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lesson, and if, as |

ot commit the folly of

Jessons, then we are bound
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thing is commerce, our gre-

is the circulation of commo-

The fact that in the course of two

time, although we arve still in a

war—Viadivostok has been reta-

p but a week or so ago-—altough we

e jus ning our systematic and pru-

nt ecopomic activity, we 110\'01"1:116105;\"

eeded in lengthening the period of

bilisation of the paper rouble from

onths to five, in my opinion gives

ficient reason to be gratified. We

- alone. We did not and do not get

- loans, we get no assistance whatever

the mighty capitaltstic states which

‘been carrying on their capitalistic

omy so .well” that even now they

not know whither they are going. In

uence of the Peace of Versailles

have created a financial system of

ch they themselves cannot make head

il. If the great capitalistic states

anaging things in such a manner,

I do believe that we, the backward,

‘uneducated may already congratulate

elves on having conceived the all-

it question of the stabilisation of

Touble. This is not demonstrated by

theoretical analysis, but by actual

tice, and I think this is more impor-

b than all the theoretic discussions in

rld. Practice has shown that we

e achieved something decisive, namely

moving our economy in the direction

e stabilisation of the rouble, and

of the highest importance for our

e, for the free circulation of com-

for the peasantry, and for the
 mass of petty producers.

W turn to our social aims. The most

, of course, are the peasantry.

Wwe were confronted with the dis-

‘A large mass of the peasants.

d the famine, which meant

Aor the peasantry. All

broad  were naturally

is the outcome

‘said. Of co-
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should not be generalised,
fess I repeat: The ligl}t industries
y shb“' an ul.:sulntolrv\'w:x] and an
= ont of the lot of the worker in
Ve‘g'and Moscow is the result of if,
grathesv cities the workers were
f ted in the spring of 1921, All
unusual and unexpected calamigy 500 e ontent has completely vanished
we have introduced the ney QC’O ; d‘]v“}g who watch the position and the
policy, after we hu\'.v given g J"‘ 0 ¢ the workers day by day can

sants the freedom of ‘trade? e a Peodgond O mistake on that score.
stands out clearly to all whg Wish 4, pak nos to the heavy industries. Here ]
namely that the peasants have my oy 2> that the situation is still diffi-
in the course of one year, not Omb"tog‘ si%'erth"l‘*»“ some small improve-
away with the famine# hut also tg 4 I}Ims taken place between 1921 and
their taxes in kind so well that alreg This entitles us to the hope of
we have hundreds of milliong of vement in the near future. The
and that almost without the applicaiy pro to that end we partly possess
of force. The peasants are content h' 'dy In a capitalist country the im-
ev?em'ent of the situation of the heavy

their present position. This we cap i
with satisfaction, we believe sycl pmd stries would absolutely necessitate
to be far more important than any stk ubOITO\VmQ' of hundreds of millions,
tistical data. Nobody questions ‘th fy k0t which no improvement could be

ht of. The economic history of

that the peasants are the decisive faoioel
italist countries tclls us that the

in this country; and it is the Peasants
that are now in such a condition thags uilding of heavy industries in a back.
need fear no hostile movement i@ ol By con Do accomplished
those quarters. We say this withomi l$’ by means of lono-term loans of
S%ighgest li’ear of exagg i*urtpilon. S IGndeeds of millions of dollars or gold
s any ocon achieved. THeRHEEENNNNNNE: o r wo have received o
may be dissatisfied with us a5 of this kind. All thot has been writ-
o aHoher, 1t m: ; 50 far  about ssions and such
g evitable ke remains  almost entirely on paper.
of our State machiner; Wliuch has been written about these things
but any serious d Hlately, pacticularly about the Urquhart
of the ntire peasa fncession. Nevertheless it seems fo me
of the question. ! @iatour concession policy is an excel-
]’n one year, and 1 fi Gt one. At the same time it ought to
ﬁi‘i“ﬂi’\’\‘“’;‘;&;l ! ol e aken into consideration that we have
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industries and th(‘} heavy [indl(llstl‘ties, "‘ Idustries is fop oir backwand country
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not in one and the same condition, W ! ggﬁtdxgcuﬁéueﬁﬁns, ?i‘?)?lf t‘l\;g
regard to the light industries. I by states. In spite of all e
Is'gffl‘-?ﬂdg;lg;gd}uzltion\( have an alld PeICeptible improvement, We also find
« I am not going into details. It
my business today to quote st&
But the general impression is base
actual facts, and I can vouch that &
1S 10 untruth and no inexactitude bef
1it. We have to record a general
of the light industries and the co
improvement of the lot of the
in Pefrograd as well as in Mose
€8s the case in other dis

