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More and more it is the youth who come to the fore

NLF smashes US

troops in latest
offensive...

by Pete Evans

RENEWAL of the offensive
by the National Liberation
Front especially in Saigon has
slammed the myth of all
those who said that the Tet
offensive was a final fling.

The National Liberation Front
continues to smash the American
troops and each day it moves
closer to an absolute military
victory.

Since the Tet offensive it is
clear that the NLF was regroup-
ing its forces and politically con-
solidating its hold on the coun-
tryside and at the same time re-
cruiting and organizing the wor-
kers in the towns.

Having forced the Americans
to the negotiating table the NLF
has strengthened its position by
launching large-scale attacks

throughout the length and
breadth of Vietnam.
This most rtecent offensive,

which began in the latter part of
April, has been characterized by
the high rate of destruction of
US troops and apparatus. The
NLF has destroyed scores of
planes and tanks at the American
bases.

Casualties are admitted to be
the highest ever. Over 500 are
said to be killed weekly. Ameri-
can claims for the NLF dead are
falling in relation to the number
of dead US soldiers.

In the renewed fighting in

Saigon not even the presidential
palace is safe from attack by the
NLF.

So far the sole contribution of
the US and South Vietnamese
troops has been to demolish
whole areas of housing, thus in-
creasing the hatred of the local
population—on one accasion they
even managed to kill officers on
their own side.

The vital aspect of the fighting
in Saigon is that it is not the
main force of the NLF which is
fighting but Saigon workers and
vouth, who will become the basis
of the Revolutionary Councils
being set up.

In the Northern Provinces the
Americans have suffered their
most shattering defeat. After
fighting for two weeks to get
control of the key supply route,
they were able to hold it for just
one week before being forced to
retreat and now the Khe
base is once more under daily
bombardment.

It can be safely said that
American troops are only safe
when 50,000 feet up over terri-
tory where there are no AA guns.

Added to the present problems
is the fact that enormous num-
bers of South Vietnamese troops
desert each month —last year
there was a total of 79,000.

More and more it is the vouth
who come to the fore in these
great struggles. In both Vietnam
and Western Europe the decisive
role of the revolutionary leader-
ship is becoming clear,

THE Jordanian assassin of
Kennedy was purely the
product of years of humili-
ating injustice and oppres-
sion which the Arab masses
have suffered at the hands
of international imperial-
ism, i.e, the brutal policies
of the capitalist classes in
Britain, USA, and of their
loyal ally, the Zionist bour-
geoisie of Israel, towards
the Arab working class.

Essentially, these repressive poli-
cies over the last 20 years have
taken the form of wars of con-
quest, backed by finance from
the American ruling class,
against Arab territory to en-
large the imperialist sphere of
influence and control in the
Middle East and to create an
.artificial state for Jews only.

Implicit in this policy was the
driving out and subjugation of
the natural Arab inhabitants
by means of terror and intimi-
dation and the impaorting into
Palestine of hundreds of thou-
sands of foreign Jews, who
lived thousands of miles away.

No wonder the Jewish Zionist
bourgeoisie of Israel invite
Enoch Powell to their state!

Thus, when the Jordanian assas-
sin struck at Kennedy, he was
expressing the violent and ex-
plosive hatred of millions of
Arab workers and peasants for
imperialism and foreign domin-
ation.

Kennedy, one of the most clever
and unrepentant spokesmen of
imperialism, had a persistent
record of arrogant disregard
for the feelings and grievances
of Arab workers and peasants,

To gain the votes of the Jewish
middle class in America, the
ruthlessly ambitious and oppor-
tunist Kennedy had no com-
punction about making TV
appearances and public
speeches, only to ridicule the
torment of Arab refugees in
Palestine, and to make crude
and depreciatory jokes about
the Arab ‘character’.

Now he has paid the price for it,

If the capitalist class around the
globe express sorrow for Ken-
nedy’s death—it is a warning

Kennedy pays the price
by S. C. Murray
Washward Heath YS,
Birmingham.

signal for the international
working class. Yes, the ruling
class may well shed tears-—
Kennedy was of rare value.
Here was one of the few capi-
talist politicians left who could
still pull wool over the eves of
the Negroes and idealistic
middle-class youth, by promis-
ing substantial changes and re-
forms in capitalist society.

Even at this stage in the inter-
national capitalist crisis, he
was still able to convince large
sections of American youth
that capitalism would be OK
and would resolve its crisis if
they put their faith in him.

Yes, Kennedy performed a special
role. He was a focal point in
preventing youth from turning
to the politics of revolutionary
socialism. Thus his necessity to
the American ruling class, He
had that remarkable value of
being able to paint a gloss on
imperialism and wrap tinsel
around it with his carefully
constructed and  contrived
facade of ‘hiberalism’.

Let us not forget that even
though he was the paragon of
capitalist ‘liberalism’—this had
not prevented him from :

(1) being one of the late Senator
Joe McCarthy's closest allies in
the dayvs of the fierce anti-
communist/socialist  witchhunt
in the ecarly 1950s.

(2) nor from taking a leading
part in a vicious anti-trade
union campaign a few years
ago~—which resulted in union
leaders being imprisoned.

(3) nor did it prevent this great
‘progressive’ from supporting
his late brother’s reactionary
and criminal counter-revolu-
tionary policy in Vietnam (i.e.
in 1962, F. Kennedy was
propping up, with one million
dollars a day, the corrupt and
comnletely discredited capital-
ist dictatorship of Diem which
the Vietnamese workers and
peasants were struggling to
overthrow).

From this, it is not hard to dis-
cern that Bobby Kennedy was
no friend of the international
working class. In fact, he was
anti-working-class to the core.

Therefore, we urge voung wor-
kers and students to disregard
the mourning of the capitalist
press and the ruling class.

No worker should become senti-
mental over this capitalist poli-
tician |

I IN Western Europe thou-

sands of students fight to
In Sstudents demonstrated during

overthrow capitalism.

with imperialism.

the workers’ states of East-
ern Europe they struggle
to defend the nationalized
property by removing the
parasitic bureaucracy that
wants to co-exist peacefully

FRANCE: Students sparked
off the revolt of the workers
arainst the de Gaulle dictator-
ship, with mass demonstra-
tions against the Fouchet plan

L-_—__—_

and the occupation of several
universities.
GERMANY : Thousands of

the month of May against the
coalition government’s Emer-
gency Powers Bill. In Bonn
workers and students marched
60,000 strong.
YUGOSLAVIA : Students
seized the administrative
building of Belgrade university
after police had attacked their
demonstration. They raised
the red flag over the building
and refused to move until
their demands were met., They
demand: democratisation of
the Communist Party, the re-
moval of police officials re-
sponsible for brutality, re-
moval of editors of the

national papers, who, they say,
lie about the students’ aims,
an end to unemployment and

part n in decisions on
university and educational
policy.

strations
BRUSSELS during May.

OXFORD :
students demonstrated for and
won the right to distribute
political leaflets and pamph-

in MADRID and
Hundreds of I

lets.

One student told a ‘Times’
reporter : ‘We are for social
property and against all
attempts to establish share-
holder capitalist enterprises.’
The students call on workers
to support them.

HORNSEY : Students took
control of the Hornsey Art
College,
participation
of the college, better facilities
and changes in the academic

student
in management

demanding

courses.

ROME: The university was
occupied for three days at the
beginning of June by left-wing
students. After repulsing
attacks by fascist groups the
students were eventually re-
moved by police. There were
also very big student demon-

At the LONDON SCHOOL
OF ECONOMICS about three
hundred students

part of the building in soli- l

occupied

darity with the French wor-
kers and students at the end
of May.

Blood-hath
N
Nigeria

BY NICK PECK

THE SAVAGE slaughter
raging in Nigeria seems as far
from a conclusion as do the
so-called peace talks between
the leaders of the Federal
Republic and the break-away
state of Biafra.

Reasons for the butchery are
very simple and much more con-
nected with the Young Socialists’
activities than it might at first
seem.

Nigeria was formerly a British
colony and is one of the richest
nations in Africa in terms of raw
materials. Eight years ago the
British employers had sufficient
confidence in a clique of pro-west
Nigerians to grant the country
nominal independence. certain
that the new national government
would maintain the steady fow
of profits in London—minus a
few shillings tax, the price paid
to avoid a revolutionary move-
ment which might take the lot.

Other eyes had also Dbeen
cagerly watching for independ-
ence and, once it was gieven.
United States big business began
to put out feelers, trving to find
a way into Nigeria and cream off
a large section of the country's
natural wealth.

