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Programme of the
Russian Communist Party

style), 1917, realised the dictatorship of the proletariat

which, assisted by the poorest peasantry or semi-
proletariat, began to lay the foundation of a Communist society.
The course of development of the revolution in Germany and
Austria-Hungary, the growth of the revolutionary movement of
the proletariat in all advanced countries, the spreading of the
Soviet movement, that is, a form that is directed to the
immediate realisation of the dictatorship of the proletariat—all
this proved that a new era had begun-—the era of the world-wide
Proletarian Communist Revolution.

This revolution was the inevitable outcome of the develop-
ment of capitalism which still reigns in the majority of the
civilised countries. Our former programme, except for the
incorrect designation of the party, i.e., Social-Democratic Party,
quite correctly describes the nature of capitalism and of bourgeois
society in the following theses :—

““The chief characteristics of capitalist society is the produc-
tion of goods on the basis of capital, where the most important
and the greatest part of the means of production and exchange
belongs to a small group of people. All the rest of the popula-
tion consists of proletarians and semi-proletarians whose economic
position compels them permanently or periodically to sell their
labour power, i.e., to become the wage slaves of capitalists and
to create by their labour profits for the upper classes.

““The sphere of domination of the capitalist system of pro-
duction extends more and more to the development of technique
which, increasing the economic importance of large enterprises,
leads to the abolition of small independent manufacturers. Some
of these are reduced to the state of proletarians; the part played
by the remainder in social and economic life is greatly
narrowed, and in some cases the small manufacturers are put
into a more complete, obvious, and burdensome dependence
upon capital.

““The same progress of technique, moreover, gives the
capitalists the opportunity to apply in greater dimensions women
and child labour in production and ecirculation of goods. On
the other hand, the development of technique leads to a relative
decrease in the demand for human labour on the part of

(8)

THE October revolution of October 25 (November 7 new



the capitalists, and the supply of a labour power exceeds the
demand ; therefore, the dependence of hired labour upon capital
increases, and the degree of exploitation becomes higher.

““Such a state of affairs within the country, together with the
continual sharpening of rivalry on the world market, makes the
sale of goods, the production of which continually increases,
more and more difficult. As a result of over-production,
industrial crises occur which are followed by more or less lasting
periods of industrial stagnation. Over-production is the in-
evitable outcome of the development of productive power in
bourgems somety Crises and the periods of industrial stagnation
in their turn ruin the small manufacturers still more, increase
the dependence of wage labour upon capital, lead more quickly
to a relative and sometimes to an absolute deterioration of the
conditions of the working class.

““Thus the improvement of technique, which means an in-
crease in the productivity of Jabour, and the growth of social
wealth, in bourgeois society, leads to the increase of social in-
equality, widens the gulf between the rich and the poor, and
leads to increased insecurity of existence, unemployment, and
privation for the masses of workers.

““Just as all these contradictions which are inherent in bour-
geois society grow and develop, so the discontent of the working
and the exploited masses with the existing state of things grows
also. The number and the sclidarity of the proletariat increases
and its struggle with the exploiters becomes keener. At the same
time, the development of technique, as a result of which means
of production and exchange are concentrated in a few hands and
the process of labour in capitalist enterprises becomes more
collective, more and more rapidly creates the opportunity for
replacing the capitalist system of production by a communistic
system and for bringing about a social revolution which is the
final aim of the International Communist Party, the conscious
expression of the working-class movement.

““Social revolution, replacing private property by social pro-
duction and exchange, and intreducing systematic organisation
of production to secure the welfare and the development of all
the members of society, will abolish the division into classes and
liberate oppressed humanity. It will put an end to all kinds of
exploitation of one section of society by the other.

“The necessary condition for a social revolution is the
dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e., the proletariat must seize
political power which will enable it to crush the resistance of
the capitalists. The International Communist Party, the aim
of which is to make the proletariat capable of fulfilling its great
historic mission, organises the proletariat into an independent
political party which opposes all the bourgeois parties, leads the
workmen in the class struggle, reveals to the proletariat the
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irreconcilable difference of interests between exploiters and
exploited, and explains to the proletariat the historic significance
and the essential conditions of the approaching social revolution.
At the same time, the International Communist Party reveals to
all the rest of the toiling and exploited masses the hopelessness
of its condition in capitalist society and the necessity for a social
revolution for its own liberation from the yoke of capital. The
party of the working class, the Communist Party, calls to the
toiling and to the exploited masses who have a proletarian point
of view to join its ranks.

““In the beginning of the twentieth century, the process of
concentration and centralisation of capital, destroying free com-
petition, led to the creation of great capitalist monopolies,
syndicates, cartels, trusts, which dominated economic life. The
same process brought about the amalgamation of bank capital
with highly concentrated industrial capital, and to the exporta-
tion of capital abroad. The trusts, uniting all groups of
capitalist States, began the economic partition of the world, the
territories of which had already been divided between the richest
countries.  This period, in which the struggle between the
capitalist countries inevitably grows sharper, is the period of
imperialism.

““‘Imperialist wars therefore become inevitable, wars for
markets, for the sale of goods, wars for spheres for investing
capital, for raw material and for labour power, i.e., wars for
world dcmination and for the rule over small and weak nations.
Such was the nature of the first great imperialist war of 1914-
1918.

““The exceedingly high stage of development of world
capitalism : the replacement of free competition by capitalist
State monopolies, the regulation of production and distribution,
the rise of the cost of living and the oppression of the working
class by the imperialist State, the tremendous difficulties for the
proletariat to carry on an economic and political struggle, and
all the horrors, misery, and destruction which an imperialist war
brings-—all this makes the failure of capitalism and the transition
to the higher type of public economy inevitable.

““The bourgecis Governments could finish the imperialist war
neither by the conclusion of a just peace nor of any kind of stable
peace.  Capitalism has reached the point where imperialist war
must inevitably become transformed, and is becoming trans-
formed, into a civil war between the exploited toiling masses,
headed by the proletariat, against the bourgeoisie.

‘“The increasing pressure of the proletariat, particularly its
victories in some countries, strengthens the resistance of the
exploiters and compels them to create new forms of international
capitalist sclidarity (League of Nations, &ec.) which, organising
the systematic exploitation of all nations on a world scale, directs
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all its efforts to the immediate suppression of the revolutionary
movement of the proletariat of all countries.

““All this inevitably leads to the blending of civil war within
various countries with the defensive wars of revolutionary
countries, and the struggles of oppressed nations against the yoke
of imperialist States. .

““Under such conditions, the watchwords of pacifism, ‘inter-
national disarmament,” ‘courts of arbitration,” &c., are not
merely a reactionary utopia, but a deception of the working
classes, directed to the disarming of the proletariat and to divert-
ing it from its own task of disarming the exploiters.

““Only the proletarian Communist revolution is able to lead
humanity out of the blind alley which was created by the im-
perialists and imperialist wars. In spite of all the difficulties
the revolution will have to face, temporary failures, waves of
counter-revolution—the final victory of the proletariat is in-
evitable.

