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DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL, 1945, THE

IN 1938 WHEN THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL WAS OFFICIALLY FOUNDED. ALTHOUGH
TWO EMERGENCY CONFERENCES WERE HELD DURING THE WAR AND IMMEDIATELY
A REPRESENTATIVE WORLD

AFTER: THIS WAS THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY
GATHERING OF REVOLUTIONARY
THE INTERNATIONAL.

While the Second and Third Internationals liquidated themselves, despite vast resources possessed
by them, the Foarth International met under difficult ecircumstances to uphold the banner of

internationalism and the struggle for world socialis m,

Its deliberations extended over a period of three weeks.
difficulties, there were delegates from North America, Lalin Ameriea, Africa, the Middle East and the
There were a number of representatives from ecolonial countries and many parts of Europe.

Far East.

INTERNATIONALISTS SINCE THE

HOLDS WORLD CONFERENCE

19 Countries Represented

THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL HELD ITS SECOND WORLD. CONGRESS IN PARIS
FIRST WORLD CONGRESS WAS

FOR

Despite financial and

Approximately 50 delegates representing 19 different countries took part in the Congress,

While the Second and
Third Internationals
liquidated themselves, despite
vast resources possessed by
them, the Fourth Inter-
national met under the mosi
difficult circumstances, to up-
hold the banner of inter-
nationalism and the struggle
for world socialism,

One hundred years after
the Communist Manifesto, the
World Congress of the Fourth
International has reaffirmed
the basic conclusions of
Marxism and its application
to present day events. Carry-
ing on the tradition of Marx
and Engels, of Lenin and
Trotsky, the Fourth Inter-

on the basis of the class
struggle and the fight for
international socialism as the
only means for achieving the
emancipation of the world
working class. While re- 4
formism and Stalinism have

abandoned the basic teachings | spcoNn  WORLD
:’!;garxl’smt‘lg‘:g:o“rth ‘;‘teir[; Santen (Seeretary R.C.P. Holland) ; Pierre Frank (French

numbers, represents the only
Marxist trend in the world
today.

Spanish group).

Basing itself on the analysis
of capitalism made by Marx
jand Engels, a century ago,
the Manifesto shows how
present day events prove that

adopted political molutimns:"“‘ g.:reat teacheris armrate!y
on the world politieal sit,ug.-iprt'dlcted the impasse in
tion and the tasks of the which world capitalism finds
Fourth International, a thesis itself.  Despite all the
on the Russian Question and measures of totalitarianism
the nature of Stgllml%mr & and militarism, monopoly
resolution on the situation of | eqpitalism produces more and
the eolonial countries and the jmore  devastating  slumps,
tasks of the !’?urth Inter';wars and a threat to civilisa-
national.  Political resolu- tion jtself. Warning the
tions were adopted dealing \yorkers of all lands of the
with the situation and tasks jipevitable war which capital-
of the Internationalists in jgy is preparing, the Mani-
Germany and Italy. ’]‘_hese festo outlines the programume
will appear in the next issue
u\f * Workers' International gion which Marx and Lenin
&Te“‘s."

Political

Resolutions
The World Congress |

explained c¢an only be

The Congress adopted a achieved by the action of the
programmatic manifesto ad- workers themselves.  The
dressed to the exploited of the Manifesto counterposes the

Marxist method of democratic
workers’ control to the Stalin-
will be published in the next ist method of imposing a
issue of the * Socialist bureaucratic straight-jacket
Appeal.” \on the workers’ movement,

A new International Ex-|The Manifesto outlines a pro-
ecutive Committee, composed granmme of transitional de-
of 19 members, was ell‘t‘l?d.l“mld" linking up the day to
. Congress senf greetings of day demands with the struggle

solidarity to Comrade Natalia f?r the Sl:l'ialisl reorganisa-
Trotsky and to the imprisoned | tion of society. .

Trotskyist Militants in| The Fourth International
Greece, Indo-China, India, basing itself on the best
Bolivia and other countries;|traditions of the old Inter:
to the Trotskyist militants in|nationals, offers the only hope
the U.S.S.R. in Czechoslo-|for the futute. The world
vakia, Bulgaria, Germany and | working class will achieve a
Austria. It sent a message Socialist Europe and a
of solidarity to the workers Socialist World only under
and colonial peoples of the|the banner of World Socialist
world engaged in the strugglc | Revolution  That is the
for social and national banner of the Fourth Inter-

emaneipation | national

whole world summing up the
chief ideas elaborated. This

CONGRESS—on  the plat form—~Comrades

of 'working elass emancipa- |

P.C.L);

Fabre-Bleibtrew

|53

.

organisational

(French P.C.1.; S
Jdock Haston (Secretary R.C.P.

Britain) : Colvin De Silva, Leader of the Trotskyist Parliamentary group in Ceylon; Maonis (emigre

The two women comrades are minuies secrctary and interpreter.

VEHICLE STRIKE

20,000 Vehicle Building works

of the -two Unions involved

cutting Machinists
when decisions were taken to

E.C.'s

the proposals

against
ruled out of order

s has ended.

Review by a Vehicle Builder
ROY STEVENSON

.
After three and a half weeks, the national strike of

The workers

have returned to-work on the instruction of the Kxeeutives

the National Union of

Vehicle Bullders and the Amalgamated Society of Wood-
At the meetings held over the week-end

return to work, no motions

were allowed—they were

The strike was for 3d. an bour créase for all men, and

demanded direct negotintions with

|
| proportionate increases for women and boys.
|
!

As the first official strike since
the T.U.C. accepted the wage

| freeze, it constituted a direct threat

| to the Covernment's poliev,
Suceess might well have trans
formed this strike into the spear-

opposition o
Defeat can

the

hend of a militant
the freezing of wages.
the

only strengthen hands of

top leadership in the T.U.C. and
the Unions who have accopted the

pobicy of freczing wages.

The also threatened to

undermine

strike

the policy of the em-

ployers to use arbitration machinery
to undermine the workers' demands
and  concessions., Two  years
builders  de

This demand

1go, the vehicle

manded 6d. an hoor.
roferred  to  arbitration and
| reduced to 3d., but still without
results. When Isancs, the Mimsten
of Labour, referred the dispute to
arbitration on the eve of the strike,

in order to forestall it, the Univas

WHs

the employers,

The rank and file workers an
bitter at a return without vietory.
Feeling is high after béing ordered
back when the strikers were ip o
strong position.

Whilst the response demonstrated
the solid support by the workass,

the fact is that the strike was
called on the basis of a ballot
carried out over a year ago. For
this reason., the main issus, the
wage freeze, was never clorified
before the members, Milne, the

Nutional President of the N.U.V.B.,
declared on April 4th:

“ The strike should not be con-
sidered as one against  the
Government's wage freczing
policy. . . . It is a strike agninst
the employers’ poliey of freezing
our members’ wages over two
years ago.”
Nevertheless,

sheltering behind the
declarstion of the
The strike took place onder the
present-day conditions. Auy strike
toduy for wage increases ipevitubly
conflicts with the Govenment's
policy. Instead of sidejtepping

(Oontinwed on Page t ')

-

the employers are
wage freeze
Government.