This policy culminated eight
months ago in the break away of
Biafra, an area rich in oil, with
the full support of the United
States,

Fundamentally it is the clash
of imperialist rivalry that lies be-
hind the blood-bath. But the
issues have been obscured by
the tribal warfare between the
Ibos (Biafrans) and ‘the Yorubas,
Hausas (Federal troops)—a lezacy
of British rule since it was Brit-
ish imperialism which fostered
tribal confiicts —in much the
same way that racialism is used
here in this country—to split up
a force which would be invincible
if it were united.

Reports from foreign journal-
ists present in Nigeria are shal-
low descriptions of the un-
doubted horrors taking place, and
self-pitying tales of the indigni-
ties they themselves are suffering
{one was recently whipped and
had his head shaved for disobey-
ing an order from Colonel
Adelkunle, a Sandhurst-trained
Federal officer).

It is a brutal, gory war, fought
without principle and with no
benefit for the men and families
of either side whose blood is
flowing because of it.

The crucial question is the
unification of the working class
and the peasants in a common
fight for possession of Nigeria's
wealth,

Only in this way can the
tribesmen of Nigeria look for-
ward to a future without war
and bloodshed and this fight will
need the support of the masces
throughout Africa, and a revolu-
tionary movement in the im-
perialist countries themselves.

Down with the war from which
only imperialists benefit |

Build the revolutionary party
for an end to imperialism all
over the world !
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HAVE BIGGEST MA

ON MAY DAY 1968, the
Young Socialists and the
Socialist Labour League
commanded the strects of
central London. '

Our march was the big-
gest, with 2,200 chanting
behind ten huge floats pre-
pared by YS artists.

The Labour Party ‘rally’
in Trafalgar Square was de-
serted and as the YS wheeled
round the Sguare shouting
slogans against Powell, call-
ing on black and white to
‘Unite and Fight’, and de~-
manding a fight against Wil-
son, the right wing was put
to shame.

The Communist Party too
c¢could not attract its sup-

porters out to demonstrate
on the most important date
in the working-class calen-
dar. Only a few hundred
turned out. For the first
time in the history of Lon-
don May Days, Trotskyists
outnumbered the social
democrats and Stalinists put
together,

Some Communist Party
members who had been in-
formed in the ‘Morning
Star’ that theirs was the
only march that day, took
their place behind the ham-
mers and sickles of the
Fourth International before
realising their mistake.

This was hardly surpris-
ing since, on the ‘Guardian’s’
admission, the Trotskyists
had the liveliest and most

colourful demonstration.

The floats carried slogans
on racialism and the engin-
eers’ strike; make the ‘left’
MPs fight; nationalization
of the basic industries;
build the daily Newsletter;
forward to the international
youth conference; victory to
the NLF in Vietnam; calling
upon the Communist Party
to repudiate the Moscow
Trials of the 1930s; the
hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of Marx's birth and
30 years since the founda-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national.

Among the slogans car-
ried on the demonstration
were ‘disembowel Powell’,
‘would you let your
daughter marry Enoch
Powell?” and ‘deport the

bosses not the immigrants’.

After the march 1,750
attended a meeting in the
Camden Town Hall to hear
Aileen Jennings, Keep Left
editor, Gerry Healy,
National Secretary of the
Socialist Labour League,
motor shop steward Reg
Parsons and militant docker
Larry Cavanagh.

All the speakers warned
that the employers were be-
coming impatient with Wil-
son’s slow attempts to de-
press living standards. They
were looking for a strong
man, a Bonapartist who
would rule by decree. But
the working class were also
moving into action. Big
class battles lay ahead. We
had not long to prepare the
new leadership required.

GLC rates
increase-
blow for
sports
fans

Zby Jim Delliston

YOUTH in the ILondon

area are beginning to suffer

the consequences of the
¢new Tory Greater London
2 Council.

§ Since they took office in
¢ May 1967 the Tories have pro-
zposed to push up rents and
Jrates by as much as 70 per
cent. Now they have decided
Em double the charges for
Shiring football pitches and
Qother recreational facilities.

o Vv e o N v a aa]

S
\ It now costs 15s. for foot-
zhdnl:rﬁ to use a pitch and have
a wash afterwards. South West
\London Federation of Young
Socialists, who have used the
GLC pitches regularly over the
past number of years, sent a
letter to the Park Superinten-
%dent demanding a full explan-
Sation of the increased charges.

They were sent a curt reply
stating that since the changing
rooms and showers (lap o
luxury for London youth?)

had been installed the GLC

thought the increase reason-
able,
S
S
S

Other football clubs have
Mlso lodged the strongest pos-
2<1hlc protest against the col-
§lossal increase.

Young Socialist branches
Qhave also been affected by the
Sincrease in the cost of hiring

rooms from the council. What
once cost 6s. 6d. for an even-
¢ing now costs 33s.

:

It is clear that the GLC
cares nothing for providing
cheap recreational facilities forz
London workers and their
%familics. One wonders whcreg

~~
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all the money does go. It cer-
stunlv does not appear to go
Stowards slum clearance or
better facilities as the Tories$
have cut back on both these.
The answer is that it is going
back to the banks—in huge
%mtereat payments.

This, alongside Wilson's
dwage freeze and a steady rise
in prices, lq designed to force
down the living standards of
ghe working class and to take

rm

away the few facilities they
have for enjoyment and recre-
ation.

AMBRO’S, oneof the large:tl
Merchant Banks in the City,

_ |arc increasing their donationl

to the Tory Party from £1,000
to £10,000, it was announce

said it was “in the best inter

lby Mr. Jocelyn Hambro. He.l

Icsts of the shareholders’. Atl

the 1964 election big business
journals like “The Economist’
called for the election of
Labour government. Now that|
anti-union laws are on the
statute books, it is clear that
some sections want the Tories

Iback to carry on the attack]

standards more

Pt At A St W, Sl

on living
Iruthlessly. Wilson has served

Top: A section of the enormous demonstration marches down Charing Cross Road. Bottom: A huge audience listens to speakers It_heir purposes well. l
at the Caxton Hall.
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THREE MILLION ENGINEERS DEMAND

ON MAY 15 three mil-
lion engineering workers
came out on a one-day
token strike called by
the Confederation of
Shipbuilding and Engin-
eering Unions,

The demands of the
unions for a £2 all-

Some of the BMC workers at Oxford leave their factory to join the one-day token stoppage.

round pay increase and
extra holidays had a
tremendous response
from engineers all over

the country.
A demonstration through

Central London of over 400
engineers chanting slogans of
‘£2 Now’, ‘Nationalize the

Tyneside apprentices

__say: ‘No

splitting’ _|

By Hughie Nicol

TYNESIDE Junier Workers'
Committee of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering and Foun-
drv Workers unanimously passed
a resolution on Thursday, May
16, drawing the attention of the
Union's Executive Council ‘to the
decisions of the 1968 Youth Con-
ference, in particular to Section
1, ie. the Youth Charter’. They
demanded that this be included
in the present negotiations with
the employers.

The resolution went on to add
that 'the present situation de-
mands the maximum unity in
the coming struggles against the
emplovers and the state’.

‘We deplore any attempts to
split or isolate the youth from
the adult trade unionists.

The resolution demanded that
‘in the event of any further

stoppage that the apprentices
and junior workers be instructed,
with the official backing of the
union, to withdraw their labour’.

In the discussion on the reso-
lution it was pointed out that in
certain establishments on the
Tyne apprentices were asked
by the management to carry on
working and in many cases they
were doing jobs normally done
by the men which they previously
had not been doing, and this
amounted to strike-breaking.

The apprentices felt that young
workers could easily be intimi-
dated by the foreman or super-
visor to do this tvpe of work as
in many establishments appren-
tices were not organized within
the union and really felt left out
in the cold as far as this strike
was concerned.

£2 NOW

by john Simmance

engineering industry’ and
calling for a prolonged engin-
eering strike was warmly
greeted by other sections of
workers.

At a meeting of 400 engin-
eers after a march through
Southall, Middlesex, the Com-
munist Party members who
dominated the platform of the
meeting refused to take a reso-
lution from the floor calling on
the leadership of the Amalga-
mated Union of Engineering
and Foundry Workers to call a
prolonged national strike until
the demands were met, and to
campaign for the nationaliza-
tion of the engineering indus-
try.

Instead Communist Party
members submitted a vaguely-
worded resolution giving sup-
port to any decision by the
leadership. They know full well
that the leadership of the AEF
is dominated by the right wing.

It was this right wing which
at the AEF National Commit-
tee Conference in Eastbourne
attacked the call for a pro-

longed strike. Instead they
carried the day on a resolution
calling for a ‘one-day token
strike on May 15°,

The Communist Patty knows
this fact very well. But when it
comes to a fight on whether
the engineers should strike
until their claim is met, the
CP joins forces with the right
wing.

