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Are the Decisions of the E. C. C. I.
Plenum to Remain on Paper?

By O. \V. RUUSINEN.

We, Communists, are all very fond of talking

about the development of the Comintern into a

strong international of common action, into a

real Bolshevik world party. But when it comes

to the Communist Parties making the decisions
of an important Comintern session, such as those

of the recent Plenum of- the ECCI, their very

own, and putting them into practice, most of
the Cl Sections still display a great lack of

genuine, live internationalism.
The Congresses of the Second International

can only make decisions with the purpose of
letting them remain on paper. Our Congresses

and Plenums make decisions of a different kind,

and with another object. These decisions are

intended to serve as directives for the revolu-
tionary’ practice of the proletarian class struggle.
Therefore, merely a formal acceptance and pub-
lication of these decisions through our Sections
Is absolutely inadmissable, and goes against their

whole spirit and essence.
And yet it is unfortunately a fact that the de-

cisions of the XI Plenum of the ECCI have

been up till now, over two months after the

Plenum, only formally adopted by most of the

Cl Sections, without leading to further meas-

ures.
This is naturally not a question of interna-

tional Party discipline in the mechanical sense
of the term. Only the enemies of Communism
represent the internal discipline of the Comin-

tern as blind super-centralism, according to
which the Moscow Executive of the Comintern
dictates everything that the Communists of the

various countries have to do or leave undone.

This is a mendacious caricature of Comintern

discipline. By international development of our
Sections we mean something quite different, as
shown by the following:

An international session of the Comintern,
such as the recent Plenums of the ECCI, per-

forms important political work. The members
of the Executive Committee, elected by the World

Congress, and in addition, a considerable number
of other representatives of other Sections from

many countries, come together, in order to study
once more collectively in the course of a fort-

night. the old fighting experiences, analyze the
economic and political situation and lay down

the immediate main tasks of the Comintern. The

result of this collective work, laid down in care-
fully considered resolutions, and theses of the
Plenum, constitutes a result of great political
importance for the Communist movement of the

world. But this result can be lost to a great
extent, if the Sections of the individual coun-
tries do not know HOW TO UTILIZE IT.

What does this utilization mean?

An international session makes chiefly only
GENERAL decisions, appropriated to all the im-

/ rtant countries, it gives the characteristics of

fle INTERNATIONAL situation and lays down
It its directives the GENERAL COURSE of the
Communist Parties for the immediate future.
This is practically its task. It cannot analyze
in detail the conditions of ail the individual
countries, and still less work out whole CON-
CRETE directives for the individual countries

and situations which are rapidly changing. This

should be the work of the individual Sections,
which they are to carry out on the basis of the
decisions of the international session.

But it is precisely regarding this point that we
encounter one of the most characteristic de-
fects in the work of our Sections, to the removal
cf which the Executive of the Comintern has
paid considerable attention lately, and will have
to continue to do so. The XI Plenum of the
feCCI, also called special attention to it by giv-
ing prominence among the serious weaknesses
and defects noticeable in the work of most sec-
tions and “Indicating as special danger in the
conditions of the present, higher stage of the
c!*cs struggle." also to the following defect:

“A mechanical application of GENERAL di-
rectives without their CONCRETIZATION.
with regard to the respective country and the
respective and concrete ease of the class
struggle."

But. there seems to be now the danger of the
general directives given by the XI ECCI Plenum
being also mechanically carried out by many
Comintern Sections. The CP of Germany alone
went immediately and seriously to work regard-
ing the conctetization of the decisions of the XT
Plenum in accord with conditions in Germany.

On the other hand, for instance, the CP of
France, Great Britain, USA and many other
Sections of the Comintern have hitherto, if we
are correctly informed, treated these decisions

rather formally, have so to speak, "taken cog-

nisance of them," which means that for the
time being, the substance of the Plenum decisions
have been the subject of . a couple of short news-
paper articles, and that otherwise the questions
have been put off till the Plenum of the CC;
then at the Plenum of the CC, a report on the
ECCI Plenums was listened to, and after an in-
adequate discussion an equally inadequate res-
olution was adopted, in order to "proceed after
that with the agenda."

However, it is just possible that one or other

of these parties has after all done a LITTLE
MORE, in order to make the results of the
ECCI Plenum its own, but if so, we are not
aware of it. Anyhow, one thing is certain, that
most of the Cl Sections have not yet done jus-

tice to the MOST IMPORTANT tasks arising
for them out of the ECCI Plenum, namely. (11

concretization of these decisions in accord with
the special conditions in their respective coun-
tries: and (2) drawing the whole membership
of the Party into the discussion and concrete
elaboration of the ECCI decisions.

The first of these asks demands a thorough
re-examination of and a reply to a whole series
of very important pressing questions by every
one of the Communist Parties, cn the basis of
the new general resolutions of the ECCI.

The XI Plenum of the ECCI has above all
called attention to the development of the crisis
of the capitalist system, to the accentuation of
the class struggle, to the development of the
revolutionary upsurge, and to the fact that most
of the Cl Sections lag behind the radicalization
of the masses. What are the concrete forms
which these phenomena take in the given in-
dividual country? This must be clearly indi-
cated. The Plenum has given special em-
phasis to the iact that the growth of the revo-
lutionary upsurge is developing unevenly, “in
accord with the degree and tempo of the devel-
opment of the crisis and of the accentuation of
the internal and external contradictions of capi-
talism in the given country.” In countries such
as Germany, Poland, Spain, the Plenum has es-
tablished an upward development of the premises
of the revolutionary crisis. But what about
Prance, Britain, or America, etc. in this report?
What is the tempo and degree of the develop-
ment of the crisis and of the accentuation of
the internal and external contradictions of capi-
talism in these countries? The executive of the
respective Communist Party should have clear-
ly worked out this Immediately after the ECCI
Plenum, beginning hereby a real popularization
of the ECCI decisions in the ranks of the Party.