* industries predominal

as though the famine wag 4
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already afford to spare son

this purpose, and this we will e
to do even if we haveto do it

at the expense popul
must, he thrifty now. We are o
m;.;t L‘(I)‘ cut gown State  exp,
cartailing the machinery of S
As to that [ wijl 8oy arfye-w wﬁw'
on. At all events we must diming
cxpenditure, and affeet economy
as possible. Thus we ape saving on
thing, even ¢ has
done, because

industry, and without them we
hope to exist asa self-sustainine
This we know quite well, The
of Russia lies not only ina ‘
for her peasantry, nor in the o
dition of light industries which ez
the requirements of the pes
we need also the
the reconstructtion
tries  will
years, t

Heavy industry requires
the State. Unless we hay
merely as a civilised
nothing of a socialist ¢
foredoomed to perish, In
have now taken the
have obtained the means
putting heavy industry
feet. The sum that
tained, is, indeed,
gold roubles—hut
definitely applie:
our heavy industry.
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to you, i
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muprehensible,  because  the
hoen on our side. It would
n hard forus to find more ;zeulous
0 than the peasants. Behind the
 of the guard they saw that of the
owner looming, and they hate the
mi'ners more than anything in the
‘orld. That is why they were so enthu-
orters: that is wh,yI't they
re so faithful to our cause. was
%i&ocult to sceure that the p(zgsgllts
uld defend us against the Whites.
peasants, who had hated war, were
in favour of the war agamst the
‘hites, did everything conceivable to
support the civil war against the land-
ers. Nor was this all, for this merely
volvi question  whether the
ver was to be in the hands of the
owners or of the peasants. That was
ot enough for us. The peasants realise
that we have seized power on behalf
“the workers, and that our aim is to
build the socialist order with the aid of
power.
erein consisted the most important
estion for us. the economic preparation
the socialist economy. We could not
are this in direct fashion, but we
to do it indirectly. The State capi-
sm we have established is a peculiar
orm of State capitalism. Tt does not
brms%ond to the ordinary conception of
te Capitalism.” We have all authority
ur hands; we have the land, which
ongs to the State. This is of immense
ortance, although our opponents arc
to declare, falsely, that it is of no
rtance at all. From the economic
00k, the ownership of the land hy
State is of great importance; it has
Se practical significance from the
' point of view. We have achieved
I must emphasise that our
S must lie within this
e bave already ensured
nts are satisfied with us,
¥y and commerce ‘are on

- We have now an

-under proper control. In actud

ments of industry. Above gy, o
have farmed out a certaip

(5
small-scale and medium-scale ind‘;gg}nr )

rest ol the industry remains i, b
Regarding commerce, I shoulq | ike
upon the point @hat we are endeavO“ i
establish, and indeed have alveady -
lished, mixed companies, that §
companies 1n which par{ of fhe L8
belongs to private  (foreign) ey it P‘l
while the rest belongs to s Pitaljs
first place we learn fin this gy h[r)) !
;arry oniycommerce and retain the
bility of ?iissolving the com

ver we think it necessary, so that g
be said to incur practically ng pig

from the private capitalistswe ape loas
and we are seeing how we are (1P

ing, .
worlk our way upward and wha

we are making. [ think [
enough anent these matters,

I should like to allude to a fey i
points. It is beyond question that
have made an enormous number of fy|
mistakes, and shall malke plentyy
No one can possibly be a better judge'
this than myself; no one can sep 1t mo
clearly that [do: (Laughter). ;

Why did we commit these folliss
reasons are plain. First because
is a backward country; secondly, bee
it is almost uncultured; thiedly, bea
it has no helpers. Not one of the i
sed countries gives us any assistl
On the contrary are all workl
against us. reason is
nature of our apparatus. On
our misfortunes was that we had tof
over the old State apparatus. Thes
apparatus often works against usil
a matter of history that in thesj
1917, when we had seized powen 8
State apparatus practiced sabotage ""‘
us. We were greatly alarmed, an{l ‘

- “Please come back to us“— and Ul

came back. That was our misiol
enormous I
officials, but we still lack a SU
quantity of trained energies to ke
we often find that here at the top
we . exercise the powers of P@S
apparatus works all right, wher
down the officials do as they

~what they please to dois to
Our measures.

