Politics
vital to
union laws
struggle

| EDITORIAL]

THE RESPONSE to the call
for a stoppage on May Day
was extremely encouraging,
Even the government, in its
campaign to play down support
for the strike admitted that
90,000 workers had come out,
Any realistic estimate is

Welfare clobbered to appease bosses, bankers and gnomes

_In particular, the London
printers showed in dramatie
fom the Dbotential strength of

| the working class when they

stopped the production of the -
national papers — and when
10,000 SOGAT workers took
part in the London demonsir-
ation and march,
It was & magnificent effort,
Roger Protz
‘I AM GOING ON - the govemment is going on’,
bold, brave Harold Wilson declared on Sunday. He
meant they were going on attacking the workers,
the old, the sick and the poor, forcing them to pay
for the crisis of the capitalist system that Wilson

But it had weaknesses,
A much larger number of
people took part in the strike
but didn’t demonstrate 80
the collective nature of the
and co are so anxious to protect.
Eard on the heels of the plans to hang a ball and
chain on every militant trade unionist in the country
comes the cynical decision to increase by 25 per cent
the cost of National Health false teeth and spectacles,
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event was not as powerful as
The hypocrisy of the

it might have been.
No speeches
government is almost too
much to stomach.

But the major defedt wag

the absence of political
They were elected on a
platform reform welfare

analysis of the Labour gov-

emment’s whole strategy, at
least on the I.,ondon march,
There were no speeches at

and restore the principle of a

free health service — yet in

five bitter years they have

done more to gerrymander the

Tower Hill ' (the Oorganisers
refused to let Bernadette
NHS and force,an .ever incr-
easing fin, “fsurden on

Devlin ‘speak from their
platform there). The speeches
working-class ﬂ Lab T do
than the Tow gt "

at the end were extremely
soggy and evaded the main
question,
The problem of how to
build a campaign to smash
the proposed shackling of the
in th e office,
"'Il'l?iér'lg%cks on welfare
are forced on Labour by their
paymasters,the rich and reac-
tionary intemational bankers
who bale out the pound with
massive loans on the under-
standing that the government
will make the workers sweat
to save the creaking system.

HAND OUTS

Alongside wage Ireeze,
incomes policy, anti-union
laws, productivity deals and
runing of welfare we get
Euge hand-outs to the empl-
oyers, financial encourage-
ment for monopolies like AEI-
GEC-EE to ‘rationalise’ by
closing plants and making
thousands redundant.

Does anyme still think
this govemment has any
connection with socialism?
Will anyone, save some tired
Transport House hack, stand
up and declare that a gover-
nment that is deliberately
impoverishing the lives of
millions 1is acting in the
interests of the workers?

Just look at their record
on welfare, education and
housing alone.

Prescription charges of
2s 6d an item introduced.

Strike over
prod deal

STOCKPORT;- The manage-
ment at Bredbury Steel Mills
doesn't want ‘prod’ deals, it
just wants more productivity
for nothing.

The maintenance workers
at the factory, part of the

GKN group, struck last
January for more gaii They
said they were £4 behind the

district rate,

They went back to work
on & promise that a new deal
would be negotiated, ‘It'll
make £2 look like peanuts,’
they were told:.

The stewards offered &
heap of concessions to
management in retum for
more pay. But the manage-
ment tumed them down. They
wanted all the 127 concess-
ions offered but would pay
only 15s a week in return.

The men are now out again
and it looks as if they're in
for a long fight. Production
men at the factory are out in
solidarity, but BISAKTA mem-
bers have refused to black
work on the rolling machinery,
which is being maintained by
scab staff labour,

1

WILSON
Attacks go on

Raising of the school-
leaving age deferred.

School building programme
pegged for the first time
since the war,

Dental charges up from £1
to £1 10s.

Abolition of free milk in
secondary schools, which
saves the paltry sum of £4m
a year. -

The Labour Party election
manifesto of 1966 promised
to build 500,000 new homes
by 196970 with ‘higher
levels still’ in the following
years.

That pledge was quietl
dropped last year, wit
public housing cut back by
15,000 a year in England and
Wales and 1500 in Scotland.

Rents have rocketed — and
s0 have the interest rates
demanded by the moneylend-
ers who finance council
building.

And there is more to come.
Insurance contributions are
going up soon.

You have got to be soaked
again so that your boss can
get a lavish loan to shut
down your factory and take it
off to Northem Ireland, all
expenses paid. That's known
as ‘planning’.

ABSURD

Of course, the govemment
badly needs the money. They
need tens of thousands to
crown a pampered parasite in
Wales and to pay for RAF
jets taking part in absurd
races across the Atlantic to
boost the sagging sales of an
arch-Tory newspaper.

There could be no clearer
example in Labour’s record
of how a ‘reformist’ party
that attempts to tinker with
capitalism ends up the

risoner of the bosses and
he bankers.

It is a lesson to every
trade unionist and his family
fighting to keep their heads
above water as the bills
mount and the prices soar.

You can’'t ‘share’ power
with the capitalists because
the shares aren’t equal. You
can only take it from them.

Out of this present mess
must come a growing determ-
ination by the workers to
chst the Labour renegades
onto the refuse heap and
to organise for real power —

workers’ power,

EERNADETTE DEVLIN,

01-485 0476.

