e —

tical . teaders
{Rhodesia).”

wa,
Sithote, and Chief Je
Chirau=ciaim the setites
ment guarantees Black rule
in Zimbabwe by December
31, 1978. '

In fact, the settlement is a
betrayal
agalinst white rule. It allows
the white minority ruling
class to hide behind a few
Black puppets, while it con-
tinues to oppress and ‘ex-
ploit the people of Zimba-
bwe. Workers and peasants
in Zimbabwe must reject this
seliout and struggle to over-
throw the traitors who agreed
to it.

Agreement

protects whites

What does the promise of
“Black rule” actually mean?

The agreement states that

of the struggle’

As well, the agreement gives
the wmte minority equal
representation on ouncii
of ministers which wili-take
ay affairs.

The sellout also includes
specific measures to protect
the wealth and power. of the

white” minority. These in-,‘

clude:

*White control of the

army, police; :courts and
prisons for at least 10 years.

- «Protection  of white-
owned private property.
Whites are only four percent
of the. poptlation, but they
own 80 percent ‘of Zimba-

bwe’s wealth and almost half ~

0ih the coal hos
union leaders
g iass oA maj
ssion to ithe mine
ir, it falls far short
the demands of 1
and should be r

e new gov-
ent expropriates any of
property which was

maintain:

; stronghold of
te supremacy.

ivil ‘service pensions
guaranteed. This allows
(Continued on page 14)
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HE MINERS!

safety grievances. During the
last year, over 140 miners
were Killed on the job. Only
the militant miners' refusai
to work under unsafe condi-
. kept the totai from
sodring ‘higher. In the last

Under the umvious 1o
anyone who “has
1 ted or otherwise bean
agtively invoived in causing
an tpauthorized work stop-
or sympathy strike
1-be subject to disci-
ne, including discharge.”
The ‘new settlement drops
this clause. Instead, the
unjon leaders and the coal
bosses have agreed to rely
on a previous “anti-wildcat”
ruling by the Arbitration
Review Board (ARB)

Tentative Settlement
Includes Few New Gains

The ARB ruling, no. 138,
states that miners can be
fired for wildcatting or even
passing out literatu
forastrike. The union ie
claim that agreeing o
settlement wilt allow
10 challenge this 1 !
court should the bosses 'y
to enforce it
Under the new procosal

ants wili e at the mercy
e courts and the
jenders should the company
f them for wildcatting
Even If the union leagers
chalienge a firing under the
ARB ruling. there is no guar-
antee that they would win
While dropping explicit pen-
alties against wiidcat ¢
Is a victory, the right 1 s'rwe
is by no means secured

* Heaith benefits: Under
(Commueo on page 4)




Dear Torch,

i thought the article in the
ast issue on the war between
Vietnam and Kampuchea
%?(Cambodla) was good in its
-analysis and conclusions. Vi-
etnam is expansionist, and
revolutionaries must defend
. Kampuychea's right to exist. A
" good, concrete example of
this can be found in one of the
_underlying issues in the bor-

More on the Vietnam-
Kampuchea war

the oil-rich seabed in the Guif
of Thailand.
Vietnam, Kampuchea and

Thailand are all involved im

that dispute, but Vietnam and
Thailand have tried to settle it
between them, squeezing
Kampuchea into a corner, by
reaching an agreement which
recognized Vietnam'’s claim to
a 200-mile economic zone
{that is, control over all waters
between %he borders and ex-
tending 200 miles out to sea)
This agreement would “Ellow
Vietnam to take a huge slice
out of what have traditionally
been Kampuchean waters,
these waters are also where
some of the richest seabed Is
tocated. Kampuchea then is-
sued a declaration of a 200-
miie economic zone based on
the 1839 “Brevie line,” drawn
by ‘the French to divide their

admimstratlons of the two
countries.
- the Vietnam-Thailand

ment stands, Kampu-
will be left with only a
small wedge of sea territory
unAder its, control. The vast
territorlal waters
in the hands of its
This® wouid make
se of Kampuchea
mpossible. It would

chi 18,

several areas.

the Revolutionary Socialist League
three-month fund drive to raise $20.000. We

In the last year:

aiso mean that Kampuchea is
robbed of vast amounts of
natural resources which wouid
pass to its enemies, thus
weakening Kampuchea even
more.

Since 1975, Vietnam and
Kampuchea have clashed giffi-.i
tarily over the control of smali
Islands in the area, but the
results have been indecisive.
A Vigtnamese victory in this
war wouid mean that Vietnam
is abie to enforce its claims
and annex Kampuchea's terri-
torial waters. It is a classic ex-
ample of capitalist justice:
whether we are discussing in-
dividuals, classes or nations.
your “rights” are only as rea;
as your ability to defend them
Kampuchea has a right to the
resources in the ocean that
lies between its borders, and &
right to establish a 200-mile
limit for defensive purposes
Vietnam is ready to use mili-
tary means to deny that right

This issue adds weight to
the Torch's position that Kam-
puchea must be defended
against Vietnamese expan-
sionism, despite the state-
capltalist nature of the Kam-
puchean reglme. By defend-
ing Kampuchea we are  de-
fending the right of nations to
self-determination, a right
which Vietnam is seeking to
deny its neighbor
LR
New York

‘dre sendin

tor defe

g We tave expanded the Torch/La Antorcha from 20
agesto 24, more than doubling the size of La Antorcha.
However, we-are still short of our goal of making the Torch/
La An?%:rcha a fully bmngual newspaper.

"« WE have greatly expanded our international work. We
have established fraternai relations with the Revo!uhonary
Marx:sé Leagle‘of Jamaica and greatly expanded discus-
sivns W!h revolutionary individuals and groups in Africa,
Laun America and Europe -

Te We have increased our work with prisoners. Today we
g tnore than four times as many free Torch/La

Antorcha st bscrlpt;ons to prisoners than we did a yearago. -
Ce We d't}ge defense of two Black lesbians victimized
ing ‘themselves against an attack by their anti-gay
landfady We have organized committees in Detroit and
flght Nazi and KKK terror. And we have ccn-
rganize against South African apsrtheid and to
s;gm& e reactonary fabos bureaucracy through-our work -
the. dnions. ¢
s We bk established a Los Angeles branch of the RSL.
All thesd& activities have involved major ex penses. While
the numbe ur members and supporters has grown, this
alone is gh to meet the increased expenses. Funds
are now urgenhy needed to continue to expand our work.
Make checks or money .orders payable tor RSL or the |
Torch/La rcha PO Box 562, New York, NY 10036, !

lions ot,;hqsé who'
__this article.

figh

[

nnotf*ef way the ruhngblass

oal strike builds

s organize at Elmira
yugust 8th Brigade
reatens gays and youth
‘orch ban
‘murdered in Florida

© 14 Tour planned for Jamaican revolufionary
¥ 15 How the USec abandons Marxism
16 NYC workers must strike

FEATURES
2 our readers write
§ Laborin Strugg}e

& Breax the Cha‘ns
RoxanneGay.
NY death penai y

9 World in Revolation
tran  Ghana.

people Who lost their weeks
" . -
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RSL/BWDC LEADS

ANTI-FASCIST

PROTESTERS

SOUTH ST LOUIS,
March 12--Several thousand
demonstrators won an im-
portant victory against Nazi-
style fascism in this city yes-
terday. A plannad march and
ratly by the National Social-
ist {Nazi) Party of America

was broken up by militant
ur'ﬂ;esters. forcing the Nazis
to flee under heavy police
praotection

The Nazis were
Louis to hold I
vention. Thaey

in

crowd
otesz-

rs. led by red-h
members of 'hn Revolut
27y Sociafist League an
B:ack and White De
”'rrrmtme EWDG

retreat, abandoning Gravois
Park to the anti-fascist forc-
es. who held their own rally
there.

ASL and BWDC speakers
called tor "atl-out war agamst
the Nazis,” axpsajnmg that
these prumotm of racism,
anti-Semitism and union-
busting had no right to
peddite their flith anywhere,

DolCE Neac

Targughout the gay ih

n
St Louts ¢ODS wOTKES Over

fime to .bust up the anti-Naz’

the day's svents
The police also
the picket signs,
and other literature,
the militants were
to the demonstra-

ter th
bers o! the RSL and BWDC

who Were leading the anti-
tascist forces. Two RSL sup-
porters were arrested.

At the same time, the cops
bent over backwards to serve
the Nazis. They even went so
far as to bring the Nazis a
fresh change of ciothes at
the station house, so they
could cover up their uni-

noticed Not surpri
Frank Collin. teater o
Nazi group. was

praise forthe St Lous

nopen

181 QEMONSITEIorS,
ieader Collin hzc
ed St Lou's
“warm-un’
march the Naz's

n Skowie -
125 Trne rout of
St Lowuis wilt
scisiforces adaed
in tneir sfforts 1o
o crush the Naz'
dare appear on ths
15 of Skovig
Revoiutionary Soctat-
15t League and the Black and
White Defense Committee
spent many weeks organi-
z.rg 1o maks sure the Nazis
cidn’t get away with their
in St. itouis. This
ui preparation pald off,
as the Nazis weré frustrated
at every turh

However, the military
struggle against the Nazis is
only one aspect of the
anti-Nazi fight The RSL
recognizes thatl the root of
Nazi-style racism is decay-
ing capitalism. The only way
to decisively defeat the fas-
cist forces Is to build a revo-
lutionary, working-class
movement that can over-
throw capitalism itseif

All workers——Black, Latin,
Asian and white—must be
united around a program that
fights for jobs for ali, an end
to all discrimination. decent

—Nazis Stab Detroit Woman —

DETROIT March 13—The !
Louis this weekend is oniy ong sign ©
increased fascist activity around the country
the Nazis recently opened up
tc peddlie their fitth
Shortiy afier tne racist DOOKSILTE 0 g the
ers De?@’su Coamm

vention tn St

Detrot.
Bookstorg”

iaunched the
take up the

stree

the meeting
porter. Jan Fried

puited cut 2 knife and si
was taken 1o 3 hospital s

right under the noses ¢

cigar

nere she received 20 stitches
That the Nazis were abie 1o get away with this attack.
f the counc:
that the bureaucrats strategy w'i' onty encourage
Naziterrgrism. The RSL wiil cont:
guarantee that a miitant campz:gr s waged against
is. At the same time, the forogs
fignt for g miltant gtrate gy

schocls and housing. the re-
building of the cities and
similar needs of the whoie
working ciass. Such a pro-
gram must also inciude &
fight to mobitize the trade
unions in the anti-Nazi strug-
gle

Through the struggte ror
demands such as these. tns
working class can unite
isolate the fascists. and In
the end destroy capltalism
itseif The fight to smash the
Nazis and the fight to over-
throw rotting capitailsm are
gre and the same. .

Naz! atternpt 10 hoid a <on-

Here i©
a "White Power

NS the
svent the cor ‘romazx"
2 WDC member Gutsice
~zn g second WDC sup-
e tre Nazt
the ieg. She

eadership, makes it

> butid the WDC

ganized by the
s:de the councit
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The threat of a complete
breakdown in national nego-
tiations has already forced
the UMW ‘leadership and the
BCOA to resume negotia-
tions. Neither side wants to
return to the chaos of com-
pany- by~company bargain-
ing. This is particularly dan-
gerous to the faction-ridden
UMW. The very existence of
the national union is at stake
in reaching a uniform agree-
ment.

To further weaken the bar-
gaining position of the min-
ers, Caffer is stepping up the
shipment of scab coal. In
mid-February, indiana Gov-
ernor Otis Bowen ordered
350 National Guardsmen to
help state troopers move
scab coal to hard-hit power
stations. After Carter de-
cided to use Taft-Hartley.
the governors of Virginia and
lilinois sent out state troop-
ars to protect scab coal ship-
ments in thelr states.

