English Editfon.

Vol. 4 No. 55

Special Number
Unpublished Manuscripts - Please reprint

- INTERNATIONAL -
PRESS [==]

'1

4

#

o

b

Editorial Offices: Langegasse 26/12: Vienna VL. Central Despatehing Department: Berggasse 31, Vienna IX, &
— Postal Address, to which all remittance- should be sent by registered mail: Postamt 64, Schliessfach 29, Vienna VIII,

Telegraphic Address: Inprecorr. Vienna,

i

The V. World (Ongress of the

- - f

ommunist international .

Report of Comrade Kolarov on the

Agrarian

Twenty-Fifth Session.
July 3

stion by comrade Smeral, com

behall of the

After the
rade ‘Torgashow welcomed the
tarian students,

Then the
was dealt with. The

Comrade Kolarov:

was brought

opening of the Ses
Congress on prole
agenda the Agrarian guestion
comrade Kolarov

next item on the
report was presented by

Comrades, the agrarian question up at the
Second Congress and at nearly all the subsequent Congresses
under different aspects. At the Second Congress the yeneral
program of the Comintern on the agrarian guestion was the main
fopic; at the Fourth Congress attention was paid to the elabo
ration of a program of action on the agrarian field. The Fifth
congress occuples ilsell with the political and revolutionary
strength of the peasant masses. Communist parties are mass
parties, and the social revolution for which they work can come
only as a result of revolutionary action by the masses. Generally
speaking, for us the masses are first and foremost in the towns,
This is the proletarian class. But apart from the proletarian
¢lass, in nine out of ten countries, there are masses also in the
eouniry side.
- In Great Britain only 9% of these who participate in pro-
are employed in agriculture. It is the most indusirialised
country in the world. In Belgium there are
W‘h 83% of the population are peasants. In Germany about
of the population are employed in agriculture, In Denmark

82.6%, in ltaly 59.&% of the population are ;aunu. in Nornv
there are 298 ;euu&nrnnce 412%, in Holland 29%
L& B lmﬂud 31 ﬂ in Auwhm Austria)

(ye-wu

already 28%. In .

Question .-

viewpoint of the differentiation bets
and by taking a few countries as a
arrive at the following results:

An analysis from the
useful,
shall

ween classes will be
typical example, we

In Germany, of the 29% who work in the rural distriets
12% work for themselves, 13% are semi proletarians and 75“
are agricultural labourers and employees. Thereby you see that
in Germany the peasant question presents itself to us com-

mumsts, first and foremost under the aspect n( the capture of the
agricultural labourers. In France, of the 41.2% whieh constitute
about 8% million peasants, 60% work for wages, and 40% for
themselves. Thus you see that in France the peasant question
appears under the aspect not only of the capture of agricultural
labourers, but also of the capture of small peasants and small
farmers who work for themselves. In Yugo-Slavia, Croatia, and =/
Slovenia, 86% of the population are engaged in agriculture., And '
of this population 72% own plots of land. not exceeding five
hectares. These are semu- |-rulcunau~ or small peasants. Io
Bosnia-Gerzogovina, where 80% of the population are engaged
in agriculture, 77% own plots of land not exceeding B hm

In Japan 64% of the population are engaged in agriculiu
of these 70% are farmers or small proprietors and farmers a
the same time, 89% of proprietors own plots of M',

exceeding 2 hectares. d
o

These figures show us that a large section of the we
masses o be captured by us for the social revolulion. D
found in the country-side. History has shown us the i
of the peasant masses for the revolution. It is a well
that all the urban revolutionary movements of thq
crushed by the bourgecisie mth the help of m
have the example of the P
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A "'waﬁbhﬁff trhditién and abandon is vi i : i Down with the international social democracy!
M » ed thlns viewpoint  peasant masses. At the Fourth Congress we dealt with the ne- De‘larauon O't the Fren‘h Long live tlhc world revolution! T
Delega ion. Alter this. declaration, the chairman, comrade Smeral,

. Comr é At SR : cessity of a program of action fo

i onltha a.ﬁ’e I&?'—‘J“}Soﬁ&'ﬁslﬁﬁ dr%‘e(:l)mcm"t‘m 190? :}'hen Russia  but the existence of peasants’ orrm:lr‘l?sa‘i?:xlngreulﬁf Tle m?fe ad

“the b ocratic revolution, realised  'Peasant parlies was almost entire rele , ol

the importance of the caplure of the peasant masses for the formulated, up to the present (1al;vr(;§‘-":§::p('.}-(. ldr lﬁ?d“»l\‘(e“l:ﬁ:ve not
4 y 2 concerning our

of 1 sections i
fe of the poor sections of the population differ in the various

g morkers 2 ! ; 8 : ! countries, and that it is very dilfic i
ution in the west.” In 1917, when the situation  would be valid in all (:url'llln}il-:m([)ltnmllhi‘s", Ifilllil;lum" lmlf' paliles
S, § ld, our tacties must

in Russia was, in the opini i i
il ; pinion of Lenin, ripe for the socialis I i
revolution, itat o Tipe e socialist  be pliable, capable of adapti i ot 10§
.,Broletari:i ﬁdsxgs:;tgszgsﬂfsglogp l?l(e l‘hlcl ]chtulur‘shtll;: olllhe the peasantry in u(l)l? l\l";:r.i‘:nlllxl:gulxll‘llul::;:-l"th ll)I tl{w :'I““'(h“un," i
e o ld slogan o e “Dic-  struggles and movements We 3 Vo Into wnonid
' it ; T R ogag 0k the 9! Kgies and nts. We must take into account all the
and of the s P S L proletariat  special conditions whicl g ; ¢ i . .
e it&aulfoor peasantry meant already socialist revolution in  in the masses a rv\'ullu(lilnnl:lxlrvllslt"z'u;‘:lxlf"::\\im(llu'll“;mmw un:l g
ussia : : \ a practical and utilitarian turn i ox._sanaot o sl
v'ﬁaﬁbmﬁu!::u:tf g::l C;gx:mar;:al n;::;{:'xlc;s tﬁmiuthp (iommlunm Inter- bl\l z:and abstract ideas and ca(l)lr ll:::m:'lz'lplll\lx‘r:-dm:)'::;;:tl:m Povse
i r the establishr atlention to their immediate | : L
::lm A A R poor‘::&?;u::{r: - to their immediate interests and demands.
for uniting the latter with the revolutionary party, for making

~ the workers and peasants, it must serve as the prologue to the

We have in the first t
place trade-union organisati
agricultural labourers. Our lactics towards (hese nruani:z?t'iu:: '

-~ against the proletariat and the revolution.

 These conditions are of ar mi iti ’ with i i i

: : : 1 economic and political nature ith the trade-union -organisatior ic :

The most serious economie factor is the agrarian crisis W]:lllc(h on the other hand we must (‘Slzlm‘l'irs hnu;“:llilrl(:,llal( ulﬁ::gu:‘.(-rs. lBl:t
X CL @ ction bet-

Treint: “* The

for the occupation of the Ruhr. ; : e
They are permitting the imperialist bourgeoisie of France — political eve
their rifles, and their guns at the service — the French socia

to place their bayonets, ;
ngland, France, Germany, and Belgium,  pature of the "new”

of the capitalists of E
who are on the point of forming
exploitation of the proletariat

form.

A working day of 10, 12
armed opposition by the com
and of the German police and fascisls
against the workers’
starting points of the
and in the rest of the world.

do not shrink from

by the Social D
The

socialists in France have just committed «a

. new crime against the proletariat of the Ruhr, against the German ‘omrada Th&'m.nn

-revolutionary movemen i R Y ! Ly ) ; ; 2
- of the P’Olelyariat um;’ oli ‘tlhng 15!::!8(1 ltlm sloiu'm, The dictatorship tactics lowards the peasant organisations proletariat, and againsl the international prolefariat, ;

‘democratic revolution in Ru;):i Al ':\'s soon as the bourgeois It must be taken into consider: 7(.' 4 i Repeating in peace-time the treason of the holy allianee o make a statement which was as follows: :

a is achieved with the help of sideration that the conditions of 1914, they have just voled in the French Pafliament the eredils “The declaration of the French delegation showed us that

the analysis by our Congress of the further development of

organisations of the Rubr; these are the it is not only the task of Fre
increased capitalist offensive 1n Europe  Scelions of the International as a who

those sections of the pea i ;

) 0. 96 sant population, which can he w

to the side of co i PN P an he won over  must of cour atermi

movement and ff)rm:;‘llllt‘::ll?s'inmmcmulﬁ in_the revolutionary  Bul we musllﬁvbgp(l::‘u {'u:lued lf." our general trade-union tactics, { The socialists of France, in order to supvorl the govern- Down with the report

rob the hourgeoisie of an o 8 it c.tol er sections in order o agricultural lnlmurvru:l ""“"hubls on the possibility of influencing 4 ment of M. Herriot, and in order to continue. behind the curlains oceupation of the Ruhr! ; :

! pportunity to organise a campaign  among whom they Ti\'om:::ﬁil the medium of the small peasants | their shameful collaboration with the government of the left bloc, Down with the International of social democratic  trea-
’ vice versa. following a policy which is directed against chery!

and consequently  against the world

i Are there objective conditions whi
s which make the capture \nother f isation i i
the peasa S ; i ; capture of : 1ier form of organisation is i the German
* the ~1|;‘e(em2t?o[$‘lw:'vcifihl‘058|2i§?‘ llhls ggestym was answered by gl!mon which to a certain extent is :ltlll;\(l‘:‘-“:ll‘:il().l?t?n of "’.“u proletariat and the world revolution, Long live world revolution! * ] _ ; ;
: e a1 amphatics. TYes) pportunilies must be found to connect this sort of (Tam‘sa“'nn' This attitude should open the eves of those workers in This speech was followed by the discussion on the agrarian
; reanisation Germany wlio have hitherto allowed themselves o be influenced question. The first speaker in the discussion was s

emocratic leaders.
Social

Democrats, who will not disavow

called upon

nts throughout the world is correct. The attitude of
lists to the Ruhr credits shows at once the real
democratic-pacifist wave, as well as the
an alliance for the common.  yole which the Second International will play in this phase of
of the Rubr, in a more aggravated — {he history of mankind. We have before us. in a new form, the

old struggle of the international hourgeoisie for the salvation
2, and 14 hours at reduced wages: — of the capitalist world order, the old treachery of the social
bined forces of French militarism democrats and the desperate, brutal and at the same time

against the strikers and  cunning action of the counter-revolutionists. To fight against
neh communists but of all our

le. I think that T will
ess if 1 say with comrade Treint:

express the feelings of the Congr
of the Experts and with the

Down with the deceivers of bourgeois-democratic pacifism!

comrade Nguyen-Ai-Quack

- prevails i i is i 3 e 30 v s
prevails in some countries, is imminent in others. ;‘I‘}’" ]““‘N organisations and the Communist Parly; we must ] : {
so do our utmost to get them affiliated to. the 1';lt'l'nllli0n;.1 | their French accomplices, because the latter do the same job for (lndo.chln'):

From the political viewpoi
; wpoint, we see isie taki 2 i i g »
dpag o, th plitial viewpaint, we s shéﬂfd::?su:)‘}e‘t’t‘ls‘(' lulfuuz {(:asant Counal ‘Nuclel TUSE betformad sta these orranisstiias { the restoration of the capitalist regime on the backs nf_ the
Ui pnok by A e i ol LR uuiuedl su'_:lln.).s | working class, will continue to belong to the same lnl‘.rnuhoqul Industry and commerce are very litle developed in the.
L RO Nidide L 1 as the French Socialists who are handing over the prolelarial  French colonies. Out of a total population of 55,671.000 natives

masses, which cannot offer an i

: y resistance, all the burdens of  them. Fc ) : i

thg. war, as well as the consequences of the war, by means of  practice ){1 the purpose of winning over their members, we must

increased taxes.’And in countries wi i ; : > the united front from below and [r s |

poriant part; we. noti ) where farming plays an im-  same time, rom above al the }

N ar peni el cor el;g_a c;))nsxder:xble increase of rent. Moreover Tt ) the Second International

e ‘ ing. Peasant masses see a conti & here are, thirdly, i ) W Decont ¢ nal. i

of armaments in all the countries, nual growth peasant unions in the ‘\'a:i?uq Z:ﬁ:'f'u“ :(x‘n all paasants and | Before 1914, the refusal to vote for the budgels of bourgeois * they came back to their villages to find their lands occupi
! 3 ries.  Generally speaking, 4 slates was a thing agreed upon by the majority of the Socialist vy concessionaires who followed the army. Thus the Annamite

peasants find themselves obliged to become seifs and to cultivate

of the Ruhr to the tender mercies of international capitalism.  95% are peasants. They are abominably exploited.
er the downfull of Since the conquest of Indo-China, the peasants
driven off the land by the war. After the termination of the ¥

