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Mass Demonstrations Sweep Ohio

Wool Workers

Discuss Need
F or Federation

N. England Delegates Of
25,000 Workers View
Autonomous Union

Make No Headway

UTW Officials Still Look
To Government And
Gen. Johnson

(Special te Labor Action)

PAWTUCKET, R. I.—One hun-
dred and fifty delegates represent-
ing 25,000 New Engiand woolen
and worsted workers organized in
locals of the United Textile Work-
ers of America held a meeting here
recently for the purpose of consider-
ing the formation of an autono-
mous federation of woolen and
worsted workers within the U.T.W.
of A., and & program of activity.

The program adopted by the con-
ference includes a demand for the
restoration of the 1929 wage scale;
reduction of hours to a maximum
of 86 in any one week; a “leveling
out process” to close the gap be-
tween wages in the low paid and
the high paid centers; “considera-
tion of the machine load” which is
a needlessly polite term for the
speedup; representation of labor
t on the woolen code authority; and
endorsement of the proposai of
General Johnson of the N.R.A. for
“wider use of mechanism for sett-
ling labor disputes in connection
with code administratior.”

William J. Dunlap of Rockville,
Conn: was chosen temporary chair-
man of the conference and Ira H.
Dickens of Allenton, R. 1. tempor-
ary secretary.

An effort is to be made to se-
cure a conference with the Nation-
al Wool Association and the follow-
ing were appointed a negotiating

committee for this purpose: Er-
nest Zenetti, Nasonville, R. I.;
Irene iGoyette, Uxbridge, Mass.;

Agnes Graham, Lawrence, Mass.;
Harry H. Pratt, Winooski, Vt.;
Charles W. Philburne, Norwich,
Conn.; Henry Gormier, Somerville,
Conn., and Gorge M. Jabor, Water-
ville, Me.

* * *

It is characteristic of the dila-
tory tactics so often and disas-
trously pursued by the U. T. W. of
A. that practically nothing was

done at this conference toward ac- |

tually building the autonomous fed-
eration of woolen and worsted
workers, in spite of the fact that
this was the main reason given for
calling the meeting and that the
situation in the industry most ur-
gently demands such a develop-
ment.

In opposition to the views of a
considerable percentage of the ranx
and file delegates, the union offi-
cials placed altogether too much de-
pendence upon the governmental
machinery for “settling” labor dis-
putes, machinery which in so many
instances has operated directly con-
trary to the interests of the work-
ers, and in the textile industry it-
self in the South has placed no
effective obstacle in the way of
the develonment of the speed-up
system.

MAY FIRST SPECIAL EDITION
Order Bundles Now!

Happy Seamen on Red Ship ’
Cheer Worried New Yorkers

By TESS HUFF

Crowds gathered at Pier 8.
Crowds kept on gathering at Pier
8. For there, almost in the shad-
ow of Wall Street, citadel of capi-
talism in the Western World, lay
the Soviet freighter Kim, the first
ship flying the Hammer and Sickle,
the red flag of revolution, ever to
enter the Port of New York.

The crowds were excited. Many
of the faces were tired and worried,
you saw dark marks of insecurity,
long months of looking for work.
At sight of the ship owned
by the Russian masses the faces
lit up. They were looking at or-
dinary seamen, who with other
workers and peasants in the Soviet
Union own the wealth of Russia, a
sixth of the earth. It was an ex-
traordinary sight in these Avaters.

Is It Better Than Capitalism?

Was it a better arrangement
than capitalism? Could you tell
by looking at the freighter? The
people on Pier 8 wanted to

know. They wondered how the
shipmen fared. Were they better
off than American workers, Amer-
ican sailors?

“Hiyi, you Russian Reds!” shout-
ed a man frcm the crowd, waving
kis arms!

The grinning citizens of the Sov-
iet Union waved back vigorously,
grinned some more, laughed,
danced about the deck, played
games. Two young women came
from the ship and joined them
They were the ship’s stewardesses.
Captain and officers ijoined the
game, played with the “ordinary”
seamen. Above them flapped the
bright red flag. Across the bay,
in the background, rose the big
buildings of Manhattan, grey
masses. The Empire State flung
upward like a long sword from the
dark fist of capitalism.

“Who Speaks Russian?”

“Loc): how clean,” said someone,
referring te the deck. “By God,

(Continued on Page 8)

“Don’t Tread on Me” Warn

Pensylvannia Unemployed

By MUNSEY GLEATON

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Eighteen
members of the State Executive
Committee of the Pennsylvania
Unemployed League met with Mr.
Alvin Guyler, Field Director of
the State Emergency Relief Ad-
ministration, for over two hours on
Tuesday, April 10th at which time
they presented a minimum exist-
ence budget for the unempleyed.
The budget, calling for cash relief
of $7.50 per week for couples;
$6.00 for single persons; free rent,
light, and gas, and a quart of milk
f~r each child under 13 years was
considered too generous for Guy-
ler. He declared that health au-
thorities have found no case of
malnutrition among the unem-
ployed, or any other indication of
endangered health. The P.U.L. will
meet Guyler again within ten days
to give evidence of undernourish-
ment among the* unemployed.

The day before this conference
with Guyler, preparatory demon-
strations were held simultaneously
by the local leagues throughout
the state. In each district, league
members marched through the
streets to their local relief head-
quarters. Here they massed to
make known their demands through
speeches.

Three thousand turned out in
Mouch Chunk. Allentown mem-
bers, a thousand strong, marched
through the center of the city un-
der the rattlesnake banner with the
slogan “Don’t Tread On Me.”
Thunderous applause greeted
Heimbach when he denounced the
slum sections into which the un-
employed have been driven, as
“ratholes infested with cockroach-
es.” Kocher pointed out that re-
lie! money was being mishandled.

The success of the leagues in
preventing evictions has resulted
in the organization of the land-

1T L. Forces Recognition
Of Miners Union

WELLSTON, Ohio.—The unem-
ployed league here cooperated with
a strike of miners and foicod ree.
ognition of the miners union.

icrds. Last week, twelve of them,
under police escort, forcibly en-
tered the home of an unemployed
man, loaded his few sticks of fur-
niture on a truck, drove off with it,
and left the family on the street.

This organization, known as The
Taxpayers Citizens League, has
publicly stated that it will see that
evictions are carried through in
spite of the unemployed league.
They have resorted to the old gag
of calling the leaders of the unem-
plcyea (leagues anarchists, reds,
radicals, instigators of mob rule,
ete. 1 an effort to discredit them
in the public eye.

A call has been sent out to all
the Lehigh®County leagues to get
every member to attend eviction
fights from now on, as a-counter-
attack upon the landlords.

WORKERS LIKE
LORE SPEECH

AWP Branch Grows

BALTIMORE. — Ludwig Lore,
member of the Provisional Organ-
izing Committee of the American
Workers Party sopke to an enthu-
siastic audience at the Workmen’s
Labor Lyceum here Sunday, April
8, on International Fascism and
How to Fight it. This was one of
a series of lectures by A. W. P.
members arranged for by the Bal-
timore League for Social Action
which is attracting city wide in-
terest.

The Baltimore branch of the
AWP is making rapid progress in
its efforts to build a real revolu-
tionary movement here.

WORKERS DON'T COUNT

German Consul Gen. William
Tannenberg says there is no Jew-
ish persecution in Germany.

That Jewish department store
owners are still allowed to operate
was cited as proof.

Apparently, Jewish workers do
not enter the picture at all.

FLASHES!

POLICE CAUSE RIOT

NEW YORK.—~Twenty-two stud-
ents were seciously injured by cops
who used clubs to break up an an-
ti-war demonstraiion staged by
more than 2,500 night school stud-
ents in Mrooklyn. The demonstra-
tion was preparatory to an anti-
war strike scheduled for 11 A, M.,
Friday April 13.

“Down with war!” “Money for
schools and not for battleships”
were the students’ slogans.

o
SCHOOL SYSTEM COLLAPSING

Two thousand rural schools in
24 states did not open in 1933.
Twenty thousand schools were
closed by April 1, 1934. Two mil-
lion, two hundred eighty thousand
children of school age are not in
schooi. Two hundred fifty thou-
sand qualified teachers are now
jobless.

©
STRIKE

DETROIT.—Strike of tool and
die makers, effecting at least 3,800
workers, called by Mechanics Edu-
cational Society. Five union locals
in Pontiac ignore automebile labor
tribunal. .

L
POTATOES UP 87%

WASHINGTON.—Prices of food
have risen 20 percent since March
15, 1933, reports United States bu-
reau of labor statisites. Flour has
gene up 60 percent; rice 36 per-
cent; potatoes 87 percent; navy
beans 43 percent; onions 60 per-
cent.

One Law For
The Rich, One
For the Poor

(Special to the Times-Picayune)

GREENWOOD, Miss. Feb. 16.—
0. C. Brown, Negro farmer, to-
day was sentenced by Judge S. F.
Davis to be hanged on March 23
for committing a hold-up with a
gun,

The Negro held up an Italian
peddler and goi 3i.85. Later he
shot and wounded a white member
of a citizens’ posse searching for
him and for this he received a 10-
year sentence in the penitentiary.

Brown was serving the sentence
when he was returned here last
month and tried on the hold-up
statute. The jury promptly con-
victed him, naming the death pen-
alty,

A * *

The above nev's item, scarcely
noticed by the capitalist press, in-
dicates a state of barbarism which
goes back to the middle ages. Let
those who talk glowingly about
the civilization which has been
achieved under capitalism take .-
tice. Let those who believe that
justice is guaranteed to every per-
son, worker and capitalist, here in
“democratic” America ponder the
tratment given this starving Ne-
irro who stole $1.85 and the treat-
‘reatment given thix starving Ne-
robs the government of millions

Of course, militant workers
knew that the government, state
and natfonal, whether in the South
or in the North, defeands the in-
terests of the rich against the poor.

/’
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Two Families
Put on Street;
Cops Club 3

Crowds Jeer Police Who
Dump House Furniture
In Columbus

Set “Street Home”

Late Bul-lgir Tells Of
Protest Demonstrations
Over State

BULLETIN
Mass demonstratons and

strikes of unemployed, spread-
in all sections of Omi, show
fighting spirit of workers is
rising. Six hundred Pharis
rubber workers, Newark, Ohio
strike with unemployed of
Licking County. Tweo thous-
and march out in Allen Coun- .
ty. Six counties out or strike.
Relief officers fear riots. Spec-
ial police guard State relief
Commissioners office.

COLUMBUS, Ohio—Three mem-
bers of the Ohio Unemployed
League, one a woman, were beaten
unconscious and sent to Mercy
hospital here and many others in-
jured when police used their clubs
and blackjacks on men and women
and children who protested against
an evicted family being sent to the
Salvation Army and having their
furniture stored by the police.

On Friday, March 30, bailiffs
and police, greeted with jeers and
cat-calls by a crowd of 400 unem-
ployed, brcke down the doors of
Elmer Schmidt, a CWA worker of
690 Mound Street, father of fiye
children and Charles McGuffin,
485 City Park Avenue, also father
of five, and put all their posses-
sions on the sidewalk.

“Street Homes” were immediate-
ly set up. Kitchens, living rooms
and bed-rooms were arranged.
Rugs were laid, tables set, fires
made, cooking - preparations went
on. That night both families slept
out with nothing but the sky for
2 roof.

The next morning at 10:30 a re-
presentative from Lieutenant Ned
Boggs of the State Relief Com-
mission called for McGuffin and
Schmidt. They were assured that
their furniture would not be mo-
lested until they returned.

But the “street homes” kept at-
tracting more and more attention.
Dozens of cars passed, stopped,
asked questions. People came from
all parts of the city. The papers
ran pictures and stories. At City
Park Avenue, the door of MeGuf-
fin's former home stood wide open.
At the Mound Street address the
windows had been nailed and the
doors boarded.

“What is the good liberal, Mayor
Worley doing?” people asked.
“Why can’t “the City Rental De-
partment get these pecple a
home?” asked some. “Well, if
they can’t find houses why don’t
they let them stay in these?’”

This kind “of publicity is not
good, especially for politicians who
profess to be liberals. Something
had to be done.

Mayor Worley had said: “Water-
loo or no Waterloo, I will not be a
party to throwing people out on
the streets”. General Henderson
had made the statement that no
one in Ohio was in need of food

(Continued on Page '2)
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Silk Workers
See Goal in
Nat’l Union

Paterson Mllltant% Tire
Of Do-Nothing Policy
Of Leaders

(Special to Lahur Action)
PATERSON, N. J.—A program
which includes an active campaign
to further the organization of silk
workers on a national basis has
been adopted by the newly organ-
ized YUnited Silk Workers Club of

this city. The lead has been taken
by a group of militants who are
opposed to the do-nothing policy of

the present leadership of the union,
a policy which has so weakened
their organization, the American
Federation of Silk Workers, that
a three per cent wage cut has been
put over by the manufacturers’ or-
ganizagion.

Contact is to be made with mili-
tants in other sections of the in-
dustry so that the new movement
will be able to function on a wide
front in advancing the union
among the unorganized.

The platform of the club stands
for the amalgamation of all work-
ers in the silk industry into one
union, organized nationally on an
industrial basis under the leader
ship of the A.F.S.W.; for the con-
solidation of the Paterson union as
the first step and the rapid exten-
sion of organization through drives
in Pennsylvania, New England and
the South, carried on in a militant
fashion.

The local program of action
calls upon the Paterson silk work-
ers to fight for contracts in the
industry that expire all at the same
time and limited to a six months
peried; clocks on all looms so that
work done may be accurately
measured and paid for; the clesed
shop; real industrial unionism; and
a fight for higher wages.