All  engineering workers
must be wary of their leader-
ship. Those who say it is not a
political ' fight and retreal in
the face of the right wing and
the employers will only betray.

The engineers’ fight is a
political one against the Labour
government, which has passed
the Prices and Incomes Act of
1966 and is now passing an-
other one with even tougher
legislation against the trade
unions.

The Labour government is
the strong arm of the employ-
ers. It tries to take on the en-
gineering workers in order to
defeat and demoralize them.

This is why only a leadership
which fights for the policy of
the removal of Wilson and
calls for the nationalization of
the engineering industry and
the banks under workers’ con-
trol, without compensation, can
lead the engineers to victory.

‘Left’ abstention allows P and | Bill through

FOUR years of betrayal,
wage freezing, tough bud-
gets, rent rises, price in-
creases and cuts in the
health and other social ser-
vices by the Labour gov-
ernment of Harold Wilson
have not solved any of the
problems of the capitalist
class in Britain.

The pound is at its lowest
point ever and faces second de-
valuation. The bankers demand
that Wilson must now intensify
the attacks on the living stan-
dards of the working class and
tie the trade unions to the capi-
talist state.

That is why the new Prices

and Incomes Bill has been intro-
duced in parliament.

The bill will give the govern-
ment wers to freeze pay rises
for l{o months instead of the
present six. Pay rises based on in-
creases in the cost of living will
not be justified under the new
act and will not be granted. The
value of wages will therefore fall.
Increases can only be granted for
higher productivity — working
harder.

The working class, in other
words, must work harder for less
wages. Unions can be taken be-
fore the courts for breaking the
new laws,

When the bill came before
parliament it was passed by 290
votes  to 55—a government
majority of 35. The same number
of ‘left' Labour MPs are esti-
mated to have abstained, this
means that they did not vote.

Had these 35 followed the ex-
ample of Peter [ackson, the only
Labour MP who voted against
the bill, it would have been de-
feated. But their abstention
allowed the bill to pass so that
the bankers could have their new
laws.

This brings us to an important
conclusion. It is well known that
Wilson and the right wing are
responsible for the disastrous
policies that led to Labour’s mas-
sive defeat in the local council
elections. It is well known that
he intends to continue on the
path of destroying the Labour
Party and the trade unions.

But the ‘lefts’ refuse to fight
for the leadership of the Party.
They refuse to fight against
Wilson, to remove him and his
followers and the policies they
stand for. They abstain. When
the bill was before parliament,

they stood back and allowed
Wilson to pass.

In other words Wilson relies
on their abstention to continue
with his policies.

As weeks pass, more and more
unions are coming out in oppo-
sition to the Prices and Incomes
Bill. By fighting inside and out-
side parliament and mobilizing
growing union support, Wilson
could be forced out of the
leadership of the Party and a new
leadership pledged to socialist

policies installed. The wage-
freeze laws could then be re-
pealed.

The Young Socialists were in
the forefront of the struggle
against the bill right from 1965.
So too we shall be in the fore-
front of the struggle to remove
the Wilson leadership.

By Mark Jenkins

The _’
Modern-day
workhouse

By M. Y. Craig

TEENAGE apprentices at the
Felden government training
centre, Whitehouse, are angry
about the removal of doors

from toilets in their mill
engineering and construction
workshops.

A spokesman for the Ministry
of Health and Social Security
training branch confirmed that
the doors had been removed.
‘The intention was not tO remove
them permanently, but to cut
down the size of the door, so
that there would be a gap be-
tween the bottom of the door
and the floor.'

This, he said, was because the
boys were tying down the ball
cocks so that the cistern would
overlow.

The apprentices, naturally
enough, are angry. In a letter to
the ‘Belfast Telegraph' they say,
‘We are not animals and have no
right to be treated like them’.

One hundred of the appren-
tices refused, as a protest, to
work after the afternoon tea-
break, but were eventually per-
suaded to do so.

The rules of these modern-day
workhouses are petty and restric-
tive.

Apprentices, especially in the
engineering industry, are used by
the emplover as cheap labour. In
many factories in Northern Ire-
land, where the percentage of
apprentices is extremely high, the
Labour government’s wage freeze
has hit these yvoung workers very
hard.

Apprentices must organize and
figcht on the following policies
with the Young Socialists:

1. Three-year apprenticeships,
not five.

A 38-hour week for all
young workers.

A month’s paid holiday.
Sixty per cent at 16 rising
to 90 per cent at 20, of
union rates for skilled men.

5. Training schemes to be run

by the unions and appren-
tices.

6. Full day release for further

education up to the age of
21, without loss of pay.

7. Full trade union rights, in-

cluding the right to strike.

8. Scrap existing indentures,

give all young workers a
full training and apprentice-

% shir]:. his figh

Central to this t i5 unity
with adult workers in the fight
for nationalization of the engin-
ecring and basic industries under
workers’ control, This can only
be done by the building of a
revolutionary party.

o

s




June, 1968

KEEP LEFT

Page five

THE Young Socialists must build
strong sections among organized
youth in the trade unions.

All struggles on wages and working
conditions are becoming, more and more,
political struggles against the state. In pre-
paration for the fight to defeat legislation
against the unions every effort must be
made to recruit voung apprentices and
trade unionists into the Young Socialists.

The YS have made a very important
beginning by leading the fight against the
anti-trade-union legislation, while other
tendencies denounced our campaigns as
‘premature’. From this turn to the trade
unions comes the buiding of alternative
leadership.

In continuing the campaiga to ‘make the
“lefts" fight’, the lessons of the fight
against legislation, of the seamen’s strike,
and of the 1964 apprentices' strike must
be learned by every member of the Young
Socialists.

In the summer and autumn of 1964 a
strong and militant movement of appren-
tices began to develop Direct Action Com-
mittees to fight the engineering employvers
for higher pay, shorter hours with a
month’s paid haoliday, adequate training
facilities and full negotiating rights. The
Young Socialists expressed full support for
these just demands and for the committees
set up to secure action on them.

A small group of Stalinists, with the
full backing of the Communist Party
leadership, deliberately exploited this
genuine feeling of militancy to call a strike
which was nothing short of an adventure
and casily defeated by the engineering em-
players,

With no prior preparation and no
attempt to win support for the appren-
tices’ demands from sympathetic Amal-
gamated Engineering Union convenors and
stewards, the Stalinists made the com-
pletely irresponsible decision to call a
national strike of all apprentices for
November 2, 1964,

In the confusion created by this call,
some apprentices responded under the im-
pression that the strike enjoyed national
support. Others felt that the time was not
ripe for such action. Throughout, the
Stalinists kept the strike artificially alive
by giving false reports and false impres-
sions to those apprentices who had still
nat joined the strike.

The defeat that ensu¢d created wide-
spread feelings of confusion and demoral-
jzation amongst those apprentices who
had risked their jobs in the strike, and it
was used by the engineering emplovers
and the right-wing leaders of the AEU,
led by Sir William Carron, to intimidate
and attack apprentices,

These attacks cut off the apprentices
and destroyed the possibilities of building
a strong national organization with ade-
quate finances and sufficient support from
older workers to force a showdown with
the engineering employers.

Such an experience must never be re-
peated. The first requirement is the train-
ing of a political leadership that is able to
guard against the danger of adventurism
and understands the role of Stalinism in
the unions as a counter-revolutionary
force.

In the apprentices’ strike the Stalinists
pursued an ultra-sectarian policy of call-
ing a strike which could never have suc-
ceeded. Only six months later, at the AEU
National Committee held in Blackpool, the
Stalinists voted for a resolution expressing
full support for the Wilson government
whilst a lobby of apprentices organized by
the Direct Action Committee waited out-
side.

Such tactics play into the hands of the
employers. A resolute political struggle
against the Stalinists is the pre-requisite of

any eenuine revolutionary work in the
trade unions.
The Stalinists, helped by the ‘State

Capitalist’ group, continued their treacher-
ous policy through the campaigns on anti-
trade-union legislation and the seamen’s
strike of 1966.

When the Lambeth Trades Council and
the Young Socialists organized national
lobbies of Parliament and national cam-
gaigns against the government’s plans, the

talinists and their helpers denounced us
as ‘sectarian’ and said our campaign was
‘premature’,

They misled workers by denouncing
‘political interference’ in trade union mat-
Lers.

Then in the seamen's strike they helped
prepare the defeat of the seamen by con-
fining the struggle to ‘industrial’ issues.
They worked to prevent solidarity action

‘the programme for powe IS no

socialist youth
movement

Adopted unanimously by 8th Annual conference of
the Young Socialists April 6 & 7 1968

by dockers and paved the way for the
sell-out of the strike,

Government control of wages and state
action against strikes will not result auto-
matically in a growth of revolutionary
consciousness in the working class. A left-
ward turn in the trade unions is inevi-
table, but this will take varied forms,
some phoney, Thousands of workers will
take up industrial struggle in their disgust
and anger against the politics of Wilson.