This emphasises more clearly than ev

Py ; ; thes isati ; ;
tﬁé"beﬂfx{f l:asasg:lh:;nf:lcm{h which had a great influence on We %E:lfag.ifﬁtfgﬁi Ilorgeﬁfuﬁm‘lﬁr}'_h"t"roﬂe"l*l'SIS social character. . i parties without any discussion. _ ]
lution whose first and Iorex‘r(]oste ce:“‘mple of the Russian Revo-  unions the rich peasantry, and 1'11\;;“:1;3\? l('):"lll"“ organs of these ! By definitely quitting this policy to form a holy alliance  {heir own land for the new and alien masters. e
| peasants. Moreover, the Russi act was lo give the land to the be in the hands of poor peasant see to it that their leadership ) with the bourgeoisie, by voling the credifs for the occupation The French concessionaires, in addition {o obtaining free §
o ‘the mollllioun,y ‘m‘:;ﬂt;.ntrevoluuon_ which was the result  be the establishment of nuc'lelil"ii l(l)\:r method of action must of the Ruhr, the French Socialists flagrantly lullnwo‘d the lead of  yrants of land of an area from 90 to 25 thousand hectares, obtain 7
g pened the eyes of th ween workers and peasants, hus  praclice of the united front f bel 1ese. organisalions and the the German Social democracy and of the Labour Government of  glso all the facilities for exploitation and the use of the labour
s B e peasants of Europe and America. Abova® in-doma’tasas rom below in every case, and from ‘ England on the path of (reason. b : : power of the inhabitants. ;
- During the war the peasant masses becam ioni i In 1923, on the eve of the {1th of January, the socialists : : o o ¥ Lot & . vt
i py o . . 4 5 ¢ . . 2 ) 8.4 ll us PR
wuth:arte ;v‘iqs also a re-grouping of peasant ?)r;:l:\(ig::ilgg;sc;t; apply ;]):gctli‘cca"co'&p"'h"” and agricultural unions we musl | protested in the French parliament against the occupation of the ), .\|}r‘1):xlx:ilér‘);)"ca:n\llx)l:opzr:;lm:ls: ";)u:(‘lz:‘c::lw b\(l (sl:mtellalg:\ﬁ,
3 l:: ‘:l- l:eas‘::ll t:;llg)e: c:Jefs.sn;l:ll{s hgnpep(ﬁ;ll in Germany. In  we must enden)\'oure lzm}:)ernllao?nuﬁil? fom""!:p"m Rermeation-Ang {I‘n‘:hLclnln:\:'lald‘;cl‘rlil;fd themselyes ready’lp cambat it by MEANS of  jead taxes, salt-duty, compulsory loans, obligatory subacripggns;
R and middle proprie L : [t opposition wing eliminati 3 ganerda 4 : i : and so on, In Algiers, Tunis and Morocco, the same methods of
\ cal tendency was formed. This peasant un‘i)onprp;&'j.zip(gwg c'(l,f,nig?ilml of the rich peasantry, The same may be szl:ilfl““i‘: A little later the reformist Internationals, without —any hu(nditis:;l and pigllxiue are practiced by French capitalism. All
L the election of 1920 and mominated its own candid onnection with other organisations of a cultural and sportiy protest from the socialists from France, rejected the proposals ol ¢ Wivable A Tonika e
4 ; . idates. In  character, ete al and sporlive : : f the fertile and cultivable lands are eclared as colonized land,
‘(Qbﬁ i 1923 we. witnessed the formation of a *Labour Com- T el the Communist International and of the Red International of 1o ho hative peasants are driven either into the mountains
o consisting of several organisation of poor peasants, farms But the question becomes more difficult when i Labour Unions to make common preparations for a general strike 10 (he plains, The concession companies, the speculators,
nists, ete. with a total membershi s S, delermining our attit ult when it comes to for the workers of the wesl against the occupation of the Ruhr, : S : . y
B Fommuna® ‘oinad . the Ietrs 'lpt' of oni)e million. This  tin aly politi uf uhl ude toward peasant unions of a predomina against the perils of war and the big officials share oul the colonies among lhergsel.ve,s.
e nternational Peasant Council. § i character. We have such leg i S , 3 S ik : : By direct or indirect operations, the Bank of Algiers an )
s &lsv(vieihal‘;e also adherents of the Peasant International. Slovakia, Poland, Bulgaria, and Croatia, and :;?sr(l:n;x (l)?l Caathn, ) The French socialists fought only with words against the  has made in 1914 a profit of 12,258,000 francs on a capital o
Inte n France a peasant union of a radical 'tendency tries. As their united-front tactics are evidentl l!e:i i e accupation_ af the Rubr, prelending, that the adoption of the 25,000,000 frans. ok
-\vu";lﬁlu(mal‘ F{’ens&mt Conference in Moscow in 1923: below, opportunities must be found (o get into c:;n&‘;? l:"th(r?ll;“ Experts’ Plan would involve the retifement from the Ruhr. The Franco-Algieran Company possess 324,000 heclares
\ es, of Franee, represented the Federation of Land masses organised in these parties by means of these luct;cs ¢ ; It was a mere electoral comedy o draw the workers into  of the best lands; the Cafsa Phosphate and Railway Company 1
" the fold of the left bloc. has oblained 80,000 hectares of mines, including an option on ‘

No sooner did this left bloc succeed o Poincaré than it 20,000,000 heclares situated around these mines, and so on.
began to practice virtually the same policy as the national bloc, French colonization has caused collective property to
., Today the socialists support both the Experts’ Plan and  appear, replacing it by private property. It went on to
{he continued occupation. They join Herriot who joins Poincaré.  {he disappearance of small property in order fto ran Y
In the period of history which now begins, the fight against  into large concession properly. More than 5,000,000
the hou:-]geoisic. llhe fight aizainstl tllxle E:;pt;:ts‘ Plan, ‘zlx)ssutmes land were robhed from the natives. i i
more and more the nature of a relentiess ight against the trea- : (i
_cherous International of the Social Democrats. ) Kabyli:nwt:ri ﬁ'%‘ll)?:d oé[ 11592\78333 htel:ia:‘;uv“ °l "‘he-
The Communist International must wrest from its grasp Since 1918, the: cultivabl lands stolen from

s which consists of eighty unions and i
b ‘was f \{ .
: ounded in e vngs ehg;ou;uc;l. n::n tq;;;:;rlunm'. tfo? instance, in Bulgaria
AR B : ! : ) ; on, most of whose ip 1
‘S‘:\ ai:g:]ult;:r $:;eln::xlitl “t‘h taking place lamomz ‘flﬁ'jgaﬂio’,ﬁ“b&zdu;v;gd 1‘1 ret\'olutionarv spirit. In cg‘x;lgcg‘i,;hl\gi:ﬁ
radical organis i e same applies to 4 ’ ] ront can and must be i
:kl% xﬁ°lx::g’v Croatia, and Bulgaria. Peasant parties ?Su:: "mn: "l.)om ARy Hos cartaln 30,](];;‘;";'}6;},;?‘;';'[“*;8':3? o
: mi Eastern countries. y be necessary for the republican peasant parly of b ol

rad ,‘i”' lisation oé o,“""fmm e e Crontin'l.hthe Farmer-Labuuxj Parties in the U. S. A, elc.

o the unification of the rural, political, and revol e International Peasants Council, whi abli

in the Peasants International. 5 U= in Moscow as a result of the ﬁl?st Iounu, Which waaexidulial R

cv B s i ot TSNS : ; nternational Peasant Council : : . :

ve of the rapprochement between workers is of great political and evoluti i L HOUNGH) those workers who are still deceived by it and lead them into

BB 01 10 ochen wee and onary importance. Thi AR )% : ! XS h J peasants amount to 12,000 heclares annually, Th

come ‘from the communist parties and the Com- muﬁéb?nz:gﬁﬂﬁlbgéﬁm Communist International. The lgﬁgryia s | '}2:0.gg“iz)veth;“;‘u‘ci:f“(‘;::‘ocﬂ‘s'he capitalist forces, from the ipcreased to 14,540 since France emerged ;
asants Council to rally fo ils banner all T . ‘In this fight the communists parties of France and of Ger- ”ghteﬂw megum. nt ﬁmé LO'IQ '-Ftéxiohmm" en

The peasants will not come to us i asan mo
on their  the more or le i isati
$s revolutionary peasant organisations, to encourage v, united more closely than ever, and under the leadership ol ¢4re5 of Morrocan soil.

“be really inclined to effect a rappro-  th o ot
_enthusiasm is sure to flag i i e radicalisation and the revolutionisati ; B , unile ¢ eal
ommunist International doun(;:;;h&:g:; ‘39";:3;”;?3&1’3@ _ﬂvfonlap,_eously in a{l“’g‘::;l:gxels :: amcgﬁaq;:um“ 4T e Communist International, will lead the proletariat to the " The misery of h u~
abject o & them po rld war, of the industrial crisis, and of bourgeois reaction i+ viclory of the ‘;&9‘3”“ Stali VRE i fiiy ST &eair: o‘! t%oodwvﬁﬂ the %
ik nterna . /Dawn with Alie. capilalist rogune i ~ contents of the garbage

niting them politically  which is : ®
‘ ; ‘Plan and wilh the occut

Down_ with the Experls
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peasanis is even more appalling. They are expropriated and
compelled to work freely for the concession company. Among
‘the methods of compulsion should be mentioned the system
of hostages. The system consists of arresting the old people,
the women, and children as hostages. These are imprisoned in
arracks, maltreated, tortured, starved, and sometimes Kkilled.
n certain regions the masters keep a number of hostages equal
 the number of toilers, in order to restrain the latter from
escaping. This system of slavery has ruined, depopulated, and
destroyed entire regions.

, It should be mentioned that in certain colonies, like Mada-
gascar, Réunion, Algier, etc., the native population is starved out
- through the substitution of cereals by other cultures that are more

in demand by the French industries, and are consequently more

~advantageous to the colonial planters.
- The International should help these unfortunate peasants
~ to organise; the International should give them leaders. The
International should show them the way to revolution and
emancipation,

Comrade Varga:

: Comrade Zinoviev has already pointed oul the slight in-

- lerest of most of our comrades in the peasant question. 1 believe
. 'that one of the principle reasons in this slight interest is the fact
~+ thal the comrades themselves are not familiar with the question,
¢ I was therefore instructed by the "Executive to edit a large
treatise on the agrarian gquestion upon an international scale,
But I must say that the lack of interest on the part of comrades
in parties was manifested also in the course of this work. This
had a detrimental effect upon the quality of the work. As there
. are two more volumnes to be published, I would urge the com-
rades present here to devote greater attention to this question
and to help me in the elaboration of the studies by the sending
~of material, by good advice, and by criticial remarks.

. Already at the Fourth Congress I pointed out that the
outstanding feature in the situation of the peasantry, and of the
icultural population in general, is the elusive nature of class
visions, Whereas, in industry it is quite clear and plain who
s the wage worker, who is the small master, and who is the
‘capitalist; in agriculture there is a constant passing from one
class to another. The reason is that the most important means
- 'of production in agriculture, the land and the soil, can be divided

“without any particular detriment to production, while in industry
_a division of a large faclory, of an increase of a small workshop
- into a gigantic factory, is technically impossible.

Yet another questjon. What shall be the attitude of the
- Communist Party, if in a capitalist country there is a strong
movement among the peasants in favour of buying out part of
_the soil from the large landowners? Shall the Communists hold
. aloof from such movement, shall they remajin neutral, or shall
they support this movement? The Communist Party must come
along and say: We support you, but we raise the further demand
for the confiscation of the land and for ils free distribution among
tb | peasants. : 3 :
-~ We are told by comrades of the left radical wing that if
) easants obtain land, they cease to be a revolutionary ele-
‘ment. Of course, we cannot control history to the extent of
bringing about the ideal developments whereby the revolutionary
asantry would obtain the land without compensation from the
oroletarian dictatorship by synchronising thg peasants' and.
rorkers' revolution. We must assume the risk of such an
an movement being successful before the conquest of power
¢ the proletariat, and in such case it will be impossible to win
@ peasantry for our aims if we would reject or stay neutral
1§ their demands from all ends. Only by supporting the
, while giving a revolutionary trend to their demands,
to gain the latent revolutionary forces of the
our side.

Ordont (Poland):

ot in favour of propaganda for the organisation of
s, Such propaganda must not be conducted; we
Macts into consideration. Peasant parties exist;
joining the Peasant International. The peasantry
tries are crealing, and demanding the creation
the. creation of a political organisation. In

r we must not for a moment lose
) , queauona{lha'

(-3 ,

AR W

torship of the.proletariat, as an ally and the forces existing within
the peasantry must be made use of. It must not be thought that
the peasants in every counlry will come over spontaneously to
our side. In the West, where feudalism has been abolished and
bourgeois relations have penetrated into the village, there is no

strong faclor to set the peasantry into motion, we can find no '

ground on which to bring them into movement against the
bourgeoisie. We must enler into closer contact with the peasant
organisations which are following our road and are desirous of
emancipating themselves from the bourgeoisie, and must use
this movement against the bourgeoisie. If we however strive to
lead the peasants back into the path of economic organisations,
it will check the urge for the creation of political organisations,
which from our point of view is desirable in many gountries.
For instance, in Germany, where the peasantry is demanding
the creation of a political organisation, our comrades said: No,
only economic organisalions, The result was that our German
comrades, in spite of the peasantry and their demands, fought
for a political organisation and refused even lo accept communist
peasants as their candidates, And it is by no means suprising that
Seeckt also fought against this striving of the peasantry and
that thus a united front was created belween our comrades
and Seeckt, which compelled the peasantry lo go over to the
side of the fascists. This attitude towards the peasant organi-
sations is not permissible. The Fifth Congress must give a reply
to the this question, for gtherwise we shall only talk and make
no progress in our praclical work.

Comrade Bringolf (Switzerland):

At the Second Congress an Agrarian Commission was held
under Lenin. It adopted theses, but very little was done towards
their practical realisation. All that was done was t{o appoint
an agrarian section, subordinated to the Central Committee, which
perhaps worked out a program, but that was all, This same was
the case with us in Swilzerland. We must learn to talk to the
peasants in their own language aboul their conditions, We must
understand that the terminology used by us in our propaganda
among the working class will not do in our efforts to win over

“ the peasantry. These questions must be probed thoroughly.

If we do not learn to speak in peasant language, we shall
fail to win over the peasantry, and our agrarian program will
remain on paper, especially in those countries where we have
to contend with strong peasants' organisations. In regard to
strong peasants’ organisation, Switzerland is probably in the
lead, it has a highly developed peasantry with a strong peasants’
organisation led by Doctor Lauer, which has international
connections, and whose aims transcend beyond the borders of
Switzerland. One of its chiel slogans is the fight against indus-
trialism and for the return to agriculture. Lauer has connections
not only with Doctor Heim, Germany, but he also attended the
conferences at Paris in order to carry out these aims internatio-
nally, We must'understand that the peasants, at least in Switzer-
land, are not only amenable to practical proposals, as it used to
be universally asserted, but they acquiesce also quite easily in the
demagogical slogans and utopian proposals of their leaders.