At the top
few.—T do not know the exa
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3 is only a few thousand, or
e#ﬂf q fe);\' ten thousands — of
. in the lower grades we
0 dreds of thousands of officials
une =L, us from Czarist days or
er by us from capitalist society.
extent deliberately, and to some
o consciously, they work against,
orfectly clez}r .that we can do
615 5 remedy this in any brief pe-
n,re shall ‘have to work for years
] modify and perfect the appa-
in order to attract mnew
‘j'es."ve are doing this at g fairly
ace, perhaps too rapidly. We
ounded Soviet schools; yworkers
ties have been established in the
ities; several hur_ldred thousand
ersons are learning, perhaps too
Hy. But anyhow the work has been
o and I think it will Dbear fruit,
e-’do not try to go too fast, then in
fow years we shaﬂ} havq a mass of
e people who will be in a position
odify the whole apparatus funda-
entally.
[have said that we have committed
ree. number of follies. But T must
this connection say something con-
ning our opponents.
b lecture, saying: <Lenin himself,
nises that the Bolsheviks have
ifted an enormous number of follies,
uld Tike to answer them thus: “But
rought to know that our follies are
essentially different kind from
ws. We have just begun to learn, and
Aare learning systematically that we
tisfied with our progress. When
-0pponents, In mean the capitalists
the heroes of the 2nd International,
. l}ihat' We have committed follies,
ld Slike  to make a comparison,
1gslightly the words of a celebrated
Writer, so as to give them the

When these read

*W%?g ~aspect: When the Bo_lshev.iks;v

follies, thig
Bolsheviks

commit follies, Mo
it they declare 2 +2 eqt
'l_‘_hat is not diffict

7 e i*- ¢ p
more highly cultured and
States in “the world, What
upshot. They had promised Kolteh
help  him, without caleulating, -
thinking, without, watching, his

fiasco which hard]
credible . % seel,/ns

What have the victorious
How can they find any isls)gz:r for
present confusion I do ‘not think th
éxaggerate when I repeat that owr fol
are .as nothing ip comparison
follies committed by the ca italist |
the capitalist world, amfn
International in co fon,

I think that the ¢
revolution (this is a theme upon
I propose to touch briefly) are
in certain conditions are likely ¢
even better. It is upon these ¢
that I propose to say a few wor

At the Third Congress of 192
adopted a resolution concerning the .
nisatory upbuilding of theu%o’ﬁ
Parties, and concerning the method
the substance of their work
good resolution. But the resoluf
almost exclusively Russiai ;
wholly derived for a study
developments. That is the:
the resolution, buf it is also
It is the bad side of the reso
cause hardly any foreigne

_ the resolution over again be
ing my conviction}

In the first place i
contains 50 or more

_ners are apt to

0d




wates

is that

n the matter
slocking our own
- is an excellent reso-
endorse overy one of its
graphs. But we did not
what we were about when
foreigners with our Russian
Everything in 'the resolution
a dead letter. If we fail
why, we shall make no

he most important for us all,
s and foreigners alike is that
vears of the Russian Revolution,
ald set ourselves to school. Now
he first time we have the possibility
ning. 1 do not know how long this
31D will last. I do not know how
the capitdlist powers will give us
rtunity of learning in peace and
But we must utilise every mo-
in which we are Iree from war,
‘we may learn, and learn from the
m U "

hole Party, and Russian at large,
their hunger for culture, that
aware of this. The aspiration for
roves that our most important
ists in this, to learn and to go
ning. But foreigners too, must
, though not in the sense in which
ave to learn namely, to read, to
nd to undertand what is read.
 our lack. There is much dispute
vhether such things belong to pro-
ulture or to bourgeois culture,
he . This much is
a sk must be to
d writing and under-
s read. In foreign lands
necessary. (-
ed something different.
g higher. First of all
learn how to understand
ave written about the orga-
lding of the Communist
ey have subscribed with-
hout understanding
es must make this
resofution must be
9S8  cannot
‘the next,