These strike-breaking ac-
tions will become more wide-
spread in the coming days.
Combined with buying elec-
trical power from the west-
ern states, most midwest
power companies will avert
any serious cutbacks. The
miners will have to stop the
movement of scab coal to
maifitain the full effective-
né@s of the strike

Att:tudes toward
se zure of
mines divided

The government still has
one more alternative left if
the miners continue to hold
but agalinst Taft-Hartley. Car-
r can ask Congress 10 pass
legisidtion that will, give the
ernment ;' ownership- of

ire of thé minés means that
miners would return to work
for  the government. The
terms for resuming work

In turn, these terms wouid
become the basis for-a set-
tlement with the BCOA.

In the coalfields, attitudes
toward government seizure

1e minas for 80 days.:Sei--.

< .

are divided. One militant, 5
union safety committee
chairman, explained: “Ggy.
ernment seizure IS just Taf.
Hartley with the flag wrappeg
around 1" ‘However, many
miners believe that i1-Wé:
mean a better settlemam

This illusion must be com.
batted. The miners n
never gotten anything *
the bosses or the gove-
ment that they didn't ¢
for. The government
seized the mines in ¢
and each time the mu
have had to fight tooth
nai! for any gains that w=--
won An example of p.«c
the 1943 coal strike

s

Miners fought
government in
1943 strike

At the beginning ¢
War ll, President F.D.
velt was given a "no-sir - =
pledge by the reform:
Staiinist union ieaders
betrayal strengihened
imperialist war effort ang -
the workers defenseles.
the face of skyrocks:
prices, resulting from -z
pant profiteering by the .-
itafists. Early in 1943

Loy

0

Strikebreaker Carter:

would be negotiated by the {ng a ypar of bitter strikes
government and the union, by oXqer/workers, the UMY,
began negotiations with the

coal bosses. The union de-
manded a $2-a-day wage -
crease and pay from the time

{Continued on next page:

ORY TO THEMINERS I

t16°$200 per year
oSp:ta’ﬁ%txon pdid.

g
the president or
States.™

Diring the hear‘mg
paration for tssuing the
rent injunction, not - ¢
UMW  representative  w
willing to promise’ that-th
miners would accept {
order, A local union pré§
dent from Virginia explained
when askbd about how h
was goingto deal with
injunction: “Pve- got
choice but to refurn.
get a call that if 1. st

gTion mine z‘u‘gef»my :
- biown off, stay home. 1
expect nhal cas
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fits: Under the new set
ment nﬁﬁérs WiF
2 $84.97 per hour mcmase
over- thres
_wages and benefits. Thisis a

tried to ;
a year on their-medical bills.

The pmpoé%?f" contract does
] “cradie-tc-
grave” médicafé?:ovnrage the
miners won in 1950.

. Pensmns‘ THe proposed,

ra:se the pew* of miners
wha retired beforé the end of
1876 to $275 a month.

This stili means that the
oider retiress will receive
8225 iess than the miners
who retired after
Mirers hive dé
ygnQ{(‘r‘s By

. Totai ‘wages and ben

years

i total

recel ‘e\ :

gain of 25 cents over the &3°
proposal.

The outcome of the vois
on the proposed settlemen:
will not be known for at least
10 days. Even_ if the mipers
accept their strike will st
be a vtctory

stronger in theq
strike and ‘have fo
owners to retreat




(Continued from page. 4)
they entered the mine until
they left af the end of the
shift.

Following a second exten-
sion of the strike deadline,
Rooseveit issued an order on
April 8" derying all wage
increases. Even though the
UMW ieadership extended
the deadline again to May 1,
the rank and file responded
on Aprii 24 by walking out of
the mines. By May 1, over
330,000 miners were on
strike. The same day, Roose-
velt seized the mines and
ordered the miners back to
work.

During the next five
months, the miners struck
and returned to work twice in
defiance of Roosevelt and
the government. Finally,
when the minars walked out
for the fourth time in late
October, Roosevelt admitted
defeat. He ordered the Secre-
tary of the interior to sign a
contract with the UMW, The
miners recelved a $1.50-a-
day increase. Through de-

- Roosevelt or Carter, exists to
defend the interesis of the
capitalist class. Each time
the government intervened in
a coal strike, it was on the
side of the owners. There is
nothing “neutral” about the
roie of the U.S. government.

Second. the struggle of
the miners in the 1940s and
today shows that the govern-
ment and the bosses can be
defeated. But neither the
government nor the bosses
will give up anything without

a fight As has been proven
in the past. the key to victory
18 militant unity and strug-

gle.

Miners show
power of
working class

The miners are striking to
protect the gains they won In
the 1940s. GOnce again, they
are defying the capitalists
and thelr state. The miners’
strike is the most militant
demonstration of worker sol-
idarity and unity in the last

tively passive. There have
been few examples of mili-
tant class struggle against
the bosses. The miners are ’
setting this exampie now..
Through their strike, they are
proving that as workers, we
have power

The rank and file of the

trade unions must take tne
lead in mobilizing this power
in support of the miners.
WMititantd ‘'mubt explain why
the miners are striking and
why it is important that they
win. Demonstrations de-
manding an end to Carter's
strike-breaking must be

This organizing work
shoutd aisc take up the
demand . for. a nationwide
general strike in defen$i
the miners. A victory for

miners is a victory for ali
workers and oppressed peoc-
ote

buiit

m.—

Early in the strike the coat
bosses were bragging: “If
the miners don't want to ac-
cept our terms, they can
starve.” And for a whne I
looked lfé he. co bosses
1fe] ;i t. - Without
b 1 : X

e Striking farmers. left
Campbell, Missouri, In a
mile-long caravan, bringing
bags of flour and other
staples to the miners. When
they arrived in Muhlenburg,
Kentucky, a rally was held in
support bo?h strikes.

§up‘port for Qoa“I“Strike Builds

* The United Electrical
Workers sent 13 trucklicads
of food to Cokesburg, Penn-
sylvania.

This is only a partial list of
the contributions that have
been sent to the miners. The
UMW has also received pled-
ges o! support from the
United Steelworkers, Amal-
ted Clothing and Tex-
Workers, and the inter-
natlofial Union of Electrical
Workers. With the excep-

““tion of the AFL-CIO, which

claimed they didn't contri-
“bute ‘because they hadn’t
been asked, most interna-
tional unions have been pres-

termined struggle, the min- 30 years of U.S. labor his-

ers had broken the ‘wage tory.

fréaze. The miners, 160,000
i have sent shock-

Aerospace strike continues-

The strike against McDonnell Douglas is moving
into its third month at plantsin Califoriita. Over
8,000 members of the United Auto Workers union
(UAW) have been on strike against the aircrafl...

- manufacturer since January 14.

The strike was triggered by management'’s refusal
to accept the pattern settiement established by a
strike of the International Association of Machinists
(IAM) against Boeing last fall. McDonnell Douglas is
offering 30 cents less than the $1.50-an-hour wage
increase contained in the Boeing agreement. In
addition, management is demanding take-aways in
the cost-of-living allowance. medical coverage, and
other areas.

The McDonnell striké is being weakened through
the failure of the IAM to participate in the strike.
Forty-eight hundred 1AM members are working at
McDonnell Douglas without a contract. A majority
of the |AM ranks want to join their UAW brothers
and sisters on the picket lines, but the bureaucrats
are doing all they can to keep them working. A
united struggle by the ranks of the [AM ang the UAW

is necessaryto win the strike.

Bosses plan union-busting drive

Professional union-busting organizations are
planming major actions for 1878, The National Right
To Work Committee (NRTWC) wiil be pushing for

iaws in nine states that would outlaw the union
shop The target states are [danc. New Mexicc.
Maine. New Hampshire. Vermont, Colorado.
tissouri. Mentana. and indiana.
The NRTWC
organizati
uorooraz

nroggh “the onjlre

o PrO=U

ood, its tpmmla’e of
b:144

ured by me rank and file to
make good on their verbal
support to the miners.

This support must con-
tinue. Carter is trying to take
away the miners' right to
food stamps. Support from |
the res{ of the labor move-
ment will help the miners to
withstand this attack and
maintain their strike.

W relief fund.
AW International

.striking min-

nCommon Situs Bill.
Joining the NRTWC this year is the Councll on a
Union-Free Environment, a group set up by the
National Association of Manufacturers. Its main
activity is advising employers how to smash union
organizing attempts and how to break up existing

e A AAD RS somion.

These scab orgamzatlons underline the need for
revolutionary leadership in the unions. Only a futl
mobilization of the union rank and file can smash
these union-busting outfits. The present union
bureaucrats have no intention of organizing this
struggle.

Gov't threatens ILA, Teamsters

On February 1, the Labor Department filed a civil
suit against Teamster President Frank Fitzsimmons
and 18 other Teamster officials. The government is
seeking damages for mismanagement of the multi-
bitiion-doliar Teamster pension funds. The Labor
Department also warned that possible violations of
criminal law have turned up in its investigation

A month later, the Justice Department filed for
about two dozen criminal indictments. naming
officers of the International Longshoremen’s
Association (ILA) The charges include extortion.

© bribery. theft of union pension funds, fraud anc

abor racketeering.

There is iittie doubt that most or alt of the
government’s charges are true. The union ranks.
however, must oppose these legal actions. The reat
purpose of these investigations is to weaken the
urions and increase the government's power over
the unions—not to fight corruption

T¢

o

T rre gc wv"mem rease its control ove
swouid bea dssas ous setback to.this

re government is a far stmnger :
The rahk and vnle ust

my

every attempt the government makes to interfere 1n
the internal life of the unions

Autoworkers fight harassment

A new wave of layoffs is beginning to hit
autoworkers in Detrost. Chrysier. the weakest of the
Big Three auto companies. has already iaid off 1.000
workers at its Sterting Heights Stamping plant and
500 at the Warren Stamping plant Produciion has
been cut back at the Mound Road Engine plant :o
one shift .

Chrysler is trying to cut its iosses by increasing
productivity. Alcng with the layofis. this means
speedup. a general disregard for safety and
increased management harassment

With the UAW bureaucracy reh,ssm 1o hift
finger. it has been up to the rank-and-fite worxers 1o
organize a defense against these attacks. Workers
the Warren Stamping piant jncluding supoorters of
the Revolutionary Autoworkers Committee tRAC:
turned gut for ther February union meeting 1o
demand action on a series of firings and an end 1
management’s narassment of women we
piant. After red-ta'ing the RAC supporters h
bureaucrats claimed that women were not
abused by the toremen They aisc defended
management's firings. while attacking the fireg
workers Finally under pressure of the workers &t
the meeting, the Dureaucrals agreed 10 respen
case of one of the fired workers

At Warren Tank. a Chrysler plant cutse
65 workers showed up at re February 26 union

They were there t >
oi} and harassment rir it wesks
Tank Organizer. a rank-ang-titg newsietter nad
rpubiicized these conditions i the piant: Aga
rieagers were forced 1o

nointihe ey ¢ merd for workers
a AB"kem a‘zau(s are

OO0 A Pa




Roxanne Gay “‘acquitted”’

On March 10, Roxanne Gay was “acquitted” in a New Jersey
court for the stabbing death of Bienda Gay. her husband. The
state ruled that Roxanne Gay was insane when she killed her
husband--~suffering from delusions of persecution. The judge
also claimed that Roxanne Gay Is still insane, and she will
now have to waste years of her life in a mental institution.