The XI Plenum gave a general characteristic,
but not separately for every country, of the ruth-
less capitalist offensive against the standard of
living of the workers (mass dismissals and un-
employment, wage cuts, higher taxes, artificially
maintained high retail prices, reduction of so-
cial insurance, etc.), and recorded at the same
time the growing discontent of the wide masses,
a further sharpening of the strike and un-
employment movement, the growth of the oppo-
sition of the petty-bourgeois urban masses, etc.
"What form does this take in our country?”
Every Communist Party should have asked itself
this question. Why? Above all for this reason:
because the ECCI Plenum had to establish the
fact that there were serious defects in most
of the Cl Secctions, which took the following
form:

A policy of Kvostism with regard to a series
of great revolutionary movements: unemploy-
ment demonstrations, strikes and peasant
movements. Lagging behind with regard to
the mobilization of the masses for the defense
of the daily needs of the workers, inadequate
linking up of the struggle for these demands
with the struggle, for proletarian dictatorship.

"In how far does this weakness exist in our
Section? This is what every Communist Party
should have asked itself. It should also serious-
ly consider the measures to be taken. In order
to completely remedy this weakness. The popu-
larization of the decisions of the ECCI at the
Plenum should have been utilized precisely for
the purpose of mobilizing all Party organizations
and members for the struggle against our chief
weaknesses, and final victory over them. In

PARTY LIFE

By BURCK
**• .

“—And they’re telling us to go to war with Soviet R ussia to keep up the standard of living.”

Some New Methods of Building
the Party

By BEATRICE SISKIND
THE lack of method with which to dig down

1 and get the workers is a great shortcoming
in our work. It keeps our Party isolated from
th' masses in many Sections of the country.

We have some experiences in District No. 9
(Minnesota) in our effort to overcome this
shortcoming, especially in the metal mining
areas.

The greatest complaint of the outlying sec-
tions especially was isolation from the masses,
no roots among the miners and farmers, and
little organization among them. The District
Buro discussed this, issued instructions, the or-
ganization department worked out a plan of
work with a view of focusing the attention of
the Party members by giving them definite
quotas and tasks to obtain for the Miners Union,
and the United Farmers League, but things
proceeded slowly and not at all in some units.
There was not enough incentive to begin.

Prior to the 3rd Annual Convention of the
Metal Miners Union in District No. 9, the Buro
had the prospective of moving the Union head-
quarters to Ironwood, and comrade Irma Martin
was sent into that section to strengthen the

which domains above all?
In the struggle against mass unemployment

which has assumed enormous proportions in most
capitalist countries, and is bound to grow still
more. The majority of the Cl Sections have
not yet displayed much activity in regard to
the organizations of the unemployed movement
which has rather developed quite spontaneously.
One of the first conclusions which every indi-
vidual Communist Party should draw, from the
political resolutions of the ECCI Plenum is, that
it must work out immediately concrete meas-
ures capable of strengthening its work in this

domain.
(TO BE CONCLUDED.)

Conducted by the Organization Department of

the Central Committee, Communist Party, U.S.A.

Party. The Party needed to be yanked out of
the Finnish hall, to be orientated to the needs
of the miners and farmers, to the constant
shutting down of the mines and the resultant
increasing unemployment and desperation among
the miners.

In her effort to turn the Party in the direc-
tion of organizing and working among the min-
ers, comrade Martin has taught the Party many

valuable lessons. Sh@ has taught the Party how
to utilize contacts, how to aproachp and work
among the miners who are under the vigilant
eye of the steel spy system.

The first thing she did was to investigate if
any of the South Slav and Italian workers were
readers of the Party press. A list secured of
the language .papers disclosed some readers of
the Radnick, etc. These workers were imme-
diately visited. After several meetings to which
the readers of the press brought other reliable
workers, a good number joined the Miners
Union. The comrades tell how the delighted
workers were to have organizers come to them.

Also they took special note of the fact that the
organizers were ever cautious not to expose the
miners; they came in the evenings and made
themselves as inconspicuous »s possible. The

miners in order to keep their jobs must outwit
the spy system.

With the information secured from these
workers, the Party unit in Ironwood issued, for
the first time in its history, a mine bulletin.

The bulletin was so rich with experiences of the
workers in the mines and their conditions, that
it helped bring both the Party and the Union

before the workers in sharper and clearer form
than even the house meetings did

This work started in the early part of March
continued steadily. With the help of the bul-
letin further contacts were gr>

+ ton thru the
workers already in the Union. V.'" have suc-
ceeded in forming two groups inside the mines
which will develop into Mine committees with

consistent work.
Let us see what this method of wr ork did to

the Party: The Party in the Ironwood Sec-

tion was a sectarian Party, composed exclusively
of Finnish comrades, who devoted their major
activity to the Finnish club and Cooperatives.
This work although valuable and a necessary
form of mass work, was not utilized sufficiently
to bring the workers of the clubs into the Trade
Union Unity League and to lead the unem-
ployed workers into struggle. The Party unit in

Ironwood was not a political body working
among the workers of all nationalities but a
fraction of the Finnish mass organizations.

The method of going to the homes of the
miners of all nationalities and bringing them
into the movement proved to the Finnish com-
rades better than a thousand resolutions could
have, that their alibi that “Finns cannot work
among other nationalities” is all wrong. It made
a tremendous step forward in breaking the iso-
lation of the Party and in putting the Party
forward in the steel town cf ironwood ?: the
leader of the struggle of the i.::"""':.

The culmination point of this correct method
of approach was the successful May Day de-
monstration in Ironwood, which saw 1.000 work-
ers of four different nationalities cn the streets
demonstrating under the banner of the Party.
Prior to the demonstration two more shop bul-
letins were issued and eight new South Slav
miners joined the Party during the demonstra-
tion. The Union was considerably strengthened.

A note wirthy lesson can be drawn from the
May Firr Demonstration in Ironwood and that

is that f'.e campaign was not only linked up
with th" foreign born campaign against the
“Alien Registration Bill” in Michigan and the
local issues of the miners, but the visiting of
the miners, the distribution of leaflets, the house
meetings Aith miners, were al! preliminary to
the May Day demonstration, while building the
Party and the Union, The turnout on May
Day was a culmination and a result rather than
an accidental beginning, as is the case with
many of our demonstrations, when the com-
rades are surprised to see the turnout and allow
them to disperse without organizational results.

One way of defending tile Soviet

Union is to spread among the

workers “Soviet ‘Forced Labor,’ ”

by Max Bedacht, 10 cents per copy.

This is the last of three articles written by a worker who spent five years on differ-
ent battle fronts in the last war. The articles narrate some of the personal experiences of
the writer.