PROFITS GO UP

43 Resolutions on L.P. Agenda
on Woages, Prices and Profits

=0 the year 1048-49, an extra £1 17 million will be
#3830 million that will accrue from the special levy.
Billion profits made by the capitalist class last year, will remain in their possession.

The eapitalists know what they | visions for

|are doing when they generously
promise to * peg”
14T level !
enterprise and eapitalist
taking had a very profitable year
in 1047. Take the huge chemical
monopoly, 1.C.1. whose net income
jumped from £7,171,108 in 1946 w
7,646,938 in 1947. Or Courage
und Co. the brewers, who appear
to have done very well despite (or
because of) the two budget in-
ereases in the price of beer; their

thut this is calenlated before pay-
ment of taxation, depreciation, ete,
it should be observed that their net
profits showed a tidy jump from
£180,022 in 1940 to £227,825 in the
latest year.

P STEEL AND FOOD

The workers ity the steel indostry
have becn comipg in for some un-
asunl and unexpected pats on the

bick, Txm ||‘n‘ capitalist . press
‘F.O-q-" SRR O R S sy
| says the press, they have pulled up

the production of steel to new highs.
"Phese mouthpieces of the eapitalist
class don't add, in the same articles
anyway, that the inereased produc-
tion swented from the steel
workefs hus also pulled up profits
in the industry, as the Intest
company reports of some  steel
enterprises  record. Take the
Vickers (Steel) monopoly, their
consolidated net profit, after all
taxation, deprecintion, ete,; dedue-
tions, increased from £1,255,000 in
16 to £2,399.594 in 1947, Or the
Anfield  Rolling  Mills, whose
directors were happy to report to
their shareholders that 1947 total
profits were up to £64854065 as
ugninst £181,543 the previous year;
et profits for the comparative
yeiirs were, £105,312 and £68,972
I'!‘ﬁ]il‘l'li\-l_\. Pats on the |

k for
the steel workers and fat dividends
for the shureholders!

Foml enterprises oo, like the
Home and Colonial group founil
their 1947 balance sheots very

happy reading with the combined
profits of the group, after all pro

BY G. NOSEDA

levied in the form o

this still means

But

up to
with

taxation elo,
£1,313,796  as  compured

dividends at the | £1,172,548 in 1946, an increase of
For nearly every lurge | £141,248,
under- |

And these few examples are
by no means all. They repre
|sent the general picture of the

| prafits being coined by the capital
ist class in Labour Britain today.
Of course, the press organs of Big
Busine=s and finanee have expressed
thelr loud disapproval and in-
dignation at Cripps’ pin-prick of u
specinl levy on their profits, which,

total profits in 1947 ghowed anl 27 < ’ :

iucrom‘w, }rmn El.ll’rl.;iﬁfv in 1946 to | "“'”mm l{"’t?":{l ”'? “:_L“:tn l.l.;’:I:I'
3 ¢ ; 1% Ba oluime as only fo iis  yeur, s

£1,268,920. And, lest it be claimed vociferous and hypoeritical outer)

of the capitalist press was, how

over, only to he expected, it helps

I FROM THE TIME THAT THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT TOOK POWER UpP TO THE
HELD K1y OF THE LAST FINANCIAL YHAR, THE PROFITS OF THE EMPLOYERS HAVE RISEN
INSISTENTLY., 1IN 1947 THEY WERE £320 MILLION MORE THAN 1IN 1946 RENT,
TEZEST AND PROFPIS STILL. TAKE ABOUT THE SAME PROPORTION OF THE
FOUNDATION OF .‘|1'FII!Z\‘.-\I. INCOME (369%) AS THEY DID IN _lta:{h‘» UNBER -Tlll-: "N.\'-l‘ln.\"‘-\!:"‘ l;_tl\"l‘f_l{i(:
JINTE IN THIS CAN BE SEEN THE MAIN AXIS OF THIE LABOUR GOVERNMENT'S
JONOMIC POLICY, ,
Despite the speclal levy on profits introduced by Cripps In his recent Budget, nothing can conceal
o fact that the Labour Government has not made any real inroads into the profits of the capitalist

f direct taxation, including the
that 63¢ of the extra £320

Government's wage-pegging White

Paper, has givei the T.U.C,
burcancrats  someé uncomfortable
times, Alarmed at the bitter

feelings of the worker< on mount-
ing prives nud prohts, a deputation
from the General Council sought an

interview with Cripps  ou  April

22nd.

As the * Economist ™ (24/4/45),
no friend to  the working class,
observes : * They have heard from
their constituents, and their con-
stituents usk, in substance, what
trude unions are for, il not to
press for as much wages as they
can get . . . %" TPrecisely, and what
elée are the working class organ
ised for if not to safeguurd theis

to cover up the fact that the] ©5 .. ! 73
Labour Governmeut have treated conditions _and.  improve  thelr
them with kid gloves, and they standards of life? 1f the Labou

. ” 2 1 *land Trude Union lenders fail, as

have got away very lightly

IO neIenn oo LS LEans
were very loud in their acclamuations
for the Governuent's witge-

freezing proposals, and complained

T

only that they did not go far
AT wh, . «
43 RESOLUTIONS

ON L.P, AGENDA

The dissatisfaction of the work
ing class in Britnin at this situn-
tion is begioning to find  wide
cxpression, * On the agenda of the
Labonr Party Aunnal Couference,
43 strong resolutions and amend-
ments have been tabled on the issue
of wages, prices awd profits
Pressure the rank and file
of the trade union movement
which is highly ecritical of the
General Conneil’s sapport for

from

Tha
same capitalist press, which rushed
to defend the profits of its class

they are failing, to conduct a mili-

tant struggle in the interests of
tha warkars thov oluaim 16 renres
the workers they celaim to repre-

«ent, then it is time for the rank
und file to call them to order, The
present set-upy, whereby the work-
i ctnes ., s woapectedoe! okl
Aceept wage-pegging in the face of
an inecreasing eost of living, while
the profits of the capitalist class
coptinue to pile up, has nothing in
common with a2 Socialist policy.
In a real Socinlist planned economy
profits would be used to foster the
technology anid  scientific develop-
went of indastrial production and
{to improve greatly the conditions
| nndd stapdard of life of the work
cliss, That s what the
Labour Government shonld be doing

| Ing

if it were genuinely concerned to
advance the interests of the work-
ing cliss; to establish Socialism
| instead  of propping  up  the

capitalist systein,

LABOUR

CZECH
ELECTION

The Czech Stalinisis
preparing for the forthcoming
electrions 1 the mow familiar
fashion.

are

First, a carefully rebearsed
campaign was conducted
which  organisations  under
Stalinist control demanded «
** joint list” in the elections
on May 30th.

Sports organisaiions, trade
unions, and even authors and
music composers associalions
have all put forward - the
demand for a single list.

