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SCHEMATIC ON PARTY HISTORY

I’:e thOd ]

sift the empirical data to establish the gencral categories involved
probe the inner connection between these categories
sort out the main threads of historical development
analyze the sequences throurh which the different stages of
developnent took place
trace the interplay between the objective and subjective factors
patterns of chance in objective trends

lags of consciousness behind the pace of changlng reallity

present the account through unification of the particular and the

. -.general

with the general course of events reflected through the
particular concrete developments

and the concrete particulars intertuined harmonitously through
thelr rclationship to the general

so as to convey an integrated understanding of the sum total
of the events recorded '

Seaq uences.

pre«1938: transition from Teanster series

center on limited catesories

1938-1960: deal with broad scope of party developnents

use pre-1938 flashbacks as required

after 1960: taper off categories treated

focus on conpletion of leadershlip transition
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schematic we 2
Overvieﬁ.

central problen facing humanity:
historic crisis of capitalisn
for
repeated openings\ﬂ soclalist breakthrough

erisis of revolutionary leadership

obstacles confrontins revolutionary movenent:
society permected with capitalicst 1ldeology
divisions sown among workers by every conceivable means

econonic and soclzal concessions used to péiﬁi perpetuate
refornist 1llusions

trade union bureaucrats and parliansentary reformists coopted
into capitalist service

direct‘fﬁiii caplitalist repression used to contain rebel forces

the revolutionary party itself is subjected to the pressuraes of
the canitallist environment

petty bourgeols elements are the primary transmission belt
susceptible to the influence of official social opinion
develop internal groups constituting alien class tendencles

introduce programnatic confusion end politicalcb}oawaQZuﬂv
into the revolutionary movenent

if the revisionists gain the upper hand in the movement

i1t becones transformed fnto a de facto tool of the
capitzalist class

and an internal struggle must be launched for the
rereneration of orthodox lHarxisn
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schematic «- 3
broad lines of the historic struggle for revolutionary continuity
founders of the Harxist novenent
clarifisd the historlc role of the working class
charted the fax® revolutionary course toward soclalism
initiated organization of the internationcl forces needed
social-denocratic leaders of the second international
undertook to revise liarxist theory
stcered the movenment into a refornist deadend
betrayed the worikers in the first world war

subsequently acted, in effect, as a capltalist agency
within labor's ranks

Russlan Bolsheviks
revitalized the Harxist nmovement in theory and progranm
showed how to bulld en effective combat party
led a mass uprising to create the first workers' state
launched the Comintern as a revolutionary world formation
Stalinist bureauecracy in the Soviet Union
politically expropriated the Russian workers

turned the Comintern into a FwXEER politically-servile
border guard

betrayed the whole working class in the second world war

has since collaborated with imperialism to maintain the
status quo

Trotsky: reasserted the lizrxist-Leninist fundamentals

showed how to fipght Ctalinisn ulthout canitulating
to imperialism; and how to fizht imperialism without
capitulating to Stalinisn

strove to salvaze cadres fron the Stalinist wreckage

showed the way toward the construction of necw
revolutionary narties and a neur international
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situation of the Trotskylst movement in the United States:
very snall in numbers at the start

up against heavily-predominant Stalinist and Social-
Denocratic opponcnts

unable to wield any si~nificant influence in the mass
movenent

but armed with a pro-~ram canable of reversing the rclationship
of forces

showit in part by subsequent zains in the nmass nmovenent
also demonstrated against the Social Democrate
expulsion of the Socialist Party's left wing in 1937

stripped it of any capacity to becomeo revitallzed

U: S
speeded the Re= SocialeDenocretic tendency as a
wholc on ¥&X its rightward course

the Stalinists held decisive predomination until the 1950s
the SU'P then besan to make relative galns vis-a-vis the CP

not because of SWP growth, since the party found itsel:
isolated from the mass movement

but due to the very heavy losses suffered by the CP
then, with thc youth radicalization of the 1960s

