Page Fow

DAILY WORKER, NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1934

eynote of the 13th Plenum of Communist

risis of

Comrade Browder Reports to 18th Meeting of Central Committee on Carrying

The following s the ext of the
fieport of Comrade Browder, Sec-
vetary of the Communist Party,
. 8. A, delivered at the 18th meet-
ing of the Central Committee in
New York, Jan. 16, 1934;

‘omnrades: :
The 13th Plenum of the E. C
vhich finished its sessions in

C.1,
the

niddle of December, had to sum up|

e new features in the world situa-
ion for the period of fifteen months
ince the 12th Plenum of the E. C. C.

to give the answer to the néw
uestions that have been raised before
he intemational movement in this

eriod, and to give an estimate of'

he present moment in the Wworld
ituation. The Thesis of the 13th
Yenum, embodying the answers to
hese questions, was published in the
Jally Worker on Jan.
w@ve all had the opportunity to study
bis document.

You will remember that the cen-
ral point of the decisions of the 12th

dMenum in 1932 was the judgment of |

he world situation, that capitalist

tabilization had ended and that we|

vere in a period of transition to a
lew round of wars and revolutions.
Chis judgment of the 12th Plenum

vas completely confirmed by all the!

‘vents in the fifteen months until the
3th Plenum met. Tt was not neces-
ary to revise in any way the judg-

nent arrived at by the 12th Plenum. |
Che 13th Plenum, basing itself upon

hose correct decisions and upon the
‘xamination of the events since then,
sharpened up this line, pointed out

hat everything that has happened in|

he intervening period emphasizes the

AN EXAMINATION OF ROOSEVELT'S POLICIES

Iet us examine a few of these

arger world developments in the re- |

ation to their effect upon the crisis
f capitalism, Let us take the poli-
:ies of the Roosevelt government, the
Yew Deal in all its aspects, which is
me of the main stays of the social-
ascist arguments for the capitalist
‘ecovery from the crisis. Is it in any

7ay true that the Roosevelt policies |

1ave improved the sitvation for capi-
allsm? We need but examine one

shase of the Roosevelt policies to dis- |
When we|
see what the Roosevelt policy of in-|

srove this immediately.

fation means in the situation of the

v,orld capitalism, it immediately be-!

omes clear that far from bringing
W elements of stability into the

13, and you!

correctness of that

The Thesis of the 13th Plenum de-
| clared that the mainstays of capi-
| talism are already being destroyed.
The world economic crisis, which is
most closely interwoven with the gen-
eral crisis of capitalism, sharpens
all the cardinal contradictions of the
capitalist world fo such an extent
that a turn may take place at any |
moment which will mean the trans-|
formation of the economic crisis into|
& revolutionary crisis. {

The Plenum declared that the great
task before the international prole-|
tariat is to prepare to furn this crisis
of the capitalist world into the vie-

tory of the proletarian revolution.
This is the keynote of the 13th
Plenum.

The Social-Democracy, the Second
International, and all the various at-
tachments to it, the renegade groups,
the left social-fascists, have inter-
preted the events of the past 15
months in the opposite sense. They
reject the conclusions of the 12th
Plenum of the E. C. 0. I, and see in-
stead the beginning of a new period
of stabilization for world capitalism,
a period in which eapitalism has won
a victory over the proletariat and en-
tered a more or less profracted period
of fascist reaction. The 13th Plenum
gives a great deal of attention to dis-
proving thoroughly the social-fascist
thesis, making clear for the world
movement the true significance of
these big events that have taken place
! in the past 15 months.

only hastens the development of a
catastrophic situation for the German
masses, buf introduces new strains
and new disorders into the interna-
tional relations of the capitalist
| powers.

We shail go intc a more detailed ex-
amination of the problems raised by
the rise of Hitler in dealing with the
problems of the struggle against fas-
cism; at this moment it is sufficient
{ to point out that German faseism,
rising on the basis of the aceentua-
tion of every contradiction, internal
and external, of world capital, repre-
| sents a sharpening of the crisis of
German capitalism, and a sharpen-
ing of the whole world crisis inio a
revolutionary crisis.

yorld, this inflation policy has de-! The third factor to be mentioned
ivered shattering blows to the capi-|as a characteristic of the past fifteen
alist world. It has upset every rela- | months is that in every capitalist

Jon of fprces in the world market | country, there has taken place a gen-
wd o gorld polities. I. has not|eral lowering of the living standards
mly hi ‘about the exfreme|of the masses, a general all-aground

jharpening of the class relations| attack upon all the toiling sections of
~ithin the country, representing the|the population, and, accompanying
nosi far-going offensive against the | this, a sharpening of political repres-
iving standards of the American|sion, of all the class antagonisms be-
nasses, but has at the same time|tween the bourgeoisie and the work-
jeen an imperialist offensive through- | ing class and the toiling farmers,
ut the world against the imperialist | peasantry, and the bourgeoisie itself
dvals of the United States. It has|is more and more breaking up into
meant the extreme sharpening of | struggling antagonistic groups, and
e struggle for markets; it has in-| must resort more and more to extra-
augurateé a world-wide ecurrency | ordinary means to secure united class
war; it has changed the balanee of | action.
sower; it has disturbed all polmcal1 A fourth feature of this period,
silgnments in the worid, and, in com- | which has intensified the chaos of
vination with other factors, has| the capitalist world, has been the
srought about such & sharpening of | continued victories of the Chinese
he international relations as hes not | Soviet Republic, which, in the past
seen seen before except in the midst | weeks, have already emerged triumph-
of general war. | antly from the test of the sixth anti-
i is only for the purpose of creat-| Soviet expedition of the Nanking
ng new fillusions among the masses,| Government, rigged out and financed
‘hat the bourgeoisie speaks of the| by American imperialism and assisted
2oosevelt policies 8s having & stabiliz- | politically and materially by British
ng effect in the world situation.| Japanese and French imperialism. In
Anong themselves they are very clear | spite of this great concentration of
15 to its having the opposite effect,| the forces of reaction against the
Jhat of bringing the international an- | Chinese Soviets, they have again
;agonisms to the breaking point. | emerged victorious, creating, in the
Let us examine the second great de- | Far Fast, a new strong base for the
‘elopment in the world—the rise of | anti-capitalist elements, for the anti-
Hitler-fascism to power in Germany.|imperialist revolution, intensifying at
[s this, as the soclal fascists and|the same time, all of the eontradic-
senegades say, introducing new ele- | tions among the imperialist powers,
nents of stability into the world| who are beginning to move among
sitiation of capitalism? Far from it.| themselves for the actual division of
The policy of the Hitler regime not! China.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN |
THE WORLD SITUATION 5

Finally, there is that most im- as you will see by studying the figures

sortent factor in the world situation: ] of the Second Five-Year Plan, which

ialisi | &re just now being placed before the

PR WRon and it socialist o ety Congress In the Soviet
somstruetion. In the past ffteen!

Ao B s 5 ennid. ! Union, by the end of the Second Five-

“sut shift in the relation of forces in
‘she favor of the socialist system of
the Soviet Union and against the
8P t world. While the capitalist
_wisis has deepened during this period,
‘Jie Soviet Union bas moved steadily
. lorward, consolidating its Socialist in-
3 , confinuing the steady advance
socialist industrialization of the
ntry, consolidating the victorious
jusion of agriculture into the soci-
_economy through the victories

on, which solved the
e questions of the coun~

i ting difficulties a year
50 that this year is for the Soviet
lon what Comrade Stalin described
jhe last year of economic difficul-

for our Socialist Fathcrland. It
this basis of the rise of Soviet
to new heights that the poli-
vietories of the Soviet Union
been won in the past year. It
i - the light of this change in the
rels of world forces that we must
mdes the whole series of diplo~
m victories won by the Soviet

this past year, since the
Plenum of the E. C. C. I, the
‘Soviet Union has emerged as a great
‘ndustrial power. It has realized in
‘ife the slogan of the Soviet Union
M Party to catch up with
ind surpass the most advanced coun-
ries of the world. The Soviet Union
dy second only to the United
in Industrial production. And

| Year Plan, the Soviet Union will be
| approximately equal to the U. 8. in
| national income, even supposing that
| the U, S. does not further decline.

| All these factors, which are the de-
| cisive features of the past period.
| Prove unquestionably the end of capi-
talist stabilization — unquestionably
| demonstrate that the crisis of the
i capitalist world, far from being over-
come, 1s, on the contrary, passing into
& new stage, the stage of transforma-
tion into & revolutionary crisis,

The objective pre-conditions already
exist for the revolutionary erisis.
What is still lacking is the prepared-
ness of the working class, its revolu-
tionary determination to make an end
of the bankrupt system of capitalism
and to enter the decisive siruggle for
the reorganization of society upon &
socialist basis. The preparation of
the working class 18 the task of the
Communist Party,

The greatest obstacle to this prep-
aration and therefore the greatest
obstacle to the revelution, and there-
fore the greatest support to the bank-
rupt capitalist society, is the continu-
ing influence among the workers and
the toiling masses of the Parties of
the Second International, the Social
Fascists generally and, in the U. 8.,
the special feature of Social-Fascism,
the American Federation of Labor.
The problem of How long it will take
for the working class to be prepared

for the proletarian revolution is the

be separated from the reformist,
Social Fascist leadership and brought

leadership of the Communist Party.
This is a question that is determined |
by the quality of the work of our|
Party.

