iet Russia is the only country that offers liberty and equality to all 
people, black and white. W hen I go hom e to A m erica  I w ill tell my people, the 
N egroes, that their salvation lies in Communism.

This from an interview  appearing in the Moscow News of Septem ber 17th, 
1931, with Raym ond Pace A lexan der and his w ife, both N egro attorneys from 
Philadelphia. A lexan der is further quoted in the M oscow  N ew s as follow s:

"T here has been  a trem endous N egro m ovem ent tow ard Communism in the 
past few  years. Our peop le  have been  com ing to us, asking us questions about 
socialism  and are anxious to  know  if the Soviet governm ent in Russia was as it 
is painted. I cam e to find out, so that I could give them first hand information.

"I shall tell them that Communism offers the only governm ent of the masses.
"W h y did I com e to M o sco w ?" continued A lexander in the M oscow  News 

interview . „I w ould go to the A ntarctic circ le  to see the breakdow n of the 
abom inable system which holds the N egro in social and econom ic bondage.

Mr. and Mrs. A lexander w ere fascinated with the Museum of the Revolution. 
They want a museum like it in the U nited States to show the struggle of the Negro 
peop le  tow ard freedom  and equality.

12. Women Out To Fight Taxation.

A  delegate con feren ce of w orking wom en from all parts of South A frica  was 
recently  con vened  in Johannesburg. This con feren ce was ca lled  in order to unify 
and consolidate the sectional struggles of wom en taking p lace  in all parts ot the



country, and to organize a permanent organization of struggle for the w orking 
women of South A frica.

Mass meetings at factories and in residential areas w ere held to popularize 
the con feren ce which took  p lace  as an answer to the new governm ent measures 
forcing the wom en of South A frica  into the position of serfs by com pelling them 
to carry passports and other tax papers.

The con feren ce expressed its determination to m obilize all o f the native 
wom en of South A frica  to fo llow  the heroic exam ple of their class sisters in 
Southern Nigeria, who refused to pay taxes and organized a dem onstration of 
•>0,000 against the British tax  collectors,

13. Three Negroes on Delegation to Russia.

A m ong the foreign w orkers ' delegation which visited Soviet Russia to witness 
the 14th anniversary celebrations in M oscow  on N ovem ber 7th, w ere three N egroes 
from the United Staates.

One of the Negro delegates is a marine w orker, M orris W ikm an, of N ew York, 
a m em ber of the Marine W orkers Industrial Union, A nother is J, W , Jones, o f 
the bituminous coa l district o f Pennsylvania, w ho was e lected  by the striking 
miners. A  third is a steel w orker from Gary, Indiana.

The delegates will spend about five w eeks in the Soviet Union, visiting the 
ch ief industrial and agricultural areas and observing the great progress that is 
being made under the E ive-Y ear-P lan  of Socialist Construction. The N egro 
delegates will be given special opportunities to study the situation of the form erly 
oppressed national minorities and to com pare the freedom  they have w on with 
the persecution  of the Negro peop le  in the U nited States, A frica  and the 
W est Indies.

The Friends of Soviet Russia, w hich organized the foreign delegations, w ould 
Uke to organize a group of A frican  and W est Indian w orkers for a similar trip to 

ussia, but the British, French, and other colon ial governm ents don 't want the 
Negro masses in the colonies to know  the truth about the Soviet Union, so they 
will not grant the natives passports. The w orkers must first of all organize labor 
unions and dem and the right to travel w herever they want as free human beings. 
W rite to the international o ffice  of the Friends of Soviet Russia, Dorotheen- 
strasse 77, Berlin, or to the British section, 7 John Street, London W . C., for 
inform ation about trips to the w orkers' republic.

14. Negro and White Workers on Strike.

The ports of Galverston and Houston in the State of Texas, A m erica , w ere 
com pletely  tied up when white and N egro longshorem en, organized and un­
organized, stuck solid in a strike against a w age-cut.

The m ajority of longshoremen in these ports are N egroes. O ver 4.000 walked 
cut when the steamship lines posted a cut in wages from 80 cents to 65 cents an 
hour on the expiration of the agreem ent with the International Longshorem en's 
Association . The shipowners im m ediately began hiring unorganized Negro and 
white w orkers to scab but this force  w alked out 100 percent when they learned 
o f the strike.

15. 30,000 Haitians Stranded in Cuba.

M ore than 30.000 Haitians w ho w ere brought to Cuba previous to the year 1928 
to be em ployed in the cutting of cane and sundry labour in connection  with the 
manufacture of sugar are to-day  considered as a public charge and the G overn ­
ment will im mediately take steps to have them returned to their native land.



For this purpose the M ilitary Supervisor of Immigration in Santiago de Cuba had 
an extensive con feren ce with the dictator M achado, b efore  the latter left the 
palace for his farm on the outskirts o f Havanna.

It is understood that the Chief of State approved of the plan to have these 
w orkers without homes or means to earn a living re-em barked for Haiti as early 
as possible.

These w orkers w ill be  shipped back  like cattle  to starve in their native land. 
The A m erican sugar com panies which exp loited  them for years have no relief to 
give. This is how the Negro w orkers in the W est Indies are treated by the im­
perialists and their own native capitalist class.

16. Railway Construction in the Congo.

It will have cost the French G overnm ent nearly 3,000,000 pounds sterling, when 
the only railway in the French Congo, covering a distance of about 380 miles, is 
com pleted. It was begun ten years ago, and will take another three or four to 
com plete. The line w ill link up the new harbour of Pointe N oire on the coast 
with Brazzaville, the capital o f the French Congo situated on the Stanley Pool,

Half of the line, which is ca lled  the C ongo-O cean  Railw ay, is already con ­
structed from the tw o ends at Pointe N oire and Brazzaville. The harbour of 
Pointe N oire an the A tlantic O cean will be very large when com pleted. The work 
is still in progress, but already a line of steamers calls there from Bordeaux.

The chief purpose of this railw ay is to  con vey  black  soldiers recruited by 
com pulsion from among the w orkers and peasants in the Congo for service in 
Europe when the next war breaks out.