Big crowds for Bernadette

MP spoke to large and

enthusiastic open-air meetings last week at the Fulham
Hospital building site in London and the CAV-Lucas
factory in Acton. The 22 years-old civil rights MP from
the Northern Ireland police state was given a tremen-
dous reception when she described the situation in
Ulster and called for support for the civil rights aam-
paign from British workers and emigre Irish workers.
B dh meetings held collections for the Irish campaign.
Bernadette Devlin is willing to speak to similar meet-
ings of workers. Full details from Pat Denny at

trade unions is part of the
problem of constructing a
political alternative to the
capitalist policies -of the

JEFF PICK

Tower Hill, may 1st, where
thousands of strikiag print-
workers, builders and dockers
heard the independent MP
from Northem Ireland, Agree-
ment was reached with the
Liaison Committee for the
Defence of Trade Unions
who organised the marshall-

=]

opposed the May Day sirike
before the event, speaking at
the end of the march. Pious
platitudes re;glaced any con-
crete sugges
way forward,

Labour government. This was
shitked and a tremendous

ions about the

The recall TUC conference

on June 5 is the next step,
We support the call for & one-
day strike then and a lobby of

the TUC delegates.

One aim

The government has invit-
ed the TUC to make altemat-
ive proposals to In Place of

Ing at Tower Hill, that she |sirife, The union officials,
would speak from their |their positions threatened,
platform but Communist Party ..o desperately produced
Spokesmen_broke the agree-|i1oir own suggestions for
ment and Bemadeite had to §

address the crowd from the
IS lorry.

Another picture page 3

ON SUNDAY May 11, Jews
and Arabs will march together
in London in support of the
revolutionary struggle in the
Middle East under the banner
of the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign.

Since the ereation of the
Zionist State of Israel, both
the Israeli colons, the “Arab
militarists and feudal mon-
archs have indulged in an
empty nationalist and racial-
ist conflict that has served
largely to prop up their opp-
ressive regimes, with little
regard for the needs of the
Palestinians themselves,

Sharks

Round the edge of this
struggle, like sharks cirel
ing their prey, Western imp-
erialism and its FEastern
counterpart have sought to
gain strategic advantages by
Flaying each side off against
he other but with no real
interest in altering the exist-
ing set-up in the Middle East.

But since the six day war
in 1967 the character of the
struggle in the Middle East
has begun to change. The
Palestinian freedom fighters
are increasingly rejecting the
0ld nationalism and are
tuming the struggle into one
for the revolutionary trans-
formation of the 'area where

the liberation of Palestine is

Lil Power
the first stage for the
creation of a genuinely

socialist Middle East.

The Israeli leaders, who
have long used the fear of
‘Arab extermination of the
Jews’ fo suppress the real
class tensions in their own
society, now recognise the
freedom fighters as the real
threat to their own power.

The Arab governments

1have sought either to draﬁ
c

the freedom fighters ba
into the pointless nationalism

Arabs and Jews march
in Mid-East solidarity

of the past or else to obstruct
or emasculate them. They
also recognise the threat
posed to their regimes.

In this struggle the Pales-
tinian freedom fighters just
as much as the National
Liberation Front of South
Vietnam, have a right to max-
imum support from socialists
throughout the world. The
PSC exists to mobilise such
support in Britain and all
revolutionary socialists
should give it their maximum
support.

: The march on Sunday
will leave Speakers Comer,
Marble Arch, at 2.30 pm for a

rally in Trafalgar Square,

fund by September. We have

buy the eguipment necessary

the cash rolling in,

Fighting Fund key
to six-page paper

SOCIALIST WORKER's six-page May Day issue had a
tremendous reception throughout the country. The print
order was increased by 50 per cent but many IS branches
had sold out by Friday and were ordering fresh copies,
Readers are now demanding a six-pager every week! We
hope to increase the size as soon as possible, but it
depends on the successful completion of our £4000 fighting

signed the lease for our new

offices and print shop and will be moving in a few weeks,
but we still need almest £3000 to complete the fund and

for a six-page paper. So keep

shackling the unions — which
they hope the delegates will
‘voluntarily’ accept!

All their suggestions ( for
a 28-day pause before any
action is ever taken, for more
power to the national union
officials, even special empl-
oyer-union co-operation in
settling big strikes) have
only one aim in mind — ‘o
take power away from the
shop siewards, the democrat-
ically elected representatives
of the men on the shop floor
and to put it into their own
hands.

If there are going to be
curbs on the unions then the
TUC offi cials don’t mind as
long as they are the police-
men,

We are opposed to all
curbs on the right to strike.
We support all strikes official
and unofficial.

Back strike

The leaders of the AEF
and TGWU as well asother
unions, say they are Frepsred
to fight the proposed legislat-
ion, If they are serious, let
them make the strike on June
5 official,

Scanlon’s condemnation of
the May Day strike at the
AEF national committee must
bring home to Left-wingers
who support him the extremely
ambiguous nature of his comm-
itment to an all-out fight
against anti-trade union laws.

The only way the govem-
ment will be stopped from its
Ferpetual attempts to make

he British workers p for
their capitalist policies is by
building a rank and file move-
ment controlled by its mem-
bers for whom the fight for a

total alternative system,
socialism, is the focus of
struggle,

The struggle for workers’
power is the only wa.fv[ the
working class can finally
defeatl its enemies.
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Telly groovies and the Whitewash gang

unite to stamp out real protest
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Does a stolen Picasso have a message for us all?

