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m Troubleshooters’ secret Birmingham report

CIR TELLS BOSSES GEI
TOUGH WITH MILITANTS

From SW Midlands Industrial Reporter

THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT's ‘trouble-shooting’ Commission on Indus-
trial Relations has told a leading Birmingham car components group to get
tough with militant workers and to re-assert its control of the factories.This
is the first important intervention in industrial affairs by the CIR, which is

chaired by George Woodcock, the former TUC general secretary.

It is clear from the Commission’s interim report, which has not yet been pub-
lished, that its role is to carry out government policy of cracking down on trade
anion militants, holding back wages and boosting profits. In spite of the trade

surplus, the drive goes on to squeeze more from the workers.

Mersey
take-over
called off

A MASS MEETING of English
Electric workers from three
Merseyside factories voted on
Wednesday against occupying
their plants and running them
under workers' control.

The vote was a bitter blow
to the shop stewards' joint
action committee which had
been preparing the take-over
for several weeks in a bid to
stop the GEC-EE combine
from sacking 3000 workers,

The factories under the
Weinstock hammer are at
Netherton and Fazakedey.
Two of them will close
completely if the planned
redundancies go ahead.

Six stewards from each
factory formed the action
committee to fight the
sackings. Their call for a

factory occupation during
which time the workers would
continue production marked an
important rise in the level
of rank and file militancy
and would have posed a
tremendous challenge to the
employers.

Inspired by last year's
factory occupations in France,
the stewards planned to go a
step further than French
trade unionists. By minning
the factories they would have
shown that it was the manage-
ment who were redundant,
not the workers,

But it was clear from
the anger at Wednesday’s
‘'mass meeting that the
stewards had not sufficiently
discussed their plans with
the shop-floor workers, There
were complaints that the
stewards had met.in secret
and had not liaised with
their members.

But in spite of Wednes-
day's vote, the fight against
the redundancies must go on.
Workers at the English
Electric factories must
decide whether they want
militant action or the sack —
there is no other choice for
them,

Most of the workers who
face the sack are skilled and
will be thrown out to join the
already long queue of jobless
in the Merseyside area. Their
strong organisation has won
them comparatively high
wnges and good conditions

and redundancy money will
not make up for the
demoralisation of the dole
queue or the grind of semi-
skilled work in bad
conditions.

The CIR’ gives three
main reasons for disputes
at the three motor casting
plants of Birmid-Qualcast:
1. The attitude and style of
the management.

2. The pay stmecture for the
hourly-paid workers.

3. A lack of clearly defined
‘procedures’.

The CIR believes that the
management is not skilled
enough in labour relations
and should receive special
treining. It also recommends
the employment of more pers-
onnel staff and work-study

men.
And the report adds that
the foremen donothave enough

pany must really manage the
plants by re-imposing discip-
line,

The Commission is also
critical of the Birmid pay
structure. It believes that the
management does not suffic-
iently control the earnings of
the men.

It considers that the com-
pa.nﬁ has given in to too many
strikes and that a new pay
structure should be negotiated.

The annual report of the
Engineering Employers’ Fed-
eration for 1968/69 explained
that the most important job
for the bosses was to stop
piecework earnings from con-
tinually rising.

A Birmid Qualcastdirector,
Mr Brindley, is a member of
the Federation's general coun-
cil and he clearly has plenty
of ideas ambout what a new
pay structure should be like.

And that structure will be
one where piecework eamings
would mot keep going ug.

. In its evidence to the CIR,
the company comglains that
the shop stewards had no idea
of how to compromise. The

authority and that the com-|®

WOODCOCK
CIR chaiman

shop stewards should be train-

ards should be ‘educated’ to
understand the bosses’ point
of view.

The Commission will dis-
cuss new factory procedures
with the unions when it pub-
lishes its final defailed rep-
reports-one for manual workers.
and a second for stall employ-
ees.

The CIR is outspoken in
its ecriticism of the manage-
ment. But Socialist Worker
sgid this would happen during
the original investigation.

The Commission is tough
on the bosses because they
are not firmly in control of the
plants. The workers are push-
ing up wages and forming
strong union organisations—
actions unfavourable to either
govemment policy or employ-
ers’ profits.

If the CIR visits other
factories, shop-floor workers
must .demand that its inves-
tigations be held in public se
that the workers themselves
can challenge the bosses’
allegations.

If this demand is refused
then union officials must be
told to boycott the private
discussions and strike action

'This means that the stew-| §

Striking coal miners in Saar brucken buming a copy
of their union newspaper,

VICTORY AT SHELLSTAR

ELLESMERE PORT:- 95 wor-
kers at the giant Shellstar
site returned to work victor-
ious last week after a 10-day
stoppage.

The management wanted to
make 18 pipe-trade workers
redundant, ut instead of
otperatl_ng the principle of
‘first in - last out', they att-
empted to sack workers for
having the odd day off, or for

should send the CIR packing.

being late.

The men demanded that
the management prove the
need for redundancy.

The management realised
that the newly-elected Strike
Committee meant business
when the committee organised
a determined picket at 5.30
in the morning which blocked
roads in all directions and
reduced the whole of the ind-
ustrial estate to chaos. The

employers capitulated

Strike
wave
hits
Europe

Richard Kuper
WAVE AFTER WAVE of
strikes have occumred in
France, Italy and Germany
in recent weeks. The German
have been the most interest-

ng.

Unofficial strikes broke
out in the German steel indus-
try in North Rhine West-
phalia, spreading to coal
mines in the Saarland, to the
shipyards of Kiel. Ti’ley led
to almost half the trade unions
preparing substantial wage
demands.

The unofficial actions
forced the tame Germanunions
into - action. Steel workers
have received wage increases
of 11 per cent backdated to
September 1st, coal miners
increases of up to 13 per cent.