During the last war, France with the aid of the Negro Senator, Blaise Diagne, 
the present U nder-Secretary for the colonies, recruited an army of over 200.000 
A fricans and caused them to be slaughtered like hogs on the battlefields of Europe 
all in the name of "D em ocra cy " and "L iberty ". This time France plans to use 
even greater numbers not in the name of "d em ocracy  and liberty , as the blacks 
can no longer be foo led  with such catch w ords, but against Bolshevism  and the 
"R ed  m enace".

The N egro w orkers in A m erica  and the colon ies must get w ise to the schem es 
o f the capitalists and don 't let them selves be  used for cannon fodder in the 
com ing war.

Gandbi in London.

The trusted servant of British im perialism  and the Indian capitalists - 
Mahatma Gandhi —  accord ing to the British press in his first speech in London 
declared  “that he was willing to cooperate in the establishment of the union 
between England and India with all his ability.” It was not his intention he 
said —  to cause unpleasantness to the British Governm ent, his only ob ject being 
to be  recognized as a fully fledged citizen of the British empire.

N o w ord of dem and for com plete national independence and national 
liberation from the British yoke. His speech  was heartily applauded by the 
British im perialists.

For the w orking masses this is added proof of the fact that Gandhi is nothing 
else than a barefaced  traitor and a show man for the Indian capitalists and 
landlords.



Capitalist Terror |
Editor s Note: As the w orld  econom ic and financial crisis gets worse, the 

capitalists of all countries b ecom e m ore and m ore frantic and in their desperation 
to crush the rising revolt o f the masses resort to the most barbarous and inhuman 
methods of torture against the workers and their leaders.

That is the reason why w e are witnessing such a w ave of lynching of Negroes 
in the United States; murder of revolutionary w orkers by  fascist gangsters in all 
capitalist countries as w ell as the most unheared o f forms of cruelty against the 
w orkers and peasants in China, India, South A frica  and other sem i-colonial 
countries.

Because o f the rigid news control maintained by the various colon ial govern ­
ments and strict censorship of the native revolutionary press, it is very difficult 
for inform ation relating to po lice  terrorism and brutality by governm ent officials 
to reach  the so-ca lled  civilized  world.

Nevertheless, w e shall try to co lle ct and publish all cases of terrorism in the 
pages of the "Negro Worker”, in order to bring them to the attention of the 
workers in the mother countries and help to m obilize them in support of the 
struggles o f their colonial com rades.

W e appeal to all of our readers to send us news of class outrages perpetreated 
against Negro workers in A frica , A m erica, the W est Indies, or Latin A m erica.

In this connection  it is necessary for the Negro w orkers and anti-im perialist 
fighters to becom e acquainted with the Red Aid or the International Labour 
Defense, a w orld -w ide organization which m obilizes the toiling masses and leads 
the fight against capitalist brutality and po lice  terrorism  on behalf of the working 
class and all fighters against imperialism.

The International Red Aid is one of the most loyal and uncom prom ising 
defenders of the Negro race in all parts of the w orld  and deserves the support 
of every  Negro worker. W e shall be glad to supply you with cop ies of its 
programm e. W rite us to-day for literature about the R ed Aid.

Under the Banner of The Red Aid
1. Africans Organized to Fight Oppression.

A s a result o f the brutal murders com m itted on tw o A fricans, and the arrest 
of thirty other Negro w orkers during a dem onstration in Durban on Dingaans' Day, 
the w orkers of South A frica  have organized a section  of the International Labour 
Defense for the purpose of assisting to the very  utmost revolutionary fighters and 
their families w ho may be arrested, deported, im prisoned, wounded, or killed.

Although there have been existing groups of the International Labour Defense 
in South A frica  already, these groups w ere brought into a national organization 
at the con feren ce which took  place at Johannesburg. This new  South A frican  
organization will be  known under the Bantu name of Ikaba Iaba Sebenzi, “ The 
Shield of the W orkers". The principal speaker was Com rade H etty Nkosie, a 
native woman w orker, w hose husband, Com rade J. Nkosie, a leader of the South 
A frican  Communist Party, was murdered by  the p o lice  in Durban.

The con feren ce  rece ived  a cablegram  of greetings from the International 
Labour Defense, which expressed the hope that it w ill d evelop  into a real mass 
organization of the A frican  w orkers and the white w orkers, helping them to carry



on their struggle for freedom  and defense of the oppressed w orkers of 
South A frica.

2. Arab Rebel Leader Hanged.

R eports from Rom e state that Omar Almunter, the leader of the Arabian 
:eb e ls  in K erina-ike, w ho for many years has fought against Italian imperialism 
has been arrested and hanged.

3. Mass Pressure Gains Reduction oi Sentences,

The organizers of the strike among the fruit-packers in the Imperial Valley. 
California, A m erica, who w ere arrested and sentenced to fourty-two years in jail 
have had the sentences reduced to five years through mass pressure and great

International solidarity w ith" Negro W orkers, 100,000 w orkers demonstrating at 
Hamburg, Germ any, for international solidarity and against imperialism in A frica

dem onstrations of the A m erican  w orkers. T w o of the con victed  men are to be 
dep orted  to Panama and M ex ico  respectively  after having served their sentences. 
The w orkers are not yet satisfied and will continue to agitate and dem onstrate 
until their com rades are entirely freed. They have also pledged them selves to see 
that no deportation lakes place.

4. W est Indian Leaders Jailed.

Tw o leaders of the Native Defenders Committee, an organization of the Negro 
masses of Jamaica which is organizing the w orkers of Kingston and carrying on 
the struggle against British im perialism and the loca l autocratic European o fficia l­
dom have been  arrested on a fram e-up charge of “ sedition" and after a farcical 
trial b e fore  a white capitalist judge, sentenced to 18 months imprisonment. This 
is how Great Britain hopes to maintain her dom ination over the Negro masses in



the W est Indies. Behind all of the empty, bom bastic boast o f the British colon ial 
rulers about ' D em ocracy" and "Ju stice” , is the rule of gun-boats, machine guns, 
bayonets, and the prison cells. W henever the Negro masses in A frica  and the 
w est Indies attempt to organize and demand their rights, the governm ent 
im mediately raises the cry  of “ Bolshevism " and resorts to the most repressive 
methods against the w orking class leaders under the pretext of maintaining "law  
and order . P o lice  terrorism is so w idespread in the British colon ies that even 
the most elem entary rights of freedom  of assembly, speech  and press are denied 
to the native masses.