Membership of the club has been
increasing rapidly since its organ-
ization. Headquarters have been
estahliskod at 80 Market Street.

Whites Unite
With Negroes
-~ Against Cuts

-

PASS CHRISTIAN, Miss.—Pro-
testing against continued wage-cut-
ting and unemployment a large
group .of workers, Negro and
white, met here recently and form-
ed the Employes Protective Asso-
ciation. The new organization
pledges to fight for higher wages,
more &dequate relief for the unem-
ployed and better working condi-
tions.

Stanley Bentz who called the
meeting, invited Felton Ladnier,
“Slim” Gibson and Marvin Eu-

banks, officers of the Gulfport E.
P. A. to speak. They promised full
cooperation with the Pass Chris-
tian workers and were warmly ap-
plauded. In additien to the E.P.A.
officers from Gulfport Labor Al-
tionists J. E. Phelps, member of
the International Carpenters and
Joiners Union and Joe Drake Ar-
rington spoke,

Pass Christian has a population
of 3,000 and is one of the oldest
towns in the State. Its main in-
dustry is fish and oyster canuing.
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Paterson, N.J.

Dear Member:~-

nurdreds of times."

paying you cash dividends,

dues so as to carry on for you.

SILK MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION. INC,

#

"The Three Per cent reduction in wages pays your dues
This is only one of the many ways thies Association is

Will you ploui assiet us by cooperating in zending
in your dues, a bill for which i{s enclosed.

SILK MANUFACTUREBS ASSOCIAT'ICN,

PA KSSON. N 4

- M BARER
FARCUTh d SrcmeTany

April 3, 1934.

We must have your

Respectfully yours
INC.

Secretary.
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or shelter. A few weeks before,
when Governor White, under pres-
sure from the Ohio Unemployed
League had pardoned Jim Van
Meter who had been arrested on
a charge of trespassing for re-
sisting eviction, he had told the
delegation that he did not know
“these conditions prevailed.” Now
the Unemployed League had all
these officials on the spot as liars.
The public was becoming aroused
at the barbaric evictions of unem-
ployed workers.

McGuffin and Schmidt did not
return. People began to assemble.
More cops came. The truck to
take the furniture came rumbling
down the street. The unemployed
refused to let it be moved. The
truck moved away and came back,
around the block. Lieutenant New-
port called his cops in a huddie—
Like mad men they rushed the
“street home” swinging clubs and
blackjacks.

Rollo Lambert, a war veteran,
was the first victim. He went
down. Another gang of brave cops
were on Biil Reich, a League leader
who had called on the unemployed
to protest the outrage. While he
was down and unconscious they
slugged him in the face with black-
jacks. To defend themselves
against these bloody “defenders of
law and order” the unemployed
grabbed pans of dishwater, soup
and dishes.

Mrs. Jennie Hyser was clubbed
on the head from behind by a gal-
lant cop and while down kicked
and beaten. She got up and col-
lapsed. Mother Hill, 60, took the
speakers stand after Reich was
knocked 'out. Two cops grabbed
her and dragged her to the patrol
wagon. But no arrests were made
at the, time.

At the hospital every effort was
made to keep League members
and relatives from seeing the vic-
tims. Police tried to get Mrs. Hy-
ser to sign a statement,’ threaten-
ing her with 90 days in prison.
Treatment in the hospital was a
continuation of brutality. Bill
Reich was the only one arrested.
He was booked on charges of dis-
orderly conduct and resisting an
officer.

But police and politicians  will
learn that the fight has just be-
gun. Monday, following the battle,
@ thousand unemployed packed
City Council Chamber demanling
suspension of the police and a stop
to evictions. In the fiery speeches,
cheered by the unemployed, Verne
Bauhof, secretary of the Ohio Un-
League, Floyd Klein-
Arthur Wedemeyer and Ar-
no!d Johnson denounced city and
state officials. “You act like a
bunch of gangsters and tyrants”
cried Johnson, while Mayor Worley
refused to answer,

employed
lein,

Evictions have been stopped for

Protests have

the time being.

Ohio Cops Club Unemployed
Three Sent to the Hospltal

poured.in from all over the coun-
try.

“The fight is not over,” ‘eclares
William R. Truax, president of the
0. U. L. “The fight is not limited
to Columbus, Ohio. All over the
country the same thing is happen-
ing. Evictions have got to stop,
children are not going to be sep-
arated from their homes and fami-
lies. The Unemployed League will
fight this out to the end.”

Spy System

Montgomery Ward Company
common stock holders are being
circularized by the Stockholders’
Association with demands for a re-
organization of the Beard of Direc-
tors, because there haven’t been
enough profits lately. In 1933 these
profits amounted to $2,660,000,
but they shouid have been $10,-
300,000 in comparison with Sears
Roebuck figures, it is claimed, and
this failure they charge, is due to
the mismanagement, ignorance and
irresponsibility of the present
Board of Directors who operate an
“extensive detective system which
breeds dishonesty in the organiza-
tion.”

Monday, April 16, 1934.

\

Low Rent Hous‘ing
In South Is Bad
Survey Discloses

NEW YORK—(FP) — Housing
conditions in the soutn for both
white aad colored workers and
their families are generally un-
safe, unsanitary, uvnbealtly and
ugly, accoiding to Helen Alfred,
secretary of the Natl. Public Hous-
ing Conference, reporting in New
York after a 30 days’ tour of
southern states. All along she ob-
served that tRe only low-rent
housing was bad housmg

But she found hope in housing
projects being worked out in con-
junction with the Federa! Emer-
gency House Corp., and in the
swing of public opinion against
those who profit by renting wretch-
ed habitations to the poor.

“In almost every community I
visited,” Mis Alfred said, “owners
of run-down dangerous Negro
property are being labeled bad cit-
izens.”

Cities
Louisville,

in her survey included
Memphis, Nashville,
Birmingham, Montgomery, New
Orleans, Savannah, Charleston,
Richmend and St. Peterburg. In
each of these advocates of decent
living for workers awaited action
by state legsilatures enabling crea-
tion of a 'municipal housing au-
thority.

NO INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
BOARD WANTED

WASHINGTON.—There will be
no board of industrial relations in
the legitimate theatres if the
unions can help it. They have so
notified NRA officials.

“The very moment you confer
power on a court in the industrial
world,” declared the counsel for
the American Federation of Music-
ians, “you unnecessarily take away
the most cherished thing the Amer-
ican worker has—the right to bar-
gain collectively. As far as the
members of the union are concern-
ed, they need no interference by
the government.”

“If the proposed provision i§ in-
serted into the code,” stated Pres.
Frank Gilmore of Actors Equity,
“it will be my duty to ask the
governing board of Actors Equity
to withdraw from the code author-
ity. An industrial relations board
would bring danger to our organ-
ization.” His stand was upheld by
the theatrlcal and stage employes
union.

Stress FDR’s
Bankruptey in
First Meeting

Allegheny League Votes
Mass Demonstrations
For May Day

By E. R. McKINNEY

PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Bankruptey
of the Roosevelt “new deal” and
the bungling, inefficiency and
graft” in the administration of the
CWA were points stressed in the
report of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Allepheny County Divi-
sion of the Pennsylvania Unem-
ployed League at its first county
convention here Saturday, April 7.

The 33 delegates present voted
to accept the following recom-
mendations of the executive com-
mittee.

That the League demand rec-
ognition by the county relief
board; that the P.U.L. abstain
from entering into negotiations
with other unemployed organi-
tions of unemployed groups;
that all united front proposals
he referred to the branches for
referendum vote; and that the
League celebrate May Day by
holding an outdoor mass meet-
ing.

The delegates also voted to make
dues of five cents per member per
month throughout the county uni-
form.

Officers elected were: Frank Ir-
vin, Chairman; Clarence Barnes,
Viee Chairman, E. R. McKinney,
Executive Secretary and Chairman
of the committee on education and
entertainment; John  Sullivan;
Treasurer; R. W. Reilly, Organiz-
er; Mrs. Clarence Barnes, Record-
ing Secretary; Chester Gillette,
chairman, of relief committee and
Frank Shaw, chairman of the com-
mittee of action.

LOS ANGELES, Cal.—Members
of the A.W.P. branch here are co-
operating in the strike of the work-
ers at the Kurtzan’s Pants Shop,
under the auspices of the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers. Pickets
and speakefs have been furnished
by the branch.

CAPITALISM IN THE SOUTH
May 1st Special Edition

Dramatic Victories in Pa.

By ANTHONY RAMUGLIA

ALLENTOWN, Pa.—Since the
state convention of the unemployed
leagues here January 27-28, the
state organization, the Pennsyl-
vania Unemployed League, set up
at the convention, has achieved
dramatic victories for the unem-
ployed, and the hitherto isolated
activities of the local leagues, un-
der direction of the state office,
have been coordinated and unity of
action effected.

The extent to which the P.U.L.
has succeeded in its work during
the two short months of its ex-
istence was vividly illustrated Mon-
day, April 9, at noon, when more
than 50 leagues in six counties o1
the state simutaneously came out
on demonstrations.

These demonstrations, called by
the state committee of the P.U.L.
in connection with a maximum ex-
istence budget fight, will show the
relief authorities in Harrisburg the
power behind our demands. That,
we feel sure, will have more weight
than the justice of our case.

That the new organization has
been able to show such remarkable
growth in sucn a short time is
due not only to the directive per-
sonnel of the P.U.L., but to the
growing discernment 'of the mass-
es themselves. The humblest mem
ber of the League has come to
realize that only concerted action
on a wide basis can get results. It
is no longer a matter of bringing
pressure upon local functionaries to
get proper consideration, but of
bringing pressure upon the state

govirnmenta apparatus, and event-

ually upon the national govern-
ment itself.

Of course this sense ¢f state uni-
ty of the Pennsylvania unemployed
had to be developed and hammered
in by the most advanced elements.
At the state convention in Janu-
ary that was tHe main theme of
discussion. State and National
unity; organizational unity; unity
in action and in all phases of our
activities.

The proper frame of mind was
established at the convention.
There remained the job to be done,
however. The officers of the
League had on hand as material
means for the realization of this
purpose $36 collected at the con-
vention. They went ahead and
rented an office, equipped it with
desks, chairs, typewriter, files,
mimeographing machien, telephone,
etc., with the confidence that the
pennies and nickels would come
in from the unemployed. That
confidence was well placed. All
things have been paid for. Tkis,
too, the tinemployed have learrid;
they must finance their own move-
ment, terribly hard pressed as they
are.

The P.U.L. did not have to wait
long for an opportunity to de-
manstrate its usefulness. In
Northampton county CWA was
being administered according to
political ethics an dnot according
to the needs of the unemployed.
Democratic and Republican ward
heelers were getting the jobs while
those who needed them got noth-
ing. The Northampton League pro-
tested to the CWA administration.

B e —

Nothing came of it. Mr. Reynolds,
the administrator, sent the com-
mittee to Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox sent
them to Mr. Healy; Mr. Healy re-
ferred them to the Borough man-
ager; the Boro Manager sent them
back to Mr. Reynolds.

The committee got mad. What
could be done? Why not get ad-
vice from the state office of the
League in Allentown? They came
and told their story. Bill Kocher,
Louis Breier, and Anthony Ramu-
glia, organizers, went to Northamp-
ton and addressed the local league
at its next meeting. A stoppage
was decided for the next morning.

Bright and early, 200 men
marched to the project and pulled
the workers out. The job was
stopped. Police and deputy sher-
iffs came to the scene. The
sheriff sevt for the committee,
The committee told him there
would be more trouble the next
day. The sheriff called Harris-
burg on long distance. And, lo
and behold, the next day Mr. F.
Woods Beckman, assistant state
CWA administrator, put in an ap-
pearance at the office of the Penn-
sylvania Unemployed League. Ac-

| tion brought results.

Mr. Beckman came again to the
state office of the league a week
later. This time it was Lehigh
County. ilr. Grossart, county
CWA administrator, had ordered
a general wage cut of 20 percent
on all CWA jobs, affecting 8,500
men. This was done, as subse-
quent events proved, at the insist-

(Continued on Page 6)
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Red Ship Kjm
Cheer Tired
New Yorkers

“Heard America Is Rich”
Say Soviet Girls Met
By Hungry People

(Continued from Page 1)
they do look happy,” said another.
I’ll stowaway on that ship,” said
another. “Who speaks Russian?”
someone called.

But the crowds who came to Pier
8 that day were disappointed They
didn’t get the inside story of how
the Kim’s crew of 37 fared. U. S.
seamen sleep in bunks and live in
grimy forecastles.

Later the story was told by An-
na Romanchenko, 23, and Mary
Eyrghina, 26, the stewardesses. Re-
porters were hustled off by city
editors to get “huma interest
stuff” for the big capitalist dailies
Anna and Mary talked with the
reporters in the ship’s club room.
On the wall was hung the slogan,
“Ahead to the world’s revolution.”

“What Do You Think Of New
York?”
“What do you think of New
York ?” they were asked.

Anna did most of the answer-
ing. She spoke in Russian. It
was interpreted. Anna had deep
dimples, blue eyes, both young wo-
men looked extremely healthy.

“I wouldn’t live in New York,
not for anything,” said Anna.
“The women use too much lipstick,
they are not healthy, they look
worried. I never saw so many
ugly houses. I heard America is
the richest country in the world,
but the people around the docks
do not look rich. They look sad.
But I like American men. I do not
want any silk stockings.”

They were acked if they liked
their work.