«The question of land plays no part whatever in Southern
Germany and in Switzerland. Here we are confronted mainly
with the question of relieving the peasantry of the burden of
mortgage-interest, and of obtaining fixed prices for agricultural
products. Furthermore, in districts where there are no small or
middle peasants, and where industrial workers are living in
agricultural districts, we should send industrial propaganda among
the peasants, We have found from experience that inspite of
the fierce propaganda that is conducted against the working
class among the peasaniry, we succeded in obtaining the support
of a fairly large number of peasants in industrial districts to the
proposition of the eight-hour day for industrial workers, when
the plebiscile was taken. f R

We must systematically furnish to the peasants the
materials dealing with the Russian revolution. It should be the
business of the Comintern and of the Program Commission, and

above: all, of the Peasanis’ Council, to discuss the thingsxthi;&'

are fo be done by us among the peasants of the East and of
the West, : 77 e

Comrade Amter (America):

~ The agrarian problem in America is one of most importan
the communists have to face, which the following facts will
dicate: 910, 83% of those gainfully employed were ag
- In 1920 this number did not increase in prop
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to the increase of population, but actually decreased to 26%
of those gainfully employed. The output of the farmers has in-
creased in 20 years by 87% but the number engaged in farming
by only 5%. This indicates that there has been an increase in
efficiency in farming methods, but’ not that the American farmer
is in a better position than before. The contrary is true. Since
1880 the number of tenant farmers increased from 25% lo, 38%
of the total number of farmers. The American farmer pays 16%
of his income in taxes. He must pay interest on his morlgages.
He must pay high transportation costs to carry his produce to
the markel, sometlimes amounting to 34% of the value of the
produce. He must pay the elevator companies 10% for storing
his grain. The farmer gets aboul */s of the average income of the
industrial worker.

In America the farmers do not constitute a distinct class.
Farms are changing hands continually, and many farms are
occupied by men who only recently took to farming. Country
banks are failing because the farmers find it impossible to pay
their mortgages, which increased from 4 billion dollars in 1920
to a total of 7 billion, 800 millions in 1924, The banks or the
state are not even attempting to colleet interest or taxes. There
are 2 million agricultural workers in America who are unorgani-
sed except for 11,000 in the Industrial Workers of the World
r (I. W. W.). The poor farmers are a political factor, They are one

of the most oppressed and exploited classes in America and are
in rebellion. Their movement is vague and clouded, but they
want political power.

The workers have some interests in common with the
exploited farmers and the Communist Parly must be given the
credit for having exploited the discontent of the farmer to the
“full, The Farmer Labour Parties that have been formed show
clearly the co-operation of the workers and exploited farmers.

In some seclions the farmers have gone so far as to call”

themselves peasants instead of farmers.

The Ku Klux Klan is also triyng to take advantage of the
discontent of the farmers, and the farmers of the Middle West are
a hotbed for the Ku Klux Klan. The communists must beware

of this situation and lead the farmers in ‘the right direction.
Comrade Wolfe (Mexico):
In predominantly agrarian countries, the Communist

Parties have especially difficult tasks to face, In Mcxiqu, there is
a petty-bourgeois, semi-socialist government which is actually
distributing land to the peasants. The peasants are purtml!v
reconciled, and not so open to our propaganda. This problem )Vlll
face various European countries as peasant parties come into
power. ;

The Indians, before the Spanish conquest, lived under
a system of primitive communism. The Spanish introduced the
serf system, and during the three centures following, the land
became so concentrated, that in 1910 over 95 percent of the rural
population had no land at all. Whole states were owned by two
or three individuals.

The agrarian revolutionist, Zapata, and the peasants who

followed him, revolted in 1910 because they wanted a redistri-
bution of the land. He joined one revolutionary faction after
another, being promised distribution of land by the promolers
b of each revolution. Each time he was disappointed. When the
Russian Revolution occured, he immediately saw the significance
of it and thereafter favoured the union of the peasants with the
i revolutionary workers. He was assassinated in 1919 “but the
agrarian revolution continues. ;
’ The present government is distributing the land, but only
. as much as they absolutely need to, to keep the peasant from
. revolting, ;
~ The communists have 1) opposed the granting of smq.ll
~ parcels of land to individual peasants, because it is impossible for
“the peasants to do small scale farming under cqqthhons in
Mexico; 2) opposed the granting of land on a provisional basis,
depending on court decisions; 8) opposed the division of the
intilled nationa) land, but fayoured turning the large estates of
land which are already under cultivation into communal farms for
‘large-scale farming; 4) opposed the slogan of the government:
very man has the right to a piece of land “—with the commu-
R L
rk “; 5) advocated the Workers' and Peasants' Government
- ent effect against petty-bourgeois social-democratic
cady wer; 6) ed the legal methods

‘

_right wing of the peasant party, it will now

in their possession; 7) studying the special need of the peasantry
in regard to irrigation, credits, ete.; 8)forming communist fractions
successfully in the Agrarian Parly, and causing a division in
that party on the question of whether the peasant is to make an
alliance with the yellow Labor Party or with the communists,
Thus Mexico shows that the viewpoint of Comrade
Bordiga, that it is no longer desirable for communists to form
fractions in other parties, is incorrect. The peasant of Mexico
is readily able to understand the slogan: * Workers' and Pea-
sants’ Government. ™ He has responded to communist propugunda
both in the guestion of retention of arms and the rejection of
small parcels of land on the private property system. 3

Comrade Popescu (Roumania):

In Roumania the peasants are neither small proprietors,
free labourers, nor farmers, since they are not allowed to dispose
af the land which they managed to obtain after three successive
uprisings; the land apportioned to them was so small that they =
are obliged to hire themselves out to the landed proprietors. Eco-
nomically and legally the peasant is in a position of semi-slavery.

The so-called Peasant Party is a party of the large
peasants and the cily and country inltellectuals are striving to
secure power in order to supress the growing movement of the
workers and peasants. . In Roumania the Peasant Party is
playing the same role as the fascisti in other countries, |

The peasantry are becoming steadily proletarianised; how
far this proletarianisation has proceeded it is dilficult to say
because in Roumania there are either no stalistics at all, or
what stalistics there are, are false.

The Communist Parly is endeavouring to study the
position of the peasantry. It has more than once proposed a -
united front with the Peasant Parly. Alter the treachery of the
be possible o
create a revolutionary peasant party in Roumania. L D
On account of persecution, it is very difficult for us to «
maintain contact with the peasantry, but nevertheless we are
making good progress in this respect, LS

Twenty-Sixth Session.

July 4

At the opening of the session, a representative of th
school of Red Commanders delivered greetings to the Fifth Wor
Congress. Comrade Bordiga responded on behalf of the Congress
Before proceeding with the agenda,

Comrade Sellier (France)

moved the following resolution of protest against the murder of
Comrade llech by the reaction in Roumania. Ll nr
. A telegram from Roumania brings the sad news that Com-
rade Ilech, secretary of the Communist Party in the district of
Kronstadt (Siebenbuergen) was murdered by~ the police in jail.
This foul murder is merely a link in the chain of oppression
the members of the working class in Roumania by the
manian bourgeoisie. At the same time in the jails of Buchares
Kishinev, Sibian, Doftano, and in the fortress of Jailav, score:
our comrades are dying of a hunger strike to which the
driven by the bourgeosie, in order to get rid of them in'tlis.
stardly manner. The Congress lakes cognisance of this er
against the Communist Party and against the labour move
and lodges its protest on behalf of the Communist Inte
against the oligarchy of the Roumanian boyars and cz
who, frightened by the ‘wave of revolution on their
within - their country believe themselves cagﬁgla 0
w. terr
: 1

N i

=

the tide of revolution by the increase of the

To the brave Communist Party and working
mania the Congress sends its warm fraternal g
darity, in the conviction' that the Roumanian prole
Party will continue to march along its revolution:
This protest was adopted unanimousl
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'prouram of action, Everybody knows that in Russia
‘as lhe question of the land, as well as the question of peace
id the fight against the war, which were the principal factors
hat attracted the peasant masses to the revolution,
The Communist Parties should not be afraid lo raise the
uestion of the confiscation of capitalist property in the agrarian
main as well as in industry. In many of the countries this
uesﬁon is bound to play a predominant part, as for instance in
ungary, where a large part of rural property is concentrated in
mq hands of large landowners.
- In many countries the bourgeoisie has already voled and
iqg,roduced agrarian reforms. We know quite well that these
agrarian reforms are, after all, nothing but deceptive (tricks, and
that the bourgeoisie is now trying to withdraw all the concessions
~which it was bound to yield at moments of revolutionary effer-
“vescence in the village.
: In regard to such countries, our program of action should
contain an exposure of these reforms. It is not enough to point
wt to the peasanis the inadequacy of these reforms, and their
" deceplive nglure, it is also necessary to urge lhe peasants towards
the extension of these reforms, that is" to say towards
- the demands for the confiscation of the estates and for their free
dmtribuhon among the peasants.
.~ * The question of the repudiation of mortgage debts, and of
Il the other debts encumbering the land, will play a large re-
vohrlwnary part, equal {o the question of taxes.
- But the agrarian crisis puls before the peasanls the
“question of the fight, against the monopoly of capital, whether
commercial, financial, or industrial. The small peasanls are the
“yictims of the speculation of the big capilalists, of the large
gq.nks, of the large agricultural societies which pay them for their
products at ridiculously: low prices, while on the other hand, they
- exploit the consumers without safeguarding the interests of the'
small producers,
~ The greater that the peril of a new war becomes imminent,
\e xreu(er will become the influence of the anti-war propugandu,

: zro'wmz power to brxng the peasant masses inlo our ranks.
: Kinally, the political siluation, the white terror and the
vlolence which rages in all countries, not only against the
workers, but also against the peasants, will serve as a cause
“for common fighting by workers and peasants. In many countries,
ﬁ\m are still comrades who are suffering punishment for war-
- time ‘offences. There are people who serve sentences in connec-
‘tion ‘with the agrarian reforms, with the revolutionary agrarian
movements of 1918, 1919 and 1920. Well, in these countries the

A ‘amnesty question will also play a bng parlt in arousing the

peasants and in causing them to make common cause with the
L - working class.

It goes without saying that the Communist Parties in the
pnt countries are not going to develop all these questions
t program. They must adapt themselves to local conditions,
M presupposes, above all, a special and minute sludy of the
0N }10!18 of the peasantry among whom the campaign is to be
ge
. We have seen journals, claunmg to be peasant journals
@ duty it is to carry on revolutionary activity in the village,
occupy  themselves chiefly with technical questions of
tum. In Germany, side by side with the records of the
; ants’ Conference at Moscow, they published documents
ith the question of poultry-feed. Well, this agronomic

i we should leave to the bourzeolsne.
4 N' ‘Communist Parties must organise special commissions
y anda and agitation among the peasants. We must
gmqea. particularly in agrarian regions. They must
I local commissions, charged with the struggle

the village in general,

ter importance is the question of the minute
gressive sections Tor the needs of the revolutio-
| the country. The country-side is poor in
ini fp;nps It is 'lhe duty of Communist
ith these forces; if they cannot be found

Comrades, since the aim ‘of our propaganda in the village
is to bring about the revolutionary union between the peasants
and the workers, we must conduct our activity in such a manner
as will bring about this union in reality. For this reason it is
necessary, in the first place, 6 popularise the peasants’ demands
among the workers and to get them accepted by the working
class, and, vice-versa, lo popularise among the peasants the de-
mands of the working-class, by demonstrating to the masses the
possibility of uniting and defending together, by common effort,
the common aims and interests of the workers and peasants,
In the second place, every lime that a political question con-
cerning the workers is raised, il is necessary always lo think of
the influence which this question will have over the peasant
masses. We must get accustomed to dealing simultaneously with
the workers’ and peasants' inlerests.

The third question with which 1 shall deal briefly is the
question of the attitude of the Communist Parties towards the
peasant masses from the standpoint of organisation,

In many countries we have to do with peasant masses
which are unorganised  and amorphous. Of  course,
our first duty is to agitate and make propaganda. We must- also
endeavour to consolidate the influence which we have gained,
und this we ought to do by means of organisation. In order o
attract the peasant masses, it is necessary to demonstrale thal
the Communist Party is the only organisation acceptable to the
peasantry. The Communist Parties must, of course, continue (o
rest on the basis of the working class; it goes without saying
that we cannot risk shifting this basis of our parties by opening
our doors wide to the unorganised peasant masses. Shall we
then allow ‘the masses of the peasants who have already been
influenced by our propaganda to stay without an organisation?
If we do so, we run the risk, of allowing them to fall back under
the influence of the bourgeois parties, and of the social-patriotic
parties.  We must absolutely raise the question of rural or-
ganisation,

There can be no talk of crealing a special rural party. It
would not do for us lo create a peasant party. The Communist
Party is the political leader of the peasant masses as il is of the
working masses. Our aim is (o attain the predominance of the
Communist Parly in the towns and in the villages. Con-
seauently, we should do our utmost lo organise peasant masses
in economic groups: the agricultural labourers in (heir unions,
the small farmers in their farmers' organisations, and the small
producers in the poor peasant organisations. I believe this to be
the only reasonable and possible solution from the viewpoint
of a communist party.

It goes without saying that in crealing or basing these or-
ganisations on the economic aspecl, we must not prevent these
organisations from interesting themselves in political questions.

But, comrades, the question is whether under certain con-
ditions it would not be necessary also to create political parties
of the peasants. I believe that to this question we should answer
in the negative. This solution does not exelude the possibility,
under certain conditions, of supporting, and even aiding,
peasants' unions of a polmunl character, for instance afler a coup
d'etat. In Bulgaria, when the peasants' union as a political or-
ganisalion was the target for fierce altacks by the --unfer-
revolution, by the bourgeois and social-patriols, the Bulgarian
Communist Party found itself obliged to help this peasants' union
to recover, and this altitude of the Bulearian Communist Party
has helpe(l the development of the influence of the Communist
Party over the peasant masses. One of the chiel causes of the
alliance between the workers and peasants, which has al-
ready been established among the masses and which no force on
earth will be able either to check or destroy, lies in this very
friendly attitude that was taken by the Bulvarian Communist
Pa%rty towards the peasants union in Bulgaria.