I

5. Flogging Legalized in Rhodesia.

Southern Rhodesia is one o f the latest so-ca lled  self-governing dom inions of 
Ihe British Empire where a few  thousand whites im pose their will by armed force  
on many hundreds of thousands of defenceless natives. T o -d a y  there is a law 
called the Native Juveniles Act in operation  which provides for a system of 
indentured labour or cam ouflaged slavery for native children under the age of 14.

This A c t  also permits the flogging of native boys on a com plaint from  any 
white capitalist or manager or if a G overnm ent official considers they have refused 
to ob ey  any order.

6. Another Sample of British “Democracy".

For reprinting in his new spaper articles from the Daily Worker, published in 
the United States, Herbert Barnes, a native of Jam aica, is being persecuted by 
the Jam aica government.

Barnes has been forced  into hiding follow ing a fine of 50 dollars in the 
Kingston courts which he was unable to pay.

Ih e  British bosses and im perialist agents are trying to prevent the Negro 
masses from knowing what is going on in the advanced countries. They are afraid 
that the savagely oppressed native masses w ould draw inspiration from the 
struggles against starvation of militant Negro and white w orkers in the United 
States and England, and also begin to organize unem ployed councils and demand 
food, clothes and free rent from the governm ent.

The native masses are suffering frightfully as a result o f the growth of mass 
unem ploym ent, starvation, and low ering of wages with which the colon ia l bosses 
and the absentee landlords, who own the sugar and banana plantations, are trying 
to shift the full burden of the crisis on the backs of the w orkers and peasants.

Barnes had only recently  started his paper, and printed it as a one sheet 
newspaper. M ost of its material was quoted  from the Daily Worker, and other 
English and A m erican working class papers, which his friends sent him. The 
paper was eagerly read by Jamaican workers. The heavy fine against him 
represents a brutal attempt by the British officials to kill the paper and in this 
w ay keep the w orkers ignorant o f what is going on in the outside world.

7. Chinese Leader Beheaded.

In no country is the terror against the w orking class so great as in China, 
where war lords and generals, supported by the im perialist pow ers of Am erica, 
England, France, Italy and Japan, are carrying on war among them selves and ex- 
toiting the very last cent out of the w orking class and peasantry through taxation. 
W orkers who protest and organize the masses against this system of robbery  are 
im mediately arrested and handed over to the hangmen of General Chang-Kai-Shek 
who is supported by A m erican dollars and battleships.



Am ong the most recent victim s of capitalist terror in China, was Comrade 
Hsiang, the secretary of the Communist Party of China and one of the most heroic 
leaders of the Chinese revolution. Com rade Hsiang was president of the Hupeh 
Federation  of Labour and had a long h istory of struggle in the revolutionary 
w orking-class m ovem ent. He was a delegate to the P an-P acific Trade Union 
in 1927. He was a m em ber of the execu tive  com m ittee of the A ll-China Labour 
Federation  and was one of the organizers of the first big railroad strike in China 
in 1923. The strike was directed  against the war lord, W u-P ei-F u. The majority 
o f the strike leadership was execu ted  at the time, but the strike marked the 
beginning of the dow nfall o f W u-P ei-Fu.

8. Trade Union Secretary Faces Death.

Since the execu tion  of Hsiang, the Secretary of the P an-P acific Trade Union 
com rade R. Ruegg, and his wife have been arrested in the International Settlement 
in Shanghai and handed over to the po lice  of Chang-Kai-Shek. Ruegg has been 
sentenced to death and his w ife  to im prisonment for life.

A ll such facts only p rove  that the Chang-Kai-Shek forces w ho are now trying 
to drown in b lood  the Chinese peasants and w orkers fight for freedom  from 
white imperialism, are w orking hand in hand with the imperialists. The question 
which stands b efore  the N egroes and other oppressed peop les to-day  is not one 
oi colour but class. H ere w e see Chinese capitalists and their war lords ki ing 
off Chinese w orkers and their leaders in the interest of European and A m erican

P The Negro masses must see in the struggles of the Chinese w orkers and 
peasants a part of their own struggle. They must rally to the defense of all 
s incere revolutionary w orking class fighters who cham pion the cause of millions 
of oppressed peoples, whether they be  Chinese, Indians, N egroes or whites -  
all o f whom are under the same im perialist yoke.

9. Africans sold to Farmers.

The “ Forw ard", a new spaper printed in G lasgow, Scotland, recently  published 
the follow ing facts about the Negro w orkers in South A frica  and the W est Indies:

Her G race the Duchess of A tholl is still going strong about the question of
slave-labour” in Russia.

But what has she to say about the statement made by the M inister of Justice
for South A frica  in a reply given to a question.

A ccord in g  to a cutting (“ The Natal M ercury") which a South A frican  corre ­
spondent sends us, the M inister o f Justice said:

“that the system of hiring out prison labour had worked well for the past 
18 years, and a revenue of S 120,000 a year was brought in. My own idea is 
that if possible that amount should be doubled. My offer at Bethal was made 
to every farmer. If we succeed in getting farmers to take all the convicts we 
can supply —  some 5,000 —  it would be a very fortunate thing indeed for the 
Treasury. So far, the system has worked extremely well. There is a lot of 
money involved in it, and I am not prepared, Convention or no Convention, to 
depart from that system.

After further discussion the vote was agreed to.

So is the Duchess now  prepared to dem and that w e should shut out all 
im ports that com e to us from South A fr ica ?



"A nd by  the way, it is six months ago since w e asked the Duke of A tholl to 
tell us what wages are paid to the natives that are em ployed on the sugar estates 
in Jamaica ow ned b y  the com pany of which he is a director.

And how do the wages and conditions of the natives that load the W est Indian 
ships with E lder’s and Fyffe 's  bananas (the Duke is a d irector of tlie Banana 
Com bine) com pare with the wages of the w orkers who load the ships with 
Russian tim b er?”