“I Heard That America Is Very
Rich”

“Oh sure,” said Anna, “Mary
and I make the beds and clean the
cabins. They are real beds too.
Everyone has a separate room. I
am told American sailors never
saw such. They sleep in crowded
bunks and the ships are not clean.
We like the work. We want to see
the world very much. The people
in Russia are happy. We have a
nice time. I am distressed to see
80 many hungry people on the
Piers. I heard that America is
very rich.”

Fine, healthy, happy women, said
the human interest stories in the
capitalist press. The sailors and
the officers eat at the same table.
They failed to say that American
workers will have to do what the
Russian workers did, overthrow
capitalism, before they can have
anything like it.

AWP CONFERENCE

“The Coming American Revo-
lution” evidently interests a lot of
people, from Dr. Wirt down, for
inquiries about the two week-end
copferences on this subject are
coming into the AWP office stead-
ily.

The opening day April 14 will
lay the “Theoretic Foundations,
and on the 15th “Social Forces in
America Today” will be discussed.
“The Crisis at Hand” on the 21st,
and “Impending Struggles for
Power” on the 22nd complete the
course, the mateiial of which it is
hoped to publish in pamphlet form.

Twenty speakers, specialists in
different fields of spcial theory and
action, wili provide the material
for discussion by the students. A.
J. Muste, J. B. S. Hardman, V. F.
Calverton, Sidney Hook and James
Burnham will be chairmen of the
sessions,

Admission to the course is $2;
to a single session 85c.

NEWARK AWP BRANCH
FIGHTS CO. UNIONS
NEWARK, N. J.—A systematic
campaign against company union-
ism in this locality has been de-
cided up . by the Naewark branch
of the A.W.P.

SOVIET BANNER FLIES IN NEW YORK PORT

\

The Soviet’s red flag, with the sickle-and-hammer and the Soviet
star, flew for the first time in New York harbor when the Kim, a
freighter from Odessa, brought a shipment of wine and cement to trade
for American-made machinery. The ship’s name, Kim, is made up of
the initials of the Communist Intl. of Youth.

The following article is contributed
by a worker in the fur industry. The
problem with which it deals, dual or
sectarian unionism, is an especially
important one in the necedle industry
and mneeds to be frankly discussed.
Labor Action welcomes this article and
extends an inwitation to workers in
other industries to use its pages for
discussion of their problems. Such dis-
cussion, it goes without saying, must
be frank and factual, and the names
of the wwriters must accompany .heir

although names awill not be
printed unless desired.  Also, artic.;
should not be more than 200 awerds in
length.

* *x %

Someone venturing into Seventh
Avenue around 28 and 31 Streets,
seeing the police concentrated on
every corner, might wonder at such
an armed camp in the heart of
New York.

This is the fur district, where a
long bloody feud has been carried
on for leadership of the fur work-
ers. Once the best organized and
best paid workers in the entire
needle industry, they are now com-
pletely disorganized and impover-
ished. Instead of fighting the com-
mon enemy, they have engaged in
a suicidal warfare among them-
selves. For the furriers are blessed
with two unions: one belongs to
the A. F. of L., the other is a sec-
tion of the Communist Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union.

The Industrial Union claims to
have the support of a majority of
the workers. This is disputed by
the Joint Council, the A. F. of L.
union, who ask, “How claim & maj-
ority of the furriers when your
gangsters, hooligans and neurotic
women intimidate those who dare
to question your tactics; when your
gorillas visit our members in their
homes to frighten them from work-
ing in shops that have signed up
with us?”

Some people say that the major-
ity of the furriers support the In-
dustrial Union. They ask why
doesn’t the Joint Council close its
office, and leave them the field?
They forget that until about a year
ago the Industrial Union was alone
in the fur market, and failed mis-
erably to improve conditions.

This failure was due primarily
to policies imposed by the Commu-
nist Party, which was determined

Dual Unions Hit Fur Workers,
Koenig Says in Forum Letter

tant members of the Industrial
Union are isolated and ignored be-
cause they disagree with the Com-
munist Party. Such a ‘union’ is
itself doomed to isolation. In other
sections of the needle industry con-
ditions improved noticeably during
the past year. The furriers are
now worse off than ever, because
a Communist controlled union is
apart from the organized labor
movement, and must perp. tually
wage war against all workers who
are in disagreement with the lead-
ership of the Communist Party.

If all furriers would decide to
join the International, it would
soon be able to lead a vigorous
fight for the interests of the work-
ers in the fur industry, as it did
before internal dissension ruined
the organization.

—Leon Koenig.

Bet Us Be «“Thankful”

“We are indeed devoutly thank-
ful for present mercies, but may I
add that for what we are about to
receive may the Lord make us
truly thankful,” said Sir Robert
Hadfield, congratulating English
stockholders on the bountiful pros-
pects for the armament business.

*

* %

“We are very grateful to the
President and Gen. Johnson that
that they have been able to find a
settlement in accord with the prin-
ciples in which we believe.’- ~Alvin
Macauley, chairman of the board
of the Natl. Automobile Chamber
of Commerce.

SUBSCRIBE TO
LABOR ACTION NOW!

1 100 Girls
\Win Work for All !

®

NEW YORK.—Sitting at their
benches with folded hands 100 girls
who sew gowns for the Hearsts
and the Morgans refused to work
until “there is work for us all.”
The swanky Hattie Carnegie dress-
making shop was paralyzed.

“In 1929 there were 260 of us,”
explained a striker, brushing back
her hair. “Now there are only 1356
of us. Soon there won’t be any.
The boss has been sending the
work to non-union shops. We won’t
work until the girls are brought
back, all of them.”

Result: for the first time in four
vears all the girls are back at
work in the shop.

“Not because Carnegie had a
change of heart, either,” the girls
explained. “But because 100 dress-
makers struck together.”

They are members of Local 38
of the International Ladies’ Gar-
ment Workers Union.

StudentdStrike
Armed At War
Thousands Qh;;Classes In

One Hour Strike:
Dean Threatens

NEW YORK.—A one hour strike
of high school and college stud-
ents was held on April 13 in the
face of threats and intimidations
by the authorities. The strike was
directed against the huge navy-
building program of Roosevelt and
accelerated war preparations, and
was part of nation-wide anti-war
demonstration called by a united
front of the National Student
League, the Student League For
Industrial Democracy, and the
American League Against War and
Fascism.

At City College, students assem-
bled despite a wariiug from Dean
Gottshall that “any student who
wishes to cut his 11 o’clock class
may do so, but he will have to suf-
fer the consequences”.

Students of Long Island Univer-
sity, Brooklyn College, and Seth
Low Junior Coliege held militant
protest meetings on the L. I. U.
campus.

At Columbia University a few
members of the faculty, who had
originally indorsed the strike call,
withdrew their support on the
grounds that they did not agree
with the method used to protest
against war. Two thousand stud-
ents gathered on the steps of the
library of the University to listen
to speakers.

Five hundred students at N.Y.
U. participated in a meeting held
during the one hour strike. They
were addressed by a number of
speakers including James Burn-
ham, Sidney Hook and Robert Ges-
ner. Representatives from the
Liberal Club and the Economics
Club took part in the demonstra-
tion,

BILOXI, Mass.—-Organization of
the American Workers Party is
growing steadily in this state. A
number of new members have
joined the party and its influence
is increasing among workers’ or-
ganizations,

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal—Lil-
lian Syrnies, co-author of “Rebel A-
merica,” is among the new mem-
bers added to the A.W.P. branch
here.
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to have its way. Today, many mili-

Please enroll me as a member of the

to secure 10 subs by July 4th,

[[] Please send me full details of the cam-

paign and suggestions how [ may co-
operate.

VANGUARD OF 100

Deport Vietim
Has Farewell

Hour Apr. 20

Bellusi Dinner Will Raise
Funds For Fare
To S. America

NEW YORK.—Anthony Bellusi,
deportation victim, will address

an anti-fascist dinner in his honor
Friday, April 20, at Stuyvesant
Casino, Second Ave. and Ninth
Street. Other speakers will be A.

J. Muste, chairman of the Amer-
ican  Workers DParty; James P.
Cannon, of the Communist League
of America; Quincy Howe, editor
of Living Age; Herbert Solow, of
the Provisional Committee for
Non-Partisan Labor Defense, and
Carlo Tresca, editor of 11 Martello.

Bellusi an anti-fascist and
trade unionist who was forced to
flee from Italy because of his op-
position to Mussolini. Entering
this country in 1924 and working
as a coal miner in Pennsylvania
he has continued his trade union
and anti-fascist activities.

On June 17, last year, Bellusi
was picked up by federal agents at
a Khaki Shirt meeting addressed

is

by Art Smith. His home was
searched and radical literature
found. Thereupon he was ordered

deported back to Italy, where death
or long penal servitude awvaits him.

After 10 months in jail he has
been released on bail. He has fur-
ther won the right of voluntary
departure to South America. He
must leave before May 1, however,
otherwise he will be handed over
to Mussolini's butchers. And he
is penniless.

The dinner is being held to raise
the necessary money to pay his
fare, and to protest the action of
the United States government in
deporting him. Tickets will be 50
cents éach and admission after din-
ner 15 cents. Reservations may
be made through New York Branch
of the A.W.P. at 112 East 19th
Street, New York City.

MAY FIRST SPECIAL EDITiON
Order Bundles Now!

N. Y. Notes

May Day Edition

The New York Branch has or-
dered four thousand copies of the
Special May Issue of LABOR AC-

TION. .
* R K
They Learn Nothing
The decline of the League

against War and Fascism has
taught the Socialists nothing. Their
“Conference against War”, held in
Town Hall last week, went the
League one better.

Initiated ostensibly by a commit-
tee of Liberals and Socialists “act-
ing as individuals”, but actually
manipulated by the Norman Thom-
as wing of the Socialist Party, it
proceeded by easy stages to the
Town Hall meeting where six hun-
dred delegates were asked to vote
for resolutions they were not per-
mitted to discuss.

In a joint statement, the AWP
and the Communist League of A-
merica criticized the manner in
which the Conference was initiated
and its sessions conducted, and de-
manding the election of a commit-
tee to call another and bioader con-
ference to which all organizations
opposed to war would be invited.
*x k%

Stevedore

Workers’ organizations have al-
ready - bought more than $4,000
worth of tickets for “Stevedore”,
new Theatre Union production
which opens next week at The
Civic Repertory Theater.

Based on the lives of Louisiana
dock workers, it shows how Negro
and white workers are kept divid-
ed by prejudices stirred up by the
ruling class.

Workers are urged to see “Steve-
dore” on Tuesday, April 24, and so
help the AWP which has arranged

a Theatre Party for that evening.
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NATION-WIDE DEMONSTRATION

N Columbus, in Minneupolis, in Allentown and

many other places the unemployed have given
their answer to the abandonment of CWA and the
drive to cut down relief appropriations. They are
fighting. They are demanding jobs, resisting wage
cuts, storming the doors of relief authorities.

If the grand gesture of the CWA led some of the
unemployed to believe that the unemployment prob-
lem had been solved, that notion has been complete-
ly shattered. The unemployed workers must think
of themselves as permanently unemployed. This is
true even when a particular individual holds a job
now and then with CWA, PWA, XYZ, or a private
employer.

That means that the unemployed must have strong
and stable crganizations. The need for the NATION-
AL UNEMPLOYED LEAGUE and the correctness
of its policy are more clear than ever.

A local strike or demonstration of the unemployed
gets attention and gets results. A militant state
strike or demonstration will get more attention and
greater results. A nation-wide demonstration of the
unemployed would shake our insane and cruel econ-
omic system to its foundations.

The American Workers Party says to the unem-
ployed: Build jour local unemployed leagues. Join
them together in county organizations. Unite these
in a strong state unemployed league. Call a con-
vention for this purpose immediately if an organiza-
tion has not already been set up. Local, county,
state leagues, join the National Unemployed League
(headquarters: 214 East Rich St., Columbus, Ohio).

The convention at which the N.U.L. was organ-
ized on July 4, 1933, was époch-making in the labor
history of this country. The July convention to be
held this year in Columbus will be even greater.
Not only must all the existing leagues be repre-
sented at Columbus; preparations for the Colum-
bus convention must include the building of hundreds
of new local, county and state organizations.

Build the National Unemployed League! Prepare
for the March to Columbus!

“GET OUT OF HERE”

THE striking shipbuailding workers in Camden,
N. J., the Campbell Soup Company strikers in
the same city and the Knitgoods' workers in Phiia-
delphia showed good horse sense when they said to
NRA Labor Board agents coming in to “mediate”
their strike: “Get out of here. Our union will deal
directly with the bosses. We have sent them our de-
mands, The proper place for them to address their
ansWer is to us and to nobody else.”

The only way the workers can get anything is
through the power, courage and intelligence of their
own organization. The notion that government
agencies can get better bargains, work some kind of
magic for them, is absurd. What these government
agencies do, demonstrated so dramatically /in the
Budd and Weirton cases, the automobile ‘“settle-
ment” and others, is to cause delays, to evade is-
sues, sow confusion. They play into the employers’
hands by keeping the workers from striking when
they know the iron is hot.

The A. F. of L. unions in automobiles are realizing
this now. The Independent Tool and Die Makers
Union in the automobile industry, the Mechanics
Education Society saw it from the start, and de-
nounced the automobile “settlement” as a joke. The
MES are putting their demands directly to the
employer with the flat declaration that they will
strike and tie up the whole induﬂr{ if their de-
mands are not yet granted.