Great paintings—more
than an ‘investment

SIX PAINTINGS by
Picasso were among works
stolen a few we_eks ago
from the home of Sir Roland
Penrose, & trustee of the

Tate Gallery.

The total value of the
loss was provisionally
valued at £300,000.

A dejected Sir Roland said
that he supposed they were
priced sO ghly because of
& general’ lack of confidence
in money’, which is causing
people to invest in paintings.

One of the Picassos, Wom-

is valued at

Weeping,
ggtweenpéo and 80 thousand
ounds. ;
X But is & palntmil—- any
painting — really t dss vai;

2 To thousan ——— .
ha.tAndf of :ﬁ:luse it 'l::-ls ttrue
t e e Her crumpled-up face has
whose Dlillart comcltn 08 o Ry G D fHce BAs
ce;.].wigulgs i?wehs%:elllltse ‘v?m': She c%ews a2 handkerchief
fantastic interest, have held in a hand which looks

grossly inflated their price.

Grotesque prices

I think such works do have
enormous value, but it is a
value which cannot be expres-
sed in money temms. The
grotesque prices affixed to
many works of art often
obscure whether they are
good or bad, and in any case
ruling-class fashions in art
are notoriously fickle,

Many °great’ artists wor-
shippe y the Victorian
bourgeoisie for exam(rle.
have long been relegated to
the historical dustbin.

Let us examine one of the
stolen i:a.intings. and try to
assess it s real value,ifany.

The Weeping Woman is at
first glance painted in a

like the paw of a Trogcartoon

character.

For some reason she has
facing us and

two profiles,
to our right at the same time.
It is impossible to tell which
bits are face and which bits
are her right hand.

Why has Picasso, an artist
with superb technical skill,
chosen this way of painting?
What advantage did he think
it had over the so-called
realistic style of painting?

In the fist place, it is

necessary to realise that
even the most ‘photographic’
type of painting, simple

though it may appear, uses

an enormous number of com-

licated conventions which
iterallir need to be learnt
before they can be understood.

We understand them

PHIL
EVANS

because we are brought up
with them. We learn them just
as we learn English, and are
as unaware of the process as
we are of learning the gramm-
ar of our spoken language.
Conventions which are
familiar to us, of line, pers-
Eective. or shading, can be
affling to people of another
cultural background. The
language of drawing is no
more international than any
other language.
E.H.Gombrdch, the art
critic, in his excellent book
Art and Illusion, tells of an
incident which shows this.
fJames Cheng,; who taught
painting to a group of Chin-
ese ftrained in different
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SOCIALIST WORKER is the paper
of International Socialism, a move-
ment of revolutionary socialists
who believe that the present form
of society, with its blatant in-
equalities, its periodic crises,
wars and racialist hysteria must
be replaced by one based on a
planned economy under full
workers' control; those who pro-
duce the wealth should own and
control the means of production,

International Socialism is opposed
to any incomes policy that seeks
torestrict the wages ot the workers
in order to boost the profits of the
employers. We unconditionally
support all shop stewards and
rank and file trade union members
in their struggles for better wages
and conditions and oppose all re-
actionary laws that threater~the
liberties of the labour movement.
We support all strikes in defence
of workers' interests with the de-

STAND

mand of no victimisation of trade
unionists. Redundancy should be
opposed with the demand: five
days work or five days pay. Shop
stewards organisations should
strengthen and extend their in-

fluence by linking up on an in-
dustrial and ultimately a national
basis.

We are opposed to racial discrimi-
nation, a weapon used by the
ruling class to divide the labour
movement. Immigration control
must be ended, ensuring the free
movement of peoples regardless
of race and colour. Black and
white workers must unite and form
their own defence organisations
to fight fascism and racialism.
The labour movement must de-
mand the immediate recall of
British troops from abroad as the
first step towards ending colonial
axploitation.

The task of revolutionary socialists
is to join workers in their struggles
with sccialist ideas that will link
ip the various sections of the
abour movement and help create
a farce that will lead on to workers’
power and international socialism

ulators

: h E e
Tha i s
hard to understand.

B SECTUINTE—owesald me of
made with his students to a
famous- beauty spot, one of
Peking’s old gates.

‘The task baffled them. In
the end, one of the students
asked to be given at least a
picture postcard of the build-
ing so that they would have
something to copy.’

In aher words they were
unfamiliar with the Western
vocabulary of drawing con-
ventions which are our jum-
ping-off point when- drawing
new objects. The language of
Oriental calligraphic-based
‘art is equally mysterious to
us.

All Dpainters use some
kind of code, to simplify and
select from what they see.
The difficulties arise when
artists invent personal and
unfamiliar codes to describe
what they see.

When we meet these new
codes we become confused,
and often fall back on cond-
emnation as an altermnative to
understanding.

Tongue in cheek

The painter James McNeill
Whistler gave a tongue-in-
cheek guide to this kind of
criticism: “You shouldn’t say
you do not like it; and then,
you know, you're perfectly
safe’.

The Weeping Woman is a
painting whose ‘code’, or
syntax, needs to be under-
stood before its content can
be appreciated.

Weeping Woman: don’t look for realism

here it can be seen that itis

I compared part of its
drawing earlier with that of a
cartoonist. We do not look
for realism in cartoons. We
accept easily their vocabul-
ary of distortions; big feet,
pot-bellies, bulbous noses.