“To attain the victory of the proletarian world revolution,
the fullest confidence, the closest unity and co-ordination of all
revolutionary activity of the working class in all countries is
necessary.

““These conditions cannct be realised without a complete break
with and bitter opposition to the bourgeois perversion of
socialism, which had obtained the upper hand in the higher
circles of the official social-demoeratic and socialist parties.

““One form of this perversion is the current of opportunism
and social chauvinism—socialism in name, but chauvinism in
fact, disguising the defence of the interests of the bourgeoisie
under the false watchwords of defence of the fatherland, par-
ticularly during the imperialist war of 1914-1918.

““This current of opportunism is due to the opportunities
created by the robbery of colonial and weak nations by advanced
capitalist States.  The surplus profits acquired therefrom by
the bourgeoisie enables them to bribe the upper strata of the
working-class, placing them in a privileged position by
guaranteeing them in- time of peace a tolerable existence and
taking their leaders into their service.

““The opportunists and the social-chauvinists are the servants
of the bourgeoisie and the direct enemies of the proletariat,
especially now, when together with the capitalists they are
suppressing' the revolutionary movement of the proletariat in
their own and in foreign countries.

“The other fcrm is the so-called ‘Centre,” which is also a
bourgecis perversion of Socialism. This current is observed in
equal degrees in all capitalist countries, and fluctuates between
sceial-chauvinists and commun’sts who at the same time strive
to preserve unity with the former, and try to revive the bank-
rupt Second International. The new Third Communist
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International alone conducts the struggle of the proletariat for
its emancipation, and the Russian Communist Party is one of
its detachments. This International was in fact created when
the real proletarian elements of former Socialist parties in
different countries, particularly in Germany, formed Communist
parties, and was formally established in March, 1919, at the
first conference in Moscow. The Communist International,
which is more and more gaining the sympathies of the masses
of the proletariat of all countries, not only in words but by
deeds, by its political content and ideology restores Marxism
and realises the revolutionary teaching of Marx now relieved
from all bourgeois and opportunist perversions.

“The Russian Communist Party developing the concrete
aims of the dictatorship of the proletariat with reference to
Russia, the chief characteristic of which is that the majority of
the population consists of petty bourgeoisie, defines these aims
as follows :—

GENERAL Pouiirtics

(1) Bourgeois republics, even the most democratic, and
sanctified by such watchwords as ‘“ will of the people,” ““will of
the nation,’” “‘no class privilege,”” remain in fact, owing to the
existence of private property in land and other means of pro-
duction, the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, an instrument for
exploitation and oppression of the broad masses of workers by
a small group of capitalists. Contrary to this, the proletariat of
Soviet democracy transformed all purely working-class
organisations, organisations.- of proletarians and  poorest
peasantry or semi-proletarians, i.e., the vast majority of the
population, into a single and permanent basis of the State
apparatus, local and central. By this act, the Soviet State
realised among other things local and regional autonomy
without the appointment of authorities from above, on a much
wider scale than is practised anywhere. The aim of the party is
to exert the greatest efforts in order to realise fully this highest
type of democracy which to function accurately requires a con-
tinually rising standard of culture, organisation, and activity on
the part of the working masses.

(2) Contrary to bourgeois democracy which concealed the
class character of the State, the Soviet authority openly
acknowledges that every State must inevitably bear a class
character until the division of society into classes has been
abolished and all government disappears. By its very nature,
the Soviet State directs itself to the suppression of the resistance
of the exploiters, and the Soviet constitution does not stop at
depriving the exploiters of their political rights, bearing in mind
that any kind of freedom is a deception if it is opposed to the
emancipation of labour from the yoke of capital. The aim of
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the party of the proletariat consists in carrying on a determined
suppression of the resistance of the exploiters, in struggling
against the deeply rooted prejudices concerning the absolute
character of bourgeois rights and freedom, and at the same
time to explain that deprivation of political rights and any
kind of limitation of freedom are necessary as temporary
measures in order to defeat the attempts of the exploiters to
retain or to re-establish their privileges. With the disappear-
ance of the possibility of the explecitation of one human being by
another the necessity for these measures will also gradually dis-
appear.

(8) Bourgeois democracy has limited itself to formally pro-
claiming political rights and freedom, such as right of combina-
tion, freedom of speech, freedom of press, equality of citizenship.
In practice, however, particularly in view of the economic slavery
of the working masses, it was impossible for the workers to enjoy
these rights and privileges to any great extent while the
bourgeois democracy was in power.

The proletarian democracy, on the contrary, instead of merely
proclaiming those rights and freedom, actually grants them first
of all to those classes and to the peasantry. For that purpose,
the Soviet State expropriates premises, printing offices, stores
of paper, &c., from the bourgecisie, placing these at the dis-
posal of the working masses and their organisations. The aim
of the Russian Communist Party is to encourage the working
masses to enjoy democratic rights and liberties, and to offer
them every opportunity for doing so.

(4) Bourgeois democracy through the ages proclaimed
equality of nations, irrespective of religion, race, or nationality,
and the equality of the sexes. Capitalism prevented the
realisation of this equality, and in its imperialist stage developed
race and national suppression. The Soviet Government, by
being the government of the working classes, for the first time
in history could in all spheres of life realise this equality, des-
troying the last traces of woman’s inequality in the sphere of
marriage and the family. At the present moment the work of
the party is principally intellectual and educational with the
aim of abolishing the last traces of former inequality and
prejudices, especially amongst the backward sections of the
proletariat and peasantry.

The party’s aim is not to limit itself to the formal proclama-
tion of woman’s equality, but to liberate woman from all the
burdens of antiquated methods of housekeeping by replacing
them by house-communes, publics kitchens, central laundries,
créches, &e.

{5) The Soviet Government, guaranteeing to the working
masses incomparably more opportunities to vote and to recall
their delegates in the most easy and accessible manner than
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they possessed at the time of bourgecis democracy and parlia-
mentarism, at the same time abolishes all the negative
features of parliamentarism especially the separation of legisla-
tive and executive authorities, the isolation of the government
institutions from the masses, &ec.

In Soviet Russia, not a territorial district, but a productive
unit (a factcry, mill), fcrms the electoral unit and the unit of
the State.  The State apparatus is thus connected with the
mMasses.

The aim of the party consists in endeavouring tc bring the
government apparatus intc closer contact with the masses, for
the purpose of realising democracy more fully and strictly in
practice by making Government officials responsible to, and
placing them under the control of, the masses.

(6) The Soviet Government includes in its organs, the Soviets,
workmen and soldiers, on a basis of complete equality and
unity cof interests, whereas bcurgeois democracy, in spite of all
its declarations, transformed the army into an instrument of the
wealthy classes, separated it from the masses, and set it against
them, destroying or depriving the scldiers of any opportunity
of exercising their political rights. The aim of the party is to
defend and to develop this unity of the workmen and soldiers
in the Soviets, and to strengthen the indissoluble connection
between the armed forces and the crganisations of the prole-
tariat and semi-proletariat.