Blenda Gay, a professional football player, beat Roxanne
Gay on many occasions. A neighbor commented: “It sounded
like he literally bounced her head off the wall.” Roxanne Gay
had had enough, and she stabbed Blenda, But the nightmare
didn't end for Roxanne Gay once her husband was dead.

During the trial, the court was more worried about the “good
name” of Blenda Gay than it was about the facl that he was a
wife-beater, A psychiatrist for the prosecution, Dr. Robert
Sadoft, even denied that Blenda beat Roxanne at alll He
claimed that what was going on was “playtul roughhousing”
which Roxanne “expanded in her.mind."”

Under capitalism, defending yourself or fighting back
against abuse is considered a grime or Insang. Living through
beating after beating In thé'name of “marital bliss” is
considered proper and sane, $o.it's no wonder that the state is
uging mental heaith as itg pui:Roxanne Gay away.,
We say iU's right for, I
oppression they tace Linc
no right 1o send Roxarine

activities
Acgording t

individual acts of 1 1
capitalism. However, that i
case. Whether or:not the fiy >
attempts, the capitalist state hag
urge all revolutionaries to defen
from the state's attack on them.

NY legislators push deaih-penalty law

As we go to press, the New York State Legislature is ending
debate on a new version of a capital punishment bill, This bill
would allow the ruling class to execute people who are
convicted of “intentional murders.” Last year, a similar bill
passed in the Legislature, but was vetoed by New York .
Governor Carey. This year, a campaign has been mounted to
get the two-thirds majority needed to over-ride a veto.

The bourgeois press has done its part in this campaign.
They have run story after story about young people murdering
old people, young people in gangs, and sensationalist articles
about “Son of Sam.”

f the fight over the death penalty remains between the
Legislature and Carey, this bill or one just like it witl
eventually pass. Carey’s objections to the death penalty are
based on moralism. And morals have.never kept the ruling
class from butchering working and oppressed people.

The working class must wage a real struggle against the
death penalty The workers must build a movement that says
the ruling class has no right fo judge anyone in this society
because the real crimina!l is capitalism

* = %

In the past year. the number of prisoners receiving free
subscriptions to the Torch/La Antorcha has increased over
tour times. In addition, we are sending more and more
revolutionary literaturé to prisoners around the country. Lack
of tunds keeps us from sending prisoners all the literature
they need. Several onths ago, we launched the Prisoner
Literature Fund to increase the amount of literature we can
send out. We encourage all readers of the Torch/La Antorcha
to donate to the fund. Those who can make a donation ora
monthly pledge. no matter how small, shouid do so. This
money will be used exclusively to send revolutionary literature
to prisoners. Send contributions to: Prisoner Literature
Fund, PO Box 562, New York, NY 10036.

PAGE 6/TORCH/MARCH 15-APRIL 14, 1978

—FH

Latin Prisoners

Dear Comrade:

The Elmira Correction-
al Facility (known to many
as “The Hill"'} is a medium
security institution which
holds 1,200 inmates. The
food which is served here
isn't fit for dogs, the beans
are always burned, the rice
is sometimes soggy or too
stuck together to eat. After
eating the mashed pota-
toes, if one drinks a glass of
water it will dissolve, the
salad is out of this world
(meaning that to eat it one
must eliminate all UFQ's),
the coffee can drive your
car for 4 miles or 60 hours.
One takes a shower and
before he finishes drying up
his feet, he’s dirty again,
because there are no mats
to protect his feet, mildew
is all over the place. The
silver pipes are turning
green, and the drain system
is no good.

"The Kangaroo Court (Ad-
j ent. Committee or Dis-
ry-board) have keep-
nany brothers re-

gloner B. Ward out
Well, they're us-
exciise that we
have increased as-

saults against the officers
300 percent since he's been
in office. This is true, but
that's not because of Ben-
jamin Ward, it's because
the. officers have increased
their harassment. I'm not
saying that Benjamin Ward
is doing a*good job. because
whether it be a capitalist or
Uncle Tom, the prison sys-
tem will still be destructive
to those who enter it.

The Latin Dialogue Or-
ganization started around
March 1972, The purpose of
the organization was to
teach the Hispanic popula-
tion their cultural, histori-
cal and political back-
ground. Then sometime
during 1974 or '75, we
added Marxist-Leninist
theory, party building, cap-
italism, black nationalism,
etc. But as it stands today,
the organization has been
crippled by this administra-
tion because it has labeled
brothers as revolutionaries,
trouble makers, etc. It has
transferred every coordina-
tor that has functioned as
he's supposed to. They de-
moted our time from 2
hours and 16 minutes to an
hour and 30 minutes. They
have just recently stepped
up their harassment against
members of the organiza-
tion. They have harassed
volunteers who come from
the outside to lend us a
hand. They have twice stole
our Puerto Rican Libera-
tion Flag. Twice we almost

i

. “ended -the rebellion.

k., NY

upport the

the Ku Kiux Kian burned a cross on a hitl
“prison in New York. With that, the
risoners took over housing block B-3

ntences, gamnesty for .all those involved in the
sbellion, and removal of racist guards.

The'administration promised to review the grievances
and supposedly- granted amnesty to all the brothers
Anvolved in the rebellion. So in good faith the brothers

-~ Since-then;.the keepers and the state have gone on a
terror campaign; Forty-three brothers were thrown into
segregation and.dhen shipped to prisons ali over the
state. “Ten brothers have been indicted on charges
“including first-degree rioting and first-degree attempted
‘coercion and assault. Eight of the 10 are Latin.
The.keepers have been trying to keep the prisoners
from getting any mail. A frame-up trial is being set up.
- But the-prisonets have continued to fight! They formed
the August 8th Brigade to expose the racist oppression
in the prisons and to defend the brothers who are being
framed. Recently. they filed a ciass action suit to keep
the prison bosses from tampering with theyr. mail-
The August 8th Brigade needs a iot of support.
They've got to contend with KKK guards, sadistic
‘keepers and the racist court system. The August 8th
. BrigadA has no money and, so far, only minimal outside

& orch/La Antorcha can help. Peoptle on
‘ tside ca sendi-contributions for the defense.
Brothers-and sisters-in the prisons can write messages
ort and solidarity. Send letters and contributions

rch/La Antorcha and we will forward them to
de. Sengotacg Torch/La Antorcha, PO Box 562,

rganize at Elmira _

had to riot to get it back
They, take a8 month and »
half to admit a new member
to the organization, etc

ete.

What the Latin Dialogue
Organization is struggling
for is the Liberation of
Puerto Rico and the rest c:
the Latin American Coun-
tries from imperialist rule. 1
personally base my objec-
tives on an internationalist
level, for all oppressed peo-
ple are my people.

I have written to many
organizations out there for
support and possibly &

helping hand, and out of
every organization I have
written to, so far you are
the only one who has given
us the little support you
can give. Without support
from the outside I can't
even attempt to fight
against these Racist, Red-
neck, Uncle Toms and

Puerto Rican traitors that
M;naged the lives
of so™many brothers. I

spend the $11.50 1 receive
from the séﬁtg on books for
the organizations, and that
leaves me broke because I
get no funds from my
family. I spend most of my
time trying to educate as
many brothers that I can. I
stay up until the wee hours
of the morning writing
letters for support, and all
I'm doing is wasting alot of
ink and paper for nothing.
Because sometimes I don't
even get a reply from the
M.F.s. ...

It's one thing to get
stepped on by this admin-
istration and have the pec-
ple cutside call us animals
But it burns me to be
stepped on also by the per-
ple denouncing this system
I have thought so mam
times of leaving the strug
gle. forget the people’s war
and just take care of num
ber one, but I alwavs had
the ideclogy that “lcs
when things get rough. tha
one must struggle ev
harder.”” This is the
thing that has kept me
going for so long.

In closing let me say thai
““In struggle shall we fight.
with unity shall we win, but
with no support we will lose
in the end.”

In peace and unity,
AH ¢
Elmira

&
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On January 31, Arthi
gay prisoner at-the-Su
tional Facitity in Bushnel;- .
and murdered. Dubay was strangled  after -

being raped by an unknown number o‘ assall- &

ants. The state has dec;ded that it witl' press
charges against “two.or three” prisoners for .
the rape/murder. :

The prison keepe
concerned with any | justice in this case.
in fact, they are accomiplices to the rape and
murder. Th prison keepers knew that Dubay

had been harassed before. He had asked for,: -

protection and never received .any.

Moreover, the ruling . class is respnnsxble
tor the conditions that breed these crirmes. .
~ They keep the prisoners jocked up in cag%
They deny them any &egal right to expr&esf
their sexuality. And the illegal. expression—
the rapes—normally go annoticed, or aré
even encouraged. by the prison keepers.

_given the go- |
tep up the at-

nd the state are not

. prisonérs are abl
< enemy.

and ‘how to act.
For gay youth it's worse,
They have to fight all the
" Hes they are taught about
hﬁmosexuahty — usually
* without the chance to even

Who

Boston cops

3\i fobe gay, he ¢
nent fr
! asppe

the puhw New, u (1‘
fm'fm of

, everything gets
| into money, evén

) e and sex. And if you
t something to

creates’ pros-
is. especially
the prostitution
tung women and
If you are
s society, your
‘becoming what
"be are cut off at
If you try to
t the limita-

oppression of
prisons Kkeeps. §
control of the keepers.
" in. some” pri
militant ™ prisoner:
uniting 16 defand
By overcoming S

Lthe ] pnsons the
mgan{ze againist the-real.

HREATENS GAYS AND YOUTH.-

able to end sexual exploita-
tion, or any other kind of

tions ‘on your freedom, you
labelled a

are “problem -
kid” and forced to be “re- exploitation. In fact, it
habilitated” in government keeps looking for new ways

to exploit people. The more
capitalism can exploit and
repress to break the will of
the working class and all
oppressed people— includ-
ing gays and youth—t!
more the capitalist rulers
strengthen their strangle
hold omr society. This is the
real purpose behind the new
police policy in Boston.
Working and oppressed
people must fight against
police repression— whether
it's against gays or wvouth
or prostitutes. We must
fight to overthrow the capi-
talists by Qmaqnmg flhe,r
state and taking

youth programs. Or else
you are completely aban-
doned by society and forced
to fend for yourself. Many
ybung people become “‘run-
aways’’ in order to escape
their oppression. Then they
must face the worst that
this society can dish out—
slave jobs at shit pay,
prostitution, you name it—
simply because they are
eagy victims,

It is because of this
oppression that a large
number of the people who
have become male homo-
sexual prostitutes are under
18 years old. And what is
the state's solution to the
sexual  exploitation of
young prople? — Repression
of gays! Repression of
youth!

we be u')iﬂ
society where we can abo!

End sexual of explaitation

axploitation

Capitalism will never be

and create real freedom for
all working and oppressed
neople, -

gy
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WPrisoner Suits
Fight Torch Ban
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As we reported last month, federal and state prison authon-
tles around the country have banned the Torch/La Antorcha.
The prison keepers fear the developing, revolutionary
consclousness among prisoners, and are trying to prevent
them from reading the Torch/La Antorcha. As part of buiiding
a fight against the banningswe asked that prisoners inform
us every time the Torch reha is withheld, and of any
victories prisoners wi on this issue

We have singe heard from two prisoners who have won
court battles in defense of their rights. One prisoner at the
Connecticut Correctional institution at Somers won a
decision forcing the keepers to allow a previcusly banned
issue of the Torch/La Antorcha into the prison. The second
victory was won by a prisoner at the Clinton Correctional
Facility in New York over his right to communicate with other

prisaners. These are-both- important vietories .. -

The Somers victory Is important in. two ways. Fars* it
means that Connecticut prisons will have more ditficulty
keeping the Torch/La Antorcha out. Second, although the de-
cisioh is only legally binding In Connecticut, it is an important
pteceeent tor the {egal batties tu come. Prisoners can use this
decisiof as ammunition in forcing other states to recognize
their right to receive the Torch/La Antorcha. We wili provide
speczf-c information about -the decisaon to “prisoners on

e specmcally. the Somers decision will be a vaiuable
pre édent in a federal suit being filed by prisoners through the
Natlonal Prison Project, an AGLU affiliate. This suit is aimed
at the entire federat prison system and, if successful, wiil be a
majof victory for the prisoners. We have éccepted an invitation
to join the suit and are waiting" for confirmation.