ARTICLE 111

War veterans from all countries, you have still
fresh in your memory on this 17th anniversary of the
World War. the long years of horrors and hell at the
front. The destroyed regions, the millions and millions
of dead, the millions of mutilated in the battles, the
hundreds of thousands of dead from hunger, the suf-
ferings in the prison camps, the thousands of dead in
the military prisons, the thousands shot, behind the
front whose names are unknown and the many and
many classified as lost, the thousands who died of
starvation in the towns and villages, of all the beliger-
ent countries, the millions of undernourished children
who are today the new generation and are slated in
the army camps of today as the new cannon fodder
for the impending imperialist war

You remember this all and you know that it was
for the fatherland of the profiteers. You know also
that thousands and thousands of those poisoned by gas
are still having daily convulsions, the mutilated of the
last imperialist -war are still confined to hospitals far
from the eyes of the public, hidden to prevent their
mutilated bodies, their monstrous faces from showing
the real face of war, to prevent their appearance in
public from spoiling the patriotic carnivals on the
graves of those who perished-

Thousands and thousands of you who are physically
ruined, crippled by the last slaughter, who still carry
bullets in your bodies, but no longer regarded as in-
valids by the governmental medical commissions, you
who are no longer able to work, who are slowly dying,
remember all this. You ask together with us, with the
millions of veterans: “What was it that we went
through this hell for?" What was it that all these
millions were sacrificed for that were killed in the
greet war. either by the slow process of starvation or
by the quick route of a bullet?

We were told that we were fighting to make the
world safe for democracy.

That is what we w'ere told: but w'hat we got was
different We got, a bloody dictatorship in Yugoslavia
which, during the last years has murdered cold-
bloodedly thousands nf workers and peasants. We got

fascism In Italy which Is torturing and murdering the

masses of Italy by the command of Mussolini. We got
a dictatorial police rule in Germany which suspends
the constitution in the name of the constitution and
organizes political murder of the militant workers. We
got the beastial Horthy regime in Hungary. And last
but not, least, we got the liquidation of the rights of
Ihe workers in America to organize, to speak, to as-
semble; we got deportation as punishment for partici-
pation in strikes; we got a dictatorship of capitalism
with its Ku Klux Klan, its American Legion, and its
organized underworld used as extra governmental in-
struments of terrorism against the masses.

We were told that we were fighting for the self-
determination of the peoples.

That is what we were told: but what we got was
different. We got Southern Tyrol under the iron heel
of the Italian fascist dictatorship: we got oppressed
minorities in Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia; we got
Bessarabia under the bloody control of the Roumanian
landlords; we got Ukrainian peasants expropriated and
exploited by a dictatorship in Poland. We got the
Philippines calling in vain for the realization of a prom-
ise for their independence.

were told that we were fighting to end all wars.
That Is what we were told. But what we got is

war In permanency. We fiave now the burden of more
armaments than ever. The desire for peace and the
struggle against armaments is punished by all capi-
talist governments as a capital crime.

We were told that we were fighting to establish
equal rights for American citizens. The black workers
of the United States were led to the slaughter on the
battle fields of Europe with the promise that the dis-
crimination against them shall cease.

That Is what we were told; but what we got was
different. We got more lynching* than ever; these
lynclrtpgs are augmented by dastardly frame-ups

against black workers; Jim Crowism reigns as supreme
in the South as ever it did before the war. The Negro

masses are as oppressed and as exploited as they ever
were before the war.

The World War taught us something. It taught
us to die. unflinchingly But it also taught us that
when the capitalists call upon us to die for high-
sounding ideals, they really want us to die for their
profits.

We are not against sacrifices. We are not afraid
to fight; we have learned to fight. We were face to
face with death long enough not to be frightened bv

iti But the experiences of the last war taught us that
if we are to sacrifice, if we are to fight, if we are to
meet death, we shall do It. defending our own Interests,
the interests of the masses and not th° pocketbooks of
the few capitalists.

That is why the masses of veterans look with con-
tempi upon those few who allow themselves to be par-
aded and used to whip up a new war spirit. The of-
ficers and capitalist* who organize and lead these
parades know the war only through field glasses. We
have suffered in it; we have given our blood in It; we
do not want another war except It be a war defending
our own interests.

On this 17th anniversary of the World War, on the
coming August First, the millions of war veterans and
especially the cripples and victims of that war must re-
member! But also the gentlemen of the bourgeoisie
must remember. They must remember that millions of
men have been steeled for struggle in the suffering
and in the horrors in the last war; they must remem-
ber that these men are not afraid of anything: they
must remember that these men have used arms for
year* and know how to use them. They must remem-
ber that they hnvp learned the true worth nf their
so-called fatherland In the last war and are no longer'

A WAR VETERAN’S CALL AGAINST WAR
willing to sacrifice their lives and limbs for the pocket-
books and profits of their rulers. The years of suf-
fering in the war, the disillusionment after the war,

the hungering of the "war heroes” on the bread lines
while the war profiteers are enjoying the fruits of
their war business have transformed millions of vet-
erans Into revolutionists- If they take up arms again,
they will no longer direct them against their brothers
on the other side of the capitalist frontier. They will
make common cause with these brothers against the
capitalists. Millions of veterans have learned from
their experience that to defeat war one cannot use the
weapons of pacifism. To defeat war the weapons of
war must be used. These weapons must be used to
make an end of the many capitalist fatherlands and
establish in their places a world union of workers'
republics.

All the war veterans must organize to fight against
lu* approaching new Imperialist war. On August First
they must join the marching battalions of the work-
ers’ anti-war demonstration. They must help fighting
against a contemplated war against the Soviet Union.
They must resist the efforts of the patriotic profiteers
and their army officers to whip up a new war spirit
in the parades of legions with masses and medals. All
of these veterans must demonsfr*t* to tell the new
generation about the horrors of the war, about the de-
ception of the war makers and about the duty of the
worker In uniform.

All must come out to throw into the face of the
bourgeois the challenge of their determination to fight
against any new imperialist war. These veterans must
march at the head of the demonstrating battalions of
workers and farmers on the First of August- Together
with them they will form some day the detachments of
a workers’ army in the capitalist countries. This
workers' army will defeat the imperialist war by trans-
forming it into a struggle against capitalism for the
overthrow of the capitalist system and for the establish-
ment of the proletarian dictatorship. That alone is
guarantee for world peace. That alone Is guarantee for
the world's freedom. That alone will establish the base
for the building of socialism, a society without war,
without exploitation, and without oppression.