7. The urban proletariat being the more concentrated, united,
and educated section of the working class hardened in battle,
played the part of leader in revolution. This was evidenced
while the Soviets were being created, as well as in the course of
development of the Soviets into organs of authority. Our Soviet
constitution reflects that in certain privileges it confers upon the
industrial proletariat in comparison with the more scattered
petty bcurgeois mass in the village.

The Russian Communist Party explalmng the temporary
character of those privileges, which are historically connected
with the difficulties of Socialist organisation of the village, must
try undeviatingly and systematically to take advantage of the
positicn of the industrial pioletariat in order closer to unite the
backward and the scattered masses of the village proletarians
and semi-proletarians as well as the middle-class peasantry, as a
counter-balance to the close corporation and narrow craft in-
terests which were fostered by capitalism amongst the workmen.

8. The proletarian revelution owing to the Soviet organisation
of the State was able at cne stroke finally to destroy the old
bourgeois, official, and judicial State apparatus. The compara-
tively low standard of culture ¢f the masses, the absence of
necessary experience in State administration on the part of
responsible workers who are elected by the masses, the pressing
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necessity owing to the critical position for engaging specialists
of the old school, and the calling up to military service of the
more advanced section of city workmen—all this led to the partial
revival of bureaucracy within the Soviet State.

The Russian Communist Party carrying on a resolute struggle
with bureaucracy suggests the following measures for overcoming
this evil :—

(1) Every member of the Soviet is obliged to perform a
certain duty in State administration.

(2) These duties must change in rotation, so as to gradually
embrace all branches of administrative work.

(8) All the working masses, without exception, must be
gradually induced to take part in the work of State administra-
tion,

The complete realisation of these measures will carry us in
advance of the Paris commune, and the simplification of the work
of administration, together with the raising of the level of culture
of the masses, will eventually lead to the abolition of the State.

NaTioNAL RELATIONS

9. The Russian Communist Party with reference tc the
national question is guided by the following theses :—

(1) The principal aim is to bring into closer connection the
proletarians and semi-proletarians of different nationalities for
the purpose of carrying on a general struggle for the overthrow
of the landlords and the bourgeoisie.

(2) In order to remove mistrust on the part of the working
masses of the oppressed countries towards the proletariat of those
States which formerly oppressed them, it is necessary to abolish
all privileges of any national group, to proclaim the fullest
equality of all nationalities, and to recognise the rights of colonies
and oppressed nations to separation.

(8) For the same purpose, as a temporary measure towards
achieving the unity of nations, the party suggests a federative
combination of all States organised on the Soviet basis.

The Russian Communist Party regards the question as to
which class expresses the desire of a nation for separation from an
historical class point of view, taking into consideration the level
of historic development of the nation, i.e., whether the nation is
passing from medievalism towards bourgecis democracy or from
bourgeois democracy towards Soviet or proletarian democracy,
&e.

In any case, particular care and attention must be exercised
by the proletarian of the oppressing nations towards the pre-
living national feelings of the working masses of the oppressed
nations, or naticns which are limited in their rights. Only by
such a policy is it possible to create favourable conditions for a
voluntary and real unity of different national elements of the
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international proletariat, as has been proved by the combination
of different national Soviet republics with Soviet Russia.

MILITARY AFFAIRS

10. The aims of the party with reference to military matters
can be expressed by the following fundamental theses :—

(1) In the period when imperialism is decaying and civil war
is spreading, it is possible neither to retain the old army nor to
construct a new one on a national and non-class basis. The Red
Army, as the instrument of the proletarian dictatorship, is com-
pelled to have an undisguised class character, i.e., its ranks
must be filled exclusively with proletarians and semi-proletarian
sections of the peasantry. Only with the abolition of classes
will this kind of army be transformed into a national sccialist
militia. :

(2) All proletarians and semi-proletarians must undergo a
course of military training. Military training must be introduced
into schools. )

(8) The work of military training and the education of the
Red Army is conducted on the basis of class solidarity and
socialist education.  Therefore, political-commissaries chosen
from devoted and trustworthy Communists are as necessary as
military officials, and Communist groups must be organised in all
sections of the army in order to establish class conscious
discipline and an intellectual link with the party.

(4) As a counter-balance to the old order of things in the
army, the following changes are necessary : shorter periods of
barrack training, barracks to be nearer to the type of military
and military-political schools, closer connection between military
formations and mills, factories, trade unions, and organisations
of the poorest peasantry.

(5) Only officers corps drawn at first from the lower ranks
and from amongst class-conscious workmen and peasants can
add the necessary organisation and stability to the young revolu-
tionary army. Therefore, one of the principal aims in the con-
struction of the army is the training of the most energetic and
capable soldiers devoted to the cause of Socialism to be able to
perform the duties of commanders.

(6) It is necessary to make use of and adopt on a wide scale
the practical and the technical experience of the last world war.
In connection with this it is necessary to attract mliitary special-
ists who have gone through the training of the old army for the
organisation of the army and for conducting military operations.
At the same time this attraction of military specialists must be
done on condition that political guidance and full control over
military officials is concentrated in the hands of the working
class.
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(7) The demand that the military command should be
elective had great significance with reference to the bourgeois
army where the military command were chosen and trained to
become an instrument of class oppression of soldiers, and
through them of the working masses. This demand has no
significance with reference to the Red Army composed of class-
conscious workmen and peasantry. The possibility of contriv-
ing the election and appointment of the military command of
the revoluticnary class-conscious Red Army is dictated exclu-
sively by practical consideration and depends upon the standard
of organisation attained, the degree of solidarity of the parts
of the army, and the effective force of the command, &ec.

JURISPRUDENCE

11. Proletarian democracy, taking power into its own hands
and finally abolishing the organs of domination of the bourgeoisie
—the former courts of justice—has replaced the formula of bour-
gecis democracy : ‘judges elected by the people,” by the class
watchword : ‘the judges must be elected from the working
masses and only by the working class.’

In order to induce the broad masses of the proletariat and
the peasantry to take part in the administration of justice, a
bench of jury-judges sitting in rotation under the guidance of a
permanent judge is introduced and various labour organisations
and trade unions must impanel their delegates.

The Soviet Government has replaced the former endless
series of courts of justice with their various grades by a very
simplified, uniform system of people’s courts accessible to the
population and devoid of useless delay.

The Soviet Government, abolishing all the laws of the over-
thrown Governments, commissioned the judges elected by the
Soviets to carry out the will of the proletariat in compliance with
its decrees and in cases of absence or incompleteness of decrees
to be guided by Socialist conscience.

Constructed on such a basis, the courts of justice have
already led to a fundamental alteration of the character of
punishment, introducing conditional verdicts on a wide scale,
applying public censure as a form of punishment, replacing
imprisonment by obligatory labour with the retention ‘of free-
dom, reformation in tribunals, institutions and applying the
principle of ‘Comrade Tribunals’ (tribunals selected from an
accused person’s fellow workers).

The Russian Communist Party, in order to assist the further
development of the courts of justice on these lines, will try its
utmost to induce all workmen without exception to perform
judicial duties and finally strive to substitute the system of
punishment by educational measures.
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Pusric EpucatioN

12. The Russian Communist Party in the sphere of education
considers its task to bring to fulfilment the work begun after the
October Revolution, 1917, which consists in transforming the
school from being the instrument of the domination of the bour-
geoisie into an instrument for the abolition of the class division
of society, into an instrument for a Communist regeneration of
society.