The victory on -cOrrespondence, while not directy
connected with the Torch/La Antorcha, is an important gain.
When prisoners begin to organize, the keepers ansfer them
to other prisons to bust up their groups. The co
ban enforces this repression. This victory
Dnsoners now have an hoe"'rq ‘5ght this tacti

The sty le to receive "omma fite:
Prisoners haveé\won a series of court fxgh{
which have established this nght This r(g?ht 3 Y lf p( :

are to learn the roots of their ¢
cfgamze 'e ﬂght it

are only the f:rs@ s(eaps T
victories will only b&%
workers’

'sm and the ¢ he. pr;sors as w
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Eritreans and Somalis Fight for
Self-Determination

hlghlahd
people are smal
Christians. In the lowl
sizable working class |
The Eritreans under
are exploited and oppres:
are kept very low; labor

regime; and they live under brutal
government repression.

In the Ogaden. region similar condi-
tions exist. The Ogaden Is located In
the southeast corner of the Ethiopian——-
empire. It-is a dry region, mostly
desert. The people are ethnic Somalls,
who make a living as nomadic herders,
going from place to place in search of
water and grazing land. Since Ethiopia
seized the Ogaden at the turn of the
cengsry. the people have been sub-
jectéd to high taxes and to religious
persecution. The Ogaden Somalis are
Moslems, while their Ethiopian rulers
are Christians. The people of the
Ogaden are ethnically and culturally.
the same as the Somalis of neighbor-
ing Somalia.

Russian imperialism
aids Ethiopian regime

Of these two liberation struggies,
the Eritrean is closer to victory. After
17 years of guerrilla war, the Eritrean
forces control 85 percent of the
country. Only the five largest cities
remain in Ethiopian hands. The Eri-
treans have surrounded them and are .
subjecting them to daily. bombard-
ment. If it were not for imperialist in-_
tervention on the side of Ethiopia, the
total liberation of Eritrea would be only
a matter of time.

Inthe Ogaden, the Somalis last year
took advantage of Ethiopia's internai
instability and the fact that the Ethi-
opian. army ‘was pmned down in
Eritrea. Bdcked by neighboring So-
mglia‘s arms, troops, and air power.

'traat because they
match the Ethlopians

nounced that it was wlthdrawing its
forces from the Ogaden. Their with-
drawal Ieaves the people of the Ogaden

e : Ethloptan-and-—

s of “this writing,
one-thlrd of the region ~has already
been seized. The rest will be overruni in
a few days. .

It is too early to -say definitively what
will happen now on the Horn of Africa.
Neither the Eritreans nor the Somalis
are in a position to fight a conventional
war with Ethiopia. The Somalis ap-
pear to have been effectively put out of
action. But the Eritreans are in'a better

" position to wage a long-term guerrilla

struggte. Their forces are highly mo-
tivated, they are well dug in, and they
have the-overwhelming support of the
population.

However, the newly-arrived planes
and tanks are bound to hurt the Eri-
trean struggle. Moreover, the Ethi-
opian troops stationed in the Ogaden
will soon be moved to Eritrea. The
Eritreans will probably survive the on-
slaught, although they wili .undoubt-
edly suffer serious sétbacks and may
have to abandon the cmes they- have
captured. s

The wars i Ogaden and _Eritrea
are a result o the historic oppression.
of peoples that resulted from the im-
perialist carve-up of Africa. in the
1880s and 1890s the European impe-
rialists divided Africa among them-
selves without any regard for the Afri-
cans' ethnic. religious, or tlinguistic

" boundaries.

The borders often cut up major
ethnic groups among several colonies.

More often still, whole peoples were
Incorporated in colonies where they
came to be dominated by other ethnic
groups. These colonies eventually
became today’s African states.

The Horn of Africa Is typical of this
history. Eritrea was an ltallan colony
up to the end of World War Il. In 1952
U.S. Iimperialism, acting through the
United Nations, handed Eritrea over to
Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia,
without consulting the Eritrean popu-
lation. Selassie’s rule proved to be bru-
tally repressive. He imposed Amharic
as the official language. He -outlawed
all independent political parties, shut
down newspapers, banned trade un-
ions, and arrested or shot all ‘'opposi-
tion. In 1958 his troops put down a
general strike by firing machine guns
on the workers.

The history of the Ogaden and So-
malia is similar. After Ethiopia’s King
Menellk il defeated the Italians at
Adowa in 1896, the European powers
decided to cut him in on the imperialist
action. Somalia was divided five ways:
the Ogaden went to Ethiopla; three

=
-
pieces went, respectively” 1%«a—-B‘ﬁ“:axr
France, and ltaly; and a fifth piece
became part of British-ruled Kenya
where it remains to this day

In 1960 the imperialists allowed the

British and Italian-held sectors t¢
merge and form the independent state
of Somalia. Beginning in 1961, the
Somalis of the Ogaden fought a long
guerrilla struggle to Kkick out the
Ethiopians and join Somalia. The Ethi-
opians finally stamped it out in 197¢
after Somalia’s current state-capitalis:
government of Siad Barre betrayed the
struggle to make a deal with Selassic

Dergue continues
national oppression

Selassie fell in September 1974 H.
was replaced by the current mititar,
government, known as the Dergus
(pronounced Derg) The Dergue wraps
itself In “Marxist-Leninist” rhetoric
but it has pledged to continue Selas-
sie's policies of national oppression

To preserve the empire, the Dergue
is following a domestic policy of tota:
regimentation of the population and
widespread terror against real and
imagined opponents. The Confedera-
tion of Ethiopian Trade Unions (CETU)
has been banned since December
1975. It has been replaced with a
government-controlled bureau which
all unions must join and obey. Mili-
tant workers have been arrested or shot
and many unions have been dis-
banded. Neighborhood committees.
called kebeles, have been organized tc
control the population all the way
down to the city block level

Meanwhile, thousands are killed on
the streets every week in a gruesame
campaign to stamp out all oppositior
to the government. These policies
further prove that, instead of sociai-
ism, the Dergue is building a brutally
centralized state-capitalist system.
with the army bureaucracy as the new
ruling class,

role that imperialism plays in

e Hor Africa can be seen by look-
ing at the Dergue’s foreign policy. The
Horn of Africa is extremely important
to the imperialist powers. Whoever
controls the Horn controls acgess to

(Continued on next page:!

Poster

from
RML-Jamaica
RSL-USA

22 x 28"
$2.50 (mail orders)
$2.00 (5 or more)

DEATH TO APARTHEID!
VICTORY TO THE BLACK WORKERS'
REVOLUTION
IN SOUTH AFRICA!

South Africa:
Victory to the Black
Workers’ Revolution $.35

ORDER FROM: RSL, PO
Box 562, New York, NY 10036.




oG o

_and the international class struggle.
uccessful struggles for national self-
f  determination weaken the imperialist
sy and help to open up the class
gl’e" he countries -involved,

Masses rshel agaihst Iranian dictatorship

f
On February 18. a massive rebellion broke out in Tabriz, iran's second largest
clty. The masses were protesting the death of 70 people in a previous repeltion in

the city of Qom on January 9. The demonstrators in Tabriz attacked the
headquarters of the National Resurgence Party, thé only legai potiticai
arganization in lran. They aiso set fire to tour banks and damaged 83 otre
110 people were killed In Yabriz by potice or army traops. Shah Mona
Fahiavi's government aiso jailed over 700 mititants

. The shah's regime is ond of the most brutal in the worid. His secret pohice,

AVAK, has Jailed or murdered over 100,000 political prisoners. But mass

fih ltl(m to the shah.has been growing steadily. Last November 15, 4.000

] onstrated against government repression On the same
‘Qbusanda of lran siudsms in1e .8, massed in Washington, D.C .

3t the shah’s visit here. These latest rebetiiors in Qom and Tabriz are me

t aﬁtl«govarnmanl protasts in 15 years.

The shahhas been building Iran into an imperialist power in the Middie East

~ But now !hsse mighty rebellions at home may force him to beat a retreat The

more problems he has at home, the less can he throw his weight around

Q@\hbofir\‘g countries.

8, students in Legon burnt Colonei Acheampong in effigy
amp ng s the head of the regime). This touched off a struggle with riot
Jrilversity of Ghana, In Accra, and the University of Sclence and
1;-stlidents went on strike against the regime. Troops were
fotests. Government thugs have also broken up
°r0fessional Bodies Association, which demands an

-cdlled clvilans wili continue to oppress the Ghanaian people.
tul that Acheampong's rigged referendum will end the struggle for

%;xFebruary 22, thé Brmsh ovemmem ordered a two-month ban on political
" demonstrations in the London area. The ruling class wants to suppress
workmg-class campaigns to drive the fascist National Front off the streets.
tional Front has organized racist attacks cn the
i s and Pakistanis living In Britain. Trade
union militants, leftist organizations and community groups have mobilized
t'the Front’s attacks. In the latest of a long series

slton, last February 10 it ow, under the ban, the fascists will have a free
i to spread their filth. Mﬁi nts.who try to stop them will end up in jafi.

. r by making an open appea! to racist vc«’f"e?s,,On
January 31, Margaret Thatcher, head of the Conservatives, warned that the
country “might e swamped by peopie witha different cuiture.” She wants a ban
on the immigration of Black and Brown peoples.

As British capitalism staggers from crisis to crisis, the bourgeols politicians
will:step up their open appeals to racism and their defense of the fascists. By
attacking the most oppressed, they hope to spiit the workers and buy themseives
a little time.

&

-Urilike these groups, we don't’ jo .

African Unity fear thatf a victory by .t
Ogaden Somatis might - inspire =op=

pressed  peoples -within their E gro
frontiers to fight for self»detevmina to the state—cap tali y o
tion. ¢  mak Italian Communist Party backs government

] ere alsi

The real losers in this imper]
chess game are the oppressed peopies
of Eritrea and the Ogaderi, ‘who st
now fight virtually unaided against he
strengthened Ethioplan dictatorship.”
Revolutionary Marxists support the:
nght ‘of th ritréans, . the Ogaden .
“Somalis W .other - oppressed -
peoples with Ethiopia . to = freely- b ‘
determine thel Qf‘?\‘vn p%htt;cal ft?;f‘ s?;; ts:T:g\fa[;sme bui { Bu( the workers' momentum died down after Andrectti resrg
support is not affects ,f vﬁm erial- amance‘ sed nationa Communist Party leaders downplayed mass action white t
R ot akas 1n Ean OtAfe” P raret i fonary role in the government. it remains to be seen, however, w
tstjnpsc;;v:; t:n}jf:ulgpgiits bar;‘;?j on the government can prevent workers’ s!ruggles from breaking Sutagal

On March 8, Hallan Prime Mén!ster Giullo Andreotti worked out adsa% with the
it
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Luis Lausell, president of UTIER, addresses meeting in front of Capitol building, San Juan.