Andy Capp, for instance,is
really a simple and repetitive
combination of squiggles
which we accept as triggers
to set off laughter. Perhaps
it is Picasso’'s cartoon-like
exaggerations which lead
some people to laugh at his
paintings.

Just as Andy Capp’s nose
is nothing like a real nose,
but a mark which we take to
mean nose,this woman’s faceis
built up from marks we can
‘read’ as a network of sinus
and tear glands, trembling
fingers and mouth.

If we are prepared to leam

the new visual grammar used

a powerful picture; the neur-
otic face of a hysterical
century,

It sums up our psychology
just as Shakespeare summed
up that of technically advan-
ced but self-doubting Renais-

sance men in plays like
Hamlet,

A victim?

That is why the picture is
valuable. It 1is, of course,
easy to be over-respectful
towards ‘Great Art’', It is

more difficult to respect fhe
bourgeois philistines whose
only criterion of value seems
{o be a work’s price in the
salerooms.,

Perhaps the Weeping
Woman is also a victim of the
‘lack of confidence in money’
which has been the cause of
so much misery this century?
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revolution’ and ‘fairer shares
in expanding prosperity’.

You can win friends and
influence voters and when
you win a general election
you can, you hope, introduce
all sorts of reforms which
will somehow change the
system.

Well, it has been tried. We
are now in our fourth year of
the current instalment.

The bosses are richer and
more powerful than ever. We
are no nearer a democratic,
humane, classless society
than we were underMacmillan
or Home.

Lesser evil?

What about the lesser
evil, better half a loaf than
no bread? A good test is that
proposed by Mr Harold Wilson
(in oppesition of course).

‘Given a Labour victory,’
said Harold, ‘the test is this.
Will there be, 12 months from
now, & narrowing of the gap
between rich and poor, quite
apart from any general up-
ward movement there may be
as a result of increased

by
DUNCAN
HALLAS

national production? The
answer is, quite simply that
there will.’

This is the same man who
refused to permit an increase
of 14s a week for agricultural
workers while accepting
increases of up to £145 per
week for the bosses of nat-
ionalised industries!

Not that he can really
help it. Once you accept that
the job of a Labour govern-
ment is to keep the capitalist
system going so you can
introduce reforms, you are
caught up in the logic of the
thing.

The capitalists must be
kept happy so nothing fund-
amental can be disturbed,
Reforms are easier to carry

JEFF PICK

through if there is plenty to
go round, so profits have to
be kept up.

To keep up profits the
workers have to be kept in
line and the rich given
‘incentives’ — in plain
words more swill in their
trough.

Fed up

The rich get richer and
the working man gets fed up.
Then the aim becomes to win
the middle-class vote and
the votes of the most back-
ward elements in the popul-
ation. We get In Place of
Strife, adventures in Anguilla,
immigration control, lofty
rhetoric about the ‘national
interest’ and all the old Tory
run around.

There is no way out of
this by increasing productivity
more output and the rest. The

point was well made by
H. Wilson (in opposition
again).

‘In any period of economic
expansion, there is a law of
increasing returns to the rich,
of an increased proportion of
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IS begins to discuss the
electoral issue now instead of
being caught unprepared with
the resulting confusion and
conflicting actions at the
election, whenever it is
called, - ALAN WOODWARD,
Tottenham IS.

Trotsky and

a ‘'workers state’

A GOOD review of some of
Lenin’s ideas expounded in
State and Revolution (April
19) was spoilt by the insert-
ion of a few somewhat obtuse
remarks referring to Trotsky’s
‘radically different definition’
of a workers' state.
Trotsky stated in the
Revolution Betrayed that ‘the
nationalisation of the land,
the means of industrial prod-
uction,transport and exchange,
together with the monopoly of
foreign trade, constitute the
basis of t_he Soviet social

structure.’

However he goes on to
emphasise that it is not
abstract state ownership

which defines socialism but
also the historical conditions

d under which it is established.

‘Through these relations
established by the proletarian
revolution, the basic nature of
the Soviet Union as & prolet-
tarian state is for us defined.’

Elsewhere in his book
Trotsky even outlines the
possibility of a' ‘situation in
which the bourgeoisie as a
whole constitutes itself a
stock company which, by
means of its state, administ-
ers the whole national econ-
omy.

Despite the emphasis in

Duncan Hallas’s article on

the necessity for workers’
control of production in a
healthy workers' state it
misses an essential part of
Lenin's analysis. Lenin wrote
that ‘bourgeois law in relat-
ion to the distribution of the
objects of consumption ass-
umes, of course, inevitably a
bourgeois state. for law is
nothing without an apparatus

capable of compelling observ-
ance of its norms. It follows
that under communism not

only will bourgeois law surv-

ive for a certain time, but
also even a bourgeois state,
without the bourgeoisie!”

The theory of state capit-
alism mey be taken to imply
that the Stalinist bureaucracy
has a historical mission to
develop the productive forces—
despite the fact that the
world is over ripe for social-
ism,

In this, and in the estab-
lishment of industrial democ-
racy as a formal norm: for a
workers’ state, it is the theory
of state capitalism that
‘constitutes a major revision
of marxist theory’ (o quote
comrade Hallas),

The decimation of the civil
war left the working class
with little ‘effective control
over their work situation’.
However Lenin was severely
attacked by the
Opposition who stated that
the USSR had degenerated
into a form of statecapitalism.