In response to the
* demands’’ the Gottwald
Government has mirvoduced 4
Bill for a single list.

Thus, the election becomes
a farce, a totalitavian plebscite
Voting will be compuisory.

Al the same iime, 46 mem-
bers of the Czech 'National
Socialist  Party  (Liberals),
which ic in the Government.
have been arrested for dis-
tributing  anti - Governmenti
leaflets and for other under
ground activiies.

signed " by
the Ttali

The telegram

Labour M.P.s to

Extreme Right Wing members
such as Raymond Blackburn
demanded the setting up of a Par-
liamentary Select Committee o
examine the gquestion, obviously
preparatory to  drastic  action
against the dissidents. The Tory
MP's and the Tory Press
seized on the issue for their own
ends and pressed the Labour
leaders for punitive action.

MORRISON PROMISE
EFFECTIVE ACTION

Morrison, in the Commons prom-
ised that the matter wus *. . . going
to be dealt with effectively.”

As is known the official policy of
the Labour Party was to support
the Right-Wing (Saragat) Sociul-
ist Unity group which split on the
issue of co-operation with the
Stalinists, only in order (o
* eo-operate " Le, capitulate, to
the eapitalist Christian Democrats,
A sub-committee of the N.E.C.
was formed to investigate the
matter and report back. Accord-
ing to the Press the leaders
of the NE.C. of the Labour
Party pressed for the expulsion
of one or two of the lewml
ing elements who huve been in the
wake of the Stalinists, in persistent
opposifion to the foreign policy of
the Labour Government. Now
Platts Mills has been expelled.

The leadership wish to
advantage of the situation to deal
a blow at the erypto-Stalinists. In
so doing they may be compelled
reluctantly to condemn the Right-

Wing Labour M.P.'s who attend the

take |

DISCIPLINE THE

LEADERS

Platts-Mills Expelled

Mills and 37 other

Party

Platis

an Socialist (Nemmi

Socialists) wishing the Popular Front success, has caused
a crisis in the Parliamentary Labour Party.

“ United Europe”™ ~Conference in
company with Churchill and other
Tories. Alfred Edwards can attack
even the nationalisation measures
of the Labour Government and defy
the rank and filg of his own
division with impunity.

Some  of  the alleged
lories have denied having
signed the telegram, others
specifically asked for’ their names
to be withdrawn, and some refused
to have anything to do with the
mutter bot still  their names
appeared, These methods naturally
tend to repel workers in the Labour
movement.,

signa-

LET THEM SET
AN EXAMPLE

The Labour
the last to

leaders should be
raise the question
of discipline. They have con:
sistently amd disloyally violated
the decisions of Labour
Party Cooferences during the
period of office of the present
Government. [If discipline is to be
observed in the broad Labour move-
ment then let the leadership set
the example. Workers must  de-
mamd that the rank and file of the
| Trade Union and Labour move-
| ment must itsell decide (he poliey
of the movement. To allow the
| leadership to take advantage of the
| actions of Stalinist agents or
erypto-agents would give the leader-
ship the oxense to  launch
reprisals and expulsions against any
Left wing opposition to the policy
they are pursuing at the present
fime,




For
Democracy
in the Unions

The leadership of the
T. N GW.U. has given a
furtber example of the bureau-
cratic high-bandedness which
has become a by-word in the
Trade Union  movement.
Especially is it a feature of
this particular union.

One small firm remained at
work ; the other five came out to o

The U mnu’—e-upmins and engineers in-

e Union leaders had beer;: | *1uded.

: L bee Lightermen and boatmen prom-

mistructed to negotiate a wage |ised  their  complete  support,
messages of Solidarity came in

increase of £1 per week on
bebalf of the Road Passenger

from Hull and other ports.
Although the strike was of short
duration the solidarity and milit-

T!’dﬂ.lpoﬂ Workers. 7/6d.| ancy came as u great shock to

was accepted by these leaders ”11-‘;"']".\“-1'- and T. & G.W.U. officiuls
{ * | alike.

and a national (f!’fﬁ’ﬁﬂff‘ f@?ff£!* The story behind this strike 1s

similar to those behind the bos-
men's, the dockers’ struggles,—aii
sections of the T. & G.W.U. It s
ong of incompetence and betrayal

ence of local officials, " having
regard to the Government s

POIH.} on “‘dgf’-f-“ by the [1'nion leaders, and nn-
/ g scrupulous  exploitation by  the

However, the rané and rh’é’| hosses,
were not satisfied. Feeling| Tughoat Men's Demands

was particularly strong in the
Lancashire area. es pecially in
Wigan. Fah"iﬂg to oblain re-

More than six months augo tug-
boatmen demanded :

IFixed 8-hour dsy

Time and u half for overtime,

Double time for Sumdays,

dress for their grievances by
" constitutional ' means. these
workers were compelled 1o
resert to their only avarlabic
weapon: sirtke action. The,
decided to stage 24 hour token
itrikes on Saturdays.

Every other night off.

2.werks annual holiday.

After  patiently  waiting  elght
months for & response to  thess
demands the crews gave notice
the Union officials that if vothing
conervte wax heard by April 14,
all overtime was stopped from that
day.

Nothiug was heard and overtime

L {1

There was a move to|wns stopped,
thveaten  sirikers with dis-
missals. Instead of standing
by the wmen, the Union

Colvin R.
de Silva

1932—10:;

ofpcials bhad the effrontery to
state thal they would withdrau
Union  protection from any
men tsus threatened by victim-
psation. Not coment wilh that,
they went so far as to threaten

lhose who ,'.’(ﬂ 1ic If).fit'd' i this President  of  the  Welliwutte
.'fn#e ;:('J‘”'}.}'; with 5"[’”-‘{”})” | ?‘!]..nllllllu:l jlllll Weaving Ml
f the Uni ] r |  Workers' Union.
L !
om 1pe nron. 1035—10:
President Lanks Sama  Sama)

One resolution adopted by
e <o ficial Pascenger Trans-
port Group Commiltee, and
which was sent to branches,
stated that if any member of
the Union accepted memiber-
ship of an unofficial committee |
sel wp to advocate strikes or
any other form of wunofficral
action, he should be called
upon to attend the Area Com-

Party, Ceylon,

1940
Arrested on Jape 17th and de
tained without trial for opposing
war and  leading  strikes of
workers — plaman-m‘ granary,
harbour, ete.

19042
April 9th, Escaped from  deten-
tion. Helped in formution of
Bolshevik-Leninist Party of Tndia
with comrades from Caleottn,
Bombuy, United Provioees.