In two weeks the unpreced-
ented ‘stability’ of the Germ-
an economy has been shatter-
ed. The working class has
returned to the scene.

Wealth shift

Since the 1950s the Ger-
man economy has been run in
the ‘national interest' Fan-
tastic economic growth has
been accompanied by an equal-
ly fantastic shift of wealth
from the workers towards
capital — from owning 53.5
per cent of personal wealth
in 1850 the employers’ share
had risen to 72.5 per cent in
1967, with a comparable
decline in the share of the
workers from 40.5 per cent fo
23.9 per cent,

The 'national interest’ has

| also been symbolised on the

political level with the part-
icipation of the Social Demo-
crats in a coalition govern-
ment for many years. The
German ‘industrial miracle’
‘has been at the expense of
the German workers.

 This is the example the
Labour govemment always
point to as an indication of
what their policies are des-
igned to achieve. The current
German balance of ?a,yments
surplus, the envy of Wilson,
Castle, Jenkins and company
has been accompanied by
soaring profits and growing
inequality.

‘National interest’

British workers are squ-
eezed to increase exports
German workers are squeez
to prevent Britain cutting into
German markets each in
the ‘national interest’.

In this sense the German
strikes are highly significant.
They have cut through the
ideological straitjacket which
has held the German workers
prisoners of the cagitalist
myth — the myth that the wel-
fare of workers in one country
depends on. them being able
to undercut the position of
workers in other capitalist
countries.

They point the way to a
realisation that the interests
of the workers are everywhere
the same — against exploitat-
ion and production for profit,
for co-operation and product-
ion for use. \

East London
tenants get ready
for eviction battle
- page 2

Middle

Rachel Matgamna

THE °‘SIX-DAY war is not
over. Last weeks hit and run
attack on Egypt was only the
latest in a series of savage
raids, including taids on
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.
It shows that Israel is
is still unable to establish
and stabilise the status quo.
The grabbing, greedy
infant of imperfalism in the
Middle East has grown to be
an insatiable gangster. Every
new territorial acquisition it
immedjately tries to consol-
idate by creating para-military

CIR's conclusion is that the

East: the ‘6 Day War’ goes on

teeth against the Arab civil-
an population.

These areas are being
forcibly integrated into the
Israeli state and economy,
Israel is in the process of
transforming them for its own
purposes, as it did with the
other half of Arab Palestine
after 1948.

Its very first actions
were aimed at gaining ‘vacant
possession’ of the West Bank
and the Golan Heights., And
yet the Israeli government
also wants to use these areas
as a pawn and extract a ran-
som for them: a guarantee of

settlements armed to the

its own.‘safe conduct’ as a

militaristic one-race state,
forever closer to US imperial-
ism than to the Arab mmesses
who inhabit the Middle East.
Right from the start the
Jewish settlement in the Mid-
dle East set itself up at the
expense of the native inhab-
itants. Right from the start it
turned to the imperialist mas-
ters of the areas (Turkish,
British and then American)to
back it up.
And in return it has acted
as a brake against the swell-
ing tide of Arab nationalism
which since the 1930s has
tried to shake off the exploit-
ing grip of imperialism and

lift the region into the 20th
century.

Israel has of course had
her own fish to fry and since
the 1040s its ability to act
‘independently’ has grown.But
it remains an island. Because
of its history of hostilities
towards its neighbours,it rem-
ains permanently af war with
its surroundings.

All trade and financial
relations are directed west-
wards. Attempts at indepen-
dence can go only so far. For
example, the military and
aviation industries form the
largest industrial ensemble

in the country, with an annual

output of £120m. But the total
defence budget for 1969/170 is
£300m.

_ To the Arab masses imper-
ialism spells poverty and
backwardness. Not initiative,
but imported dollars, German
marks and technical expertise
have gone to make Israel ‘a
flower blooming in the desert’,
a modern powerful technolog-
ical state.

But for the Arab states,
particularly those where
feudalists rule hand in glove
with the US oil companies,
their entire wealth and poten-
tial is drained out along the

to back page
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Cumnor — where

the heat
no-union

Morphy Richards.

There is no union in
the firm and wages and
conditions would make
Lord Shaftesbury turn in
his grave.

Women workers are partic-
ularly badly paid.On time-rate
jobs they get 5s an hour. On
piece-work the rate is about
the same — on one job the
rate was 9s 3d per thousand
and the actual rate achieved
was only about 490 an hour.

Men are paid more — a
male labourer can earn more
than a female operative,

Working conditions defy
description. In wet weather
the roof leaks. The only

ventilation is from windows
and in summer it gets very
hot.

During the heat wave in
July the Press Shop — not
«he hottest in the factory —
reached a temperature of B4
degrees F. The heat provoked
a walk-out when the oil cire-
ulating round the lathes
reached 240 degrees F.

But the management are
very nice when it’s hot — they
give you cooled lemon juice
twice a day.

Head split

Managerial meanness
shows itsélf again in a lack
of safety precautions, old
machinery and inadequate
equipment. Skips used to
carry off scrap metal weigh
about 3 cwt. empty and camry
about ¥4 ton of scrap.

The only machine provid-
ed for this job is a broken
~down fork lift truck. One
worker had' his head split
open when a skip fell off the
truck.

The ventilation in the plat-
ing shop does not work prop-
erly and the atmosphere is
heavy with fumes. The fumes
include cyanide gas given
off from the sodium cyanide
dissolved in the liquid in the
vats.

Generally the machines
are old and unreliable — very
few &obs go through withoute
breakdown. Conditions are
filthy. Recently the grease
had to be cleaned off the
press shop floor because
the fork lift truck kept getting
bogged down in it.