In the period of dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e., in the
period when conditions suitable for the realisation of Communism
are created, the school must be not only the conductor of Com-
munist principles, but become the conductor of intellectual,
organisational, and educational influences of the proletariat to
the semi-proletariat and non-proletariat sections of the working
masses, in crder to educate a generation capable of establishing
Ccmmunism. The immediate aim in this direction is at the
present time the further development of the following bhasis of
the school and educational work which was already established
by the Soviet Government.

(1) The introduction of free and compulsory general and
technical education (instruction in the theory and practice of the
principal branches of production) for all children of both sexes
up to the age of 17.

(2) The foundation of a system of pre-school institutions :
créches, kindergartens, homes, &c.  This would improve the
social development of women and assist their emancipation.

(8) Full realisation of principles of a uniform industrial
school with co-education for children of both sexes, free from
religious influence; a school where tuition is closely connected
with socially useful labour and which prepares accomplished
members of a Communist society.

(4) The supply of all pupils with food, clothes, boots, and
school appliances at the cost of the State.

(5) The preparation of a new class of teachers who are
imbued with the ideas of Communism.

(6) To induce the working masses to take an active part in
educational work (the development of ‘councils of public educa-
tion,” mobilisation of educated people, &c.).

(7) General State assistance of self-education and an intel-
lectual develepment of workers and peasants (creation of a
system of institutions for out of school education such as
libraries, adult schiols, people’s palaces, and wuniversities,
courses of lectures, cinemas, studies, &ec.).

(8) Spreading on a large scale of professional education for
persons from the age of 17 in connection with technical know-
ledge.

(9) To make all universities accessible to all desiring study,
particularly for the workman: to attract all people able to
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lecture to become instructors in these universities, to abolish
all artificial barriers standing in the way of young scientists
reaching professional chairs : financial support of students in
order to offer the proletarians and the peasants the fullest
opportunity to take advantage of the universities.

(10) To open and make accessible to the working classes all
the art treasures which were created by the exploitation of
their labour and which were formerly at the exclusive disposal
of the exploiters.

(11) To develop the propaganda of Communist ideas on a
wide scale and for that purpose of taking advantage of the
State means and apparatus.

RELIGION

18. With reference to religion, the Russian Communist Party
does not content itself with the already declared separation
of church from State, i.c., measures which are one of the items

of the programme of bourgeois democracy, which was, however,
never fulfilled owing to many and various ties binding capital
with religious propaganda.

The Russian Communist Party is guided by the conviction
that only the realisation of class conscious and systematic social
and economic activity of the masses will lead to the disappear-
ance of religious prejudices. The aim of the party is finally
to destroy the ties between the exploiting classes and organisa-
tions for religious propaganda, at the same time helping the
working class to actually liberate its mind from religious super-
stitions, and organising on a wide scale secular and anti-
theological propaganda. It is, however, necessary to carefully
avoid offending the religious susceptibilities of believers which
leads only to the strengthening of religious famaticism.

EcoNomMmics

14. (1) Undeviatingly to continue and finally to realise the ex-
propriation of the bourgeocisie which was begun and which has
already largely completed, the transforming of all means of pro-
duction and exchange into the property of the Sowviet Republic,
i.e., the common property of all the working masses.

(2) All possible increase of the productive forces of the
country must be considered the fundamental and principal points
upon which the economic policy of the Soviet Government is
based, in view of the disorganisation of the country, everything
in otheér spheres of life must be subjugated to the practical aim
immediately and at all costs to increase the quantity of products
required by the population. The productivity of labour in every
Soviet institution connected with public economy must be gauged
by the practical results in this direction.

(14)



At the same time it is necessary in the first place to pay
attention to the following :—

(8) The decaying imperialist system of economy left to the
Soviet State an inheritance of chaos in the organisation and
management of production which hampered it in the first period
of construction. The more imperative therefore becomes the
fundamental task of concentrating all the economic activity of
the country according to a general State plan : the greatest con-
centration of production for the purpose of amalgamating it in
the most productive units, and for the purpose of rapidity in
carrying out economic achievements, the most efficient arrange-
ment of the productive apparatus and a rational and economical
utilisation of all material resources of the country.

It is necessary to extend economic co-operation and political
ties with other nations, and try at the same time to establish
a general economic plan with those which have already adopted
the Soviet system of construction.

(4) It is necessary to utilise petty and handicraft industry to
the widest extent by placing Government orders with handi-
craftsmen; to include handicraft and petty industry into the
general scheme of supplying raw materials and fuel, as well as
financial assistance on condition that individual handicraftsmen,
handicraft associations, productive coroperative societies and
small enterprises will amalgamate into large productive and in-
dustrial units; to encourage such amalgamations by offering
them econcmic privileges, which together with other measures
are aimed at defeating the aspirations of the handicraftsmen
to become small manufacturers and thus painlessly replace the
backward forms of production by a higher, large machine industry.

(5) The organising apparatus of socialised industry must first
of all rest upon the trade unions. The latter must free them-
selves from their narrow guild outlook and transform themselves
into large productive combinations, which will unite the majority,
and finally the whole of the workmen of a certain branch of
production.

Trade unions being already, according to the laws of the
Soviet Republic, and established by practice, participants in
all local and central apparatus managing industry, must actually
concentrate in their hands the management of the whole system
of public economy as an economic unit. The trade unions,
_thug securing an indissoluble union between the central
State administration, public system of economy, and the
masses of the workmen, must induce the latter to take
part in the immediate management of production. The partici-
pation of trade unions in the management of production and
the attraction by them of the working masses is, moreover,
the principal means to carry on a struggle against bureaucracy
in the economic apparatus of the Soviet and affords the
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opportunity of establishing a really democratic contrel over the
results of production.

(6) Maximum utilisation of all labour power existing in the
State, its regular distribution and re-distribution among various
territorial regions as well as amongst various branches of produc-
tion is necessary for the systematic development of public
economy and must be the :mmediate aim in the economic policy
of the Soviet Government. This aim can be attained in cloisest
co-operation with the trade unions. For the purpose of per-
forming ceirtain social duties, a general mobilisation of all those
capable of working must be carried cut by the Soviet Govern-
ment, aided by the trade unions cn a much wider scale and more
systematically than has been dene hitherto.

(7) Under circumstances of the complete disorganisation of
the capitalist system of labour, the productive forces of the
country can be restored and developed and a social system of
production strengthened only on the basis of the discipline of
workmen, maximum activity cn their part, responsibility and
stiictest mutual conticl over the productivity of labour.

Persistent systematic effort directed to the education of the
working masses is necessary to attain this aim. This work
is ncw made easier as the masses in reality see the abolition
of capitalists, landowners, and merchants, and from their own
experience draw the conclusion that the standard of their
prosperity depends entirely upon the productivity of their
labour.