Let us examine a central problem;
in the struggle for the majority of |
the working class, in the preparation |
of the workers for the proletarian|
revolution. This is the problem of the
struggle against fascism, which also’

THE MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF FASCISM

judgment u.nd[ problem of how soon the workers can| requires the struggle against social | in large masses of the social demo-
brings us at this time to the point|
where we are very closely approach-| Sm? |
ing a world revolutionary situation.|to the revolutionary policy under the|It is of the most tremendous political |

’, fascism,

| eratic workers,
{  What is the significance of faseism?

Other considerable numbers
social demoeratic workers, who are
| importance for our movement today|not yet ready to join the Communist
that our Party answer this question| party, place themselves at the dis-
sharply and clearly, in such ‘& Way|posal of the Communisi Party for
as to make the masses understand| peeolutionary work, beg for directives,
this question. The Thesis of the 13th:m,d accept the Communist Party as

Plenum gives four main charaeter- | the onjy leader of the daily struggies.
istics of fascism, which are essential

to the understanding of this problem : .
< cial Derx kers, o
and which our Party must convey to| Socla emocratic workers, among

: s | some circles, to try to reconstitute the
the broadest masses in the U. 8. | Social Democratic Party upon an il-
| legal basis, upon the basis of a united
{ front program with the Communist
| Party and against their old leaders.
{ | This is a tendency which is quite

Pirst, the growth of fascismm means |
that the revolutionary crisis and the
indignation of the broad masses
against the rule of capital is growing.
This is the answer to the basic point |
of the social democracy, which sees
in the rise of fascism the defeat of
the revolution, which tries to discour-
age and demoralize the working class
by picturing the rise of fascism as
the defeat of the proletarian revolu-
tion. On the contrary, we must make
clear that the rise of fascism is it-
self an indication of the deepening
of the crisis of capitalism and a
factor in that deepening, an indica-
tion of the rise of the indignation of
the broad masses against capitalism.

Secondly, the growth of fascism
shows that the capitalists are no
longer able to maintain their dic-
tatorship by the old methods of par-
lamentarism and bourgeois democ-
racy in general. That is, the rise of
fascism is itself realizing one of the
basic preconditions of the revolution-
ary crisis. It is the realization of
that condition which Lenin long ago
pointed out to us as one of the pre-
conditions for the struggle for power
of the working class, that condition
when the bourgeolsie is no longer able
to rule by the old methods. Fascism
is an expression of that condition.

Thirdly, that, moreover, the
methods of parliamentarism and
bourgeois democracy in general are

g a hindrance to the capital-
ists both in their internal politics as
well a8 in their foreign politics. That
the policies of finance capital today
require that the capitalists themselves
carry through measures which
Jdestroy the existing apparatus of con-
trol, which destroy the old social
forms and relationshipe and introduce
conditions of instability in every fea-
ture of life, and thereby destroy
among the masses the authority and
the influence of the parties and the
Institutions of capitalist democracy
which have hitherto been their main
instruments of rule.

And fourthly, that in view of these
things the capitalists are compelled
to pass over to open terroristic die-
tatorship within the country and un-
restrained chauvinism in foreign poli-
ties which represent direct prepara-
tion for imperialist war.

From these main characteristics of
fascism, which we must make clear
to the broadest masses as the basic
instruments of our political struggle
against faseism, it becomes clear that
fascism is born directly out of bour-
geols democracy with the help of
the social fascists. The rise of fascist
tendencies on the part of the bour-
geoisle is a sign of the passing of
the erisis into a revolutionary crisis,
is an inevitable phase of the revolu-
tionary struggle. But on the other
hand we must emphasfze that the vie-
tory of fascism is mnot inevitable.
Whether fascism is vietorious or not
depends upon the forces of the fight-
ing working class and its allies; and
the development of these fighting
forces of the working class depends
upon the defeat of the paralyzing in-
fluence of the soclal democraey within
the working class.

Therefore, the struggle against fas-
cism, the rousing of the broadest
masses for the struggle against fas-
cism, is in the first place the struggle
to defeat the social democracy, to
isolate the social democratic leaders
from the masses, to destroy their in-
fluence among the masses.

Iet us examine the situation in
Germany in the light of this analysis
of fascism and answer some of the
questions which are heard among the
broad masses of workers, some ques-
tions which rise spontaneously in the
minds of the politically uninstructed
workers, and questions which are es-
pecially raised and cultivated by the
renegades and the social fascista.

First, let us again answer the ques-
tion: Why, in Germany, did not the
Communist Party selze power in the
beginning of 1933? The answer to
this question must be repeated again
and again. The workers did not seize
power in Germany under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party because
the influence of the social democracy
prevented the workers from develop-

| dangerous, and against which the
ing class and paved the way for Hitler | German Communist Party has to
to come to power. The weorking class | struggle, but which at the same time
ean take power only when the|is one of the stages of the coming of
majority of the working class, the|the social democratic workers to the
decisive sections of the working class,| Communist Party. ’
are prepared for the revolutionary| The Communist Party is more and
struggle and accept revolutionary| more penetrating the factories and
leadership. The German social|the fascist faetory organizations. It
democracy still exercised & decisive|is not necessary for me to give long,
influence over the majority of the defailed examples. They have been
German working class. The role of reported in the Inprecorr and Daily
the social democracy and of the trade| Worker. I merely cite these things
union bureaucrats in Germany was|to characterize ‘the. process that is
decisive and pre-determined the rise | going on, the gathering of all revolu-
of Hitler to power. Hitler came to tionary forces inside and around
power not only through the financiel|the German Communist Party.
assistance of the big capitalists of |
Germany, but above all, through the!answered wih regard to the develop-
direct collaboration of the social|Mments in Germany is, what has be-
democracy and the trade union bu-|¢ome of the Social-Democracy? Has
reaucrats. | it beer; de%t;oyed? Is it still a
The question is then raised—agree- } nngwt e Socisl-Democratic
ing this is so, was it not necessary| ..

There is a further tendency among |
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International Is Turning
Capitalist System Into the Victory of the Proletarian Revolution
) 18th Out of the Party’s Tasks

Party in Germany as an organiza-
{ tion is shatfered. But the political

¢  ‘nfluence of the Social-Democracy

| still exists and is still the main social
| support of the Fascist dictatorship.
{ The central problem of the German
| Communist Party still remains the
i liquidation of the influence of, the
| Social-Democracy upon the German
;working class.
| What we have said about Germany
holds true for the entire Second In-
ternational. The role of each of the
different national sections of the
social-fasecists differs only in detail
according to the alignments of its
own national bourgeoisie.
Especially significant in this pro-
cess of winning over the social-
democratic workers in Germany and
throughout the world is the problem
of exposing the Social-Democracy
and struggling against the “left” re-
| formists — “left” social fascists. In
| every country, Social-Democracy en-
| deavors to protect itself against the
trend of the masses to Communism
by setting up left wing groupings, by
2 cerfain division of labor, whereby
they attempt to pacify their follow-
ers with left phrases while continu-
ing essentially the same policies of
their official parties. This is the
problem in England of the struggle
against the leaders of the I L. P,
who sabotage the decision for unity.
{ This is the problem in the United

The last question which must be | States of the struggle against farmer-

laborism and against those special-
ized sub-divisions of the farmer-
laior Party idea, the Muste group,
the renegades, and the third party
elements of the bourgeoisie.

that the Communist Party lead the}
revolutionary section of the German|

!
working class in insurrection, in| !
armed struggle against the rise of fas-| |

]

DEEPENING OF GENERAL CRISIS IS MATURING
DEVELOPMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY CRISIS

cism even though they were in al e

minority and even though the condi-|
tions for a successful struggle were
not present? It is especially neces- |
sary to give a clear and sharp an-|
swer to this question because it ha.s’
been raised even within the ranks of |

I We have pointed out the main
|

factors determining the character of
this period as one of the deepening
of the crisis and the passing over to
the revolutionary crisis. There is one
aspect of this problem that remains
to be examined which is especially

the Communist Parties and even ini
the leadership of the German Com- |significant for the United States.
munist Party itself. This tendency| This is, what part is played in this
within the German Communist Party | Process by the rise or fall of indus-
was represented by Remmele and|trial production, by the course of the
Neuman, who came forward with the|business index. How is it possible,
thesis that although it was impossible‘ some comrades may say, that we can
to take power, although defeat of such | SPeak of the deepening of the crisis
an attempt was pre-determined by ,’“ .g‘period in whxch‘there has been
the rule of the social democracy and| > "°Overy of production in the capi-
the trade union bureegicrats, and al-| /2160 countries. There has heen such
though all was lost, yet “honor” could | 1 increase in production. It is true

desperate armed struggle even though
it was pre-determined to defeat.