CAPITALISM has nothing to
offer mankind but exploitat-
ion, crises and war. The
ruling classes of the world—a

capital in the ‘interests of
competitive survival,

Imperialism condemns two-
thirds of mankind to famine

liberation
shake the ‘system and expose
ts essential barbarism. The
constant and mounting prep-
arations for war and the
evelopment of weapons of
ass destruction place the
urvival of humanity itself in
he balance.

The increasing intensity
f international competition
etween ever-larger units

on workers'
iving standards and con-
itions of work, to anti-trade
nion and antisstrike laws.
1 of these show capitalism
deepening crises from
hich it can only hope to
scape at the cost of the
orking class and by the
estruction of all its indep-
ndent organisations.
The only alternative is
tiers’ power — the demo-
ratic collective control of
e working class over
ustry and ‘society through
Signed articles do not necessarly

IS on
workers

FRENCH AND COLLETT is a small factory in Cumnor,
about five miles outside Oxford. It employs a couple of
hundred workers and makes mainly car components —
axle bearing retainers, bumper arms and the like.

The main manufacturers that
Ford, Smiths, Rootes, BMC, Pressed Steel Fisher, and

it supplies include

by Steve Bolchover
and Bob Arnold

Due to the lack of any
trade union organisation in
the factory the management
can push the workers around
more or less as it likes.

There have been several
attempts to unionise the fac-
tory. In February 1968 there
was a strike demanding union
recognition, the reinstatement
of a sacked man and no vict-
imisation.

About 30 of the workers
scabbed on the strike and
fights broke out between
pickets and blacklegs on a
number of occasions. The
men returned to work on an
understanding that they could
maintain the union organisat-
ion but a cmn[?aign of intim-
idation started, with former
scabs beating up the union
leaders in quiet corners.

The convenor left and the
union collapsed. This year
another workeéer attempted to
restart the union, but both he
and his wife were sacked for
being ‘too lazy’.

Many trade unionists,
especially in factories with
a militant shop floor organis-
ation, feel that the union
does nothing for them, that
they could manage perfectly
well without. Indeed the trade
union bureaucracies seem to
be so intent on integrating

themselves into the state
apparatus, on finding their
place in ‘the corridors of

power’, that they are appar-
ently more interested in prom-
oting industrial peace than
the interests of theirmembers.

Union leaders, however,
are genuinely subject to
pressure from the rank and
file as well as from the bos-
ses and the state. They can
never entirely neglect their
members or fail to protect
their interests.

But only nine million out
of 25 million workers in this
country belong totrade unions.
The others lack even the most
rudimentary organisation.

‘The 18th century condit-
ions of the workers in French
and Collett spotlight the fate
of the non-union worker.

a state of workers' councils
and workers' control of prod-
uction.

Only thus can the trans-
ition be ensured to a comm-
unist society in which the
unprecedented productive
forces thrown up by capital-
ism can be used to assure an
economy of abundance. Only
the working class, itself the
product of capitalism, has
the ability to transform
society in this way, and has
shown its ability to do so in
a series of
struggles unprecedented in
the history of all previous
exploited classes.

The working class gains
the experience necessary to
revolutionise society by
represent the views of the paper

RECENT EVENTS in Nor-
thern Ireland have seen a
strange reversal of tradit-
ional attitudes.

Irish nationalists and
republicans behind the bar-
ricades who have been
brought up on the history
of Britain's bloody record
in  Ireland,  expressed
relief when the arrival of
British troops gave them a
breathing space from the
threatened pogromsofPais-
leyite armed mobs.

And fanatically loyalist
and Union Jack waving
Orange bigots massing last
Surday for new pogroms
raised ‘the “slogan “British
troops out! B-Specials in!' as
the soldiers stood between
them and their victims behind
the barricades.

How has this odd turn-
about come to pass and what
should the attitude to it be
of those who opgose the
whole presence of British
imperialism in Ireland in any
form?

As Socialist Worker has
always pointed out, it is
British imperialism which
lies at the root of the present
crisis, by imposing the part-
ition of 1921, by erecting a
semi-fascist Orange police
state in the six counties
which denied the oppressed
Catholics the most basie
rights, and by keeping whole
areas of the six counties in
misery.

And British troops in the
occupied area of Ireland, as
anywhere else, are there in
the interests of British imp-

revolutionary

- Socialist Worker

6 Cottons Gardens London E2
Tel: 01-739 1878 (editorial) 1870 (business)

erialism and for 'no other
reason.
constant' struggle against

the ruling class through the
mass organisations thrown up
in the course of that struggle.

To overcome the uneven-
ness with which this exper-
ience is gained, to draw and
preserve the lessons of past
struggles and transmit them
for the future, to fight against
the pressure of bourgeois

"ideas in the working class,

and to bond the fragmentary
struggles against capitalism
into a conscious and coherent
offensive, a revolutionary
Marxist pary of socialist
militants is required, embrac-
ing the vanguard of the work-
ing class.

The struggle to build such
a party is only part of the
wider struggle to create a
World Revolutionary Socialist
International, independent of
all oppressors and exploifers
of the working class, whether
bureaucratic or bourgeois.

International Socialists
therefore fight for:

Opposition to all mling-

‘class policies and organisat-

ions.

Workers’ control over
production and a workers'
state,

Opposition to imperialism
and support for all movements
of national liberation.

Uncompromising
ion to all forms of racialism
and to all migration controls.

‘| Ulster no lo

opposit- |p

role of British troops
gives Catholic

workers time to
arm against further
Orange attacks

But what are those inter-
ests? It is precisely because
there are conflicts among the
supporters of those interests
that the troops are there
today between the barricades
and the Orange gangs. And
those conflicts are about
whether to maintain British
interests in the old way or in
a new way.