While Governor |

is stepping up gov i
violence against the worker
larly the UTIER, neither”
backing down on’ demands. for
wage increases. ’ %

Unions and—lpicket
lines attacked

TUAMA has not negotiated with the
MBA since late January. UTIER broke
»ff taiks with the AFF in mid-February
after the government met the union's
compromise proposatl for an 81 cent an
nour wage increase with an offer of
only 31 cents. With neither unjon
willing to re-open talks with the gov-
ernment, the strikes are being fought
out on the picket lines.

On February 18, the government
retaliated with a police attack on
UTIER pickets in front of the Puerto
Nuevo thermoelectric plant. As the
strikers tried to stop scabs from
entering, the police shot down two

workers and injured 20 others with '

clubs.

The government has also filed a i;\ﬂ
suit against UTIER, claiming $3.5 mil-
tion in damages for acts of sabotage.
While workers have. taken. action
against the colonial ~government's
property to heip win the strike, the iaw
suit is nothing but a propaganda trick.
Barcelo’s own agents have been blow-
ing up power lines from the beginning
of the strike as part of a government
campaign to turn the Puerto Rican
people against the strikers. Using
newspapers, radio and TV, Barcelo's
government is afso playing up UTIER
.President. Luis Lausel!’s position as a

. T awm FWAATINLE FRAATIINLY w A TSDAIL
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t ab ringing in scabs
ER on a- large scale,
F managemént has been
b to do this.

Behind.the bitter struggle over these
strikes is.the possibility of a new
wave of arniti-colonial revolt among the
Puerto Rican working class. The
worsening ‘economic crisis in Puerte
Rico is strengthening anti-imperialist
sentiment. Under the heel of U.S. rule,
unemployment is nearing the 50 per-
cent ievel. Two-thirds of the Puerto
Rican peopie  are eligible for food
stamps. Inflation is pushing the mas-
ses of Puerto Rican workers even
further into poverty. -

Through smashing these strikes,
Barcelo hopes he can hold down
wages in Pgerto Rico and attract more
investment to stimulate the economy.
This would also demoralize the labor
movement before the workers develop
the confidence to make their struggle
political and fight directly for the
liberation of Puertd Rico from U.S.
rule.

Beyond this, Barcelo heeds a victory
over UTIER and TUAMA to further.his
strategy for making Puerto Rico the
51st state of the U.5. Barcelo sees
statehood as a way to deal a setback to
the natidnal liberation movement that
wouid take it years to ovércome. He
also wanis the federal economic ald

Py

Grows in Puerto Rico

and benefits which statehood would
bring to help ease the economic crisis.

The chief internal obstacle in the
way of Barcelo's ambition for state-
hood is the militant fabor movement in
Puerto Rico. While wages remain far
lower in Puerto Rico, the trade unions
have made progress in closing the gap
with the U.5. As a result, U.S. corpo-
rations no longer view Puerto Rico as a
primary source of cheap labor. Instead,
the U.S. capitalists are now using
Puerto Rico mainly as a tax shelter for
banking operations and industries
such as oil refining, which employ
little labor.

U.8. investments in Puerto Rico are
exempt from almost all taxation. They
are not subject to federal regulations
dealing with environmentai protection
and health and safety standards for
workers, or to other social legislation.
If Puerto Rico becomes a state, it will
fose these remaining attractions for
U.S: business. So, Barcelo is trying to
convince the U.S. ruling class that he
can compensate for this by crushing
the trade unions and restoring Puerto
Rico as a pool of cheap labor for U.S.
industries.

Last fall, Barcelo ordered brutal acts
of repression against the labor move-
ment. In October, a secret police
“death squad” tortured Juan Rafael
Caballero, a Teamster shop steward, to
death. When an influential anti-labor
lawyer from the U.S. was assassina-
ted, another Teamster organizer, Mi-

The biggest sugar strike in Jamai-
can history has ended In victory for the
workers, Twenty thousand field and
factory workers waged a month-long
struggle against the government-
owned National Sugar Company (NSC)
and the Sugar Producers Federation
(SPF), a group dominated by the big
private land owners. In sarly March,
the strikers won a 20 percent across-
the-board wage increase (about $9—
Jamaican). This brings- the average
wage in the industry up to about $53
per week (about $39 U.S.). For the first
time, the sugar workers also won a
pénsion plan.

The sugar workers' strike followed a

" January work stoppage by co-opera-

tive farmers. The farrhers'were protest-
ing the government’s failure to repay
them $10 miltion which it borrowed in
1975 to set up the co-ops. Over 20

' co-ops refused to deliver sugar cane to

the NSC grindfng factories at Frome.
Monymusk and Bernard “Lodge. This
forced management al these factories

\

guel Cabrera, was framed for - ¢
death

With these and simitar
Barcelo created an atmosphere
teria and fear in preparation fo
against UTIER, his main targer 7z
has led the rest of the Pueric o _
labor moveiment in the strugs -
higher wages lts wage scaie
highest on the island UTIER =<
close ties with the PSP, the m
independence party. T

TGy

Te  Kez:
working class in line, Barcelo s -
te purge the militant. pro
dence political forces.

in December, Barceio aeliner-
provoked the UTIER strike by cc.
ing the union’'s demand fora ¢ &
hour wage increase with an
ceptable offer of 18 cents. With
on strike, Barcelo felt he couic
power shortages and the thres
serious economic trouble as ius:
tion for breaking the union win o
foree.

General strike needed

While for the moment Barce
blocked from using troops. ihe
attack and other incidenis sh
he has not given up T
movement must continue
level of action in support
TUAMA

The next step in the strugg:
build for a general strike 2t
government repression and to
strikers’ demands. To allow trs
to go on as is risks exhaustir.
workers and their supporters an
lead to defeat. A general strike
other hand, can bring th
strength of the Puerto Rican wo
class into action at the same time " -
pressure Barcelo into backing dcnr
The formation of the broad basea
Trade Union Committee indicate
real rank-and-file support for a gerz2
strike could be organized in a:mi:
every union in the coalition

Puerto Rico can never be free 3.
long as it is owned and run by . =
imperialism. Statehood and at: '~

-

other osalg for making Pue~
Ricg/a per! nt part of the U.§
-change-the cotonighexpioiar"—"

and oppression which the U.S. .
class inflicts daily upon the peop's =
Puerto Rico.

As the present strikes demonsirais
it is the working class which has ¢
power, determination, and abilit;
unify the masses of oppressed peor~
which are necessary to leac
reyolution against U.S. imperialis—
victory in these strikes will b
important opening for the worke
strengthen the national liber
movement under their class le
ship.T]

to cut bacK production.

The resulting threat of layoffs at 17¢
factories brought the sugar work
into action. Starting with short waix-
outs at.Frome and Bernard Lodge 2
powerful strike movement of factory
and field workers developed by mic-
February. The 'workers quickly w¢
past protesting layoffs and be
making wage and other demands.

:

the 21st, 10 of the dozen or so grindicg
factories were shut down.

The co-op farmers were limited ©©
partially closing operations at the thr&?

B
ag

factories they supplied. The strix
sugar workers, however, used
direct control of the factories to
lyze the cane harvest across the is
The big estate owners were forc
let their cane rot in the fields.
The People’s National Party {
government of Prime Minister Mich
Manley- sided squarely with the 57
against the striking unions.
ernment itself is-one of the
{Continued o7




anize their own revolutionary
party and fighting organizations to
~defend the'masses both from Somoza

an extra month's salary for
all workers.
) Workers throughout Nica-
,ragua iresponded by going
“into thé'streets demanding:
. ‘*Daath to Somoza!” “Somo-
" za‘resign(" d@nd “We want
democracy!” In Masaya, the
ative ngaraguan (Indian)
rose up In what
lled a *virtual
In Dirlamba,
the Sandi-
Liberation

)/ general strlke
! emora“zatlon

riot police. Th
jailed at least 18
including 15-20 trad

ﬁi leaders. .

. Despite the milil

3 showr by the youth;

y - strike failed to shui- down,

d- . )

Nt s h

Ul Haymarket Books the

3y book service of the RSL, as ¢

x carries. a wide selegtuon‘ eruvia

¢ ) of revolutionary. litera- | insists tha
ture, inclading Marx; En- |}~ ment

trols, and t

els, Lenii and Trois
geis, ey, subsidies

as well as books: on
tabor history, Black i;b-
eration, sconomics: and
more. Haymarketi also
has a number of books

A-d A

general str{k‘e rast Ju Y- Thai

- def(s
ragla and keep the country

ass s R se ~yp Against Somoza Regsiné

ization, the Democratic Lib-
eral Unlon (DLU), calleda na-
tional protest strike on Janu-
ary 23. Although the strike
shut down Nicaraguan com-
mercé and industry for two
weeks, It failed to topple
Somoza from power.

Fhe capitalist politicians
feared the working class
even more than they op-
posed Somoza. They refused
to arm the workers for an as-
sault against the govern-
ment. As a result, Somoza
was able to walt out the
strike and remain In office.

After the strike, DLU lead-
ars congratulated them-
selves on its peaceful nature
and demanded U.S. support
DLU leader Ratael C. Rivas
declared: "It was a test of
fire for the doctrine of Presi-
dent Carter on human rights.
I Somoza does not fall from
power after the combined
opposition in  Nicaragua
démonstrated strength, ca-
pacity, order and control, the
Carter Doctrine will go up in
smoke.”

But the U.S. has carefully
remalned neutral. The U.S,
rullng’ class wants only to
the rebeltion in Nica-

safe as a major base for U.S.
imperialism in Latin Amer-
ica.

The U.S. set up the Somo-
za family.as rulers of Nica-
ragua in 1933. Since then the
Somozas have been loyal
supporters of U.S. imperial-

provide the government with
the opening it needs to go on
the attack while the workers
are digoriented.

) -t talking  about

busingssman criticized Car-
M_-M”gms and elections

~ap T

Joaquin Chamorro.

ism. They allowed e U.S.
to tfaunch its imperialist in-
vasion of Cuba in 1861 from
Nicaragua. They even of-
fered to send Nicaraguan
troops to fight in the racist
war in Vietnam

The U.S. would tike Somo-
za to step down in 1981 so
that it can set up a better-
looking cover fer (mperialist
rute. It's unwiiling to sup-
port the rebellion because it
fears a blow-up In Nicaragua

could threaten capitalist
rule throughout Centrail
America.

No alliance
with capitalists

The capitalist opposition
in Nicaragua believes it must
take power quickly to head
off a workers' revolution
which might threaten its
own wealth and power. One

when people here are calling
for arms to overthrow the
dictatorshlp. This situation
can't last until 1981.7

Right now the capitalists
are issuing militant-sound-
ing appeals supporting the
Sandinistas. The Group of
Twelve, which led the generat
strike, said: "It is essential
that all Nicaraguans seeking
a new and better homeland
support the FSLN unreserv-
edly "

They can afford to do this
because the Sandinistas
have no intention of-ieading
the workers to power. The
Sundinista leaders claim to
be communists. but they
the capital-
irst we are
Nicaraguansg;n‘d then we are
Marxists.”

Reveclutionartes in Nicara-
gua shéwd 3 we'v

forces can smke a‘gam
Somoza reg}me Bust

cap%taﬁ%t
stead they must cgg;a
workers and’ psasa( e
power * ‘hemselv 3

o
' o in Spanish. For a iree
>, ::r;talzg, write to: Hay- strike .shut” down Lima and
' " _fharket Books, PO Box 10 other Dem'n?\ c -
& ’ “g062, Chicago, mmols Bermudez was forced . N
60680. retreat and Cdﬂce{ his “at-
\ _/  tacks on the workers.
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Last month, February 21, marked 13
years since Malcolm X was assassi-
nated In New York City. For the annl-
versary of Malcolm X's death, Wayne

Gordon gave a talk to the New York.

branch of the RSL, focussing on
Maicolm X’s evolution and his contri-
butions to the striggle of Black and all
oppressed people against the capital-
ist system. Below are excerpts from the
talk.