_____ By JORGB ______

He “Does Not Choose” to
Write

Do you recall, gentle reader, how the world,
especially the well-known “heart of the world,”
turned over on its back and moaned with sor-
row when, late in June, it was announced that
Calvin Coolidge would no longer contribute a
“column” every day to tell the waiting universe
that which he thought was good for its soul?

You surely recall his column, asstnine from
the opening letter to the last period. Alas, that
amusement is no longer with us. Cal told us
that “Brains need a vacation." But whose
brains?”

Ah, there's the little difficulty. Because, lo
and behold! It turns out that Coolidge never
wrote “his" column at all! The fellow who did
write them Is named Herman Beaty, who was
a, former capitalist newspaper correspondent in
Washington, to whom Coolidge took a fancy.
Just tell that to any of the Goof brothers who
ate up Calvin’s stuff. And tell them that not
we Communists, but the capitalist paper, the
N. Y. Mirror of July 22, says so.

How did the “vacation for brains happen?
Why did the “Coolidge” articles stop? We’ll
tell you that also. And also from the same
authority, which says: “The reason why they
were stopped is not that Mr. Coolidge needed a
holiday, but that Mr. Beaty and Mr. Coolidge's

stenographer were too romantic to please Cal.”
So! The sinners were “carryin’ on” right un-

der Cal’s Vermont nose! The nation’s morals
were at stake, somebody’s morals, anyhow. Thus
Mr. Beaty had to go, and Coolidge has to look
around for a safe guy like the sultans of Turkey
used to keep around to wash the windows.

But we’ll bet that he’ll look far and wide be-
fore he can find any other guy that can break
all records by writing stuff that Is so dumb that
nobody knows that Cooldige don’t write it him-
self.

• • »

Wanted: Young
Cannon Fodder

But for “peace”. Oh, yes! We read about it in
the London “Daily Herald”, known as the organ
of the British "labor” party headed by the "so-
cialist” MacDonald.

In one page we see a long article by Harold
Laski, telling how MacDonald, Lloyd George and
Baldwin, leaders of the three capitalist parties
of England, met on the same platform and
spouted guff about “no more war”.

But on another page of the same paper we
read:

“WANTED FOR THE ROYAL NAVY”—in
the headline, and below it:

“Boys, brju’it, intelligent and will educated
hoys for training. Age 15 years io 16 years and
6 months. Excellent chances of promotion for
sharp boys. NOTE: The lower limit of age for
entry of boys has now been reduced to 15
years.”

So the "pacifist” Ramsay MacDonald, leader
of the Second "Socialist” International, ha.
“lowered the age limit” to get 15 year old boys
into the British Royal Navy!

Do you think it is for peace? Do you see the
lie in the “peace” talk? Then out onto the street
August. First to protest at the coming impe-
rialist war!

• * *

More “Socialist” Economics
When we commented the other day on Ram-

say MacDonald's speech at the opening of the
Seven Power Conference, where they “adopted"
something that nobody can identify, we. didnt
tell half.

Now we have before us a copy of t'he London
“Daily Herald” of July 14. the organ of the so-
called "labor” party and semi-official organ of
the “labor” government, both headed by the “so-
cialist”, MacDonald.

From it we learn one of the reasons w'hy the
British pound sterling has been falling in inter-
national exchange. It couldn't help doing so,
when world bankers learn that the British pre-
mier puts out such rotten economics, some sam-
ples of which we give below.

Some handpicked committee, such as Hoover
appoints and never takes off the payroll, called
the MacMillan Committee, has agreed with
MacDonald that: “The rapid fall in prices is one
of the prime causes of unemployment and bad
trade.” It gees on to razz the devil out of the
Bank of England, so we learn that the''labor”
government is at outs with the Bank.

Further along the Daily Herald editorial says
that:

“It would be disastrous to bring wages and
salaries down to harmony with present price
levels, that it is absolutely essential to raise a
long way above the present levels."
This “socialist” swindler tries to make out

that, first, wages have not already been “brought
down"; secondly, he talks as if a raise of prices

is not, of itself,"a reduction of wages.
So MacDonald wants the Bank of England to

do something, it being evident that the crisis is
tearing at the economic base of MacDonald's
political prestige. So he says:

“Inflation—and it is folly to be frightened
by a word—is the only possible remedy. Not
a mad, but a sensible inflation.”

Don’t go entirely crazy and jump from the top
of a sky-scraper to the street: but it's all right to
be a little off your nut and Jump from the top to

down about half way.
That’s “sensible” isn't it? No! Well that’s “so-

cialist” economics.

District, Section and Unit
Literature Agents

Do yon have your supply of AUGUST
FIRST PAMPHLETS?

Only a few days left!
See that you are supplied with the following
pamphlets at your August First Demonstrations
Anti-Soviet Lies and the Five Year Plan 10c

by Max Bedacht
“Soviet Dumping” Fable, by M. Litvinov 2c
Revolutionary Struggle Against War vs.

Pacifism, by Alex Blttelman Sc

Life In the U. S. Army, by Walter Trumbull 10c
Don't fall to act at once to get your literature!

CENTRAL AGITPROP DEPT.
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Are the Decisions of the E. C. C. I.
Plenum to Remain on Paper?

(Concluded from yestrday’s issue.)

By O. W. KUUSINEN.
'

Matters are no better but rather worse In re-
gard to the strike movements, with only a few
exceptions. As a rule we do not yet know what

practical preparation of a strike movement
means, we are unable to give a correct lead to
the struggle for the independent leadership of
the strike, with the utilization of the tactics of
the united front from below, neither do wc know

how to prepare the mass of the strikers for the
almost inevitable eventuality that the reformists
will strike by their maneuvers. It is, however,

high time for the Communists to learn wliat a
correct revolutionary strike tactic means. In en-
terprises where Communists have only a few
followers and yet advocate a strike without mak-
ing the least effort to draw the followers of the
reformists into it, they can even spoil the best
opportunities of the movement. This is by no
means a rare occurrence, for instance, in France
where the fighting spirit of the masses is on
the Increase, but the confidence of the masses
that the Communists know how to lead the
struggle correctly is frequently undermined

through the mistakes of our comrades.
This is mainly a question of our Comrades

in the various countries having to learn how to

apply in the preparation of mass demonstra-
tions. forms of the UNITED FRONT FROM
BELOW capable of drawing into these demon-
strations broad masses of men and women work-

ers. young workers. the unemployed, as well as
office workers, semi-proletarian strata.