The old way was that
established in 1921, when the
26 counties were allowed
their ‘independence’ under a
tame middle-class leadership,
while Britain kept the six
North-Eastern counties, with
their industries. geared to the
British market. There Britain|
still ruled directly by dividing
the working class on religious
lines and arming the Protest-
ants against the Catholics
under the leadership of the
Orange bosses.

CHANGES

The Ulster statelet is the
Orange Order in ams. But
over the years there were
changes. Today Ulster's trad-
itional industries of shipbuil-
ding and textiles are declin-
ing. and Rritain has more
money invested in the South
than in the North.

The Ulster police state is
an embarrassment and an ob-
stacle to their ultimate goal:
a united capitalist Ireland
subjected as a whole to the
domination of British capital,,
possibly in the context of the
Common Market.

~And a necessary prelude to
this was to ‘liberalise’ the
Ulster statelet to facilitate
closer co-operation with the
regime in Dublin.
These cosy prospects
were disrupted by two factors.
First a new generation in
er prepared to

ees and with

remain on its

‘SUFFOLK ESTATE — We
are not paying' says the
notice. .It has been in the
window since summer 1968,

“We've no intention of
paying' says Irene Lane,
secretary of the Hackney
(East London) Federation
of Tenants Associations.
‘We've been flooded with
notices to quit, final dem-
ands and the like. We're
just taking it as a matter of
course now. We've all come
this far, we're not going
back now.""

There is no mistaking the
determination of the tenants
on Suffolk Estate, Hackney or
several dozen more estates
in Hackney and Tower Ham-
lets to resist the increases
of rent imposed by the Greater
London Council last October.

They are well aware that
it-is not simply a question of
Ta6d or 10s. The Tories at
County Hall have not given
up their plan to raise rents
by 70 per cent.

Flats are being relet — at
much higher rents than the
existing ones. The flat next
door to Mrs Lane's, for ex-
ample, stood empty from May,
to August; it was then relet
for £117s4d a fortnight more
than the other tenants would
pay with the increase.

How m tenants are hol-
ding out? The GLC says less
than 5000 since the latest
round of threatening letters
induced several hundred to

ay.
Even 5000 must give them

[implications were too serious

and the troops went in to
freeze the situation and allow
Callaghan and the Westminster
cabinet a breathing space.

cause for concern. 5000 evic-

g;l-oéans béhmd the Protestant

N. Ireland: fine slogans ¢

The contradictory

barricades

o

by STEPHEN MARKS

the example of the Civil
‘Rights struggle in the USA,
the May events in France and
the protracted heroism of the
peasants of Vietnam before
ity began to stand up for its
rights.

The ‘reforming' Unionists
hoped to buy this struggle off
by concessions to its moder-
ate leaders, but the pace was
too slow and unconvincing to
hold off the explosion.

But the Unionist right wing
saw these developments as &
threat. A Westminster-Dublin
deal would leave the Orange
Order with no reason for
existence and the Civil
Rights movement posed a
threat ' which could not be
met so easily in the old way,
with cries of ‘Fenians and
IRA" and a few quick blows
with an RUC baton.

Now the eyes of the world
were on Ulster. The result
was the Paisleyite backlash.

That was why Catholic
workers demanding their
rights fought back last year
and last month against the
threat of pogrom and why the
barricades went up'in Derry
and Belfast. The situation
had got out of hand and‘order’
could only have been restored
by mass mobilisation of the
B-Specials and their use
against the barricades —~ in
other words by civil war.

Britain may have been
prepared to tolerate this
prospect in the 1920s when
the Ulster colons were relied
on by Britain. But today the

tions will cause a great deal
of trouble — even if the ten-
ants were not determined to
resist, even if there was mno
reaction at all from the dock-
ers, bus workers, post office
workers, car workers who have
promised support if evictions
take place. 3

But the tenants leaders
are completely contemptuous
of the GLC’s figures which
they see as a weapon in the
war of nerves.

Sudden rush

‘They can keep quoting
them, we're not interested,’
says Alf Toys, leader on
Trowbridge Estate at Hackney
Wick, another new, high rent

.estate. ‘We all know how they

can be twisted.
‘Like in July they claimed
there was a sudden rush of

people paying up. Perhaps
no one Ead told Cutler (the
housing chief) that most

people pay two weeks in
advance before they go on
holiday. They paid — without
the increase.’

How many are still with-
holding? ‘We don't really

Both the Paisleyites and
the army are opposed to the
interest of the Catholic work-
ers. But the Paisleyites and
the B-men stand for attacking
them now when they are def-
enceless,

At the time the British
troops arrived only 'a handful
of weapons stood between the
defenders of the barricades
and certain death at the
hands of the Paisleyites.

The British troops,however
stand fer the strategy of Brit-
ish capital as a whole, as
opposed to its local one-time
representatives. Their strat-
egy is to defuse the situation
by  bringing together the
‘moderates on both sides’
while leaving the basic rep-
ressive structure wntouched.
In the course of doing this
they must freeze the situat-
ion and will act against any-
one who wishes to change it.

REFUSE

This means that they may
well move against the barric-
ades if their defenders refuse
the appeals of moderate lead-
ers to take them down, though
they may also simply wait
until the men behind the
barricades disperse through
disillusion.

But in the short run their
‘freezing’ role means that
they stand between the barr-
icades and the Orange lynch-
mobs.To identify the two is
is therefore quite false. To
demand ‘disarm the B-
specials! Withdraw British
troops!’ is to equate the two
and to say that the presence

The GLC's hailiffs will meet barricdes an
Determined tena

ready for East Lo
battle against evic

by FRED
LINDOP

know. We keep hearing of
people getting notices to
quit on completely unorgan-
ised estates, so we reckon
that there's probably quite a
lot we don’t know about,’
Mr Toys adds.