The American Workers Party pledges its utmoe*
support to the workers as they sweep aside the
cobwebs of cenfusion and misleadership, organize
unions that depend for strength on the solidarity
and militancy of the workers and not on favors
from the bosses or the government,

THAT RED PLAN OF OLSON'S
HREE weeks ago the Farmer-Labor Party held
their convention in St. Paul. Under the leader-
ship of the prize demagogue of the Middle West,
Floyd Olsen, Farmer-Labor governor of Minnesota,
the convention voted what the capitalist press calls
a Red Communist program,

The convention went on record for state owner-
ship of utilities, factories, mines, means of com-
munication, and nearly everything eise EXCEPT
FARMS. It decided to run candidates in ‘the states
surrounding Minnesota and to work toward a na-
tional Farmer-Labor convention.

There are two important lessons to be drawn from

i g

———

this convention. First: The discontent of the work-
ers and farmers of the United States is growing
more rapidly than ever, and, as it grows, maay
groups that call themselves radical are going to
come to the front. They will serve to lead aside
the militant workers and farmers from the true
revolutionary solution, and ultimately may even di-
rect them toward fascism. We must watch care-
fully all farmer-labor political movements. We
must win the best o their following for a truly
revolutionary programi,

Second: Though Olsen is a shameless demagogue,
he is a slick politician, and would not come out as
a “red” unless he knew the majority of Minnesota
voters were getting close to a really radical posi-
tion. This is true in other parts of the country be-
sides Minnesota. And it means that the correct revo-
lutionary party-——the American Workers Party-—
must come out openly and clearly .

In many districts the Red Scare no longer scares
anyone. In these districts it is time to shout, not to
whisper, that we are reds.

WAR AND THE MASSES

few day ago the 17th anniversary of the entry

of the United States into the World War
was ‘“celebrated.”” The “celebration” largely took
the form of various meetings at which military
preparedness for the next war was stressed.

This is regarded as “patriotic” by many. We think
it is more truly “patriotic” to point out on this oc-
casion a few salient facts.

Nearly 10 million soldiers were killed in the last
war. Cver 20 million more were wounded. Prisoners
or “missing” numbered 6 million. Famine, disease
and pestilence killed 28 million people among the
civiltlan population alone, Nine million children
were left fatherless as a result of the war. War
widows numbered about 5 million. Ten million were
rendered homeless due to the war.

With rare exceptions these wounded, homeless,
fatherless, dead came from among the workers
and farmers,

The direct money cost of the war was over 200
billion dollars. For the United States alone it was
22 billion. The indirect costs, such as property dam-
age, amounted to another 150 billion for all coun-
tries, '

These billions were paid, are still being paid, by
the mass of the workers and farmers in all these
lands including the United States. Closely linked
up with the war is the present world-wide depres-
sion with the unemployment and misery which it
has brought in its train.

When you turn to what the war meant to the lords
of industry and finance you see a very different
picture.

For every person killed or wounded in the war,
experts have estimated that a profit of $12,000 was
made by the capitalist class. Profits of leading
American corporations ranged from 25 to 3,000 per
cent during the war years. Eighteen leading U. S.
companies increased their net profits of 74 million
for 1912-14 to 337 million for 1916-18. The num-
ber of known millionaires in the U. S. increased
from 7,500 in 1914 to about 25,000 in 1918,

The only fitting way to observe the anniversary
of such an “event” is for the masses to rally anew
to abolish war by smashing the capitalist system
which breeds unemployment, poverty, insecurity, and
in a pinch slaughters a few million workers in or-
der to save the profit system and fatten up the
profiteers.

SHORTS
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Hitler seems to be making great headway. Two
hundred thousand women have been thrown out of
work, 250,000 boys and men are in work camps,
while living rosts have increased 10 per cent and
industrial production has fallen off between 3%
and 6 per cent compared with 1933. And that is
what happens when in a crisis the workers fail to
kick out the bosses and take control.

* % X

“Senate Committee gets sweeping power to in-
vestigate Munitions Trusts”—newspaper headline.
But the gentlemen who do the investigating will
get sore when they learn that the Senate provided
only $15,000. These capitalist investigating com-
mittees do need lots of money. But then, the muni-
tion trusts have plenty, we suppose.

* Kk %

And the gentlemen in Washington have just done
another fine thing. The gentlemen in Washington,
as everybody knows, are elected by the “people” to
preserve capitalism for the capitalists. So -they
have just said “No” to paying off the millions of
small depositors who have money frezen in the
banks. Nice pickings!

JOIN THE AMERICAN WORKERS PARTY

American Workers Party
112 East 19th Street
New York City,

Comrades: Please send me information on how
to become a member of the American Workers
Party.

L SR -

Monday, April 16, 1934.

Fascism and General
Strikes in France

by A.

R. M.

This article is written by a former leading member of the German
Commuiist Party who has been living in Paris during the past year.

Paris, March 31, '34

T started with a scandal. An at-

tempt to overthrow the govern-
ment followed: that was the real
significance of the armed march of
fascist and semi-fascist organiza-
tions on the Place de Concorde on
February 6. The moderate reac-
tionaries in the government an-
swered with a comic-opera rebel-
licn in which they called Gaston
Doumergue, ex-President of the
Republic, to the head of the gov-
ernment and installed a member of
the General Staff in the War Min-
istry. The French working class
replied with its imposing general
strike of February 12, an event
that may assume extraordinary
significance if French labor will
follow up the splendid plan
with which it struck its first
blow against faseism and reaction
with the conscious policy and a
clearsighted strategy that both of
tne French labor parties have hi-
therto lacked.

The Stavisky scandal showed
everyone in France how irtimately
high government officials, promi-
nent parliamentarians and busi-
nessmen are allied with eriminals,
police, the judiciary and the espio-
nage division, The Chautemps
government was called a Stavisky
government, and for good reason.
The malodorous cross-currents
have not yet been explored; nor
are they likely to be for the time
being, for the men of the Right
who had the temerity to present
themselves to the public as lily-
handed heralds of law and order
are themselves involved in scan-
dals no less outrageous. Indeed
not a few of them are as directly
implicated in the Stavisky affair
as any of the Dalimier-Chautemps
crew. Monsieur Chiappe, ex-police
prefect of Paris whom the reac-
tionaries have elevated to the role
of national hero, is as deeply in-
volved in the Stavisky mess as any
of “beau Alexander’s” immediate
accomplices. For Tardieu, the
most prominent figure in the Cab-
inet Doumergue, to fulminate
against the corruption of govern-
ment officials is not grotesque, it is
disgusting. For not only was Tar-
dieu involved in the Oustric bank
swindel: it is a public secret that
he was implicated in flagrantly
criminal financial operations be-
fore the War to his own profit and
that of the men behind him. He
engineered the theft of documents
from the Foreign Ministry to in-
criminate the French ambassador
in Constantinople who opposed a
railroad concession in which Mr.
Tardieu was interested and saw to
it, when Germuny’s African colo-
nies were divided among the Allies,
that the border lines were drawn
to coincide with the interests of a
certain firm which afterward show-
ed Tardieu its concrete apprecia-
tion.

The Real Issue Is—War

HIS vociferous clamor over

filth and corruption and the
wild music with which the Parisian
press accompanies this tedious
theme distracts the attention of
the public from the real issue in
the present crisis: who will head
the French government to prepare
for the war that ostensibly no one
wants, yet everyone is waiting for,
The childish conception that Hit-
ler’s achievements abroad and at
home have left the reactionary
bourgeoisie in  “freedom-loving
France” indifferent and unenvious
may appeal to those who live in a
roseate world of idealistic illugions;
it has nothing in common with
harsh reality.

The alleged pacifism of French
foreign policy, a pacifism that has
its roots nct in racidl and national
tendencies but in its favored posi-
tivn as victor of the War, has gone
by the board. Face to face with
a fascist Germany armed to the
teeth and vibrating with an im-
perialist desire for revenge, iso-
lated from its associates in the
World War, suffering from the be-
lated and as yet weak repercus-

sions of the world economic crisis,
aggressive elements in the French
bourgeoisie more realistic, certain-
ly, than those liberals who flop
blindly from their pacifist princi-
ples into the arms of the “National
Union,” are calling for an imita-
tion of fascist methods. Parlia-
mentary democracy must be abol-
ished, the growing offensive of la-
bor suppressed and the couatry
prepared for the war that must
come, by a process of boundless
chauvinistic demagogery. A few
thousand fascists in a single dem-
onstration demanding the retire-
ment of the pacifist and democratic
“Leftist” government of the “Ja-
cobite” Daladier, sufficed to send
them into the jingo camvp. They
demanded the retirement of Dala-
dier to secure Mr. Chiappe'’s re-
turn. Stavisky overthrew Chau-
temps; Chiappe overthrew Dala-
dier, Frot and Cot. The Jacobites
of old sent reaction to the gallows.
Their successors in our times with-
drew aiter firing a few shots on
the reactionary insurgents.

The Demonstration of the Royalist
Guards
HE well-organized demonstra-
tion staged by the royalist
guards of the Action Francaise
(Camelots du Roi), of the Soli-
darite  Francaise of the French
perfume manufacturer Coty, the
Croix de Feu and of the Jeunesses
Patriotes des Taittinger and of the
reactionary Anciens Combattants,
was already an attempt to take the
government by storm.

As always in such cases every-
body knew what was going on.
While he was still police prefect
under Chautemps, Chiappe had
practically organized the first de-
monstration of royalists and fas-
cists before the Chamber of Depu-
ties. Three days before it took
place it was generally known that
the police would come too late. Be-
fore the February 6 demonstration,
everybody knew that the Croix de
Feu bad machine guns; that the
old Marshall Lyautey, that hero of
Morocco who was defeated by the
Berbers and the Rifkabyles for
years, planned the erection of a
military dictatorship, holding a
government “for the welfare of the
Nation”, with the ever-smiling 71
year old Doumergue at its head, in
readiness in case of defeat.

The government prepared itself
to meet the attack. It concentrated
troops in Paris and its younger
members talked big. They even
fired a few shots—and then ab-
dicated, for they had placed their
reliance on machine guns and had
ignored the only living force
against fascism, the working class.

It is futile to try to fight fas-
cism with police and soldiers when
fascist elements have already pe-
netrated these forces of govern-
ment power. True, French fascism
is as yet in its initial stages. It
has no organization because it has
too many. As yet it has no pro-
gram, is ashamed to call itself by
its real name. But the 6th of Feb-
ruary and the vietory won by re-
action shows how rapidly it can
collect and concentrate its forces.
The Daladier government was
wiped out by the first determined
marcen of fascist forces because it
relied on no class, on no living
force to sustain it.

General Strike of February 12
UT, the rcader will object, is
not the party of the Social-
ists Radicaux the strongest group
in parliament? Is not all western
and southern France democratic?
Has fascism taken hold of the
French peasant The cities with
their working class? The numerous
middle class? Fortunately one can

answer with a categorical “No.”
The general strike of February
12 was the answer of the masses
to the events in Paris. The com-
position of the stop-gap Doumer-
gue Cabinet reflects the protest
that arose against the first strong
and, for the moment successful,
surprise attack of frankly fascist

(Continued on Page 8)
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Wha}*’s Happening
ABROAD

by Ludwig Lore

Austria

During the first days of the
February uprising in Vienna the
government press published an ap-
peal by the Social Democrat and
leader of the Republican Protec-
tive Guard Korbel to his comrades
to lay down their arms and give up
the useless struggle against the
Dollfuss government. On April
10 Korbel died in a Vienna hospital
from the effects of a dagger
wound with which some unknown
person had laid him low. . . . The]
Quakers in Vienna have already
received more than $300,000 for
distribution among the suffering
workers of that city from British
and French labor organizations.
-« « The Dolifuss governmenj has
not only carried out its threat that
it would indict the Social Demo-
cratic leaders who fled from the
country for fraud, misappropria-
tion and fraudulent bankruptcy, it
has also found the Czechoslovakian
government ready Yo deport and
even arrest such refugees. The
Dollfuss government is highly in-
dignant over the fact that these
Social Democrats, unlike their bre-
thren of the German Social De-
mocracy, did not leave the mil-
lions which belonged to the Aus-
trian party and trade union or-
ganizations in Austria where they
would have fallen into the hands
of the Dollfuss-Starhemberg ban-
dits.

Bulgaria

The Minister of Commerce
has just proposed a new law for
labor agreements. For the first
time in the history of Bulgarian
labor legislation, if the law
passed, the worker will automati-
cally participate in the profits of
his employer. All that is needed
now is to discover some method
whereby the books will be made to
show a surplus.

is

Esthonia

The Ministry has just ordered a
state of siege over the entire na-
tion for the next six months and
has stopped the Presidential elec-
tion and the election of deputies
which were to be held on April 29
and 30 for that period.

Finland

Finland’s Social Democratic Par-
ty is in the midst of an upheaval.
Dissatisfaction with the fundamen-
tal as well as the tactical position
of the parliamentary group is
growing constantly, particularly
since the party, through its lead-
ers, has participated in the direc-
tion of large purely capitalist un-
dertakings. The SDP organiza-
tion of Helsingfors is almost unan-
imously opposed to the Party Exe-
cutive Cemmittee and expressed
this opposition in sharp resolutions
adopted by two closed meetings of
party members without a dissent-
ing vote.