Stalinist and other syndicalist groups
will work to channel this fight against a
struggle to defeat Wilson. They will try
to turn the workers and the vouth against
politics, when only a political solution is
possible.

Only the Marxist strategy, tactics and
education of the Young Socialists and the
Socialist Labour League will provide a
basis for struggle against these false
leaders. We must fight to mobilize the
growing anger and revolt of rank-and-file
workers and Labour voters against the
Labour government, and defeat all forms
of syndicalism and anti-politics, peddled
by opponents of Marxism.

The development of serious work in the
trade unions is possible only from the
point of view of the strategy of the Social-
ist Labour League for building an alter-
nlative political leadership for the working
class.

The Young Socialists must also continue
to fisht on behalf of the old age pen-
sioners, who are cynically rejected by the
emploving class and their right-wing
Labour agents when a profit can no longer
be made out of their labour.

Young workers experience in a similar
way the harshness of a capitalist system
which uses them as cheap labour, forces
them to take dead-end jobs and threatens
them with the dole queue.

This is why the youth take up the
struggle of the old people against the em-
ployers, Tories and Labour traitors.

It is not a question of being sentimental
about the sufferings of the old, but of
developing a leadership that can end for
ever the capitalist system and all the
misery it brings to workers after they have
done their stint in the factory.

The Young Socialists must mobilize
youth to fight for the policies of the
Socialist Labour League, uniting young
and old workers in rejecting the old
leaderships.

® Unity of the employed and unem-
ployed ! ”

@® Independence of the trade umions

from the statel Repeal the Prices

and Incomes Act!

Sliding scale of wages to keep pace

with the cost of living !

Abolition of business secrets! Open

the books of the capitalists! Make

the bosses pay !

Suspend all interest payments which

burden the nationalized industries !

Workers' control of the mines, rail-

ways and docks!

@ Nationalize the banks! Take the
purse strings away from them !

@ Freeze fares and rents! Nationalize
land! End land speculation and
private office building! Nationalize
the building and building supplies
industries !

@ Nationalization, under workers' con-
trol, of all basic industries and of
the docks!

THE WITCH-HUNT
AGAINST YOUTH

Not only do the Tories and big business
hate the youth and show a cynical dis-
regard for their interests, they also fear
them as the foremost fighters for social-
ism. Their most urgent need is to exclude
all those young workers they oppress in
S0 many ways, from any contact with
politics. Above all, the wvouth must be
kept away from the organized labour
movement and the theory of socialism.’

The Tories wage this struggle to exclude
young workers from politics through their
agents in the Labour Party, the right-wing
Wilson leadership, It is this youth who
are the foremost fighters against the be-
travals of the Labour government,

In order to bring in measures to attack
the working class, Wilson ensured that all
opposition was removed from the Labour
Parti;. This is the real meaning of the
witch-hunt carried out against the Young
Socialists when the movement was still
part of the Labour Party. The expulsions,
proscriptions and closures were an attempt
to prevent the building of a mass socialist
vouth movement. These actions had the
full backing of the Tories and the em-
plovers,

Similarly, the unanimous decision of the
Fifth Annual Conference of the Young
Socialists held at Morecambe, to continue
the Young Socialists independently of the
right-wing leadership of the Labour Party,
was a serious blow against Toryism, and
the most important step in preparing the
working class to struggle against the
Wilson government.

The measures of Transport House have
effectively closed the Labour Party Young
Socialists as a movement with any politi-
cal life. At their last conference barely 300
delegates attended. This movement offers
no attraction to youth who want to fight
against capitalism.

For the state capitalist and Pabloite
revisionists, who have no support what-
ever amongst working-class youth, the
cowardly politics of buckling under to the
attacks of the witch-hunters have nothing
in common with the heroic and deter-
mined struggle against capitalism being
waged by vouth throughout the world,

We make this call to all members of the
Labour Party Young Socialists: break from
the destructive capitalist politics of Wilson
and turn to the working class! The way to
do this is by joining the Young Socialists
in preparing the International Youth Con-
ference and actively fighting in the trade
unions to build an alternative socialist
leadership.

Only a revolutionary programme for
taking power from the capitalist class
measutes up to the courage and self-
sacrifice of the young opponents of world
capitalism. Youth provides the forces for
parties of a new tyvpe--revolutionary par-
ties which fight to abolish capitalism.

As the Labour government is discredited
amongst the working class, the Communist
Party is the main force to witch-hunt the
Young Socialists in their fight for an alter-
native leadership.

They call the police to stop the YS
demonstrating for victory for the National
Liberation Front and an end to the war
in Vietnam. They openly collaborate with
the forces of the state. Under the cover of
Unity of the Left' they attack the fight of
the Young Socialists against the wage

freeze and forge a wnity with the police,

They fought against the Young Sacialists
in the struggle against the trade union
legislation and seriously split and weak-
ened the working class, They actively
helped in the betrayal of the seamen's
strike.

We call on all members of the Com-
munist Party who genuinely want to fight
for socialism to join the Young Socialists
and Socialist Labour League and fight for
the demands of the Fourth International.

The Labour Party and the Communist
Party of Great Britain must be rejected as
instruments for the taking of working-class
power. Their leaders are compromised a
thousand times over with the capitalist
establishment. Such parties are incapable
of winning the youth, &

The right-wing Labour leaders are not
the only ones who witch-hunt the youth.
The Young Communist League facks con-
stant decline in its influence and support
amongst young workers. Many of its mem-
bers were expelled by the Party bureau-
crats in King Street, without its Congress
heing allowed to discuss these expulsions.
Manyv of those expelled were demanding
that the party scrap its enslavement to
the ‘Parliamentary Road to Socialism', but
the King Street bureaucrats stifled all dis-
cussion and opposition.

Leading Communist Party members in
the unions play the game of the right wing.
Their abdication of leadership at the Ford
factorv in Dagenham resulted in the sack-
ing of 17 militant stewards. The betrayals
at BMC, where the Stalinists accepted the
sacking of over 12,000 car workers, flowed
from the Communist Party’s subservience
to the Kremlin bureaucracy and the
Labour government,

Paynter, secretary of the National Union
of Mineworkers, collaborates with the
government in closing pits and condemns
the miners for ‘irresponsibility’.

The Communist Party’s tactics in the
Electrical Trades Union handed the union
over to the reactionary clique around
Cannon.

The Communist Party attacks militant
dackers in the WNational Amalgamated
Stevedores’ and Dockers’ Union (‘Blue
Union’) who fight the Transport and
General Workers' Union bureaucracy, The
Stalinist ‘unofficial’ leader, Dash, took the
lead in dividing dockers from seamen in
the political strike of 1966.

_No wonder its leaders share with the
right-wing Labourites a record of witch-
hunting youth !

Qur fight for socialism is as dangerous
to the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Com-
munist Parties and the Soviet Union as it
is to the right-wing Labour leaders and
their capitalist masters. We fight in solid-
arity wngh the young workers and students
of Russia and Eastern Europe to defend
the gains of the October Revolution of
1917, and at the same time defeat the
bureaucracy which collaborates with the
imperialists,

The charges which were levelled against
those members who were expelled from
the Labour Party at that time were that
they were guilty of ‘Trotskyism'. Identical
charges were brought against those who
were expelled from the Young Communist
League. On the question of ‘Trotskyism’
there 13 complete agreement between
Gollan and Wilson.

Why is this? Because it is in the ranks
of the Fourth International, founded by
Trotsky, that the vouth will learn to wage
the class struggle for socialism.

The Socialist Labour League, the British
section of the Fourth International, has
always fought to provide the working class
with leadership in opposition to the be-
travals of the Stalinists and social demo-
crats. It supported the Young Socialists
throughout their struggle against Wilson
and the right wing.

This is the reason for the agreement
between Wilson and Gollan. This is also
the reason for the support and solidarity
which this Young Socialist Conference
pledges to the Fourth International and
the Socialist Labour League !

YOUTH UNDER
AUTOMATION

The programme for power is no pipe-
dream of the future. It is founded firmly
on the resolution of the enormous contra-
dictions of the present, nowhere more
blatantly revealed than in the United
States. From 1951 to 1965 the number of
computers, the basis of modern automa-
g;r’g.o 0incrn:as.ed from fewer than 100 to

200,

continued page 8 —»—
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June 1968 BY RAY EFFORD IN THE second week of
May, with a-demonstra-
tion in Paris of one mil-
lion workers, the socialist
revolution in Waestern
Europe hegan.