the SYP beman to forge 2head of the CP in winning over
the best militants

once again progranmatic superiority was tipping the
scales, as in the previous case of the Social Democrects

the CP is still the main rival within the radical movenent

but the Stalinists todeay lack most of thelr earlier
advantazes

the contest nou comes much closer to hinging declsively
on the essence of the conlrontation

an ideological contest to win militants who are
radicalizing

and to- establish political heremony within the mass
novenent

{
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key tasks facln~ the party:

guide the workers onto a class strugzle course in the trade unior
into solidarity with all movenents advanoing progressive alr
and touward independent anticapitalist political action

in striving for these objectives

apply the trancition:l progren reclistically within the
francuork of the ongoing struggles

paticently work to gain wldening mass approval of the prograr
allow time for the test of events to verify its validity

as increasing nunbers are drawn toward acceptance of
revolutionary persnectives

expand the scope and step up the tempo of activities in
keeping with unfolding develonments

once the party begins to assume sufficient welight

ghift fron the previoug necessity of simply reacting
to situations precipit’\d by others

towaré efforts to directly influence the course of
events and accelerate the building of a mass party

act sinultancously to further the advance from earlier soclallst
neclect of speciel problems facling minority peoples

to full development of coordinated anticapitalist action in
all spheres

and the building of a multi-national revolutlonary party

coordinate national activities with objective LEREEXEWxaXFEEIR
trends on a world scale

help in all possidle ways to build the fourth internationzal

pronote mass solidarity in this country with revolutlonary
struggles abroad

at the same time prepare the party in this country

throush its politlecal consciousness, ties with the mass
movenent and development as & combat force

to act with the necessary decisiveness and specd when a
revolutionary opening develops here at ¥Em®x home

{
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eadership
central functions:

keep track of world and nationzal objective trends as
interacting processes

study the inpact of new developments on the relationship of force

between the two basic classes

between tendencies within the working class

betuween tendenclies within the capitalist class

and the effect of new trends upjon the middle classes
possibilities

calculate the *hokxt inherent in changing nass
consciousness

make tactical shifts accordingly, as needed at new conjunctures

clarify the purpose of these shifts in serving the
stratesgic course toward the revolutionary goal

during the process of tactical turns guard agalnst any
tendency toward opportunism or sectarianisnm

take full responsibility for all phases of party activity
function on a team basis
organize, deputize and supervise
don't pull rank; never maneuver the party membership
exert leadership on the basis of earned authority

as the party gains in strength and influence

pay close attention to the education and assimilation of
new nenbers

be alert for possibilities of principled unifications with
leftward-moving forces

at all times carefully explain and vigorously enforce
the Leninist principles of organization
and the application of party discipline
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leadership transitions:

two aspects! inclusion of new iﬁEﬁi components appearing within
an expanding party _

relays from one generation to another
in both instances consciously preparc the change

A
give cutstanding militants a égénce to prove themselves
before the party

carry out adjustments in leadership personnel through the
process of natural selection by the rank and file

when the leadership is transferred from one generation to anothe:

the new leaders must have authority commensurate with their
responsibilities

and they are entitled to objective support from the old
leaders in striving to sarn that authority

it is the duty of the new and old leaders alike

to carry through transitions in leadership in a most
responsible manner

S0 that there will be minimal disturbance of the party's
internal equilibrium
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Chronology

how the party aettracted me as a worker
pre-1934 evolution of my thinking
initiation in class struggle strategy and’ tactics
political education during class battles
at the trade union level
in @he sphere of independent labor political action

grasp of the relaﬁionship between inte
local developments

tional, national and

perception of the vital role played by the revolutionary party

st movement in the 1ight of the German events
rd the building of new parties and a new
CLA's aim to advance from the status of a small propaganda group
to the oreation of a full-scaleparty of action
response to the developing labor radicalization in the US
trade union policy and recruitment of individuals
flexible tactical approach to leftward-moving tendencies
dual factors which led to establishment of a new, independent party
culmination of cadre-building operation within SP