The trade unions play the principal part in the work directed
to the establishment of a mew social discipline. The latter
severing with cld connections must put into practice and try
various measures, such as the establishment of control, establish-
ing standard of production, the introduction of responsibility of
the workmen before special labour tribunals, &c., for the
realisation of this aim.

(8) Moreover, for the development of the productive forces
the immediate wide and full utilisation of all specialists in science
and technique left to us by capitalism is necessary in spite of
the fact that the latter are imbued with bourgeois ideas and
habits. The party considers that the pericd of sharp struggle
with this section owing to organised sabotage on their part is
ended as the sabotage is subdued. The party in closest contact
with the trade unions will follow its former line of action, i.e.,
on one band will make no political concessions to this bourgeois
section and mercilessly suppress any counter-revolutionary
attempt on its part, and on the cther hand will carry on a
merciless struggle against the pseudo-radical, but in reality,
ignorant and conceited opinion that the working class can over-
come capitalism and the bourgecis order without the aid of
bourgeois specialists or taking advantage of their knowledge
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without passing together with them through a thorough schcoling
cf hard work.

While striving towards equal remuneration of labour and to
realise Communism, the Soviet Government does not regard the
immediate realisation of such equality possible at the moment,
when only the first steps are being taken towards replacing
capitalism by Communism. It is, therefore, necessary to
maintain a higher remuneration for specialists in order that they
should work not worse, but better than before and for that
purpose it is not wise to abolish the system of bonuses, for the
most successful, particularly for work cf orgamisation.

To the same degree, it is necessary to place the bourgeois
experts in comradely relations with general labour, working
hand in hand with the masses of average workers led by class
conscious Communists and thus to assist the mutual understand-
ing and unity between physical and intellectual workers formerly
separated by capitalism.

(9) The Scviet Government has already adopted a number of
measures directed to the development of science and for bringing
it into closer contact with production, viz., the creation of a
number cf new scientific institutions, laboratories, stations for
research purposes, experimental production in order to verify
new technical methods, improvements and inventions, taking
stock of and organising al!l scientific forces. The Russian
Cemmunist Party supporting all these measures, strives to attain
their further development and to create more favourable
conditions for scientific work in its connection with the increase
of the preductive forces of the country.

AGRICULTURE. RuUraL EcoNomy

15. The Soviet Government, realising the complete abolition
of private property in land, has already begun to carry out
a series of measures directed to the organisaticn of socialist
agriculture on a wide scale.  The principal measures are as
follows : 1. The establishment of Soviet farms, i.e., large
socialist economies. 2. Assistance to societies as well as friendly
asscciations for social land cultivation. 8. Organisation by the
state of the cultivation of all uncultivated land irrespective of to
whom it belongs. 4. State mobilisation of all agricultural forces
for the purpose of taking most energetic measures to increase
agricultural productivity. 5. The support of agricultural
communes as voluntary associations of agricultural labourers
for the purpcse of conducting a general system of economy on a
large scale.

The Russian Communist Party, considering all these measures
as the only way towards the absolutely indispensable increase
of productivity of agricultural labcur, strives to extend them to
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the more backward regions of the country, and as further steps
in this direction, the Russian Communist Party particularly
supports :—

(1) All possible encouragement by the State of agricultural
co-operative societies engaged in the production of agricultural
preduce.

(2) The introduction of a system of melioration on a wide
scale.

(8) The systematic supply on a wide scale of agricultural
implements through special hiring offices to the poorest and the
middle-class peasantry.

The Russian Communist Party, taking into consideration that
the petty system of agriculture will last for a considerable time
yet, strives to carry out a series ¢f measures directed to the
increase of productivity of agriculture. The measures are : 1. The
regulation of the exploitation of land by the peasants (abolition
of scattered fields, &c.). 2. The supply to the peasantry of
improved seeds and artificial manure. 8. The improvement of
the breed of cattle. 4. The spreading of agricultural science.
5. Agricultural aid to the peasantry. 6. The repair of peasants’
agricultural implements in Sowviet workshops. 7. The establish-
ment of hiring stores, experimental stations, exhibition fields,
&c. 8. The improvement of rural land.

16. The opposition between the town and the village is one
of the chief causes of economic and cultural backwardness of the
village. In periods of serious crisis such as the present, this
opposition places the town and village before the immediate
danger of degeneration and destruction. The Russian
Communist Party sees in the abolition of this opposition one of
the principal tasks of Communist construction, and amongst
other measures considers essential the systematic attraction of
industrial workmen to Communist construction in agriculture,
and greater activity on the part cf the already established
‘Workmen’s Co-operative Committee,” &ec.

17. The Russian Communist Party in its work in the village,
as formerly, looks for support to the proletarian. and semi-
proletarian section of it, and in the first place organises this
section into an independent force, creating party circles in the
village, organisations of the rural poor, special types of trade
unions of village proletarians and semi-proletarians, and so on,
bringing them into closer contact with the urban proletarians,
freeing them from the influence of the rural bourgeoisie and the
interests of small property holders.

The relation of the Russian Communist Party towards the
rural bourgeoisie is one of carrying on a resolute struggle against
their attempts at exploitation, and determination to suppress
their resistance to the Soviet policy.
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The policy of the Russian Communist Party with reference
to the middle-class peasantry consists in gradually and syste-
matically attracting it to the work of Socialistic construction. The
party’s aim is to separate this section from the rural bourgeoisie,
by giving consideration to its needs, to bring it over to the side of
the proletariat, to struggle against its backwardness by means of
education and by no means by suppression, in all cases where the
vital interests of this section are involved to come to an agreement
with it, and making concessions to it on questions referring to
methods of realising Socialist reorganisation.

DisTRIBUTION

18. In the sphere of distribution, the task of the Soviet
Government at the present time is undeviatingly to replace
private trade by a systematic distribution of products on a
national scale. The aim is to organise the population into a
uniform network of consumers’ communes which will be able
with the greatest rapidity, systematically, economically, and
with the least expenditure of labour to distribute all necessary.
produects, strictly centralising the apparatus for distribution.

The already existing general and workmen’s co-operative
societies, which is one of the largest organisations of consumers
and which the development of capitalism has made a most
proficient apparatus for distribution cn a large scale, will become
the basis of the communes of consumers.

The Russian Communist Party, considering more correct on
principle the further development of the Communist co-operative
apparatus and not its abolition, must systematically continue its
policy : to make the work in co-operative societies obligatory
for all members of the party, to conduct them with the aid of
trade unions on a Communist basis, to develop amongst the
workers in co-operative societies initiative and discipline, to strive
towards securing that the whole population belong to co-operative
sccieties, combined into one co-operative embracing all Soviet
Russia, and finally—and most essentially——to securing that the
influence of the proletariat on other sections of the working class
should always prevail, and the introduction of measures
facilitating and realising the transformation of petty bourgeois
co-operatives of the old capitalist type into communes of con-
sumers conducted by the proletariat and semi-proletariat.