“sian experience; that is wp.
un‘derstgod' by fo reigno,%% “u? i
ers are not condent Lé treag
lution as a miraculogg pi
they are to hang on' yha s
‘pray to. That sorf of at‘tftud
welp us forward. You i) ]‘x :
~a portion of Russian exporjay a}’ 0
How can it be done, ['10(‘ Youy
Perhaps the Fascists in [tg)y, Dot
a good turn by showine t gl
“how, after all, they m'ebnot}e It
cultured that the dwe}OPmentso hi
Hundreds in Italy has hecoma !
This may have a good effoct %{}Doss
ans must also 1ok for meang o
ing to foreigners the clemerie X
reason. Otherwise it il et
impossible for them . to carry it 0801
1 am confident that in thig Sut.
have to say, not only for the Rense
but for foreigners as ‘well), that t};lss
important thing for us all ip thee ‘
now opening, is to learn. ye Rpeé
have to learn in the general sensess
have to learn in the special sens{;
you may gain a genuine understagy
of the organisation, structure, g
and substance of revolutionapy Work
you do this, T am confident that ¢
prospects for the world revolutin
not merely favourable, but splendid
(Loud and long-continued applay
general acclamation, “Long Live ¢
Lenin’). ! :
Zetkin., Germany. Comrade
five years ago; so today the Russ
volution stands before us as th
formidable historic 1t of the
period. Scarcely had this giank st
its mighty limbs, and had plung
the stubborn and passionate st
his existence and farther develo
than cleavages occured within the
ing class of all countries, wh
more acute than they had ever
before. ,Long live Reform,”,Longl i
revolution!” Such was from all: §}d
reply to-the call of the Russial
tion. This situation- gives to the
revolution a quite definite and
ing significance. About the
the 90's of the last centur,
political orientation had avise

working eclass which was 50

idﬁﬂ;@%‘i@l sediment of th
capitalism and of its repen
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of the working class. Theore.
called this orientation — revi.
nd in practice it was opporti-

'V,V ha
t

¢ was its nature? [ts opinion
the revolution had become
s s and avoidable. The revisio-
orfi110 reformists of today, asserted
apitalism produces within itself
isational forms which overcome
L pnlliatv the imminent econo-
1 conllicts, th\l)s neutralising

R ies of impoverishment, crises,
ﬂclgg,;%rophes. ) ;\('(:pl'dmg to their
n, capim,].ls‘m rlt,seik no . longer

the objective factors of an indi-

e and inevitaM_o revolution. Owing

the samie © neertion, another social
of the revolution — tl.m. workers’

for revolution—was eliminated. 'lt
asserted that democracy and social
form gradually undermine capitalism,
hat society would merge from capitalism
cocialism. This conception was repu-
ed in theory at the party conterfen-,
os of the social-«,lmm;f"}'at\:, the leading
ity of the Il International. It was re-
boted in 1903 and 1906 at the Interna-
onal Congresses in Paris and Amster-
am. Nevertheless, it l;eczune more anq
ote the practice within the parties of
he I International. This was already ap
ment- in the attitude of the Stuttgart,
openhagen, and Basle Congresses on the

an

nto

‘question of imperialism, militarism and

he impending world war.
‘The world war broke out. The bour-
coisie of the beliggerent countries phi-
sophised  with machine -guns, tanks,
ibmarines and with aircraft from which
eath and destruction was spread broad-
a5t During the course of the war it
E@me (uite cvident that it was nothing
han a supreme crisis, that it would
Id in a terrible catastrophy of world

ipifalism. It is the bitter irony of his-.

¥ that during the process of the de-
pment of affairs, the majority of the

rary, it responded by
proletiriat with the hotrgeo
respective so-called  Fatherlan

~ab the conclusion of the worl

pitalism proved itself incapable of
coming the catastrophe, when the
geoisie Showed that it was incan:
unwilling to reconstruet the world
of the chaos which had been e
the opportunist leaders of the wor
class clung all the more tenaci
their theory of veformism. They gay
a new interpretation. They saig tha
cialism and communism ~will arise
out, of the collapse of capitalism, b
of its reconstruction and its revival, T
said that the evils and the sufferings
the war will be overcome and
will be again restored, not through
lutionary class struggle, but only th
co-operation, through harmonious ol
ration of the classes, in fact throu
bourgeois and proletarian coalition.
slogan is net revolution for the estal
ment of society on a commun
but an alliance with the bourgeoi
the reconstruction of capitalism.
Comrades! in this stifling atm

the Russian revolution acted like
derstorm, The Russian proletari
the first, and unfotunately is hith
only one (apart from that in the
soviet republies which sprung lbp’g
the former Russian Empire) whie
logical and practical conclu

the imperialist war and from

of capitalism. The Russian rev
menced the actual liquidati

nism, of reformism, the lig

will be finally accomplished
revolution. The Russia

expressed quite clearly

terminatiog gg the pro

ul an end to capit

gll. It is the fir ;LQA
- world revolution

ised working class of the highly.