chanéing objective situation ended immediate possibllities of ne
fusions or entries to win leftward-moving forces



youth movement
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launching the Socizalist VWorkers Party
gize and composition
party convention as a collective thinking:mechanism
basic program and orsanizational principles
operational structure

leadership formation

earlier natterns of activity

acquisitions from SP youth; cor f movement

full turn to mass work under
campalipgn against imperialisti\us
collahoration with

pre-1938 devalgpments

informal lead

objectives:

p meeting on New Years day 1939

Cannon trip to Europe at Trotsky's request
twice-a-week Socialist Appeal for antiwar campalgn
intensification of colonization in auto industry

assignments of leadership responsibility

reasons for selectivse attendance at the session

conclusions reported to the PC for formal decisions
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dispute over party policy in the UAV
Stalinophobia in PC led to adoption of wrong line
comrades in the field revolted against the PC decision

correction made at showdown meeting

accelerated tempo of imperialist moves toward war
Munich pact & direct threat to the Soviet Union
followed by Franco victory in Spain
then Hitler grabbed Czechoslovakia

US war budzet took precedence over

he needs © e jobless

party line on tH¢ defense\ smberatic rights in gemeral

our policy conop adg union resistance to the assault

1939 SWP co
crys

sensitive to

lization(Qf' a pstty bourgeolis opposition within the party
geols pressures in the developing war climate
unconfo th the party line on the Russian question

significance of the dispute over organizational secretary post

advance in party's attention to the Black struggle
backzround of radical movement!s approach to the question
previous discussion in CLA had left the matter in abeyance
Trotsky-Johnson talks

conclusions reached at the 1939 convention
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resurgence of nec-fascist activity
earlisr outbreak had been scotched by thé labor upheaval
changing objective trends emboldened the Pltraright
SWP policy on workers self-dsfense

how our line was applied in action

. Stalin-Hitler pact and the outbreak of World War II
ition within the SWP

frenzied reaction by petty bourgeols op
Stalin's invasion of Finland played on bourgeois propagandists

created unbearables pressures on our tty bourgeois cadres

most of them hardened ite-a\tightly-knit faction
nanifested a grim

¥gglve to/ pabandon defense of the Soviet
Union )

publiocly

clash generated momentum toward a split

all-out factional confrontation at April 1940 convention
Trotskylst program upheld by worker majority
emphasis on proletarian orientation
further clarification of party's frganizational principles
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eplit became definitive at post-convention PC meeting
deep one in the party; much deeper in the youth
party composition after the split
paved relatively few amons the youth

orientation toward intensified party-building activities
administrative methods and apparatus overhauled

colonizations in industry

major attention to trade union work

emergency conference of the Fourth Internatio

cadres had become senarats e battle lines of World War II

provisional character ¢ hering in those eircumstances

further

severgl-sided political discussions with him

Trotsky as
fundamental meaning

inmediate oonssquences

September 1940 plenum-conference
adoption of proletarian military policy
Control Commission established .

SWP's disaffiliation from the FI after p&ssago of the Voorhis Act

o A amn rane =gt b aree presgt mpam¥. s - . SR -
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resurgence of mass action in the spring of 1941
new wave of CIO struggles
March on Washington movement )
objlective Tactors leading to those developments

party policy in the two spheres

Local 544's clash with Tobin over the war issue

party mobilization in support of the rebgl Teansters

FBI raid and the Minneapolis ¥Mate® indidtments

Soviet Union invaded by Hitler

CP turn to erass social-paty

Pring

method of handling antiwar statements at the outset
resort to the necessary caution within the trade unions
disciplina

pttuxxiygétion apainst a comrade who became involved in
selling war bonds

continued governmental persecution of the SWP

our main lines of politiocal activity at that stage

opposition to the wer and to sacrifices imposed upon the worker:

propaganda campaign on the labor party question

4
i
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Red Army's counteroffensive against the German invaders
showed the inherent potential of the new economic systenm
marked the turning of the military tide in Burope

toppled

Kussolini regim;\!e;p in Italy
posed anew the question of proletarian revolution
Trotsky's prediotion of the war Yading to such revolutions
series of factors blocked that developmest in Italy

outcome foreshadowed eoming events in Wegtern Europe
next phase of the world revolutio develop in the
colonial sphere
Italian events gave rise to a npw fiodd\of petty bourgeols pessimism
within the SUP _ _ ’
Goldman, the principal : o6t his revolutionary bearings