FiNaNcE AND BANKING

19. The Russian Soviet Government, avoiding a repetition
of the mistake of the Paris commune, immediately expropriated
the State Bank, then proceeded to the nationalisation of private
and ccmmercial banks, State Treasury, and State Bamk, thus
laying the foundation of a uniform national bank of Soviet
Russia and transforming the banks from an instrument of
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economic domination of financial capital into an organ of power
of the workers and a lever of economic revolution. The Russian
Ccmmunist Party, considering its aim to be the final accomplish-
ment of the work begun by the Soviet Government, regards the
following principles as paramount :—

(1) The moncpolisation of all banking by the Soviet State.

(2) A complete alteration and simplification of bank transac-
tions by transforming the banks into an apparatus for uniform
account and general bock-keeping of Soviet Russia. The
organisation ¢f a systematic public economy will lead to the
abolition of the bank and to the transformation of it into a
central book-keeping department of the Communist society.

20. In the first period of transition of capitalism to
Communism, while Communist production and distribution of
products is not yet organised, it is impossible to abolish money.
Under such conditions, the bourgeois 'sections of society are able
to utilise money which still remains private property for the
purpose of speculation, profiteering, and robbery of the working
classes. The Russian Communist Party strives towards the
adoption of a series of measures which will render it possible to
carry on operations without the aid of money on a wider field,
and which will lead to the abolition of money; compulsory
depositing of money in the public bank; the introduction of
budget books ; the replacing of money by cheques; short term
tickets for procuring products, and so on.

" TAXATION

21. In the pericd commencing with the socialisation of the
means of production expropriated from the capitalists, the State
ceases to be a parasite apparatus ruling the process of produc-
tion : it becomes transformed into an organisation performing
the functions of administrating the economic system of the
" country and to that extent the State Budget becomes the Budget
of public econcmy as a whole.

Under such circumstances the balancing of State revenues
and expenditure can be realised on the condition that State
production and distribution of products is arranged in the most
efficient manner. The Russian Communist Party, with reference
to the covering of immediate State expenditure in the period
of transition, defends the transition from the system of levies
imposed on the capitalists as being historically necessary and
legal in the period of social-revolution to the progressive income
and property tax. In as much as this tax becomes obsolete,
owing to the general expropriation of the propertied class,
State expenditure must be met by the direct conversion of a
part of the income derived from the various State monopolies
into State revenue.
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Howusine

22. The Soviet Government, in trying to solve the housing
problem particularly sharpened during the war, has expropriated
completely all the houses of landlord capitalists and handed
them over to the municipal Soviets; has removed a number of
workmen from the suburbs into bourgecis houses, handed over
the best houses to the workmen’s organisations, undertaking the
maintenance of these at the cost of the State; and has arranged
for the supply of furniture to workmen’s families,

The aim of the Russian Communist Party is to exert the
greatest efforts for the improving of the housing conditions of the
werking masses; the abnlition of overcrowding into insanitary
quarters ; the abolition ¢f improper houses, the rebuilding of old
houses, and the building of new ones which will be in conformity
with the new ccnditions of life of the working masses.

PROTECTION OF LABOUR AND SOCIALL MAINTENANCE

28. The establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat for
the first time created the opportunity enabling the minimum
programme of all Sccialist parties in the sphere of the protection
of lakour to be completely realised.

The Scviet Government, by legislative enactment, has
introduced the ‘Code of Labour Laws,” has ratified as a
maximum an eight hcours’ day for all workmen. For persons
under eighteen and those working in unhealthy branches of
prcduction, and for mimers, six hours a day. All workmen
get forty-two hours uninterrupted rest every week ; the prohibi-
tion of continuous overtime; the prohibition of employment
of young persons under sixteen, the prohibition of employment
of night work, particularly in harmful branches of production,
for all women and males under eighteen; the exemption from
vork of pregrant women eight weeks before and eight weeks
after confinement with the maintenance of full wages together
with free medical assistance and medicine. All nursing women
are permitted not less than half an hour every three hours for .
nursing their babies, and all nursing mothers receive supple-
mentary subsidies ; factory and sanitary inspectors are elected
by the trade union councils.

The Soviet Government by legislative enactment has intro-
duced complete social maintenance of all workmen not exploit-
ing the labour of others in case of their losing capacity for
work, and for the first time in the world introduced insurance
unemployment of workmen at the cost of employers and of
the State, granting complete autocnomy to those who are main-
tained with the participation of trade unions.

Moreover, the Soviet Government in some respects has gone
further than the minimum programme and laid down in the
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same ‘Code of Labour Laws’ the participation of the workmen’s
crganisations in the discussion of questions referring to the
hiring and discharging of workmen; a month’s holiday for all
workmen who worked continually for not less than a year with
the maintenance of wages; the State regulation of wages
accord'ng to rates worked ocut by trade unions; the duty of
certain organs such as the Soviet and trade union departments
for the distribution and regulation of labour power in order
to provide work for unemployed workmen.

The extreme destruction caused by the war and the pressure
of world imperialism have compelled the Soviet Government
to depart from the code in the following instances : to allow over-
time in exclusive cases, but not exceeding fifty days in the
course of one year; to permit youths between fourteen and six-
teen to work, but the length of their working day not to exceed
four hours; temporarily to reduce holidays from a month to
a fortnight; to increase the hours of night work to seven.

The Russian Communist Party must carry on propaganda
for the participation of all workmen in the realisation of all
these measures for the protection of labour, for which purpose
it is necessary :— .

(1) Toi make the work of organisation and extension of
labour inspection more intensive by choosing and preparing
for that purpose active workers from amongst the workmen
and to extend inspection to small and home industry.

(2) To finally abolish boy and girl labour, and further to
decrease the working hours for young persoms.

Besides that, the Russian Communist Party’s task is to
establish :—

(1) With the general increase of productivity of labour
the six hours working day as a maximum without reduction of
wages, but on condition that all workers must devote two
hours overtime without pay to the study of the theory of trade
and industry, to practical training for State administration
and military drill.

" (2) The introduction of the premium bonus system for the
encouragement and increase of labour productivity.

The Russian Communist Party in the sphere of social main-
tenance strives to organise on a large scale the State support
not cnly of the war vietims and victims of various catastrophies,
but the victims of abnormal social relations. The Party also
conduets a struggle against parasitism and idleness.

ProtecTiION OF PuUBLIC HEALTH

24. The task of the Russian Communist Party as the starting
point in its work for protection of public health, considers
the realisation of sanitary measures on a large scale for the
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purpose of preventing the spreading of disease. The dictator-
ship has already created the opportunity for carrying out a
series of measures, the realisation of which was out of the question
in bourgeois society : the nationalisation of drug stores, large
private medical institutions, health resorts, compulsory work
for all medical men and women, and so on.
In conformity with the above the Russian Communist Party
considers its immediate task :—
(1) To carry out in the interests of the working masses
sanitary measures on a large scale, such as :—
(a) Sanitation of inhabited places (guarding of soil, water,
and air).
(b) Setting up communal feeding on a scientific and
hygienic basis,
(¢) The organisation of measures preventing the develop-
ment and spreading of infectious diseases.
(d) The introduction of sanitary legislation.
(2) The struggle with social diseases (consumption, venereal
diseases, alcoholism, &c.).
(8) To make free and qualified medical assistance and
medicine accessible to all.”
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The Programme of the

Communist Party of Germany

(Section of the Communist International)

AN OUTLINE

HE Central Committee of the E.P.D. herewith submit for

discussion by the Party comrades the outline of a pro-

gramme of the E.P.D. This outline will be submitted
firstly to the meeting of the Central Committee on October 14
and 15, secondly to the Fourth Congress of the Communist
International, and finally to the German Party Conference,
which will probably be held at the beginning of January

On the eve of the flood of bourgeocis revolutions, Communism
sounded its mighty call to battle to the proletarians of all
countries. Boldly and menacingly it announced the inevitable
downfall of the capitalist social crder.