In conclusion, I wish to secand the appeal made by Com;-‘ “

rade Varga that we give greater attention to the amnﬁy

question and that we devote grealer effort towards the conquest

of the village for the revolution, and for the allmnce ‘with {
workmg class.

'he chairman, called upon Comrade Otto Unzer to dp}wgf
his repprt on tho qusuol ot the yonth moumut.

Parties. This is not an exaggeralion, for the ouestions of (he
Young (‘nmmumal International are not only purely vyouth

- questions.”The question of the capture of the working-class youth

for the light of the Communist International, is a question of

¢ the grealest importance for the future of the Communist Inter-

national. Let us therefore learn from the Thirteenth Party Con-
gress of the Russian Communist Party which made it perfectly
clear that the question of communist work among the working-
class youth is of greal importance for the future dev elopment of
the Party,

Iu my report, 1 will deal mainly with three points:

. With the decisions made by the Fourth World Congress
of the .ommunht International and by the Third World Lonmvw
of the Young Communist International, which followed it, in
mnnm.tmn with the work of the Young Communist International.

With the results and lessons achieved by the Young
(‘ummunls( International in the course of the work done on the
strength of these decisions.

3. With the future tasks of the Young Communist Inler-
tational. The working-class youth, which was among the mosl
determined fighters against the imperialist war, which was mosl
cager to enter the foremost ranks of the proletarian revolution,
lost some of its fighting spirit as a result of the decline of the
revolutionary  movement. The decline took place although the
numerical strength of our movement had not decreased. It was
thown also by the [alling off of the young workers' interest in
things political, while their interest in that direclion was very
keen at the beginning of the revolutionary movement. This gave
vise o a seeking of new ways and methods for the capture of
the working-class youth. There .were tendencies lo reduce the
political activity of communist youth organisations to a mini-
mum, and to limit it to purely theoretical educational work.
These lendencies have been overcome, and to-day we can safely
say that the decisions of our Third World Congress and with it
also the decisions of the Fourth World Congress of the C.I. have
been carried out. Our movement not only has gained in numerical
strength, but also has become more aclive and more efficient.
I'ne successes are due to a great extent lo the growing aculeness
ol the political situation. The decisions of our last world con-
gresses have laid down the right premises and opportunities for

Athe transformation of the Young Communist Leagues into mass

organisations of the working-class youth, provided they succeed,
by direct participation in the actions of the working class, to
make the working-class youth energetic and class conscious
fighters in the struggle of the working class for emancipation.

We had three main tasks to fulfil in the course of our
aclivity: firstly, participation in working-class actions and in the
solution of the tactical questions and questions of principle of
the C.1.; secondly, work in the army and war against new wars;
hirdly, transference of the centre of gravity of the communist
vouth organisations to the factories.

The main international activity in all working class
actions was the fight of the Young Communist International
against the occupation of the Ruhr. Even before this occupation
wok place, the Young Communist Leagues of Germany and
France carried on a big political campaign in both these countries,
The main object of this campaign was to eslablish belween the
Gierman workers and French soldiers in the occupied parts of
Germany, an alliance which was bring to nought the plans and
designs of the French and German imperialists. To enliven this
campaign, we organised an inlernational propaganda week against
~war and militarism, which {ook pluce shortly before the well-
nown Frankfurt Conference. In connection with this campaign

~against war and militarism, the Young Communist International

‘upproached also the other two Youth Internationals with a
proposal to form a united front, which proposal met (as was

“eaticipated) with a refusal. This form of work brought life and

‘action into large sections of the working-class youth,

~The second important mtemauon'hl political campaign
was the united-front campaign in connection with the fusion of
two socialist Youth Internationals and their Hamburg Con-
This action {oo resulted in considerable success for us,
use in counecuon with it, it wasg possible fo carry on active
j and Austria among the socialist youth, ‘This
i subsequently o a great extent, because of
itical: situation .
nee of the socialist youth and'

ns of th tio
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nutional mobilisation campaign  among
Leagues and the working-class youth.

We also took an active part in the discussion whwh too :
place after the Oclober defeat in Germany and Russia, and’ did
our utmost to keep our members well-informed about the
problems connected with this discussion.

In all these discussions, the Young Communist Inlor-
twtional always upheld the line adopted by the Comintern..

These are the most important -points on an international
scale as far as the participation of the youth in the action of the
working class and in the solution of the tactical questions, and
yuestions of principle of the Communist Parties is concerned. '

It goes without saying that all Young Communist Lengues
ook part in all the actions which took place in their lespectlve
countries,

In Bulgaria, the youth recognised immediately the corrects
ness of the position taken by the Comintern, and mobilised at
once all the forces 1o ensure the adoption of the Comintern lines
by the Bulgarian Communist Parly. When events became very ;
acute in Seplember, the communist youth was the first to urge
the Communist movement (o take up and organise the struggle.

In France, our Young Communist League mobilised its
inst forces in the Frossard crisis with the object of helping to
solve this erisis in the Comintern spirit.

In Norway, the Young Communist Leage forms lozethor $

with the' minority of the Norwegian Workers's parly a very im-
portant nucleus in the fight against centrist and socml democratic
lendencies which existed in the Norwegian worker's party.

Even in the East, the Young Communist Leagues form a
centre of political life.  They work there on the lines ‘laid
down by the Communist International and the Young Commumsl
international for the conduct of working class actions in those
countes.

In the past there were some erroneous tendencies m out' &

Leagues, (endencies which, on the one hand, looked upon
political activity of the Young Communist Leugues a8 on a parﬁnl :
lask which made that all the other work of the Young Communist
Leagues, namely aclivity on the economic and trade-union field
and in the field of education, activity for the capture of the rural
yvouth and work among children assumed an unpolitical characler. B
We always offered energetic opposition to such tendencies.

The second erroneous tendency which made its ap~
pearance during the last 12 months, was the tendency to repr
sent political activity as the main tasks of the Young Communis ;
Leagues. This must of course also be considered as a  vi
erroneous conception on our part. Behind this tendency them
was the tendency which we had liquidated at the Second World
Congress of the Young Communist International and at the Third
World Congress of the Communist International: the tendene
which wanted to make the Young Communist Leagues lendml
organs of political work.

Another important part of our work is—work.in- llp army
and the fight against the war peril. | The work “done by o
Leagues in connection with the Ruhr crisis was the flrat hi
campaign among the soldiers.

But we cannot say that on an international scale
Young Communist Leagues have been sufficiently active on
field. The only League of the few Leagues which carry on his
kind of work which was successful is our French Leasue {
has done magnificent work on this field,

Now 1 should like to deal with one of our mostim
fields of action in the past: with the reorganisation of thi
Communist Leagues on a factory-nuclei basis. The
of these directions aims at the consolidation of

we come into direct contact with the young fac

that our propaganda had therefore to take a

had to be more concrete and more in touch w

que::i:ons of the fight of lhe working class and of th

you G
The  ideological and objective dn‘uc(xuf

the application of these decisions

‘interesting to note that to-da

sation on a lnctomnuclex

in Germany.l ‘th' the
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record successful work by three of our most impor-
gues—the German, French, and Czech Young Communist
ues. Our German League was the first to overcome the
ogical difficulties in its ranks, .
" We achieved considerable success also in France where th

Young Communist League has made ils influence felt in many
‘industries.

) - The same is the case in Czecho-slovakia where
‘has already established 100 nuclei.

"~ Our. second success on this field consists in having
ompelled ‘the various Communist Parties to pay more at{ention
to this serious question and to do their share in the reorganisation
ks _of communist work on a factory-nuclei basis. This was the case
~ in Germany, France, and Czecho-slovakia.

* ' Our most important experiences in connection with this
reorganisation are as follows: ;

1 It became evident that factory nuclei were not looked upon
by our Leagues as the basis of our movement, but as an organ

. somewhat in the nature of a trade union fraction, a fraction in a

Sports League, in the co-operative, or something of this kind.
It must be laid down once and for all that faclory nuclei must
~ be the basis of our movement.

* " The second important lesson which we have learned from
' the past, is that there must be perfect clearness about the

‘activily of our factory nuclei. It must be borne in mind that
- factory nuclei have to do practically the same work which the
former organisation on a residential basis had to do.

: The third lesson is that the movement has o be completely
- reorganised on the factory-nuclei basis.
% Very little has been done to capture the youth of the
.~ country-side, )
N Another important branch of our work, which we have
- rather neglected, is the education and training of our members
- and of the working-class youth as whole. '

. Neither was work among children properly attended to.
' Comparatively little was done on the trade-union field. The
reason for this lies in the fact that we are now taking a more
_active part in the political actions of the working class, and that
there is a great deal of confusion in conneclion with the methods

- of our trade-union work.

15 I should also like to say a few words about the lack of
- support from communist parties. With the exception of the French
- and the German Parties, we have done very- little in this
_ direction. .

N During the last twelve months many of our leagues increase
their membership: in Russia the membership has gone up from

the League

~ The question of our tradé union lactics crops up inevitably
the congresses and sessions of the Enlarged Executive of
2 Communist International, This is the case because it consti-
ne of the most complex questions of communist tactics.
fact, what is the role of the trade unions in the fight of
ting class? In the past, trade unions were organs against
. Since the war they have become under the influence
isie auxiliary organs of the bourgeois State. It is
radually that they emancipate themselyes from the
d reformist influence and become again in the hands
unists, organs of attack’ against the capitalist regime.
are the natural link between the Party and
is only through their medium that the
e labour movement. That is why the Com-
‘has always paid much attention {o the trade
‘and that the Fifth Congress will give it its most

adapt itself fo a certain
d therefore its first and foremost
The presen utga,ﬁan within the

. down the power of resistance of the working class and of the

- instabily in the capitalist countries will increase.
- between the Tling

420,000 to 700,000, in Germany from 28,000 to 70,000. This was,
of course, before the October fight, Owing to the prohibition of
our League and to the disputes within it during the period of
illegality, the membership dwindled to about 40,000, In France
the membership went up from 4,000 to 7,000 in Italy from 2,000 to
4,600, in America from 2,000 to 5,000, in Czecho-slovakia from
8,000 to 13,500 and finally (to mention one of our Leagues in the
East) the membership of the Mongolian Young Communist
League went from 2,600 to 3,000.

Just a few more words on our relations with the Communist
Parties,

There were a number of countries where the decisions of
the Third World Congress on the organisational independence
of the Young Communist League, were entirely ignored. This
happened in Poland. In Bulgaria, the Young Comntunist League
succeeded only during the last twelve months 1o establish its
organisational independence. This happened after the June and
September events had brought a thorough change into the
movement,

A few more words on the tasks before us. In looking back
on the experiences of the recent period, we can safely say that
it is not necessary to make any drastic changes in the lines on
which we have hitherto worked.

Young Communist Leagues must be now more energelic
than ‘ever before in the work which our leader Lenin has begun.
You know that Comrade Lenin has given us very important and
valuable directions in connection with a very important and
decisive question. I mean the question of anti-militarist work.

Therefore we pay special atlention in our theses to this
branch of our work. There is a paragraph in our theses which
says: Young Communist Leagues must become Leninist Youl}l
leagues, namely, they must do their utmost to follow Lenin's
precepls and 1o train revolutionary fighters capable of standing up
for communism not only with arms in their hands, but also by
carrying on clear and persuasive propaganda. We must caplure
the masses of the working class youth,

The work done by the Young Communist International
in the past, can be reckoned among the most important work in
the fight for communism. 1 assure you that we will develop our
organisation into a big preparatory school for Leninism for the
entire working-class youth. We will not only encourage our young
comrades to study Lenin's works, but will also lead them into
the fighting ranks which will emancipate the oppressed of ' the
whole world under the banner of Lenin. The young guard of the
working class, the Young Communist International will always
remain the vanguard on the way to the development of Leninist
and Bolshevik world organisation.

< ~ Twenty-Seventh Session.
- Resume of Lozovsky’s Report on the
e "l'rade Union Question.

July 5, 1924,

been during the last few months a strong wave of economic
strikes which are assuming a greal political significance. The
importance of these strikes is all the greater as the Labour
Goverment played in all of them the role of defender of the
interests of the bourgeoisie. . ;

Even in Germany where the working class is in very
difficult position, the recent De f ensive of the miners can be
considered as a success, for it succeeded in repulsing the attack.
In Norway a six months strike has not succeeded in breaking

trade unions. In some industries a wage rise was even obtained. . = "
In France too, there were a number of offensive strikes. In fact,
we can say ‘that the retreat has come to an end, and that we
are entering upon a new period of activity when economic -
conflicts will increase and become more serious, when offensive

and defensive actions will become more violent and when political ~

2. During the last two vears of the class struggle, r'el'q.:xd?

g ¢lass and the reformists trade union le
oser, We wilness the liquidation of man
of the reformis : AR

. of trade unions is not a sign. of aclivity,
- despair,

R
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.~ The methods of struggle of the Amsterdamers are as
platonic and inefficient as before. In spite of its verbal
protestations, the Amsterdam International has supported the
occupation of the Ruhr, It sees salvation in the Report of the
Experts.
~ This vellow role of the Amsterdam International and of ils
national sections could not but increase Lhe discontent of the
masses. At present the influence of the Communist International
and of the Communist Parlies is growing in all the trade unions,
and our Purlies and the revolutionary minorities are playing an
incgeasingly important role in the economic actions of the pro-
letariat,
We had examples of it in Germany and in Greal Brilain
where a large number of “non official * slrikes were initiated
against the will of the leaders, and were conducled with the
direct participation of the Communist Parties.

