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DIRECT ACTION HOUSES HOMELESS FAMILIES

From LIONEL SIMS

ILFORD:- Several

east London borough. A dem-
onstration in solidarity with

one family that had occupied

a house in Cleveland Road
was staged on Sunday by the
London Sauatters’ Campaign.

As the homeless stated

their case to the crowd, a
up that three .

shout went |
spontaneous occupations of

empty houses had iust taken °
place in Oakfield Road, just

round the comer,

A great cheer went up and
the protectors of property, the
police, looked dumbfounded
and ill-at-ease, Campaign
leaders stressed that it is
illegal for the police to evict
sguatters,

The demonstrators rushed
to Oakfield Road and formed
chain gangs to reinforce barr-
icades at the occupied
houses.

Latest score: Squatters 4,
police 0.

empty :
houses have been taken over :
by homeless families in this :

The scene outside the occupied house in Cleveland Road on Sunday

DOCKS: THREAT T0
RIGHT TO STRIKE

LONDON PORT employers
are attempting to take away
from the dockers their fundam-
ental and legal right to with-
draw their labour.

They want & show-down in
order to weed out the milit-
ants as part of their ca.mpalgn
to streamline the docks by
making thousands redundant,
A leading docks militant
explains the background.

By
TERRY BARRETT

TGWU, Tilbury Docks

MR TOMMY CRONIN, a
Transport - Workers Union
docks official,said recently
in the employers’ paper
Port that the union . had
allowed Phase 1 of the
Devlin decasualisation
proposals to be put in
action too quickly.

This attitude was expr-
essed more than two years
ago by the unofficial Liais-
on Committee and other
dock militants.

‘The last 18 months has
been a period of contented
apathy. The limited security
that Devlin gave the dock
labour force has momentarily
blinded the men to what
Phase 2 threaten.

LOSS

In these. 18 months, the
National Docks Register has
been reduced from 61,000 to
56,000, This is a loss of
5000 wage packets and 5000
job opportunities.

According to the Financial
Times, the port employers will
attempt a further reduction in
the next two years of at least
16,000 men.

There are many berths now
which employ 20 men compar-
ed with-200 on conventional
operations. In Tilbury six
new berths now nearing com-
pletion are expected to do
the work previously done by
AR conventional berths.

Fifty-five berths would em-
ploy at least 5000 men. The
employers intend to man the
six berths with a small but

' mobile labour force of betw-

een 250-300 men.

proposed when Phase 2 of
Devlin comes into operation,
that the basic minimum wage
should be £21 5s. plus some
kind of productivity bonus of
approximately 40 per cent.

In return for this wage the
men will be expected to give
u{: all protective practices, to
allow complete mobility” of
labour and for sweeping
changes" in manning scales.
On top of this, there are
proposals for the introduction
of a shift-work system based
on two shifts a day, from Tam
to 2 pm and 2 pm to 9 pm.

In spite of press and telev-
ision propaganda, dockers
must realise that such prop-
osals are anti-social. It
would mean that a man’s
social life is taken from him
every second week.

SUPERIOR

The press often suggests
that the Port of London is
not competitive with Tilbury.
But in a recent issue of the
Port of London Authority
magazine, PLA director
Dudley Petkins stated clearly
that the method of cargo han-
dling in London is in many
instances far superior to the
Dutch port of Rotterdam.

There is no turn round in
Rotterdam that can surpass

any of the mechanised or
aulomated berths of London.

But there is a vast differ-
ence in the conditions and
amenities enjoyed by Dutch
and British dockers.

Dutch dockers do not have
to beg, pray or have a stopp-
age to get a pair of ill-fitting
second-hand, badly-washed
and often torn overalls when
they work on dirty cargoes.

Dutch dockers are issued
with full protective clothing
on each job, plus fooftware.
They have free transport to
and from work.

There is a scheme in Roti-
erdam which provides for
subsidised dockers' housing.
Dutch dockers who are repl-
aced by mechanisation atthe
age of 60 receive 80 per cent
of their average weekly earn-
ings in the dock, ;estimated
over a five year period.

These benefits are conv-
eniently forgotten by British
port employers when compar-
isons are made between Lon-
don and Rotterdam. ;

Dockers must demand the
full social benefits of mech-
anisation. They must think in
terms of a 30-hour week (not
on a piece-work basis), four
weeks’ holiday a year, proper
medical facilities and real

in the Tilbury Europa fo be
shared by 2500 men.

Dockers have seen how
much they have in common
with the employers by their
actions in the Royal group
against men who withdrew
their labour in pursuit of a
better deal

UNITE

‘I'mis is the writing on the
wall for all dockers who can
see what the employers would
do if they ever regain theright
to hire and fire labour, taken
away from them in 1942,

To deal with the arrogance
of the employers, who have
used intimidation to deny men
their lawful right to withdraw
their labour, dockers through-
out the country must unite.

The govermnment plans t{o
nationalise only 30 ports—32
others will be excluded.
Dockers must demand that
all these ports be included
in the plan. :

In the past, official enqu-
iries have agreed with union
officials and militants in
stressing - that all dockers
should be employed by one
employer. Until the govern:
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Ulster: Left
challenge

to Orange
and Green

From SEAN REED

BELFAST:- Peoples Democ-
racy, the militant civil rights
movement, is putting forward
11 candidates in the Northern
crisis election on
February24.

Among constituencies
which they will contest is

where Michael
will oppose both
Prime Minister O'Neill and
the Rev Ian Paisley.

And socialist Eamonn
McCann is standing as a
Northern Ireland Labour Party
candidate in the Foyle cons-
tituency in Derry.

The policies on which the
PD candidates will fight the
election are: -

One man, one vote

The repeal of the Special
Powers and Public Order
Acts

The disbandment of the
armed B-Special police

A points system for hous-
ing and a crash programme of
housebuilding, linked to the
demand t‘hat the Housing
Trust debt to the Central
Bank be cancelled

The direct intervention by

the state in industry

Workers' control in the
factories

The break-up of large
estates (o enable small

farms to form co-operatives.