This position, which in words sounds |
very revolutionary, is of course poli-
tically nothing but capitulation to the
Social Democracy. It is a complete
acceptance of the social democratic
understanding of the significance of
the rise of fascism and of Hitler.
Along with it necessarily goes the
view that the victory of Hitler in-
augurates a protracted period of fas-
cist reaction and long time defeat of
the revolution. It is a point of view
which denies the possibility of the de- |

|

velopment of the revolutionary forces |
within Germany, for the mobilization
of the majority of the working class
to overthrow Hitler. Its political es-
sence is in no way to be distinguished
from the position of the social demo-
cracy and the renegades, especially
the TT0tskyites, that the rise of Hit-
ler opens a new era of fascism.

First of sll, this theory is hased
upon & false analogy between Hitler
and Mussolini, between Germany and
Italy, and depends upon the compari-
son of the 10 years of fascist rule in
Italy with the .perspective of Hitler
in Germany. This analogy completely
ignores the different period in which
these events occur. Italian fascism
came to power at the end of the first
post-war wave of wars and revolu-
tions, at the beginning of the period
of relative stabilization of capitalism.
Italian fascism was maintained in
power not by the internal forces of
fascism so much as by the assistance
of a stabilizing capitalist world around
Italy. German fascism comes to
power In quite opposite circumstances.
It rises at the end of capitalist stabi-
lization, at 8 period when the capi-
talist world, far from being able to
give help toward stabilizing German
capitalism, is ifself in the deepest
crisis; is itself divided in a thousand
sharpening conflicts and by which the
rise of fascism in Germany itself be-
comes & centrd? point in deepening
all these conflicts and in the im-
mediate development of a world war
situation. There are further, the in-
ner problems of German economy
which are pre-determined by this
world situation, the increasingly
catastrophic conditions of German
economy which are intensified by the
rise of German fascism. Therefore,
only one who deliberately wishes to
mislead the working class can speak

ing the struggle against fascism.
Social democracy disarmed the work-

of the perspectives of a long time de-
velopment of German fascism,

THE LESSONS OF THE
GERMAN C. P. A

HEROIC FIGHT OF THE
GAINST FASCISM

‘What is going on in Germany under
the fascist rule? It is difficult to give
detailed answer to all the questions

involved in the inner situation in Ger-
many because of the conditions of
illegality, because of the extremely
difficult conditions under which the
German working class is gathering its
forces today. Ome thing is quite clear,
that the revolution®ry forces of the
German working class are consolidat-
ing themselves daily and weekly
under the conditions of the Hitler
terror, The German Communist
Party has not been destroyed, but
has sunk its roots deeper than ever
among the decisive masses of the
German working class, The workers
who continued under the leadership
of the Social Democratic Party a

year ago, are now beginning to come
over in large numbers to the Ger-
man Communist Party. p

There are such problems as this,
for example, which typify the process
which is going on. In some industrial
localities in Germany we have social
democratic workers coming in organ-
ized groups to the Communist Party
and requesting to be admitted into
the Communist Party in such num-
bers that the local leadership of the
Communist Party has hesitated to
take them in on the grounds that the
recruits from the Social Democratic
Party who outnumber the members
of the old German Communist Party
might endanger the Party line. The
Party has had to conduct a campaign
to overcome this hesitation to take

|give a

still Have been saved only by a last;um" this increese has been very un-

even, irregular and spotty. But mak-
ing all allowances for this and tak-

{ing the whole capitalist world, the

vear 1933 witnessed a growth in gen-
eral industrial production of some
20 to 30 per cent. What is the signi-
ficance of this feature and what part
does it play in our analysis of the
whole character of the whole situa-
tion? We are not interested in trying
to explain away any facts that exist
in the capitalist world. We want to
face every fact fully and frankly to
understand exactly whai it means.
We don't want to fool ourselves
about anything. Therefore, we must
clear answer as to
whether this increase of capitalist in-
dustrial ‘procuction signifies in any
way an alieviation of the crisis. Does
it signify that the crisis of capital-
ism in the terminology of the bour-
geois experts, “touched bottom,” so
that the perspective may now be re-
covery either gradual or rapid? If
we examine the character of this in-
crease in industrial production, we
must come to the conclusion that it
has no such significance. This in-
crease in production has taken place
upon the basis of the extreme rapid-
ity of the developmeni of the inter-
national antagonisms, and the
preparations for war, If we take the
whole capitalist weorld, we find that
the increase in production has, in
the first place, been an increase in
the production of materials for war.
It has been an accumulation of
stocks of war materials, munitions,
weapons and supplies for the com-
ing struggle, for the coming world
war. In the second place, insofar as
the increase in production goes be-
yond the limits of war preparations,
it is mostly caused by infiation and
the speculative market created by in-
flation. Now, it is clear that these
twe influences are truly character-

) 4. i

istic of the increase in industry. All
such increase in industrial produc-
tion, based upon war preparations
and upon inflationary, speculative
markets, in no way contributes to a
stabilizing of capitalism, in no way
indicates that the bottom of the
crisis has been reached. Tt only
marks the passing of the crisis into
new forms. The crisis no longer can
be measured by economic indices, but
has taken on political forms.

This is the analysis which we made
already last summer of the signifi-
cance of the Roosevelt New Deal, at
the time of our Extraordinary Party
Conference. It has been proved cor-
reet for the whole world situation.

It is not necessary for us to go
over all that ground again, especially
in view of the fact that experience
since last July, when our Extraor-
dinary Party Conference mef, has
completely confirmed our analysis.
We have nothing to correct in the
enalysis that we made and we have
very little to add to it. Certain new
features have come forward in the
New Deal since our Extraordinary
Party conference, which are further
developments of the basic trends that
we pointed cut at that time. There
is & much more concrete and rapid
development of the inflationary
program, there is an enormous ex-
pansion of the program of direct
financial help to the giants of mon-
opoly eapitalism, even beyond any-
thing that we envisaged at that
time. The new budget that was just
presented to Congress by Roosevelt
carries these policles so far that if
anyone had predicted such a develop-
ment six months ago, it would have
seemed impossible, but now these
facts are accepted as quite normal
and everyday factors along with the
tremendous tempo with which the
crisis is developing.

Roosevelt has developed much
sharper and drastically the policy
which we pointed out at that time
of cutting off unemployed relief, sub-
stituting of relief with forced labor
projects, and so-called Public Works
which are not Public Works, and
complete rejection of any and every
form of unemployment insu-.ace.
All these latest developments of the
New Deal are merely the logical out-
growth and development of the basic
features which we analyzed at the
Extraordinary Party Conference.
They are all concrete examples of
the general signifieance of the de-
velopments within eapitalism all over
the world.

SHIFTING OF IMPERIALIST RELATIONS SHOWS
SHARPER WAR DANGER

The United States occupies no “ex-~
ceptional” position, except that in
many respects it represents the
sharpest expression of all these
tendencies capitalist development
throughout the world, that in many
features it leads in a development of
these policies for the rest of the
world. But in the character of the
measures that are adopted, in the
direction of development and in the
significance of these features as the
passing over of the crisis into new
and sharper forms, the analysis of
the world situation applies exactly

the other capitalist countries. BEs-
pecially is this true with regard to
foreign policy, that is, war prepara-
tions. It is true, only in a lesser
degree, with regard to the fascization
of the political life within the
country.

These two main features of world
development, fascism and war, are
developing in the United States as
in other sections of the capitalist
world.

There are certain {llusions, not
only among the masses, but even
within our own ranks, that the de-
velopmeng by Roosevelt to a certain
extent of new attitudes to some in-
ternational questions, brings a cer-
tain pacifist trend into American
foreign policy. These illusions, more
or less, crystallize around the inter-
pretation of the recognition of the
Soviet Union as an effort towards
peace on the part of the United
States Government.

the same to the United States as to|gr

It is necessary for us to give &
very clear answer to this question,
as to the significance of the recog-
nition of the Soviet Union and what
part this plays in the drive towards
war and especially towards the war
of intervention against the Soviet
by the whole imperialist
world. In the first place, we must
emphasize again what we said in the
general section of the report about
the meaning of the di vic-
tories of the Soviet Union in the

countries. And while we in no way
want fo detract from the credit for
the achievements of these victories
due the skilled diplomacy of the
Soviet Union and particularly of Lit-
vinoff, we must mention that these
diplomatic victorfes were not the
fruits of skilled diplomacy so much
as of @ change in the relations of
power in favor of the Soviet Union,

The Soviet Union has hecome
doubly strong; first of all, upon the
basis of consolida the collective
farming, the inclusion of agriculture
in the structure of socialist economy;

strengthe;
ing of the armed defenses of the
Soviet Union, the development of the
Red Army upon the basis of the
suecessful industrialization, so that
the Soviet Union can adequately de-
fend itself in o military way.