If we take for instance France, we get an idea of the in-
fluence of the Communist Party in the Unitarian General Con-

. federation of Labour (C. G. T. U.). Even in Japan, China and in

India this question is the topic of the day. The success of the
communists in the trade union movement have exasperatled the
reformists who look upon communists as a disintegrating elements

The evolution of the Amsterdam International, the trans-
formation of its leaders into yellow elements, have not only
created among the masses the desire to drive the lraitors from
the proletarian ranks, but have also made certain sections of
workers despair of the efficacy of the slogan " capture of the
trade unions . This state of mind is particularly noticeable in
Germany where it has led to desertion of trade unions and
attempls to introduce new tactics, which, however, were rejected
by the Frankfurt Congress. But this state of mind still preyvails.

On the other-hand we wilness a new wave of reformist
illusions, a second youth of the League of Nations and of the
International Labour Bureau.

We must take account of these main features of the general
situalion, if we are to determine what our lactics in the trade
union movement shall be. We have a new situation and new
factors.

Throughout the activity of the Communist International
the idea of the fight for unity prevails. It is only natural that
we should ask ourselves if this idea has not become obsolete.
Unity is not an end in itself, but a means to an end. Trade
union unity offers the best field for communist activity and
creates favourable conditions for the capture of the masses, It
is on the strength of this principle that the Communist Inter-
national has declared itself most emphalically against the de-
struction of trade unioms, and that it substitute for this slogan
the slogan of their capture, for the capture of the masses cannot
be accomplished without the capture of the trade unions. What
is .the meaning of the capture of the (rade unions? There are
some misunderstandings in connection with this question. Some
comrades say: “ We will never succeed to capture the trade
unions because- the reactionary bureaucrats will maintain their
positions by some means or other, It is self evident that the
bureaucrats are not very much inclined to be reduced to a mi-
nority and that they will do everything in their power to pre-

‘serve, if only outwardly, their majority in the trade unions. But

capture of .the trade union has nothing in common with capture
of the reactionary bureaucracy and ‘its apparatus. What we need,
15 the capture of the trade union masses and here, no reactionary
bureaucracy or oath of loyalty, as in Germany, can prevent com-
munists to extend their influence among the masses. Desertion
byt a symptom of
If it is understandable on the part of non-party
workers, it is quite inadmissable when communists are concerned.
If a communist asserls that he no longer remain in the
trade union in spite of the decisions of the Communist Inter-
national ‘and of the Communist Party, he is a bad communist

for he allows himself to be carried away by his impulses.

With this question another is bound up: if we fight for
unity and against destruction of the trade unions and if we

endeavour {o capture them, what must be our slogan for the

unorganised workers or for those who have left their unions?

Our slogan must be: “ Return to the trade unions. * I know that
in Ge

rmany this slogan met with a great deal of resistance and

;hp, ~many workers say: “ Why should I pay membership fees

the trade union bureaucrats? * But such questions cannot be
ed from the viewpoint of membership fees, but only from
view] of the aims of our general policy.
do in cou ere the trade
ce in’ France

)

‘Czecho-Slovakia? Gan we issue there the slogan of return to the
Arade unions? Certainly not. In this case, the main slogan must
be unity through a general congress. The fight for-unity must
not remain a mere formality, but must find expression in
effective campaigns. If we publish from time {o time declarations
for unity, we shall not achieve much. The fight for unity must be
a systematic action in workshops and faclories. We cannot by
any means allow the secessionist reformists to have the mono- '
poly of unity. This would constitute a menace for the labour
movement and for the Communist Party which would inevitably
see ist chances of capluring the majority of the working class
dwindle. But it is not enough to keep repeating the word Unity.
It is somelimes necessary, in the name of this same unity, 1o
group and organise the expelled trade unionists ,or workers
who have left the trade unions. We must nol do this to preserve
the small trade unions but (o continue with them the fight for
unity. In this form, the slogan of the fight for unity does not
alrall conflict with the necessity of establishing, -under certain
circumstances, parallel organisations and of giving them support

and encouragement. The main thing is—that these organisations '
fight for unity.

From time to time the desire crops up in communjst
circles to find new forms of working class organisation, There i
are comrades who imagine that by crealing new forms of organi-
sation, we shall be able to withdraw the workers from the in-
fluence of the bourgeoisie. This secking of new forms of organi-
sation has taken place in America. If was also very nolicable
in Germany after the revolution in November 1918 and such
atlempts continued to be made from time to time,

We must work energelically for the transformation of ‘craft |
trade unions into industrial unions. But wherever the centralised
trade unions are in the hands of reformist trade union bureau- -
crals, who kill all local initiative, it is absolutely necessary {o
fight against a centralism which kills initiative, and enforce more
freedom for local organisations. We must above all understand
that trade unions are not accidental forms of the labour move-
menl,“forms which can be abandoned and supplanted by others:
at will. LB

Already for some time the situation within the Amsterdam
International has been far from salisfactory. This was par.
ticularly noliceable at its last congress in Vienna. Since its form-
ation, the Amsterdam International has been a complement of
the League of Nations and a tool of the Entente. It has played
its part logically and resolutely. But for some time it has been
going through a period of crisis, and the crisis has become- par-
ticularly acute under the growing influence of the Communist.

Parties and of the political action of the Red Trade Union Inter-
national. 4

The crisis did not reach ils climax until after the
occupation of the Ruhr, when some leaders of the Amsterdam
International, especially Fimmen, began to demonstrate the
potence of  the Amsterdam International without fully unde
standing the reasons for it. The internal strife in the Amsterdam
International has become acute, especially in connection with the
slogan of the umited front, The question has arisen—with whom -
should one join up, with the left wing of the working class or b
with the left wing of the bourgeoisie? .

These contradictions were clearly manifested at the
congress at Vienna, where the decomposition of the Amster
International was brought to light. The differences at the V
Congress hat to do with two questions: the attitude towar
Russian trade unions, and the relations between the interns
professional federations and the Amsterdam Internati
bottom the two questions amounted really to one, be
whole fight between the federations and the Amsterda
national, was over the relations between the fo
Russian unions. : ‘ S

The leaders of the left are not fully alive
of changing their politics from top to bottom; they: [
paliatives will serve no good purpose. We must  ni
criticise the inconsistency, the hesitancy, the \ :
of the leaders of the English trade unions; |
we must not forget that they are going towards

; The communists must always be pre
understanding with the workers who
geoisie; they must never refuse united




a number of counlries the communist parties have not

lished their factions in the (rade unions. On the whole,
‘Ptb".bct;ug’y' themselves too little with trade union work.
“inslance, the Dulch and Belgium parties have so far con-

“themselves to simple propaganda and have not undertaken

¢ as .yet lo organise the minorities in the reformist trade
S. ’TE: znme obr:ervnliou holds good for other countries. As
as the Communist Parties do not consider the omumsulu.m
“factions in the unions as one of their most important tasks,
t;xey will not be able to ulse to full advantage ‘the sympathies
which* joy among the masses. bk
ﬂh oh.Oul‘l:YP:?l]ie‘; neulec“l too much certain parallel organisations
‘as the N.A.S. in Holland, the Knights of Labour in Belgium,
“the Workers' Council in the United Slates.
In some countries, as in Frnncctel. there llsliun';terl;dc\l:ﬁyon?
1e entire attention on the revolutio ,
aofﬂcgngglﬁin‘; entirely the parallel reformist unions. Wherever
. there are parallel organisations, the Communist Parties must be
particularly active, with a view lo the creation of nuclei in the.se
ormist organisations. By neglecting to do this, we voluntarily
sumscribe the scope of our action and retard the nesto!'ulu'n:
ity. It is equally irrational to urge the workers to quit the
mist unions in order to get them to join the revolutionary
ons, The communists should stay in the reformist unions In
ler {o defend the communist ideas from within. :
It is necessary to work out a trade union platform for.
@ movement in general and for the various industries. It is
common mistake of all the parties to fail to lake udyunluge
e big economic fights for the purpose of crealing re-
atative working class organs at the height of the slyuagle.
lection of a strike commiltee or of a committee of action by
cellent opportanity. !

"lkersctle:t:i'xll elgfaflies aremx)lot yet fully alive to the fact that the
al ground for the united front is the factory, the factory
nittee and the trade union. It is on this ground that we could
v °‘n practice, on everyday questions, the difference there is
en us and the reformists. It is on llus_gruund that we must
ntiring in proposing the unity of action, the creation of
“commitlees etc. Only by considering the factory, ‘the
tory committee and the trade unions as the batllq-grouxnd. of
“united front, only by takipg advantage of economic con([lc!s
rge the workers to back our demand for unity, can we achle\‘e
ults in the shape of detaching the workers from the influence
f the reformists. While acting in this manner, our parties must
deavour-to attract to the platform of the RIL.U. the greatest
_number of non-party or left social democratic workers. :
ALl this activity must have a practical basis depending m:
e country and on the industry in question. Advantage .mus[
2 faken of the discontent created by the u:eucherous uusA(il
«de union officials. These must be systematically expos:él. A
ir doings during and after the war should be unmask i e
g&“‘the masses to realise the need of chasing the traitors

\ ions. This need should be made into a popular
-'g'htzal‘:or‘:!n that we popularise t;hisls;l(;u:xhn. the better shall
succeed in ‘chasing the bureaucrats out of the unions.
o By 'fa‘tl" the zregtesl drawback ip our trade union aclivities
absence of communist nuclei in the factories. As long as
not create them, we shall not be in a position to take
Jeadership of the trade union movement. It is a question
e importance. Without the basic organs of the factory
ope to draw the masses into the fight.

{ our trade unionist activity must be trans-.
the masses, that is to say inlo the factories. Hence

e “al creating sham-committees in the faclories.

wx\%t&ig: where"gthe movement was not split, small

ore formed, which are most of the fime ‘led by com-

‘ » have in Germany, il ‘ 8 in
; “ele. While continuing our work in the o

ons, while developing our activity for creation

orities, we must bring unity between them

nisations and (ry to promote solidarity

' ay or another.
N 9?:5 ‘; vu { danger to the
: . v : d be most resolutely opposed,
[Tt T prepare for common actions in the 14‘““!3“}

d for the creation of factory commitlees, while com-

in the United States, in’

commiltee, the Russo-Polish, ele. The Frankfurt conference of

‘
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March, 1923, has already foreseen this type of cum{niltqe. Ul}-
fortunately, the communist parties have done nothing in l!ns.
sense, We must not lose sight of the fwgt that only by ,exlendugu
and consolidating this circle of committes, shall we' succed in
preventing international conflicts and in organising the simul-
taneous action on both sides of the frontier. '

The influence over the trade union movement in the /
colonies is a question which should not be neglected. 43 iy

There is hardly any propagandist literature for the colonies

died in the service of the revoluti
fighting in the service of the revolution.
‘ Comrade Herzog was the
second reporter on the

; i
and the comrades who were

m culled' upon (o speak as (he
trade union question,

Comrade Herzog:

Comrade Losovsky says thal the characteristic fealure of

to speak of. If our parties persist in their vassive allitude, there : i the present year is the fact that the general retreat of the work-
o speak ol. d '§ persis ) ssive :

will be nothing to distinguish them from the social democrals.
They must watch attentively the growing frade union movement

isi i i i come perfectly clear.
of the colonies and oppose the bourgeoisie which Lries Lo stifle I y I

the workers' movement in the colonies. . .
There are still countries where the vprinylplu of 1rade union
autonomy enjoys some credit, This ppuulple IS now lljne ru]lly{lr:g
cry against the Commumsl'ln_lernu_honnl,. the l(.I.L:l.‘axx( he
Russian revolution. This principle is pm‘hculu_r,ly wnluspreaq in
France and in Spain, where the anarchists, allies of the (?scls:s,
are waging a furious fight against the Communist Party. f()'l';e
ety of trade union autonomy, the party’ must l:cpl)’ by :!ppfou'c 1:
ing in practical Iushi(mrlhf_ llnqs??s‘uln(l organisations which are
subjec rcho-syndicalist influence, ‘ )
huluulol: lﬁguoth(-r ]}und, we are oo ljl}ln familiar with the ways
of our enemies. We know their politics, bul we do not know
their organisations. And yel the nghllng“orumusulmns‘o[ lh.u-
bosses are of particular interest to us. T'he bus,:‘s'es have their
agenls paid or voluntary in our own midst.  They }Ilullllllllli
a whole series of institutions, of which we know nell_hf:r :N
structure_nor the activity. It is nnly‘ at a time of conllul_‘lmt
we learn about these activities. To know the enemy is an
essential means to success, \_‘Vo must not only ;sludy the o..n.l‘olny‘.
but also create in the parties and in the unions a service ‘o
economic counter-espionage. Only by being in a position to de-

This can
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countries

¥

]

not bul react upon
countries.

This Tact has compelled us German communisls, to pay
altention lo the reparations question. There has no
response o the Experts’ Plan either among the British or the
French working class. Why not? Because the workers of these

ing class has been slayed, and that, moreover, the connection
between the trade union bureaucracy and theé bourgeoisie has be-

I regrel to say that as regards the first point, namely,
that the general retreat of the working class has been stiyed,
we cannol agree unconditionally. In several countries it is true
we find a halt, which perhaps may be only apparent. We also
find that economic struggles are going on in many countries, But
on the whole, the capitalist offensive against the working class
Is continuing. The acceptance of the Experts' Plan means that
‘the altack of the employers upon the working class is succesfully
continuing. The nine-hour day will be extended lo a ten- and

~even an eleven-hour day; wages will be depressed still further,
the conditions of labour in other

t been a serious

believe that the Experts’ Plan means peace. The

pucif@st wave is gmwing among the proletariat, at least at present,
and in Germany is strengthening the position of reformism.