Lenin’s genius lies not in
adherence to formal criteria
but in his persistent attempts
to recognise and change con-
ditions. - GEOFF HODGSON,
Manchester IS.

Be careful

with nicknames

IN THE MAY DAY issue,
Martin Shaw, reporting from
LSE, writes of ‘marxist’
(Martin Shaw's quotes) 'Ra{gh
Miliband (known to e
students as Moribund).’

May we inform you that a
number of socialist students
have also been given curious
nicknames by their counter-
parts on the teaching staff?
However in the midst of a
common struggle, we would
regard it as sectarian to foll-
ow comrade Shaw’s example
by providing details: in most
cases, anyway, it would be
libellous,

It is interesting that your

Workers' ,

gn for ‘socialism’ —an IS
tegy for the next election?
LETTERS

writer feels it necessary (o
guestion Ralph Miliband’s
sianding as a marxist. We can
only say that,on the evidence
of past statistics, if 1 per
of today’s militant students
make as serious a contribut-
ion to marxist exposition and
analysis as Ralph Miliband
has, we shall be very lucky
indeed

iIf as many as 5 Iper cent
stick to socialism after they
graduate for as long as hehas
done, then we shall know the
revolution is on its way.-
PETER SEDGWICK, BOB
LOOKER, York.IS.

Support
film group

I WOULD LIKE to urge all
SW readers to give support to
a new group called Cinema
Action. They came to Liver-
pool to show films last week-
end and were well received.

They produce and distrib-
ute films which the Rank and
ABC monopoly circuits won't
touch because they are too
pro-worker, pro-tenant, or pro-
Left. They are particularly
interested in using film to
provoke debate, and in show-
ing to trade unionists in
factory canteens, etc, or at
union weekend schools, to
left groups, and so on.

Of course there may be
the individual film that one
might disagree with, but they:
are all generally militant/
revolutionary in essence. I'm
sure they'll be a powerful
weapon in the class war.

You can get all the details
of their films, equipment,etc.
from Ann Lamche, 21 Bron-
desbury Park, London NW6,
or ring 01-WIL 3633. -ROSS
HILL, Liverpool IS.

More letters on page 4

Lutte Ouvriere
French revolutionary
weekly paper. Subscription
£3. for a year, £1 10s for
6 months, from lan Birchall,
109 Croyland Road London
N9 Proceeds lo Socialist
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Part of the IS contingent on the London May Day march

newly roduced wealth
accruing to the owners of
property whetker in equity
shares or land.’

In short we get farther
away from the classless
jstuciet;.' instead of nearer to
g5

Of course the Labour
Party is not and never has
been a real socialist party.

At best it has been a
party which has accepted the
capitalist system, in fact if
not in words, but has tried
to tilt the balance within
the system slightly towards
the left, towards the inter-
ests of working people.

Not any more, Wilson,
Castle and the rest are now
appealing to the most back-
ward and reactionary prejud-
ices against organised
workers.

They are doing the Tories’
work for them. They have
gone over to the other side.

Why?' Are they rogues?

Lord PBrockway, in the
days when he was still plain
Mr Fenner Brockway, once
wrote ‘I have spent three
years in prison and three
years in parliament — and

‘parliament was a far more

demoralising experience’.
There is something in this.
The weak brethren in the
parliamentary party have no
doubt been cormupted by the

- 32T
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subtle and not so subtle
pressures to confomm. Jobs
or the promise of jobs, com-
pany directorships for ex-
ministers, fat salaries, soft
living, all these things have
their influence,

One of the first things the
newly -elected Labour gov-
emment did was to raise the
salaries of MPs and
ministers!

Many of the Westminster
Labour crowd were opportun-
ists and self-seekers from
the beginning. But as an
explanation of why the Labour
government has become the
spearhead of the big business
offensive against the workers,
this sort of thing is not
enough,

Thick and thin

There are rotten apples in
every barrel. For nearly the
whole barrel to be rotten
there must be something
fundamentally wrong.

Take for instance Mr
Michael Foot and his friends,
They are not careerists. And
yet they supported Wilson
through thick and thin until
the latest anti-union propos-
als stuck in their throats.

Even now they can’t quite
get rid of the idea that
Harold and Barbara are left

sort

or
They still have the
fundamental approach to
society and politics as their
friends of yesterdav.
Right-wing forces and att-
itudes are reinforced. After

wingers of
other,
same

some

all, the richest place on
earth is the State of Calif-
ornia and they've got
Ronald Reagan in power!

What is the alternative?
The only way forward for
socialists is to base them-
selves on the actual strugeg-
les of workers, tenants, the
homeless, the poor. We have
to fight in any and every
battle in which the interests
ofdworking people are invol-
ved.

We have to recreate the
authentic socialist tradition
and develop it in the course
of these struggles.

There are no short cuts.
Votingt for Bloggs will not
solve the problems.

out of the growing con-

flicts that are now being
forced on working people
will come the rebirth of the

British labour movement.
Harold Wilson is succeed-
ing where Ramsay MacDonald
failed, He is destroying once
and for all the credibility of
reformist, labourite politics.
The revolutionary social-
ist altemative is the omnly
road left for militant workers.
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FORD SHOP-FLOOR FEARS

Jim Lamborn

ON MARCH 19 the Ford
strikers held a mass meeting
in Dagenham where union
officials praised them for
their solidarity and recomm-
ended a retum to work.