The demonstration was fol-
lowed by a strike which
rapidly developed into the
biggest general strike in his-
tory, involving the occupation
of all the major industrial
plants, railway yards, docks
and stores.

Embracing every section of the
working class and sections of the
middle class, the strike included
office workers, shop workers and
even customs officials,

Despite the attempts of the
press to make it appear that the
strike was breaking up it entered
its third week with almost the
same strength as it had when
it involved ten million.
_Sigaificantly the workers in the
big Renault plant in the suburbs
of Paris, which has been a focal
point of the strike, rejected for
the second time government

offers and voted to continue the
strike.
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KEEP LEFT salutes the heroic and determined struggles
of the French students and workers.

One thing is clear, whether or not the majority of strikers
return to work this month: the events in France since
May 3 have set rolling a new wave of the world socialist
revolution begun by the Russian working class in 1917,

We have always defended Karl Marx's conception of 100
years ago that capitalism is a system in permanent crisis.
This conception is once again clearly confirmed,

Not only that, but the struggles provoked by this crisis are
every <day shaking the whole capitalist system to its
roots, and continually pose before the working class the
task of taking power and establishing socialism.

The work of the Young Socialists, together with the sec-
tions of the Fourth International, to build up an alter-
native leadership in the working class to defeat the
Stalinist and Labour traitors, is made more and more
urgent.

In France these traitors are shown up in the starkest
possible light,

The French Communist Party from the very start de-
nounced in the most vicious terms the students and
young workers who fought back against the police re-
pressions in the streets of Paris.

Attempting to play down and disorganize the general
strike, the Stalinists in many cases attempted to use
physical violence against the young revolutionaries sup-
porting Keep Lefl's sister paper ‘Révoltes’ and the mem-
bers of the Federation of Revolutionary Students (FER),

The Stalinistsynow. say that they will confine themselves

to preparing for elections. o ; 4 bolic
3550 av.n enaull worke aud at meet-
The French capitalists and de Gaulle make no similar ing during 0:;: ,‘;’,’{’0,,"0, facr‘;;y
promises, The troops and tanks moved around industrial (beiow). _
centres on May 30 are still there.

Despite the Stalinists;, the Trotskyists have been able to
win considerable support in the working class and
amongst the students. As the ‘Guardian’ stated on June
5, there is now a ‘new power’ in France—the power of
the young revolutionary students and workers,

This power can be mobilised neither by the anarchists nor
by the French associates of those revisionist groups who
have always opposed the building of the Young Social-
ists,

From shouting and wailing that our break with the Labour
traitors in 1964 was an ‘adventure’, these groups have
now become the leading exponents of the art of the
Sunday afterncon ‘punch-up’ with the Metropolitan
Police,

But they have also tried to slander our comrades in France,
We reject these slanders completely. KEEP LEFT is
extremely proud of the work done by the French
Trotskyists of the Organisation Communiste Inter-
nationaliste (OCI), of ‘Révoltes’ and of the FER to unite
students with the working class and to fight the Stalinist
betrayals.

That is why we are appealing to every single member and
sympathiser of the Young Socialists to contribute to a
big appeal fund in support of our French comrades. We
want to raise £1,000 to aid their work and assist com-
rades injured in the battles with the police in Paris and
other cities.

We are part of an international movement, and we know
that the working class faces exactly the same struggle
here.

KEEP LEFT appeals to every regional and federation com-
mittée of the Young Socialists to raise this money in
every way possible over the next month. Every penny
we receive for this fund from collections, donations and
from profits on social activities will be sent to help the
fight of ‘Révoltes’. ;

LET US HAVE A BIG EFFORT.

Secretary of the Federation of
Revolutionary Students was brut-
ally attacked by police (left).
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RANGE

It is clear that many workers
will not be bought off by the
small concessions the government
is offering, They are determined
to smash the Gaullist regime.

The great exhibition of the
power of the working class which
we are witnessing in France was
initiated by the courageous
struggles of the students.

But behind the struggles of
both the workers and students is
the history of de Gaulle’s govern-
ment and the international eco-
nomic crisis.

De Gaulle was brought to
paower by the big French em-
ployers in 1958 in order to re-
vitalize French capitalism, which
was then faced with civil war and
complete collapse,

De Gaulle's job was to modern-
ize the French eccnomy whilst
halding down the conditions of
the working class. The Commun-
ist Party refused then to organize
any fight with the new regime,
preferring his dictatorial rule to
the establishment of a workers’
government,

Clashes

Dictatorial rule was allowed to

continue throughout the last ten
years by the Communist Party,
which sold out every struggle of
the working class to prevent any
confrontation with the regime.
These struggles included Dbig
demonstrations and clashes with
the police, especially in  the
period 1967-1968.
. In June of last vear, when
de Gaulle openly assumed dicta-
torial powers, all the Communist
Party could organize was a one-
day general strike.

. While giving their backing to

de Gaulle’s foreign policy they
strove to channel workers’ mili-
tancy in a worthless fight for
votes for a parliament which
de Gaulle has treated with con-
tempt ever since he came to
power,

Having dissolved the parlia-
ment during the present general
strike, de Gaulle onlv holds elec-
tions in order to give the Com-

munist Party more scope to
continue its betrayal.
The international economic

crisis has disrupted the appar-
ently stable rule of de Gaulle.
Throughout 1967 and 1968 he
has been forced to attack the
conditions of the working class
and especially the students and
youth,

The removal of the welfare ser-
vices was begun, unemployment
was increased to 400,000, prices
were forced up and plans laid to
exclude working-class vouth from
university education by cutting
the number of available places by
two-thirds.

Coupled with the lack of jobs
for qualified youth it was the
latter proposal which brought the
students into struggle.

Over the past vear the students
have been involved in an ever-
increasing fight against the pro-
posals of the government. In the
course of this struggle there has
been an increased questioning of
the basic structure of capitalist
society.

Thus the basis was already laid
for the struggle of the students
to adopt an insurrectional char-
acter alongside the workers.

Showdown

After students had occupied
Nanterre University the govern-
ment decided it was time for a
showdown.

To give the students and wor-
kers a foretaste of what would
happen if they challenged the
state, Nanterre University was
closed.

A protest meeting was held in
the Sorbonne, the  main Paris
university, on May 2, This meet-
ing was broken up by the police,
student leaders were arrested and
the Sorbonne closed. Street fight-
ing rapidly broke out between

students and police and soon
3,000 were involved.
The students' and lecturers’

unions called for a strike and a
demonstration which took place
on May 6. Later that same day
15,000 students fought it out
with the police, who used tear
gas and brutally beat up all they
could get their hands on.

The workers could see what
measures of repression the state
had in store for them and on
Tuesday, May 7 the students
were joined by many young wor-
kers on a demonstration of
50,000.

The Federation of Revolution-
ary Students (FER, the student
movement based around Keep
Left’s sister paper in France,
‘Révoltes’), who had fought all
along to unite students with the
workers in the factories, and who
had given much of the political
direction to the student strugeles,
now fought for a massive dem-
onstration of students and wor-
kers on May 13.

They went with thousands of
leaflets to the workers' districts,

The call met with a big res-
ponse and coupled with the
growing militancy of the workers
against de Gaulle and his police
thugs in the CRS, the Communist
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Above: The hated riot police (CRS), protected by shields, fire tear gas grenades at students. Below: Police
and students battle it oul in the Latin Quarter.

Party, which had branded the
student demonstrations as adven-
tures, was forced at an emer-
gency meeting of its Central
Committee at 2 am, on Friday,
May 10 to change its line and
call a general strike and demon-
stration against police repression
for May 13,

On the night of Friday, May
10, there occurred the famous
barricade battle in which the
brutality of the police exceeded
anything previously seen. The
CRS used tear gas, chlorine and
concussion grenades and rifle
butts.

Heroic though this battle was,
the sad fact is that it was un-
necessary. It was already clear
that the students could only be
successful in their strugsle with
the support of the working class,
which by that time was forth-
coming,

Leaders on the barricades,
mainly anarchists, rejected this
link with the working class and
at 4 am., when their forces were
seriously depleted and those that
were left were wvery tired, they
prepared to fight the police.

Meanwhile the FER, which had
held a highly disciplined demon-
stration up to the barricades in
an attempt to get the anarchists

to withdraw, set about preparing
for the massive demonstration of
the workers on the following
Monday.

Over the weekend the govern-
ment began to back down and,
after the May 13 demonstration,
it was in full flight before the
situation.

Strike

The FER, ‘Révoltes’ and the
French section of the Inter-
national Committee of the Fourth
International, the Organisation
Communiste Internationaliste,
grasped the situation and fought
for massive strike action.