BY WAYNE GORDON

It is hard to define Malcolm X in any
cut-and-dried fashion, because his life
was one of constant change and
growth. He spent his early adult years
as a pimp, dope pusher and dope user,
thief and gangster He had been de-
moralized by the speclal hell that
capitalism reserves for Black people.
At the same time, Malcolm X always
remembered his father-—a Garveyite—
a militant nationalist who had been
murdered by the Ku Kiux Klan.

in 1946 Malcolm X was convicted of
burglery and sentenced to 10 years in
jail _In prisan his famity brought him
the message of Elijah Muhammad,
leader of the Nation of Isiam. After he
teft prison in 1852, Malcolm X was to
become the Nation of Islam's leading
spokesman and organizer. He built the
organization from 400 in 1952 to 40,000
in 1960.

The message the Muslims reached

to the wrong €nemy:
(literally) demons Ingtead
geoisie as. r
would be wron
stde, the par
Malcolm X's
the Black n
One thing.

yourself for your suffering, of knowing
your history, is something that all the
oppressed have to learn, regardless of
race.

The main ideological influence in the
Black community. teaching self-hatred
and servility, is the Christian church
Malcoim X attacked it bitterly. He said.

“The white man has brainwashed us
Biack people to festen our gaze upon 2
biond-haired, biue-eved Jesus? We're

taught us to shout and sing and pray
ntil we dle, to ntil death, for

Black Musiim, the
the Grassroots,” he

speech as a
“Message to
declared:

“Revolution is bloody, revolution is
hostile, revolution knows no compro-
mise. .. .It's based on land. A revolu-
tionary wants land so he can set up his
own -nation, an independent nation.
These (liberal) Negroes aren’t asking
for any nation—they’re trying to crawi
back on the plantation.”

Malcolm X's nationalism was di-
rectly counterposed {o the liberal inte-
grationism of the leaders of the civil
rights movement, particularly Martin
Luther King. Jr Through a combina-
tion of lawsuits and mass non-vicient
demonstrations and boycotts, these
so-called leaders aimed to pressure the
liberal capitalists inta forcing the
Southern segregstionists 10 drop their

most obnoxious laws

-yoe L

T T

which made the U.S. politically sensi-
tive to how it looked in the eyes of
Africa, Asla, and Latin America. The
Iintegrationists believed that U.S. capi-
talism was a good system, which left
oul Black pecple only because of the
prejudices and interests of the South-
erp wing of the bourgeoisie and white
workers. They believed that the liberal

- bourgeoisie, through the medium of

he liberal Democrats, would be willing
toally with the Black movement (under
a little pressure). Then the middie-
class elements who led the movement
would be able to integrate into middle-
class America. They would become
corporate managers, college profes-
sors, civil servants, and suburban
homaowners—just like the rest of the
middle class.

“Leaders’ try to
hold back struggle

But to do this, " the  integrationists
had to hold the masses of Black peopie
in check. The urban masses in particu-
lar continually tended to go beyond the
control of the integrationists. After ail,
even if all laws behind segregation.and
discrimination were abolished, the
Black ghetto dweller would still be
poor, underemployed, with stinking

schools and services. The integration-
ists were afraid that the anger and'

bitterness of the Black masses would
explode in a struggle against the entire
capitalist class, not just its Southern
branch. When Black people did rise up,
as in the rebellions of the mid-'60s, the
civil rights “leaders” supported the
capitalists’ efforts to crush them.
After the 1967 Black uprisings in
Newark and Detroit, King and other
“leaders” issued a statement support-
ing President Johnson's calls for “law
and order” and denouncing “mob
rule.” “Non-violent” Martin Luther
King, Jr., had stated: “I'm very sorry

. tederal troops had to be cailed .in. But

there’s no question that when a riot
erupts it has to be haited.” Non-vio-
lence was for the masses, but violence
was all right for the government against
the masses. That's why they gave him
the Nobe! Peace Prize. for pacifying
the people.

Malcolm X put no faith in the liberals
and thejr strategy to give the U.S. a
better image. “The white liberal differs
from the white conservative-in only one
way: the liberal is more deceitful than
the conservative.” He gave no.support
to the Democrats: “Fm not a Demo-
crat. 'm not a Republican. | don’t even
consider myself an American....I'm
speaking as what | am: one of twenty-
two million Black people in this coun-
try who are victims of your demaocratic
system.™

Kno
Compr

and the poorer Biacks, for whor
gration was meaningless, Maicoi~
saw a class difference. He como . -:
the first group to the "nouse s .=
the old plantations and 1 -
group to the “field slave.”

“Now then, you have the masses o
Black people in this country who ar
the offshoot of the field Negro. dur
slavery. They are the masses.
the ones who are jobless. They a
last hired and the first fired. Th
the ones who are forced to live
ghetto and the slum. They are the ores
who are not allowed to integrate. ™
are not the hand-picked Negroes who
benefit from token integration. They
are not the bourgeoisie who got the
crumbs that fall from the white man's
table. They are not the ones who can
slip into the White House or these big
hotels when the doors are opened up
These are the ones who still are forced

to get a third-rate gducation or forced
to work i orsy form of a job. They
benafmape, or form what-
soever from this thing that is called
democracy.”

Malcolm X took his stard wir "¢
“field Negroes.” He stood with
Black masses in their stru
freedom from reactionary U.S. ca
ism. He denounced the civii
leaders as Uncle Toms who workst
defend the system against the G
of the masses of Black pec;

What Malcolm X had to say t© "7¢
Black masses was best in its-attacx 27
the middle-class integration
was weakest in making positive
sals. The program he had learnec
Elijah Muhammad was for the s
tion of Black people into their ow®

-ory. glther by go
«ing off a piece
er very clear

be accomp!
secpis were

- peopie integrat
nehieve that they
;0 the country’

Vertn nothing to sa
ly. the Natior
s-off approach

:
r
Jovement. Thousand
cemonstrated for the
Naton of Islam wa:

seen Hundreds of
2rmed the cadre of ¢
lives on
m the M
ra2se young militan
g ired Malcoin

2 down to it th
:gading mass s
m nationalists v

£~ active part of the
cegrding fo the B
X “Maicolm w
pressing Elijah Muhan
510 10 become involv
s. Each time Mal
and unequivocal
e to thg point the
colm not to raise t
faicoim obeyed.”




.

oppressed have to learn,
race.

The main ideological influence in the
Black commumty teaching self-hatred
and servility, is the Chnst:an church.
Malcolm X attackéd:it bitterly. He said:

“The'w has brainwashed us

Sus who doesn't even
..The white man has

worshipping a
Iook like us'
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and the poorer Biacks, for whaom nis
gration was meaningless. Malcn
saw a class difference. He cor
the first group to the “house st
the ofd plantations and the
group to the “field slave.”
“Now then, you have the massss of
Black people in this country whe
the oftshoot of the field Negro. durr
slavery. They are the masses. They are
the ones who are jobless. They are the
last hired and the first fired. Thay are
the ones who are forced to live in the . .
ghetto and the slum. They are the onss Muslims avoid

who are not allowed to integrate. Tt civil rights mo\
are not the hand-picked Negroes w i

ry. either by going
g off a piece ¢
ever very clear jus
to be accompiist
seople were nc
“k people integrate |
cehieve that they w
K sp the country? A
ms were reduced
which was no
nan praying to Christ,

-benefit from token integration. They
are not the bourgeoisie who got the
crumbs that fall from the white man's
table. They are not the ones who can
slip into the White House or these big
hotels when the doors are opened up.
These are the ones who still are forced

& Wwinnothing to say a
tively. the Nation tc
ands-off approach to

overment. Thousands ¢
‘cemonstrated for their
on of istam was s
Hundreds of
d the cadre of SN

to get a third-rate education or forced
to work || orsyform of & job. They Buiting their lives on th
~benefitit no w. hape, or form whaf- fany nelp from the Mus
soever from this thing that is called: @rese young militants
‘democracy.” end admired Malcoim )
Malcoim X took his stand wih ¢ tame down o if, the
“field Negroes." He stood with the zre teading mass stru
Black masses in their struggie for  @Musim nationalists wer
freedom from reactionary U.S. But Maicolm X wante
ism. He denounced the ¢! wanied the Nation of Is]
leaders as Uncle Toms who wor Be active part of the
defend the system against the str cording to the 8
of the masses of Black peopie.

the middle-class integrationis
was weakest in making positive p
sals. The program he had learned from
" Elijah Muhammad ‘was for the separa-
Non of ‘Black ple into their ow”

:oim not to raise:
icolm obheyed.”

ht for the govemmant agams!
the masses. That's why théy gave him
the Nobel Peace Prize, for pamfymg
the eople

olm X put no faith in the i

tiberal capitalist:

Southern segrega

most obnoxious laws.

This® was in context of “th
post-war prosperity.and the Cold War,

Setween the msddle»c ks
- who Wanted to get into U.sS. soslety  Non-
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For example, in 1962 the Los
Angeles police attacked the Muslims,

¢ starting a gun battle that ended with
one Muslim dead and 14 wounded and
arrested. Malcolm X fiew in from New
York and ofganizéed an unprecedented
ith Black Christian min-

me sort of acnon
si:’But then Elijah
ddenly- called off the

‘ship
was due to jts'conservative politics and
lack’of militancy: From his Auto-
biography, edited by Alex Haley, the
_ liberal author of Roots, It looks like he

left the MUslims because of Its corrup-
KD ion or because he was learning about

st orthodox am. This Is true, but it's

%@ X%lef\ the Muslims
anted a militant move-
more orthodox reli-

say to the
s attack on
Jnists. He
tive propo-
arned from
he separa-
their own

who through

ism. First he dropped the call for a
separate country, re-defining nationai-
ism to mean self-organization of the
Black community.. He said: “We are
not separationists, nor are we integra-
tionlsts.” Eventualiy he dropped this
use of the "npationalism” {abe! aiso.
What moved him especially was his
trips abroad. breaking out of his U.S.-
limited vision, which the Nation had
maintained in spite of its claim to in-
ternationalism. In a January 1965 inter-
view with the SWP's Young Socialist
magazine, Malcoim X sald:
“...when | was in Africa in May, in
Ghana, | was speaking with the
Algerian ambassador who issextremely
militant and Is a revolutionary In the
true sense of the word (and has his
credentlals as such for having carried
on a successful revolution agalnst

A slave owner

cunning and

vmhlm? Because he—

as . rican, but he
nd to all appéarances

£ t Athin’king and
my definition of Black

tionalism, Malcsim X
worfd revoiuﬂon.

the rebelllon agamst
-and colol faltsm wh

fn Luther King (right).

/defense calling for the f o*mu“ﬂ o

mahze !ﬁa* t*hey’f ‘Eifasdﬁs

MARCH

oppressed against the oppressor, the
exploited against the exploiter. The
Negro revoiution is not a raclal revolt.”
The Organization of Afro-American
Unity {(OAAU) was 1o be international.
ingluding Blacks in the 'U.St, Canapa
the Caribbean. and Latin AR
Malcolm X started chapters of the

OAAU. compesed of US. Biacks
abroad. In France and in Africa. He
intended to ally the OAAU with the

OAU, thus tying 1ogether all peaple of
African descent. How this would reiate
to the rest of the oppressed is not
clear.