Highlight

‘“The forthcoming general
election, like all elections in
N. Ireland, is essentially
undemocratic,” says PD in a
statement, ‘This is the main
point which we want to high-
light and change.

The statement stressed
that PD remains a mass mov-
ement and that individuals
within it, if elected, were
committed to the struggle
for civil rights both inside
and outside parliament.

The election has been
presented by the right-wing
press here as a struggle
between ‘moderates’ and
extremist Tory and Unionist
forces.

The people who have
supported PD in their ecivil
rights campaign are comb-
ining to ignore the original
alternative to a tormn an
discredited Tory Unionist
Party and the ‘half-a-loaf’
Green Nationalist Tories,

who are the other side of the

two-tone sectarian coin.
British  socialists and

others who want to help

should contact Alan Morrison
01-969 0915 or PD in Belfast
0232 660861.

Money, election workers,
cars and loudhailers are
needed. Money to: PD, c/o
Belfast Bank, Bradbury Place,
Belfast 9.

The employers have

amenities—not the 12 showers

Franco lashes out at

From P, LIZARRALDE
ON JANUARY 24 the Spanish
government declared a state
of emergency under which
civil rights were suspended.
Thousands of people have
been arrested or deported to
other parts of the country.

The immediate reason for
the emergency is obscure,
Admiral Carrero Blanco,
Franco’s Vice-president, has
claimed that there was grave
danger from the revolutionary
students and the illegal trade
union organisation. the work-
ers' commission.

But the reasons are not
convineing. The student
movement and the workers’
commissions are a threat to
the regime but there has been
no recent dramatic increase
in their activities orinfluence.

A number of strikes comb-
ining industrial and political
demands have taken place in
Barcelona and the Basque

country, but they have been &
reaction to the state of emer-
gency, not a cause.

The Communist Party,split
over Czechoslovakia, is in
no state to present a chall-
enge to the regime.

Rumours

Rumours multiply, helped
by the fact that the press and
radio carry little home news.
One rumour says there was an
attempted military coup in
favour of the Carlist claimant
to the throne, another that’
Franco was about to ann-
ounce the restoration of the
monarchy.

The emergency expresses
the internal crisis of Franco's
regime, which is a suspicious
coalition of interests ranging
from corporate-state financiers
to technocrats and pro-Com-
mon Marketeers.

When the future of Fran-
coism seems in doubt, the

unity of these forces cracks.

‘This is shown most clearly
by the attitude of the church,
one of the chief pillars of
the regime since the 1930s.
A number of priests have
been arrested under the state
of emergency, mainly those
working in the shanty towns
around Madrid and Barcelona.

Monseigneur Morcillo, the
reactionary Archbishop of
Madrid has refused to inter-
vene on their behalf. But
rumours say the Vatican has
‘suggested’ to the Archbishop
that he renounces either his
post or his seat in parliament.
The Vatican seems to doubt
whether it would be wise to
continue to give. Franco unc-
ritieal support.

The position of the univ-
ersities is extremely impor-
tant. They are the only places
where any kind of socialist
debate takes place.

The government, alarmed

Left

at the prospect of revolution
ary students making contact
with workers, has announced
university reform. Admiral
Carrero Blanco has made &
speech remarkably similar
in tone to the one made by
Edward Short, Britain’s Bec-
retary of Education, appeal-
ing to moderates and threat-
ening the revolutionaries.

The Admiral’s fears may
be premature. Thirty years
of repression have left the
marxist forces very weak.

Develop

They do not at present
pose an immediate challenge
to the regime.

But although the emerg-
ency was caused by the in-
temnal crisis of the regime, it
might lead to a revolutionary
situation developing very

d|will be a special pre-strike

MAKE

FEB 27 A
RED LETTER
DAY

MORE AND MORE sections
of the labour movement are
rallying to the Scots miners’
call for one-day strike on
February 27 against govern-
ment plans to hammer the
trade unions.

The freeze and sgqueeze
Labour government wants to
strip rank and file militants
in industry of their power and
give more authority to safe
and reliable full-time officials.
The demands for cooling-off

periods, national  ballots
before major strikes and
power to force unions to

register their rules—if suit-
able—are dangerous inroads
into the hard-won rights ot
organised workers.

The plans have to be
fought by mobilising mass
opposition to them. February
27 is a good start, but it must
be seen as the beginning, not
the end of the campaign.

CRISIS:

If the White Paper becomes
law it will open the door for
future governments, Labour or
Tory, to mount greater offen-
sives against the ftrade un-
ions as part of the drive to
make workers pay for the
crisis of British capitalism.
As well as a strike,
February 27 will see a lobby
of the conference of TUC
executives in Croydon, meet-
ing to discuss the White.
Paper on trade union law. :
Support this week for the
strike and lobby has come
from:- \
~ Radio Times Park Royal
SOGAT Machine Chapel; Branch
committee of SOGAT London
Central Branch; Horseferry Road
(London) site electricians; QEC
shop stewards, representing 27
of the 4R faptories in the mon-
opoly; paintera, craftsmen and
electricians at Qovan division
of Upper Clyde Shipbuilders;
Midlands district committee AEF.
Shell site workers near Manchester.

BANNERS

Socialist Worker urges all
its readers and supporters to
wholeheartedly support the
strike and to move resolut-
ions calling for strike action
in their trade union branches,
factory 2ommittees, and other
places of work. A

Socialists™ active in ten-
ants work, industry and youth
should seek support for the
Croydon lobby, Thousands of
union and socialist organis-
ation banners are needed
there to ram home the oppos-
ition of the rank and file fo
the government’s plans

Lealflets (£1 a 1000) are
now available from Socialist
Worker calling for support for
the strike and outlining the
politics of the government’s
attack and how workers should
fight back.

Next week Socialist Worker

issue with important articles
on the White Paper, product-
ivity deals and how fo fight
them and the industrial role
of the Communist Party.