The organisation of the
United Tenants Action Com-
mittee, the centtal organisat-
ion of London tenants,centres
mainly around the East End.
From there the Anti-Eviction|
Committee and the ‘Flying
Squad’ operate.

‘We don’t want violence,’
say the leaders of UTAC,
‘but we will certainly meet
violence with violence. For
every tenant to be evicted,
we'll try to evict a GLC
councillor.’

Their first test looks like
being in Becontree, where a
tenant has had a possession
order given against him. He is
due to be evicted on 26 S ept-
ember.
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physical elimination of those
in whose hands lies the key
to any future socialist strat-
egy for Ireland.

To prevent illusions in the
role of the troops and to prep-
are for a future turn in the sit-
uation when the demolition of
the barricades may be needed
in the interests of British
capital itself, and not merely
of its local retainers, social-
ists must constantly explain
the role of the troops, as
Socialist worker has done.

But those who would raise
the demand for their withdraw-
al now must explain in what
way they would implement
the demand if they were
behind the barricades in
Belfast or Derry. Would they
fire on the troops now, and
encourage others to do the
same? If sg they would merely
add their bullets to those of
the Paisleyites and provoke
an immediate clash in a sit-
uation which would lead te
massacre.

DIFFICULT

But if they would not
take this responsibility upon
themselves they would fres-
umably be reduced to getting
t he troops out by persuasion~
a difficult task!

To combine a demand for
withdrawal with a demand for
the aming of the Catholic
workers is to solve the prob-
lem only.at the level of the
mouthing of slogans. In real
life the two demands are in
contradiction if both raised
at the present time, for the.
arming of the Catholics is
dependent on the preservat-
ion of the precarious breathing
space the presence of the
troops provides.

But if the demand for with-

drawal in the present situat-

meeting. You’ve never seen
anything like it." Few coun-
cils have had a tougher ride
than Hackney's Tory council
this past year.

The tenants leaders, in
Hackney at least, are contem-
ptucus of the existing polif-
ical parties. The Tories are
positively hated and Labour
long ago exposed itself as
interested more in votes than
olicies and more in pleas-
ng the bankers than in winn-
ing tenants’ votes, if forcedto
choose. The local Liberals
exposed themselves bg supp-
orting the Tories' housing
programme of rent increases
and a halving of council
building.

The suspicion of ‘politics’
and of the involvement of
political groups in the strugg-
le was deepened by the action
of the Communist Party. From
the start it supported the very
passive National Association
of Tenants and 'Residents
which played a splitting role
in the campaign and was
regarded as a front

effectively
done by a

over the

ied with the excuse that

lead to the departure of the
troops and therefore we need
not reckon with the conseg-
uences.
merely say that those who do
not take their own slogans
seriously
wothers to do so.

then, time is of the essence.
If a new pogrom does come,
Catholic workers in the North
must aﬁpeal to Southern work-
ers to

British-owned factories
farms as hostages for the
freedom of the North,and thus,

b

a%'ruggle in the North into a
class struggle in the South,
change the form in which the
question of a United Ireland
is posed to the Protestant |
workers of Belfast.

them. We are concerned to

the barricades so that in the
time given them by the contra-
dictions between Paisleyism

ically and politically and at
last
map t

ers’ Republic.

ion does not flow from a false
evaluation of the relation of
forces, it can only mean one
of two things:

Either the conscious
advocacy of a massacre now,
presumably as a means of
raising the level of the
struggle (8 demand we would
invite its supporters to raise
behind the bamicades).2 hum

Or else it could be justif-

raising the slogan will not

On this we need

cannot expect

In the present situation

elp them by oecupy&gg

transforming a national

For us, the purpose of '
slogans is as a guide to
action and not to save the
souls of those who utter

save the lives of the oppres-
sed and heroic defenders of

and British capital, they
can rearm themselves phys-

Elace on the political
e demand for the only
real solution: a Unitea Work:

[}

LETTERS/ Ireland/ union officials/ Ceylon

SEAN TREACY (4 Sep-
tember), in ‘Why the Brit-
ish Left must back Cath-
olic workers' states that
‘the false consciousness
of large numbers of Prot-
estant workers places them
on the side of reaction'.

Of course it does, but as
Eamonn McCann said when he
addressed the Burntollet
marchers on 4 January, ‘They
(the Protestant workers) are
the men in overalls who are
on our side, though they
don’t know it yet. It is our
job to make them know it and
the only way we can do this
is by asking them what they
have in common with Cath-
olic workers and the answer
is that they are both exploited
by the same bosses.

‘We declare to the Orange
workers of Belfast that we
stand for the right of all the
people in Ireland to rule as
well as own Ireland and can-
not conceive of a separation
of the two.’

Regarding the border, I

believe that Ireland will only
become stable economically
when it is united, but further
that it can only become unit-
ed when it becomes socialist.
A better life for the Cath-
olic workers of Northern
Ireland will only be won when
they stand with Protestant
and dissenter workers toget-
her behind the barricades,
united against the land-own-
ing Tory clique in Stormont
castle.
Finally, the next time you
urge the British Left to
support Catholic workers,
please remember Wolfe Tone
and Robert Emmet. - GRAEME
CRAWFORD, Glasgow Cam-
paign for Civil Rights in Nor-
them Ireland.

PARTITION

MUCH AS I agree with Sean
Treacy, I feel he failed to
spotlight  the central issue
transcending all else in the
current crisis — the issue of
partition.

Until Ireland is united all
ideas about a ‘socialist
workers’ republic’ etc. are
futile. Without the numeric-
ly large Protestant working
class aiding them, the South-
ern workers can never make a
proletarian revolution.