Morrow sided with hip p¥tack on the party's program

6t among the US masses by 1943

- women's

new ma ons of sentiment for a labor party

October 1943 plenunm
party's approach to the changing objective situation

session held shortly before the supreme court rejected the appes
of the 18

steps taken to provide a substitute leadership
internal dispute broke out over several political issues
Goldman made a speech denigrating majority comrades

a8 the 18 headed for prison Morrow tried a disruptive maneuver

4
!
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prcoblems in adapting to prison life
hov; we made good use of our time
leadership collaboration by mall
pardon canpalzgn aided by the mass upsurge

Goldman-Horrow break ranks over the nature of the pardon petition

rapidly changing military situation in Europe

Shrinking German perimeter expanded the|RI's area of ocontact

conference of European Trotskylsts

~—

steps t ebuilding of the youth movement
clash with the Goldman-Morrow faction

further clarification of the issues in dispute
substitute leadershlp won a big majority in the ranks

initiation of the Trotsky school

read justments in the expanded leadership after our release fron prison
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parallel raisinz of the party's sights in ell spheres
definitive shift fron tﬁe policy of caution in the trade unions
full anplication of the tfansitional'program
eimed to build a left wing based on a class struggle line
to press for indepsndent labor political action

and to approach union power struggles on that basis

intensification of Black work
unprecedented response among Black
party branch set up in Harl

development of consistent ac

y-vide locals

accompanied by new problems

German suryender endpd the European phase of the war
ks and mass layoffs in the US

ent among the workers

Hiroshima inaugerated the atomic age
basic implications of the US &R atrocity

*There is no peace"

- unprecedented strike wave devgloped

solidarity
worker smidixekty at high peak

middle class elements drawn into support of the trade unlons
goneral intensification of party bullding activity

¢
¢
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new upsurpge of neo-fascists
hoped to snare the war veterans for an assault on labor
SWP fought back on two fronts
counter-denonstrations against GLK Smith

called for trade union organization of the veterans 1

large-scale troop demonstrations broke out in fight for demobilization

upsaet the US imperlalist plans abroad

returned to solidarize with the striker t home

noctuar revolutionary wave erupted in Europe

Stalinist and Social Democy

’ achery
capitelists managed to glatively stable rule

colonizal revolution noup

pre-conference of th

center establiske

further adva party buildingz activity

Fiilitant institute
nmidwest organizers conference

anbitious recruitment goal set

initiation of cold war ageinst the Soviet Unlon
Wallace dismissed from the Truman cabinet
imperialist concept of an 'Agprioan ‘;;;i century?*
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betrayal by unlon bureaucracy during the strike upsurge
blocked advance to an indepsndent labor party
political vacuum led to rightward shift in middle oclass vote

Republicans gained control of Conrress in the 1946 elections

1946 SWP convention
registered a new high in the party's growth

key aspects of the political resolution |and the American Thesses

developments anticipated in the resofution

early lavor break with capitallgh politics

saw prospects of re

did not deal artt: ined character of the revolutlon
in the US

relationship
different 2

Shachtmani «SWP unity maneuver in 1946
Goldman=Morrow eschemed with them from within the SWP
untoward intervention by Pablo and Mandel
events during Pablo?s 1947 visit to the US
WP f£inally backed off from the unity oaper
Johnson group left the WP and joined the SVWP



schematic o= 19

’ "Y' leaders reached an understanding with Pablo during his visit
IS to assume central political responsibility
but to act more responsibly in relations with sections
SWP pledsed the IS its complete fraternal support