It saw the future grave-diggers of capitalism arise within
bourgeois society itself : the working class, which as a result
of the oppression and exploitation of the capitalists was steadily
growing and was becoming a united and well trained body.

After the first revolutionary convulsions the capitalist world
order had a remarkable recovery.

To-day, however, the historic prophecy of Communism is
being fulfilled, and the death sentence which it pronounced on the
old world order is about to be carried out.

The capitalist world is in its death throes. The hour of its
destruction has struck. At last the age long struggle of the
oppressed and exploited masses for emancipation is approaching
its end.

The proletariat of to-day is bringing to an issue the struggle
of the slaves against the slave holders of the medieval serfs
against the feudal landowners of the agrarian village communes
against the eastern despots.

By breaking the chains of wage slavery, the proletariat
puts an end to the exploitation and the oppression of man
by man.

A few thousand of the more advanced proletarians in some
countries of Central and Western Europe were the first to rally
around the banner of Communism. Seventy-five years of
existence have promoted Communism to a world power.

Millions of proletarians and of poor peasants in all countries
and on all continents, of all nationalities and races, are following
the banner of Communism.

The June rising of the Paris proletariat in 1848 and the
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gloriows Paris commune of 1871 were drowned by the bourgeoisie
in streams of bloed.

To-day the banrer of Communism is floating victoriously
over a territery comprising a sixth part of the globe.

Communism has entered the sphere of the great power and
it has overcome all resistance by armed force.

Communism is not any longer in the dim and distant future.

It is an accomplished fact.

Its reign has already begun.

CHAPTER 1.

THE RISE AND FALL OF CAPITALISM

I. TaE PERIOD OF IMPERIALISM

1. Towards the end of the nineteenth century capitalism
entered into a new phase. This was the beginning of imperialism.
In the dim and smoke of colonial wars which broke out in
America, Asia, and finally also in Europe itself, capitalism grew
to a gigantic size. The paleclithic hunting and fishing tribes
of New Guinea, and patriarchal pastoral tribes of Africa, the
most ancient cultural dominions of Asia, in fact the whole
world, was opened up by capitalism, and in the course of one
generation was put more or less under its dominion. The
colonial conquests of capitalism during the period (from
1884-1914) exceed in magnitude the achievements of the pre-
ceding four hundred years. Boundless prospects were opened
up before capitalism. Its politicians, writers, artists, and
philosophers depicted the greatness cof capitalist domination in
glowing colours. The glamour of imperialism intoxicated not
only the big bourgeoisie but also the petty bourgeoisie,
the Dbourgeois intellectuals and even a section of the
working class. However, the turning point and the descent
began before the highest summit was reached. A period of
national risings and bourgeois revolutions has set in in the
patriarchal and semi-feudal peasant countries of the East in which
European capitalism had begun to get a fcoting (Turkey, Persia,
China, &e.). Finally, the conflagration of the colonial wars had
its repercussion in the European mother countries. Three Ba'kan
wars followed each cther, only to break out into the general
world conflagration—the world war which drew into its orbit
almost the entire world. The downfall of the occident, viz.,
of the Eurcpean capitalism, is drawing near.

2. In the imperialist epoch free competition in the chief in-
dustries, in banking, in commerce, and in transport was sub-
stituted by the capitalist monopolist system, and the individual
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capitalists by the capitalist combines (syndicates, cartels, and
trusts). Whole branches of industry are combined into a few
or into one capitalist combine. Several branches of industry
and several industries of a similar character are amalgamated and
dominate the whole industry. In the chief capitalist countries
the struggle of the individual capitalists among themselves and
against the small industries is superseded by the struggle of the
capitalist. combine against the individual capitalists and by that
of the capitalist combines among each other. The competition
thus engendered results in amalgamations : cartels, associations,
and fusions only to break out subsequently on a larger scale
and to end finally in the formation of gigantic momnopolies.
Monopoly leads to competition between trusts and the com-
petition leads to an enlarged monopoly. The monopoly com-
bines do nct stop short at frontiers. They extend into inter-
national combines which are, however, again interfered with by
the struggles for power of the national combines which make use
of the State Power in order to settle their mivalries. Bank
capital is alto being concentrated into fewer hands, which
facilitates the formation of gigantic banks. Bank capital is
obtaining a footing in the monopolised- industries, and partici-
pates in their control and management. On the other hand,
industrial capital is obtaining a footing in the banking business.
This results in the increasing concentration of industrial and
bank capital, their transformation into finance capital and in the
domination of the economic life of large industrial States by a
small number of the closely connected groups of monopolists.
A few hundred bank and trust kings are ruling over the economic
life of the world.

Under monopolist capitalism free trade is superseded by
high protective tariffs. The high protective tariffs become a
specific means for the highly developed capitalist States to
secure monopolist excess profits, and to render more difficult or
to entirely destroy the competition of imperialist rivals in the
colonial countries.

The preceding capitalist period organised production in single
factories and in single branches of industry. The imperialist-
monopoiist method has put a number of factories of a similar
type, whole branches of industries and whole industries, under a
uniform and systematic management. In times of crisis, when
its existence is at stake, capitalism within great States sometimes
temporarily puts the entire industry, commerce, the transport
system and banking (within certain limits) under a single
management. The imperialist epoch has greatly hastened the
socialisation of the process of production. Thanks to these, world
markets and world economy which were formerly mere
tendencies have become a reality.
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Moreover, it has immensely widened and enriched the social
forces of production. Systematic research and inventions are
no longer restricted to a few inventors, but are the concern
of State research departments and of the large industrial com-
bines of important scientific discoveries and technical inventions,
and a rapid mutual improvement and furthering cof both.
Electricity has begun its victorious career, and oil and
electricity have revolutionised industry and transport. Dirigible
airships, aeroplanes, submarines, wireless telegraphy and tele-
phony have reduced distances to nothing, have increased speed,
and the circumstances of world intercourse and of entire social
life. The steam and water turbines, the petrol motors and the
electrical power have revolutionised the cld methods of pro-
ducing energy, and have created hitherto undreamt of possibilities
of carrying it over wide distances and of distributing it from
a few centres. Chemistry has displaced the old vegetable dyeing
materials, and the chemical preparation of nitrates and other
artificial manures has created new possibilities for the expansion
of agriculture. Applied biology has discovered new methods
for plant and animal breeding. The worker in the modern
industries compelled to follow in the wake of the technical revo-
lution has become a Proteus, and has soon learnt to adapt him-
self to new surroundings and new methods of work. While
less is demanded of his physical strength, more is demanded of
his intelligence and his technical knowledge.  The technical
revolution is continually depreciating the technical knowledge
of the workers, but at the same time it increases their versatility
and their self reliance. It reduced the mumber of thighfly
specialised experts to a minimum while it increases the mobility
and the adaptability of the semi-skilled workers.