According to the XI ECCI Plenum, "this de-
mands. apart from a careful consideration of the
general situation, a careful consideration of the
situation and correlation of forces in the vari-
ous branches of production, as well as in every

enterprise, a careful consideration of all the pe-

culiarities of the position of the various strata

of the working class, and also the application of
suitable concrete fighting methods; economic
strike, short protest strike, revolutionary dem-
onstration, political mass strike. This demands

an energetic struggle against the Right danger,
against any forms of opportunism, against a
Kvostist policy, passivity and sectarianism.’’

In regard to the organizational reinforcement
of the Red Trade Unions and Revolutionary Op-
position in the reformist trade unions, we are
considerably behind the existing possibilities in
all the capitalist countries, especially In the
United States and Britain, but also in Germany,
Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, etc. And yet, for the
organisation of a broad and strong counter-
attack of the proletariat against the capitalist
offensive, a strong, organized mass basis in the
form of the revolutionary trade union movement
is an essential prerequisite.—“ What measures,
new, important measures must be taken imme-
diately in our country in this domain?’’, this is
one of the concrete questions which should be
considered in every Party in connection with the
ECCI decisions. "What are the best means of
getting into the reformist trade unions? Is it
above all by strengthening our work in the
factories? But how can we really strengthen this
work? Is it not, for instance, expedient to use
unemployed workers who ar« in synmpathy with
us for the strengthening of this work? How are
we to make them fit for this purpose?” etc., etc.

With regard to the struggle against the bour-
geois dictatorship in all its forms: The XI Ple-
num criticized the mistakes made in this do-
main, and made it incumbent on the individual
sec’ions to develop better their fighting methods
against the concrete forms of the bourgeois dic-
tatorship and fascist movement which exists in
every country. Has this already been done? Only
in a very few countries I think. Neither were
the directives of the Plenum for the conquest of
the toiling peasant masses as allies of the pro-
letariat in the struggle against bourgeois dicta-
torship meant to remain on paper. The Commu-
nist Party of Germany has shown in its pro-
gramme of aid to the farmers an example of
how concretely to apply the directives of the
ECCI.

With regard to the struggle against imperialist
wars and the war of intervention against the
Soviet Union: The XI Plenum emphasized the
inadequate work of the Communist Parties in
regard to the struggle against the direct danger
of a war of intervention, and placed all the Cl
sections under the obligation to carry on an en-
ergetic struggle for the defense of the S. U.,
against imperialist wars and for peace, exposing
at the same time the infamous pacifist maneu-
vers of the Second Social Fascist International,
the most active instigator and organizer of the
counter-revolutionary war against the Soviet
Union.’’ It is also essential to expose the ma-
neuvers which some of the imperialist govern-
ments, and lately also the French government,
are compelled to undertake. Simultaneously, the
Plenum urged all the sections to struggle against
intervention in ¦ the Soviet districts of China,

and also to give an impetus to anti-imperialist

activity and to the struggle for the winning over
of the working youth.

By means of facts, the XI Plenum fully dem-
onstrated the counter-revolutionary role of the
International Social Democracy, as the main so-
cial prop of the bourgeoisie in its struggle
against the proletariat, and the political educa-
tion therefrom was formulated by the Plenum
thus:

“Therefore the exposure of social democracy

and the Second International, the release of
the tolling masses from the influence of social
democracy, the isolation and defeat of social
democracy are the immediate and most urgent
tasks of the Communist Parties.

If this does not place every C. I. Section under
the obligation to examine once more and to de-
velop further the methods of Its struggle against
social democracy, then the convocation of inter-

; tlonal sessions of the Eexecutive Committee of

I the Comintern is utterly useless.
The ECCI Plenum itself has already given in

! its political resolution a series of directives as to
how the struggle against the social democratic
reformist leaders is to be conducted during the
preparation and development of all revolution-
ary activities. But the Plenum has naturally
left It to the individual sections to work out the
concrete forms, methods aud slogans of the
struggle in accord with the local conditions in

the respective countries. In Britain, for in-
stance, the Executive of the Labour Party de-
ceives large masses of workers with the "Argu-
ment” that the MacDonald government has not
a free hand to carry on a radical Labour policy,
because it is still a minority government, but

that it is certainly better than a conservative
government. ..

. This is a British variety of
the swindle indulged in by the German Police-,

Socialists who try to make it out to the German
workers that the Bruening government is the

“lesser evil.” This must be exposed in England in
true English fashion. In another country again
in a different manner.

The ECCI Plenum said: "On the basis of a
concrete platform of every-day demands, and by
means of methods intelligible to the masses,
the C. I. Sections must expose every treacherous
act of the social democrats. Wherever Commu-
nists do not develop an adequate activity in the
struggle against the Right danger within the
parties, apply mechanically the correct "class
against class” tactic without considering the
stage of development of the Communist move-
ment, wherever they do not apply it concretely,
in accord with the special conditions of their
country, and identify without reservation social
fascism with fascism, the social fascist leaders
with the ordinary social democratic workers,
they weaken hereby their own independent lead-
ership of the class struggle and the offensive
character of their struggle against the Social
Democrats, and allow the latter to carry out
their struggle against the social democrats, and
allow the latter to carry out their sham maneu-
vers against fascism, and to deceive the masses
who are following them.”

Thus, the decisions of the ECCI Plenum were
certainly not intended to be looked upon as a
finished work of art which one hangs up and
admires. On the contrary, through these deci-
sions a whole series of tasks were imposed on
the individual C. I. Sections with a view to their
further elaboration and concretization. This is
the most important part, of the work which re-
mained to be done by the Sections, and which
has not yet been done. But this work must be
done. The Political Secretariat of the ECCI
thinks that the Sections must be emphatically
reminded of this duty.

This is not a matter only for the Party ex-
ecutive. The whole Party, all its organizations

and members are to be drawn into the discus-
sion and elaboration of the decisions of the
ECCI Plenum. Every Party organ and every nu-
cleus is to participate in the examination and
concretization of these tasks. There mlist be
healthy comradely self-criticism regarding Party
work with the object of improving it.