The workers stopped. The
Communist Party, having hoped
to gain control by jumping on
the bandwagon, found it rapidly
picking up speed as more and
more factories came to a halt,

True to the counter-revolution-
ary role of Stalinism, the French
Communist Party, through the
leadership of the CGT (Confédér-
ation Générale de Travail), began
to negotiate with the government
in order to try and channel the
workers away from the question
of power. They announced that
there was no revolution and be-

™

gan secret talks with the govern-
ment,

The workers under the leader-
ship mainly of the vouth rejected
the negotiated concessions. It
was not concessions but a wor-
kers' government they wanted.

The CGT leaders returned to
the conference table, allowing the
employers time to prepare for
civil war.

De Gaulle dissolved parliament
and brought his troops around
Paris.

But big sections of the French
workers are still resisting the
attempts of the Stalinists to get
a return to work—they refuse to
fall for the trap of the general
election promise.

From these sections, warkers
can be won to the programme of
the Fourth International.

A revolutionary leadership can
be built, especially from the
,voung workers, which can coun-
ter the betrayals of the Stalinists,
and at the same time by leading
the French workers to power it
can prevent the fascists from
mobilizing all the filth to attack
and destroy the working class.

The Young. Socialists applaud
the heroic strugales of the French
workers and students for a
socialist state, and give full sup-

continued on page 12—
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Programime for the muss socialist youth
movemeni . . . from puge 3

Improvements in their quality and
economy are taking place rapidly, The
automation of American industry to the
extent now possible would eliminate mil-
lions of jobs, and scientists can already
foreseee a situation in which only 2 per
cent of the labour force would be in em-
ployment. At the same time, nuclear
energy  places an unlimited source of
energy at the disposal of mankind. !

All these resources, revolutionary in
their implications, are held in the strangle-
hold grip of a few giant monopolies. No
ruling class in history has held such a
parasitic position over the working popu-
lation of the world- as American big busi-
ness and its European counterparts today.

To hold on to this power billions of
dollars are invested each year in war. As
the Gross National Product scars to an
unprecedented level of 622 billion dollars
and company profits increase by 13 billion
dollars between 1961 and 1965, between
40 and 50 million people in the United
States experience real poverty,

Automation, even at its present restric-
ted rate of introduction, disposes of an
average of 35,000 jobs every week. Those
made redundant either go on the dole, or
are forced to take jobs at much lower pay.
The number of jobs available for young
people gets less and less.

The new technology eliminates menial
jobs like elevator operators, ditchdiggers
and countermen, traditionally the lot of
Negroes and poor whites, (70 per cent of
all Negroes are in jobs of this sort.)

The growing shortage of semi-skilled
and unskilled jobs takes place at a time
when the teenage population is increasing
rapidly. Twenty-six million below the age
of 25 will enter the labour market in the
1960s compared with 19 million in the
1950s. Tt is practically impossible for youn
people fo hold down a permanent jo
without a high school diploma, yet in the
next few years 71 million young people
will enter the labour market without onel

In the South, three out of every five
voung Negroes have no high school educa-
tion at all. In the last major depression, in
1958, half of those unemployed were from
semi-skilled and uonsgkilled jobs. In one
year of slump 2 million of these jobs
were permanently destroved—and at that
time the introduction of automation had
hardly started.

The eventswin Los Angeles, Detroit,
Chicago and other cities are only a pale
reflection of the enormous social forces
ready to explode after the next recession
in the American economy, The mighty
force of the American working class, now
being expressed in big strike struggles,
comes forward as the most revolutionary
factor of all in world politics.

Such is the mirror of the future which
American capitalism holds up before the
working class in the advanced capitalist
countries. The explosive power of the
basic contradiction between the mighty
productive forces developed by modern
capitalism and the private ownership of
these means of production by a tiny cﬁque
of monopoly capitalists will be expressed
not in the dry language of statistics, but
in revolutionary struggles in every country
in the world.

It is necessary to take the productive
forces out of the hands of the capitalists
in order to build a socialist society in
which automation can liberate humanity
from poverty, starvation, unemployment
and war for all time.

We intend to finish with the capitalist
establishment, its wars, its secret diplom-
acy, its business secrets, its stock ex-
changes, unemployment, violence, evil and
corruption. This is the programme of the
Young Socialists, the programme of Trot-
skyism. Under the banner of the Fourth
International, shoulder to shoulder with
the Socialist Labour League, this pro-
gramme will be fulfilled.

THE NEED FOR MARXIST
THEORY

To build the Young Socialists into a
mass revolutionary youth movement is to
lay the foundations for the greatest trans-
formation of society in human history.
This task is impossible without the corres-
ponding development of consciousness to
the highest level yet achieved——in the
Marxist method of dialectical materialism
and its application to a scientific study of
society.

This theory, the only true revolutionary
theory in the period of world capitalism,
was first elaborated by Marx and Engels,
and later expanded and developed by
Lenin and Trotsky. All members of the
Young Sccialists need to make a conscious

effort to master the method of Marxism
and to break from all idealist forms of
thinking which are particularly ingrained
in Britain, where the labour movement is
dominated by the middle-class politics of
bureaucrats, careerists and opportunists of
all varieties,

Britain has the oldest capitalist class in
the world, Through its early position of
dominance in world markets and the
possession of an empire enslaving millions
of colonial workers the ruling class in this
country was able to buy off the militancy
of larze sections of skilled workers. This
was the basis for the domination of the
British labour movement by opportunists,

In this atmosphere, where evervthing
seemed to be decided by compromise,
deals and small adjustments through par-
liament, and where critical theoretical
guestions for the working class were kept
in the background, there developed in
Britain what Lenin called ‘the Englsh dis-
like of theory’.

The doctrine of the trade union and
Labour leaders is that eversthing will be
managed according to a few set routines.
They think it better to hang on to the
small concessions which capitalism grants
from time to time, rather than risk fight-
ing to end the system. For the bureaucrat
there is the paid official’s job with the
prospect of entering Her Majesty’s govern-
ment as a minister; for the working class

. perhaps a house and a job.

Marxism has nothing in common with
this way of thinking, this so-called ‘prac-
tical commonsense’, which persuades
people that the present way in which
society 15 run is the only ‘natural’ way,
and lays workers wide open to all kinds
of false ideas about their role in society.
Marxism teaches the workers that their
only future under capitalism is to unite
and organize to take power.

There can be no svstematic reforms for
the working class under capitalism. Re-
forms are only won through struggle and
so long as capitalism continues they can
only be temporary. The working class re-
quires a scientific understanding of its

role in society, stripped of all the illusions

that the ruling class tries to spread
through its agents in the right-wing
bureaucracy.

The employers themselves have no
illusions when it is a question of preparing
attacks on workers. They proceed in a
highly - conscious and highly - organized
manner. The consciousness corresponding
to the requirements of the working class
is revolutionary Marxism, Idealism, and
the formal, mechanical thinking that goes
with it, weakens the working class and
leaves it unprepared in the face of the
attacks of the employers.

Every recruit to the Young Socialists
brings with him the method of thinking
he has absorbed from his capitalist sur-
roundings. Capitalist educational methods
encourage the view that theory is quite
separate from everyday practice,

A conscious effort is necessary if theory
is to be seen as an instrument for probing
and understanding this everyday practice
for what it is: a class struggle, which all
workers are forced to wage against the
employing class and its state machinery,

Those young workers whose experience

leads them to rebel against the established
order do so, in the first place, in in-
dividualistic, idealist ways. When they
first join the Young Sccialists, they tend
to accept the ideas of socialism and Marx-
ism without understanding the living con-
nection between these ideas and the day-
to-day work of building the Young
Socialists.

Unless this tendency towards idealism
is overcome, the building of the branches
is either not taken seriously, or appears to
consist of dull, routine tasks from which
nothing is learned,

Young people can begin the transition
from idealism to Marxism by taking part
in a conscious and disciplined way in the
work of the Young Socialists. This means
fighting for its campaigns and activities in
the strugeles of the working class and
studying the experience gained from this
work, regularly following the latest politi-
cal developments in the newspapers and
making a constant study of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Trotsky.

Only in the struggle to change reality
can reality be correctly understood,

Militancy, courage, devotion and self-
sacrifice are all qualities without which no
revolutionary vouth movement will ever
be built. Taken by themselves, however,
they are not sufficient for building a party
that will take the working class to power.

Militant struggles against capitalism can
on occasions register important victories
for the working class. They can also result
in bitter defeats in the absence of any
overall theory to guide them. All the past
defeats, as well as the victories, of the
working class must be studied by Marxists
as part of the systematic strugele for
power. Otherwise the experience of the
working class goes to waste.