eloped
tivevolutionary theory, the theo
ism. This, on the outbreak
0 the ignominious failure
onal. Tho proletariat dl
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TS ! for idealogical training from 4
‘new political forms  Party, became the arbiters of g
the “same time, [rom destiny, were more importang f,
S existenve, the Russian making Russia the birth-plyeq
itself to be not asmall Revolution than the weakpug of
bnt rather the big alfair  hourgeoisic. My cnncertion ig }
- proletariat. 1t has shown by the mqt that the Russiap Dl‘o
t be forede into the narrow was certainly able, at the OUtbre,
mere political hourgeois revo- the revolution, to ()V('l')i)ower &nde
Suse it is part of the powerful throw {he comparatively wegy I
world reyolution, The Russian bhourgeoisie. The further tyjy N
does not only give expression the revolution, its continuangg e
pnary social factors, the objec- five years, every day of Which !
hjective tendencies of which day of struggle against the Po
‘on Russian territory. It also world bourgeoisie, is a proof that
ssion to the soeial and revolu- was something stronger and morpe degie
tendencies and forces of interna- operating in the Russian revolution
alism and of the world bour- the weakness of the Russian hoypgey
This is evident from the it was the strength, the passionate g
‘the world revolution was an mination, the perseverence, i
ol the world war which wasnot determined will for revolution s
event, but the inevitable conse- inspired the proletarian masses g
‘of the economic and political the leadership of the Bolsheyik Party
conditions under the dominaion of Comrades, it was clear from the
¢ capital and of imperialist capita- ning that the revolution in Russia g
. The Russian revolution gives expres- not be a bourg revolution in vj
Ml the economie, political and
nditions which were created by
falist world capitalism in Russia
well as in other countries. More-
Russian revolution is the embo-

] Wlemz. ﬁhiﬁil‘ imbue;a i :
lutionary spirit, and havin ‘ﬂ
e

0

factor the proletariat and of the
of the revolution itself. Louder and
was the demand: peace through Tey
tion! the land for the peasants work
the erystallisation of the pro- control of production and ahove alg
i all countries. Infernational watchword: all power tolghe
tio socialism, the spiritual and Such demands are incompatibie wil
Ges, were aroused by and are hourgeois revolution. 1t is {roe that
the Russian revolution. demands were kept in ‘the backem
ussian  revelution is to the in the first and did not attain their fu
iétarian . masses the supreme significance during the February (Mo
of the life, the strength and revolution. But they gained  grol
of the social factors of histo- became more influential, and from:
ent, of the conscience, the mere propacandist swatchwords th
ion aud the struggle of the come objects for struggle. i
nasses for the overthrow of  The hourgeoisic was prepare
nd. the establishment of com- revolution. It was strongly organ
as been asserted that thefact the zemst¥os, the dumas of the
Revolution havingbegun  towns, and in many industrial
eakness of the Russian and leagues which sprang up du
at it is only owing  world war. The Russian prolets
bourgevisie in the other hand, had no revo
as faken the fighting organisation. 1t create
form it has. the course of the revolution in
of Soviets. It is significant th
‘did not at first initiate
evolutionary basis, !

the character of its most important g

Sroletariat cannot alone accept the res-
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ihe beginning the mensheviks  goon sh
: {1 i(?v-c!fmtionuries played thz its prinei
nt role in them. They fos- more as & ,
POIY o Russian proletariat the the bourgeoiste, m
in emakes Tor remrmx‘sm and  ship ‘o! & bot »
; relinquishing of power socializtic, petty bourg
ne%f};._;lu, \'iz.,‘ the fear oi'. res-  thals 'clear?; united w0
and lack of confidence in ifs did not wish to go bey
gh. 1t is significant that the a bourgeois pmskm al
_ 82 delegates of workers' brought us to the verge of
rencs " viets, which met in Pet- even in the month of v
151'1“91'7 brought forward a rego- behind the dictators whe
in ieh "qaid  that the struggle militarist one or one of :
o ital and labour must take ters not, there loomed
f‘“tli,(;(,mmim,ns created by the Tsarism. In this moment
it Oti(m and by the still incomplete under the le:}demhlp !
s The form of the strugzle must Party, sprang into the arena.
ﬁon’med according to the condi- the beautiful government
Wg‘ faint-heartedness of the Rus- eracy” to the dewil, and -
roletariat and even of its best State power in the Counc
B« those who are organised in the Soldiers apd Peasants’ throt
nfs"ons was expressed in the Third representatives aProvxs}eﬁﬁ
’“mce ‘of the All-Russian Trade was established. In this -
renwh'wh took place on the 20th rical moment, the  prek
,,f}e' of that vear. This conference that it had lost "its misss
fed the growing influence of ﬂtle 0‘;111 hpg“_'ef “a:‘ﬁ tﬁﬂnﬁ‘},
iv.ac the revolutionary party whieh fo gssmme "
mtrﬁ?éégm_ Among other radical carrying ot the tss’ks
lands was that for working class con-  an old w«)}'ld and bu
f production. But, they added, the  The Russian pro
P and until now, the