As matters stand, the mid-
dle classes in the 26 counties
are too powerfully entrenched
at all levels, from the Dublin
Stock Exchange and Dail'
downwards, to be moved by

A rent rebels’ poster

the various agitations that

‘The men in overalls
who are on our side...’

ULSTER'S JACKBOOT
TYRANNY - WHY THE

BRITISH |

BACK CATHOLIC WORKERS)

develop from time to time.
And helping to maintain the
status quo in the south is the
large agricultural community
which has become very pros-
perous in recent years — the
small farmers and labourers
having been largely squeezed
out on to the emigrant ships.

Thus it transpires that
when Mr Callaghan says that
partition is to remain he is
ensuring that there will be
no Cuba to the immediate
west of Her Majesty's United
Kingdom.##AT O'DONOVAN,
London N1.

Jones’' success

in Coventry

JOHN FOSSICK (11 September)
referring to my previous erit-
icisms of Jack Jones of the
TGWU, seems to lack the
understanding of the economic
situation which prevailed
during the war and into the
1950s.

Until 1939 there was mass
unemployment in this country,
which made recruitment into
general labour unions very

ifficult. It follows that prior
to 1838 the AEU would be one
of the major unions in Cov-
entry, since skilled men found
it easier to find a job in the
fiercely competitive rat-race
which is always evident when
there is mass unemployment.

The war changed the econ-
omy to comparatively full
employment. A check on the
Ministry of Labour handbook

MUST 3

SW headline, 4 September

intervals will prove to com-
rade Fossick that in any
period of boom union member-
ship improves and vice-versa
during slumps. Therefore it
is not surprising that Bro
Jack Jones was able to eng-
age in a massive recruiting
campaign for a general union.
"~ I never said that it is
easy to gein economic advan-
ces. However, John Fossick
must agree that it must be
relatively easier in a full
employment period, particul-
arly when a country is ona
war footing and cannot afford
militant action. Also at the
time the scarcity of labour
upped the price.

Like comrade Fossick I do
not believe in magnifying
every failuremade by so-called
left-wing union leaders. It is
peculiar that up and coming
union officials act militantly
on the matter of recruitment.
But even here their attitudes

Bowing before
Buddha

VB's letter (4 September)
strikes a number of false
notes and one true one,

I did not (‘Tropical Trots-
kyism’, 3 July 1969) justify
the LSSP programme, or their
coalition politics, or their
past and future betrayals of
the Ceylonese working class;
1 explained them. I did not
say that the LSSP — who,
whether we like it or not, are
called Trotskyists in Ceylon—
are still socialists; but the
contrary — they are not, they
‘bow before the Buddha’, they
have allowed their isolation
in Ceylon and the isolation of
Ceylon to destroy them as a
revolutionary force.But VBis
right in one thing: I did not
answer my question ‘what can
2 revolutionary do in a
country like Ceylon?’

It seemed gratunitous.After
all, he does there what he
does here; he fights for indep-
endent working-class power
and for the organisational
underpinning of that power.He
does so in the teeth:ofrepres-
entationism, lesser-evilism,
pay-now-en joy-laterism, coal-
itionism and all the other
traps and blinds we know so
well ourselves,

It's a difficult enough fight
here,It is vastly more diffic-
ult there. For not only is the
working class small and isol-
ated within Ceylon, but bec-
ause of the gradual dissolut-
ion of the bonds between that
country and the countries of
advanced capitalism, it is
increasingly isdated from the
intemational working - class
movement,

As  Trotsky pointed out,
using Britain and India as his
examples, ‘the intermational-
ism of ... proletariats does
not at all rest on an identity
of conditions, tasks and
methods, but on their indivis-
ible interdependence’ (introd-
uction to the German edition
of Permanent Revolution). -
MICHAEL KIDRON, Lund,
E. Yorks,

are contradictory: forexample,
prior to the Barbican strike,
when the building workers’
Joint Sites Committee did a
wonderful organisation and
recruitment jcb, both the AUB-
TW and the TGWU smiled
benevolently upon them. Yet
both these unions, in collus-
ion with the employers,engag-
ed in massive press propagan-
da against the militants during
the strike. %

Trade union leaders are
forced by the nature of capit-
alism into ambivalent postur-
ing, on the one hand to meet
the demands of the rank and

resent and on the other to
placate their masters in the
government for the purposes
of supporting such fictions as
the ‘national interest’.

The histories of so-called
militants such as Ben Tillett.
Tom Mann, Keir Hardie, Erniie
Bevin or Frank Cousins will
show how union leaders are
used by the system to bolster
up a sagging economy where
necessary. And this will
continue. until union leaders
are elected, subject to reecall
al average members’ wages. -
TERRY BARRETT, Tilbury

that is issued at irregular

file whom they claim to rep-

Docks TGWU.

“
Join the International Socialists

ABERDEEN Pete Drummond

tenants' associations which
were affiliated to the Action
Committee, Pressure of
events recently frorced NATR
to join the Anti- Eviction
Committee.

The leadership of the
struggle is made up of a
number of disillusioned L.ab-
our Party members — whose
attaehment to the Party has
led them to vacillate at some
stages and of formerly
‘apolitical’ militants, whose
lack of experience and tradit~
ional attachment to any org-
anisation meant that they
were willing to go much fur-

CP in

They have come through
experience to a limited but
clear understanding of the
politics of the housing ques-
tion. They have a tremendous
self-confidence and a sharp,
raucous class line that
embodies the best of the East
End tradition — and the work-
ing class tradition.