While Malcoim X rejected nationai-
ism, he continued to oppose integra-
tionism. He preferred the siogans of
“equality” or “human rights.” The
program of the CAAU stated that: "We
consider the word ‘integration’ a mis-
leading, false term .recent experi-
ence shows that ‘integration’ actuaity

describes the process by which. the
best contributions of Afro-Americans,
in fact of all non white people, would
continue absgrbed without note
or-expigfted-to’
while the masses of both white and
non-white people would remain un:
equal and unbenefited.

The OAAU also called fur the self-
organization of Blacks. nc! out of
nationalism. but for the practicai pur-
poses of struggle. In fact. the whole
purpose of the OAAU was mifitant
struggle. Malcoim X wanted his new
organization to play a prominent rols in
leading the Black masses in the fight
for freedom.

Free from the restraints of the
Nation of Isiam, Malcolm X could now
participate In the Civil Rights Move-
ment. When Martin Luther King, Jr..
was arrested in Selma, Alabama,
SNCC's young militants invited Mal-
colm X to speak at a rally against the
jallings. Andrew Young, King's aide,
was opposed, fearing that Maicolm X
would call for violence. Maicoim X
promised the organizers that he
wouldn’t advocate violence and. on
this understanding. spoke:

“] do not call for violence, but if a

. man steps on my toes ! will step on

his. The white man had better be glad
that Dr. King Is leading a nonviolent
revolution. There are those of us who

are waiting for him to fail. Then the real
revolution will begln.”

He continued to advocats se
rifle clubs by Black people,
our duty to our pe&&h’to organ
yplves and let the governmi
hat if they don't c!op the Ki

p it oursaives . i you and

-35%1 belo

e the g&s ov i

fit-a-fortunate-few—




Many workers and peasafits

may be tricked into accept- .
ing their assurance that the "

settlement guarantees Black
rule. In large part, rejecﬂon

— of-the agreement depends on

the ability of the ‘guerrilla_

forces fngh ing the Smith re-

bwe, has condemned the .

;hedgmg its b ,ts‘

settlement. as “the perpeiu

tion of Snﬂths rule with
black faces.” : They" have
sworn to continue ‘the war
against white ruie ‘and the:

new  puppet government.
BUt they are based in Mo-
zambique and Zambia and it
is not clear if they have
enough support inside_the

country to counter the lies of ",

the Blaqk ‘puppet leaders.

abandon. the “guerrillas and
accept his deal as. the best:
they can get. .

Anocther factor in the suc-

cess-of the agreement is the

role of U'S; imperialism. For
the past two years, the U.S:

- ruling class has been trying

to stop the fighting in Zimba-
bwe. They feart - that the
armed struggle will' spread,
threatening their vast invest-
ments in South Africa:
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weakened  the
_ struggle. Nkomo has refused
' -to commit the majotity of his
forces to the struggle in the

_ proves that “peaceful” nego-'

U.S. Speaking Tour

Planned for Jamaican..

Revolutionary

In late April, a leading
member of the Revolutionary
Marxist League (RML)-da-
maica will begin a nation-
wide speaking tour of the
U.S. May Day talks in New
York City on April 28 and 29
and Detroit on April 30 will
be followed by public talks
in Los Angeles and Chicago.

The tour will provide an
opportunity for workers in
the U.S., Caribbean workers
in particular, to hear a first-
hand account of the current
political sltuation in Jamai-

ront, refused to join
rrent negotiations with
While: maintaining ,
’rll'a 'struggte, they
~consistent nego-
th U.S. and Brit-
ats to win the sup-
imperialist

ey made sig-
ssions to these
a meeting in
re ‘the meeting,
tic' Front leaders
ted on an immedi-
nsfer of power to the
ic Front. “At Malta
to-a deal which
'fhe British impe-

ent, while UN troops
]edth country in prep-

liberatjon

hope that a compromise

. could be reached. While they

negouated ‘With the imperial-
ists; Smith" gained time to
put over his deal.

No deals with

Smith!

To win Black rule, “the .
workers and peasants of Zi-
mbabwe must refuse. any
‘deal with Smith and his ‘pup-
pets. The current” agreement o

tiations will only lead to the
continuation 6f white domi-
nation. The racist white mi-

ileges without a fight.

© Workers and peasants can -

further their struggle by join.
ing the armed forces of the

‘Patriotic Front. But they
should have no*ﬂlus«ons in

the -leaders of the Pa ‘!oﬂc

demons.raied their willin
ness to cut a deal with the
imperialists. ‘While support-
ing the armed struggle, work-
ers' must begin to build:
Leninist revolutionary party
that ‘can ltead the fight: for

ist revolution.r”

nority witl not give up its priv-=

real freedom through social- )

ca. In addition, the RML rep-
resentative will discuss the
tasks of building a world-
wide revolutionary party

RML fights
Jamaican
capitalism

The political situation in
Jamaica today offers enor-
mous opportunities for revo-
lutionary Marxists. Sharp at-
tacks on the Jamaican work-
ing class by Prime Minister
Michael Manley's fake-
socialist government make
it clear that the only alter-
native to increased capitalist
misery is the overthrow of
Jamaican capitalism and the
establishment of -workers’
and small farmers' rule. The
RML is the only organization
in Jamaica fighting for .© s
program.

The tour is being spon-
sored by the Revolutionary
Socialist League-U.S., which
established format fraternal
relations with the RML last
October.

Further details of the tour
will be announced in the
next issue of the Torch/La
Antorcha. Anyone interested
in setting'up a speaking en-
gagement for their trade
union, community or stu-
dent group should contact
the closest RSL branch or
New York. For further in-
formation, call: New York
(212) 869-9239; Detroit: (313)
341-1250; Chicagd: (312)
226-5915; Los Angeles: (213)

"THE ILP 1S NO'
ALTERNATIVE

Newspper of the|
RML
of Jamaica
ORDER FROM
RSL
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border became one of the major battles
in Vietnani's drive to control Kampu-
chea. At this point, the Vietnamese
proposed negotiations. Given Viet-
nam’s greater- resources .and power
there was little:doubt that it would be
able to call the shots at‘the negotiating
table. Because of this, the Kampu-
chean rulers refused to negotiate.
After a series of smaller skirmishes
between the two countries, fuli-scale
fighting broke out last fall. The Viet-
narese army occupied over 400 square
miles of Kampuchea and set up, their
own local governments in these areas.

State-capitalist rule in
"Southeast Asia

Tounderstand why the victory of the
national liberation struggles did not
end the historic hostiiities betwesn
Vietnam and Kampuchéa. it |
sary to look at the ciass nature ©

"rwo countries

The reality 's

ither \

that neit

“the éxpansionism of all

noerampuc}\ea are any -form of
socialist'societies. They are not work-
ers' states, There was never a prole-
cialist revolution in either
There was no revolutionary,
ﬂxkarw lgading the proletariat.
orkers didn't set up councils to
the struggie and form the
'welr own ruie. They never rose
d the factor] rjes; the mines,
;7 and other K&y sections of
the ecoriomy. The working class in
S,o’ut(,heast Asia did not conguer staie
power.

Instead, sections of the radical
middie-class, under the (eadership of
-Stallnist parties, organized the

attempts to loet the surpl
by workers inother countr
drive for accumulation which.results in

By and larfge, th
and more. developed. countries “wi
attempt to expand-at the expense
the weaker, less developed Countries.:

This holds ‘true in Southeast Asia.
Both the Kampuchéan and Vistnamese
state capitalists try to expand and
extend their power. But Vietnam,
which has a larger population and
greater resources, holds the edge over
Kampuchea and threatens ’to over:
power it. -

in the present s‘tuauon,
must def er'd Kampuchea's
exist as an independent nation. There

tore. we support Kampuchea in its war
with Vietnam, while gwmg no’ political
support to its state-capitali
ths

ers. At
same time, we beliew at the
ing class in both .Vietnam ‘and
chea must organize for the
Y jonary overthibw of the state-
capitalist regimes. -

cap:tahet )

The starting point for the USec's
analysis is that both Vietnam and Kam-
puchea are workers states. They
believe that capitalism has been over-
thrown in both countries and repiaced
with the dictatorship of the protetariat
Since the working ciass in thess

countries does not actually rulé, the
USeéc calis them “defbrmed workers
states.” That is. the leaderships of
these countries are bureadcratic and
stand in the way of real workers’ rute.

The USec never actualiy discusses
this position in thgir statement on the
border war. However, the deformed
workers' state analysis has bgen a
iong-standing position of the USec.
What the USec statement does say is
as follows (because of space consider-
ations we can only give a brief
summary of the major points):

r betwéen Vietnam and
A ve grave .conse-
f the two
1 t olutionary
oing on throughout South-
will help rebuiid the au-
S. imperialism.

sutlook-of-the-leadershipsio...

“The weight of Stalinism interna
tionally : and the Stalinist training of the
mese ‘and Cambodian leader-
partly éxplain the extent of the
resurgence of  nationalism in Indo-
china. zBecause, too, of the historic

:ammo ty deliberately” intensified by

and. now, because of
aucratic deformation
that characterizés these regimes. not
one of the leaderships—Vietnamese,

Laotian, or Cambodian—has been able
to .avoid taking this course.’

"“j The goal 18 growing &ooperation
between Laos, Vietnam and Kampu-
chea. But this cannot be “imposed.”
Cooperation will require “federative
structures” which “can only arise out
of the revolutionary mobilization of the
Indochinese masses, with strict re:
spect for the rights of minorities to
decide for themseives. Because of

this, the struggle for internationalism
is closely. conpnected to the fight to
establish genuine socialigt denjoaracy
Not one of the mdm lead-
erships Is capable of putting forward
such a program for sociaiist demo-
cracy.”
41 I tne short run, however
most pressing issue.  isthe n
an immediate suspension of the arm“ 3
clashes the border issue shoutd
settted through open and public nego-
trations

the

Relations of production
vs. property torms

Marxism teaches us that the expla-
nation for all sociai phenomena can be
found by looking at their materiaj
In particular, Marxists look at
fundamental class relationsh
society First 2 4
examine what the real ret
duction are. ot the
ruiers of a society In this
that the driving forc
conflict hetween
struggie--not the
individuals

This is the mathod we
stand the nature of me Vie
Kampus g
ponte
chea the relations of pro

. the ralatioe of the pro
means ot productian-
relations -

But wather than
tions of producti
Kampuchea tcgay the

property forms as theo
criteria  To them, individual
property equats

ized property — s
equated with a worker%
call these socialist property forms
Since property in Vietnam and Kam
puchea !s state property, and since the
rulers claim to be building sociai
the USec believes that these are work-
ers’ states. The fact that there was no
proletarian. revolutignary Marxist party
leading the working cilass: that the
workers did not seize state power: that

he rosts of the conflict can be y havg no control over the state. the
£ q i ECORG or anything else—none of
this mhkes the slightest bit of differ-

ence toc the USec

Since the USec starts with this anai-
ysis. the border war puts them p hot
water M Vietnam and Kampuchea are
workers' states, then they should have
the same interests: mutual coopera-
tion, development of the productive
forces on an international scaie and.
along with this, the spreading of the
revoiution Internationally. Having the
same interests should lead to friendly
and harmonious refations between the
two states. But the living reality is
clearly guite different. Here the USec is
caught in a contradiction. How do they
deal with it?

After paying lip service to the history
of the region, the USec statement
settles on what the “real” root of the
confilct is: the ideas of the leaderships
of Vietnam and Kampuchea. According,

(Continued on next page!
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NYC Workers Must Strike!

took over Iobby of 'World dee Center to demand better conditions.