Monopolist capitalism does not develop agriculture at the
same rate as the industries. However, a continuous industrial-
isation of the big agricultural concerns and their direct linking
up with the industry is taking place. Agriculture, hampered
as it is by land monopoly and by small peasant proprietorship,
cannot keep pace with the rapid and impetuous expansion of
industry.  The epoch of imperialism is producing a growing
disproportion between industry and agriculture.

3. The productive forces, newly created during the period
of one generation, greatly transcend the achievements of previous
centuriess.

These gigantic productive forces are not produced by capital-
ism for their own sake. They are the unintentional result of the
inevitable means employed by capitalism for increasing its profits,
and are an inseparable adjunct of the growth of capitalism.
This growth in all its phases is bound up with the necessity
of acquiring new marks and of adding non-capitalist regions to
its possessions. Inherent conditions are continually inducive to
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conquer new markets, to open up new sources of raw materials
and to absorb within itself her labour power from all parts of the
world. The enormous growth of capitalist productive forces
during the imperialist epoch and their monopolist amalgamation
were possible only as a resuit of the continuous incorporation of
new regions, colonies, and semi-colonies, and owing to the export
of goods and capital. In its rapid progress throughout the
woild capitalism has not only roused new and hitherto slumbering
forces, opened up new sources of raw materials, enlisted new
human masses into its labour army and carried capitalist means
of producticn into new regions, but it has also destroyed by brute
force entire populations, wiped out whole races, has reduced
millicns of coloured people to the lowest level of existence and
slavery. In fact it acted in a relentless and predatory fashion
wherever it set foot, it has destroyed everywhere the ancient
self-supporting village communes, has robbed them of their
land by methods of viclence or through heavy taxation. By
appropriating the wealth of their soil, it has destroyed their
primitive home industries, and it has made the members of
these communes an easy prey for its exploitation. After
undermining these primitive communes, imperialism with the
aid of its naval guns and its colonial armies forced them to
open their frontiers for ‘its’’ goods.

It has destroyed the small peasant farms, the American and
Transvaal farmers, the Australian squatters, and the farmers
in the colonial countries, partly by means of great economic
pressure and partly by brute force. It has occupied their lands
and has reduced them to political and economic slavery.

After dissolving the self-supporting communes and the
patriarchal peasant farms, imperialism introduced into the
colonial countries the capitalist industries. Thus with its own
hand it executed rivals for itself. By developing industry in the
colonies the capitalist economic system is narrowing the field
of its further existence and is rendering competition more acute
owing to the shrinkage of the non-capitalist markets to an
extent that renders them incapable of absorbing the products of
the growing productive forces.

The highest expansion of capitalism constitutes at the same
time the highest expansion of the exploitation and enslavement
of the working masses of the home countries as well as of the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, which in its turn heightens
the contradict’on and antagonisms within the capitalist world
order and causes the periodical, social, political and economic
crises and catastrophies.

4. Monopolist capitalism has abolished laisser-faire and
anarchy in the various branches of industry only to create worse
anarchy and more intense competition. The systematic manage-
ment of the various trusts, cartels and syndicates is met by the
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capitalist anarchic competition within the various States and
within the world market. During the epoch of imperialism the
werld markets had become the arena for the cont.nuous differ-
ences, tensions and struggies between the -capitalist groups
belonging to the various States. Under monopolist development
the price paid for the concentration of production within the
limits of certain branches or groups of industry is—curtailment
of production and the retarding of technical progress.  The
capitalist monopoly has brought down its home rival with the
weapons of technical progress and low prices, it frequently
begins to hamper technical progress, and endeavours to increase
its total profits not by increased production, but by obtaining
monopolist profits at the expense of the cther industries. The
capitalist exploitation of colonies and semi-colonies by a few
countries is accompanied by the transformation of industrial
capital into financial and usurers’ capita!, and by the transform-
ation of the industrial capitalists themselves into idle rentiers
and parasites.

5. Monopolist capitalism, by concentrating the management
of entire States in the hands of a few capitalist combines and by
restricting capitalist competition, has become the all-powerful,
brutal, and relentless opponent of the working class as a whole.
It has rendered the exploitation of the wide proletarian masses
and of the small bourgeoisie more acute by adding to the ex-
ploitation in the factories an even more acute exploitation in
the world market. It has increased military expenditure to the
utmost, thus putting heavy burdens on the shoulders cf the
working class, of the peasantry, the artisans and small and midd’e
bourgeoisie. It has intensified the process of proletarianisation
of the professional and commercial intellectuals. It has widened
the gulf between the backward small industries and the we!ll
equipped big industries. Thus it has brought into being a middle
section of society consisting of small capitalists, artisans, small
peasants, small rentiers, and traders which is economically ruined
and s vacillating between reaction and revolution. Indignation
and resistance against the increasing oppression and the ever
present menace of war are growing within the working class
which monopolist capitalism is herding together in gigantic in-
dustrial undertakings and in mammoth industrial cities, while
increasingly powerful woerkers’ organisations are rising up to
oppose the organisations cf the capitalists. The isolated strike is
beginning to lose its efficiency. In the face of the gigantic
development of capitalism, the class struggle is making use of a
more powerful weapon : the economic and political mass strike
which brings whole industries and whole industrial districts into
the fray. At the same time monopolist capitalism has
corrupted some sections of the intellectuals, of the petty
bourgeoisie, and even some members of the working class by
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allowing them a share in the momnopolist profits. Imperialism
does not only proletarianise the wide masses of the toilers, it
also corrupts the upper strata of the working class. A section
of the working class, of the intellectuals and of the petty-
bourgeoisie participates in the general predatory policy of
capitalism.  This state of corruption enabled imperialism to
establish a sham democracy. Colonial expansion and competition
in armaments, protective tariffs and excessive taxation are im-
possible without the active support or at least the acquiescence
of the middle classes and also of some sections of the proletariat.
Monopolist capitalism needs ‘‘law and order’’ at home. With the
assistance of the corrupted section of the proletariat and lower
middle class and by means of small gifts, harmless reforms, and
sham democcratic right, it has succeeded in harnessing the wide
masses to its chariot, in exploiting them to the utmost, and in
driving them to the battlefields to which they went unresistingly,
nay, even with ‘“‘enthusiasm.’” This imperialist ‘““democracy”’
is the most refined form of mass domination, for under the mask
of freedom it completely enslaved the masses and systematically
uses the watchword ‘‘the will of the people’ against the people.
Monopolist capitalism dominates the State apparatus by shelter-
ing discreetly behind the backs of ‘“‘democracy’’ and get into its
hands quietly and almost imperceptibly all the institutions of
the bourgeois State. It turns the bourgeois State itself into an
instrument for the achievement of its aims at home (the exploited
working masses) 