10. Lynch Terror in America.
From an Appeal ol the International Labour Defence.

The shooting of Willie Peterson in the country jail at Birmingham, Ala., and 
the murder of John Grayford and Edward Jackson at an unem ployed dem on­
stration in Cleveland, Ohio, are the latest b lood y  crim es in the growing murderous 
terror of the rich white ruling-class against the oppressed Negro masses and 
against the entire-w orking class.

Peterson, an unem ployed Negro miner and ex-servicem an who had been 
vainly trying to get into the US. governm ent hospital for veterans to secure 
treatment for tuberculosis, is the latest victim  o f the brutal boss campaign to 
frame-up, murder, and terrorize Negroes, follow ing the murder of tw o society 
women, Augusta Williams and Jennie W ood , early last August. This Negro 
w orker was deliberately shot in jail by  Dent W illiams, at a con feren ce attended 
by city and county officials and mem bers o f the families of the slain girls.

The jailing of Lowell Wakefield, southern organizer of the I. L. D „ and 
Harry Jackson, district organizer of the Communist Party, and the furious drive 
to destroy every bit o f genuine w orking-class organization, clearly show this 
w hole campaign to have nothing w hatever to do with the d iscovery  and punish­
ment of the real murderer of the tw o socie ty  wom en, but to be in fact a most 
ferocious ruling-class drive of terror to crush the rising struggles of the Negro 
w orkers and of their white w orking-class allies.

The murder of two unem ployed Negro w orkers, John Grayford and Edward 
Jackson, by the bosses' po lice  thugs in Cleveland at a dem onstration against 
eviction , follow s closely upon the shooting of Peterson. Four white and Negro 
w orkers w ere seriously w ounded and scores of w orkers, including H. Larkin, 
organizational secretary of the Communist Party, are held in jail, prevented from 
seeing anyone. This is the latest o f the many w idespread murderous attacks upon 
the millions of starving, jobless w orkers, white and black . Only a short while 
ago the Chicago police m urdered four N egro w orkers while they w ere resisting 
the eviction  o f an aged, unem ployed Negro wom an w orker, wounding and arresting 
scores o f white and Negro workers,

This savage capitalist terror can be met only by the united, militant mass 
struggle all the oppressed and toiling masses. Realizing this, the white w orkers 
everyw here must fight in the forefront of the battle against the Jim Crow lynch 
system of national oppression, against the w hole vile capitalist terror system, 
shoulder with the doubly oppressed N egro toilers.

On the occasion  of the funeral o f G rayford and Jackson, over 30,000 Negro 
and white w orkers united together and fo llow ed  the procession  in honour o f their 
murdered com rades. The dem onstration was the biggest seen in C leveland since 
1917 and was at the same time a protest against the murderous brutality of the 
police  in the N egro quarters.

11. Support the Scottsboro Campaign.

The Negro and white w orkers must not relax in their agitation and dem and 
the release of the 9 Negro boys still in jail facing death on the electric  chair



in Scottsboro, Alabam a. The capitalists o f A m erica  are trying to prevent the 
w orld  from knowing about their cruel schem e of “ legally”  lynching nine helpless 
children. A t every m eeting of the w orking class the S cottsboro  case must be 
exposed . For only the organized might of the toiling masses can free these boys 
from the clutches of their executioners.

12. French Seamen defend Boys.

N egro seamen from  all parts of the w orld, meeting in M arseilles at the Inter­
national Seam en’s Club, after having listened to a report b y  the secretary of the 
Trade Union Federation  of Seam en and Fishermen of France, as w ell as by Com-

Demonstration of N egro and white w orkers in New Y ork in defense of the
S cottsboro boys

rade Kouyate, general secretary of the League for the Defense of the Negro Race,
protested with the greatest indignation against the proposed execution  of the nine 
innocent Negro boys condem ned by  the lynch law court a Scottsboro.

The seamen unanimously passed a resolution affirming their determ ination 
to fight for the overthrow  of imperialism, and demanding of the United States 
governm ent the im m ediate release of the Scottsboro boys. The resolution further 
urged w orkers throughout the w orld  to dem onstrate in masses ?nd protest against 
the lynch law  sentence passed on their fe llow  workers.

The seamen also decided  to form a Com m ittee o f  A ction  and organize 
resistance to wage cuts and to demand unem ploym ent insurance for seamen.

13. British Workers Demand Freedom,

A t a large and enthusiastic m eeting of co loured  and white w orkers held at 
Foplar Tow n Hall, London, called  by  the British Minority Movement, the rev o ­
lutionary trade union organization of the English workers, at which com rade



A. W ard, the secretary of the Negro W elfare A ssociation  spoke about the Scotts- 
boro case, the follow ing resolution was adopted:

This m eeting of co lou red  and white w orkers em phatically protest against 
the fram e-up trial and sentences o f death on eight Negro boys at Scottsboro, 
Alabam a, U. S. A .

It demands the im m ediate and unconditional release of these boys, and 
calls upon the w orkers o f G reat Britain to organize and fight for this purpose."

It is to be hoped that the A frican  and W est Indian w orkers will also show 
their solidarity with their suffering brothers in A m erica  by protesting against this 
frame up. Send protest resolutions to the A m erican  consul in your colony.

The W orkers of Soviet Russia, w ho fourteen years ago w ere in the same 
position as the Negro masses are to-day, have been  greatly aroused over the 
S cottsboro  frame-up. M onster mass meetings are being held in the factories and 
in public halls calling upon the w orkers to vo ice  their protest and dem and free­
dom  for the boys. So great has been the sympathy created on behalf o f the 
victims, that some workers have recently  organized a co llectiv e  farm, which they 
have named "S cottsboro".

The officia l organ of the League for Negro Rights, “ The L iberator” , has been 
struck off the postal list and denied postal facilities by the U. S. A . authorities. 
The reason given was that "T he L iberator" published an article and cartoon 
exposing how  the capitalists are trying to kill the N egro boys in Alabam a.

Com rades and Fellow  W orkers!