Nev& York workers

The attack an city workers
is backed to the hilt by the
Carter Administration. Car-
ter hag offered the city gov-
nment federal guarantees
r a new Issue of city

This bond issue
sover a projected half
i dollar budget gap for

ming year. Treasury
acretary Blumenthal, more-
as almched a black-

would brin the total number

Co 1tract talks in New York

dreds of thous
workers and t%\g‘

an ‘“unacceptable” labor
agreement, the deal ,is off
and the city faces bank-
ruptey. .

in response to the govern-
ment's offensive, the TWU
and the coalition of city
unions are advancing a mod-
est “hold-the-line” program.
Basically, they are asking
‘that wages and health and
pension benefits be adjusted
to compensate for inflation.
They also want wage in-
creases and cost-of-living
allowances due under the
past contract to be paid
immediately. This money
had been deferred indefin-
itely because of the financial
crisis.

If city and transit workers
are to beat back the govern-
ment attack, they must
strike. They must take their
lead from the militant coal
miners. Only strike action
will force the city’s rulers to
glve the workers what they
need. But If strike action is
to be effective, city workers
and transit workers must
strike together. They must
organize for a citywlde gen-
eral strike.

City and transit workers
must also go past the timid
and narrow demands put for-

ward by the union leaders.
These demands do not come
close to meeting the work-
ers’ needs. Moreover, these
demands will not win sup-
port from the workers who
live in New York City, If the
cily and uans»t workers, are
to win, the “build
support among the workers
in the city. They can do this
by demanding, at the least, a
restoration of all jobs and
services which have been
lost to the financial crisis.
More than this, they should
demand a full-scale public
works program to rebuiid the
city and provide jobs to the
320,000 workers who need
them This public works
program shouid be paid for
by taxing the ruling class.
not the workers

Above all, the city and
transit workers must orga-
nize to piace the ieader-
ship of the struggle in thar
own hands. The union ieac-
ers cannct be trusted Tney
engineere¢ a huge sellout
last time, and they're work-
ing with the city and state
government to do the same
this time around. To prevent
this, city workers must or-
ganize rank-and-file commit-
tees representing city work-
ers in all unions to unite
their struggles and build
support among workers

throughout the city. Rank-
and-file organization and uni-
ty can turn ruling-class of-
fensive into a victory for the
entire working class. ]

the elimination of lhousands
of jobs. Speclfically, Koch
and the TA claim they wiil
only agree to no-cost labor
contracts. ' In other words;
they will only sign agree-
ments in which gains in
wages and benefits are fi-
nanced by taking back con-
tract gains won in past
struggles.

The city and the TA are
raising demands for a longer
work week, elimination of
safety and other work rules,
and the elimination of train-
ing and education programs
(which include affirmative
action programs). Both want
to reduce overtime rates,
junk two to three paid holi-
days, force the workers to
pay for more of their pen-
sions, eliminate personal
days, and make sweeping
cutbacks in other areas of
so-called fringe benefits.

Beyond this, the TA wants
an agreement that will allow
it to-cut up to $120 miilion
from its budget at the ex-
pense of the workers. Koch
nas set a simijar goal of $40W
million to be squeezed out of
the city unions. Thnsmcludes
axing 20,000 more city jobs
in the next four years. This &

Vletnam/Kampuchea border war is bad
: ideas, in particular the bad ideas of the
Vietnamese and Kampuchean leader-
ships. The confiict has. nothing to do
with the.class struggie inside Vietnam
and Kampuchea, according to the
: USec. It has nothing to do with the
: capitalist drive to accumulate and
expand.

Ignoring the real class nature of Viet-
nam and Kampuchea, the USec sees
. the roots of the border war as bad
ideas heid by evil men. This isn't
: materialism—It Is pure idealism.
Now, if the problem is bad ideas,
1 one would expect the solution to be
good ideas. . And at the least, one
would think this would mean replacing
the people with bad ideas with people
with good ideas. The USec does not
3 disappoint us regarding the first.

To replace nationalism they call for
: coopefation and internationatlism. But
: when it comes to replacing people with
= bad ideas with people with good ideas,
: the USec gets quite vague. They call
for “federative structures™ and a fight
s for “genuine socialist democracy.”
Even though they say that “not one of
s the Indochinese leaderships is capabie
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= should the Vietnamese and Kampu-

Ing class? Does it have any part to play the social nature of the regimes, but
- in this struggle? To these questions, th ideas of the Stalinist leader-
he.important-ones. for Marxists, the— ships: Txghange-these tdeas - these

to lay down their arms and negotiate.

This in fact is the logical conclusion
of the USec’s entire method To es-
tablish workers' states you don't need
workers’ revolutions, according to the
USec. Merely nationalizing property.
that is, changing the forms of prop-
erty, wil do. The cause of the
Vietnam/Kampuchea border war is not

-putting forward such a program,”
ey never, not once, call for the over-
ow of these leaderships.

Tell us, “Trotskyists” ot the USec,

chean leaders be overthrown or not?
What kind of “revolutionary mobiliza-
iofi of the Indochinese masses” is
cessary? And what about the work-

leaderships don't actually have to be
overthrown. All you need is an unde-
fined “revolutionary mobilization” to
establish "socialist democracy” and
“federative structures.” But that is for
the indefinite future. Today, the Viet-
namese and Kampuchean Stalinists
should listen to the USec and sit down
and negotiate.

To the USec, the working class does
not'exist. The workers aren’t necessary
for socialism and are not necessary to
end the Vietnam/Kampuchea border
war. Other forces—Stalinists, middle-
class nationatists, reformists, and
phony socialists like the USec—wil! do

USec has no answers.

The USec doesn't just feave us with
vague calls for cooperation and social-
ist democracy. In their view, these are
the long-range goais.
© For the immediate future “...the
most pressing issue raised today by
the outbreak of this conflict Is the need
for an Immediate suspension of the
armed clashes....The use of wea-
pons should be banned from the reso-
lution of such problems. The border
issue should be settled through open
and public negotiations.”

But who, in the USec’s view, is sup-
posed to implement these immediate
steps? Who is to suspend the armed things for the working class.
clashes? Who ts to ban the use of wea- War, brutality and armed confiicts
pons from the resolution of such are terrible things. They destroy the
preblems? Who is to negotiate? lives of millions of innocent people.

Since the only forces remotely capa-
ble of doing these things in the imme-
diate future are the Vietnamese and
Kampuchean Stalinists, we must as-
sume that the USec is speaking to
these people. The USec is in fact trying
to give advice to the very leaderships
they claim to oppose.

The USec is saying that if the
Vietnamese and Kampuchean rulers
would only listen to the USec, they
would call a halt to the fighting, and
peacefully sit down at the negotiating
table. They would realize their com-
mon Interests as leaders of two

‘workers’ states, and could negotiate

away all their differences.
In other words, the real solution to
the border war, whose roots are the

bad ideas of the leaders, is for the
leaders of Vietnam and Kampuchea to
take the advice {the “good ideas") of
the USec. And what do these good
ideas consist of? Pacifism and liberal-
ism. Moral appeals to “men of power”

But wars and armed conflicts are the
result of the capitalist system, with its
dog-eat-dog competition, and its drive
to conquer and expand. War is built
into the system—and necessary for its
survival. No amount of wishing this
away "is going to change the brutal
character of capitalism.

Marxists are not pacifists. We are
not for lying down in the face of capi-
talist brutality. We prepare for the time
when the international working. class
will take up arms. We prepare for the
day the workers will take up arms in
the fight for their own freedom. We are
working for the time when the wogkers
themselves will overthrow capitalism
and establish socialist societies run by
and for the workers and ail oppressed
people. We are struggling to build the
international revolutionary party that
can lead the fight against the oppres-

sors—capitalist and state-capitalist :
final war—the so-

alike—in the last.
cialist revelution.
&
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Minister

somewhere or someorie other than him-
self. So, when we look at the African
continent. . .we find that the nations
in Africa are developing socialistic sys-
tems to solve their problems.”

This turn to socialism was the
logical next step forward for Maicoim
X, following his rejection of both inte-
grationism and nationalist-separatism.
Unfortunately, he did not deveiop a
class analysis of the international
working class agairist the international
Capitalist clasg. He continued to have
ilusions in the\fake-socialist rulers of
Africa and Asia. He continually
pressed-the OAU leaders to take the

ore the United Nations for vio-
lation of-“human rights” and was very
disappointed when they-failéd to do it.

He was prepared tc work with whites
in %Hiance. “ for one will join with

to work as a condition
for negotiations:

were not taken in b
this trick., They knew if they let go o)f’
trlke weapon the government
i ugar bosses would be

lake advantage of their weak-
orce a Totten settlemem on

keep up with soaring
by currency devalua-
kers were held back by
the official [eaders of the sugar unions.
The bureaucrats were afraid to chal-
tenge Manl s ‘policy of limiti ng
annual eases.to $10 a week.

Prime Minister Manley at the helgh

seeing through his phony promises.

saster, the workers had the govern-
ment pinned to the wall.

The sugar workers' strike was an m-
portant outbreak of the growing labor
unrest that exists throughout Jamaica.
e and more workers are ignoring

tional interest.” Working
ople are oomlng to see that only the
cal capltalists and the imperialists

nationalism fully in favor of Marxism.

SWP was stlil arguing for nationalism.
-other words, Malcolm X had a more
advanced, Léninist position on nation-
mi than did the SWP!

s time (late 19os and early
aicolm X hardly had an organ-
ation- afid he was. confused’ about
jat road he was taking. But‘he was
4a'threat to the bourgeoisie, so they

NAME

ADDRESS.

ciTy
STATE.

his ‘populamy, 1976. Today, workers are

ately, they also had
him. At that time, the
s Party -was tailing
. Instead of explain-

at nationalism was a
gy, which did not get to
sk oppression—capital-
merely praised it with-
out criticisms. ‘Arguing that “consis-
tent- pationalism leads to socialism”
they failed to fight for the program of
revolution. They refused to
ﬂght 16 convince Malcolm X to reject

fn fact, Malcolm X had aiready begun
to break from nationalism, while the
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are gaining anything from iow wages
and high unemployment.

The rising mood of anger and
struggle among the ‘working masses
goes beyond Jamaica. It is part of a
growing rebellion against capitalism
that is taking shape in Puerto Rico,
Guyana, Trinidad, Nicaragua, Panama
and other coun!ries in and near the Ca-
ribbean. (3

the ‘extremes’ In approach to the Black
man’s problem might personally meet
a fatal catastrophe first—‘non-violent’
‘Dr. King or so-called ‘viclent’ me.”

Today Malcolm X is popular. There
are King-Malcolm X centers at the in-
stitutions of bourgeois learning; King-
Malcolm X Democratic clubs in Black
districts; movies about him are shown
on Pubilc Broadcasting; his Auto-
blography, “properly” edited by Haley.
has become a- best seller. Even the
Mustims have named their New York
mosque after him.

But during his life, he was hated by
the “respectable” press and “respect-
able” Black ieaders. When he said that
“the chickens care home to roost”
about Kennedy, he was denounced.
But when he was shot, the editorials
declared: “He who lives by the sword
shall die by the sword.”

im X pever became a Marxist.
He never iy ¥ understood the nature of
Capitalism and the need for a working-
class socialist revolution to overthrow
it. But despite this, Malcolm X'was a
great revolutionary. He hated the
United States society. He hated its
racist rulers and the Uncle Tom civil
rights leaders. He stood foursquare
with the Black masses and the
oppressed peaple throughout the
world. He told the truth as he:saw it
And he refused to be bought. By the
time of his death he was moving
toward a revolutionary’ socialist per-
spective. Whether he would have got
there we don't know. But for what he
did say and what he did do, and what
he fought for, Malcolm X deserves to
be remembered by all workers of all
races and nationalities. &0
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