: F45—17 :
mittee to show cause why be| "Gl Secretary, BALPT.
should not be expelled. 1047

Elected  MLP. Trotskyist

ticket to Ceylon Parlinment,

fo = |

1947 |
Arrested in Madras for part in
M.L.U. strike. Detained withous
trial. Externed from Madras.
Author of * Socialism Rearmed:
A Reply to Masani.,” * First
Round of the European Socialist

It is high time that these
bureaucrats were given
understand that they are paid
for one f!frpow only: to look
after 1he mterests of the
members. And, the ruleresis
of the rank and file are best

k . Revolution,” “Whither the
determined by the rank and| Soviet Union”  Fditor of
file themselves. Democracy| *'Seark’ Trotskyist — puper

: o 7
begins at the botlom, nol the 19461

top. The Union leaders have
the duty to take orders, not 10| 1he o ficial union apparatus for
erve them. | Trade Union democracy. The

The formation of “unofficial” l 1d file must not be m-

rank and
rank and file committees has tiniidated by threats from smiug
become more and more a buveaucrvats. The [irm stand
feature in workers’ struggles | of the Lancashire busmen m
1 vecent years. ‘This has been ' face of such threals is a
niecessitated by the fact that the | viciory for the real interesis of

rank and file have been unable, | Trade Unionism.
because of blatant sabotage b) Last. but not least. the
the T.U. leaders, to use "‘[‘e’,’r opinion of every mentber

official  unton machinery 1% | fected by a u age claim must
their struggles. If the Unions \ be comsulted by special ballot

. Ll : . : ¢ :

were fulfilling their proper| pefore any proposition, other
funcltion there would be nO | than the original clam, 15
necessily _fm- unofficial’” com- accepted. If 1this had been
mittees. done in the case of the

One of the lasks of ‘hese |7/6d. award the Unton leader;
commitltees, apart from co- | would have looked a bit sick,
ordinating activity on the job. |because nndowbtedly it would
is 1o organise a drive within ' have been firmly rejected.

COLVIN R. De SILVA
Ceylon Trotskyist M.P.

WILL SPEAK AT THE

HOLBORN HALL

GRAYS INN ROAD, w.ci

“THE DRIVE AGAINST
THE LEFT IN INDIA”
TUESDAY, MAY 4th

8 p.m.

Organised by the London District Committee
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY (Trotskyist)
Harrow Road, Paddington, W.L

Industrial

BY J. DEANE

MERSEY TUGBO

LIVERPOOL, April 23rd :—

AGITATION AND UNREST IN THE SHIPPING AND TRAMN
INVOLVES THE STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT TUGBOAT IND
ON MERSEYSIDE CAME OUT ON A LIGHTING STRIKE ON Al

Employers' Threats

Since then the Tug Musters’
Federation has tried every trick to
intimidate crews, find a breach and
smush the newly constructed Union
I-I‘g.\llli.‘-n?iun. Whole erews were
sacked for refusing to work over-
time;  two captaing  were  nlso
sacked. But the solig front com-
pelled the reinstatement of all.

Failing in these methods, the
employers hecame tough with a
genernl threat: Al who rofused

would be sacked.

Men's Reply
The reply was  decisive  and
unanimous—a fleel of tugs came
into dock and tied up. Led by
skippers and engineers, and ignor-
ing the pleas of the traitor Union

overtime

officials, the men marched to the
employers’ offices.
T.U. Officials Call For
Return
Though apparently slow to

negotiste the men's just demands,

TRY.
1L 20th.

men back to work!
r wis organised for
jny. This meeting
w Aren official J.
rsuaded the men to
meonditionally nntil
A general meeting
sl by a National
L& GLW. U, (Water-

,act to get th:
| A mass mect
the following
wis  addres
Sealey, who |
return to wor
May 11, wh
woutld be udd
official of th:

ways Seetion
{ and File
lee Formed

gharp eriticisa of
n officinl rank and
Was Ill"*" ff.‘]'luml of
from each of the
His  committee will

1), to econsider
poliey, and will
mend strike aetion
demands are not

There
L'-niou !l‘.‘l(l‘
file eomumiti
representat
six firms .
mest,  on
demands
probably
if the
acrepted.

recgl

full

Background

This is theToest lurge seale strike
of tughoatman since 1926, Then,
|as a result o the betrayal, the
| disillusioned | #ews returned ¢

0

Jrlu- Union officitls were not slow to | work on the smployers’ conditions.

SCENE® OF DESTRUCTION

in the yards of Messrs. Blohm & Voss, the largest shipyard on the
Continent of Europe. The guntries seen in this picture, were not hit

by Allied aircraft during the war.

surrender of Germany,

They were dynamited after the

During the war 18,000 men were employed.

Until recently 8000 men were employed in an undamaged part of the

plant repairing locomotives for German railways.

But even (ha

activity was stopped when the British Mititary Government ordered
the dismantlement of what was left,

Instead of Germany’s industrial mighit

and the skill of her

workmen being used for the benefit of the German and European
workers, its great potential is destroyed in the name of a Govern-

ment which calls itself socialist.

Now, with the rivalry between East

and West, the Allies are planning to assist the rebuilding—if only in

part—of German industry.

German  capitalism kept the

factories

idle and the workers unemployed and hungry—till Hitler prepared

for war,

Only by abolishing

Now the Allies do the same.
the private

ownership of the means of

production and organising industry. for use instead of profit, will the

working class put an end to this
man over naturc. The resources
planned for maximum production
Sdcialist United States of Europe,

disastrous misuse of the power of
of Furope must be integrated and
for the benefit of the masses in a

In extending our hand of solidarity to the German working class,
the British workers must demand an end to the destruetion of the

very economic foundations of the

sovialist future in Germany.

T STRIKE

"ORT INDUSTRY ON MERSEYSIDE NOW
959 OF ALL TUGBOAT CREWS

victimised and Union
organisation collapsed completely.
From then until almost 20 years
later the men remained completels
unorganised, Vietimisation and the
fear of nnemployment enahled the
employers to mercilessly exploit the
tugbontmen, who had to work long
hours with no overtime rates,

During the war, when eonditions
became unbearuble, n few militants

Scores wer

began  organising—without  any
serions support from the
T. & G.W.U.

Now CrOwWs, skippers and

cengineers are 1009 organised.
The importance of this industry
i obvious when one considers that
not = ship can moved on
Merseyside without tugs no
amount of organised black-leggiug

he

conuld have smashed the seamen’s
strike had the tugboantmen also
stopped work.  Equally, no ship |

could have been moved during the
dockers’ or ship-repairers’ strikes.

For A Port Committee

The elementary need on Merses
side is for a Port Commitfee com-
powed of rank and  file  delegates
from every section engaged in the
shipping and port  industries—
dockers, ship-repairers, hoatmen,
svamen, lllﬂlnmllnr!h every section
pussing » dock gate. This wounld
be one of the most important steps
forwnrd on Merseyside townrds the
real unity of workers whaose
interests are absolutely
dependent,

and  daily
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YORKSHIRE :

Ted Grant recently puid u visit
to Shefficld, Leveds, and Kinsley,
to visit our comrades in these areas,
A disenssion on Crechoslovakia
wius held ut, Sheffield,

GLASGOW :

Doug.  Gurbutt, our Scottish

Orgunizer spoke recently to  five
AEL. und one ASW. branches
on party policy. The braveh has

attencted some new contacts aund a
study elo=s hax been  formed in
Datlmuir. Progress is noted in
getting our unti-Faseist  puomplidet
into shops.