France

The Bureau of the Socialist La-
bor International met in the Par-
ty Headquarters in Paris on M.arch
24 and 25. A resolution praising
the Austrian workers and con-
demning the Dollfuss government
was adopted. Otto Bauer is at the
moment the only representative of
the SDP of Austria in the Execu-
tive of the International. All cor-
respondence with the Austrian So-
cidl Democracy is conducted
through a Foreign Bureau (Alos)
in Czechoslavakia. The Committee
appointed to conduct negotiations
with the (Juaree) group which
withdrew from the French Social-
ist Party not long ago reported
that negotiations in that tirection
are at the present useless and im-
possible. The next meeting of the
Bureau to be held May 26 will take
up particularly the question Qf
fighting fascism in the democratic
nations. . . . The National Coun-
cil of the French Socialist Party
has decided officially to support
united action with the CP in re-

(Con*iaued on Page 6)

Crisis in Autos Puts A. F. of L. on Spot

by LOUIS F. BUDENZ

RISIS is the word correctly

used to characterize the pres-
ent struggle in the automobile in-
dustry. The term is much more
apt than in the sense in which the
daily newspapers use it. From the
labor viewpoint, the autc fight is
the steel strike of 1919 all over
again,

The issue at stake is the same:

“Shall organized labor in Amer-
ica at last get a real foothold in
the basic industries?”
- In 1919 there was a/great walk-
out, defeated largely by tho eraft-
consciousness of the American
Federation of Labor. Many organ-
izers of the craft unions sabotaged
the strike. They lay around hotels.
They did everything but organize
the workers. They quarreled about
the “dividing up” of those who
had come out of the mills under
the union banmer. In that battle
was settled for a generation who
would control the steel industry.
Industrial autocracy and company
unionism won out completely.

Today, in automobiles, the offi-
cial A, F. of L. is again put to the
test. Being tied up with govern-
mental agencies and governmental
policies, through Green, Lewis,
Woll, McGrady and others, it relies
upon the government to pull it
through. Its organizing campaign
has been largely on the basis of
the A. F. of L.s good standing
with the N.R.A. and the Labor
Board. Even the shameful Roose-
velt “settlement” was received with
a sickly grin of approval by A. F.
of L. officialdom

On the basis of this policy, the
A.' F. of L. leadership has dillied
and dallied although the automo-
bile crisis is a battle against time.
When production is up, that is the
hour for a show-down from labor’s
viewpoint. The Automobile Cham-
ber of Commerce has just reported
that the catput of its company-
members was three times as high
in March, 1934, as in March of
last year. The ebb-tide of this
peak production will be setting in
within the next few weeks. Then
the manufacturers will be safely in
the saddle for another year.
Government Aids Manufacurers

It is for this slack period that
the manufacturers are playing.
They are stalling for time. The

government is aiding them. Gor-
eral Johnson's affection for the
company unions was boldly shown in
the Budd case. He has revealad
it further in his letter to Senator
Wagner on the : “anti-compuny
union bill.”

Three hundred representatives
of A, F. of L. unions in the auto
industry, meeting in Detroit on
April 8, bitterly declared against
the Wolman board. William Collins,
automobile organization chief, was
hard put to it to prevent a gener-
al strike vote being taken on the
spot. The best that he could <o
was te protest to Washington
against Dr. Wolman's lack of ac-
tion. Edward F. McGrady, right
hand man of President William
Green, busied himself in “settling”
the walk-out of the Motors Pro-
duct Co. employes, which should
have been the signal for a gener-
al sltoppage.

While the A. F. of L. is thus
chained to the government’s char-

iot wheels, the manufacturers’
strategy is working like clock
work. They realize clearly that

recognition of the union must be
won now, if it is to be secured out
of the present flare-up. They are
therefore seeking to bribe the
workers by 10 percent wage in-
creases, which are taken away by
rising prices as quickly as they
are given,

The General Motors Co., for ex-
ample, announces a 10 percent
wage rise, coincident with the
Roosevelt manoeuvre. A few days
later, it makes public a general
increase in prices, which more than
offsets the added wages. It does
this, in face of the fact that its
profits for 1933 were 5,000 per-
cent above those of the previous
year, while its wages had gone up
only three-quarters of one percent
on the basis of average earnings.

The widespread significance of
the automobile struggle through-
out all the heavy industries was
indicated in the “bribery”action of
the stec! companies and the Gener-
al Electrie Co., in announcing simi-
lar wage rises to those in automo-
biles on about the same day. The
temper of the mass of the work-
ers showed itself, nevertheless, in
the vote of the Lynn plants of the

General Electric for independent
industrial unionism as aganst the
company union. The battle in De-
troit re-echoes in every industrial
plant in the U. S. A.

The Nash Strike—The M.E.S.A.

Beyond the question of produc-
tion, the continued strike of the
employes of the Nash works in
Racine, Milwaukee, and Kenosha
was added reason for a complete
tic-up of the industry. The Wol-
man board tried hard to horn-
swoggle the Nash workers into a
“settlement”, which those work-
ers vigorously rejected. In taking
up the Nash case first, and string-
ing the Detroit area workers along,
the Wolman board brought out
clearly the administration’s poli-
cy of backing up the manufactur-
ers.

With the bankruptcy of official
A. F. of L. tactics apparent, the
Mechanies Mectrical Society of
America comes again upon the
scene as the chief hope of the auto
workers. Somewhat belatedly, it
has rushed into the organization
of the production departments.
However, its geuneral secretary,
Matthew Smith, was quick to de-
nounke the automobile settlement,
and the threat of a tool and die
makers’ general strike has impli-
cations of a general show-down in
the industry if it is carried
through.

The tool and die makers have
not quite the strategic pogition
in the industry that they will have
some months hence since their
peak of production does not come
simultaneously with that of the
production workers. But they could
give the signal which would bring
out the production men in the
fight that must be waged if union-
ism is to triumph.

This much stands out: Reliance
upon the “government and alliance
with it are the rocks upon which
the A. F. of L. will wreck the work-
ers’ hopes in the basic industries.
The Roosevelt administration must
bend to the big industrialists in such
a storm. It must do their bidding.
The workers can depend on noth-
ing short of their own organized
power, striking hard while produe-
tion is up aud carrying through
the battle to success by paralyzing
the entire industry.

What Is I_l1_is_lfoscism?

HE lower middle classes espec-
ially the poor farmers, the
white collar workers, the small
shop-keepers, the professional peo-
ple, are also subject to hideous suf-
fering as the capitalist system
breaks down. As economic condi-
tions get worse and the income
is cut down, the latter cannot buy
at the stores, cannot pay their bills
for services rendered by doctors,
dentists and other professionals.
At some point the government
probably resorts to inflation. Sav-
ings laid up by painful effort over
a long period buy less and less,
are practically wiped out. Par-
ents sacrifice everything to put
their children through college and
then there are no jobs for them, or
at best the Ph. D. picks up an oc-
casional job digging ditches or
polishing shoes.
Lower Middle Classes And The
Workers
Between these elements and the
workers there are certain differ-
ences of interest, real or apparent
and differences of viewpoint, The
farmer wants high prices for his
products but does not like to see
wages raised because that means
that he must pay more for his hired
hand. Farmers are suspicious of
“city slickers” and regard all true
radical points of view as unpatriot-
ic and godless. White ccllar work-
ers look upon the factory workers
and miners as belonging to the low-
er orders.
Fundamentally, however, the in-
terests of the industrial workers
and these lower middle class

by A. J. Muste

(The April 2 issue of Labor Action
carried the first installment of a series
of articles on Fascism. This article
pointed out how the capitalist or profit
system gets into ever greater difficul-
ties and how the capitalists in order
to hang on to their profits and prestige,
subject the sworkers 1o constantly
worsening conditions, finally setting
up an open and brutal dictatorship
and smashing the workers' organiza-
tions. The article also pointed out
how the Socialist, or Social Demo-
cratic, policy of gradualism fails to
lead the «workers effectively to the
abolition of the system avhich oppress-
es them and to the setting up of a true
aworkers' democracy.)

* * *

groups are much the same. All of
them are bled by the industrialists,
middle men and bankers. If city
workers get no wages they cannot
buy the farmers’ products. If they
are exploited by the profit-taking
oi bankers and bosses that
that the farmers have to pay high
prices for the things they buy. Be-
sides, technical men who no longer
have any real hope of being able
to set up in business for them-
selves, white collar workers whaose
wages are cut or who lose their
jobs altogether, shep-keepers who
go bankrupt and become employes
for the chain stores, farm laborers,

moans
nicans

py practically the same status as
the wage earner. They may have
been brought up to abhor strikes
but presently they themselves go
on strike.

Thus the possibility that all of

share-croppers—all come to occu-.

l

these groups, or certainly large
sections of them, will combine with
the industrial workers, or at least
will be willing in a crisis to fol-
low the lead of the industrial work-
ers in a movement to overthrow
capitalism, arises

If that should happen, however,
it would really mean the end of
the capitalist system. Against
such a combination the industrial
and financial overlords would in-
deed be helpless.

Therefore, the capitalists will do
everything in their power to pre-
vent#an understanding among these
groups.

Here the Socialists or Social
Democrats play into the capitalists’
hands. If they were to give a
strong lead to all the exploited
masses they would get the support
of these masses. When it becomes
clear that the Social Democrats’
policy is one of temporizing, that
they are not really going to take
hold and lead through to the
smashing of the capitalist system,
despair seizes upon these middle
class groups.

Then they hear the siren song,
the windy promises of the Fascist
demagogue, and they are in a mood
to listen. They are ready to listen
to anyone who seems to have a pro-
gram and the courage to carry it
out.

Fascists Not Radical But Reac-
tionary

How does the Fascist appeal to

these groups? He uses radical
(Continued on Page T)
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THEIR
Government

by James Burnham |

About a year ago thewe was a
lot of talk about “the Roosevelt
Revolution,” and “the new social
order” that the President and his
Brain Trust were going to bring
to the United States. The money-
changers were going to be thrown
out of hiech places—so said the
President in his Inaugural Address
—and the forgotten man was at
last going to be remembered,

Business had failed to bring back
“prosperity”, so the government
was stepping in. NRA was being
shoved through Congress. The con-
servative press was scared half
to death, and spoke about Soviet
Washington and Commissars Moley
and Tugwell. In August the Dlue
Eagle flapped its wings, and re-
pectable bankers and industrial-
ists nearly had apoplexy reading
the morning papers.

Their health is much better now,
these bankers and industrialists.
They have found out how tame
the ferocious looking Blue Eagle is,
after all, and how easy it has been
to put the salt of profits on its
tail and to lock it in a strong cage
made in Wall Street. They know
more clearly than ever *hat even
when they themselves are help-
less, their government will stand
by them. They can afford to laugh
at Dr. Wirl and his talk about
Kerensky and Stalin.

The figures for NRA’s first year
are beginning to come in. They
tell the story. Look at a few of
them:

How The Money-Changers Have
Fared

In 1933, 81C leading corporations
made net profits of 440 millions
against net losses of 45 millions
in 1932

March, 1934, income tax pay-
ments for 1933 incomes show an
increase for incomes of more than
$5,000 from 88 millions the year
before to 109 millions; while pay-
ments for incomes below $5,000
show a decrease from 14 millions
to 12 millions.

A month ago the Pennsylvania
Railroad resumed dividend pay-
ments with checks to stockholders
totalling over $6,500,000 in the
same week the railroads were de-
manding a further 15 percent cut
in the wage scale.

Price-fixing monopoly agree-
ments have been set up under
more than half of the NRA codes.

Leading stocks on the New York
Stock Exchange are selling at
three, four and five times their
prices in February, 1923. U. S.
Steel (controlled by Morgan) has
gone from 2335 to 67';; United
Corporation (the great Morgan
coptrolled Utility of Preferred List
fame) from 4 to 14%; General
Motors from 10 to 42 and Chrysler
from 7); to 60 3, (no wonder the
automobile manufacturers dowgit
like strikes); U. S. Rubber Co.
(which has one of the most in-
human bonus systems on record
in its Detroit plant) from 27 to
25; AHied Chemical from 703, to
16035 and Du Pont de Nemours
from 321; to 1037% (both these
companies are among the greatest
manufacturers of war munitions);
Béthlehem Steel (specializing in
warships) from 105 to 49'%. .. ..

This is what the Blue Eagle has
been doing for the bankers and in-
dustrialists. No wonder they are
feeling more cheerful.

How About The Forgotten Man?

Between April of last year and
this January food prices increased
16.7 percent and clothing prices
275 percent, while wages increased
7.5 percent—representing a loss in
real wages of more than 10 per-
cent.

Mail order prices are already
23.3 percent above 1929 in half of
the NRA codes (the codes with
price-fixing  agreements)—while

{Continued on Page 7)
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Workers Win
Victory In
l’minsylvania

Grossart Gets Nowhere
As Leagues Force Cuts
‘Restored

(Continued from Page 2)
ence of sweat shop contractors in
the community.

The P.U.L. immediately took up
the fight for the CWA workers.
A mass meeting was called to
which 600 workers responded.
Preparations for a county wide
strike were decided upon. Another
mass meeting was arranged for
five days later when the strike
would be declared unless by that
time the administrator had re-
stored the wage cut.

On Saturday afternoon at the
meeting of the Lehigh County Ex-
ecutive of the leagues, committees
to conduct the strike efficiently
and effectively were set up. A
delegation to visit Mr. Grossart
and serve notice on him thatv a
strike would be ordered Monday
night was selected. The unem-
ployed were girded for battle.

On Monday morning Mr. Gros-
sart, after trying to’ bulldoze
the delegation headed by Louis
Breier and getting nowhere fast,
informed them that he was stand-
ing by his guns. But in the af-
ternoun the papers announced that
the wwige cut was restored.

The mass meeting that evening
turned into a victory celebration
meeting. Three thousand workers
jammed the hall. Enthusiazm for
the League ran high. Directions
were issued for the selection of
de'egates on the CWA projects the
next morning for the organiza‘*’ n
of the CWA workers into a subsid-
jary organization of the League.
The resignation of Mr. Grossart
was demanded.