These things have brought about
a changed relation in world politics
and in view of the extreme sharpen-
ing within the imperialist camp, the
necessity of re-groupings in the impe-
rialist camp, created the possibility
for the Soviet Union to strengthen
its international position by
utilizing some of these imperialist
contradictions. Does this in any
way indicate any change in the basic
direction of American policies? By
no means. It indicates & eertain
change in the imperialist relations
at the moment, a sharpening in the
first place of the struggle between

the United States and Britain, a !

struggle which for the past few years
has been conducted in South Amer-
ica in an armed struggle between
the puppets of the two imperialist
powers, and with the development of
the currency war, becomes sharpened
in every field where the two powers
come face to face. At the same time
it indicates the further sharpening
of the contradictions between the
United States and Japan due to the
tremendous expansions of the Ja-
panese monopolistic control of the
Far Eastern markets at the expense,
in the first place, of the United
States, but also of England. It also
reflects the fact that in the im-
mediate preparations for war the
other imperialist powers are more
ready than the United States, that
the United States needs more time
for maneuvering for position before
the outbreck of the general con-
flagration. Furthermore, it reflects,
as one of the basic strategic situa-
tions of American imperialism, that
American imperialism js playing for
time as a factor weakening its
enemies, figuring that the further
development of the erisis will strike
Japan and Great Britain harder than
the United States,

ican imperialist policy on all the
main objectives of the drift towards
war; and it is especially valuable for
us ab this time that we have a good
statement of this fact from one of
the leading figures in the American
government itself,. 'The comrades
have called my attention to the is-
sue of “Liberty” for Jan. 6. In it,
there is an article by Harry H.
Woodring, the Assistant Secretary of
War in the Roosevelt government.
This article is entitled “The Amer-
ican Army Stands Ready.” I am go-
ing to make some extended quota-
tions from this article. I do this be-
cause it seems that Mr. Woodring
must have been reading our thesis.
He states completely the program of
the Roosevelt administration as we
have been describing it for the past
eight, nine months. The thesis of
the article is that the American army
is the bulwark against social disorder
and revolution at this moment, that

it is being econsciously prepared by
the Roosevelt administration, not
only for military duties, but for
directing and running the entire
country in every phase of life. Mr,
Woodring says, the army “is our
secret insurance against chaos.”
That is, if the army were not so
well prepared, there would be chaos
in the United States, or the im-
mediate threat of chaos. This should
be a very good answer to those who
think that the policies of the New
Deal are already stabilizing condi-
tions in the United States. Condi-
tions cannot be very stable when the
army stands as the main insurance
| against chaos in the country. He
says:

“Let me speak frankly: If this
country should be threatened with
foreign war, economic chaos, or
social revolution, the Army has the
training, the experience, the or-
ganization, and the men to sapport
the government and direet the
country in the national interest.”
In this quotation he starts out with
the word “if,” but later on, he shows
| that this “if” is not a very important
word for him, because he declares
directly that this same insurance is
not against some general possibility
that exists, but against an imminent
danger that the country faces. He
says in describing the Army:

“It is escentially a self-contained
nation within the mnation, am
authority able te work independ-
ently of the political and business
conditions of the couniry, under
the constitutional Commander-in-
Chief, the President, assisted by
the Secretary of W

*. . . the Army is standing by
loyally, ready and able not only to
support the constuted authority,

| but to organize the life of the comn-
There is no reorientation of Amer- |

iry so as {o defend the people from

starvation and disorder.”

This is the program of the army
today, it is the preparation for the
militarization of the entire country
from top to bottom — the economic
and social life of the country, With
regard to the industries of the eoun-
try, Mr. Woodring describes the
preparations for industrial mobiliza-
tion as looking beyond the scope of
War Department activities, as in-
cluding all plans requisite to govern-
ment supervision and coordination
of industry, transportation, labor,
finance and similar matters in time
of naticnal emergency. Every fac-
tory in the country has its particular
place in the plan, every factory in
the country is a part of the war
machine already engaged in this ap-
paratus in such & way that the prac-
tical control and direction of indus-
trial production can overnight be in

the hands of the general staff of
the Army.

NEW DEAL SHOWS ARMY

FOR WAR

TESTING ITS MACHINERY i

Of equal significance is the method
by which, in the first stages of the
New Deal, the Army has carried
through the testing of its machinery,
You will remember how indignantly
the liberals and socialists met our
accusation that the reforestation
camps were measures of militariza~
tion. Mr. Woodring makes no bones
about it, He says:

the successful carrying out of the
Army’s part of the reforestation
program as one of its most notahle
peacetime achievements. The pro-
“ram was to be supervised by the
Laber, Agriculture, War and In-
terior Departments. The Army,
however, very soon proved that it
was the only government agency
which has the facilities and the
trained personnel capable of per-
forming a great majority of the
*asks in conneetion with an under-
taking of this nature.

depariments,
mainly the Forestry Service of the
Department of the Interior, The
Army did the rvest.”

I prophesy that by next summer a

able-bodied workers, thus sup-

| for the internal

skill that when they return home
they could be leaders in recrea-
tional programs among their own
peeple. I should like to see them
organize athletic associations like
the German Turnvereing and the
Sokels of Centrai Europe, which
would result in raising the physi-
f:lu standards of owr entire popu-
on.

“The lessons which the army
has learned from this experience
will in themsclves prove invalu-
able. Our young officers are re-
ceiving lessons in practieal leader-
ship; the army’s traditional ‘hard-
boiled’ theories of diccipline have
had to be discarded in faver of
force of character and natural

“The result in the American
army of the futpre will ho hetter
morale and befter relations between
officers and men,

“I believe, however, that of far
greater importance at this time are
the stabilizing effects that the car-
rying out of the program will exert
upon the moral amd social strue-
ture of the whole country,

Mir Ia

“In my opinion, next year the
individual C.C.C. set-up should be
eliminated in the interest of econ-
omy and efficiency and the whole

solely in the interest of efficiency -
and economy, 1 urge these basic
reforms in no narrow spirit of self-

veterans of
World War, the C.C.C. men,
through them, the

forts to smash the depression ,,,*

In these few quotations you have
every feature of the fascist program
in the United
Stetes as a part of the preparations
for infernational war, the complete
fascization of the inner life by the
war machinery of the country—and
this is not from the thesis of the
13th Plenum of the Communist In-
fernational at Moscow. Neither- is
this an editorial from the
Worker. Let me remind you that thig
was written by the Assistant Secre-
tary of War, Mr. Harry H, Woodring,
former Governor of the State of
Kansas.

e
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iwe 13th Plenum thesis points out
e main centers of the sharpening
f the war danger, the first of these
being the Pacific. In the Pacific are
nvolved all the main contradictions
f the capitalist world. There is the
ontradiction between the imperialist
cguntries and the Soviet Union, be-
ween the metropolis and the revo-
utionary movement in the semi-co-
lonial countries,

especially sharply |strong and persistent

Japan and the United States, be-
tween the United States and Eng-
lamd, between France and the others.
It is there also where the aggressive
policy of all of the imperialists finds
its most extensive concretization at
the moment—Japan’s seizure of
Manchuria, Inner Mongolia, the
moving of French forces from Indo-
China into the Provinee of Yunnan,
by the extension of British occupa-
tion of parts of Sinkiang from its
base in Tibet, by the exceptionally
efforts of

epresented by the Soviet territories , United States imperialism to make

{ China, the antagonisms between
he imperialist giants of the world,

use of the government of Chiang Kal
Shek to sirengthen its foothold on

en Japan and England, between

the Asiatic mainland.

PACIFIC IS CENTER OF WORLD IMPERIALIST
CONFLICTS

In the Pacific, we have the sharp-
ezt and most immediate threat of
War against the Soviet Union, com-
plicated by the inner-imperialist an-
tagonisms. It would be a mistake
for us to think that the immediate
danger of war in the Far East
against the Soviel Union has been
removed or softened by the latest
developments in world polities. Any-
thing may happen in the Far East,
and the strengthened position of the
Soviet Union and its more favorable
diplomatic situation have not re-
moved the threat of Japanese initia-
tion of such a war, There is & dis-
tinet ©ossibility that the opposite
may result. Japan is completely con-
trolled by a semi-feudal military
clique which bases itself on monopoly
capital and landlord classes, which
are closely interwoven. The policy
of this dominant ruling group in
Japan cannog in any way be forecast
according to whai we might consider
“rational” politics for a ruling class.
The very nature of the position of
Uhis ruling class, the extreme insta-
oility of its foundation, and the
drowing threat of revolutionary
forces, compels this ruling group into
a4 position of adventurism in politics,
If the militarists consider the alter-
native to launching a war against
the Seviet Union to be their own loss
of power, then no matter what the
prespeets of eventual outeome of such
a war, they will launch it. If they
consider this war must come, the
irengthening of the Soviet Union
will not deter them, because they
know everything that is going on in
he Soviet Union, the Five-Year Plan,
the construetion of Socialism and the
ccnsolidation of the new collective
agriculiure, and they know that if
the war is uniavorabie for them now,
in {wo years, it will be twice as un-
faverable. The very threat of United
States against their seizures in
China is likely to decide the mili-
larists %0 hasten the war with the
Soviet Union. And we must not think
that Roosevell, who can exchanae
such nice felicitations with the So-
viet fatnerland, would be displeased
if Japan would be weakened by a
war with the Soviet Union, which at

jthe same time would weaken the
| Socialist system which is the great-
cst menace to world capitalism.