The middle class members
of the GLC will find, if the
have the nerve to go throug
with their threats, that Suff-
olk, Trowbridge, Lansbury
(Poplar) and other /estate
will defend themselves wi
a determination and on a
scale that has not been seen

ther.

since the 1930s.
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BELFAST SHOWDOWN

Wilson moves against Catholics

Chris Harman

8Y SENDING IN British

troops to dismantle the

barricades in Belfast, Wilson and Callaghan have
conceded completely to the demands of the Stor-
mont regime. They have shown how little they care
for the security of the mass of the Catholic pop-

ulation.

While the decision to remove the barricades was
being taken, hundreds of Catholics continued to live in
fear of their lives..In less than six days, 600 threats
were reported to the authorities.

Even officials of the
Orange regime acknowledg-

ed that ‘the majority of
those intimidated are
Catholics’.

Nor are these idle threats.
Although often unreported in
the British press, the use of
petrol bombs continues.

The presence of British
troops may provide some sort
of temporary protection
against large mobs of Pais-
leyites. They provide little
against the bomb or gunshot
from a fast-moving car.

The barmricades have rep-
resented another sort of pro-
tection — against the return
to the ‘normality’ that culmin-
ated in the death of eight
people at the hands of police,
B-Specials and armed thugs
five weeks ago. For the Cath-
olic workers, the barricades
were the only effective means
of exertin pressure to
ensure the disarming of those
responsible for the murders
and for doing away with the
arbitrary powers in the hand
of the government that ordered
them into action.

PRESSURES

Wilson and Callaghan have
shown that although they have
disagreements with the Story
mont regime, they will supp-
ort them against the mass of
the Catholic population. And
the Stormont regime has
shown that although it has
disagreements with the Pais-
leys and Buntings, it still
needs them and will give in
to their pressures.

A month ago, when he met
Chichester - Clark, Wilson
announced that the B-Specials
were to be ‘phased out’ Right-
wing unionists protested and
Clatk denied that this meant
the Specials were to be eithen
disbanded or disarmed.

It did not take Wilson
long to forget his own words
after this.

Three weeks ago, Orange
extremists, unable to get at
the Catholics in their custom-
ary manner, began'to erect
barricades of their own, often
across important roads, not to
protect . themselves but to
force the hand of the Stormont
regime. They did this in order
to have all barricades dis-

Britain
gives in to
Orangemen

ones protecting the Catholics.

First Stormont and now
Callaghan have given in to
the Orange pressure.

Behind the lines of British
troops, the Stormont police
regime continues to operate.
The Special Powers Act con-
tinues in force. Those who
fought to defend themselves
against the police and Orange
thugs are still being brought
to trial and imprisoned.

The British troops may
have prevented repeated
murderss of the Catholic
population, but now in remov-
ing the barricades they are
taking away the only defence
the Catholics had.

The British government
has made it clear by its
words and its actions thaf it
wants the Stormont regime to

remain — but without the
‘excesses’.

The Catholic workers,
‘however, know from bitter

experience that these ‘exces-
ses’ — discrimination, police
brutality, periodic murders
and pogroms, are an integral
part of the Orange regime.
That is why they have been
attempting to defend their
barricades against both the
RUC, B-Specials and against
the troops.

ABANDON

At present they may be
forced to abandon their barr-
icades because they are too
weak to take onh both troops
and Orangemen, but they have
no choice but to prepare for a
prolonged struggle to defend
themselves.

For this they need both
funds and solidarity from
British and Irish workers. In
the 26 counties in particular
they 'can be aided by repub-
lican and, socialist agitation
for the seizure of British-
owned factories and .estates
as hostages for the freedom of
the North and for the opening
of the Free State arsenals to
supply arms to the Catholics

mantled, in paricular the lin the North for self-defence.
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Six Day War
goes on

our programme is for althat a further meeting would

from page one

oil pipelines: that is, all but
the means to fuel the private
fortunes, harems and police of
the feudal rulers.

Any moves to change this|

gituation have seen the
Israeli state first into the
fray on behalf of imperialism.
The feudalists in turn have
known their friends and only
made sham moves against
Israel under extreme pressure
from the masses they rule.The
latest raid on Egypt was
partly triggered off by Israeli
annoyance at the fall of one
of their friends in the Arab
world, King Idris of Libya.

'ROBBERY

The Arab masses have
double reason to put an end
to Israel’in its present form;
its persecution and robbery of
the Arabs within its immediate
reach and its gart in helping
imperialism subdue and expl-
oit the area as a whole.

It is for fear of the work-
ers and peasants that even
the more Erogressive Arab
regimes take up the fight
against Israel — and they do
it badly and inefficiently.
The real spearhead of the
struggle against Israeli dom-
ination are the masses them-
selves, and foremost among
them those most directly
exploited — the dispossessed
and persecuted people of
Palestine, organised in the
guerrilla forces which strike
directly at Israel’s security.

As long as Israel contin-
ues in its present form and in
its present role, it must get
no ‘safe conduct’ either from
the Arab masses or from soc-
ialists in the west. But we
are not the racialists that
the Zionists are and neither
are the Arab guerrillas.

multi-racial Israel, with full
zuaranteed rights for minor-

ities, which will ally itself

with the masses of the Middle
East to combat imperialism
and develop the whole area.

solidate its existence.

Then, and only then, will
Israel win the right to con-

Dockers’ no

to manning
dodge

Terry Barrett
THE PORT of London Author-
ity and Ocean Containers
Ltd have attempted to break
a union ban on package deals
at Tilbury Dock by means of
a trick.

The ban was imposed by
the Ng. 1 Docks Group of the
Transport Workers Union over
a year ago to prevent the

nisation through package
deals at isolated berths
operating with a greatly red-
uced labour' force. The ban
stays until all dockworkers
get a deal based on equal
opportunity.