~ Comrade Losovsky [urther says that one of the characler-
istic fealures of the present time is, that the influence of the

E R.LL.U. has considerably increased in all countries. I sincerely
: Jk \ e have the chance (o A A ncerely
termine the forces of the enemy shall we h i hope this is true, although T am unable to assert it definitely.
succee(}‘.P llv. the last question worthy of your atfention is thal S I have the [eelmglthnt we have suffered a distinet check in this
inally, & \ i : K 8.4 respect owing to the wave of pacifism
i e s ;¢ with mobilised trade unionists. In y k gl ShAas .
of maintaining un. l&grr(,c%ltzﬁ ::,ll:.‘xisl the “sou du soldat*.(the 3 ‘ Losovsky _suld that in Germany the necessity for conquer-
the ]‘.‘rench'uulolm : 1 .nionisls lowards the dues of mobilised ing the trade unions was not pr.opvrly understood. }Ve know that
penn:)es l)e\’elt‘:ld. Ir(:\n;s rl“ fn:‘uns for the trade unions to maintain 2 very well, lmll we cannol explain the fluctuations in our counlry
members). This was ¢ ans et Eate d of li g quite so simply,
S ink no
ance over the mobilised members. This kind of 1 08 . )
:::ﬁ:lzvrmc:)l(lllsttg in the unions. It should be re-established with the Last year, when the German proletariat saw the con-

aid of the young communists and the unions. Every mobilised
worker must remmnin a member of his union, and the umo.n
should see to it that its members who are called to the colours

should not be separated from the working class. . the trade unions in general.

ic ist Inter-
These are the lasks which confront the Communis

nutionullnnd its parties. The question. naturally arises: has the
C.I to change its policy or not? To this we can reply ‘with a de-

d6d “no “. The Fifth Congress should approve all the decisions 8
f)ltdi(tlle :)lr(::ceding congresses. We must frankly declare U\a:llt})de Qe
line which was followed was right, that the wqu accomplis! u..i &
in spite of all its imperfections, has brought big results, that if = :
we have grown in many countries, if we have become mass orga- §
nisations, it was thanks to our trade union tactics. lhese. tactics i
we should not change, but rather {mxke them more perfect, mo}r,e
effective and more supple. All this cannot be done unless the

) i arties understand the enormous impurlnn'ce of the
‘t':"algle!,ut:‘l:?;ng to the struggle of the working class. l‘:;le‘ muli.g
unions occupy a fixed place in the class struggle, Nfzy ‘llhe
destined to play a still greater part on the morrow after e
revolution. It is for this reason that we do not wnhdt:ul\i/ oneuno 5
from the decisions which we have taken, and we shall con nuen £
so until the final conquest of the trade unions, that is o say

the conquest of the masses. ,

e speech of Comrade Losovsky, a delegation {rom f
the fo‘:hmlr)e}gncbpebivision of the Red Army appeared on tl;a
platform. In the name of the delegation, Comrade Gutmann, amic
the stormy applause of the delegates, presented the Congress
with & banner for the Hamburg workers. The greetings of Co
rade Gutmann were replied to by Comrade Koeppen on hehal
‘the Hamburg ‘worlg:nw and by Comrades Thaelmann and ’Lo:
behalf of the Congress. = ... . .

o e O oy congalulalod. Comrade. Zotkin 0
; _her 67th birthday. The delegates - !
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revolutionary work
unist ideas,
- We openly confess tha

ress helped us co
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ur members declared that the right slogan i
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ditions of labour becoming steadily worse under the policy of the
5 trade union leaders, a very strong feeling of animosity grew up
against the trade union bureaucracy and even in part against

¥ In 1923, however, an intensification of the revolutionary
K movement took place, which resulted in the fact that during the
g Cuno strike the German trade union bureaucracy had praclically
lost all influence over the masses. But afler August, owing to
many causes, our position became worse and our strength de-
clined. It declined still further after the Oclober defeat. The trade
N - union bureaucracy took advantage of the situation in order to

pass over completely 1o the side of the bourgeoisie. They voted
for a state of siege. They voted for the law granting extraordinary
powers which gave the bourgeoisie enormous powers and oppor-
i tunities for arranging the conditions of labour according lo their

own discretion. Thereupon a tremendous exodus from the German
trade unions began such as we have never seen in Germany
before. An explanation for this exodus can also be found, how-

"

~ever, in the tremendous crisis, in the inflation crisis.

: During this period of crisis we atlem

Conference to wrench the trade unions. from

trade union bureaucracy. Since the conditions were not existent,

we reached a cul de sac at Weimar. Under the changed con-
* ditions, our programme could no longer be put into effect.

2 Still further vacillation was caused b '

- German General Federation of Trade Unions to expell all com-

unists from the trade unions who formed fractions, carried on

in the trade unions, and spread com-

pled at the Weimar,

the .hands of the

y the decision of the

t we went fo the Frankfurt parly
ngress with u certain feeling of hopelessness regarding the
de union question, for when at about this time we took
vote, the majority of our
181 leave the trade unions. But the decision of thi

willing to fight and able to fight. We must taki
- of the willingness and the capacity of the wo

fight in’

What organisations have we in Germany and what are
the ideas they represent? : 3 A
First the Union of Hand and Brain Workers, We condueted
i .dl"l(‘llnillutl struggle in this organisation against its ' theo-
reticians, To-day, after five years of biller experience, we have
succeeded in getling order in this organisation, . Sl
There is an important organisation in Germany culled the
Expelled Building workers' Union. It gave rise o great illusions
among many revolutionary workers, who thought that an orga-
nisation like the Chemnitz Building Workers' Union was a tv]')e'"
of organisation which by strategy could lead the workers better
than the Jarge (rade unions. Practically all such independent
orgunisatipns are the product of the fight against the Amster-,
damers and heir expulsion tactics. It is these organisations which
have:issued the call for quitting the trade unions. When treating
of these independent organisations, we musl nole a peculiar
phenomenon viz, the appearance of small groups of lubout'”"‘.‘?.'.@?
iristocrals, as for instance with the Tarners' Union' in Berlin, =
There are at the head of this organisation people who failed to =+
understand that the creation of such groups of labour aristocrats =
simply splits the workers and is playing into the hands of the iy
capitalist, s

What is then the general lesson we have lo learn from
the existence of these independent organisations? Such organi- .
salions can defend the interests of their members only under .
distinetly favourable circimslances. They as a rule have the
Amsterdam trust behind them and their members are very soon
. Mung oul of work. They are not organisations leading the revolu-
tionary movement, but in spite of themselves they follow. in the
tail of the movement. y ¢
The problem of the unorganised is a very important ohe.
Their number has grown considerably in Germany during th
last few years, Our’ conirades conclude therefore that we must
organise these workers in new dual organisations. Bul we. now
already know that the dual organisations lead {o no good. Com-
rade Losovsky says we must organise them in the factory coi;m
cils; this is already embodied in the January résolution, We have
already made the attempt, but the successes achieved have so
far been negligible. After every strike the factory councils are
thrown out of the factories. : By,
A word on the question of the industrial unions. 'I'hem
dustrial unions have become the slogan in Germany. As I already
suid, more and more workers are collected into a small split-off
organisation, and out of them arise the industrial union, But il
you ask the comrades whal is the difference between the in-
dustrial unions and the craft unions of the Amsterdamers, lhq
have no answer. It must be clearly stated that the industri
unions cannot arise oul of such experiments. They can
only out of mighty conflicts conducted by the proletariat and’
which_the old form of organisation predominates, -
It was very difficult in Germany fo organise an opj
which was partly in the {rade unions; and -especially méa
there was no common idea as to what we should do,
The fight for the eight-hour day forms a central
the whole revolutionary trade union movement. We muﬁz 0
the position we lost. In December’ of last year after the g
defeat of the proletariat the employers lengthened the hour
the Ruhr workers. Without asking the workers the t
leaders simply abolished the seven-hour day in the. mi
have now organised the opposition in Germany, We
i platform for its work and with' this organised opposi
is inside and outside the trade unions and in the facto
we can manoeuvre and operate and institute movemen
The industrial proletariat of the Rhine sh

in order fo_do so we must make proper prep
so that it does not come to nought. =
- We have the same e '
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as the unorganised of former
as the organised workers.

‘heraically
o the anti-trade union

Upper Silesia,

them into strike-breaking organisations.
all the experiences of the individual countries.

are prepared for a direct attack on

the employers.
oreover,

~ But now the women in Germany march
tell them that

~ have conducted armed fights against
must therefore mobilise the women,

. strikes which went from house to house
and how the strike-breakers were being opposed.

the Co-operatives.
mth these organisations.

. Peasanls and the agricultural workers
- themselves with the fighlers in the

. as long as we have not won power.
) ','Lelg.
against possible illusions., We

& slronger movement than

& very dangerous situation. If this does

and energy will be an example

L. U, and the C. L.

Twenty-Eighth Session.
‘ Schultze (Germany):
~ The resolution on the

~ment:

Jitignary -
strial unions, in order to have af its
organisations before the seizure of

o’{

not necessary, he

ﬁ?’zﬁ’&f’*‘"‘"’*" to b
have: -mehmo h
I have b

3 ¢ immediate tasks of the '

ed unanimously in Frnnkfuq;t contains the following stale-
The German Communist Party desires”to mobilise the
ry factory councils and o establish revolutionary
disposal economic

: power and mass
proletarian economic construction after the seizure of

- In this fight we saw (hat the unorganised are no longer
times they fought as

Vi spirit grown? I say no. In spite
the betrayal of thehtrade;;xln.ion bureaucracy the workers, el\)'en
r where the workers fought most heroically,

ave come lo recognise that they must return to the Amsterdur‘{l
g,théds-umons 50 that the bureaucracy should not be able to make

" We must work out a strike-strategy which will embrace
‘We saw that the workers even in the present situation

i we saw that the women play a different role
from: that they did formerly. Formerly during a strike the women
attacked the men in the rear, they were ballast, a lump of lead.

i o Oen L dbelure the men, they
‘ : St not work for a dog's pay. The women
; v__hia.ye, stood on picket-duty. In Ludwigshafen where a ‘state of
;. Biege prevailed, they won back the streets for us. The women
th: strike-breakers.
§ nother - important ex-
perience was the setting up of educational groups during the

» I to explain to the men
~and women what the fight was about, how it was being fought,

We

- I want to refer to the International Workers' Relief and
Closer contact than hitherto must be sel up
- The contact between the fighting prolétariat of the to

[ wn
with the rural population must be established. In the strikes%
_in, Upper Silesia, Saxony and the Rhine we saw that the small
\:rere p;)epu(ried to associate
) ) own by delivering large
consignments of food. This must be our “smitchka® in Ggrml:lr:;

40 It is said that on the Vienna Congress an Amst
{ | erdam
wing crystalised oit, Bultn 31 must emphatically warn you
ag 1 I ad such a Left movement in th
‘German trade unions in Dissmann‘, Auffhauser, etc. and it wag
e gvement the British. We have seen however
(that this “Left" is more dangerous t8 the development of the
revolutionary ldeqlogy thnn_ the Right trade union leaders. We
must not make this great mistake again, or else we shall get into
3 ! not happen, we hope: {
_ treale a revolutionary taétic in Germany which for lirmeﬁzss?

in the fight agai
Amsterdamers by the revolutionary elements orzani‘;gd";zl :}‘lg

Party

_ Thus, if comrade Losoysky declares to day that industrial
goes against the decision of the

proved that the indepaadent
st the resolution of the Frankfurt
efore me the resolution on the
ahgqlg like to remind. you of a,

the Party must at the same time begin {o carry

- have left the union.
sation of the unorganised a
Amsterdamers must be

R R
. shors

as fun

nd o
‘carried

work energetic and “useful
of organising the un-
This prepa.-
all those

I maintain that the victory of our lef
Party Copgress over Brundler*\va: not only dttjea:o l{l}?e P;r;::dlgt:‘:(:
of the Sins committed by the latter in October but also b
concessions made in connection with the (rade uni'on question ?
Here is another proof. A meetin of offici "
lbmncgl (t" “l]l(l)(e) Genr:un Communist Pz‘frw, wfhtilculls \:gsm((:llesrllé?l
)y abou eople, adopte S i rhi ins
oot pnruurz‘lph;:) pted a resolution which conlains the
“A[ler laying down the political lines o i
lrude. union congress must immediately take rln"lcl::lor::] H:g‘
organisational construction of industrial organisations wilh
umfuyrm leadership for all questions.* .
et another proof. The Commission, elec i
Brumlpnburgwurkers' district congress for the ;)l:;imli‘t" };};ed(?c%lilx:l.
on umlor“m lines for the congress; resolved unanimously: 3
Wherevel: independent unions adhering (o the N
Workprs -Conumt}ee (R.A.A) exist, they have, according to
the lines to be laid down by the R.A.A., freedom of action and
movement on a national scale among the unorganised of their
: \'ocull:uilul or industrial group.* :
; 1as been asserted that (he independent unions’ attit
is: leave the trade unions ¢ 'm | diately i d !1.1.(11.'
ions, pod e, hli ind  form Immediately industrial
I declare that all the unions adhering to the independe
Ber}m cartel, have repeatedly stated that nothing is flulrlll(:lt):nf(ll:)::lt
their minds than withdrawing their members from the old unions
But on the strength of the Frankfurt resolution, o
themgel\'es not only justified but even under the obligation to
take into the cartel the unorganised, as well as those who were
cxpelleq or le!t the unions on their own.accord, for the purm;so
of making lhls.cartel an industrial organisation. If Losovsky
comes here with the assertion that industrial unions are }mt
necessary and that we do not stand in need of new forms of
struggle, we say that this is wrong. We do stand in"need of new
forms for our fight, for there is nothing to show that the Amster-
damers will not continue their measures with incrensud‘vignu'.

I should like to dispel another notio i

n. A decision
made at the 'Frgmklurtt Party Congress which js erroncmn:
:l.mnely tha{ it is bossible to carry on mass struggles in
t;lmeho{ actions without a solid organisation and only with
% elp of factory' councils, In countiies with a welt-trained
{}n organised workmg clus_s, political fights can only be won
i donl;:.ha_s developed organisational forms wherever they exist
an r;um}m new forms into existence where there are none
either are factory nuclei organisation .