sent Stein to help prepare the second congress

1947 saw a continuing reversal of the overall objective trend
revival of relative economic prosperity ‘
still enoush capitalist fat for 14

part taken back through pri

ted wage concessions
pulations
introduction of antilabor leg ation in Co

general ebb in social Btrm

ess

sporadic outbursts @b

2 sustained momentunm

‘ but there was po long

1947 plenum and orgs tute

tended to view tke ebb in/gtrugsle momentum as episodic
gty policy in the trade unions

ntered opiline to follow in the UAW

e aspect/¢f the future Cochran faction

equest for control of the UAW fraction and the
al magazine '

theor
considerable attention devoted to organizatlonal matters
\aotivit;
problems resulting from party's growth and increased
perspecti
nxxp:ng%gﬁéerning state unit in Ohio

projected agit-prop drive against antilabor i&fg;;ii offensive
launched GWP's first presidential canmpaign

i
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plenun marked continued delay in recognizing the basic shift in the
objective situation

mass upsurge was already receding at the time of the 1946
convention

reversal of the 1944.46 trend had ocontinued since then

but the 1947 party gathering still treated the setbacks as
conjunctural

two factors 1nvolved

imbued with revolutionary optimism|¥y the scope and tempo of
the 194546 events

lag in consoiousness behind

reality

took further developments to bring full ition of the new

situation

SWP branded ”subvérsive”

8 action

ruggle

serious losses in party membership

most of the recent Black recruits dropped out
capillery bleeding among the cadres generally
what it took to hold on

need for organizational read justments
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Q dispute over the Wallace question at the @ February 1948 plenum

Swabeck-Lyons-Bartell had 1ined up the Chicago branch in advance
of the plenunm

why their onrocedure was wrong; the overhéad cost

Stalinists took over the Czechoslovak government
reasons for the Kﬁ?lin’s change in line
application elsewhere in Eastern Europe

general heating up of the ocold war atmogphere

second congress of the FI

problem of getting the SWP tiocket on the ballot
methods used in political electioneering

Kutcher made a witch hunt wvictim
nature of broad defense movement organized on his bshalf

coordination with the party's presidential campaign




series of new international developments
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Decenber 198 plenum
balance shest on the presidsntial campaign
projection of an ideological offensive

FD named national chalrman; Carnon's reaction

Smith Act trlal of CP leaders

deepening of anti.red offensive in the trade unions
FBT harassment of radicals generally

S\'P campaign for a united labor defense civil liderties

NATO organized

Soviet Union breaks the{US monopOXy of atomic weapons

chalirman
unit
reaéons for my assignment
experiences ﬁhere with the weiés group
it had been gestating for some time
esgontial nature of the formation

its method of . operation
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rise of licCarthylsm
i.cCarran law enacted
increased victimization{radicals

SWP resolution on the witch hunt and how to fight it

US intervention in Xorea

PC took wrong line at the start; manner and nature of correction

workers manifested sullen acceptance of the war
ignored union pronise! ¢f class peace

went on strike in derﬂaége of the

changing relationship ¢
Denmocrats

1950 SUP convention g
rcaction

Larcyit an a differentiation on "global® issues
Vernites adopted a pro-Stalinist 1ine on the buffer etates
Johnson group left the SVP
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b third eongress of the FI
IS theses: World War III would soon erupt
would become transformed into global civil war

revolution would right itself through selfereform of
| : labor bureaucracies

hence the Fl1 needed deep entry tactics on a sul
generis basls '

1limited nature of amendments proposed the SWp

Pagill acting on the basis of the 1347 understanding with
ablo .

how the amendments were tre congress

the Pabloite line.