The men heard promises
of worker consultation, a new
spirit 'of trade unionism and
talks on equal rates with the
Midlands as soon as they
resumed work.

They knew the right-wing

“officials like Les Kealey and

Mark Young had suffered a
defeat and they saw in Jack
Jones and Hugh Scanlon the
messiphs of a new trade
union attitude that would be
close to the rank and file.

What hopes they had then.
What despair they are feeling
now,

At the end of the strike,
the Ford company accepted

an ‘open-ended’ agreement
but once the men were back
al work they inserted a

clause that there should be
no more pay demands until
July 1970.

Ironed out

There have been two meet-
ings of the National Joint
Negotiating Committee since
the strike, the last on April
19, and all the difficulties
have been ironed out
except the terminal date of
the new pay agreement.

Many on the trade union
side felt that Ford's insist-
ence on the July 1970 date
was due to pressure from
Mms Castle’s Ministry of
Employment and Productivity.
The NJNC broke up with the
union delegates stating they
would consult theirexecutives

This has worried Ford
workers. The officials were
given a mandate at the final
mass meeting on Mareh 19 for
an open-ended agreement. So
far, no NJNC delegates have
agproa,ched their members to
change that mandate,

The' rank and file fear
another betrayal. They have
had bitter experience of the
NJNC and the great gap
between union executives and
the men on the floor. .

Compromise

They retumed to work with
the slogan of ‘parity with the
Midlands before 1970, butthe
union side on the NJNC have
already offered to accept a
compromise date of March

1970.
Anything less than the
March 19 demands will be a

betrayal and the bitterness
and cynicism it would create
will put the unions at Ford
back a decade.

The fact that the union

executives are again in a
position to either fulfil the
workers' hopes o justify
their fears shows that the
present system is outmoded
and undemocratic. Workers
must control their own unions
through mass meetings.
- It is surely unrealistic
when the wishes of Harold
Wilson’s hatchet woman take
priority over the workers’ own
democratic union deecisions,

Engineers
strike in
pay battle

Terry Jacques

LEEDS:- Engineering workers
at Foundrometers, Hunslet,
went on strike last week to
back thei* demands for an
improved bonus and wage
structure. The AEF declared
the strike officiel and the
Leeds District Committee
has blacked all work from the
firm,

The fimm manufactures
instruments for various ind-
ustries including the Navy
Department of the Ministry of
Defence, It has a Victorian
attitude to effeiciency and
had rely on low wages to
make their work pay.

Workers are among the
worst paid in Leeds. They
have een trying without
success to negotiate improv-
ements to pay and bonuses
for several months.

- RETREAT ON PAY DEMANDS

(OME /N NUMBER TEN..
YouR Time 1S UF.,

CAPASM
—

Rootes workers
feel the lash

of ‘prod’

deal

Dave McLean

LINWOOD:~ The last two
weeks have shown Rootes
workers in Scotland what

productivity is all about.

The deal accepted last
year gives production workers
£2414s a week under Measur-
ed Day Working, flexihility
and mobility. The bait was
big enough, but now the taste
is sour.

Productivity rose by alm-
ost 50 per cent under the
deal, while the labour force
was expanded by a fifth,
‘More work for more money'
was the call — but now it is
only ‘more work’.

The car storage park at
the back of the plant is full
with some 9000 cars. The old
capitalist crisis of ovemprod-
uction is with us again.

Two weeks ago the manag-
ement tried to ‘solve’ this
problem on the cheap by
provoking a strike of night-
shift workers.

FORCED

They were told they could
not get off permanent night-
shift, and were forced to

a.cr:eel this or strike. They
struck, and vehicle assembly
stopped for & week until the
lt'na?gagement said they would

Last week the management
sent home a press shop
steward who refused to do a
job normally performed by
fork-lift drivers. The men
stayed out for two days,
including May 1si, until the

Biafran unionists
to speak

THREE trade unionists from
the breakaway state of Biafra
will speak on the struggle
against the Nigerian central
government this Friday,May 9.

The meeting, organised by
North London IS brafiches,wil
be held at the Crown and
Sugarloaf, Garlick Hill, EC4,
next to the Beaver Hall,
Nearest tube is Mansion
House. The meeting starts at
8pm.

Engineers school
cancelled

THE IS engineers’ school
due to be held in Coventry
this weekend has had to be
postponed. Revised plans
will be issued as soon as
possible,

management agreed to discus-
sions.

These tactics have allow-
ed the management to halt
production. But even the loss
of 2000 cars was not enough.

Last Friday the manage-
ment announced short-time
working from June 2. All
workiers on Rootes products
will be put on 4-day working
in all the factories in the
combine, and possibly 3%-day
working soon after.

DOCILE

In their internal propagan-
da news sheet, Arrow, the
Rootes bosses make it clear
that their aim is to build a
very high productive cagacity
to take care of sudden booms
in the industry, with a large
docile labour force that can
easily be paid off during
slumps.