Socialist Worker is a vital
weapon in the campaign.Order
extra copies of next week’s
issue NOW-plus thousandsof
our special leaflet. :

Ring your orders (o Jim
Nichol, 01-808 4847.

ALL OUT ON FEBRUARY 27!

Jeers greet Benn
CLYDEBANK:~ 15,000 work-
ers booed and jeered Minister
of Technology Anthony Wedg-
wood Benn on- Wednesday
when he visited John Brown's
shipyard to inspect the turb-
ines of the QE2.

" The workers lined the
streets as Benn drove to the
yard. They were protesting at
plans to shut down a number
of factories in the area which
would cause heavy redundan-
cy. "t was the largest and
militant demonstration seen
on Clydebank for many years.

Sithole: savage sentence

THE SAVAGE six-year jail
sentence in Salisbury on
Wednesday of nationalist

leader Sithole spotlights not
only the thuggish nature of

the Smith regime but the hyp-
ocrisy of the Labour govem-
ment. Wilson promised speedy
action to crush the ‘rebellion’
of the white settlers but
nothing has been done. Mean-
while thousands of Africans

quickly.

languish in jail or under
detention.



Drugs: the giant

firms are hooked
on bigger profits

WHAT DO YOU THINK of
when you see the word
‘drugs’?

Dimly-lit dens full of
pot-smoking students?
Shifty-eyed men in . dirty
brown macs and pale-blue
shirts pushing pills in
coffee bars?

Or millions of pounds in
profits bursting the wallets
of Glaxo share-holders?0Or
the millions more wasted
on advertising laxatives
and indigestion remedies?

ROCKETED

In 1964, the year the
the Labour governmenit came
to power, total sales of
Beechams—makers of the

famous powders—were £61.09

million. By 1968 they had
rocketed to £115.5m.

Profits in 1964 were
£9,289,000. In 1968  they

were £20,600,000.

In 1968 Boots profils were
£16,813,382, an increase of
13 per cent on the previous

year.

In 1961, the Ministry of
Health spent £7m on tetracyc-
line (an antibiotic) at a cost
of £60 per 1000 tablets from
Pfizer, an American firm. In
the same year DDSA Phamac-

euticals began marketing
tetracycline al a mere £6 10s.
per 1000.

If this selling price repr-
esented a profitable deal to
DDSA it is not unreasonable:
to suggest that of the 1961
figure of £7m, more than £5m
represented clear surplus
profit to Pfizer and the other
American companies market-

CALLAGHAN
Hits the pedd.ers,
ignores the proifileers

ing teiracycline here.

‘As in other industries,ou:
driving force is profils', said
John T.Connor, the president
of an American drug firm. He
was later made Secrelary of
Commerce by President John~
s0n.

It would take two rail-road
mail cars, 110 large mail
trucks and 800 postmen to
deliver the daily load of drug
circulars and parcels to
doctors if they were maile:! to
a single city in America. ¥
they were dumped in a pile
and burned the blaze would
be seen for 50 miles.

Taking the entire US drug
industry into account, it is
estimated that advertising
expenses_were running at
around $750m in 1958. The
total amount available for all
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the medical schools in the
United Stales in 1957 for
their educational programmes
was only $200m. )

The amount of money spent
on boosting sales by high-
powered adverlising techniqu-
es in Britain is alsocolossal-
£6m in the first six months of
1964. £726,000 was spent in
three months advertising pain-
killers and laxatives on telev-
ision and in the press.

When a member of the Com-
mittee of Public Accounts
urged that .the Ministry of
Health should put pressure on
the drugs industry to reduce
advertising costs, Sir Bruce
Fraser for the Ministry said
that this was not the Minis-
try’s function—‘I cannot see
them taking it on.’

This is only to be expec-
‘e2d, The government isn't
bothered by the vasl profils
raked in by the drug firms. Its
only concern is to run the
capitalist economy efficien-
tly and to settle the balance
of payments problem.

Thatl’s why prescription
charges were reintroduced
lasl year as a gesture lo
restore confidence in the
inlernational fraternity of
bankers.

IRRELEVANT

In faci, the balance of
payments problem could have
been helped to the tune of
£25m or so by nalionalising
the drug industry, for that is
the sum returmned in profitsty
foreign-owned drugs firms.

Smiling Jim Callaghan’s
proposed legislation to curt-
ail illicit traffickingindrugs—
and to increase the penaliies
for offences concerning drug-
taking—is entirely irrelevant
to the needs of the present
pill-swallowing sociely.

As _a writer ip_ the book
The Worl‘é in {198 says,
‘Intelleclual, technical, ind-
usirial or administrative
activity associaled with
health problems—in which
drugs and medicine play a
significant role—will take an
ever increasing parl ol every
nation’s income ...An end-
lessly inlricale and costly
administrative network, in
which the patient will lose
human individualily and the
medical man his spiritual
interest, must be foreseen.’

The possibility of a sol-
ution to the problem under
class societly is remote. Only
a Lhoroughgoing smashing of
present class society and the
establishment of a new soc-
ialist society, in which health
will be regarded as a right
and not a privilege, will
provide the real solution.

JACK

SUTTON
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SOCIALIST WORKER is the paper
of International Socialism, @ move-
ment of revolutionary socialists
who believe that the present form
of society, with its blatant in-
equalities, its periodic crises,
wars and racialist hysteria must
be replaced by cne based on a
planned economy under full
workers' control; those who pro-
duce the wealth should own and
control the means of production.
International Socialism is opposed
to any incomes policy that seeks
to restrict the wages of the workers
in order 1o boost the profits of the
employers. We uncenditionally
support all shop stewards and
rank and file trade union members
in their struggles for petter wages
and conditions and oppose all re-
actionary laws that threaten the
liberties of the labour movement,
We support all strikes in defence
f workers' interests with the ce-

o1

€1

fluence by linking 'up on anp in-
dustrial and ultimately a national
basis.