? V ) s capab
Londucgng long strikes of an economic and political nuplur:ee o

ur task and our demands are: to do our utmo: ‘

) | ; st that {l
mnsss;s are brought into motion and into our fight, Andl if twlg
;se |‘;)r this purpose the means and methods created by the
wreu;r; pur;tp(f;z::y C{)ngrtlass.bwe lshull be following the lines which

not only by the Gern : i
e byrhthe Lok onl 1an Communist Parly but
ere is one point on which I agree with Heck p
;hamarlldled under any circum§tnnces whatever the Ior?ﬁafi:)th }(?f
&, c&;e of workers engaged in the fight. This is a thing which
_Germany, and I believe also in other countries is absolutely
: , but we would also lik
;::rilrade Heckert to apply the same standard to other orgu:xi?
ons, and not to condemn the cartel of the independent Berlin
orgam%:mns 4s a menace to our movement.
e position of the independent unions in. Ger i
b ' i many is:
;ll;,e not advoc_ale. leave the trade unions, but we say dj:ti:cll‘\vy?
8y ;gorgglz%el;ggsz (;w‘th be t;.lma;’gamated through factory
f n 0se who have left the unions must
not be amalgamated through all kinds of loose formations, 'ﬁiesy

must be formed into unijo y i
,slrial‘orzanisaﬁons. ns in order {o be dey eloped into indu-

ational

they consider

?el:aem the Russ
0 day and have a bearing on all trade union acti ut.
zl;e Jorn.n.mese negotiations were to end in succg:&utlhx::?ﬁ :
oLal yo;;l;ere in uniform trade unions with a uniform leadership
Aiths. pt th:mu'm fight and with .the preservation of communis
S B Action of the Russian comrades will haye had g
resul ul:gl,,as Wwe are afraid, the opposite were to happen,

W&: Q;;mrmous set-back for the trade union moveme
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: 'I"\ven,ty-mnth Session.
Comrade Seelig (Germany):

Comrade Losovsky is mistaken when he says (hat the
capilalist offensive has come to a standstill and that the workers
had taken up the offensive. There is much more truth in what
Heckert said, namely, that the capitalist offensive has come
only to a temporary slandstill, The Experts' Report will induce
the German bourgeoisie to initiate an even more acule offensive
against the workers than ever before. And the more acute the
class struggle, the more acute will be the fight in the trade
unjons between the revolutionary masses and the reformist
leaders. Our fight cannot be successfull unless we capture the
trade unions and therefore we must do our utmost to remain in
the trade unions. It is self-evident that the expulsionist lactics
of the reformist. bureaucrats will grow more acule as commu-
nists increase their activity and influence. On our part, it would
be the greatest mistake possible to form parallel organisations.
Even the last unily congress of Hand and Brain Workers reco-
gnised Lhis. There are big and serious [ights ahead of us in Ger-
many. Therefore it is incomprehensible {o us that there can be
comrades who expect to find in the British trade-union movement
a left wing, with which it would be possible to follow another
line of action. We are therefore very glad that our Russian com-
rades have not encouraged this idea. They will thereby make
our work in the trade unions and also our opposition to comrade
Schullze's conceptlion easier.

Kohn (Czecho-Slovakia):

Although we consider the statement, that the general
retreat of the workers has come to a standstill, an exaggeralion,
we say, at least for our country, where we had to resist a very
strong capitalist offensive, that during the last twelve months,
the workers seem inclined to extend the offensive against the
capitalists. We would be bad strategists if we did not attempt to
co-ordinate in good time these sporadic attempts and if we did
not prepare a general workers' offensive. As lo tactics within
the trade unions, one is not far wrong in saying that the unity
slogan is the best to approach jhe masses with. But il would
be wrong to deny the fact that a proper application of the tactics
of capture would subject large sections of workers who are under
our influence to expulsion from the trade unions by the refor-
mists. As soon as this happens we must begin to organise these
workers. In Czecho-slovakia, we have already our own trade
unions, which came into being through the split tactics of the
reformists. But our Parly insists that our comrades, who are
still in the reformist unions, should remain there, with the object
of carrying on and to bring into the revolutionary unions not
individuals but groups. I admit that on this subject, there are
differences of opinion among us. We have trade unionists who
demand that all communists leav® reformist trade unions, and
enter into red unions. Our Party fights very energetically against
this tendency. On the other hand, we have comrades who take
the tactics of capture literally, and do not take into account that
we have already our own organisational basis for the revolutio-
nary trade unions. We must know what is the attitude of the
Comintern to the decisions of our Bruenner National Conference
on the question of trade-union tacties. In Germany, we think
that the question of the organisation of the unorganised and ex-
‘pelled is very pressing, It is not a solution if we group the un-
‘organised around the factory councils. Heckert is also right when

 he says that the unification of the unorganised in small unions,

is not of much avail. But Heckert does not say which way he
wants to go. In our opinion, it is absolutely necessary to orga-
se the unorganised and expelled from the centre, and on a
national scale. Another very important question, is . that of
International coordination of action. During the miners' strike in
the Ruhr district, we wailed impatiently for unification with
our German comrades. It is absolutely necessary to: have per-
‘manent international commitiees of action for the most important
ranches of industry. We have in our country a factory councils'

I do

o . We brought it into being during the German October
ver Sok duting i Bean feies

Comrade Semird:

There is an important point to which the French delegation
desires to call the attention of the Congress, to the question of ~ °
organic unily. We would like, however, to reply to a few
criticisms raised by our Comrade Losovsky in regard to the trade-
union commissions of our Party, It is evident that the trade union .
commissions in France are weak. Nevertheless we may say that
the Party has accomplished a vast amount of work in this respeet.

In regard to the activity of communists within the
reformist trade-unions, we admit it to be feeble, but this is due = =
to the feeble position of communists within the reformist unions.
The only unions in which we carry on Lhis activity are the
textile unions of the North.

I am surprised at the allitude taken by the German com- :,';
rades on the question of international unity. We think that the 1
tactics of unity are the means of winning over the reformist
masses which still follow their leaders, and that by penetrating
to these masses, we shall be able to expose the reachery of
their leaders. We could not do so by isolating ourselves as com-
rade Bordiga does.

Bordiga tells us that the basis of the united front can bhe =
found in organisations of the working class other than the .
political parties, that is in the organisations that may be captured . =

by trade-unionist propaganda. WA

We have the experiences of scission in France. We know
its detrimental effects to the revolutionary movement. The
working class is against the reformist leaders, butl it is for unity
with the masses of the workers, and it thinks that negotiations
may be carried on wilh the relormist leaders. - 3

We do not follow our German comrades when they declare ¢
their repugnance at meeling the reformist leaders. We are told . -
that the masses in Germany are disgusted with the reformisis as. =
a resultat of the October movement. Nevertheless the situation in i
Germany loday is nol the same as il was. .

At the Vienna Congress the chief question was that o
the relations with the national professional federations. In view =
of the left position taken by certain of these federations within .
the Amsterdam International, it is our duty to support these =
industrial federations which are taclically with us for 'the
achievement of unity in the trade unions. ik

We feel sure that the reformist bloc of Amsterdam has
its cracks. We may say that into these cracks we have driven
the wedge of our tactics of the united front. Today we must
drive in the wedge of organic international unily, and we are
in agreement with the theses presented by comrade Losovsky, -
because we. think they will permit the communist parties to
extend their influence among the proletarian masses. 3 J

We are told that the Russian Communist Party is of the
opinion that the present movement would be most propitious for
a re-union of all the trade-union forces. On the other hand, the
German delegation thinks the present stage of the revolutionary
movement unpropitious for such an action. We fail to see the
reason for the assertion that the international workers' movement
is not right for the tactics of unity. g %

I am convinced that all the workers, without the distinction
of lendencies are in favour of unity in the trade unions,
we would commit a grave mistake by failing to take advaniage
of 'this tendency and of this desire for unity which manifest
itself among the large masses of the workers. ; sl g

In France, although we were slow in applying the tactics
of the united front at the outset, we started on this work as soon
as we were able to. We urge our German comrades as-_w’glliw
our Italian comrades, to accept the theses of ‘our
Losovsky, and to work in common for the integral ap
of the tactics of the united front and of the. tactics o

unity. ! s
Comrade Kucher (Amerl

1 doubt whether what comrade Losovsky said ff "
slackening of the offensive of capital is applicable to he Un
States, for we find that fh the basis industries th
ir;tc:gsiﬁed»and “veis e:’p?ct the ‘egploxegaw take full
~of the coming crisis lo increase hours and
A o -Wg.nha.vg a dﬂleréatt«'!it%ﬁm 0

ve our European comrades who must




not support the position taken by Comrade Schultze, T main-
hat if there is to be any break in the unions, we must
it ‘to the reformists to bring about the break. We must
‘maintain unily as long as possible; but we must be careful not
o make a felish of unity and carry it to an extreme. _
If properly approached, the workers will welcome organi-
‘sation after the last two years of economic  oppression. It is
impussible to bring the masses into the A. I, of L. because of the
latters' own policy of refusing to organise the unskilled workers.
~ We intend submitting several proposals lo Profintern,
~ including the following: That the tendency to form independent
ions in America be left to develop; to make an elfort to bring
the large number of independent unions in America into some
sort of organisation which will serve as a cenler of common
~ action; that the Commitllee of Action be definitely known as
the ‘representalive of the R. I. L. U. and serve to correlate the
“efforts being made within the craft unions and the industrial
union:

;l'ho policy of the Profintern towards the 1. W. W. in the
past has been wrong, The I. W, W. have splendngl revolutionary
elemen(s among them who are open to communist propaganda.
"~ 'They are not a purely anarcho-syndicalist group, and, if pro-
- perly approached, could be won over.

~ 'There is great unrest among the workers at present be-
so of the economic pressure of the last 2 or 3 years, and his
st be taken advantage of by the communists to organise the
aps into communist-controlled unions, otherwise some other
hostile to communism, ‘will take the iniliative, i
We have two alternatives: 1) to form independent unions,
) to strengthen the industrial unions. Sl 3
“The danger of dualism is not great in America, The [irst
task is to organise the workers, and the danger of splits will be
met ag il arises. -

A Bordiga:

i T wanted to limit myself today lo a very brief (Ig-clzn'aliun.
" “but comrade Semard's speech compels me to dc_-nl a little more
fully with the very delicate question of international unity, First
of all, T wish to make it perfectly clear that the Left Wing of
. the Ifalian Communist Parly has always been opposed to the
" tactics of leaving reformist trade-unions. There is a new question
- hefore the Congress—the question of trade union unity. Bordiga
i3 against it. This is a sufficient reason why the whole Congress
'should decide for infernational unity. 'y

. Semard said to us: As you are in (favour of united-front
tacties in the trade unions, you must also be in favour of unity
‘on the field of organisation. These are (wo ulterly different
blems. We cannot defend here a thesis ~which says: If you
accept the united front, you must accept unity. For if that were
80, comrades who accept the united front between political parties
",Iﬁoul.d'- accept also the principle of organic unity of political

As to the question of fusion of the Profintern with the
msterdam International T will say only that this is a resolution
. which can be made by only the Congress of the Communist
~ International. This problem cannot be solved by any other organ,
ot by the Profintern, nor by the Enlarged Exccutive or by any
ial Commission: If ‘this problem is to be discussed here, we
“oppose this idea awhich tends to bring about the union of
vo.existing trade union organisalions. ' ;
" The conditions advanced for the realisalion of this union
such that they must inevitably meet with a refusal on the
ﬁﬁé he Amsterdam International. You say: All he better!
ng forward the proposal; Amsterdam will refuse,
ill be' one more proof for the workers that we are
But what will be really the impression made by this
cing class? 1 am afraid that the workers will think
quidale our International and that this liqui-
taken place only because Amsterdam refused our
make our work very difficult. :
uch talk about the Amsterdam Left Wing, and
mpress us with the importance of the position
our opinion, the proposal of trade union unity
‘shows that &htg:e ‘g‘in, reality an extreme
olicy of this Congres
muh“sﬂd“ ‘that there is an intention to
ion hetween f%omgums
£y
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members in the (rade unions greatly decreased.

" Second International had very little influence in the Far East

s on the subject j nce ar
' “trade unions, as. there were no social democratic elem

throw ourselves into the .arms of this left wing about which
we are to indulge in the same old illusions. :
As Semard's speech brought us forcibly into lhe_fore[ronl.
we are compelled to oppose the proposal which was just made
in connection with the Red International of Labour Um.on:'s. We ‘
are compelled to assert once more that of all narties, it is the
French Party which, with the help of the other sections of the
International, must be driven towards tucljcs .u! direct -and
courageous intervention by Communist Parties in the general
mass-movement.
After Comrade Comrade \

Bordiga concluded,

Zinoviev
spoke. His speech will be published later.

Rienzi (italy):

Comrade Bordiga made use of the expression ™ liguidation
of the Red International of Lahour Unions ™ as a possible and
even probable result of the unity proposals. 1 think that it is
very dangerous to use such a term, and to bring such expressions
into our unity campaign. .

The Red Trade-Union International was established in
1920 because it was generally felt that there must be a revo-
Jutionary central organisation for the proletarian (rade-union
movement, Morcover, the attitude taken up by the Amsterdam !
leaders during the war, had made the relations of the trade- /

1

union movement of the different countries very (Ii(ficull. The
Amsterdam International had become a fancy intornalmuul.. and
it is sell-evident that the initiation of the Red International
of Labour Uniods was in the inlerests of unilv.

Is it possible to speak of liquidation? Certainly nol. Every
communist thinks that unity tactics are. the continuation uf. the
struggle inaugurated by the establishment of the Red International
of Labour Unions.

For some time, we had a situation which could be called =~
favourable, because we had all the advantages of the defence \
of unity. Is the position the same lmlu\'?j think not. T am of
the opinion that we must expect an offensive by the _.-\mslu_rqum
reformists who will endeavour to get us out of this posilion.
That is why I think that unity tactics can be looked upon as
tactics which will enable us to relain the initiative in the fight
against the reformists. For on _llw domain of unily, us }\'cell as
on any other, we must always be masters of the situation.