Without such broad collective working out of
the questions in the Party, the result which the
Plenum of the ECCI set itself, cannot be at-
tained. It goes without saying that the leading
Party organs must guide, organize and control
this collective consideration of the questions, dis-
tribute the necessary material which is to serve
as a basis for the discussion, issue political in-
structions, in order to help the lower organiza-
tions to deal with the questions correctly, etc.
Nothing sensible can be achieved if things are
left to look after themselves.

If part of what I have mentioned here has al-
ready been carried out by this or that Section,
all the better. But what has been left undone
must be done immediately. Comrades, see to
this everywhere with true Bolshevik energy! The
result of the XI Plenum must not be allowed to
go past our Parties without leaving a deeper
impression.

“You Send the Reliet and We’ll
Do the Rest”

'By an Ohio Miner)

I AM WRITING to give you the real low-down
* on our strike in Ohio here. I can’t write good,
but I'll do my best. Since the very first day
of the strike, every picket line hereabouts was
clubbed and gassed by the law. And every day
the law thinks it smashed our strike for good
and all, and the newspapers crow that "the
trouble in the Ohio strike fields is over " But
troubles there’s plenty of.

Where there ain’t a strike, the miners are
starving anyway, so they want our organizers
to go yonder to organize them to strike against
their troubles.

The bosses have plenty troubles, because they
ain't producing coAl, and they’re going to have
plenty more troubles until they quit hogging all
the profits and we make them give us some of
them.

The law's having troubles too. because they
can’t get us stubborn mules to see that starving
quiet-like is being good law-abiding citizens, and
no amount of shooting, clubbing, gassing and
hell-raising can put a mite of sense into the
heads of us strikers. Because if deciding to
win a strike and fighting that way is a crime,
we’re all mighty tough criminals.

And we strikers are having our troubles, too

But while they are bad troubles, and I'll tel!
vou all about them soon, we have a will like

iteel and it can't be broke.
while thev fight us because they want to

hold onto their money bags and arrest and
beat and even kill—every one of us strikers, and
all our women, down to our littlest children, we
all know that It’s starvation we’re fighting
against—and we’ve got to win!

Our lives depend on it! And I tell you we
know we’re going to win.

Now about our troubles. I’ll tell you the big-
gest one first—we’re awful hungry. We can
stand It, but the kids and some of the women
can’t. If It wasn’t for our relief committee,
the Pennsylvania-Ohio Striking Miners’ Relief
Committee—l don’t know what would have hap-
pened to us. We sure count them one fine
trouble-chaser.

But the trouble is there’s so many of us, and
I can promise you there’ll be plenty more of
us strikers mighty soon, and that’ll mean plenty
trouble for the relief to feed them. But our
relief fellers say that's the kind of trouble they
like—spreading the strike so that we force the
operators to give In to our demands, and win
the strike.

You see. Its this way we run the relief. In
each mine, we elect a relief committee. They
go out and collect all they can. but that ain’t
ever enough to feed more than a few families.
Then we have a section relief, one member from
each mine. Then of course, there's the big

! headquarters in Pittsburgh—and (hey got the

I ':!? job. Because tHy got to raise enough to
send Into all the sections, and the sections

PARTY LIFE
Conducted by the Org. Dept. Centigl Com-
mittee, Communist Party, U. S. A.

To the New Party Members in
the Striking Coal Fields

DSAR COMRADES:
The District Committee of the Pittsburgh

District. (District No. 5), Communist Party,

welcomes you as a new member in the ranks

of the Communist Party.

The fact that the best fighting strikers have
joined the Communist Party, that members of
the local and section strike committees, relief
committees, etc., and those who fight most mili-
tantly on the picket lines have joined the ranks
of the Communist Party, is an important event
for the class of this country.

You have seen in this strike how the Com-
munist Party has thrown all its force into tak-
ing an active and leading part in the conduct-
ing of the miners’ struggle against starvation.
Many of the leaders in the struggle are members
of the Communist Party. Through its units and
section committees, the Communist Party has
almost daily discussed the strike and taken steps
to strengthen, the work in every way. It is the
same in all struggles of the workers. The
Party is now actively supporting the textile
strikes in Pawtucket and Paterson, the needle
trades struggle in New York City, and the strug-
gle of the steel workers to organize into the rev-
olutionary unions of the Trade Union Unity
League.

You have joined the Party of your class, the
only political Party which fights at all times
and on all fronts in the interest of the working
class against the bosses. The Communist Party
in all industries and in all phases of the class
struggle is the best organized, most militant,
most class conscious section of the working class,

Our Party, the Communist Party has been
able to lead the struggles of the workers be-
cause of its working class discipline. We are a
working class army. The working class is fight-

ing many enemies—the bosses’ government, the
yellow dogs and state police, the courts, the stool
pigeons, the scabs of the UMWA, and the other
A. F. of L. unions, the Musteites. Only through
a working class discipline can we successfully
fight our enemies. The Party members are fight-
ing in the front line trenches of the class strug-
gle. We express our opinions freely ih our unit
end other Party meetings. But when a deci-
sion is made by a majority vote, everyone car-
ries out the decisions. We all act together on
the same working class line. This is our
strength. If every Party member acted in a
different way. one marching to tha right, one to
the left, we would not be strong, and the bosses
would crush us. The great leader of the world
revolutionary movement, Lenin, said that with-
out such working class discipline It is Impos-
sible to carry on a successful struggle.

The Communist Party has been very much
strengthened by the fact that hundreds of you
militant miners have joined our ranks. The fact

divide up.
And it’s to them I’d like you to be sending all

you can to. Their address is Room 205, 611
Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa.

We’ll handle the picket lines our own selves,
thank you. and take care of spreading that’s
needed. The troubles we ask you to take over
Is to see that our children don't starve while
we’re doing this. And after our feeding trou-
ble, if you'll see what you can do about shoes,
because it’s tough walking on picket lines with
swollen feet that begin to bleed sometimes. And
we say to you—ls you do this, that’s standing
by us and we’ll do the same for you some day
when you’re needing us!

We’re workers fighting against the bosses for
the right to live decent, and if you workers
stand by us—l tell you straight out, the bosses
and the law and the United Mine Workers that's
working with them will find their troubles pil-
ing into a mountain that they can’t get rid
of by shootings, or evictions, or clubbings or
gassings—we’ll be on top, and they’ll have to
come across with an agreement!