THAMES VALLEY :

(Considerabl PEOETv=s is l't']u!l"ll'fl
from this district where our com-
ritdes are active in the politieal and
nmion  movement.

LONDON :

Sowme local bravehes have started
mid-week canvasses including  the
usual  Sunday  morning  sales,
Centranl meetings of other parties
are  regularly  covered, At

In Brixton, 35 copics were sold at
i Fascist ITI"!‘Iin):. To date,
in Bast London have
these pamphlets Muay
parations well in  hand
lwill march on May 1st
London Trades Council from
Embonkment to Hyde ark..
Colvin De Silva, Trotskyist M.1*
from Ceylon will be in this conntry
for two weeks The following
meetings have been areanged for
LTS
Mas

42 of

suld

Lay pre
Purty
with the
the

4. —Holborn Hall, London
5.—Slough.

H.—Ceylou Students’ Asso.
12 —Munchester,
18.—Birmingham.

EDUCATION :

Ohir smeesssful series of Sunday
IlEL:hI L-q-tura-q ll:;\-- LW r‘li'l'l] wnd

Lasndon puress,

o the  Sunday meeting  ut Hxyde

the | Purk.
Y. L. Conference 12 copies of the
anti-Fascist  pamphlet  weype "i[li.flnl/--o ting in Oxford of students. Ih-!‘gv-lmu-]u\ ote,

Roy Mearse, beld a very success

An  audience of 30 attended bis
shops | meeting at Ashford, organised by
the Thames Valley com rades,
WHAT'S  ON
| COLVIN R, de SILVA, Ceylon
|Trotskyist M.P. 8 p.m, Waednesday,
| May 5th, Manor Park Hall,
Slough. “ Indin, Democracy or

Police State 7™

daring the summer mouths, One Birminel

'lll_\' -‘“'"Il"""-' will be held at Mrmingnam,

| totery s, LONDON : Colvin I» Silva (o
Ounr series of open-air meetings | *peak  to the Ceylon Students’

will start in May in u number of | Association. 7 pam. Nutford l

Itoy Monrse as onr | House Edgware Road.
muin speaker draws large erowds | LONDON :

MANCHESTER : Roy 1%
nddress the Queen’s Purk Parlin-
ment on * Trade Unions in  the
Strugele for Socialism,” Suonday,
May 16, 2 pm.

BIRMINGLIAM., Colvin K. de
Silva, Ceylon Trotskyist M.P.,
will speak on Thursduy, Muay 13th,
at T30 pm, on *“The Drive
Againgt The Left In  Indin”
I.L.P, Room, 38 John Bright Street,

arse will

May Ist at S pans |
Come to the R.C.I°, May Day Social
and Dance. Held ut 256 Harrow

In our October issue lhe-re|
appeared under the above
heading, a report of a meet-
ing of certain meambers of the
National Union of General
and Munieipal Workers in |
which reference was made
to the Savey Hotel. |

In this report it was alleged tha
the Navoy Hotel Litd., bhad failed
o 'I||l|i]i'|u1‘|jt an  agresment mto
which they had entered because,
having consented to accept the |
decision of an ad hoe Committes |
on certain matters in dispute they |
later refused to carry ont the |
Committee's findings.

Having since made enguiries we |
now find that, in truth, before this
Committee sat both the National |
Union of General and Municipai |
Workers and the Savoy agreed |

“SAVOY BOSSES
Break Agreement”’

thut weither party should be bound
by any recommendation which the
Committee might mnke.

It was further alleged that the
Suvoy Hotel cansed great delay in
bringing the case of Piazza Before
the National Arbitration Tribunal
and arrogantly refused to earry out
the Tribunal’s award; and also
that they had not earried out the
terms of the agreement relating to
house representutives and house
committees, We are satisfied that
these statements were not proved
hy evidence given at the inquiry
set up by the Minister of Labour.

In these cirenmstances * Socialisi
Appeal ' desires to apologise to the
Savey Hotel Ltd., for any incon-
venience cansed to them by the
innccorate report and to offer to
them #n agreed sum in payment of
damages and legal costs incurred
by them in the proceedings for libel
which they took in eonsequence of
such report,

Mureh 17th

hesir Cotnrndes,
Thank vou very muoch for your
dear Jetter, which I've received.

Firstly, I'd like to tell you that |
am leaving for homwe lo a fortnieht,
I am very glad, of course, even if
it looks very dark in Germany.
Although 1 don’t give up hope for
an improvement. I also. hope that
'l xoom gather s strong group in
my town, us 1 shall work for our
Party ax mueh as 1 possibly can,
I know and have seen that onr
comrdes all over the world stand
at oir side agaiinst the doniinating
class (hat is sappressing us.  Om
fight for Socialism will not in
vivin,  All workers will follow our
lend in  the struggle for a  pro
gressive soviety., We have 1o take
the lead for them, and the Foorth
Internntional will win,

as to Uzechoslovakin. T think it's

 heen Favonrable for the workers
that the § Revolugion has gpaken
F;-lm--n Knﬁiru!hﬁe,w#:wml. v
after this, although itt place for
the time being is taken' by the
Stalin bureanersey. The change
wias not solely achieved by the
Stalinists but also- the workers
played their parts. That shows
that it was ulso the will of the
ople.  Stalin won't succeed with
his plans, a4 the Czechs are no

Hungariuns or Rumunians. Tt
very hard for them to control the

Now 1 will tell you my opinion |

From a German P.O.W,

FWest and  that dangerous to
| Stulin, The mass upheaval was so
| strong that the Capitalists eould
pot forward no resistance at all
| This shows that facing a nuoited
| mass of workers, the ecapitalists
{ must sanrrender,  Of course, its nol
| an entire victory as yet as pan
of It goes to Stalin, © Struggle to
1 help the workers must he
founded upon the logic of the
| class struggle of all workers all
over the world, Stalin  Burean-
cracy doesn't follow any of these
principles, but on the contrary nses
her power for her nwn nationalistic
etids. The tiwe alone will show,
of the workers of CS.R, will
willingly agree to such policies anu

1=

I bope they will he the hrst bloe
of resists « for the Stalinists, |
can’t write more, as 1 ecould only

| make it guite clear by discussion.
I hope to receive the answer to
.Irl.i.u letter still in this country and
| down helow T'Il give you my own
nddress, Mauy thanks for
Tommy's special regards,
ety " -

S6 T Tiniuh “Helfeeinphdid

will see yon again snvwhere and

| anytime. Every comrade that
happens to come to Gafmany is
very welcome at my home. I'm
very glad abont everything yon

tanght me and helped me,
I am greeting you with our

speeial salute und wish your gronp
{all future success,  Solidarity of all

. | classeconscious workers and 1o
situation, and’ I cultivate the hope | live the Fourth lllh"ll'll'if::’ll'ldl ¥
that true communismw will erystal- [ # s X
i8¢ ont of this. The Ceutre of Your Comrude,
Communisin - will wander to the Hein:

i |
P — -

| Help our |
German Comrades
|
|

Send Food

H. CHASE
256 Harrow Rd. |
WwW.2 |

London

<€ Orphan German
Children Queue For
Food

T

Road Paddington W2, DBund

‘Admission. &d.