which has ceased
of history and has

sl

of

ility for the control of national
oblh.} Tfl?is task is so difficult, S0 4 Iy
‘plicated, that all productive elements, = ctive htst.ﬁﬂca
Sdtions of the population must be = suffers history
w0 into its workings. This position of  history. =

B8

i otoanised workers is a sign of the  The seizure

n policy between the proletariat  under th

ourgpeoisi)e, which has been (_:armed, taught u

the petty hourgeois, reformist, so- necessl!:y'
and social revolutionary par- rgvolnt@
ce the March revoluuon. This lesson
truth and in deed, hourgeol
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were 'shmtemd

luation.
dlutlonary aetion of the
Petrograd and Moscow also
all romantic Putsch adventures,
ot the act of an intrepid little

ich, without any close connection
€ prolefavian masses, launched
lutionary slogans and formulae into
oid. No, the revolutionary acts  of
Bolsheviks was the heroic deed of

0 organised minority party which had
ady assured itself on contact with
masses on an extensive scale and
was deeply rooted in the masses.
history the seizure of power by
Soviets under the leadership of the
sheviks, appears as a brilliant isolated
> as though it were accomplished
ne stroke. But such was not the case,
ntrepid deed was precedeed by months
the most zealous and tenacious pro-
anda and organisation work by the
heviks among the masses. Not only
as the support of the broad masses as-
sured them through this struggle, but
- the Bolshevik war-cries were understood
by the masses and they made them their
Hms of struggle. So the act of revolution

S 1m0t a revolutionary acrobatic feat

a daring little party, but a revolutio-

y deed of the great revolutionary
3seés. The most decisive factor was the

y whether it would he vietory or
ould in no way be foretold. But

“neither eould nor would forego the
~attempt. He who wishes to postpone a
tionary act until the victory is
Postpones victory to the days of

Never, since he thus not only declines
volutionary struggle, but actually

ces the revolution. The revolutionary

party can be ever so skilful

th

L €8, yet
Is never assured. One must dare
0 win. The Bolsheviks, the re-
roletariat, won the fight in
an - revolution in their first
ing, only hecause they had
are. That is the lesson

Revoluti

trie

7

only for the sl;rengthening of
s0 that we may advance. g
Comrades. as soon ag the |
kers supported by the Russi
had seized political 1)0“761,5’m
ceeding to build y
through the
historiczlxl tl‘}l]]th came
the truth which BEngels o
letter to Bebel of De%embgiplliiise
complete refutation of tle baly ;
the reformist of all countries
cracy is the only road |y
emancipation of the Proletariat
attained. It does not reach the harpy
coalition with the hotrgeoigie ;
knew that on the day of the pe\,o'luﬁ
crisis and after the 1’e*volution, the :
tariat could have no-more tfuriouprf)
bitter enemies than the “pure democpye
But let me read this (uotation tg
“Pure democracy, in the period of
volution may assume new Imporfang:
the last safety anchor. That is why ;
so called feudal bureauecratice foreeg
the period from March - to Septem)
1848) supported the liberals ip order
keep the revolutionary masses dow
any case, our ] i
crisis and afferwa
nary forces group
mocracy; and th
be lost sight of’
Comrades,
reformist  genile
who are so b
gels to 0ppose ssian RC\"OIU,’
and the conception of (he proletarid
revolution, those gentlemen ywho ated
busy singing in many tongues the pis
of democracy —these gentlemen Seel
have forgotten completely this particuls
view of Hngels. The Russian I
tion has plainly shown how o
Engel was. Even on the very day
the revolution and in the time i
diately succeeding the establish
of Soviet Power, the democrats ca
ward as the bitterest enemics of pr
rian class rule. This “pure demo
Was regarded by the Russia
since the revolution as the cl

i

Jou

i, will be the reaeh
I around the pureds

cmarkable thatfh
~those  gentlemd
ing Marx and B

- capital, the dictatorship of the b

The solution advocated b

- mocrats in their struggle again

rule, was the ._Const.ituen}P

opposed fo the Sovie
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i believe should nid

he Soviet power which was

on of the revolution, de-
v e Constituent Assembly. The
had had about eight months in
7 Ject and assemble the Consti-
'e'mbly, But they did not do:

: sf:cting to carry into life what
e% characferissd as the purest
o the will of the people.
he Constituent Assembly could
5 assembled without raising the
i ectre of the proletarian and
; It revolution. There was the spectre
* coraian revolution in the form of
: agnts for land and peace. There
'gadanger of the proletarian revo-
in the control of production. There-
fhe’ democrats continually post-
d first the election of the Consti-
¢ Assembly, and then ifs convoca-
‘Then suddenly, the demand for the
fituent  Assembly was made the
g cry of the pure democrats, in order
verthrow the Soviet power. The Con-
ent Assembly was ‘declared to be
gething  sacred, the only way by

Miich 2 proper system of government

be created. The petty bourgeois

ilists, the reformists, in alliance with

ihourgeois parties in all countries,
‘10t the only ones to demand the
tittent  Assembly. This demand
gnsecho  even in ~ our
utionary rank. I wish to remind you
@00 less a person than the great theo-
an of communism Rosa Luxemburg,

e time put forward the same demand,
lely: the Constituent Assembly and the
8 a5 backbone of the proletarian
- The significance of this demand
Dbeseen from the fact that it made
Dearance again a short time ago.

8 the Kronstadt uprising a section

ﬂﬁocia,l revolutionaries, and even
tader

own.

of the Cadets Milukov, raised

on January 5th? Let us examine
cumstances carefully. The (i
Assembly  declared from the ve
that it did not intend 4o C0-0pera;

the Soviets, hut to oppose them,

ied the right of the Soviets as .
power, thereby denying the res T
itself. The Socialist Revolutio
Menshevist and the bourgeois major
refused to recognise the Soviet: ‘pos
and provisional “governmen, The
refused fo discuss the question, The B
sheviks in the Constituent Assembly.
with them the Left Wing of the So
tevolutionists, answered this arrow:
claration of war as it should hay  bec
wered. They left the Constituet Assem
and the Soviets declared the Assen
dissolved and had it disperse S
critics of the Russian Revolution

the European and “American pi
acknowledged the correctness
policy of the Bolsheviks, whi
really the policy of the Revoluti
Soviet power was justified in f

the Constituent Assembly, the As
had been eclected under differes
ditions and no longer represen:
views and the will of the .
of the working class. '
elections to the Sovi ts
definitely. But, said thes
Soviet Government shou!
proceeded with new
elections, however,

thought of, not only

which were then a

bad state of ti
the disconnection b
of political life, an
of the country,

1Y for Constituent Assembly and
0

183 but naturally
ts, in other words, the
Soul, words without act
U6 from this, what_was th
e conquest of power
S there any justi
o the rev

o

Soviets without an
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o ty ‘he *pure de-

ild not he content with an

paeity, it wanted to rule.

Soviet power could not allow

become reduced to an advisory

- The Russian proletariat could

© shared its power with the bour-

' after the revoluvion had placed
entirely in its hands. Such a dual
roment could not long exist; this
sm would have led inevitahfy and
soon to a struggle for: power bet-

en the Constituent Assembly and the
oviets. The work of the revolution would
_been endangered. The existence of
Constituent Assembly beside ‘the So-
would have given the counter-re-
tion a legal rallying point to carry
ts illegal and legal work against the
ution. Therefore, Jdown with the
stituent Assembly, all power to the
etst This was the only possible slogan

e political power were to remain in

hands of the proletariat.