W e are again taking this opportunity to invite correspondence from  all readers 
o f the Negro Worker. W e want to rece iv e  letters, articles, new spaper cuttings 
and all bits o f information describing the living and w orking conditions of the 
Negro masses in all parts o f the world, but especia lly  in A frica  and the W est 
Indies. W rite  and let us know  about your wages, hours o f labor, housing co n ­
ditions, the po licy  of the governm ent, po lice  terror, brutality o f the bosses and 
other interesting facts about your life. By publishing these facts w e will be able 
to m obilize the workers in the capitalist countries —  England, A m erica, etc., in 
support o f your struggles. A lso send us photos showing how the w orkers live — 
the kind o f rotten homes, they have to pay high rents for, etc. This is im portant —  
for pictures do not lie.

Com rades, w e want you to rem em ber that the Negro Worker is your 
magazine. Let us know  your opinion about it. Send us suggestions as to 
how  it can be im proved. D on't be afraid to say what you really think about it. 
lh e  Negro Worker is the revolutionary w eapon o f the Negro w orking class and 
will listen to any suggestions from you. That is w hy w e invite all w orkers and 
sincere fighters against imperialism and for national freedom  to  becom e contri­
butors to its columns.

14. Russian Workers Indignant over Lynching.

15. Struck olf Postal List.

Colonies |



R ead these letters from your brothers in A frica  and the W est Indies and write 
us to-day. D on ’t put it off for to-m orrow . D o it now, and in this w ay help to 
make the Negro Worker a real fighting paper, through which the cries of millions 
o f brutally enslaved and exp loited  b lack  men, wom en and children will be heard 
in all corners of the w orld . The Editor.

T o the Editor o f the “Negro Worker”.
Dear Com rade,

W e  members of the oppressed Negro race of the British colony of 
Nigeria in W est-A frica , have been  cut off from the outside w orld  for many years. 
H itherto, w e have had to conduct our struggle as best w e could with our own 
resources and w ithout any kind of assistance. W e have had to suffer many failures 
in our struggle because our leaders have m ostly been  law yers who have received  
an English education  and w ho have been  trained to p roceed  according to English 
constitutional and legal methods. Until now  the dem and for the independence of 
Nigeria has never been  raised. For a num ber of years w e put our trust in the 
British Labour Party. N ow  w e see that under the regime of the M acD onald 
G overnm ent our position  is just as bad as under the previous Conservative 
G overnm ent, and our struggle for freedom  is equally persecuted.

The m ajority of the inhabitants in our country (20 millions in all) are peasant 
cultivators. The w orking class is represented b y  the railway w orkers and the 
miners in the coal and tin mines- A  certain  num ber of N egroes are also em ployed 
in the G overnm ent service as small officials or em ployees. The total white 
population is not m ore than five thousand. The rank and file of the army consists 
of Negroes, but the officers are all whites.

British ''D em ocracy '' has provided  our country with a "Legislative A ssem bly" 
It consists of forty  five m em bers of whom  only three are e lected  (in the capital 
town, Lagos, by  citizens w ho have an incom e of at least 100 pounds sterling per 
annum). A ll the remaining forty tw o mem bers are nom inated by the Governm ent 
from the ranks of the State officials.

It must be look ed  upon as a great misfortune for our struggle for liberation 
that up to now all our politica l organizations have been under the leadership of 
leaders w ho have been  hypnotised b y  "constitutional illusions. This applies 
equally to the National D em ocratic P v t y ,  the Union of Y oung Intellectuals, the 
Y oung N egroes' A ssocia tion  and the Law yers' Reform  Club. That the G overn ­
ment b y  no means shrinks from  the application  of v io lence has been  proved by  
the fact that in Lagos in 1928 ten persons, and in 1930 in A b o , forty five persons 
w ere shot dow n and killed. In the last-nam ed case in A b o , the majority of the 
victim s w ere w om en w ho had gathered in a harmless procession  in order to make 
representations to the G overnor that they w ere unable to pay the high taxes 
that had been  im posed. A  law has been  passed making participation in dem on­
strations against the G overnm ent punishable with imprisonment for life.

W e are burdened with num erous and increasing taxes, such as incom e tax, 
poll tax, cattle tax, dog tax and export tax, as w ell as taxes based on the 
num ber of trees on each p iece  of land ow ned. A ll the land in the Northern Regions

The Situation in Nigeria (West Africa)



belongs to the G overnm ent, in the South there are peasant farmers. The cu lti­
vator of the soil has to pay a cu ltivation tax to the G overnm ent. E very N egro is 
com pelled to perform unpaid forced labour for the Government for a delinite 
number oi days each year (in the North the average is twelve days). The tribal 
chiefs provide workers for compulsory labour in the coal and tin mines.

The European firms which bring their goods to  us fix  not on ly the prices for 
their own goods, but also the prices for our ow n native products. On the other 
hand, wage rates paid by  private em ployers are fixed  by  the G overnm ent. Our 
peasants can only obtain loans from private m oney lenders (no agricultural credit 
bank exists) and they have to pay one shilling in the pound every month as 
interest. No less than sixty percent of the peasants in the Southern regions are 
in debt. The Southern region hq§ com paratively big peasants who em ploy hired 
labour. In the North there are m ostly small cultivators w ho pay rent d irectly  
to the Government.

A  very interesting phenom enon among us is the organization of the so-ca lled  
Ho-Com m ittee. This organizes the illiterate Negro masses. The H o-Com m ittee 
has a representative in every  street; a meeting takes p lace  regularly every  Sunday 
at which all the street representatives are present as w ell as representatives of 
tlie Mohammedan mosques (15 millions of the native population are M ohammedans, 
one million are Christian, four millions are "heathen"). In the existing situation, 
the H o-Com m ittee must be look ed  upon as the only organization in opposition  to 
the Governm ent. Previously the H o-C om m ittee form ed an independent political 
party, but to -day  it is co llective ly  affiliated to the National D em ocratic Party. 
There is a section  of the W est-A frican  National Congress in Nigeria.

Of our tw elve newspapers in Nigeria, three are in the Jeruba language, the 
others in English. As a result o f our participation  in the international Negro 
C onference in Hamburg last year, som e of us have realized that the political 
methods which we have em ployed in the past are insufficent for the struggle 
for em ancipation.