Since that meeting the or-
goenization of the CWA wockars
has been successfully effected. Ur-
der direction of the League (heilr
organization is functicmng. A
ceéntial grievance commitied has
peen chosen, an executive board
coneisting of a man from cuch
project, and a delegated body of
three men from eash gang meets
regularly at league headquarters.
The organized relief workers have
presented demanas to the F.E.R.A.
administration here for represen-
tation on the administration of the
new work scheme, free transporta-
tion for the men to and from the
job, adequate clothing and pro-
tective appliances ,and also that
some of the money and labor be
used to tear down the rat holes in
which workers are now compelled
to live and the erection of modern
homes. And Mr. Grossart has re-
signed.

Affiliation with the state, and
National Unemployed League is
real and vital. Several leagues
have applied for charters to the
National office in Columbus. Eagh
league is endeavoring its very bes.
to pay to the State office 1ts pen-
ny a month, and to the National
office its half penny a month dues
per contributing member. Two
small remittance: have been for-
warded to Columbus. These con-
tributions are of course very meag-
er and totally inadequate to the
needs of the movement, but the
principle of financing their own
movement has been accepted by
the unemployed and that we con-
sider an achievement.

The league members are getting
not only state conscious but na-
tion conscious. Their view of the
whole problem 6f unemployment
is expanding. The daily struggles
for more relief, for decent pay and
treatment on relief jobs and against
evictions are more and more being
regarded in their proper light—in
the light of skirmishes in the com-
ing bitter and decisive battle for
the overthrow of the whole system
that makes for unemployment, want
and hunger in the midst of plenty.

DECLINE OF THE INTERNA-
TIONALS

May 1st Special Edition

PICKET LINE WINS PAY BOOST

plant and went to work.

This is the picket line at the Motor Products plant in Detroit
which won 25% pay increases for the lowest-paid workers and 10% in-
creases for all of the 5,600 employes. When the company had also been
forced to recognize shop committees, the picket line marched into the

What’s Happening
ABROAD

(Continued from Page )

sistance to Fascism. This move-
ment is being led by Poriot, Jean
and others. So far the CP has de-
clined invitations to united action.
.« . According to the Paris Corre-
spondent of the London *“New
Leader” a strong movement exists
within the French Communist Par-
ty against the official policy of re-
fusing to enter into a united front
with the Social Democratic Party.
The St. Denis and other groups of
the CP have defied the CC by pub-
lishing the statement of the opposi-
tion in full. . . .

Germany

The executive Committee of the
Social Democratic Party of Ger-
many (in Prague) has instructed
Leon Blum to inquire of the
French government whether it
might be permitted to make its
headquarters in Paris since com-
munication through Austria has
become virtually impossible. ‘The
government has made its answer
contingent on the result of an in-
quiry as to the form which the
activity of the SDPG would take.
... Ex-Minister Karl Severing was
restored to full pension rigzhts by
the German government on March
15. Likewise Luise Ebert, widow
of the first Reich President ¥rie-
derich Ebert ... The action of the
Municipal Councils of the cities of
Plauen ana Zwickau in refusing
Jews admission to municipal and
public bathing houses was en-
dorsed by the Saxon Ministry of
the Interior. In Germany’s
book selling industry only perSons
who can prove a 100 per cent Ary-
an family tree can be employed.
. . . Hindenburg accepted the pro-
tectorate over a great anti-Semitic
exhibition which is to be held in
Berlin from April 21 to June 3.
. .« . In Kolberg, 26 Communists
were condemned to 157 years in
jail and prison. . . . The Secret
State Police arrested a Communist
courier who kept up connections
between Communist groups in Ma-
yence and the Saar region.

Great Britain

The British National Labor Par-
ty in which Ramsay MacDonald,
Thomas, Snowden and others who
deserted the cause of labor are
members, has sent a delegation to
Germany to study the National Sec-
cialist movement at first hand. . . .
The Independent Labor Farty of
Great Britain reports that the dis-
tribution of the Labor Fund for
the Relief of Austrian Socialists

coilected by the Labor Party and

the Trade Union Congress, has
been deliberately restricted to le-
gal channels by the Distribution
Committee in Vienna in which a
leading member of che Christian
Social Party supervises the names
of those to be assisted. As a re-
sult, families of those who are car-
rying on illegal activity—and all
Socialist activity in Fascist Aus-
tria is illegal—are deprived of the
assistance they reed and to which
they are rightfully entitled. . . .
No money should be sent to the
above-mentioned fund. . . .

Japan

Under the direction of Lyunjora
Tschikawa a National Socialist
Party has been created which pub-
lished a program based on the prin-
ciples of German National Social-
ism. ...

Latvia

The parliament instructed the
government to discharge all em-
ployees belonging to the National
Socialist party or supporting that
organization within the next
month.

Saar Territory

At a meeting of the free trade
union organizations of the Saar
region in which many of the work-
ers of the Saar industries took
part, a resolution was unanimously
adopted which declared that “the
free organizations of the Saar re-
gion will resist the return of the
Saar region to Germany with all
their might so long as Germany
substitutes terror and violence for
justice and freedom.” . . .

Soviet Union

Georgi Dimitroff, the hero of
the Reichstag Fire trial, is in a
sanitarium near Moscow. His ner-
vous system is still suffering seri-
ously from the strain it was forced
to undergo. His lungs are also
affected. Despite his poor physical
condition Dimitroff is hard at
work on a book about the Reich-
stag trial which will contain docu-
mentary evidence heretofore un-
known to prove the guilt of the
German - government authorities.

. . The Soviet government has
granted several million rubels to
finance Jewish colonization in the
Amur region in the Jewish Soviet
Republic of Biro-Bitschan. . . . / A
telegraph line 5900 miles long has
been opened between Vladivostok
and Moscow. . . .

The recovery program goes like
this: Fire 26,000 employed postal
workers; through this economy
save enough to hire 5,000 unem-
ployéd to distribute bread and soup
to 26,000 gnemprloyed ex-postal em-

ployes.

More Organizing

The union drive keeps on all
over the country. Organization in
the open shop state of Ohio is
spreading so fast that it is impos-
sible to take care of all the de-
mands for organizers and speakers.
An influx into the unions that has
been in progress in Cleveland for
some months is now being dupli-
cated in Ciancinnati, Toledo, Colum-
bus, Dayton and other large cities.
In Akron, for example, not more
than a dozen locals were function-
ing a year ago while today there
are 77 unions chartered. The smal-
ler cities are also reported alive
with activity.
In Florida the strength of trade
unionism has more than doubled in
the past year. Utah reports 34
new local unions in 14 cities of that
state since January. A similar pic-
ture is presented in almost every
other section of the country. One
of the best indexes of the growth
of the new Federal Unions is pro-
vided by contrasting the A. F. of
L. wunion directory issued in Oc-
tober 1932 with the February 1934
edition. It records a rise from 308
to 1,267 of these organizations

Dynamite In Textiles
The martyrs of Marion who
spilled their blood for the union in
the heroic textilc strike of 1929
may have their monument—a
strong union in the South. It is
almost unbelievable to hear that
the United Textile Workers of
America have organized over 130,-
000 new members in the last three
months, Textile workers have been
pouring into the unions and their
desire for action iz forcing the of-
ficials to talk about a general
strike in the industry. In the South,
which still remembers Marion, Gas-
tonia and Elizabethton, there are
said to be 300 locals organized, 74
of them in the key state of North
Carolina.

There is intense dissatisfaction
in the Southern field with the func-
tioning of the textile code and the
working of the national and state
industrial relations board set up
by that code. The national board
was supposed to make the question
of the stretchout its primary con-
cern. It has done nothing, however.
Speedup has been widely extend-
ed and in some mills a weaver is
compel :d to tend as many as a
hundred looms. A tremendous
strike movement in Southern tex-
tiles is not the least possible de-
velopment on the labor calender
in the next few months.

Progressive Nit-Wits
Does this word “progressive’
mean anything in the labor move-
ment any more? A prize sample
of the kind of highbinders who are
using that word today for their
own ends and the publishers of
the “Progressive Journal” of Gil-
lespie, Illinois, which let loose a
blast against “Jewish superiority”
in a recent issue.

“Facts must be faced”, assents
the editor, “and the vruth of ihe
matter is that the Jewish interna-
tional organization is one of the
most vicious, fearless, conscience-
less organizations known to man.
Their teachings, tactics and pur-
poses are the eventual control and

’

IN THE UNIONS

By KARL LORE ==

|

complete machine built up for the
elimination of all blocks in the
wheels of their progress and if nec-
essary, they will, in a business-
like way exterminate an entire na-
tion, city or business.”

Pretty hot stuff, isn’t it.
you haven’t seen anything yet.

“The greatest so-called labor
union in the world”, he contirues,
“was built by the Jews for their
own race, namely the Amalgamat-
ed Clothing Workers Union, which
is in reality nothing more or less
than a gigantic COMPANY
UNION.”

The “Progressive Journal” is the
organ of the “Progressive Trades
and Labor Unions of America”, a
vest pocket competitor to the
American Federation of Labor. it
has a few small lecal junions af-
filiated with it in the immediate
vicinity of Gillespie, it leans heav-
ily on the officials of the Progres-
sive Miners of America, and it has
always sniped away with its toy
popgun at the militants in that or-
ganization, But they shouldn’t be
allowed to get away with that word
“progressive”,

Welfare All Washed Up

The Amalgamated Clothing
Workers has won a major victory
in forcing recognition of the uaion
by Joseph & Feiss of Cleveland—
“the company with social vision.”
For the last 15 years the union has
tried to organize the workers of
this firm but a skillfully worked
out combination of “welfare” plans
and an iron fisted reign of terror
against workers who tried to or-
ganize always kept the empioyees
cut of the union ranks.

A surprise strike which caught
the company unprepared, a three
day shut down of the plant and a
vote supervised by the Regional La-
bor Board which showed a three
to one vote for the Amalgamated
did the job.

‘o

Some twelve years ago,” says
the Advance, organ of the A.C.W.,
“speaking to a group of important
individuals eager to know just how
he had kept out of reach of the
union, a former head of the com-
pany made the proud claim that
‘even the most intelligent union in
the country is at best but a high
school as compared with this firm,
which is a university in point of
understanding the nature of em-
ployee-employer relationships.”

It must be tough to find your-
self back in the kindergarten.

But
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NEWS REEL

It seems there’s life yet in the
good old-fashioned proverbs. You
know the one about the “rich get-
ting richer and the poor getting
poorer”?  Well, it’s just work-
ing out dandy under the New Deal.
We're all set to return to the level
of 1926 prosperity (such as it
was!) and here are a few facts to
shew it!

In the automobile industry
nine companies translate a 1932
deficit of some $13,000,000 into
a 1933 profit of over $90,000,-
000.

General Motors sales rose 81
percent and net earnings went
up 50,000 percent.

Income tax returns for 1933
show substantial increases for
large incomes (those over the
munificent sum of $5,000) and
for corporations.

Ten bankers were drawing
annual salaries of more than
$100,000 and 370 others more

* than $25,000 in 1933.

Production is going up,
profits are going up, dividends
are going up.

Of course there are stili some
11,000,000 men out of work
(not counting another 2,000,000
losing their CWA jobs) and
wages have not increased more
than about three-fourths of one
percent while the cost of living
is up some 10 percent, and
homes and farms are still
being foreclosed, and distress,
hunger and despair stalks the
country, but why speak of such
things?

Economy

In New York City Dr. Anna W.
Williams. one of the foremost
pathologists in the country, is
forced to stop her work in the mu-
nicipal Health Department Lab-
oratories, which might lead to the
saving of lives of countless child-
ren from certain infectious dis-
eases, because the city wants to
economize on her salary of $4,500
a year.

Harrowing deaths from fires in
fire-trap tenements occur frequent-
ly because the City of New York
is helpless in the face of large
real-estate interests in any real
move to initiate and carry through
a slum clearance and housing plan.

After three months of strutting
and shouting Mayor La Guardia,
the liberal, gets his “Economy
Bill” and, what did you expect?
Teachers, firemen, policemen and
other civil “employes will receive
paycuts and furloughs without pay
while the precious politicians and
grafters remain untouched.

Fifty-eight percent of crime is
bred in city slums, reports New
York officials.

Ninty-eight city schools are list-
ed in the firetrap class.

And—just to make the picture
complete the City of New York
pays some $160,000,000 a year in
interest to the bankers!

Headlines
Two Million CWA Workers
Laid Off . . . John D. Sr. Sits

Basking in the Sun . .. Eight Peo-
ple Burn to Death in Tenement
Fire . . . John D. Sr. Sits Basking
in the Sun . . . Old Panhandler
Drops Dead from Hunger after Ar-
rest &t Corner Wall Street . . .
John D. Sr. Sits Backing in the
Sun . . . 1933 Record Year for
Lynching . : . Child Dies from Ex-
posure after Family Evicted . . .
Couple Commit Suicide after Los-
. Strikes . . . Staiva-
tion . . . Riots . . . Police Club
Pickets . . . John D. Sr. Sits Bask-
ing in the Sun. ..

Well, as you go stumbling
around that corner loking for pros-
perity, a job and a2 meal, keep your
chin up and remember that young
Richard J. Reynolds has just signed
a paper or two and became own-
er of a $26,000,000 inheritance.

KA

TACTICS OF THE UNITED
FRONT
May 1st Special Edition

Allard Story
Must Appear,

Miners Vote

GILLWSPIE, Ill.—Jerry Allard,
former militant editor of the Pro-
gressive Miner who was dislodged
from the PMA union months ago
by a sudden swing of the leader-
ship to the right, has been rein-
stated, the Gillespie local voting
overwhelmingly to instruct the
editors of the Progressive Miner
to print a story about Allard’s re-
instatement.