Manchester Branch R.C.P.

olvin R. De Silva

(Trotskyist Member of Ceylon Parliament)

will give a

“Report on India,
Ceylon and the East”

at the ONWARD HALL (Deansgate)
WEDNESDAY, 12th MAY at 8 p.m.

Questions and Discussion




MAY DAY 1948

May Day is the day of the working class; the international
working class. Traditionally, it ‘is the day on which the forces

of the entire Labour movement down. tools and gather together
in demonstirations and meetings, in every country, to show the world
the singleness of purpose of the toiling masses of all lands: the
struggle against the common enemy, international capitalism.

"To the pioneers of the movement, May Day was the occasion
for measuring the forces of the working elass, confidently and
optimistically ranged in the struggle for world socialism. To the
official leadership of the Labour movement to-day, May Day has
become an annual ouling, during which they preen (hemselves and
make ﬂl'rll' pious gestures before continuing to forget in practice the
internationalism to which they pay lip-service.

“HOW SOON?™

On May Day, 1948, the working class of Britain and the world
can take stoek of their surroundings,  They can soberly weigh up the
price they are paying for the continued existence of ecapitalism,

Tt is barely three years since the bombing and the blood-letting
ceased in the second “ 'War to End Wur”. The famine and deso-
lation, the ruins and the agonies which resulted from this holocaust
weigh heavily on us. Vet the preparations for a Third World
slaughter are under way. And what a prospect this entails! The
living hell of Hiroshima marked the culmination of the last conflict.
It will be but the beginning of the next.

The sacrifices and sufferings of 1939-15, no less than these of

1914-18, have proved incapab'e of solving # single basic problem
facing the working class.  The * Atlantic Charter”, the * Four
Freedoms ™ amd all the other airy promises, have proved to he =0

much hot-air,
In the Chancellories and Embassies of the workd powers (here

is no longer even a pretence that we are finished with war, The
only gquestion discussed is: * How soon? "
The seesaw of the “cold war™ pivols around the * Lron

Curtain.” In the welllworn name of * Freedom and Democracy ™
the British, American, French amd other working classes of the
Western Powers are being prepared for war against theie * comreades-
in-arms” of the last war, the Russian masses.

OPPRESSION IN THE " DEMOCRACIES”

In the " Democeacion” Negeo Trade Unionists are butehered and

persecuted on the Gold Coast. Nogroes and striking workers in
America are  brutally  assaulted. Fhe  Vietnam masses  are
shot down by French bullets, Greek workers wmd  peasanis
are oppressed by a Tascist-military dictatorship maintained wy
British and American arms  and  troops. Workers in  the
shattered German vcities suffer the very depths of misery amd
degradation under the heel of the * Allied * occupation. But these

things matter little to the statesmen of the Western Powers who
use ¥ 7 as their slogur, What's in 0 se=e, so I::g as
. ; Hedenfl o e up (he real aim: war agai the
Soviet Union for new flelds of capitalist exploitation?

DECEPTION OF STALINISM
At the same time the Soviet leaders lemd a hand to the

deception of the masses. They present U.N.. as an instrument of
peicr instead of what it really is: a “Thieves' Kitchen ™ in which
tie world powers manoeuvre one against the other before resorting
to the hard clash of steel. They are parties to the occupation and
dismemberment of Germany, and the subjugation of the German
working class. They preach the deception that *“bloes of nations ",
instead of intermational class struggle, which ignores frontiers, can
solve the problems,

They stifle eriticism and workers' democracy in the U.S.S8.R. and
the areas under their domination. All of this in the name of
“ Commumnism”, of which they have completely forgotfen the
e Anime,

WORKERS HOLD THE KEX

Nevertheless, in spite of these terrible clouds which hang over
the homes of the world working class, the last word has not yet been
spoken by organised Labour. In its tremendous powers of resistance
and capacity for struggle the working class holds the key to the
future in its own hands. Even the bluck years of fascism and wir
were insuflicient to quell the ranks of Labour. Since 1945 there has
been a tremendous regroupment of the forees of the European working
class,

In Brituin the working class swept the Labour leaders to power
In the Furopean countries the workers give the Commumist aml
Sovialist parties their support in the beliel that on_ this road they
can march to socialism. Sinee the war we have wiltnessed struggle
after struggle being undertaken by the mlunin! MASSes.

One thing is erystul clear. The toiling masses of the entire
world want to rid themselves of the borrors which weigh down on
them, and are prepured to struggle towards this end.  All that is
lacking is a fighting socialist lead

FOR INTERNATIONAL UNITY

In face of this favourable situation the Labour and Trade Union

Jeaders, and we must add to them the Stalinists, have shandoned

the |u'-n~pe1-ti\'n- of  international socialist  struggle: th_'-,\ have
abandoned all the ideas of the founders of the working clas

movement, :
I The Labour Government pursues @ policy s of  propping up
capitalism at home and defending imperialist inlerests ahroad,

May Day, 1048, provides no cause for jubilant eelebration. It
must be commemorated in the spirit of preparing for lmtll'c, There
is no easy road for the working class,  Only llu-_upmpriatum of the
capitalists and planning with the control and initiative of the workers
nationally and internationally can solve our problems. The rank
and file workers must demand that those who claim speak in
their name shall fight for an international socialist programme.

In 1917 the Russian working class took the firsi step along
this road. Under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party of Lenin
they overthrew the capitalist elass and took power into their own
hands.

The weak Soviet Republic, with a backward economie Iu»ritu'nr.
isolated in a capitalist world gave rise to a bureavcracy which
abandaned Lenin's internationalism and adopted the utopian formul
of * sovialism in one country.” They have Imp-_m-cl A monstrous
tyranny on the Russian workers and peasanis. This led to the most
amazing zig-zags in policy, Stalin-Hitler pacts, stalin-Churchill pacts,
and assisted in the disorientation of the advanced workers, fhus
giving a farther lease of life to capitalism,

Only the Fourth International has umimalmq'l the lru_ulilium ol
Oetober, 1917. On this May Day, the Revolutionary  Communist
Party re-affirms its faith in the international working class. 1
extends o hand of class solidarity to the German workers amnd
coloniat masses. 11 calls upon the British working class to recognise
that their strength lies in unity, stubborn international unity, bascd
on a programme of world revolution,

Fhis alone can solve the problems of war, of starvation, ol
all the miseries that eonfront vs. By dmliralinglmlmi\'f-@ o this
May Day fo the building of the World Party of Protskyism, under
whose banner the British, German, Russian, French, American and
the working classes of the entire world will march o lhe_-uu-mh.-l
order, we will be dealing the only effective blows  against the
gathering war clowds and the other nightmures of capitalism.

A new purge in Russia.