The theory of the revolutionary party
and the Fourth International embodies the
whole past experience of the working class
consciously worked over from the point
of view of Marxism and the struggle for
power, The Young Socialists must be the
arena for introducing the basic principles
of Marxism to young workers. This theory
is further developed only in the revolu-
tionary party which is the Socialist Labour
Leazue.

Young Socialists today have a great
historical opportunity for the development
of Marxism. All the social conditions
which strengthened reformism and theur-

etical backwardmess in the British wor-
kers' movement are being destroved by
the development of world capitalism and
the international class struggle.

In the course of rejecting the Labour
leaders, the working class will advance in
the struggle for power and the building of
socialism. It is in this revolutionary pre-
paration that Marxism is being developed,
in struggle against all the enemies of
Marxism like the Stalinists and revision-
ists.

MASS RECRUITMENT

Plans for massive recruitment to the
Young Socialists are urgently needed in
every area. All branches must be turned
outwards to the thousands of young
people not yet in politics. Films, sporting
competitions, beat contests, dances and
other popular activities must be featured
in the programmes all year round.

Argument alone is not enough to win
young people to socialism. Constant
thought needs to be put into improving
programmes of social and recreational
activity, In this way the Young Socialists
will be assured of winning the allegiance

of young

and confidence of thousands
people. )

Special attention must be paid to re-
cruiting school leavers and u_ncmployed
vouth. YS branches must organize regular
work around the youth employment ex-
changes and schools, in the fight to unite
emploved and unemployed vouth.

The responsibilities of carryving out the
social programme are important means of
training more Young Socialists as leaders
and branch officers. In addition, it is vital
that regular political meetings are organ-
ized in which not only the most recent
political events are discussed from the
standpoint of our campaigns, but also
talks and lectures arew prepared on all
aspects of the capitalist system and on all
matters of interest to ¥oung people.

Education classes on the fundamental
principles of socialism for new members,
and more advanced classes on Marxist
theory for those who wish to develop as
leaders, should be a permanent feature in
the political life of all branches, Members
of the Socialist Labour League should be
asked to assist with these classes. Students
will take their place alongside young
workers, learning from their struggles, and
contributing their special knowledge to the
fizht for socialism.

In addition to increasing the member-
ship of existing branches, the Federations
and Regional Committees must establish
more branches by training recruitment
teams to go into new areas, These teams
should be supplied with badges, Kee
Lefts, leaflets and other publicity material.
Area schools should be organized to pre-
pare the political ground for this kind of
activity,

Regional Committees should organize at
least four week-end schools every year at
seaside resorts or other surroundings
where those taking part will be able to
enjov themselves, These schools will train
new leaders and provide an opportunity
for members from branches throughout
the region to come together to discuss
their experiences,

KEEP LEFT

The Eighth Anmual Conference of Young
Socialists calls upon all members to go
into action on this programme and to
buiid Keep Left as the revolutionary organ
for youth. We must continue. to expand
both the size of the paper and' its circu-
lation, in order to guide and organize the
growing struggles of youth on all ques-
tions.

The greater the scope of working-class
struggle, the more we need a paper to
educate and organize the vouth, who will
be in the forefront of the struggle. Keep
Left will play a vital part in the building
of the mass revolutionary youth move-
ment. The international situation, and par-
ticularly the struggles of the working class
against a Labour government serving capi-
talism, have never been so favouraﬁle for
the achievement of this task. We go for-
ward with confidence in the working class
and the success of the struggle for social-
ism.
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Talking
to

Ken Loach

A Keep Left

Interview

IN THE WORLD of
films there is perhaps
the greatest tendency to-
wards superficiality and
hanality. It is therefore
refreshing to meet those
working in such a pro-
fession whose approach
is unassuming and com-
pletely dedicated to
cinema as an art form,
rather than a means of
amassing profit.

Our meeting with 31-vear-
old director Ken Loach,
whose first cinematic venture
was ‘Poor Cow’, was all the
more interesting because of
its straightforwardness.

Ken Loach is a young man

with very forceful ideas about
the role of films in the lives of
cinema and television audiences.

He readily admits that it is
cynicism towards the viewing
public, interest in the purse
strings and sheer boredom, rather
than real interest, which all too
often rules output on television
and in the cinema.

Starting out as a law student
at Oxford he became involved
with the theatre whilst still at
university. From there he went
into repertory for three years—
‘a verv useful experience for a
future director’, he told us—and

also managed to get a couple of
lines in ‘That Was The Week
That Was’,

His break into directing came
with a crash course run by the
BBC in which he spent a few
hours behind the cameras. At the
end of it he produced a half-hour
play starring Tony Garnett, a
voung man who has since teamed
up with Ken Loach on many
films for television.

His first taste of professional
directing came with ‘Z Cars’.

‘I was very inexperienced. For.
tunately I was amongst experi
enced people who knew what

they were doing and they carried
on with their job just as if 1T was
not there.’

Ken admits that it was all
rather terrifying as the show was
going out live straight from the
studio to the viewer, with no
time to correct mistakes.

Still rather raw as a director
he then went into another series;
this time ‘Diary of a Young Man’,

‘It was full of stills and thought
to be very new wave. 1 con-
sidered it as an extremely useful
experience,” he commented.

Continued page 12 —
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2001 -
Reviewed by
Martin Meyer
THIS remarkable film with
its unforgettable mastery of
the technological age and its
stunning visual impact is
based on three sections, the
first of which shows the ap-
pearance of a strange object
in the midst of the life of
primeval ape-man.

A similar object is discovered
during the main section of the
film—this time on the moon in
the year 2001, before an eventful
journey to Jupiter.

Kubrick’s final section is en-
titled ‘Jupiter and bevond the
infinite’, in which the film's
meaning seems to get lost in the

results of his fantastic imagin-
ation.

We had a foretaste of this film
in Kubrick's ‘Doctor Strangelove’
where he showed an ability to
depict life in the advanced tech-
nological age, where the interiors
of the aircraft and the boardroom
of the Pentagon were shown in
perceptive detail.

In the new film technology is
all-pervading, and even takes
complete control at one point in
the form of ‘Hal’, the rebellious
computer.

The contradiction of the film
is that all this technology exists
in a framework of the most out-
dated political and social ideas.
Kubrick puts years of research
into this film; his space-ship is
a futuristic marvel, and yet we
find in the year 2001 Russian and
American space scientists still ex-
isting in a cold war relationship,
and an American scientist making
the insulting statement that ‘we

A space o dYSszi

must protect humanity from “cul-
tural shock ', in preparation for
the discovery of some new civil-
isation.

The whole film in fact is totally
unrelated to events on earth. Its
scientific marvels exist in a
vacuum—an accidental reflection
of what actually happens to
scientific achievement today
under capitalism. Thus one gets
the familiar bogey of machines
taking over man, a subject which
is one of the mainsprings of the
plot in the film. No doubt it is
on this basis that Kubrick takes
off at the end of the film into
psychedelic ravings (beyond the
infinite),

Kubrick is obviously inspired
by the tremendous power and
potential of science, but because,
as we know, science under capi-
talism is subject not to control
by man for man’s own use but
to the uncontrollable laws of

Treeied
and produced by
‘Stanley Kubrick

capital, he descends from admir-
ation into despair.

In ‘Dr. Strangelove' science
perverts man into self-destruction
—in ‘2001’ science leads man
beyond the bounds of compre-
hension into the vast unknown,
bevond the infinite, where some
other civilisation may control
man's destiny.

Kubrick's next step after that
could be back to God and the
supernatural-—something which is
already represented in the film in
the enormous slabs of stone
which periodically appear at each
crucial point in man’s develop-
ment,

Unfortunately Mr. Kubrick
leads us into blind alley so far
as science is concerned. Why,
with such a farsighted look at
technological development does
he have to be so shortsighted as
to the corresponding social devel-
opments of man and the society
in which he lives?

History of
the TUC
1868-1968

Published by the
Trades Union Congress
Edited by Lionel Birch

Price 12s. 6d.

IN many ways, the pictorial
‘History of the TUC 1868-
1968°, published by the Trades
Union Congress in associa-
tion with Paul Hamlyn Ltd.,
is more remarkable for what
it leaves out or slurs over
than for what it actually con-
tains.

Lavish illustration with photo-
graphs and line drawings from
every period of the TUC's 100
years cannot conceal the in-
adeguacies of the text, edited by
‘Sunday Telegraph’® columnist
Lionel Birch and a team of TUC
researchers.