Our previous analysis of the Far
| Eastern policies of Hoover—that he
| was interested in precipitating war
| between Japan and the Soviet Union,
remains true also of the Roosevelt
policy, although his policy is much
| more compiex.
| On the Western front, thai is, in
| Burope, the war danger is sharpening
also in both respects—against the
Soviet Union and among the impe-
rialist powers. The rise of fascism
in Germany has certainly not been a
vacific influsnece, The ruling regime
in Germany is offering the service
of its entire war machinery, which is
being rapidly increased, for a war of
ntervention against the Soviet
Unien, it is peddling its services to
cvery war office in Europe and is at
present conducting very serious con-
versations with Great Britain, The
| relations of Greai Britain and Ger-
many. at the present time are revolv-
ing around the question of a war
against the Soviet Union initiated by
Iitler. At the same time, the rice of
fascism has completely opened up the
whole question of a re-division of
territory, revision of national fron-
| tiers throughout Europe, a question
{ which can only be seitled-by armed
| confiict, The very opening of this
i question has so sirained relations
throughcoui Europe, that it is a com-
menplace for the capitalist press to
speak of the European situation be-
ing wmore explosive than it was in
1914,

Aside from these two main centers
of the sharp development of the war
issues, there is the faet that British
and Awmerican imperialism are pre-
paring for a decisive struggle
throughout the world for world hege-
mony, i the Atlantic and the Pacific.

ith relation to the war danger,
the developments of the past year
show further Soeial democratic
support of the war prepara-
tions, & more slavich reproduction of
the pelicles of each imperialist bour-
geosie by itc own Socialist parties,
and this, in itself is an indication of
the imminence of tie war danger.

| “BOURGEOISIE WANTS TO POSTPONE THE DOOM OF
- CAPITALISM BY A CRIMINAL IMPERIALIST WAR”

We have reviewed our tasks in the
struggie against war many times. We
have further elaborated the basic di-
rectives in the struggle against war
which were laid down at the Sixth
Werld Congress. Under the heading,
“Immediate Tasks,” we shall speak
nore about some special features of
the struggle against war. What is
new in the question is the immediacy
of the war danger, which is much

_ ~narper than it has ever been, What

1s new is the necessity to combat the
tendencies to relax the struggle
against war, tendencies which rise

. out of & certain feeling of exultation

over the victories of our socialist
fatherland, the Soviet Union, and the
feeling that because of these victo-
ries all is well, the danger is not so
big. These victories are very great;
these victories mean very much;
these victories strengthen the oppor-
{unities for our transformation of
the crisis into the proletarian revolu-
tion, but in no way do they lighten
our tasks in the struggle, and mn no
way do they remove the dangers in-
volved in the world situation.

To sum up this section, I repeat
the paragraph of the thesis which
points out:

“The bourgecisie wants to pest-
pene the doom of capitalism by a
criminal  imperialist war and 2

‘ounier-revolutionary campaign
1gainst the land of victorious so-
cialism. The great historical task
»f international communism is to
mobilize the broad masses against
war, even before war has begun
anl thereby hasten the doom of
capitalism. Only a bolshevik strug-

tm”huh out in connection with

war.

We pass over to a brief considera-
ion of the tasks of the Parties that
lew out of this analysis of the world
situation. The Thirteenth Plenum
laid down that the central orienta-
tion of all tasks of the Parties is the
development of mass indignation
against fascism and war, the organ-
ization and strengthening of the
struggle against fascism and war.

The first concretization of this
seperel orientation is the fight
sgainst fascist ideology. The thesis
points out that the the
Communist Party, must daily and

 concretely expose every manif

estation
of chauvinism, expose this to the
masses and oppose this by proletarian
internationalism; that in the im-
nerialist countries we must come out
(eterminedly, systematically for the
independence of the colonies, for the
liberation of the oppressed nations
‘rom all national opvression. In the
ey points of international antago-
nisms, the Communists must reso-
lutely take a stand against all ideas
of imperialist occupation and im-
serialish solution of these territorial
suestions, counterposing the concep-
lion of self-determination of these
Silesia, the

Cerridor, ete.; they must on the basis
»f the program of self-determination
‘ome out against the imperialist solu-
ien of these questions, against the

neorporation of any of these dis-|not

wuted territories into the hangmen’s
'oz;’:t pmmmm the solution
n

i the national question in the U.

S. 8. R. and the tremendous econo-
mic, social and cultural successes by
the peoples formerly oppressed by the
Czarist empire, as a result of their
liberation by the October Revolution.

This whole phase of the fight
against fascis; ideology must become
a matter not of resolutions only, nor
of programmatic articles in the
theoretical press, but must be made
mass issues & charactiristic
feature of the mass work of the
Party,

Second, i& the fight against the
fascization of the bourgeois govern-
ments and against war. In every so-
called democratic country the process
ot fascization is speeding up. The
tasks of the Communist Party, and
this expecially applies to the United
States, must be first of all to brush
aside the fatalist, defeatist conecep-
tion of the inevitability of fascist
dictatorship and of imperialist war,
as well as the opportunist underesti-
mation of the tempo of davelopment
of fascism and war, The careful ex-
planation of the economic and poli-
‘ical enslavement of the masses, that
comes with a fascist dictatorship is
the first task in the struggle against
fascism and war. The popu.srization
of this explanation, the bringing of
this explanation to the workers in
concrefe terms of their everyday life,
50 that it can be readily and
g&m, is the basic feature of

Upon the basis of this broad
popular explanation of all the con-
crete issues of fascization and war
preparations, it is possible for to
arouse the masses to concrete ac-
tions, to weld a united movement, to
build & united front of struggle
‘against fascism and war, to draw into
this struggle the broadest masses of
workers trommﬂl organizations of the

us

ist organizations, in the Soeialist
Party, in the A. F. of L, in all kinds
of workers clubs, mutual benefit so-
o

pon basis it is possible to
bring them into demonstrations, into
actions, into all kinds of ns
of opposition to faseism and to war,
‘or the protection of their democratic
rights, developing concrete struggles
strikes, control

In the fight die-
e g o gl
main features of 'nm,
always and e as the

up
than we

3 soringing
where overnight, faster
keep tmmk of them, and we haye

com;
is our task, and wi this we can-
successfully develop mass strug
ale against faseization in America.

is it necessary to penetrate
the mass

ti
and in U.ﬂ.ﬁem&

eration of Labor. The recent devel-
opments in the U. 8. which are spe-
cific for this couniry, the large re-
cruitment of the A. F. of L. the
special role assigned to the trade
unions in the New Deal—emphasize
for us the general directives of the
13th Plenum. We cannot develop
mass trade union work, eccnomic
struggles, nor the struggle against
fascism and war unless we make
much more sericus penetration of
the A. F. of L. and the other reform-
ist Socizl Fascist trade union or-
Zanizetions.

Third, the struggle against fasciza-
tion requires very serious work among
the agricultural population. It re-
quires the exposure of the real siz-
nificance for the broades; masses of
toiling farmers of the policies pur-
sued by fascism, and thus bring about
the class diflerentiation between the
poor and middle farmers who are the
potential allies of the working class,
aend the well-to-do farmers, who are
the class allies of the bourgeoisie, a
section of the bourgeoisie, who in-
evitably will try to direct the resent-
ment of the agricultural masses into
a channel of fascism, unless we
separate theese acrievltural masses
from the well-to-do farmers, And
in connection with this, the necessity
for organizing the agricultural pro-

letariat info independent trade
union organizations becomes espe-
cially sharp. Fourth, there must be
the most consistent struggle to win
the working vouth, bringing them to
political struggle against fascism and
war, on the basis of the defense of
all their everyday needs; the youth
organizations must break out of their
narrowness with the help and lead-
ership of the Party.