Clarke'!s post-connress tour e e US to pu

ny letter on the importance g presidentlal caﬁpaign

disagreenent voiced in the

o

dn't bothar to consult me in advance
trip to/New York to register a protest

extonsive private discussion with Cannon

eruption of Trucks law fight in Michigan
Marvel and 1 sent there to ald the comrades
twvo aspects of party's defensive measures
resort to a oell system for the protection of menbership
public campaign for support of our legal defense
( ) problen of finding a lawyer
deep fear generated in the witch hunt atmosphere

we porsisted and won in the end

!
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Hay 1952 plenun

political differences were taking form at the leadership level
crystallized
lines of disagreement not yet fully

decided not to give the branches a report about the
controversial questions for the time being

plenun rccommended a presidential canmpalgn focused on opposition
to Korean war

resignation of Grace Carlson from the party
Cannon went to Hinneapolls to help the qdmrades

asked me to support the
Carlson as the SWP nopiy

ubject
nature of private talks lat th Cannon and Dunne on the

PC nominated Jos, Rr YICB president and the matter seemed
to be settled wi 1n the lexdersiip

of the 1952 party convention

in the political and trade union reports
both reports anproved unanimously
and the work of the third congress haliled

Kirk introduced a minority viewpoint on the Black question

presidenéial canpalgn launched with broadcasts from the
convention
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covert factionalism broke out immediately after the convention

an open rift followed in the majority leadership
PC adopted my memo on the internal party situation

vefore that I had discussed the matter informally with
Cannon

and £ then with Cochran

Cannon soon moved to California

more or less ignored the presidentfial campalgn
concentrated on the circulgt: onskins

ny talk mx with Cannon durip campalgn tour

\ got{
Eenublicans Eisenhowey

gained narrow control of
coalition

scted Aresident

«ss, defeating the labor-Democratic

an an election canpaign aneuver in Los Angeles
ploy against the Cochranites

aiméd 8imultaneously at the mzjority leaders in the party
center

ny telephone conversation with Cannon

not only & matter of confronting the Cochranites

question of handling the world movement side of the dispute
Dobbs~Steine.Hansen statement on the internal party situation
Cochranite attempts to obstruot the majority in the PC
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Cannon's pre~plenum trip to New York

tgis ggbate with the Cochranites; speech on internationalism and
e S

our personal talk about & switch in national posts
Cannon insisted upon being relieved as national secretary
; ~leadershi
evidence that it would prove a pseudo-transition in axxg
I would carry the central executive presponsibility

but could not be sure of gettins his objective support
would make it doudbly hard to ¢arry out my duties

why I accepted the propos

Yay 1953 plenum

sharp factional clashesg EgUes

revelation of PabloeClarRe »{zue behind the backs of the SWP

leadership

Isd to exclude minority veto tried
by the Cochranite

negotiation of \a
fight

ement declarinc a truce in the faction

lected national chairman; FD national secretary
peech at the plenun
long internal pesce

ere was novw & new regime in the party

Stalid's death the previous March had precipitated a crisis for the
Kremlin bureaucracy

-

June uprising in East Gernany
Beria purged

ceasefire in Korea; a defeat for US imperialism
general strike in France

execution of Rosenberges and intensification of the witch hunt

C e g o T e
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impact of those events upon the Cochranites
resunption of heated factionalism in New York
conducted a sit-down strike agalinst the party

nmcjority accused of vilolating democratic-centrallism in
international relations

Pnghranites denounced SWP leadership for "intriguing® agains
ablo :

IS complained that the SWP was def
international leadership”

ng the "centralized

actions taken by the party majority

" all-out fight to defeat the New York local

anites in
n at the impending plenum

PC memo criticizing the fabloite document, "The Rise and Decline
of Stalinism"

marked the

sane
at the
ed to promofe objective collaboration between the LA uni
the party center

ovenbor 1 plen

Cochrani xpelled; scope of split

adoption of an open letter to fge world Trotskyists
called for removal of the Pablo regime in the FI
problems.oraated by inadequate preparation politically .