Rootes workers must real-
ise that productivity deals
only amggravate the situation
irom the workers’ point of
view, For example, three-
shift working (as in the press
shop at Linwood) means that
the bosses have to introduce
short-time working earlier
than they would otherwise do
in order to curtail the much
higher levels of production,

All flexibility and mobility
arrangements, as well as
MDW, have a similar effect.
The only answer is the
Guaranteed'Week.

This leads to the absolute
necessity for active 'joint
shop stewards committees
inside each factory and for
active combine committees.

GET RID

To win the Guaranteed
Week we must fight not for
the 40 hours, but for the 35-
hour week with no loss in
wages, We keep it by getting
rid of three-shilt working and
MDW.

We win it by joining with
all the other factories in the
combine when the next boom
begins by striking for:

1 The Guaranteed Week.

2 Re-negotiation of all
existing productivity deals.

Full ayment for all
periods in the last 12 months
in which workers were laid
off or on short-time working,

With a strategy of our own,
workers at Rootes will begin
fo stand up against the
bosses and fight instead of
merely being the punchball
which bounces back whenever
;.nd wherever - the bosses

Ebit .

Builders
locked-out

for 7 months

SW Reporter

HOUNSLOW:- 500 building
workers have been locked ouf
of the giant Ivy Bridge site
for seven months since the

main contractor, Turriff,
closed the development in a
dispute over tirade union
rights,

A thousand half-finished
council homes have been
abandoned in an area of
chronic shortage and bad
housing.

The dispute flared when
Tumriff sacked 86 workers in
an attempt to weed out known
stewards and militants. The
firm ignored the findings of
regional and national disputes
commissions which directed
them to reinstate the sacked

men.

Instead, Turriff closed
the whole site and hired
security police and guard
dogs to intimidate the
pickets. Negotiations have
continued in an effort to re-
open the site but the fim has
been adaman! in ils refusal
to re-start work unless it can
first smash union organisat-
ion.

Cheap labour

The plight of thousands of
homeless families and slum
dwellers means nothing to
the hard-faced bosses. Their
only concern is to hire cheap
labour without union rights in
order to boost their profits.

The Ivy Bridge lock-out
committee have stated that
the underlying reason for the
lock-out is Turriff's desire to
extend their contract and win a
further £l m from Hounslow
Council.

When guestions were ask-
ed in the Commons, the
Department of Employment
and Productivity admitted that
Turriff had sought their
advice before closing the site.
The DEP advised the bosses
to throw out the negotiated
site agreements — the action
which led directly to the
ciose down and mass dismiss-
als,

Challenge

The lock-out committee
said this week ‘The trade
union movement must answer
this challenge in the only
language that Turriff under-
stand: by a massive exten-
sion of this dispute to other
sites.

‘We call upon all trade
union members to play their
part in ending the disgrace of
Ivy Bridge and demanding an
official extension of the dis-
pute.’

* Financial assistance is
badly needed. Donations or
information to: Sonny McGow-
an, 6 Nicosia Road, London
SW18.

MAY DAY:

INQUEST

ON THE MARCHES

IT IS UNFORTUNATE that
many of the members of IS
had not read Paul Foot's
article ‘Parliamentary social-
ism Labour’'s road to
disaster on May Day.

‘Even today,” he wrote,
‘after the unimaginable coll-
apse in the last four and a

_years, conventional
‘left-wing’ demonstrations
move,as if pulled by a magnet
to parliament, there to con-
duct ‘a lobby’, and so-called
revolutionaries pin  their
politics to the idiotic slogan:
Make the left MPs fight.’

And this was the decision
of the IS group at Tower Hill
on May Day after the Stalin-
ists had sabotaged the meet-
ing of the Londen Workers
May Day Committee. With the
hongurable exception of
Southampton IS, the great
majority of International
Socialists rejected  their
prior agreement to march
through FEast London to
Victoria Park. They traipsed
off with the ‘phoney left
wingers’ to indulge in futile
lobbying.

Later in the day IS groups

arrived at Victoria Park rather
disillusioned and with the
apology that they had just
gone along to ‘flog lit' and
so forth. Or maybe they had
read your excellent Eage 3
by Paul Foot whilst kicking
their heels waiting for
absentee MPs and trade
union bureaucrats. -M, CALL-
INAN, London W2.
THE EDITOR REPLIES:- The IS
attitude to May Day was this:
when we heard that a second
march of trade unionists was
assembling at Tower Hill we
decided to artempt to call for
one united march of the May Day
Committee and the trade union-
ists, which would march to
Ludgate Circus and then divide
t0 go to parliament and to
Vietoria Park.

The plan was disrupted by the
dishonesty and manoeuvring of
Communist Party spokesmen,who
broke agreements, includi one
to allow Bernadette Devlin to
speak. The sectarianism of the
‘:y Day Committee did not help—
they were opposed to a united
march,

When some 20,000 trade
unionists moved off toward
Earlinmem. the IS members un-
esitatingly decided that we
must go with them. The only way
to shatter workers’ illusions in
parliament is to discuss with
them, not shout sterile nonsense
from the sidelines,

No IS members were apologetic,
least of all the Southampton
branch whe arrived too late for
the main march but fully supp-
orted the decision to join it.Not
gamg sectarians, they and other
IS members joined the May Day
Committee march,

IS industrial workers had, in
any case, to go with the main
march as they were part of their
union or shop stewards' contine
gent.