In the development of the struggle
against fascism and war, in the strug-
gle for winning the majority of the
working class from the reformist
leadership and their influence, the
tactic of the united front from be-
low, becomes more and more a cen~
tral question, During the period
since the 12th Plenum of the ECCI
there have been accumulated tre-
mendous experiences in the united
front struggles. It is impossible to
go into a detailed examination of all

of thess international experiences, |

but we can sum them up by saying
that the acticns that have been car-
ried through have proven to be es-
sentially correct and of the most
tremendous value for the Interna-
tional movement, that the Commu-
nists have improve! in almost every
country the application of the taetic
of the united fronf, and strenethened
the revolutionary forces thereby.

|IN STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM AND WAR MUST |
| WIN LEADERSHIP OF WORKERS FROM REFORMISTS
I 3

In the course of these experiences,
we have learned very concretely the
two main dangers that beset all this
work. There js constantly the danger
of transforming our united front
efforts into a conciliation of the
social democratic leadership and ideo-
logy instead of a means of sharpen-
ing the struggle against them,
further to separate the masses from
them. This is the right danger, the
main danger. We have experienced
this danger in our work in the U. S.
It has shown itself in very sharp
forms in other countries, The British
Party condueted a very valuable and
fruitful united front campaign es-
pecially in connection with the In-
dependent Labor Party in England,
There also we saw some sharp ex-
amples of develcoment of the right
danzer. Certain tendencies to orient-
ate too much towards negotiations
and maneuvers with the too lead-
ership, not enough direct approach
to the masses below and the winning
of them to joint action on the basis
of a class struggle program, and
bringing about the disintegration of
the influence of the Social Fascist
misleaders on fop. We had examples
of this especially in the Czecho-
Slovakian Party where for a period
after the 12th Plenum the Party lead-
ership began to orientate itself upon
a wrong estimation of the Social
Fascist leaders and to develop theories
about the united front as a bloc with
the Social-Fascist organizations, in-
stead of the united front ss a de-
velopment of the united struegle from
below to liquidate the influence of
the social fascist misleaders,

We felt the pressure of such ten-
dencies in the United Stetes, in the
development of the united front ac-
tions in which we were involved with
the Musteites. On the whole we can
say that these activities which we
carried through were valuable and
that our line was correct. We have
suffered greatly at times in the con-
crete application of these measures,
especially in the localities where the
coiarades are mnot politically pre-
pared for these tasks; we have suf-
fered from the tendency to blur over
and obscure the differences in prin-
ciple between us and the reformist
leaders, instead of sharply developing
these differences on the concrete
basis of struggle before the workers.

At the same time there exists the
danger of failing to make serious
united front efforts, of making them
50 rigid and mechanical in form as
to condemn them to failure from the
bezinning. When we examine our
own efforts in the United States to
develop the united front struggle we
see that in many of our Districts this
is the most immediate vrobiem of
‘he united front. Many of our di-
stricts have not yet seriously taken
up the question of using the united
frent tsetic to engage actually in
siruggle together with us broad cir-
cles of workers in the A. F. of L,
in the Socialist Party, in the Musteite
organizations, in the various inde-
nendent unions, in the unemployed
and other mass organizations.

There s still in many of our dis-
tricts a sectarian separation of our-
selves from these workers. We oscil-
late back and forth between con-
cillation to the opportunist leaders,
to the point of blurring over of the
political struggle, and s sectarian
separation of ourselves from the
workers who are led by these social
fa;c'li: reformists.

problem of devel the
united front is one of eonm‘stmg-
gle, constant alertness sgainst these
two dangers, of struggle on two
fmﬁu' 1
e 13th Plenum resolution espe-
clally emphasizes

sections of the Communist Inter-
national to fight persistently for the
realization of the united militant
front with the sccial demecratic
workers in spite of the treacherous
leaders.

The 13th Plenum msde & general
review of the whole problem of mass
work of the parties and came to the
conclusion that it is necessary to call
for a genuine reorganization of the
whole of the mass work, a re-exami~
nation and overhauling of all phases
of mass work of the parties, espe-
cially the work in the factories and
the trade unions. The factories and
the trade unions represent the weak-
est sector of the parties in all capi-
talist countries. This is certainly
true for us in the United States. The
Open Leiter which our Extraordinary
Farty Conference addressed to the
Party concretized the whole problem
fer America. Our Open Letter can
be taken as the chief directive for
our Party in eonnection with the 13th
Plenim of the E. C. C. I. There is
nething to be ehanged in it at all
in the light of the 13th Plenum. The
15th Plenum regolution puts furcher
cmphasis upon all directives con-
tained in our Open Letter, chicfly on
the need for concentrating upon the
most important strata of the werkers,
the most important industries, the
most Important factories, and the
creation of Party stronzholds in the
factories as the basis of all our work,
To carry trough this task, and with
it the struggle against Right oppor-
tunism, as well as against Left de-
viations, the strusggle for the line of
the Party, is the basis of our activity.
Our tack is to gather the allies of
the working class, ovganize the farm-
ers and direct their struggles, to win
the broad sections of the impover-
iched petty-bourgeoisie, to
through these activities by the most
concrete and energetic application of
the united front taetic, especially to
develop the revolutionary trade
union movement in all its forms, the
‘ndependent leadership of the econo-
mic struggles, the development of
the struggles of the unemployed, as
the basic features of the Party’s
work, as the chjeet for which all of
our concentration is carried through.

In our own experiences in ‘the
development of the united frent we
have signalized in the Open Lettor,
the danger of farmer-laborism. In
our experiences we have found this
danzer becoming sharper. If we had
been more alert and more active in
the political struggle for the line of
the Party and the develooment of
our various united front activities,
we should have been better prevared
to counteract immediately the steps
‘hat are now being taken by tha
Mucteites for the establishmant of
their “American  Workers Party,”
which is one of the sub-divisions of
the farmer Iabor tendsncles in this
country which will be an outstand-
ng feature of social-fascism. The
Socialis Party is going through a
nrocess of disinteoration and re-
orientation, It will in all’ probability
merge with these other groups and
tendeneies into the farmer laborite
movement in the United States. The
degree to which thi: danger crystal-
lizes on a mass scale wlil be deter-
mined by how bad or how well we
work. We can win these workers
directly to the Communist Party.
They do not need to 20 through
schools of reformism and social fas-
cism in order to come to us. By
broper united front work, by proper
penetration of all of the mass or-
Zanizations, by a proper struggle
against opportunism, against leftist

the call upon ali 'directly

'“Stomont% we can win these workers
us.

DANGER OF FARMER-LABORISM AND THE FIGHT
AGAINST IT

pu'l‘he tactic orhu:tie u:ltedl front ap-
es especially eve nt of
the revolutionary trade lmimove-
:\fxt and the indepsndent leadership

strike

ery sh

of Labor. We have now
reached the poing where we can give
concrete answers to the ques-
we can develop the next

the organization of a broader

clase-struggle trade union movement,

and at the same time greatly inten-
sify the opposition work inside the
American Federation of Labor. We
are prepared now te point out that
we must feke steps to insure against

the possible crystallization of these | tion

independent unions into a separate
central

body not only outside the |

A. F. of L, but also outside of our
organized influence. To prevent such
o possible development we must earry
through koldly and carcZully o rirusg-

g-e for the fusion of all class strug- | the

~lz trade union organizations outside

’™2 A, F, of L.. beth independent and |’

T. U. U. L, in each p-ricular in-
Cusiry, and to bring all such trads

arp | unions tegether into an independent

federction of labor. This means, first
of all, concentrating on each par-
ticular industry, laying solid founda-
tions there, and then bringing to-
gether upon a federated basis, the
various industrial unions thereby
ereated. Such work can only be suc-
cessful if, at the same time, there
is a tenfold more seriocus uevelop-
ment of work ins'de the American
Federation cf Labor, and the creation
of a reaily serious cpposition move-
ment there
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This perspective that we unfold,
for the development in the trade
union field, has two dangers. The
most immediate danger is that we
will confine ourselves to phrases and
pronouncements about it and go
throuzh the motions of reorganiz'ng
ourselves and at last find ourselves
with exactly the same forces, under
different names. But the proposals
that we make in this respect are not
merely & re-shifting of the existing
forces under different names. What
we propose is to broaden the organ-
ized base of the class struggle trade
union movement. When that is
achieved and we hegin to move for-
ward we must be kecenly conscious
of the deve'onment of the other
danger which is the chief danger:

that we will submerge ourselves in
a broad and undifferentiated move-
ment, will tend to develop a trade|
unionism that will imitate the Amer- |
lcan Federation of Labor and thereby |
disarm the workers in the struggle
against the A. F. of L. bureaucrats, |
We must find the way to achieve 2 |
much broader development of mass |
trade union organization on a class |
struggle basis. At the same tim 5
we sharpen all the fundamental|
i~sues of struggle between us and the
A. P of L, we must create within |
the ranks of the A. F. of L. a strong |
movement closely allied with the in- |
dependent revolutionary union move-
ment. I speak only of the main out- |
lines of this question. Other com-
rades will develop it in more detail. |

TRADE

BROADEN ORGANIZED BASE OF CLASS STRUGGLE

UNIONS :
|

In connection with this general
aspect of the trade union work it is
especially necessary to mention two
of our weakest features which must
begin to receive more systematic and
more serious development. The first
of these is our Negro work. We have
cpoken of this many times. We have
'made certain beginnings in drawing
| the Negroes into the revolutionary
| ‘rade unicn movement. If the fiures
| compiled about eight weeks ago are
! correct, about 10 per cent of the T. U.
U. L. membership is Negro.