Last week every newspaper
wmipoviant statement iisued by
anwouncing the conviction of

“The chref engineer of a
Grozny factory. rum by the
Munestry of Local Industry,
was sentenced to five ‘lrn‘u'
"deprivation of liberty’ for
prodiccing inferior  bicycles.
T he chief engineer of a Lenin-
grad felt factory, wunder the
same Ministry, gol twe years
for producing bad quality felt
the
winter boots called “vablenky' .
The head of a baker
Chalov Province grve
five years ! for alou n.-g the
systematic production of mn
ferior bread.

footwea traditional [elt

m

waj

" Three senior officials of an
open-cast coal mine in Irkutsé
Province sentenced fo
turning out sub-siandard coal |
(s71x  years

were

and five years).

NEW PURGE
IN RUSSIA

Scapegoats for the Ré

The * Observer  of April 25th reports the

“1he past  ten s'frd_‘,' lhay
unmistakeable signs of a new Soviet witch-hunt
tnis time being chiefly the manufacturers of cons

technicians [or turming oul” goods of mferior gi

gime

eginning of

e seen the fui| faint bt
the victims
amer goods.
in the U.S.S.R| carried an
the Public Prosedqutor's office
a select list of bffictals and

iity.

jalf'fﬂ'l the stundard pf living of the
broad innsses, |

There are less dotor cars and
other luxury goods per hend of the
population in Russik than in such
advanecd # conntrie | as  Britain,
where despite the llgher standard
of living the overwhoming majority
of the workers do nof own gven the
chenpest motor car,

The  corrvspond{ut uf the
* Observer ™ remarkdy correctly A
fortnight ago certal price reduc
Lious were unnounced n2 a measure
of rthe first  ingdrtance, and
oceasion wus taken $to stress the
rapid inerease in tH purchasing
power of the poubled which wus

said to have gone upd by over 5%
sinee December.  But{the new price
ents will hardly affeed the real cosr

of living in Ruossia] which is a
matter of food and elbrhing of , the
most elementary  kin abaye  all
new  clothing. Bieyles, motor-
eyelos, gr wting rifles,
o) K 1%, SEWINng
machines, and wrist-wihtehes, which
wll hgure in the Hsdd are Iaxary
good< ax far as RiBsia is con-
cerned, aod almost the only items
which will affect the Buss of the

people are vodka and 1er.

But clothes and foagh (apart from
caviare) rempin unnflpected @ and on

Further offenders are awaiting
trial, among Yhem the divector

of a Moscow clothing factor;
and bis two chief technical
assrsiants.”

The background for this new
purge is the gathering discontent |
of the workers who see that the |
muin  benetity of the suceesses of !

the average income if still tukes a|

month’s work to buy @ pair of
shovs and three morrhs” work 1o |
buy @ suit of clothes"

Thos the abolition  of rationing
lurgely  benefits | the  haresuerey,
not the e ses, o

Only ‘the  abolition  af  burean-
cratisin can determine ¥ that  th

Plan is operated in the interests of
the masses, hoth as regards kind,

. The * Moskvitcn

Rusxia's lutest rvelcard
Mo favoured members of

the Dureaucracy is the
10000 rouble Moskviteh
oar, deseendent of the
pre-icar ear Kim 14,
Eirst bugers of Kim 10
invluded artists, ieriters

and Stakhanorvite workers,
Taking the rouble at 1(nl
[Juirext estimate 18
spending powcer), the neu

oaf

car costs  roughly the
equivalent of £410
British money, 1 high
estimate of o Rusxian

worker's avernge
40 roubles

icage 1s

per month.,
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WALL STREET VICTORY

by

IN ITALY

TED GRANT

THE VICTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN

ELECTIONS MARKS A DECISIVE
A VICTORY FOR WALL STREET AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR THE DOMINATION OF EUROPE,

The polls took place on the background of direct intervention by
Anglo-American  Imperialism with threats to cut off all aid
if the Ttalinns voted for the * Popular Front ™ lists dominated by the
Communist Party. During the election period America and Britain
attempted to undermine the Stalinists by offering to support the
return of Trieste to Ttaly.

According to reports from the State Department £1.000,000 was
spent from a special fund for the purpose of supporting the wruggle
in Haly. Thus, as after World War [, the
weapon of food and other support is wsed to buck up the forees of

ugatnyt fommunivm "

counter-revolution in Kurope.
MASS MOVEMENTS

When the election eampaign com-
menced the Allied reaction wus not |
at all sure of the victory of their |
puppets in Iraly., Ever the
fall of Muossolini the peningula has

end of the war. Through the
Marshall Plan the Imperialists liopw
1o prop np capitalism in the West
und prepuare for the future conflict
with the Soviet Union. This is the
froit of the poliey of Stalinism o
Western l':llln]w,

sinnes

becn the seene of o tremendons

upsurge on the part of the Ttalinn STALINISTS
Imsses., The disillusionment ) 4
following the “ liberation " by CONFUSE THE

Allied troops and the ending of the

WORKERS

wur hus heen intense, Ower the
past two years the hongry Italian e
masses  have moved into action Instead of explaining the role o

the Church and of the capitalists,
instead of attacking the hypocrisy
of capitulist nationnlism and

again and again.  Strike struggles
in Milan, Tarin, Genoa and other

peasants in the formerly backward |on America. Iustead of explaining

the need for workers and peasants

sonth. In September of last year ! L

n  million  agricultural  workers | vontrol of the state, the Stalinists
struck in the Po Valley, the strike I'(llTIlH'h'!lt with the capitalist
spreading (o Venotin, Rovige and | parties in demngogy  abont

consti-
tutionalism, liberty and domocrae
Their attempts to ||||i||l the Czech
erisiz px one sertled parely by eon
stitutional means conld not impres
any wavering elements as anything
but eynical lies, The Stalinists had

Ferrara  Provinees, They were
followed by 900,000 stee]l workers
who struck in the smne month, and
40,000 techniciany and employees in
textiles, A  million workers in
Rome, Torin and other large cities

demonstrated  against  the hunger voted in the Constitnent Assembly
government. An agricultural strike | for the Laterun Treaty between
invalving 20,000 1o 0000 ook | Mossoling and the Vatican to becoms

part of the Constitution. This makes
Catholieism the state religion and
gives the Charel special privileges

plaee near the capital and severnl
thousand peasants seized the lana
Sympathy strikes of the workers

Civitaveechin. and!] in the schools and _in the country.

took place in
Monte Rotondo. They guided the revolutionary
movergent of the muasses into hurm-
{‘.l’. PR!‘;‘S":[) l"ﬁ‘i l'ilullltu-h-,
FOR COALITION POPULAR BLOC
HAD GAINED

However, as late as September
20th ju  the  ltsbign. Barliagent,
et the leader  denged
any revolutionary intentions and

However, with tho Stalinists and
Socinlists foreed ont of the Govern-

in the '-]_H'tiim und hus helped in
the turning of ltalian capitalism
firmly in the direction of Washing-

Wing, the Southern part of Italy.
In the wmunicipal elections  on
November Sth in 143 munieipalities

tou. It ix interesting to note that | jneluding  Rome, Naples, Genon,
i the same ']"I"_'t" the Uomo Turiu, Florence and Palermo the
Qualnngue, o  semi-fascit  party Popular Bloe emerged us the
dlso asked for the co-operation of strongest foree.

the Christian Democrnts, The O.P-S.P. Block
ULt OCK

secnred TI5010 votes
Christian Democrats 3TD,588
Uowo QGualungne 231168 ..
Liberals . ”
Monurehists
Republicnns

THROWN OUT BY
GOVERNMENT

The employers and lasdowuers

induxtrialisation  and  the
struction  of  the  economy
| reuped by the upper strata of the

| bureancracy.