As far as Italy is concerned, we say that the unity
campaign will be favourable to the campaign wlnch_wc l'nuz_il
initiate for the return of the masses to the lraalq urjions, T'his
campaign for unity will preserve us from the dxl.emnm before
which we are continually placed by the reformists on  the
national field,

We are convinced that the Communist International and .
the Red Internalional of Labour Unions will conduct the fight
in a manner which will allow us the best possible results on the
trade-union as well as on thg political field.

Comrade Katayama:

Until the great earthquake in Septcmbvr. the Japanese
labour-unions were on the defensive against the general capxtullsl :
offensive. Almost all strikes were defeated and ‘the number of

But after . the earthquake the capitalists tried to put thg‘
entire burden of the catastrophe on the shoulders of the workers.
The latter finally rebelled and now we find that the strikes are
offensive strikes and that the membership of the trade unions is
steadily increasing. - : & Rt

We have a united front of labour unions in Japan. The
Korean labour-unions are "affiliated with the Japanese, and
pleasant relations exist between the (wo. »

Until very recently, the Amsterdam International and. the

But now these two organisations are carrying on an inten
propaganda among the Oriental workers and are having
effect. Hitherto the communists had great influence among
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i ¢omudo‘bunno (Amerika):

Comrade Losovsky's statement that the capitalist offensive
is being checked, holds true for America, for there has been
an increase in employment and of wages in the last two vears.
With regard to fighting the Amslerdam International, it is diffi-
cult - for the American comrades to do this because the A. F.
of L. is even more right than the Amsterdam International,
If any understanding is reached with Amsterdam, we hope it
will clarify the issue and make the fight a more clear-cut one
in America,

With regard “to the most important point raised by Com-
rade Losovsky—that of slaying in or leaving the trade unions—
I want to stale that Schullze is a type, and that we have some
Schultzes in America, a small group of which Kucher is the
leader. In America there is an old tradition of leaving the ‘trade
unions and disrupting them, We had almost succeeded in era-
dicating this tendency after the Communist International adopted
the definite policy of working within the trade unions, until the
question arose again in Germany, and called forth an echo in
America. 1 hope this Congress, in taking up this question again,
will lake a clear-cut, unambiguous stand which will definitely
put a slop to the Schullze tendency in all countries,

Kucher tried to give the impression thal the American
trade-unions are thoroughly reactionary and dominated by the
bureaucrats. To him such matters .as the coal miners' strike,
involving 500,000 militant men, and the railroad workers' strike.
involving 400,000 men who defied the government, mean nothing.
The Kucher group also maintains that the organised workers
will not organise the unorganised, and that the latter are clam-
ouring for organisation. I differ. In America the most intelligent
and most militant elements in the labour unions are within the
trade unions, and are there because they see that collective
action is better than no organisation at all. Communist work
in the trade unions is having its effect, The communists have
succeeded in influencing several of the recent trade-union con-
ventions. The Communist Parly is dominating minorilty oppo-
sitions in the trade unions in.the face of the trade-union bureau-
crals and the capitalist government, There is no social-democralic
group to act as a buffer between the capitalist state and the
Communist Party. '

The place of the Schullzes is in the unions., where they
can get results. Outside the trade unions they are impotent for
they are divorced from the masses. )

Until this question is definitely settled for - America, the
_American Party will never be a mass party, and -until it is tho-

" roughly threshed out in the whole international, we will never

be on the high road to word revolution,

Ruth Fischer, Germany:

I have been asked (o declare lhat comrade Schultze did
not speak in the name of the party, but in his own name, and
that the Central Committee of the German Communist Party,
insisted that he should come and state his point of view before
the Congress, so that the German workers shall be able to decide
either for the standpoint of the World Congress or for the stand-
point of comrade Schultze, We have had very serious difficulties
with the trade-union question, and we should be fools if we did
not admit that we have them still. But we must find a way
lo* overcome them.

_ As a result of the tactics of the trade-union bureaucracy,
which is to a large extent directly responsible for the terrible
condition of the working class, a’feeling has grown up both
_among certain sections of the Communist Party and among the
masses of the German proletariat, demanding that an end must
be made to the reformist trade-unions and believing that a way
out of the present miserv can be found by creating new-
industrial-unions, In explaining the situation, I do not in any
way do so in order to defend or to give way to this feeling.

. ‘We have to remember one very bilter experience: the

~ break with the German Communist Labour Party. This break was-

essential. And yel it was a great mistake that we were not more
patient, and so prevented the loss of thousands of good workers.
- Schultze has made @ pitiful and cowardly retreat. Whoever
“him speak in Germany knows that he openly advocated
ation of newindustrial unions; that he indeed made
eSS prop osal that the district committees (

W

form *

subject ‘of the Red International of Labour Unions, there were
many points with which the leadership of our party was in.
serious disagreement with Comrade Losovsky. i
1 should also like to say that in Brandler's Central
Committee it was the fashion to come along with the latest news
from the court of the German General Federation of Trade Unions
to the effect that the latter was about to cause a split within' six
weeks, I remember January 1923, when we, the Left opposition,
came out against these senseless reporls, which only served to
represent the trade union question in a false light.

»
Comrades, we should not have brought the subject forward
but we did not want the impression to grow up that the present
leadership did not always defend the standpoint of the Executive
with sufficient energy.
A word or two regarding the situation in the German
Party, The Frankfurt Party Congress on the subject of the trade-
union question, adopled resolutions which clearly and unmi-
stakably advocated. remaining in the (rade unions. This was a
slep forward after the winter crisis, which only those can ap-
preciate who saw the frame of mind of our members at that *
time. After the Frankfurt Party Congress we made quite definite
advances in the trade-union question. We must, however, seri-
ously ask ourselves how we can hasten this advance without =
endangering it. The proposal made by the Russian comrades for
an answer to the proposal of the Amsterdamers is adapted to
furthering our trade union work. Not one of us is against {his
step in principle, but if nothing new in principle crops up, this
step should not be taken. The question is: how are we to make
propaganda for international unity? No one cherishes the illusion
that the unity of the international trade-union movement . is
possible, however much we may desire it in the interests of
the labour movement. The German masses do not believe that
it is possible to compel the Amslerdamers {o unite the {rade-
union movement on a revolutionary basis. What we can do is
lo altempt to show that the Left opposition is not serious, that
it is only playing a game and only prelending to invite the {
Russian trade-unions. If we are to prepare for such a manoeuvre,
we must very carefully fest the feeling of the masses, It was
therefore that the German Party absolutely. and energelically
opposed the laking of such a decisive step before the masses have
got to understand what change had taken place in the trade-
union movement and hefore the *Left* had stated their point
of view quite clearly. ' e
In order to carry out this manoeuvre it is essenlial that
those who are responsible for carrying it out understand how
the matter lies, It is not merely due {o a matter of.feeling that
all the German comrades are against (his slep in the present
circumslances and that in applying such a tactic certain con-
fused “ Right * deviations are possible. i
The whole German Party demands that the Congress Ph!
should come out clearlv and decisively against all those. in the
German Party who refuse to adopt this pglicy. This however
must not be confused with our opinion that al the presen{
moment the question of entering the Amsterdam International”
may do-us more harm than good from the point of view both"
of Germany and internationally, ¢ PR

Thirtieth Session.
Schultze (Germany):

The conflicls are of a profound nature, arising from
tactics and organisation of our Congress and ils decisions, A
I say: The fault for these vexalious circumstances lies -
whole policy which has been followed in the trade-union
since the formation of the R. I. L. U. I want to draw your
tion to the fact that al the first and second Congresses
Comintern, and at the Inaugural Congress of the
sentiments were expressed to the effect that
circumstances we must not flinch even in the
the trade unions, I want lg;‘ gaw-.yqur» '

>
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Amsterdamers is right or ‘wrong. I declare that whoever thinks
f liquidating the R. I. L. U. ullimately liquidates the Communist
nternational.

e We have told the workers that the trade unions are part and

~parcel of the capitalist State and that it is our conviction that

‘the capitalist State must be eliminated politically by mass struggle

‘and by the revolution. In my opinion we cannol ampulate one

- leg of the communist movement and expect the Communist Inter-

~national to continue to work in the various countries with a

* wooden leg.

0 ¢ In connection with the points made by Comrade Zinoviev

- ‘—we formulated the problem as follows: not to leave the trade

- ‘unlons arbitrarily. Whoever issues such a slogan, is wrong, for

there are quite a number of trade unions which cannot quit

_without giving the bureaucracy the opportunity of celebrating

" a complete victory, And in reply to the comrade who interjected

“on Saturday, and asked' what will become of the communists,

- and where shall they go—I would say: The communists who
‘today are still in the trade unions, are no communists. (Hear,

hear!) For if they had fulfilled their duties as laid down by our

4  Communist work, they would have been thrown out of the

§  trade unions long ago. But wherever the trade unions have split,

; "~ and where the army of the unorganised is growing lafger and

*larger, there unity must be brought about according to the

" policies laid down at the first and second World Congress: the

. formation of industrial organisations in order in this manner to

. supporl the working class organisationally as well as politically
“in its struggles. I believe that we can prove thal we are nol

isolated in this conception of the problem. Comrade Losovsky
must realise that his articles came like lightning out of a clear
sky into the German Parly press. The Berlin District Committee
and the Central Committee unanimously condemned Com-
rt_ule’ Losovsky's article.

‘ In connection with a certain tendency manifesting itself
in Berlin, we have still another united-front conception to present

. here—not to undermine the principle of the C. I, not to dissolve
. the R. I. L. U, but to develop it to a mighty standard bearer of
“ the world revolution, We know that we are in the minority at
this Congress and that we are preaching to deaf ears.
” In conclusion I wish to make a declaration in the name
of my colleague Schmidtke of the railroad workers, who has the
same conception I have, and of the rest of the trade unions: we
shall fight the tendency tooth and nail, which has manifested
itself this whole week at the Congress. We warn vou against
the consequences, If, in spite of everything, you make these
decisions, we shall personally deem it our duty to carry them out.
_ Comrade Gebhardt, on behalf of the German delegation,
made the following declaration:

; “The German delegation unanimously rejects the views
represented by comrade Schuhmacher at the Congress. These
views contradict the decisions of the Comintern as well as the
decision of the Frankfurt Conference of the Party.

» . The German delegation declares its determination to

carry on the fight against all deviations in the trade-union
question, with the utmost vigour and with all the consequences

~involved. “

. Comrade Herzog thereuppn delivered his concluding speech.

Comrade Herzog:

. T was asked by the representatives of the independent
_unions to the Profintern congress, who are present in this hall,
" to declare that the representatives of the organisations of the
 Chemnitz Union of the Building Trades, of the Seamen’s Union
d of the Building Workers’ Manual and Brain Workers' orga-
tion, do not under any circumstance indentify themselves
h the views held by Schultze. In the second place, it should

be stated that Schultze was never commiszioned to speak on
behalf of the 20 million members of the independent uniens.
The independent unions of Berlin have formed an amalgamation,
led by comrade Ex, who declared at the last meeting of the
National Labour Committee that his organisation did nol agree
with Schumachers views. The sickly tendency represented. by
Schumacher in our trade-union movement is substantially -con-
fined to Berlin, and even there it 1s on the decrease. Comrade
Schultze made much here of a decision by a general meeting at
Berlin, without mentioning that this decision was adopted before
the Frankfurt Conference of the Party.

Our German comrades were ullerly amazed al the slale-
ments made by comrade Semard.

Al the trade-union conferecce in Paris, where the infortu-
nate split ocurred, the communist comrades took up no earnest
fight against this split. We always maintained the view that
this split was a mistake, and so we declared al different con-
gresses. But what did the French comrades al the Fourth World
Congress of the Comintern do? They merely asked for a dissolu-
tion of the close relations between the Profintern and the
Comintern. At the same Congress, there was a vigorous fight,
because the French and the Russian comrades wanted the Inler-
national Propaganda Commitlees to be converted into independent
organisations. We fought against these tendencies, because we
gained bitter lessons upon the trade-union question. We have
learned something from Heidelberg and we were immensely glad
that our standpoint was backed by the Comintern.

Comrade Zinoviev told us about the necessity of a Leninist
lesson ou the trade-union question. 1 would merely wish that this
be done at the proper time and with all due energy. But 1 will
read a few passages from such a lesson (7 Resolution on the Ger-
man Trade-Union Question, * January 1924), and 1 would ask
the Congress to decide if that was the proper attitude, and if
it tallied with the present standpoint of Zinoviev. The resolution
deals with the relations in Germany and makes some quite
proper observations, but it goes on talking about organising the

expelled and “others® (by “others™ are presumably meant
those who quit of their own accord or who are unorganised),
It would have been useful the time to tell the German

workers to quil this, and to bring these elemenls back into the
unions. Then you would have had no Schultze, a Schultze to
score such easy viclories. It was certainly not a German, and
not a quarter, nor an eighth of a Schullze, who said here at
Moscow: It is time to put a black cross over the German trade-
unions (cheers).

On the slogan of “Save the Trade-Unions, ” the resolution
goes on to say:

“The trade unions cannol be saved in the old way. To
achieve this end, the trade unions must be thoroughly trans-
formed on the basis of factory councils, and with the aims of
industrial organisation and the ousting of reformism by
thorough-going revolutionary activity. * (Zinoviev: “ Quite so! ™)

Yes, the idea is not wrong in itself. But in its content it
was water to the mills of Schultze and Co., and they did nol
neglect to make full use of it.

Substantially we are in agreement with Comrade Zinoviev
on the trade-union question, bul we thought it nécessdary to
emphasise here thal exaggerations have frequently the opposite
effect than the one anticipated.

1 think that the workers will understand the task if it
is stated by the Comintern clearly and unmistakably, and if
a vigorous stand is taken against all deviations. But 1 earnestly
warn against taking any steps without preparations,

We do not wish to see another headstrong slep taken

without sufficient preparation of the proletariat, particularly on -

the all-important question of the trade unions.
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