This growth of Negro membership
is very spotty and confined almost
~ntirelv to the lizhiest of the light
industries (with the exeeption of
steel in Buffalo). This question is
of the most profound importance,
not only for the trade unions as
such, but for every phase of our
Negro work. We cannot give the
proper onroletarian direction to the
Negro liberation movement until we
have laid the foundation of Nejro
mass work in the basie industries.
Comrades, we must orientaie our
trade union work on this question
much more seriously than we have.

The second special question in the
trade union fleld that we must em-
phasize is the serious organization
of the agricultural workers. Here
rmain, we have not marelv the frode
union question. Consideration of this
cuestion is of primary importance
for us not only because of the fact
that the agricultural workers num-
hor gevere! millions in the Uni+ed
States and become increasingly im-
nertant in the economy of the coun-
try, but also the fact that the or-
ganization of a mass trade uni~n of
agricultural workers is one of the
basic necessary instruments for giv-
ing revolutionary direction to the
whole aericultural population.

What I have said concerning the
{rade unions, in all general asnects,
~ppliss also to the unemployed. We
have already given a very clear pro-
~ram for the strug~le for unity in the
unemployed deld. Our slogan is the

weakness of the mass work «f
each individual member of the Pari;
is the weak work of our leadinz cor
mittees, sections, fractions and d

tricts, and we cannot
problems,

If we are going to build ow
it means that we must m2ke a very
decisive effort to involve the entire
Party in mass work, fixing the con-
crete problems of mass work, learn-
‘ng what it means to fight on two
fronts against deviations, and devel-
oping a discipline on the basis of the
nolicies, developing concentration on
the basis of planned concrete work,
a real task that you can see and pu
your fingers on. And th's m
developing Party cadres, bolsheviz-
ing the cadres of the Party, giving

them systematic preper 2 for their
ltask, giving them sy ¢ political
directives and instruetions, giving
them the opportunitics to master
bolshevik theory; which means, in
the first place, exnlaining and un-
| “erstanding the tasks of the daily

fusion of all mass organizations of |
the unemployed into one unemployed |
organization. Our program is the|
program of the development of strug-
gles. The united front of strugzle de-
mands unity in organization so that
there may be unity in the struggle
for immediate demands, the struggle
for relief, the struggle for every
feature of relief that can be pressed
out of local, state and national gov-
ernment; and above all, the devel-
~nment, of mass domands, the moe;
fight for social insurance, which still
remains the weakest phase of the!
vnemployed work of the TUnited |
States.

The demand for unemnloyed in-!
surance becomes especially central
now, when even relief measures are |
being abolished, and the whele treat- |
ment of the unemployed is heing |
transferred over on the basis of |
“orced labor to public work projects, |
‘ebor camps, ete. |

It is necessary io say a few words |
about developing the anti-war and|
anti-fascist movement, We have a
beginning in the United States of
crganizational crystallization of a
broad united front on these questions
in the American Leaguc Against War |
and Fascism. This beginning that |
we have made is very promising and |

features of our mass work in the|
negf vear, Buvt comr-des,

ously. |

In connection with this aleo |
we have a very serious lack|
of attention and indifference to|
the auestion of our ra'at'~=s i~ +n|
revolutionary movement in the cols |
onies, especially in Lat'n Amcrioa |
and more particularlv in th= Carib-
bean. How can we differentiate our-
selves from the social-foscists, if in
these everyday issues of the politico?
“evelopment of the colonies, of |
American imperialism, we deal with |
them only when we are writing the |
“esolutions or Manifestoes of the |

Ceniral Committee?

MOBILIZE U. 8. WORKERS TO SUPPORT CUBAN
REVOLUTION

|
|

I
|
|

|

What actions have we carried
through in support of the tremendous
reveluticnary upheaval of the Cuban
workers, right at our door? How
have we mohilized the workers in
support of the Cuban revolution? We
can say that we have made =& very
~ood journalisic campaign in the
Daily Worker. How far have we gone
beyond that? And especially on the
issue of support to Soviet China, jn

rectly finaneing and supporting in all
ways, politically and materially, the
armed expeditions against Soviet
China, what have we done to ex-
pose this activity of American im-
nerialism? Herse we are weak even
on the journalistic side, not to sneak
or organizing mass protest with re-
7ard to these issues.

These matters must become a more
cericus part of the everyday life of
our Party, and that doesnt mean only
‘n the columns of the Daily Worlker.
It meens in the activity, in the
nlanned work of our sections and
dist-ict commiftees. sect'ons
~nd district committees are a most
‘mpertant m of the leadsrship of
cur Party use they are the part
that conducts the work closest to
the masses, reaching the broadest
masses of workers, and the develop-
ment of this activity on 2 section and
district scale as well as direetiv hy
the units becomes the secret of the
wiole future development of our
Party, :

It is necessary to say = few words
about the most general aspect of the
struggle for Negro liberation and the
efforts to give this struggle orgsniza-
tional form in the League of Struggle
for Negro Rights. I have sald several
fimes that we ean make no advance

which American {mperialism is di-|

in this work unless we first create
& solid proletarian base in our trade
unions and in the unemployed move- !
ment. It 1s necessary to give first
place also to the development of such i
organizations as the Share-Croppers |
Union. But the necessity for em- |
vhasis upon these basic forms of or-|
ganization in no way relieves us of |
the duty of organizing the general |
liberation movement of the Negroes,
as we have outlined these prope '«
for the building of the League of
Struggle for Negro Rights and its
paper, The Liberator. This is one
of the tasks of the day for the en-
tire Party organization. That means,
developing mass activities, not leav-
ing it on paper, net leaving it in
the realm of abstract prenazanda
but developing tacks for the loc-1 or- |
~anizations upon the basis of the
general program laid down.

(Interject’on by Patterson: And in-
i"ncifying the fight against chau-
vinism.)

Th~t is a part of the struggle for
the Party, end here as in a'l ¢‘hr
nhosag of the fitht for the lime of
the Party, it is a fight on two fronts.
In the Nearo field, the main danger
is white chauvinism, the sharpest
and most specific expression of op-
portunism in the Negro work. The
other front is the resistance ageinst
the penetration of petty-bourgeois |
nationalist tendencies, an inﬂuencei
especially dangerous in the ranks of |
our Negro comrades, sometimes in-|
fluencing white comrades also, and |
which at moments in the develop-
ment of the work become a very dif-
ficult obstacle in the reaching of the
masses with revolutionary leadership, |

sometimes creating a distinct danger |

of the movement getting into the
hands of our class enemies.

STRI&LE FOR BUILDING PARTY IS STRUGGLE
FOR LEADERSHIP OF MASSES

All of this work can be accom-
olished only by building the Party.
b il g
vhe past year y.
Our dues paying membership is
growing, slowly as yet, bug x
Dues payments in December,

munamlluo‘md‘w.mmmm
n

of develo| of our in
the buudimm -

old influences
the workers, the
doors that are open for us, then we
would have to say that in the year
of 1£34 cur task i3 to become g Party
=7 160,000 to 150 000 members,
how can we think in cush torms when
we grow a few here and there, and
the fluctuation is so great, that we
lose 80 per cent of what we gain?
How can we becomz a mass Party
wheil we approach the building of
the Party in such a careless manner?
The problem is nof & slinpie one.
I{ is net simply a matter of reeruit-

18| mass trade unions in the last

‘ng like reeruliing into an army.
The problera of bujlding the Party
i3 in the first place a problem of a

struggle for the Party line among
the masses. If our recruiting power
is weak, then it is weak because of
the weaknesses of our struggle for
the line of the Party among the

masses,

We have had the development of
year
which we have not recruited
1 per cent into the Party. What does
that mean? It means that in that

H

v Jose it at any moment. The
struggle for the building of the Party
is the struggle for the leadershin cf
the mass moyzment, the struggle for
the line of the Party among th»
masses; and that means alco, planned
work, concentration work, Party dis-
cipline, tha dsvalepmrent of the ac-
tivity of the Party, the bringing of
‘he Party members directly into the
m23s work, the brinzing of the mass
cf our Party mambers into the trade
unions where they are not yet. Most

E

constitutes one of the most positive | |

we must | |
say it has not been followed up seri- | |

work and, in the sécond place, sys-
ematic study of thecry. All of those

things are the concrete features of |

building the Party,
The act of recruitment is
essential but subordinate

a very
part of the

whole thing, a part which incident-
clly is oftcn neglected. Very often
we do. to some degree, make ail of
the other prepar ms for building

the Party, but fail in the final act of
Jviting the worker to come in

and

opening the deor for him. This must
b: more systematically done: we
must have a recruiting ecampaign,
comrades,

How many workers have been

brouzht into our Parly in the last
yeer? Approximately the same num-
ber as in 1932, maybe a little more
or a little less. If we take the last
part of the year it has brought the
average up. In the first part of th:
yeer we fell far below 1932, which
cimply means we did not systematic-
ally take up the questions of reeruit-
ment as a special task. Recruiting in
1234 has got to be on a scale which
we never dreamed of before. If we
come out to the end of this year

STRONGHOLDS
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SHOP PAPERS AS ORGANS OF THE PARTY j’

APPLYING 13th PLENUM DECISIONS

fwithout multiplying our membership
by three or four five times after
making an allowance for all fluctua-
tions, we will have failed in ow
task, in our duty under the present
|situation. This ineans also maore
ous work through the instru-
i of the building of the Party.
{Ard here I smerk rbout the main
instrument for reaching the non-
| Perty masses, thag s, literature, the
| printed word. Our Parly literature,
{end in the first place, the Dails
| Worker, are the main instruments
| of maes azitetion in the direct con-
| t of the Pariy with the messe
| It is the most systematic, the mos:
| reliable, the mosi effective.