We are opposed to racial discrimi-
nation, a weapon used by the
ruling class to'divide the labour
movement. Immigration control
must be ended, ensuring the free
movement of peoples regardless
of race and colour. Black and
whiie workers must unite and form
their cwn defence organisations
to fight fascism and racialism,

The labour movement must de-
mand the immediate recall of
British troops from abroad as lthe

first step towards ending colonial

THE ATTEMPTS by mil-
itants to stop Enoch Pow-
ell, Patrick Wall and other
prominent racialists from
speaking at universities,
even when they are speak-
ing on subjects other than
race and immigration, has
given rise to a let of con-
fusion among people who
have no sympathy with
Powell’s policies.

‘We don't agree with
what he says, but he has
the right to say it' is the
natural reaction.

When the average worker
sees siudenis using direct
action to preserve and extend
their own freedom against
university aulhorities and
then using the same methods
to deny freedom of speech to
people they dislike, it is
not surprising if he draws
the conclusion that all they
really want is a punch up,
and that they should stop
wasting the taxpayers' money.
Freedom of speech is an

abslract principle which, like

‘freedom’ itself, looks fine at
first glance, 99.9 per cent of
people,anywhere in the world,
would be in favour of ‘freed-
om' in an opinion poll survey.

Tiny minority

Until of course you start
to put some [lesh on the bare
bones of this principle by
asking ‘freedom for whom?’ or
‘freedom Lo do what?’

We live 1n a counlry where
the land, factories, banks,
newspapers, etc are owned
and controlled by a tiny min-
ority of the population.

Thanks Lo this weallh,the

ruling class can marshal all
the resources of the state for
the defence of its interests.

in the front rank of the
army of capital are the mind-
benders, newspapers, TV and
radio, resting on years of
brainwashing from the educ-
ation system.

By these means the vast
majority are taught to accept
the rule of a parasitic ruling
class as being the natural
order of things, and where

THE CITY OF GENEVA in
Switzeriand is we!ll known
the

to trade unionists as
headquarters of several
trade union internationals
and as the home of the
International Labour Org-
anisation.

The ILO represents the
governments, mployers

and unions of many coun-
tries. Its aim is the impr-
ovement of workers’ cond-
itions all over the world.

The ILO is situated in a
large villa, surrounded by a
park, on the shores of the
Lake of Geneva. Here several
hundred bureaucrats work in
blissful isolation: their well-
being is ensured by high
salaries (free of lax), special
allowances for the education
of their children, subsidised
canteens, lax-free cars and
SO on.

Wooden huts

Bul what of the workers
whose welfare the ILO is
supposed lo work for? One
might expect thal in Geneva,
at least, bad condilions
would not be toleraled.

And yet, leave Lhe lake
and the villas, the new high
rent appartments in the sub-
urbs, the expensive shops of
the {own centre, and you can
find condilions far removed

from the ideology of modern
capitalism.
Near the - factories and

railway sidings of the indus-
trial area, surrounded by mud,
are the wooden huts occupied
by the immigrant workers.

A Llypical group of such
huts has been put up by a
building firm ‘o house two or
three hundred of its Italian
and Spanish workers. Three
or four men live in each room,
about 12 feel square.

There is no room for a bed
for each man, and mallresses
have to be rolled out on the
floor a! night. All cooking
has 'o be done in the rooms,
on wo-burner Calor gas
5.0VeSs.

Ileating is by Calor gas
too, but is guile inadegquate
‘o7 the co.d sutumn and winier,

which 'he thin wooden wails

this psychological control
breaks down the police, the
legal system and the army
are ready to maintain their
‘law' and their ‘order’.

But no society can surv-
vive for long on the basis of
force alone. A ruling class
can only feel secure when
people feel ‘free {o do what
they must'.

The harsh realities of
power relations are therefore
obscured in a fog of abstract
ideals such as ‘freedom’,
‘democracy’, ‘justice’.

Powell virus

Behind the empty formula
of freedom of speech lies the
reality of the control of the
mass media by a handful of
men.

When Powell gives his
opin bns on black people, his
words go inlo millions of
homes, and therefore carry
considerable influence. Every
virus depends on a carrier,

cannot keep at bay. The walls
are damp and dingy and the
meén’s clothes are covered in
mould.

- The workers complain of
illnesses caused by the bad
conditions: flu, colds, rheum-
alism. Such housing can lead
to much worse things: tuberc-
ulosis or bronchitis.

For the privilege of living
in such conditions, each
foreign worker pays the emp-
loyer 65 Swiss Francs per
month for each tiny room.

Heaters banned

If the workers use more
than one container of gas for
heating and cooking, they
have to buy more themselves.
Electric heaters are forbidden,
they use too much current.

In some of the rooms, the
windows do not close prop-
erly, Sanitary facilities are
also inadequate.

No wonder that the empl-
oyers have taken the prec-
aution of surrounding the huts
with signs saying: ‘PRIVATE,
KEEP OUT, NO ENTRY FOR
UNAUTHORISED PERSONS’.

Those responsible for
inspecting foreign workers’
accommodation ceriainly seem
to have obeyed the signs. So
have Lhe trade union officials.

The workers living inthese

FREE SPEEC

‘When Powell givés his opinions on black pe:
against him, but there is no comparison be

and the virus of Powellism
is no exception.

Of course we are free to
sltand on the street corner and
speak against him. But there

is no comparison between the,

freedom of speech enjoyed by
Powell and the freedom avail-
able to his opponents.

The publicity Powell
receives has nothing to do
with the originality of his
ideas, and he knows it.

On the Frost programme he
defined himself as a ‘safety
valve' and as the traditional
safety valve of the system—
the Labour Party—is other-
wise engaged,the ruling class
is badly in need of an
alternative to see them
through their present sticky
pateh.

As the crisis develops,
other countries throw up
similar creatures—Paisley in
Ulster, and George Wallace in
the US for example.