W e are sending you this first letter so that you may have some inform ation 
about our conditions and so that w e may get into touch with you and rece iv e  your 
proposals and advice in the drawing up of a program m e for our struggle.

W ith revolutionary greetings,

An Appeal From Guadeloupe (French W est Indies)

T o the Editor of the Negro W orker.

Dear Com rade,

W e have received  cop ies of the French edition of your fighting paper, the 
Negro Worker, and greet your slogans and fully support them.

Up to the present we have not found any friends able to lead us on the 
correct way. W e  do not wish any longer to be  foo led  by  the loca l intriguers, 
by those peop le  who suddenly rem em ber about the existence of the workers 
each time there is an election  period. A nd so w e firmly decided  to carry on this 
line of class against class, considering that only this line can lead us to v ictory  
i-nd that having adopted these tactics  —  w e shall be able to ach ieve the satis- 
faction of our demands, that have be.come extrem ely com plicated to-day.



W e think it opportune to remind you of the fact that up to the present the 
m iserable victim s w ho cam e to harm in the hurricane in G uadeloupe did not see 
a single farthing of the famous hundred million francs, granted by the French
Parliament to relieve the distress.

Only the tradesmen w ho went bankrupt, the French manufacturers and the 
owners of distilleries, w ho are in debt up to the armpit, and becam e penniless, due 
to the cy clon e  —  got considerable sums, and so w ere able to  gild their faded and
m ouldy coa t of arms. . . . i t

A s to ourselves, m iserable w orkers, w e rece iv ed  luring prom ises on the eve ot 
every  election  campaign, additional exam inations w ere carried out in order to 
investigate the ground . . . and w e are still waiting for the fulfilment of those
promises. , . ,

W e  poor victim s consider that this farce has becom e too  unbearable, and 
realize the necessity  of building up a Com m ittee of A ction  in order to struggle 
against those w ho with such impunity are destroying our lives.

A s your are aware, the few  trade unions which are existing with us, are 
absolutely inactive. M ay be the cause of this is that they w ere badly organized 
or m isunderstood their tasks at the very outset.

Thus they do not fulfil that social role which they must play. You should help 
us by means of concretely pointing out to us how we are to set about work.

Our living conditions are worsening with every day. The w orkers have to 
starve

Agricultural w orkers earn 7-11 francs, the wages of industrial w orkers range 
from 10 to 15 francs (unskilled w orkers), and from 18-22 francs for skilled w or ers 
(engine-drivers, electrotechn icians). These wages are 5 times as low  as the prices. 
Things are becom ing m ore and more expensive: bread costs 2 francs 50 cen ­
times a kilogram, rice 3 frs. a k il„ meat 9 frs. a kil., fish 9 frs. a kil and a 
w orker can eat these foodstuffs only on ce a weak. The rent also reached high 
figures; dirty huts w hich w ere let to the w orkers, prior to war, for 3, 5, I and 
10 frs. a month now  cost 30, 40, 50 and 70 francs a month.

This poverty  of ours is as b lack  as the colour of our skin, and neither the 
administration nor the politicans and em ployers wish to know  anything about

this poverty ^  group oi Workers from Guadeloupa.

*
Bosses Airaid of the “Negro Worker .

To the Editor of the "N egro W ork er” .

Dear Com rade,
This is just to le i you  and the readers of the “Negro Worker” know  some of 

the methods which the British G overnm ent in A frica  uses to terrorise us. B e c a u s e  

the "N egro W ork er" is exposing the imperialists and calling upon the b lack  ™as 
cf A frica  to organize into trade unions in order to fight for g o o d w a g e s  a n d  b e tt :r  
conditions for us and our children, the governm ent of Nigeria has prohibited the 
"Negro Worker” . The governor has passed an order in cou ncil forbidding 
w orkers to read the paper. If w e are caught with it, it means 10 years in ja i ; 
nevertheless, w e are still receiv ing it, now  that you h a v e  opened our eyes to the 
true light, w e will never turn back  and stop reading the Negro Worker , even
it means 100 instead of 10 years in jail.

W e  have just started to build our trade union, The African Workers Umo 
of Nigeria. Our general secretary, com rade W allace  Johnson, is om g i i s  es , 
but —  w e all lack experience. That is why w e w ere glad to get news about the



International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers and want you to  send 
us all inform ation an how to build up strong trade unions, especia lly  among the 
dock  workers, m otor drivers and the carpenters. W e  already have a union among 
the goldsmiths. W hen w e get stronger and the governm ent and the Europeans 
here continue to treat us in the w ay that they are now  doing w e will fo llow  
the exam ple of the w orkers in England in 1926 and call a general strike. 
Then they will see how  the A fricans can fight. G ive us time. I will w rite 
you again.

Yours truly
A  Union Member.

Class Against Class

To the Editor o f the ‘Negro Worker”,

Dear Comrade,

Karl M arx and Friedrich Engels in the "Com m unist M anifesto" said that a spectre  
was haunting Europe, but today it haunts the rest o f the w orld. Speaking about 
South A frica  in particular, w e see that its advent in this country on a sub con ti­
nent has given the governm ent of capitalists and landow ners the chance and pow er 
to sabotage it by taking the advantage o f the illiterate chiefs; w e see the G overn ­
ment agents viz., members o f the N ative A ffairs Departm ent engaged in poisoning 
the minds o f these chiefs in particular and their subjects in general.

They are told that if they on ce allow  the existence of the Communist 
Party in this country, their chieftainship w ill result in the inevitable dow nfall as 
it was in the case with the Tsar o f Russia. They are told  that the Tsar of Russia 
unknowingly allow ed it in his country, and his dow nfall was like the morning dew  
when the sun rises from the East. W e  see the officials engaged in denouncing Com - 
munism to  these fools. These born oppressors such as ch iefs w ithout taking the 
slightest pains to study Communism and seeing w hether it is really a spectre as 
it is put to them, organize them selves against the Communist Party under the 
pretext that it is out to destroy their chieftainship. They run aw ay at the mention 
of the Communist Party or any o f its literature; as for a Communist he is regarded 
as a real spectre.