{ We have made ceriain progress, es-
| pecially with the Dally Worker, In
| trans’orming it into a mass paper
| We must make it much more of 2
'eading organ, the instrument of the
Party leadership for mass contaci
{than it is yet. The progress that wi
{have already made proves the fre-
| mendous possibilities of using th
| paper for the building of the Par
'for the bullding of the mass orgar

izations,

{ It is not possible to develop a mas
| paper if we allow the eirculation t
| OwW only spontaneously, by itsel
| Nothing happens spontaneously. O:
iit‘ it does heppen spontaneously it i
|50 inndequate that it doesn’t fit th¢
{ situation at all. The Deily Worke
| circulation is growing now as w
{might expect it to grow spon-
| taneocusly; but we musi realize how
| many workers are ready to take th
{ Daily Worlter gladly as thelr paper;
{and the only reason they don't is
because they do not know there is a
| Daily Worker, have never seen i,
{nobody has ever brouzht it to their
|{attention; and they never will se:
it until they pick one up on the
|street or we in an organized, sys-
| tematic, stubborn way, over a period,
| Cevelop the new contacts for the
| Daily Worker amoeng those circles
| that are ready for the Daily Worker
| This is a primary task for the Party;
{and all the other tasks that we have
!cpcl:en about depend upon carrying
out this task.

IN THE SHOPS

Then another feature of the same
.hing—shop papers. Why is it we
eem to have perieds in our Party
when something is fashionable, then

| it goes out of fashion and everybody

forgets about it. Shop papers used
to be very fashionable in our Party,
I can remember when no D, O. would
get up in a Party meeting without
jaying hew many shop papers he had
and what their names were, and now
when we are especially concentrating
upon shop work, no one ever talks
about shop papers. We are going to
penetrate the shcps of the U, S,
Jut we are going to forgct all about
shop papers while we do it! Now we
have another problem. We are not
only penetrating the shops, but we
~re also greatly emphasizing the
‘rade union work; so that when any-
“ody does think of a shop paper now,
well, it must be a trade union shop
naper; so Party shop papers ars be-
‘ng systematically liquidated, even
where a few exist,

What does this mean? How are we
“eing to build the stronshold of the
Party in the shops if in the first place
we ignore and neglect shop papers,
and in the second place when they
ave there we silently azree or actively
assist in  transforming them into
frade union organs, when they should
be Party organs? It is not so very
neessary to have trade union organs
in the shon right now. The t'me
may come when that will be very im-
nortant. The frade union press is
‘mportant, but the plece to davelon
‘he trade urion precs now is troush
the general trade un:on papcrs. And
‘he only oreanization which can
nroperly dovelop a system and not-
work ef shon panars is tha Party or-
manizaticn., We muwst insist thot shon
~apets become an impertant point on
‘he order of business in every section
°nd in every district as well as in the
~entral coffice of the Party. And to
the degree to which we recover our
line on thi. weak sector of the front,
and begin to really ectablish a bat-
tery of* shop papers worthy of the
name, we can begin to perform this
fremendous task we have set our-
selves of establishing the Party
strongholds in the shops.

A word about the language press
Our language press is bhecoming not
of less but of greater imycrtance for
us. It is more importan: than ever
ocfcre, The more we Americanize
our Party and develop Lhe English
press, the Daily Worker, trade union
vress and chop rapers, the more in-
fluential aud effect:ve om language
| bress js becoming among those sec-
|tions of the population which still
|read their original language. 8o it
{is not & question of the development
of the Daily Worker and our English
press making the Preiheit and Elore
fmd all other language papers less
important for us; rather they come
to a new high stage of effectivness
as our Party grows and we bzcome
more effective as a Party. This is
true, however, only if the editoria}
quality, the political quality of ti-se
napers improve at the same time and
keep pace to some dagree with the
development of the Party and the
whole movement. On the whole we
can say this quality is improving:
but on the other hand we must 3a)
it lags even behind the Daily Worlke:
in becoming & Bolshevik mase
Wweapon, and we must state as one of
the tasis of our language buros, tha:
a decisive improvement of the poli-
tical influence among the masses, of
the language papers, is necessary.

A word on the problem ereated by
our Party on the expected and pos-
sible government repression azainst
our movement, problems of illezality
for our Party. To a eertain extent
semi-legality exists in some sections
as in the South, and there is a possi-
bility we may have a very sudden
chenge in the situation in Amerieca
and almost overnitht we mizht be
faced with a condition of {"ezality
for our Party., In svch a world situ-
ation in which we live at the pres-
ent time, such things are possibilities
and probabilities for which we must
{ prevare. The whole problem of the
| systematic development of our cadres
{is a basic thing—the testing and
| knowledge of our cadres and their
| development. Besides this, there are
{all of the special features of organ-
;!ution for the quick possibility of
illegality of our work.

e

THE EIGHTH CONVENTION OF OUR PARTY
IS NOW ON THE ORDER OF THE DAY

All of these features of the tasks
of the Party are foundations on
which must be developed the whole
Party program. All issues lead
directly to the struggle for power
which is on the order of the day for
the international proletariat. All the
problems of the struggle for power
must be raised and clarvified before

the working class today. In clarify-
ing these issues on the basis of the
development of the immediate struz-

gles, we must give more concrete an- |

swers to the workers as to what is
the alternative of the capitalist way
out of the erists, how do the Com-
munists propose to reorganize the
world, how such reorganization must
be brought about and what it will
mean in the life of the workers.
Here we must make use of the les-
sens of the Soviet Union on the bas's
of American conditions and experi-
ences, making uze of a'l of the spacial
feptures of American life which con-
tribute to an explanation of all the
problems of the Sogia'ist reorzaniza-
tion of sc-istr, which is in a ma-
terial way betier prapared in Amer-
ica than anywhere elze in tha world.

The 13th Plenum of the E. C. C. I.
has issued the call for prenarations

| Congress. At the coming Convention

|of our Party we will also have to
'make arrangements for the selection
jof the American delegates to the
éWorld Congress,

| The Eighth Convention of our
| Party is now on the order of the
{day. The Political Committee has
| dlready sent to all members of the
| Central Committee proposals for this

| conveniion, proposing the date for
April 3. We have proposals from
some of the districts that the place
ibe Cleveland. The detajled prob-
jlems of organizing the convention
| will be dealt with separately with o
| special report by Comrade Stachel
' Here I only want to raise the ques-
(tion in its connection with tha whole
| task of the Party; to emphasize that
| the convention and all of jts activities,
| discussions, mestinis and elections
that take place around it, are to be
vsed as inctrumonts for carrying
threcugh ard nepularizing the rasclu-
,tioes and d-cisi~ms of tha Thirtzontk
Plenvm of the F. 0. C. I, th> Oper
Letter of our Eutraord’wssy Part:
Conference, the control tas™s whick
jwe have set ourselves—thot is, the
carrying through ef the decisive turn

of them sre not yet in the trade|for the Socventh World Congress.|to the develowment of a mass move-
unions, and not even in the unem- | This will be held in the latter part  meni, mass organizations. and mass
ployed counclls. It means meking|of 1934, The agenda and (he report- | struggles in the United States under

every Communist a leader of the ers will be publisned aboui the first the

non-Farty masses.

You cannot!of June, and until that time our | Party,

leacdership of the Communist
to consolidate a strong mass

recruil workers into the Party until Party and the other parties have the | Bolshevik Party in the United States
you firs; have won some degree of | duty of making whatever proposals to face the tasks which arise in this

leaderzhip over them, and the weak-

we have in mind for the agenda, and

| country, and to the Ameri-

i prepare
nesses of our Party recruiting, the for the general preparations for the'ean workers for the seizure of power,

.
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