You send the few dollars we need to buy
bread—each one of you that's with us. right to
the Penn.-Ohio Striking Miners’ Relief Com-
mittee, 611 Penn Ave. Pittsburgh, Pa —and
we’ll do the rer’-'
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“YOUR COUNTRY CALLS!” *

ByBURCK

CAMP HILL
By EUGENE GORDON.

certain inspired “leaders” are advis-

ing Negroes to "strike out along new lines"

and, imitating Ford and Rockefeller, become
billionaires, a group of black farm workers at
Camp Hill. Alabama, have actually struck out
along new lines. They refused to scamper In
terror from the hired thugs and the blood-
hounds of rich Alabama landowners. Such an
organized stand among Negroes in the South is
so unusual, dominated as they, have been for
generations by rabbit philosophy, and more re-
cently by the compromising “justice"-seeking of
the N. A. A. C. P., that not only is ruling class
Alabama dumbfounded, but entrenched Negro
leadership is dismayed.

The reference In the daily press to “Negro
reds” is significant. Although the black masses
of the South have much to learn about organ-
ization, what they have already done is encour-
aging. Acceptance of the International Labor
Defense leadership in this particular instance
shows both sense and courage.

One of the mistakes frequently made in the
past was that those who fought back did so
in individual and scattered instances. They
were seldom organized- It was inevitable that,
pitted against the shotguns, rifles, and blood-
hounds of their ruling class oppressors, they

should be overwhelmed. The Negro’s courage,
when properly directed, is always magnificent;
but he must learn that the most magnificent
courage is futility when expended by individuals
against organized ruthlessness of ruling class
terrorism. Thus, there is only ene course for
the oppressed share-cropper, tenant farmer, and

that you have joined the Party means that your
work will be much more valuable to the miners
and the working class than before. You will be
able to take part in the organization and leader-
ship of ALL the struggles of the workers, of the
great international August First demonstrations
against war, of the struggles in defense of the

Soviet Union, of the struggle for full equality

for Negro workers, of the struggle in defense of
the foreign-born, against the persecutions of
the bosses’ government, of the struggle to or-
ganize all the workers into the revolutionary
unions of the Trade Union Unity League, of
which the National Miners’ Union is a part.

In the coming election campaign, where the
Communist Party will have its own candidates
on a working-class program, all of these cam-
paigns of the working class will be connected,
and our election campaign will expose the way
in which the bosses’ government oppresses the
workers and will put forth the immediate de-
mands for Unemployment Insurance. Abolition
of Injunction, the Right to Organize, Strike and
Picket, Abolition of Deputy Sheriffs and State
Police, etc.

As a member of the Communist Party, you are
linked up with the international struggle of the
workers against world imperialism, with the
heroic struggle of the Chinese Soviets, with the
rapidly advancing German revolution, with the
struggle of the Russian workers and peasants to
rush the completion of the Five Year Plan. All
these struggles are led by the Communist Inter-
national, the world Party of Communism—of
which the Communist Party of the United
States Is a section.

We greet you, then, in the name of the Pitts-
burgh District Committee of the Communist
Party. Together we will hammer out a strong
organization, recruiting still more hundreds of
miners, steel workers, unemployed workers, etc.,
Into the Party, and through our units and sec-
tion committees, build a mass organization,
which will at all times defend the Interests of
the working-class, which will be the backbone
of the present strike of the miners and the
greater struggles which are before us. and carry
on the struggle for the complete emaniepation
of the workers from the bonds of starvation
Imposed by this rotten capitalist system.

Fraternally,

CARL PRICE

For the District Committee.
District Organizer,
Pittsburgh District.

farm hand to take, and that is the historic
course of organization under competent and
trustworthy working class leadership.

For generations the South’s Negro farm work-
ers have been robbed and oppressed. Neither
prayers to their white Heavenly Father nor
politely-worded appeals to their torturers have
brought relief. Protests only invited bloody re-
prisals, and attempts at organization resulted
in massacre. The Camp Hill situation differs
from the Elaine, Arkansas, case in this one par-
ticular: this time the blacks have the dual in-
terests of protesting against the intended state
murder of nine fellow workers and of protect-
ing its members against exploitation and per-
secution. But the Camp Hill organization is
branded with the same charge that was stuck
upon the men at Elaine: organizing to “rise
against the whites.” It is the sight of their
own bloody hands, a consciousness of their own
guilt, and the appalling realization that Negro
and whit- workers are uniting to fight the
white be :es, that drive the Alabama slave
drivers to shout their stencilled defense. They
know the crimes they have committed against
black workers for generations.

The organizational methods of the Negro
toilers are pitiably imperfect, but they will im-
prove. These defenseless blacks will not long
remain defenseless, for they could find no bet-
ter equipped, more militant, and more efficient
leadership than that of the International Labor
Defense, and the League of Struggle for Negro
Rights. It is clear that to expect leadership in
this instance from the Nice Association for the
Advantage of Certain Persons is absurd.

The I. L. D. was the first organization to issue
to the press the real Interpretation of the Ala-
bama struggle. Within 45 minutes of the break-
ing of the Camp Hill story, the I. L. D. gave
the Share Croppers’ Union demands to the
press of the country, |outlining the economic
background of the struggle. The southern of-
fice of this militant body immediately protested
to the governor and the chief of police, while
the national office followed within an hour or
two. The N. A. A. C. P. has neither protested
nor offered to defend the imprisoned black
workers. The only evidence the Association has
shown that it knows the struggle is going on
at Camp Hill is Mr. William Pickens’ denial
that the N. A. A. C. P. had anything to do
with It. He told the daily press that it W’as

these awful reds again, who are trying “to de-
liberately muddle the matter and stir up
trouble.”

That statement of the N. A- A. C. P.'s charac-
terizes the attitude of Nice People everywhere;
nice, respectable folks who shudder daintily. We
must not “stir up trouble.” Let the ruling class
rape and plunder and murder; let it invade
workers’ homes and churches, burning these
structures to express Its hatred and contempt;
let It swagger and bludgeon; let it spit in your
face; but, for god’s sake, don’t raise a hand!
Don't so much as make a gesture of defending
your face from the bully’s spit! Don't! It
might “stir up trouble!”