In the event, very few on the
main march went on to. parliam-
ent., Perhaps the marchers had
also read Paul Foot’s articla|

Ineptitude

THE ACCUSATION of comb-
ining good tQeory with bad
practice must be levelled at
IS as a group in their total
ineptitude in the face of
15,000 militant workers on
May Day in London.

In an excellent article by
the Editorial Board in Social-
ist Worker -we read, ‘on the
road of direct political/ind-
ustrial action workers will

gain, indeed make, a conc-

rete political experience for
themselves. New ideas, new
concepts of struggle will be
thrown up, . . .It is precisely
at this point that revolution-
aries can AND MUST (my
emphasis) indicate their own
conception of the way forward
and their voices will be
respected,’

On May 1st our voices
were not respected because
they were not raised. It is no
use demanding that militants
‘be vigilant .about their
political ideas’ and euphor-
ically stating that we must
‘arouse the rank and file’
and ‘shatter the illusions of
passivity and defeat’ if,when
it comes to the crunch, we
are apprehensive about impl-
ementing our own proposals.

. The workers who struck in
the face of a vicious on-
slaught from the press, the
bosses and the union exec-
utives deserved more than
being told they were on
strike on May Day. They
deserved a political persp-
ective on the future of their
struggle and IS refused to
provide it.

The idea that a vocal IS
platform would have led to
charges of sectarianism only
has relevance if we believe
that it is wrong to put forward
our political position when
no one else is putting theirs.

The people who made the
decision not to use our
platform must bear the res-
ponsibility of IS once again
failing to take full advantage
of an opportunity we helped
to create. - PETER GILPIN,
Essex University,

Misleading

YOUR HEADLINE in last
week's issue is very mislead-
ing: ‘Rootes stewards take
the sting out of MDW deal’.
It implies that the worker can
secure ‘good’ conditions (ie

withoutdthe - # under
Measured Dt

wea oor%ysfﬂm. e
are now worg i ser MDW

which was accepted after a
struggle last year when the
management made the same
so-called ‘concession’, allow-

ing daily totals to be ‘mutual-
ly decided!
But this ‘concession’

changed nothing. The manag-
ement still determined daily
totals — by standing over
workers and forcing them to
work for every minute of the
7 hrs 25 minutes which bel-
ongs to them,

MDW means total control
over the worker by the manag-
ement — inside and outside
the plant. Workers even
receive written warnings
when showing a doctor’s line
for absence. The speed of the
line has risen from 28 to 42
cars an hour since our deal
came into operation. And the
management still has the
power to tell us we'll be on
short-time next month.

MDW in fact doesn’t lose
its sting. It is the sting, and
intensifies with time. We are

now feeling the pinch in
Rootes,  Scotland,  Other
workers facing a similar

deal musn’t kid themselves
that it can be ‘improved’. -
S$.J,, .M., WM., A.R., R.R, ,

Rootes Linwood.

TILBURY:- Docks militant
Terry Barmrett was forcibly
evicted by a police officer

from his union’s local office
on Tuesday after a dispute
with & Transport Workers’
official.

Barrett went to the office
with another TGWU member
John Purdy to ask district
official Mr Freeman if the
union would support the call
for a one-day strike on June
5 against anti-union laws.
Freeman, who is appointed by
the union executive not elec-
ted by the rank and file,
refused to comment,

Barrett then said he would
use the office phone to ring
Transport House and ask if
head office would back the
strike, Freeman refused.
‘This is my office and my
phone,' he declared.

When Barrett pointed out

‘ SW Reporter

that as a TGWU member he
considered i. to be his
office as well and that he

MERSEYSIDE public meeting:
Chris Davison, London Trans-.
port Bus Bhop Steward on Produec-
tivity deals — and how to fight
them. 7.30pm Sunday May 1

Wedding House pub,Highfield St,
off Tithebarn St., Liverpool.

IS EAST ANGLIA REGION day
8chool conference Saturday Ma
17 - day school at the Britis
Lion, Princess St, Ipswich,
Introduction to Marxist Econom-
ies: D. Purdy. Industrial Persp-

ectives: Rosewell. Russia
and State Capitalism: A, Sayers.
IS IN SCOTLAND. Weekend

School: Nationalism and Internat-
ionalism Saturday May 17. 2.80 -
7. Imperialism today and the
crisis of British capitalism intro-

NOTICES

duced by Mike Kidron. Park

Police evict docks
militant from union HQ

had a right to use the phone,
Freeman rang the police,

PC 1356 Lewis of the
Essex constabulary arrived
and evicted Barrett who said
on Tuesday night that he was
considering taking out a
summons against Freeman.

Hotel, Royal Terrace (nr. London
Road Roundabout), Sunday May

18. 8 - 8 Scottish nationalis
vgrsnn socialism? intrcféucad b?

8, | Laurie Flynn. War Memorial Hali,

Westfield Rd, Qorgie

TRIBUNE - the leading socialist
weekly.Absolutely essential read-
ing for every socialist,radicaland
revolutionary, Every Friday from
newsagents or 24 St John St
London EC1.

RELEASE Dave Kitson| March
from g.unkin Colle ei hD:ford on
May 23 stopping at Wycombe
Uxbridge (gng) anrf Chiswick
(26th), Trafalgar Sq rally on
Whit Monday, spkrs will inelude
Bemadette Devlin, MP. Details
from RCKC. Old
Oxford OX3@B2.

Headington,