All rely on the time-worn

prescription of dividing the

Under the noses of union bureaucrats, nearly

Behind Geneva's
the terrible pligh

of second-class

by STEPHEN CAS

huis are so-called ‘seasonal
workers'., They are engaged
for about nine months each
year to work as labourers on
building sites.

This means in theory that
the employer does not have
to pay them in the winter when
weather conditions stop work.
The foreign workers are sent
home—usually from mid-
December to early March. In
practice, however, the labour
shortage is so bad that emp-
loyers prefer to keep working
right Through the winter. The
Italians and Spaniards are
only sent away for a few
weeks at Christmas.

This keeps them in the
legal position of seasonal
workers: they are not allowed
lo bring their families with
them, they have no political
rights and very little security
of employment.

A man has to work five
‘seasons' before he can hope
to get a year-round labour
permil, and even then his
rights are extremely limited,

There are nearly three-
quariers of a million foreign
workers in Switzerland. They
make up about a third of the
labour lorce,

by

working class
if the white
fooled into b
rants and stul
ship going off]
they’re unlikel
is actually doin

The oppos
new wave of
assumed man
Oxford there ¥
4000 against P
Day, which gol
in the corners
press.

Race h

The usual
worthies, lefi
and even one
leaders

past year there|

The overwhe
of them are ung
workers. Most
Southern Italy o
there are a few
Algeria and ot

They leave
because there
them there. Son
and Porlugal)
refugees.

They are ab
comparatively
levels prevaili
erland, where
illed worker m
per week.

Save ma

ut tney =S
this is less
The cost ofh_

igh—eyen ig
P

They frequd
family t{o sup
and they want
to buy a farm,
machinery, or
children to
school.

The foreign
one third or ha
home. They are
in poverly, anf




against itself:
orkers can be
aming immig-
fients for the
course, then
£o notice who
g the steering.
tion to this
racialism has
f forms. In
2s a march of
well last May
tucked away
the national

ate

parade of
iPs, bishops
or two frade
have also
And in the
has no doubt

k.

been a considerable outputof
resolutions, silent vigils and
prayer directed against
Powell's version of race
hate.

All to no avail.

The burden

The paralysis of the offic-
ial organisations of the
labour movement in the face
of Powell's provocative
attempt to mobilise working-
class support around the
right wing of the Tory Party
has thrown the burden of
resistance largely onto the
student movement.

The task is clear—to mob-
ilise the forces of the Left to
rouse the workers fo the
danger that Powell represents-
but the resources are pitifully
small.
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much overtime as possible.

Foreign workers tend to be
completely isolated from the
Swiss. Their housing is cut
off and their poverty prevents
them from taking part in spare-
time activities.

Some of them eventually do
get a permit to bring their
families, but this is very
difficult because of the high
rents and the refusal of many
landlords to rent fo foreigners.

Hardest jobs

The Swiss trade unions
have followed a rather undec-
ided policy towards the
foreigners. On the one hand
they feared that foreign labour
would keep wages down. On
the other, they realised that
Swiss workers were achieving
promotion through the creation
of a foreign ‘sub-proletariat’.

The foreigners do the least-
pleasant, hardest, dirtiest and
worst paid jobs. The labour
force in some industries,such
as building and textiles, is
now almost entirely foreign.

Hardly any Swiss are in
the lowest grades any more
except for old workers, whose
retraining would not be profit-
able for the bosses.

Few foreigners get further
than being semi-skilled. The
unions have supported the

It is not a debate taking
place in which we swap
arguments and discuss who
gets the most press space,
Powell is mobilising a mass
movement and we have tlo
mobilise against him using
all the means at our disposal.

Militants in the univers-
ities are aware of their
isolation from the working
class, especially on the issue
of racialism, but the student
movemenl will only be signif-
icant fo the extent that it can
fertilise the workers’ move-
ment,

Already it is evidenl that
the defiant spirit of student
actions over a variety of
issues is slarting to attract
support from young workers,
but this is only a beginning.

A deadly struggle for the
mind of the working class is
now under way. Ultimately
what is at stake is socialism
or barbarism, and as the
struggle deepens the ruling

class will have no hesifation
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government's policy of limit-

ation of immigration since
1964, and have done little to
combat nationalistic groups
who exploit and encourage
prejudice against foreign
workers. Few foreign workers
join the unions, which they
accuse of doing nothing for
them.

In any case, the policy of
social partnership followed
by the Swiss unions (there
has been no major strike since
1936) is little to the taste of
the militant Italian and
Spanish workers.

There is no doubt that the
exploitation of the foreign
workers leads to the devel-
opment of class conscious-
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bple his words go into millions of homes...we are free to speak
een the freedom enjoyed by Powell and his opponents’

DAVE PEERS

in removing any of the tradit-
ional ‘freedoms’ of parliam-
entary democracy if they
become obstacles in its

path.
The limited freedoms

enjoyed by the working class

and the opponents of the
system are certainly in
danger. While Powell the

‘safety valve' poses as the
champion of freedom, the
state apparatus of the capit-
alist system he supports
grows more and more repres-
sive.

Urgent task

The right to slrike is now
under attack and the legal
penalties for polilical protest
become increasingly severe.

It is an urgent task for the
revolutionary ‘movement to
cul through this smokescreen
of deceil and reveal the ugly
reality of a decaying social
system, in which Wilson and
Powell are two sides of the
same coin. :

"a million wrkers live in Shocking conditions

glitter

P ey

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE,

1ILO:

Several hundred
bureaucrals
working in
splendid
isolation

ness, which is reflected in
the growth of broadly based
democratic organisations,like
the Colonia Libera of the
Italians. Apart from political
action, there are self-help
bodies like the Workers'
University in Geneva.

Fear militancy

The restrictionist policy
followed by the Swiss ruling
class despite the economic
advantages of immigration, is
certainly due in part to fear
of the rebirth of working-class
militancy in Switzerland
through the foreign workers.

Let us hope that theirfears
are justified.