-
ar

The articles of myss cousumption
ure  of shockingly low quality,
| further aggravating the already low
| standards of the masses, The
purge ix intended to divert the |
‘:nr--miuu of the mas<ses from the |
[ real  criminals, aud make
mx of the lower rauks of the
| bureaucracy especially the seape-
| gout= for the crimes and failures of
the whole boreaucratic regime.

[ Staliniss

to

propagonds i thes |
| country made greut play of the
reduetion in prices, gunonneed  in

But it must have
anyone who gave
the problem n moment’s thought
| that  rednctions  in the price ol
tiotor cars, for instanee, could fHot

beon obvions t

l Huossin reccutly.
0

quantity and guality of |||'uduvr.‘;!
produced But  the buresucracy |
will mot give up jts tyrannous |
domination over the masses, its
power  and  privileges, Conse-
quently, they try constunitly by

means of ropressions and the find-
mg of seapegoats to  divert  thy
attention of the muasses from the
real oot of the ovils which beset
thew : arbitrary  and uneontrolled
rule by the officialdom,

Mowever, these covents  mirros
| the pressure  of  the [ussian |
workers and peasauts.  Theyy are
proof of the faer thar it is  im-
possible for the bureaueragy to
estublish  itself secorely. In the
long run the Hussian masses will
overthrow  the bureaueraey  and

introduce the Soviet system of true
workers democrney ns it existed n
the days of Lewin and Trotsky.

|

Muass protests by
Union nnd progressive organisations

in  Amerien  against  the deah
sentenevs for Mrs, Rosa Togrmon,
| Negro mother of 12 and her two

sons, Sammy, 14, and Wallaes, 16,
luve won a first vietory

Judge Willium M. Huiper,

l.\lil-'l'il'll\. “l‘"l'i:irl. \\|u- senteneed
| the' Ingram’s to the electrie chair
| for the self-defenve slaying of a
| white farmer, bern [oreed to
commute the life im-
prisoninent.

I _The National Associntion for the
| Adye of Colounrsl People,
it Licvedd, will appeal the ens
to higher courts in the bartle
free the Ingrawms,

Mrs. Ingram, a sharecropper, wis
attacked by o white neighbonr when
her pigs windered into s helds
Armed with o rifle, he threstemed
| ta shoot her and when she grabled

uf

s

senlenee Lo

I=
L

Negro Mothers’
Death Sentence

Commuted to Life Imprisonment

Labour, Trade | the

rifle he beat her severely, At
l||i.- |mi|tl her twin teen-age oS
ram te the aid of  their I‘Ilt'!‘dillg
mother. A blow on the head
resulted in-the death of the white
farmer,
The Tugram’s were  imediately
hanled off to juil, denied legal

right=s and found guilty by an all-

white nry, The lundlord  oons
fiscated the livestock avd tools of
the Ingrum family, The remuin-
ing lugram childmen, the youngest
of whom is 17 months, have been
living in a tiny shack since the
imprisonment  of their widowed
mother.

Muss  protest  has  saved  the
Tngrums from  the eleetrie  chair.
Miuss setion mast Yiow Ty Grganibed
to free Mes. Ingram amd ler tyvo

childeen from the Georgin prigons,

“MILITANT & ' 4

the Stalinists and Socialists ont of |of the South, the Popmlar Bloc
the Goverument. Meanwhile re- [ headed the poll with S80.8T0
{ wetion hnd =0 consoliduted  itself | comparison  with  the  Christian
that the Fuscists began their series | Demoeruts 390,125, In the pre-
| of provoeations und murders | vionus clections the  extrome e
against the militant clemwents within | actionary porties had  three tiw

| militant

Other Parties
The Popular Blo¢ improved their
positions in all the cities in com-
ln:]risnh \\':rh lhr fmnl-‘l' ;.:--r|--||||
election.  Even in Sieily, one¢ of
the most politienlly stagnant areas

having successfully used the Staliy-
ists and Socialists in the Cabinet
in order to prevent the workers
from seizing control, and having
rebuilt an apparatus of cepression,
at the behest of Wall Street, threw

the number of votes ws the parties
of the Popular Bloe.

the working elass, 1t was ou this
basis that the workers replied by
strike action agninst the
promises and organizations of the

DEMOCRATS
SET-BACK FOR THE
“WESTERN BLOCO™"

cities by the indostrial workers | ™ - Pt

have been followed by o movemend | HBE forw n..-'!_ the iden n.l' inter-
of the agrienltural workers in the | national Socialism, the Stalimsts
Po Vulley and, emulating their ex- viedl with the reaction in frensied
ample of the lunded labourers and chauvinism ; this in gicir attacks |

IN THE ITALIAN
STALINISTS AND
IN THE

time being. lu the meantime some
{of the Neuni Socinlists led by the
former Socialist Minister of the
Interior apparently intend ro split
towards the Right Wing Saragat
| Grouping which is to become part
{of the coalition Government with the
| Christian Democrats, The Stalin-
ist, di Vittorio, secretury-general of

the ltalian “ILULC.  which s
| dominated by the Commnuist Party,
| deelared  on the Marshall Plan

{anccording to the * Daily Herald*
of 22nd April and not demied by
the (LI%), * When someons wants
to belp you, it i ridienlons to Nlll]l
hime in the face™

NO LASTING
SOLUTION

The American  lmperinlists are
prepaving to rush supplies to Italy.
The Allics are already discussing

bringing Italy inte the Western
Bloe, iw., the joint conspiracy
ngninst the Soeinlist revaluotion in
Eorope  und  for wltimate  war

ngaibmst the Soviet Union,
Mennwhile, de

Linsper s soloet

ing und training a  police foree
from which * subyversive forees

have been  weoded oot ond  whic)
the ltalinn capitalists consider will
be entirely relinble for use against
the workers. With the lack of n
revolutionary tltermative the

I
cupitalists, especinlly with Marshnll
aid may in  tewpornrily
stabilising the sitnation. Boar soch
n sitnation eapnol endore for many

| yemrs,  The Christinn Democrats,
| like ull the middle-of-the-way
capitalist exploiters of the widdle
s nre doomed Lo |l|t'{lk nje. '!'lu-
urban  middle and  the
pensantx will swing anway to Itight
and to Left As the comvspondoent
of the * Daily Mail ™ remarks with

sy

elins

foreboding, n perumoent solution
hus not ar all been attalned. Ths
temporary stumpede of the