The story demanded by the Gil-
lespie local has not yet appeared.

“Their refusal will not be easily
overlooked by the miners.” Allard
said. “The editors ran a story re-
cently about my case, a deliberate
attempt to discredit, me before the
labor movement. Illinois miners
refused to digest that stuff long
ago. My reinstatement is their
answer.”

Visibily proud of his two PMA
membership cards, issued by local
unions 77 and 34, Allard is work-
ing at mine 4 of the Panther Creek
Coal Co.

AUTOMATIC TRAIN CONTROL
DISPLACES MORE RAIL-
ROAD WORKERS

CHICAGO—(FP)—More traffic
with fewer workers is the result of
extending automatic train control,
according to reports made to the
convention in Chicago of the Amer-
ican Railway Engineering Assn.

A single person sits in a tower,
watches the movement of trains on
an illuminated diagram and con-
trols their progress by manipulat-
ing tiny levers. Automatic devices
like block signals, derails, switch-
locks, ete., make this system safe
and easy, the delegates were told.

Because trains can move fz..er,
less equipment is needed and few-
er man-hours for running it. Over-
time mileage is cut down, train
crews, telegraphers, dispatchers,
brakemen and switchmen are dis-
placed in large numbers, and rich-
er returns for bondholders and
stockholders” become possible.

UTILITY EMPLOYES WIN
VICTORY

NEW YORK.—The Brotherhood
of Utility Employes of America,
rapidly growing independent union
in a hitherto unorganized field,
won a smashing victory when Pres
John C. Parker of the Brooklyn
Edison Co. promised no discrimi-
nation against union members.
Previously the compaiiy had used
thugs to intimidate potential union
members.

Their Government

(Continued from Page 5)

labor costs per unit of product are
only 77 percent of unit labor cost
in 1929.

Quality standards of consuners’
products have been steadily lowered
in all lines, according even to the
evidence on record befomse the code
authorities themselves.

Out of 574 collective bargaining
plans adopted under NRA, 400
were with company unions against
174 with A. F. of L. and inde-
pendent unions.

NRA has stepped in to smash
every large scale militant strike
since the Blue Eagle was born—
Weirton, Budd, the Pennsylvania
anthracite, the California long-
shoremen, the automobile workers
—and in not a single case has it
stood by the demands of tie
workers.

Roosevelt is bringing back “pros-
perity” all right. Read the capi-
talist newspapers, and you'll see
that they almost all agree he has
done a sweil job for his first year,
and has marched a long way on the
road to “recovery”. b s

And then ask yourself this:
What's the difference between
Hoover “depression” and Roose-
velt “prosperity” from a worker’s
point of view?

v v v —
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Upton Sinclair Epic Plan Visionary,
Says American Workers Party Writer

Upton Sinclair resigned from the
Socialist Party and is now cam-
paigning for governor of Califor-
nia on the Democratic ticket. This
article written by a Los Angeles
workman tells, of M. Sinclair's
famous plan to end poverty and
calls it visionary.

* * *
HE Democratic party is to be
rveformed.

From Upton Sinclair’s lips come
faint hints that even Roosevelt in
the White House is giving secrel
approval. Crowds flock to his
meetings and hear his EPIC plan
to end poverty in California while
Democratic ward-heelers watch the
crusade with bated breath and fer-
vent prayers for success.

So the bandwagon
through the state. There are mid-
dle class people full of worry and
anxiety over their vanishing secur-
ity. Workers disgusted with pov-
erty and the old parties. Social-
ists happy over Roosevelt’s “radi-
cal” policies or hopelessly discour-
aged by the turtle-like progress of
the Socialist party. But above all
there are the unemployed to whom
Sinclair passionately appeals.

What chance has Sinclair of cap-
turing the Democratic party and
of using it to end poverty?

The Democratic party, through
the banks and corporations, is cer-
tainly tied up with Wall Streat
and feeds upon our want. Yet
many people and many organiza-
tions including the League for In-
dependent Political Action and the
California  Cooperative League
have endorsed the program.

The problem seems to be to per-
suade the Bank of America to turn
over its money to the unemployed
for land and factories. To persuade
the Mortgage Guarantee Company
to give its mortgages and trust-
deeds back to the bankrupt home-
owners. And for Ford to give
every worker a car and John D.
Rockefeller to fill the tanks gratis.

This seems to be what they
want,

It might be added here, how-
ever, that Rockefeller himself, who

rumbles |.

set us a good example of how one
gets what one wants, was never
so naive, Instead of persuing vi-
sionary methods he was always a
realist. Appeals to the “fairmind-
edness” of his competitors asking
them to give Johu D. anything?
Never. He took what he wanted.
He and his crowd were taking their
billions while Upton Sinclair was
writing about it.

Sinelair will awaken great num-
bers to the necessity for ending
poverty. But his scheme for “au-
tarchy”, for thc self-sufficiency
of the state, is impossible. He
will awaken new masses to the
posibility of ending poverty, but
the solution he offers as a way out
can only delude the workers.

Even his plans for raising the
wiiions necessary for pirchasing
cloced-down factories, raw m:iter-
ials and land so vague one that he
can only answer, “When I am elect-

ed governor we will get the
money”.
He overlooks the fundamental

fact that the unemployment and
poverty he wants to end is directly
caused by the very system within
which he proposes to continue
working,

Comipare the clear-cut program
of the American Workers Party
with Sinclair’s “Epic” vagueness.

The AWP is realistic. It does
not tell the jobless that the way
out for them is back to the farm,
but proposes that every wrker
live where he pleases. Ii proposes
the abolition of all capitalist banks
and mortgage companies and all
unemployment by the establish-
ment of a Workers . Republic.

Hew? By taking over the big
estates, factories, banks and utili-
ties without compensation, with-
out the sale of bonds which would
further strengthen the strangle-
hold of the capitalists upon us.

Supporters of Mr. Sinclair, mem-
bers of his party, we invite you
to compare his program with that
of the American Workers Party,
his visionary utopianism with its
common sense and realism. Don’t
be deluded.

Charity at 40
Copper Miner
Tells Capitol

Copper Offers A Code

“Most of us are so completely
wrecked that we find ourselves ¢b-
jects of charity at 40 because the
mines have squeezed the life ovt
of us. There is only one good thing
about the copper miners life—it is
80 terrible that he finds death a
welcome relief.”

So Thomas King of the Mill,
Mine and Smelter Workers testi-
fied at Washington on the copper
code. The barrage of criticism was
s0 heavy that the eitire code has
been thrown out. Among other
serious lacks, it contained no health
or safety clauses, although heat
in many of the mines runs up to
120 degrees, and silicosis and lead
poisoning play havoc with the
workers’ lungs.

The union has made great head-
way in recent months. Five thou-
sand are organized in Butte, Mon-
tana and the Anaconda Copper
Company has been forced to meet
a union committee for the first
time since 1914,

GEN JOHNSON EXPLAINS

WASHINGTON. — (FP)—Hang
your clothes on the hickory limb,
but don’t go near the waier, ex-
presses Gen. Johnson’s concept of
a nice union. He doesn’t believe
they ought to strike, he told a
press conference April 3. “I don’t
believe in coercion on either side”,
he explained.

“You know my position on the
closed shop”, he added. “The
closad shop (the 100% union shop)
is tyranny. Every group should
have the right of expression.” It
is exactly the same idea that is up-
held by the U. S. Chamber of Com-
merce, the Automobile Chamber of
Commerce, the Iron and Steel In-
stitute, constitutes the basis of the
Johnson-Richberg interpretation of
Section 7a, and was embodied in
the recent auto settlement which
recognized company unions.

What Is This Fascism?

(Continued from page 5)
phrases. He rants and boasts about
what he is goiug to do to “the in-
ternational bankers” and the pro-
fiteers. He promises a “new day.”
This is in itself an evidence of how
widespread is the spirit of revolt
against the existing system, and
suggests again that if the labor
movement were preparad to give a
clear and courageous lead it could
go forward to victory .

The Fascist, however, is not real-
ly radical. He does not go “to the
root of things.” The only way to
do that would be, as the revolu-
tionary workers propose, for the
working masses to take things in-
to their own hands, abolish the
capitalist system and set the
wheels of industry going to turn
out plenty for the working masses
instead of profits for a few and
misery for the masses. The Faz-
cist, while he talks about punish-
ing individual profiteers and “mon-
ey-changers”, always insists that
the sysBem of private ownership
and private profits must be main-
tained.

If the Fascist were really bent
upon putting the capitalist class
as a whole out of business and
abolishing the profit system, he
would seek to unite the industrial
workers and their organizations
with the other oppressed and ex-
ploited groups. That would be the
sure way to bring about a new
deal. The Fascist program is al-
ways, however, one of attacking
the industrial workers, denouncing
their organizations as dangerous,
godless, “Marxist,” “Bolshevist,”
etc. Thus by arousing the lower
middle classes to destroy the work-
ers’ organizations instead of unit-
ing with them, the Fascist mgkes
sure that the capitalists remain in
power and therefore that the capi-

talist system is maintained.

Big Capitalists Finance
Fascists

It is not surprising, therefore,
that as their system breaks down
completely (and it is only by
smashing all resistance on the part
of the workers against the lower-
ing of their standards that they
ean hang on to their profits) the
big capitalists secretly pour money
into the Fascist treasury, building
up the “storm troops” with which
at last all the people’s rights are
to be ridden down, minority groups
subjected to shameful persecution,
and the workers’ organizations
smashed.

The economic program of Fas-
cism is a program of reaction, of
going backward instead of for-
ward. Similarly, in order to whip
its cohorts into the proper frenzy
so that they will be ready for their
work of bloody destruction, Fas-
cism agppeals to the most reaction-
ary ideas and feelings. The ideal
of internationalism is scoffed at.
The ideal of nationalism, narrow
patriotism, every nation against
every other, is set forth. World
peace is said to be an effeminate
ideal; war and militarism are set
forth as the only manly and ecivil-
ized ideals.

Capitalism Turns Against Civilized
Mankind

Peopie had begun to believe that
it was intelligent and civilized to
be tolerant of racial and religious
differences. But capitalism does
not know what to do with human
beings when machinery can turn
out goods with fewer und fewer
people. Therefore Fascism, in the
insane effort to make jobs for its
o%n followers, not only prepares
for wars in which millions may be

killed off but whips up passien and
prejudice against minority groups

such as Jews, so that presently
they may be slaughtered, exiled,
driven out of their jobs.
Civilized peoples were coming to
believe in economic and social
equality for women. Fascism says
that women must go back to the
kitchen, to bringing children into
the world (to serve as cannon fod-
der) and to humble subjection to
their men folk Fascism not only
abolishes the sham democracy
which has existed under earlier
forms of capitalism but flaunts
every ideal of true human demo-
cracy and goes back to medieval
and barbaric ideas of subjecting
the people to absolute tyranny.

Thus when capitalism has to re-
sort to the most extreme methods
in order to maintain itself, the Fas-
cist hordes seize power. When
that has taken place we find, first,
that ~the capitalists are still in
power, the system of private own-
ership and private property still
stands. Second, all the organiza-
tions of the workers—trade unions,
political parties, cooperatives—
whether they have béen conserva-
tive or radical in their point of
view, are ruthlessly smashed.
Third, all civil rights, freedom of
speech, press, assemblage, etc. are
abolished. Capitalism  throws
away its ‘“‘democratic” mask.
Fourth, preparations for war im-
mediately go forward on a large
scale. Just as Fascism diverted
the attention of people from the
real source of the - miseries by
playing upon t: . prejudices
against groups of their fellow citi-
zens, 50 now it continues to divert
attention from the real devil, the
capitalist system iiself by arcus-
ing hatred and enmity against the
workers and the peoples of other
countries.

(To be continued)
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Lindy Kidnapped

Colonel Charles Lindbergh has
been kidnapped by the Money
Trust. He ought to read his fa-
ther's book. Destroyed by the gov-
ernment in 1918, now reprinted, it
is enough to meice the flying hero
sweat blood.

“Big business
elder Lindbergh,
cancers,”

Today Lindy sits at tne Wall
Street feast, his pockets bulging,
auite a little cancer himself.

While young Lindy was learning
to fly, his father was fighting the
Money Trust and being chased by
sheriffs and militiamen from the
towns in Minnesota,

“Ninety percent of us,” writes
Lindbergh, “are shackled by indus-
triai slavery. It is a system that
robs all whe work for a living. It
awbomatically forces the masses
into failure. It is the rich man’s
plan and the poor man's strug-
gle.

“Civil liberty is only theoretical
except if it is coupled with indus-
trial freedom.

“Unhesitatingly 1 declare it to
be the most solemn duty of the

said the
American

men,”
“are

state to establish a system to lib- ;

erate mankind from the existing
industrial slavery.”

The reforms advocated to curb
capitalism are mild, for Congress-
man Lindbergh thought the toilers
are robbed chiefly by the “wealth
grabbers” and “cancers” through
the control and manipulation of
money and credit, which the gov-
ernment freely turns over to them.
He does not seem to have under-
stood that the State and the
“wealth grabbers” are one and the
same thing, or that industrial slav-
ery is based upon the exploitation
of labor on the job. He called upon
the government instead of upon
the exploited to change the sys-
tem.

It would be worth a dollar, hard
as times are, thanks to the SyS-
tem, to see Lindy read his father’s
book.

Your Country at War, by
Charles A. Lindbergh, Sr. Dor-
rance & Co., Philadelphia, $1.75.