POWELL
—THE VOICE
OF PROGRESS

‘When 1 see a rich man [
give thanks to God’
(Sun 26.2.65)

‘The council house system
is immoral and socially
damaging’ (Daily Telegraph
23.11.59

‘Shortage and squalor in
housing are due Lo the two
great evils: rent control and
subsidy’ (Times 29.11.68)

‘Aid to underdeveloped
countries is both futile and
harmful’ (Times 13.12.64)

The decision in 1965 not to
allow an increase in the
price of bread was ‘the
popular measure ol a
tyranny' and ‘of evil cons-
equences’ (Times 26.9.65)

The govemment's ban on the
sale of certain tins of corned
beel after the typhoid
epidemic was ‘a particalarly
atrocious example of lawless
action by the govemment'
(Observer 2.1.66)

‘Work spreading, profit-hating
almost Luddite attitude of
British trade unionists’
(Financial Times 4.3.68)

‘Why should any social
service be provided without
a test ol need?’ (Tory
pamphlet 1952)

‘Our purpose cannol be less
than to converl Lo privale
industry that great block of
British industry ... there is
nothing impracticable about
denationalising our nation-
alised industries. All ol
them.” (Times 13.9.68)

Powell is an ardent church-
goer, The original Enoch was
the son of Cain who ‘rose up
against his brother and slew
him’ (Genesis 5.8.)

Facts from Labour

The Red Peril
shakes Chalky

and the

A SPECTRE
Ilford .

On Friday morning and
evening a group of revol-
utionary socialists gave
out leaflets at local gram-
mar schools, much to the
consternation of teachers
and headmasters.

Such is the power of
the revolutionary printed
word that within minutes
sqguad cars were zooming
round to Beal Grammar to
rid the area of the ‘red
peril’.

In the course of their
duty, police officers leamnt
not only the names of the
‘offenders’ but that there
had been a police strike
and demonstration in 1919.

is haunting

Why not emulate their
brave forefathers? they
were asked.

Police officers were

seen to leave the scene of
the crime with furrowed
brows and vague promises
to visit the history section
of their local library.

Clamouring

Meanwhile, at Wanstead
Grammar School, a pale-
faced teacher, alarmed by

the way in which his
pupils were clamouring,
fighting and queueing up
for revolutionary literat-
ure, asked the ‘conspir-
ators' if they had perm-
ission from the headmaster
to distribute leaflets.

Fuzz

ies replied in the negative
and thrust dozens of leaf-
lets about Ireland and
LSE into his trembling
hand, he accelerated imm-
ediately into top gear and
disappeared down the
high road.

Spreading

But that's not the end.
The virus of socialism
was spreading.

At Ilford County High,
International Socialists
were actually greeted at
the gates of the school by
the headmaster himself,
who paternally asked them
who the were.

He retreated, shocked
and stunned, when the ‘red
perils’ asked him who HE
we . and accused him of
trying to opt out of his
duties as headmaster,
since was five past
nine.

The revolutionaries ret-
ired to their secret dug-out,
well satisfied. After all,
we've put up with capit-
alist education for three
centuries and just look
at what one day of OUR
education does.

KATHY
SIMS

it
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Teachers demand strike action

By DUNCAN HALLAS

President Wandsworth Teachers’ Association

ON SATURDAY (February 15) the National Union of
Teachers is holding a special conference in London
to decide on acceptance or rejection of the employers’
final pay offer. The executive, split by 28 votes to 10,
is recommending acceptance.

Teachers are legally bcuad by the Teachers Rem-
uneration Act to compulsory arbitration unless a

settlement is reached.

300 say

‘Hands off
our laundries’

By CHRISTINE PROTZ
Chairman, Laundries
Action Commitiee

THE PLAN to shut down two
municipal laundries in Tott
enham, North London, is only
part of the Haringey Tory
Council’s active policy to
close or restrict many of the
social services enjoyed for
years by the community.

~ The services include a
municipal restaurant (a non-
profit making venture which
can provide cheap meals for
workers and pensioners) andl
an open-air swimming pool.

Three hundred housewives
turned out to a public meeting
last week to demand that the
laundries remain open &s &
public service, desperately
needed in an area of young
families and council and
private flats.

The meeting unanimously
agreed to organise a mass
petition, to march through
the streets on a Saturday, and
to stage a mass lobby of the
next council meeting, comp-
lete with dirty washing, for
g ‘wash in with the wash-
outs’.

The local trades council
has pledged its support for
the campaign.

Tiny amount

The vouncil claims that
the laundries are losing too
much meney, but the sum—
£11,000—represents a tiny
amount - on the rates and is
mainly composed of repay-
ment (plus interest) of lo_ng—
term loans taken out fo mod-
emise the laundries. ~

The issue is clearly not
one of economics, but simply
that the Tories' main concern
is  to close down . social
services run on a profitless
basis by the community when
these services stand in com-
petition with private enterprise.

The council tells the Tot-
tenham housewives fto use
the commercial laundrettes,
but apart from the fact that
the municipal ones give a far
better service, we want to
know why we should have to
contribute to the profits of
commercial laundrettes when
we already have provision for
a community service, only
slightly financed by the
rates we pay.

The Tory Wandsworth
Council in South London
plans to close a modem
children’s library and recreat-
ional centre in the Nine Elms
area because it is ‘losing’
money.

Docks

from page one

ment agrees to this demand.
dockers should refuse to work
Phase 2 of Devlin.

But while complete nation-
alisation would go some way
to helping dockers to unite
under one employer and -to
have equal conditions, it will
still leave many problems
unsolved unless it is founded
on the principle of workers'’
control.

Our slogan for the future
must be: NATIONALISATION
OF ALL PORTS UNDER
DOCK WORKERS' CONTROL.

HEALY-CLIFF debate:

new venue

DEBATE between Gerry
Healy (SLL) and Tony CIliff
1S) planned for LSE this
Thursday (February 13) has
been moved to University of
London Union, Malet Street,
WwC1 starting at 7.30.

None of the opponents
of acceptance have any

faith in arbitration.