nother measure of the Russian Revo-
ution aroused the indignation: of the
¢s of the Russian Revolution, namely
Soviet Electoral law. This electoral
as is well known, limited the right
6 suifrage in so far as it denies it to

all exploiters. Employers of labour can
’“§ ther vote nor he elected to office.
Outside of these, all workers above 18
~ enjoy the suffrage right. This limitation
the suffrage rigcht was necessary for
‘the political expropriaticn of the bour-
oisie. The Soviet regime places the
ate power in the hands of the working -
asses, [n shops and in all villages, they
representatives to the Soviet. Since
ourgeoisie can neither vote nor be

d to office, there was no danger

6y might regain any portion of the
seople have said that the refy-
e Tight was a petty
deterred tuﬁ@ny creative

vight was a brand mark of ...
tegnpt. He who did not wog-fk Sgcj
brain or with hand, he w,’ e;.i
the exploiter and parasite iy 80033
no right to decide upon th Lef
social construction of {he new
There is another consideratioy Wh
Soviet power deprived the oxn
class of the right to vote. The
right is a political and legal ex
of the character of g society, Tha
to vote shows the economie basis ¢
society, the right o
ous classes. The spread of suffrag,,
the bourgeois order after theip evol
meant only that political rights ap,
litical power passed from {hs old fo
land owners to the capitalist explo;
It suffered property, income and {

mitations. The introduction of UNives

{5

suffrage meant that a new class

sing besides the owning eclass, tha

the producers. Uniyersal suffrage

that in addition to property, humgg

bour and the social servi

vidual are also rewa

wer and political

gime however, d

order on the di

‘bourgeois and

owning and labouring class, buti

working eclass N acecordance

this character the Soviet govermmd

as a workers’ iment, the suff

right could he g d only fo thew

kers, but not to the mployers.
It was not sufficicnt, comrades,

the Dictatorship of the Proletari

Soviet Republic, be created on pa

So and so many paragraphs,

become an actual fact. This ¢

achieved only in the fight agaill

bourgeoisie, and the counter

The Soviet State had to defen

from the very first day of its X

not only against the Russian bo

but also against the bourge

whole world, which was in con

lidarity with it from the star

fight the counter-revolution &

on all fron

and power of it »
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what was the answer it received
ord of peace? The armies of the
fmperialists in whose ranks were
ggl.democrats with the Brfurt
Cin their knapsacks hurled them-
on Petrograd and invaded the
‘and other territories. The Entente
ed an attack upon the Soyiet power
ndered political, financial, and mi-
sistance to the,counter-rcvolphon.
g Army had to be created if the
ower was to be saved. It meant
organisation and use of force against
“Besides the Red Army, which was
of the forms of 'lhe force cz;lled for
defence of the existence and indepen-
ce of the Workers® Government on the
Jefield, there was the Dictatorship
' Proletariat, the Terror. Both these
s of force were an unavoidable histo-
‘necessity, as harsh weapons of
elf - dence if the Soviet State was
mrvive and develop. Because of the
st leaders there are
large masses of the working class
ho do not understand the historical ne-
v and the rveal nature of terror,
abuse the Red Army as an expres-
ol Soviet Imperialism; they were
pecially indignant over the “barbarism*
Terror. But let us look at things
ithey really are: The red terror was
Janswer of the Russian Revolution to
White Terror of the more powerful
goisie. The bourgeoisie not only
ted to destroy the political power
workers hy plots and insurrections,
used its whole influence to pre-
the reconstruction of the social and
lomic life of the country. The Soviet
I was nothing hut an unavoidable
10y of self-defence. The tasks of the
an Revolution was that which Karl
ad desionated in his treatise “The
Yar in France“ as the lirst duty

e

Zevolution; it had to destroy its
esides destroying the enemy, the

could only come
sword to o
terror of the

cessary act of self defen
over the hundreds, the
“have fallen in the civil war
of the Terror, Some tear their
despair over the strangulatior
cracy, and hourgeois liberties
tatorship of the Proletariat, by 1
But no one speaks of the tens
who have fallen as victims of
revolution. No one speaks of thy
thousands more who would have m
same fate had it not been that
ter revolution was defeated by
None of the reformists mention t
that were it not for the Sever:
of the revolution, millions and
would still be suffering from the &
rian  capitalist oppression and lex)
tion, the prey-of misery and death.

(Comrades, will you permit me
rest). ‘ T

Chairman: Comrade Zetkin
be allowed a pause (loud applause
no opposition. The Delegation may re
to the back of the hall where the trs
lations of the first part of Comrad
kin's speech will be made.

The presidium proposes to postpo
continuation of today’s’agenda to
morning at 1l o’clock.

The following commissions
today: At 7 o'clock: the small
with the Communist Party o

At 8 oclock: the small
with the [talian Maxima

At 9—30 o’c ock: the
mission in the small

At 9—30 o’

o
ROELANY

hip of the Proletariat and the

ad still another tasl; to discou
unter-revolution, to rob it
o