. Cannon's speech on leadership; gap betweern the word and the deed

formation of the International Committee
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:. ganngn asreed to help prepare political material for the interrational
irh
procrastinated to the point of default
whole task assumed by Stein and Wright

SWP campaign azainst HeCarthyism launched
viewod as a fascist menace of serious proportions

camnaipn tempo stepped up during follo nonths

Indo~Chinese victory at Dien-Bien-Phu
jmplications for US imperialism

recaction of the Eisenhover adesin

arny=--cCarthy hearings opened

first viewed by us merely Ydence of an intensified power

“b struggle in ruling oircles

our political resolution redrafted imthe light of the slection result:
nature of Cannon's intervention in this eonnection

his collaboration with Weiss; oriticism of other party leaders
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,/.\ 1954 narty convention in Chieago
political conclusions: slowdown of imperialist drive toward war

HeCarthyite setback

new tightening of labor=Democratic
coalition

analysis of current trade union situation; review of strategy

and tactlics

Vernite split

informal leadership session at the time of thq convention

charge that Hurry Weiss was orge

Cannon's attitude on tha

®
isolated from thHe working|glass

in the main could g¢éyduct only propaganda work

opportunitiss to intervene in the mass movement

heavy witch hunt pressures end to FBI

ubjected
rassment

teady losses in membership

little rqcruitment by way of compensation

had to consolidate party branches wherever possible
have maxinmum number of comrades in each unit

value of national meetings as an aid to party morale
all party work had to be maintained on & financial AREextrin
shoestring
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internal problems (continued)
some blamed the leadership for the party's difficulties
cooked up schemes to overleap objective adversity
angles developed by Boulton, Kirk, Marcy, Weiss
*Bustello" episode
a period of oonfused and econtradictory internal party 1life
the test of events
tical daiscussion

no way to put the various schemes

result was an endless process of
that, 4n turn, generated f

sane
at tﬁ;\xnt/kime it had become necess
disciplinary norms

neuvering

to ease the party's
main concern had to ba
possible

that situation confronted
tasks

the cadres together so far as
entral leadership with some key

block noveg /toward dpportuxist adaptations to backwardness
guard agalinst lapses/into sectarianisnm
pre me\jority s(pport for orthodox Trotskyism

ready to respond to new developments with a correct line
in new repyuits as struggle trends revived later on

the party and begin a new forward march

upturn of Black struggle in aftermath of supreme court's 1954 ruling
outbreak of white supremacist terror in the South
tricgered mass protests against the terrorist attacks
SUP supported the protests in all possible ways

PC took up question Bf demand for federal troops to suppress
violations of Black rights
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Liwruchchev®s revelations at the 1956 CPSU congress
CI’ in this country shaken by the disclosures
SWP opened a canpalign for socialist regroupment

call for independent labor political action made & key plank i&n
our 1956 election platform

Ilallinan and HWcAvoy of the CP perophery backed the SUP ticket

inperizlism was also falling into deeper orisis
chanzes were occurring in the world relationship of forces
manifested by Lgypt!s nationalization of |the Suez Canal

aded Egypt

them to back off

Britain, France and Israel jointly

to press

iarcy supported 's intervention

Lerry desicn secretary

lionroe

1957 SYP convention
debate with Marcy and Fox on international 4issues
resolution on class struggle aspects of the Black movement

firm line set on use of troops slogan
Cannon voted against the troops slogan

Kirk took a fga‘connterposition on the general line of the
resolution

e m e e YmATR T e
. eepeeeresam Amas R, A s '

o blast the imperislists on TV
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bj Sputnik opened the space age

continued'progress in the regroupment campaipn
shift back to multiple branches and oitywide local in New York
ve put forward a draft program on workers democracy

united socialist ticket in New York state elections

modifications noted in Pablolte polioclies
possibility of reunifying world Trotskyisgm
discussion with Mangan
Harvel and I go to Europe

Harcyite split

dispute over Chinese communss

6) ~ Cannon opposed the-PTI{n e nane of the "Los Angeles NC

Group"
ndi
¥ York prior to the/convention

PC asked hin

termination of the rezroupment campalgn
concentration on the newly radicalizing slements

especially student youth and young Blacks

how the SWP has set up an ad hoc ‘youth group
split in the Shachtmanite youth
interim IB!M formation
. ISA founded
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my first tour in the 1960 presidential canmpalign
new response among student youth

stimulated by the Cuban revolution and the Black struggle

: Hapsen and I visited Cuba

our experiences there
division of labor upon our return
Hansen followed Cuban events close
defense of Cuba made central axis ny second campalign tour

party discussion opened on character © an government and stat:

1
Japanese protest againéy/;roje. anhower visit

my trip to Japan

radicalization process

in the Black struggle

new st among other minority peoples

inchoate stage of women's liberation movement ~
first hints of coming gay struggles

unrest mounted within the trade unions _
expanded influence aﬂd increased growth of the ISA and the SWP
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appearance of the New Left
class comnosition .
held "o0ld left" irrelevant; brushed asids the lessons of history
launched do-iteyourself projects that repeated the old mistakes
wound up making opportunist adaptations or in sectarian isolation

different situation concerning youth who embraced Trotskylsm
to apply them in the

vol
ed for young Turks

leadership, whille

learned revolutlionery principles and h
current strupgrles

found good will among older cad

narty moved toward consclous X _transition

naintaining its internal equ

®

ceptance of advisory membership status by older

members

d hsa

individual voice and consultative vote

Cannon declined to ascept advisory status on the NC
that caused most of the older comrades to hold back

as a result the problem remained a difficult one
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discussion of my replacement as national secretary
Cannon proposed Felngold
first to be dksignated organizational secretary
in that caﬁacity to receive training as a central leadsr

1 disagreed
an effort to advance someone Cannon thouzht he could usse

b:rgng to maneuver in Feingold's fafqr behind the party's
¢

on top of that he 4idn't ap

ar tgq |be a qualified candidate

RC elected Shaw organizational secretary an interim basis

e work at the party oénter

both faclilitated adminis

of new preblems with the Weiss group -
ut & motion to a vote in the Secrotarist of the R

why his action was wrong —
what we did about it
around that time Murry suffered a EtxikR stroke

after that he talked with me about establishing better
lsadership relations

how I tried to help him turn around
Myra attempted to take over the leadsrship of the ¢lique

marked the beginning of the end for the Welssites
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bloc formed by Wohlforth and Robertson

extended thelr factionalism into the YSA 4in rivalry with the
Welssites .

both groups tried to use the YSA as a weapon against the party
ma jority

led to a definitive clarification of youth-party relations

and the YSA procesded toward a reorganization of its national
leadership

changed situation in the Trotskylst world moygment
Mandel's visit to the US
Hansen's trip thrcugh Latin A ent to Europe

PC statement on rsunifics

Bloomi

ohlforth-Robertson bloc
Wohlforth lined up with Healy

rupture

Robertson's anti-party "study group® gimmick

tasks confronting the older central leaders
guide the process of resstablishing & olear pollitical line
then restore the enforcement of firm party discipline

set the party's house in order for the youth
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developments on the eve of the 1963 convention
informal session of the majlority leaders '
demanded that Cannon accept advisory status on the NC
he agreed only when he found himself without enough support
at the preconvention plenum Murry Weiss and Stein wers reported
tq be declining renomination to the NC for personal reasons

1963 party convention

predominance of young people among delegates and visitors

hailed the reunification of the

after the convention Bay Dunne and I oelebrated our reconciliatlon

. Kennedy assassinated; problems caused for the party

Bobertsonite leaders expelled
all minority groups protested the disciplinary action
suspension of the Wohlforthites followed
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1965 convention codified the party‘s organizational principles
Cennon triled unsuccessfully to slow down disciplinary .etion

5

. Kirk and Boulton groups split from the party ' aif

b4

Swabeck expelled by the 1967 convention

new Cannon moves to "save the situation" politically
"Triple Revolution" ploy

~

‘ansle on the trade union question

Vietnam escalation brought a big leap ntivar movement

chanze made in SWP policy
shift from proletarigf Mmilitary policy adopted earlier

from advocacy of a workers and farmers government

to advocacy of a workers government

completion of the leadership transition
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