= They want strike action to
force the govemment to make
a bigger offer together with a
refusal by the union to part-
icipate in any arbitration
farce.

Many . workers probably
think that teachers are pretty:
well-off. Some are, but the
ordinary teacher on the basic
scale gets £15 7s 8d a week
minimum, rising to £28 15s a
week maximum after 14 years’
continuous service. London
teachers get £1 125 8d extra.
The employers are oifer-
ing an increase of 7.5 per
cent on the minimum and 6.6
per cent on the maximum.This
may not seem too bad, but it
is the first increase for two.
years and it has to last until
1971.

Just to get back in real
terms to the position of two
years ago, we need, on the
govemment’'s own cost of
living statistics,an increase
of not less than 9 per cent.
What we face, therefore, is &
cut in real wages,

ILLUSIONS

The NUT is traditionally
non-militant. This is because
of the illusion cherished by
many teachers that they are
professional and middle-class,
and also because the union
at national level is dominated
by head teachers (that is,
administrators) who are
themselves quite well-paid.

All this is beginning to
change.In the last few months
there has been a remarkable
growth in militancy both on
the salaries question and on
the issue of more democracy
in schools for both staff and
pupils. ’

Whether enough steam has
been developed to force the
union into a head-on conflict
with the government remains
to be seen.

REJECT

One encouraging sign is
the decision of the Inner
London Teachers’ Associat-
ion fo contact every assoc-
iation in the country calling
for rejection of the pay offer
amd for a ~pre-conference
meeting for delegates (o
organise opposition to the
executive’'s motion.

The ILTA is not noted as
a particularly radical body
and its action reflects the
profound discontent among
London teachers,

A mass demonstiration
outside the conference has
been called by the Greater
London Ad Hoc Salaries
Campaign Committee, an un-
official grouping of mainly
young teachers in London. A
leaflet setting out the case
for militant action has been-
printed.

SUPPORT

The aim is to get it to
every conference delegate.
The conference starts at 9am
Saturday morning at Central
Hall, Westminster ang maxim-
um support is needed from
8am onwards for the demon-
stration and leafletting.

Whatever the ouicome on
Saturday, Left-wing teachers
need to organise nationally
for the struggles to come.The
future Labour offers us is one
of education cuts, overcrow-
ded classes, poor pay and
worsening conditions.

Wwe need to transform the
NUT into a democratic and
militant organisation to def-
end the interests of teachers
and children alike.

A broadly-based grouping
around the unofficial paper
Rank and File has made a
start in this direction. The
paper fights to democratise
the union and the schools,
for militant action on pay
and conditions and for the
need for freedom in education
* The urgent need is to
develop local groups in all
main centres to work system-

atically towards these goals.

LSE:
THE FIGHT

GOES ON

By MARTIN SHAW

THE GOVERNORS of the
London School of Economics
have announced that the
college is to reopen on Febr-
uary 19

French call
to unite

I. ft f ‘Alterations’ are to be
e Orces made to the steel gates which

were the immediate issue of
PARIS:- 4500 people attended| conflict when the school
a meeting on January 31|was closed, Disciplinary

called by two revolutionary|action against a wider group
papers, Rouge and Lutte of students which was expec-
Ouvriere. It was the first of a|ted, was not announced.
series to discuss the format-| These decisions represent
ion of a revolutionary party. |real gains for the students.
The meeting was at the|Following the massive unity
Palais de Mutualite and the|which was shown at the Union
audience overflowed into the|meeting on Februar a1
corridors and the street, It|was inevitable that the other
was held under the ‘honorary side would start to have mis-
presidency’ of the two jailed givings.
Polish revolutionaries, Jacek The press, as I reported
Kurpn and Karol Modzelewski, | last week, started the slide.

Thte% “f;ix utca?fmic issltm,t'{
voted agains e origina
_P"We.d plan of the Governors and

A Lutte Ouyvriere spokes-|their own General Purposes
man said the aim of the meet-| Committee to keep the school

Plessey

From DAVE BRIDGE

TWENTY-FIVE sheet metal
workers at Plessey Radar,
Addlestone in Surrey were
sacked on February 5 for
refusing to work a bonus

scheme.
- The men, who have the
support of the branch and

district offices of their union,
the Sheet Metal Workers,
regard the action by the
bosses as a lock-out. It is
also an attempt to smash a
militant shop which has given
a lead to other less well-org-
anised parts of the factory
since it opened two years ago.

The bonus scheme has
been a continuous source of
grievance since il was introd-
nced when the factory opened.
The men have no control over
raising the rates, and it has

Lock-out at

reject bonus

ing was °‘to work towards|closed until March 10 while
joining in a united political|proceeding with disciplinary
force all those Trotskyist,|action. f
|Maoist and anarchist revolut- -

ionaries Wwho dprolved their Detemlllled

common ground last May'| Now wne Uovernors have
duringl the revolutionary up-|themselves, aﬁer If'iv'e ays
heaval. of meetings, goife back on

He added: ‘Only such a|this decision.
force could offer real support Even the backing of the
to the many thousands of| Secretary for Education does
worker-militants now scattered| not make the authorities all-
and isolated and feeling|powerful when faced with the
helpless in the face of the|determination of the students
Communist Party union bur-|to fight for their demands.
eaucratic machine. a But the struggle is not

‘1t was from these militant] over. This Saturgn the first
workers that the backbone of|of three lecturers facing dis-
a new party would be built to|ciplinary action comes gefcre
ensure that future May Days|a tribunal.
would not be defeated.’ Next Tuesday, 36 students

arrested on January 24 will
1
Workers

as men

appear in court. LSE dons
are expected to give evidence

il s g their against the two students
standard of living. = : AL
When the men invoked their 'ggfgeg. s g

right under a national agree-
ment to return to a day rate,
they were instantly dismissed.