The illusion that the economic
pinch under capitalism is caused

Fascism and General Strikes in France

(Continued from Page 4)
reaction. It is true, the “Jacobites,”
despite their numerical superiority
in the Chamber of Deputies, neither
sought nor hoped to find strength
and support in the population
when the crisis came. They prefer-
red to present their leader Mon-
sieur Herriot, to the Dcumergue
Cabinet as pledge of their good
will. Nevertheless, Fascism has as
yet no roots in the population. It
has as yet no party, no united or-
ganization, it temporises while the
crisis and the government do its
pioneer work. But it is ovganizing
rapidly and uniting its scattered
forces.

But the working class also has
two parties, and neither pursued
a policy in the past that would en-
able it to handle the prosent situs-
ton adequately, The Soc.alist Par-
ty supported every bourgeois gov-
ernment, however bankrupt, and
predicated its entire activity on
possible parliamentary combina-
tions. Equally wrong and sense-
less in every tactical detail has
been the policy of the Communist
Party which slavishly copied every
order issued by the German Com-
munists of whom the Communist
International - still maintains that
they pursued the correct policy in
the German situation. But the
workers of France, not yet devital-
ized by years of economic crisis,
not yet crushed by defeat after de-
eat, not vet emasculated by organ-
wational cretinism have given the
workers of the world a visible sign
of better things to come. The heroic
and tragic struggle of Austrian
labor, which, but for the irresolu-
tion of the leaders of a united
Social Democracy might not have
been in vain, should not be permit-
ted te obscure the message of the
French general strike.

Equaled British General Strike Of
1926

INCE the gigantic British gen-

eral strike of 1926 there has
been no strike of such complete-
ness. Only Germany’s general

strike of 1920 which put an end
to the Kapp Putsch, was greater;
yel reaction won a victory over

tse labor movement there, despite
the victorious outcome of the
strike.

The ¥French general strike of
February 12 was a demonstration
strike. The bourgeois press tri-
umphantly reports that the water,
gas and electric works and the
railroads continued in operation
and that the whole was a mere
bagatelle. But their amusement
over the whole affair now that it
ig over is too convulsive to be con-
vincing. The French worker gave
a very satisfying manifestation of
his power. Every future general
strike would have become an anti-
climax had he closed down on the
country’s industries at this time.

Seen in this light the French
general strike was an unqualified
success. Paris was a dead city, cut
off from the world, since post of-
fices, telephone and telegraph
systems were completely tied up.
The percentage of officials of the
Doumergue government who join-
ed the ranks of the strikes was so
large that the thinking bourgeois
who propagates X)lrcef'ul methods
as_a solution of the nation’s ills,
will think twice before advocating
their immediate application. *

The working class—and that is
the important fect—demonstrated
in the feeling and with the aim of
unity. Up to that time the Social
Democrats on the one hand and
the Communists on the other had
always been a stumbling block to
united action. True to the German
example, the Communist party had
not called on its followers on Feb-
ruary 6 to demonstrate against
fascism, but it pursued a course
that was suspiciously like the Ger-
man “Red Referendum” of 1931
in which Communists and Nazis
went hand in hand. When the re-
actionaries demanded the arrest of
Daladier, Frot, Cot and Guy de
Chambre “for firing on the people,”
namely on Fascists and Royalists

who had attacked the Chamber of
Deputies and tried to set fire to
the Navy Ministry, the Communist
leaders joined the reactionary
chorus and called for the arrest not
only of Chiappe but of Daladier
and Frot who had tried to scatter
the fascist demonstration for the
deposed police prefect.

But when the workers all over
the country began their strike,
called by the reformist C.G.T., the
trade union federation nearest the
Socialist Party, the workers of all
groups marched together and with
them petty bourgecis elements,
especially in the provinces, where
even Socialists Radicaux organizu-
tions and leaders ostentatiously
participated in the general strike
and in its m'gnnizatio‘n.

First Step In Fight Against

Fascism
HIS French demonstration
strike was the first step in
the fight against fascism and its
pace-makers +in the Republic. A
splendid manifestation of united
action which should show the work-
ers in Germany, in Italy and in
Austria that the working class in
Europe has not yet lost its power
to resist oppression.

But its real significance will de-
pend on the future activity of the
French labor movement and its
leaders. Unless it is followed by
serious, powerful, intelligent and
united action, it too will have been
in vain. As early as 1927 Vienna's
workers proved that they were a
hundred times better, wiser and
more watchful than their leaders.
Yet they arrived at the tragedy
of 1934. Without far-sighted
leadership, the greatest heroism,
the highest inspiration will end in
failure. The 12th of February was
a lesson for France, not only for
its working class, but for its op-
ponents -as well. Which of the two
will learn most quickly, most ef-
fectively ?

That is
question,

the great KEuropean

A. R. M.

and weighs about 125 peunds.

[ a good fight for the miners, w
| the editorship of the Progressive Miners' pape,

and published the FIGHTING MINER, for the

' The Manager Spea‘ks on the
“Build Labor Action”” Campaign

We had a letter the other day from Gerry
Allard, who writes “Coal Dust™ for LABOR
| ACTION. Gerry looks like a high school kid,

He has fought
/as ousted from

This 1s another kind of comment we like to
get. It comes from Gulfport, Miss. where there |
i1s an active AWP branch, which had sent in
30 subs before the campaign began.

“Times are terribly hard here now, as they
have been all the while, but a big job will begin

in the next 60 days, and then you may expect a |
big increase in subs from these parts.

RADICAL
INTERLUDES

by LOUIS BREIER

HAT makes a tired Socialist

tired? I have received with-
in a week two letters from Social-
ists separated physically by hun-
dreds of miles. But the letters, as
will be seen, might have been writ-
ten by the same palsied hand. &nd
specimens of the spoken Socialist
word I have garnered recently are
no less faltering, feeble, and redo-
lent of a pink and twittering Got-
terdammerung.

Specimen I, from Boston, yields
these lightnings:

“There is ne profit laboring for
the laboring class. . . . In the end
they (the laboring class) will kick
you in the pants when you're not
looking.”

Specimen II is a by-product of
Chicago’s peculiar Social-Demo-
cratic genius. Here are some of
the peaks:

“The Labor movement in Ameri-
ca is in a hopelessly irreparable
situation and one must be a self-
deceiving fool net to recognize it.

“The American worker wiil al-
ways exhibit a sublime willing-
ness to pant after the Yogi rather
than Marx, and will lay down his
life for the latest brand of etherea-
lized hooey with a hell of a lot
more celerity than he will ever
show for the Class Struggle.”

* * *

A Socialist in my district who
prepares for the elevation and apo-
theosis of the new working class
by selling shoddy and profitable
gimeracks to the old, was attacked
on the score of his party’s show-
ing in pre-Hitlerite Germany,

“This is not a fair example,” he
objected, “The party was surround-
ed on all sides by imperialist ene-
mies ready to openly confiscate a
defeated nation, and on the inside
it was fanatically opposed by the
powerful Communist movement.”
-+ “Alright. What about Spain?”

“Why Spain? De you suppose
it is any different there? Look
at what the anarchists and the rest
of them are doing!”

“Well—what about England?”

“Ramsey McDonald was repu-
diated by the Socialist Party long
ago.”

“Yes. The SP is noted for its re-
pudiations. One might say that
it’s history is mainly composed of
consecutive  enthusiasm evenly
matched by consecutive repudia-
tions. But what did Kerensky do
in Russia?”

“Since when is Kerensky a So-

left wing miners of the country. Recently
discovering that the sum total reward for his
| loyal services was unemployment and near star-
| vation, Gerry has gone back into the coal mines
to carry on the fight there, and earn enough
' to keep himself and his co-fighter, Irene Al
lard, alive.
The first week he worked he was handed
$2.18 in cash and a pay slip which reads as
follows:

cialist?”
“He was—until a moment ago.

But let that slide, too. We pass on
to ITtaly—”

“You can pass out again. I will
not discuss Italy for reasons which
ought to be obvious to you.”

“Have you anything to say on
Austria? We are anxious to hear
some possible explanation of the
betrayal of the Socialist workers
there by the Socialist leaders.”

“About the LABOR ACTION campaign, BY |
ALL MEANS INCREASE THE QUOTA OF |
THE GULFPORT BRANCH TO 100 (it was as-
signed 50). We may not reach it, but we’ll be
content with nothing less. The higher mark may |
impel us to jump a little higher than we other- |
wise would. |

“As to the quotas of other branches,—I think |
they are all too low. North Carolina ought to be {
ashamed of a quota of 10, as should those in-
dustrial cities with quotas of 25, 50 and 100.

“It must be impressed on workers that they |
have got to feed their brains as well as their bel-

by a shortage of monay is hard to
kill. .

I Detroit the Radio Priest leads
the fight for more maney. “There
is no question in my mind,” says
Coughlin, “as to the nature of our
economic crisis. There is want in
the midst of plenty because we
have suffered from an unreason-
able and unjust lack of both cur-
rency and credit money.”

Senator Thomas from the farm-|] Employee's statement, Panther Creek Mines, Inc.

ing-west goes further. He thinks A b Credits lies. My conscience is always clear after ex- “You dun't &
civilization itself will perish unless Solid mining 18.10 tons $1243  tracting the last two bits from a worker for a 0“’ on’t know all the facts,
there is a larger supply of money . Debits sub; I know he’ll get something to eat somehow, §fdo you? Nobody does. How can
l"‘nrnwn liberals, small busi s Supplies $4.65 but T have no assurance that he will get the right you h'onestly make assertions like
Wi o ’b(-ing j<;i‘ned by gf;}"?“:; 20‘7':1':‘_' 3?3 kind of information if I don’t get a sub. from ||that in the dark? And what is
» NOW Joi somie Smithing 5 him.” 1] the sense of all this, auyhow? In
the bi lustrialists  (the , Tni S : 1| . M ¢
clz:ss )t,}!l:ltlm('}:: r::::;it“ flfm’:\( i.'uf];'lx | llT:II((:ll: g:::ssmﬂlt 132 Well, North Carolina, Shat say you! th,.h || the la-St analysis what has this to
tion) in reaching out to switch poi Tax 10 will be the second branch to apply for admis- |}|do w!th""the Socialist Party of
s the government presses. And thev|f]  Total debits $10.25  sion to the 100-quota class? ||| America?

$2.18 « * »

WHAT IS TO BE DONE NOW? |

See that your branch has discussed its quota |
and written the office what it is going to do.
Branches can plan the campaign among their own
members as they wish, Pass on your ideas to the

“Very well—we come to Ameri-
ca. What about—?” ’

“Oh, rats!”

I have heard it said that “His-
tory has cruelly exposed the fal-
lacies of the Social-Democracy.”
Considered in the light of all the
available facts, this observation is
unimpeachable. The Social-De-
mocracy is bankrupt. And the logic
that causes otherwise level-head-
ed people to suppose that they can
overthrow a deep-rooted, vicious,
bloodthirsty economie system with-
out raising a single speck of dust
also prevents them from seeing,
or if they see, from admitting, or
if they admit, from renouncing an
emasculated and obscene theoretic
position that is incapable of re-
tarding for a single instant, much

Amount due pay day
Part of Gerry's letter follows:
| Irene and I, after studying over the situation,
resclved to send this as part payvment for the
| LABOR ACTIONS you've sent us, and also be-
cause it's the best investment a coal miner can
- make. LABOR ACTION has fought courageous- national! office. Here is a sample of one method, |
ly for the miners and other workers. It has s : 9 .
S used by the New York Branch: {
planted seeds that are now beginning to bear % . blic |
fruit. Of all the labor papers, LABOR ACTION A prominent lecturer is to speak at a public |
is by iar the best; it has the best make-up, con- Mmeeting arrt:nged by the branch. Tickets will
' tains the stuff workers like most, and which they be sold for 25¢ (or 50c). The ticket when handed
| can understand. in at the lecture, with a name and address signed
But we need a greater circulation for LABOR  on the back, is good for a sub. g
| ACTION, and a more regular paper. Therefore If you are not a hranch member, join the
| in donating this ‘pay’ of mine, I feel that I am VANGUARD OF 100 te secure ten subs. by July |
throwing a few drops ir to augment the power- 4th. Sample copies to show subscribers and sub-
ful roar that will soon make LABOR ACTION scription hooks may be had for the asking.
truly THE ‘voice of the working class.’ Finally, concentrate ‘on getting subs with the
PN i May Day LABOR ACTION which wiil be an ex-
tra large paper, and which is described else-
where in this issue. ORDER A BUNDLE IN |
ADVANCE, so we'll be sure to have enough
copies to fill your order.

will probably succeed,

Here is a little book that knocks
the props from the inflationary
scheme, whether the money comes
from the government presses or in
the form of social eredit. It does
this simply and conclusively by
showing that all financial proced-
ure is merely the method of reck-
oning and collecting the claims of
ownership against commodities. 1f
an additional billion dollars goes
into purchasing power, whether in
wages, salaries, or by whatever
means, it is immediately chalked
up in prices. The control of the
owner-group over commodities, the
real issue, is absolutely fool-proof | |/ :
so far as money tinkering is con-| ! No comment is necessary on this letter.
cerned. | All that needs to be said is HAVE YOU

Foundations for the Worid's New ’ THROWN YOUR FEW “‘DROPS' INTO

Age of Plenty, by Fred Henderson, |} THE EVER-WIDENING STREAM? CARA COOK i les trump]ixlg over, the inevit-
The John Day Co., New York City. [ able reaction of a bitterly dy- A
—T. H. e e —ae e ———————— —————4|ing Capitalism.
R e e s . e