But these poor unfortunate illiterate chiefs forget that they are no m ore 
regarded as born chiefs so to speak b y  the G overnm ent of the capitalists of the 
country, but as forem en and can be rem oved and rep laced  w henever it suits the 
human vam pires of the country such as the M inister o f N ative Affairs, or the 
Native Com missioner without a trial w hatsoever in the so-ca lled  courts o f law 
or justice. It is quite necessary, how ever, to note that the pow ers of these chiefs 
are deteriorating rapidly and a revolt against them b y  the masses will be  w it­
nessed as soon as they realize the contem ptable lies which are taught them against 
S oviet Russia.

Native Recruiting Corporation —  an organization which caters for the Chamber 
of Mines, recruits all N egroes possible and get them to w ork  underground at 
pitiful wages. The tow n s  natives w ho are m ostly detribalised and therefore un- 
recruitable. The com pany extends their activities further into the Natives' Terri- 
torities, bribe the chiefs and thereby manage to get the mines overflow n  with 
Negro W orkers who do all the filtry w ork in the mines.

Each chief volunteers to send out a 100 men at a time, receiving for himself 
5 / -  per head, and when these p oor  men are in services he receives his cheque.



W hen maltreatment is m eted to these men, and they com plain to the foreman 
who was sent out with them, he w ould w rite to the ch ief about the mal­
treatm ents asking him to com e and investigate. Of necessity, the ch ief writes 
to the mine magnates about his visit and on his arrival he is sent for at the 
station b y  the mine magnates and before  he sees his so -ca lled  men he is given 
a cheque and thereby becom es speechless when he m eets his men. He would 
speak to them in polite manner telling them to be loyal to their masters, that he 
has spoken to the mine magnates in their interests and that their conditions will 
be am eliorated. W hen he is gone, to their surprise and disappointm ent, they see 
their old maltreatment of which they have com plained still going on. They are 
lock ed  up in com pounds like beasts o f burden, thus keeping them away from the 
Trade Union Organizers.

They contract mine Phtysis to which they rece iv e  no com pensation, they are 
sent hom e where they will be  regarded as the do-nothings, for an unem ployed 
Negro in South A frica  is not regarded as unem ployed but as a vagrant and 
vagabond.

In conclusion  I say:
D ow n with the Chiefs!
D ow n with the mine magnates!
Long live the International W orking Class M ovem ent!
D efend Soviet Russia, the first w orkers' State!

Com radely yours,
J. P. Sepang.

Negro T rade Union Organizer.

| Death of Comrade Macaulay|
A s w e go to press news has reached us of the death of Com rade Frank 

M acaulay of Nigeria, W est A frica .
Com rade M acaulay, like his father, the w ell known A frican  politician, Hubert 

M acaulay, always took  a great interest in the problem s o f the working class of 
Nigeria.

Com rade M acaulay s early activities how ever, w ere greatly handicapped by 
the petty -bourgeois nationalistic tendencies which have dom inated the revolu tio­
nary m ovem ent in Nigeria up to the present time. It was on ly at the First Inter­
national Congress of Negro W orkers held in Hamburg in July 1930 and the Fifth 
Congress of the R. I. L. U. that Com rade M acaulay, who represented the toiling 
masses of Nigeria as a delegate had the first opportunity of coming into contact 
with the revolutionary labour m ovem ent. He im mediately recogn ised the reformist 
policies which the Nigeria D em ocratic Party had been follow ing and took  an 
active  part in the deliberations of the Congresses which he assisted in working 
out valuable politica l d irectives to aid the W est A frican  labour movem ent.

Com rade M acaulay was e lected  a mem ber of the E xecu tive of the Inter­
national Trade Union Com m ittee of Negro W orkers, and on his return to A frica  
im m ediately put himself the task of helping the w orkers of Nigeria free them­
selves from the reform ist and petty -bourgeois tendencies of the leaders of the 
D em ocratic Party and other non-w orking class organizations.



this time when the im perialist pow ers are preparing for war and inter- 
S oviet Russia and have already started in China, it is significant to 

recall that it was Com rade M acaulay who m oved the resolution on the Danger of 
ar and the Negro workers which was unanimously adopted at the Hamburg 

Congress. W e shall print this resolution in the next issue of the “Negro Worker” 
for the benefit o f the A frican  toiling masses.

Com rade M acaulay is dead, but his activities have not been in vain, for the 
w orkers have recently  organized the Nigeria A frican  Trade Union in Lagos as the 
>asis for building a broad w orking class m ovem ent on the principles o f the rev o ­

lutionary class struggle.

Workers Bookshelf
n A frica  and other colon ies the officials maintain strict censorship over all 

torms of literature in order to prevent the w orkers from reading books that will 
open  their eyes and prepare them politica lly  for the tasks of organizing and leading 
their struggles against the oppressors. The Criminal Investigation Departm ent and 
other native spies and pimps of the white ruling class terrorize the w orkers, as the 
letter from a Nigerian correspondent points out, by  making it a criminal offense for 
even  the Negro Worker”, to be found in the hands of a native.

It is the policy  of all colonial governm ents and the capitalist class in general to 
prevent workers from educating them selves in the know ledge of the class struggle.

e have decided to publish a list o f books and pamphlets, which every Negro 
w orker and revolutionary fighter should read.

Comrade Forster Jones, leader of A frican  Seamen, greeting a meeting of 
German W orkers in Hamburg



M ost of the literature announced in this column from time to time can all be 
obtained free by  writing to the Literature Department, Negro Trade Umon Com­
mittee, Rothesoodstrasse 8, Hamburg.

I. Books on Capitalism and the Crisis.

1. D ecline of Capitalism.
2. Fight or Starve. —  The U nem ploym ent M ovem ent in U. b. A.
3. The Church and the W orkers.
4. Fifty millions unem ployed.
5. The Labour Governm ent. —  Its R ecord . —  G. R. Campbell.
6. The developing Crisis o f W orld  Capitalism.
7. Capitalism or Socialism  in Britain? —  R. Palme-Dutt.
8. Tariffs and Starvation. By W . Gallacher.
9. The new Parliament: A n  Analysis o f the E lection  Results.