- -
sit-in beats
While they were actually
prekis tier sclorcs el the DOSSES

uals into re-employment On| gocialist Worker Reporter
their terms. This ﬁns made YORK:- 2,100 workers at

the men more determined to Ammstrong  Patents factory

ggnd‘;ifo‘gsf’“” on their OwWnl . uimed to work on Monday

And the injunctions against
13 students remain, while the
Governors threaten that at the
conclusion of legal proceed-
ings, 'apliropnate disciplinary
action will be taken'.

Greater threat

The postponement
contain a greater threat if it

may

; after a fortnight’s strike :
Leading local militants s i means that action will be
have been assisting the aiﬁ‘;“ma‘i:igg a sit-in at e | taken against students out of

term or during exams when it
is difficult to fight.

1f the gates are restored
and the provision for staff
informing on students remains,
they will not be tolerated.

Plessey workers on thel ment’s interpretation of &
picket line, and support is|pational engineering award,
coming from all over the| The bosses claimed that
country. no increase was payable at

Messages of support and Armstrong under the award,

financial = contributions _ to|since various extras (bonus,
) le 50 moumside Rd.|merit money, productivity |y, b8 ot ey g
Addlestone, Weybridge,Surrey.|award) already raised eam-|iop o potion, LSE will be

MIDLANDS

Socialist Worker Reporter
BIRMINGHAM:- A number of
locel organisations that co-
operated in last October’s
Vietnam demonstration rec-
ently came together to discuss
the question of the militant
Left working more closely
together in the area.

The result of the meeting
was the setting up of a united
front body called Militant
Action. It will attempt to co-
ordinate activities of milit-
ants around specific issues.

Militant Action’s political
programme is:-

1. for = society based on
workers’ power
2. support for genuine nat-
ional liberation movements
3. opposition to racialism
and to any form of immigration
control
4. support for the revolution-
ary student movement

The creation of this united
front, linking such groups as

TO FIGHT RACIALISM

ings above the new national
minimum. -

The workers insisted that
all ‘extras’ should be cons-
idered to function in addilion
Lo any minimum rate—and won
their case by staying out
solidly.National negotiations,
hastily summoned by the
employers, conceded the
workers’ case as the factory
remained at a standstill.

The nationally agreed min-
imum with its increase, now
forms lhe ‘floor’ of the Amm-
strong pay-packet, on top of
which locally-won extras will
be added.

closed again. It may be that
the present reopening is
largely & tactical retreat-a
trap in which to catch the
militants against whom the
authorities feel they have
insufficient evidence to take
disciplinary action.

Campaign

LSE students are preparing
for a long and arduous fight,
and will need to mobilise
further support outside the
college. They must carry on
their campaign for trade union
support to black LSE while
{o | their demands are not met,
starting from the threat of the
LLSE branch of ASTMS fo
strike if the school is reopen-
ed under unsatisfactory cond-
itions.

Students in other colleges
must continue to watch LSE
for the moments when support
will be needed. LSE remains
a crucial test for the whole
student movement. Tuesday’'s
gains do not mean that the
battle is won.

Pickets: Church House,Deans
Yard, Gt.Smith St. .SW1, Saturday
5 pm (lecturer's trial); Bow Bi.
Magistrates Court, WC2, Tuesday
all day. Donations w LSE Legal
Defence Fund, LSE Union

LINK-UP

1S, Black People's Alliance,
mass immigrant groups such
as the Indian Workers' Assoc-
iation, Irish Republicans,
students and Young Commun-
ists, is a significant political
gain for militancy in Birming-
ham. While the extreme right,
the racialists and their allies The bosses’ attempt
in the conventional political|collapse extra payments into
parties, are stepping up theit{the minimum has been def-
effortsdto slmash the immiir- eated.
ant and militant groups, the =
Left has shown that it can Dramatic

The 10 per cent product-

respond  and nnifv  without
watering down its principles, ivity award that was the main
bone of contention stays unt-

Ma Da ouched and ihe other extras
y y i |run undisturbed pending the
Militant Action is now tinti 7 ther local
2 negotiation of another local
working towards a May Day|ywgge agreement.
campaign in Birmingham aim-

e - Since the whole factory-—
ed at uniting black and whité| syilled and unskilled wom!.ren
workers around socialist .

and men, day shift and night
demands. - ¥ el

: e : shift, acted with dramatic
- Deta1ts of Mlh&*"m Actiton, solidarity in the recent
its meetings and activities|qi t 11 looks 11 for
can be had from Mike Sherid- EApIn, . & o i

Committes, ULU. Malet St., WC1.

the workers in the next round.
an,47 Ashley Close,B'ham 15 The militancy of the wom-

MEMBERS of the International
Socialists working and active
in industry are meeting to
form policies for future work
on the afternocon and evening
of Saturday, March 1st.

It is proposed that IS’s
past, present and fulure work
will be ecritically examined,
together with such problems
as the struggle against prod-
uctivity bargaining, the role
of the union bureaucracies,

Industrial militants
to hold conference

Threat to militant

o B 50 per| RON BEAK, secretary of the
work force—in many | .ondon HQ district branch of

ways sei the pace of ihe|of the Uniom of Post Office

struggle and have leamnec|workers. has been threatened

thai they can “,.r:_, e with disciplinary action by

_ The ease of pickeling was |the union executive for pub-
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1 i i A e s el s tel hist work-
e Ll o e nae, 23" Suring ug recent sniker I
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; 3_@{:11;: 9§Ef§r,g§d'~h§_§é§i-a§§:ﬁ workers, who showed such

it ; S L ot e ok ! | magnificent solidarity durin
Opportunities will alsd|ihey saw that a dispute was zhz@strike Ly £

be given for members to meet|q will rally to the

in industry/union groups_to D The suspension struis tor | SUPPOT of a leading militant.
plan detailed work. For|the Ford Capri come from |- - e
further details contact your|Armstrong. With this dispute Publishe the International
1S branch secretary or write|resolved the way is now St i oad London
lo John Phillips, 66 Longland |clear ‘or Ford workers to act | N t Review
Court, Avondale Sq, London|ic ‘he best advantage in P xton Works.
SE1. their current struggle N17