The employers’ trick was
to make a tentative offer
from the PLA to OOL that the
berth in question should be
operated under conventional
manning. But the employers’
idea of conventional manning
was very different from tne
men's.

conventional manning
means to a docker that each
hatch be manned by a 12-
handed gang, while on the
PLA's definition one 12-
handed gang would transfer
from hatch to hateh.

Tilbury IS dockers, in co-
operation with other militant
trade unionists, issued a
leaflet deploring such a deal.

At & mass meeting called
by Harry Battie (Tilbury
Docks TGWU delegate), there
was & unanimous decision

be called to discuss what form
of militant action would be
taken if the PLA attempted to
break the ban.

Maintaining bans on isoi-
ated package deals is a meth-
od which must continue to be
used as a weapon in the
struggle for a better deal for
every dockworker, !

employers introducing mecha-|

Go it alone
threat by

AEF in Ford
pay talks

SW Reporter

REG BIRCH, left-wing spoke-
sman for the Engineering
‘Union at Ford,said on Monday
that the AEF might break
away from the present negot-
iating machinery and seek
separate wage talks with the
company.

This latest move follows
months of haggling over union
representation on the National
Joint Negotiating Committee,

Before last February’s
strike, each union represented
at Ford had one official on
the NJNC. This meant that
unions with only a handful of
members had as many votes
as the giant AEF and Trans-
port Workers.

Shop-floor pressure for a

more democratic structure
led to the AEF and TGWU
being given five votes each.
They have now objected to

the General and Municipal
Workers and the Vehicle
Builders being allotted three
votes each.

Reg Birch, executive mem-
ber of the AEF and present
secretary of the NJNC, said
on Monday: ‘There is no
basis in terms of membership
or importance for these two
unions to have three seats.’

He added: ‘If this is not

changed we will withdraw from
the committee and invite the
TGWU to join with us in seek-
ing direct negotiations with
the company.
The GMWU and NUVB
warned the AEF that they
will call in the TUC to stop
the giant unions getting a lar-
ger vote on the committee. A
GMWU spokesman commented
that the rows over represent-:
ation were preventing the
unions from getting on with|
the ‘essential business of
looking after the workers’
interests.’

_GMWU members at Ford
will be glad to hear that the'
officials are concerned with
their interests. The union
has traditionally been oppos-
ed to militant action and many
of their members left for the'
TGWU during the last big
strike.

The expression ‘looking
after the interests’ will also
stick in the throats of milit-
ants at Ford. They want to
look after their own interests
by having the decisive voice
in wage negotiations,

CORRECTION

JIM LAMBORN, SW Ford anmes-
pondent, writes: ‘The -atatgment!
in my article last week on the
NJNC that ‘some convenors have
already made it clear that they
WILL follow the policy .of shop
stewards’ committees’ unfort-
unately got transcribed as ‘some
convenors have already made it
clear that they will not follow'
the policy." May I apologise to
all concerned for this error,
which &although small in itself,
completely destroyed the point
which I was trying to make.

Ho's final plea falls
on stony ground

THE DEATH of nationalist or
revolutionary leaders should
demand of marxists not sent-
imental eulogies but careful
analyses of their ideas,
activities, achievements and
mistakes. Socialists can draw

from such analyses important
lessons that will aid their

own campaigns.

It was with this view in
mind that the International
Socialists readily agreed to
participate in the Vietnam
Solidarity Campaign's mem-
orial meeting for Ho Chi
Minh in London last Saturday.

Unfortunately, the other org-

anisations represented at the
meeting seemed to think that
protestations of grief were
sufficient and that any critic-
ism of the late Vietnamese
leader was sacriligious.

Chris Harman,the 1S spoke-
esman, stressed the vital
importance of the Vietnamese
struggle. He said that Ho's
fight against westernimperial-

ism had inspired other count-'

ries to take up arms against
their oppressors.

He stressed the courage
and heroism of the Vietnam
liberation movement and said

that revolutionaries couldbest
.aid that liberation movement

by building organisations to

Roger Protz

take power in the west.

Harman went on to say
that it would be wrong for
socialists to mislead them-
selves about the nature of the
Vietnamese struggle. It was
a national one, not socialist,
he said.

He added that North Viet-
nam was not a socialist state
and _that Ho’s basically
nationalistic attitudes had
led him to liquidate in 1945
the Vietnamese Trotskyists
who argued that the national
struggle against imperialism
should not be divorced from
}he class struggle for social-
sm.

At this stage a few Mao-
ists left the meeting in prot-
est but the platform speakers
made no comment. Bob Purdie
of the International Marxist
Group (the British section of
the Trotskyist Fourth Inter-
national) then spoke in praise
of Ho

A Maoist returned to dem-
and that Chris Harman should
be forced to apologise for his
remarks. Not to be outflanked,
Mr Jack Woddis, the Commun-

1st Party speaker, suddenly
came to life, said he did not
intend to see dirt thrown on
Ho's grave and left the plat-
form as a voice from the
floor enquired what else
could be thrown on a grave.

Bob Purdie, spokesman
for the very world organisat- |
ion whose comrades were:
killed by Ho in Saigon, then'
moved that the meeting should
dissociate itself from Har-
man's remarks. The demand
was echoed by Tarig Ali,
another IMG member.

There was no clear-cut
vote on Purdie's motion and,
in some confusion, the meet-
ing heard Tariq Ali's eulogy
to Ho. In the course of his
speech, Ali said that social-
ism was being built in North
Vietnam, a remark that would
seem to call in question the
need for the Trotskyist World
Party of Revelution.

The meeting ended with a
reading of Ho’s last testam-
ent which included the dem-
and:; ‘Within ;the party,achieve
broad democracy and the
practice of self-criticism, and
criticism reﬁularly and ser-
iously is the best way fto
consolidate and develop the
union and unity of mind in
the party.’