10. Capitalism in Crisis.

II. Books on Imperialism.

1. British Imperialism in East A frica . By Elinor Burns.
2. British Imperialism in W est A frica . By Elinor Burns.
3. Labour Imperialism in East A frica . By G. Padmore.
4. M odern India. By R. Palm e Dutt.
5. Yankee Colonies. By Harry Gannes.
6. How Britain rules India, By R. Page Arnot.
7. Free the C olonies. By R. Palm e Dutt.
8. A m erican  Imperialism Enslaves Liberia. By G. Padmore.
9. F orced  Labour in A frica . By G. Padmore.

10. British Imperialism in Ireland. By Elinor Burns. ,
11. The colon ies and oppressed nations in the Struggle for Freedom . Published by

the League Against Imperialism.

III. Books on the International Labour Movement.

1. W hat is the P rofin tern? By A . Lozow sky.
2. A -B -C  of Trade Unionism. By A . Lozow sky.
3. The Seven Hour Day. By J. R. Cam pbell.
4 The im m ediate Tasks of the International Trade Union M ovem ent.

By O. Piatnitsky.
5. The W ay Out.

IV. Books on the Negro Movement.

1. The Negro W orker. By Jim Allan.
2. N egro W orkers and the Imperialist W ar against Soviet Russia. By G. Padmore.
3. The* N egroes in the U nited States. By F. M arkosch.
4. Capitalist T error against N egro W orkers in U .S .A . By M axim Gorky.
5. Life and Struggles of N egro W orkers. By G. Padmore.
6. W hat is the T rade Union Com m ittee of N egro W ork ers? By G. Padmore.
7. Lynch Justice in A m erica . By B. D. Amis.
8. R eport of the 1st N egro W orkers' Conference
9. Lynching N egro Children in Southern Courts. By Joseph North.

10. R ace Prejudice on Trial.
11. N egro W orkers and the W ar of 1914-1918. By J. W . Ford.

Because of the lim itation o f space w e are prevented from giving a review  
of the pamphlets in the above lists. H ow ever, w e shall review  them m future issues.



What is the International Trade Union 
Committee of Negro W orkers?

The Negro W orkers Com m ittee was form ed in July 1930 at an 
international con feren ce of N egro toilers held in Hamburg, Germany. 
The Com m ittee is not a race, but a class organization, organizing and 
leading the fight in the interests o f N egro w orkers in A frica , the 
W est Indies and other colonies.

Since its creation, the Com m ittee has grow n at a tremendous pace 
and has adherents and supporters in British, French, Belgian, Portu­
guese —  A frica , Liberia, Haiti, the British W est Indies, British Guiana, 
Central and South A m erica  and the U nited States. The aims of the 
Com m ittee are as follow s:

1. T o carry on propaganda and agitation, calling upon the Negro 
w orkers to organize themselves into revolutionary trade unions 
in order to fight for higher wages, shorter hours and better 
conditions.

2. To help the millions of Negro w orkers who are now  unem ployed 
organize councils in order to dem and relief from  the governm ent, 
iree rent and non-paym ent of taxes.

3. To agitate and organize the Negro w orkers against the approaching 
im perialist war and the intervention in Soviet Russia, in which 
the white capitalist exploiters intend to use b lack  w orkers as 
cannon-fodder as they did in the last war.

4. To prom ote and d evelop  the spirit o f international solidarity 
betw een the w orkers o f all colours and nationalities, calling upon 
them to support the Soviet Union which fights for the freedom  of 
the w orking class and all oppressed peoples, as w ell as the 
Chinese, Indian, South A frican  and all other revolutionary libe­
ration m ovem ents o f  the colon ial toilers.

5. The Com m ittee also fights against white chauvinism, (race  preju­
dice) social-reform ism  and the reform ist programmes of the Negro 
capitalist misleaders, like Marcus Garvey, Du Bois, Pickens and 
Walter White of the National Association of Colored People in 
America; Kadalie and Champion in South A frica , the white trade 
union faker, Captain Cipriani, in the W est Indies; and the 
missionaries, preachers and other agents of imperialism,

These misleaders, instead of organizing the Negro masses to fight 
for their freedom  as the revolutionary w orkers in China, India and 
elsew here are doing, are the very  ones who help the capitalists by 
preaching obedience, and loyalty to imperialist rule:

Workers, organize the fight against imperialism!

(For the basic demands of the Negro W orkers Com m ittee 
see next page.)



|What W e Fight For:]

Our Programme oi Demands:

1. A bolition  of F orced  Labour, Peonage and Slavery.

2. Equal Pay for Equal W ork  —  Irrespective of Race, Colour or Sex.

3. Eight Hour Day.

4. G overnm ent R elief for U nem ployed, —  free rent, no taxes.

5. F reedom  to organize trade unions, unem ployed councils and 
peasant com m ittees, —  right to strike.

6. Against racial barriers in trade unions and colour bar in industry

7. Against capitalist terror —  lynching, police  and soldier terrorism, 
arrest and deportation  of foreign workers.

8. Against con fiscation  of peasant and com munal lands, against any 
taxation of the poor N egro peasants.

9. For full independence of the N egro toilers in A frica  and the W est 
Indies, and their right of self-determ ination in the Black Belt 

of U. S. A .

10. Against using Negro w orkers to fight in imperialist wars. For the 
defense of the Soviet Union and Chinese Revolution.

Support the Negro Workers Committee and 
help build the Revolutionary Trade Union 

Movement in your country

W rite to the Secretary: 8 Rothesoodstrasse, Hamburg, Germany.



for the WO' ke,S ^  mVited '°  Wn“  Le“ * 's ° » o » t  their conditions
,  "n e g r o  w o r k e r

Off,cat Organ o f the International Trade Union Committee o f Negro Workers 
Send all communications to th . Secretary, 8, Ro,hesoodstrasse. Hamburg. Germany

Long live the freedom ol the Negro Workers' 
Down with imperialism!



V erantw ortlich: G . Padm ore, Hamburg 
D ruck: G raphische Industrie Hamburg GmbH. 

Hamburg 36.
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