Ready to Attack the Soviet.
Union

“ Tire army is better organized, better trained,
better equipped, better housed, better offi-
cered than ever before in peace. We are making
steady constructive progress in the development
of mechanical equipment for combat purposes.
We have now reached the state where we can
combine the mechanical quipment into formid-
able fighting units. Machines are being substi-
tuted for animals. These organizational changes
keep us abreast or ahead of the current military
trend.” Secretary of War Hurley, May 30. 1931,
over Columbia broadcasting network.

Hurley boasts that the United States army Is
ready for the attack on the Soviet Union. The
workers must be prepared to answer this at-
tack. Answer the war preparations of the United
States by a series of mighty protest meetings on
August First. On the streets on International
Red Day, Defend the Soviet Union!

—¦ By JORGB
,

It’s Good For the Soul }
Addressing the London School of Economics

and Political Science, the Marquis of Lothian,
according to the N. Y. Times of July 26. said,
in part:

“I confess that the prophecies of Marx and
Lenin about the inevitable development of
modem Western society are being realised
with the most uncomfortable accuracy.'’

• * *

Labor Lord Mayor Pickles
If any one wonders why British workers art

moving over from the “labor” party to the Com-
munist Party, they should read the following
news Item from the "labor” party newspaper,
the London “Daily Herald” of July 14, appearing
under the headline: "Unselfish Strikers ¦”

A big demonstration by woolcombers now
on strike against wage reductions was planned
to take place yesterday outside Peel Park,
Bradford (Yorks), where Frince George opened
the city’s historical pageant. On representa-
tion from the Labor Lord Mayor (Alderman
A. Pickles), it was, however, postponed until
today. Alderman Pickles pointed out that the

demonstration might spoil the atmosphere for
forthcoming negotiations.”

Some day. when the British workers want te
make a revolution, the so-called “labor” party
will tel ’em that they have to put it off, because
the Prince of Wales is dated up for unveiling a
monument on the anniversary es William the
Conqueror changing h!s shirt,

* * *

1, 2. 3 —Just Like That!
And the revolution is over! So, anyhow, says

some simple sketches for simple people, pub-
lished—so a reader who sent us In the cup-
ping noted—in the Houston, Texas, “Post Dis-
patch” of July 20. We’ll have to explain these
sketches. They are the work of stupidity raised
to the stature genius.

First, we are informed that—“With the lead-
ers of the revolution trapped In the castle dun-
geons, Jane is victorious for the moment, but
she is still alone In a castle filled with enemy
troops.” Along with this is a pen and ink
princess with a yard of peaxl necklace, long
pendant ear-rings and a trailing gown, saying:
“The officers wouldn't trust me but perhaps the
men will if they still think I’m their princess.”

i So she goes after them with less to offer than
Queen Katherine of old Russia, and the next
sketch shows her on a soap box making a speech
to the soldiers, as follows: “And so, with your
leaders gone, the revolution is over—l am your
princess again.” To which a. couple of workers
in uniform are replying—of course in dismay—-
“What’s goiiar to happen to us?” And an-
other: “Run for your lives, men, she’ll punish
us ail.”

Third sketch (a hot sketch): "No! Don’t run.”
says the princess. “Every man who stands by
me now will be pardoned.” Magnanimous
stuff, eh? Pardoned for what? But of course
the capitalist artist naturally thinks that any
worker is a criminal and only too glad to be
pardoned by a princess. So he has the work-
ers in uniform overjoyed and calling out:
“Three cheers for the Princess!” “Down with
the revolution.”

That’s the way the artists (it seems to have
taken two of ’em to be that silly), Monte Bar-
rett and Frank Ellis, figured out how revolu-
tions are sat on.

V/hy have a Hoover plan that nobody can
understand, least of all Hoover himself? Just
send a princess over to Germany and tell the
German workers they’ll be “pardoned” if they
“stand by her” and, flooey! No more revolu-
tion!

• • •

The “L”Stands For Liar
According to one Alonzo L. Baker, who writes

in a religious dope sheet called “The Life Boat,”
the writer of this column will have' to give up
his daily morning bath or be lost to Communism.

Alonzo L. serves up a rewrite of an article by
a San Francisco reporter, whose name and
whose paper he doesn’t mention, on the said
reporter’s impressions of two meetings, one a
Communist street meeting and another a gos-
pel meeting in a mission. Some of it is funny
enough to make you mad:

“Both audiences were composed entirely of
men. Obviou: ly poor men. Ragged men. Home-
less men. Beth groups were composed of men
who felt inside that something better than
they had ever known was their due and that
they should have it. But how different the
two Philosophies!

“For the most part, the ragged men gathered
about the CommunVt’s improvised rostrum were
dirty and unkempt as well as poorly dressed.
Inside the mission hall, every man presented a
face shining from a fresh application of soap
and water, and every man's hair was combed.”

We aslr you at this point to remember that It
is important that your hair be combed, since
combed hair signifieth righteousness, even If
you haven’t 15 cents to have it cut at the Moler
barber college. Eut the reporter proceeds to
connect up combed hair and philosophy:

“The Communist speaker was preaching hate
and despair, convincing him that it was no use
trying anyway, that capitalism had everything
and everybody by the throat. ...”

We have to interject right here that this la
a Right opportunist deviation that no Commu-
nist would be guilty of, tills exaggeration of the
power of capitalism and the pessimist nonsense
about there being “no use trying” to struggle
against it. But we go on with the Inquiring
reporter:

“Inside the mission hall, a song service was
in progress. Every man present was singing
(They better, or they would get no soup and
stale bread!—Jorge.). Songs that were bright
with the promise of heaven were the favorites,
such as: ‘I look away across the sea, where
mansions are prepared for me.’ ” /

The stiffs were probably thinking about the
Five Year Plan, but the reporter has no doubt
about what they were thinking, and he proceed*
to give us his ideas on their thoughts as facta:

“The men In the gospel crowd were not worry-
ing about either yesterday, today or tomorrow.
Already they had been transported to heights
above their humble station here below. Ti»glorious heaven of which they were singing had
already been partially opened to them.”

But only “partially." Even Alonzo L. Baker
had to wind up with the admission that—"Th#men in the mission hall go forth to their squalid
lodgings.” The “mansions prepared” for theawere not in San Francisco, unless in the pot-
ter's field. ~ N „ j

x i
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