Sections dealing with the 1926
General Strike, the role of the
TUC in two world wars and ‘the
impact of the Russian Revolution
on the British labour movement’
suffer especially from attempts to
skate over the surface in order
to keep covered the real face of
this bureaucratic body’s attempts
to tail behind, hold back and sell
out the struggles of the working
class,

The real significance of the
enormous steps forward made by
the working class in the forma-
tion of the trade unions and the
Labour Party—in which the TUC
played an important part—is
missed, since the survey tends to
concentrate on the way that,
right from the start, conservative
craft union and middle-class ten-
dencies were able to hold sway
in the leadership of the Congress
and its General Council.

In particular the TUC always
fought shy of becoming involved
in strikes and other industrial
disputes like the massive dock
stoppages of 1889 and 1911,

Bitter attacks

Bitter attacks were of course
made on this by the more mili-
tant trade unionists like Ayrshire
miners’ leader Keir Hardie, ad-
vocate and later first leader of
an independent political party to
represent Labour.

But the concentration of the
Congress was fixed in the first
period almost exclusively on con-
solidating the legal position of
trade unions.

One vear before the first Con-
gress, a Royal Commission was
set up to investigate trade
unions. Trade unionists feared
that it would plunge the move-
ment back into the illegality of
the early 1820s.

As the Queen and the knights
of the TUC wine and dine at
their centenary celebration in the
City of London's Guildhall in
June 1968, many trade unionists
will remember that a Royval Com-
mission again threatens Ieﬂfj
penalties and restrictions on the
trade union movement.

Resolutions passed by the 34
delegates (representing 118,000
workers) who met in the Man-
chester Mechanics' Institute in
1868 expressed the ‘suspicion and
disfavour’ with which they re-
garded the imminent Royal Com-
mission report, and pledged the
Congress to securing the protec-
tion of trade uwnion funds and
the right to carry on picketing
and other activities.

The repeal of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, which had pre-
vented trade unionists giving
effective organization to strike

Continued page 12 —y—
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The struggle for
working-class
power

in France

IN one of the most advanced
capitalist countries in the world
we now see the working class
and students coming out on
the streets of France and dem-
onstrating against capitalism.

The students of France made
the first move, they held sit-ins
in & number of universities all
over France and attacked the
Fouchet plan, which means
cuts in student grants, a per-
manent pool of unemployment,
cuts in education and no jobs
to go to when the students
have left university.

Then the Revolutionary
Students' Federation (FER)
called for demonstrations on
the streets of France, and im-
mediately voung workers came
out on the streets in support
of the other students, :

The whole of the working
class began to move. They
started to take over factories
and staged massive demonstra-
tions.

The role of the Communist
Party has been a treacherous
one. When the first students’
and yvoung workers' demonstra-
tions started the Communist
Party told the rest of the work-
ing class that they were just
out for an adventure with the
police, but when the sections
of the working class came out
on strike and held demonstra-
tions the Communist Party
changed its tune and started to
support the workers and stud-
ents.

But they never called for re-
volution. De Gaulle proposed
some reforms to the working
class but they were refused
and the Communist Party did
not know what to do.

The only thing left for the
Gaullist regime was to use
force against the working class
to bring about a return to
work.

The French working class
need a Tratskyist leadership
and in France“the only organ-
ization which can give that is
the OCI ({(Organisation Com-
muniste Internationaliste).

We can do the same as the
French workers, and we must
provide a leadership with the
Young Socialists.

Long live the Fourth Inter-

national [

Down with Stalinism and

de Gaulle !

Steve Bower
Doncaster YS

oo p Sy DU E S
France -

the problem

of leadership

THE revolutionary situation in
France now puts paid to all
those people of the ‘left’ who
said that workers would not
fight for an end to the rule of
big business by revolutionary
means; that they were too in-
terested in their television and
their cars to be bothered about
revolution,

Clearly the problem now is
not whether the working class
will fight or not but who will
lead that fight and on what
programme,

These very people of the
‘left’ (state capitalists and pab-
loites), who say workers do not
want revolution, condemned
the revolutionary youth in the
Labour Party as thugs when
we intervened in the mods and
rockers battles of 1963 and now
move in on demonstrations
organized by the Young Social-
ists and the Socialist Labour
League to deliberately provoke
fights with our members.

When we showed there was
nothing doing they then went
on to pick a fight with the
police-—a punch-up which the

capitalist mass media were able
to use to isolate the students
from the working class.

From these events we can
see who are the thugs. These
stupid acts of violence with the
police on the law's terms have
nothing to do with the
struggles of the working class.
They are the frantic maneouvres
of the middle class caught be-
tween the two massive forces
in society—the ruling class and
the working class.

Whilst they engage in stupid
adventures, we must follow the
revolutionary youth of France
and use what little time we
have at our disposal in Britain
to patiently and carefully build
the Youngz Socialists into a
mass revolutionary vouth
movement.

The working class will fight.
It will fight and win; given the
leadership of the revolutionary
party and a revolutionary pro-
gramme.

Alan Wilson
Brightside YS

[P BETT ) B ]
Public Meeting

SOME members of the Young
Socialists were very fortunate
in being able to attend the
public meeting organized by
the Socialist Labour League in
London on June 2, on the
French revolution,

We would like to express
our complete solidarity with
the workers in France who
have waged a great struggle
against the government of de
Gaulle in recent weeks, and to
state particularly our support
for the young workers and
students acting under the
leadership of the Organisation
Communiste Internationaliste,
Révoltes, and the Federation of
Revolutionary Students.

The only way we as voung
workers and Young Socialists
can put this support into con-
crete terms is to prepare our
movement for the socialist re-
volution in Britain, which the
French workers have proved to
be on the historical agenda
now.

We intend, as a result of
this decision, to take further
our campaign to bring the poli-
cies of the Young Socialists
into the everyday lives of young
workers in the factories, to
hold factory gate meetings and
to fight to raise funds for our
comrades in France, and in
doing so, to show concretely
to workers the meaning of our
policies.

At the same time we intend
to intervene in the universities
and colleges in Newcastle in
order to win students to the
policies of the Young Socialists
and to Marxist theory, and
break them from the "adven-
tures and opportunism of
middle-class revisionist politics.

The events in France have
shown us bevond any doubt
that the role of young workers
in the strugzles to come will
be vital, and it is for this
reason that we intend from this
point onwards to work es-
pecially ‘hard to build up the
organization of the Young
Socialists and to work through
our own Federations and Re-
gional Committee to ensure
that the full and lively social
programme we have planned
for the summer and the dem-
onstration we have called for
July 6 are successful.

In our area the turn towards
the factories and shipyards is
crucial,

The Stalinists and other re-
formist leaderships in the en-
gineering and shipbuilding in-
dustries will certainly try to do
deals with the employers over
the heads of the workers to
make certain that the deadly
serious decision of the em-
ployers to prop up the capital-
i1st system in Britain is carried
forward.

All those leaders are tied to
the Kremlin bureaucracy which
will be of no use to the bosses
if it fails to control the revolu-
tionary international working

)

= X .
SFES
Send us your
opinions, branch
reports, ideas on
how to build the
Young Socialists

class in the crisis of the capi-
talist system.

The Stalinists know that the
choice is now between the
dictatorship of the bosses and
the dictatorship of the workers
and they are resolved to put
down the revolutionary wor-
kers on behalf of the em-
ployers.

This is the meaning of the
French Communist Party's re-
fusal to call for a central strike
committee and their putting
forward worn out ‘left’ leaders
for wet another fake demo-
cratic government which can at
any time be dissolved by the
Gaullists.,

We know now that the ques-
tion of leadership for the work-
ing class depends entirely on
us and on the Socialist Labour
League and the International
Committee of the Fourth In-
ternational, to which we pledge
our complete support.

Build the mass revolutionary
youth movement]

Build the circulation of Keep
Left, the only revolutionary
youth paper in Britain!
Long live the French Social-
ist revolution!

Forward to the socialist re-
volution in Britain and to
world socialism!

Newcastle East YS Member

23 5 e R L
‘Solidaritv’-

.
For What?
IN the present upsurge of
student and working-class ac-
tions all over Western Europe
a number of ‘left' groupings are
seemingly brought to the sur-
face.

One such group is the Viet-
nam Solidarity Campaign (VSC).

This organization originated
from the Bertrand Russell
Peace Foundation. The leader-
ship of the VSC is predomin-
antly that of the Pabloites (a
term used to describe one sec-
tion of renegades from the
Trotskyist movement, who
helped the right wing to fight
us when we were in the Labour
Party) whose paper was ‘The
Week',

Under their control the VSC
has been joined by just about
every pseudo-Marxist and an-
archist grouping — notably the
state - capitalist International
Socialism (remarks above in
brackets also apply to them),
and the anarcho-svndicalist
‘Solidarity’ grouping,

The VSC, which has some in-
fAuence with the middle-class
youth in the universities, is a
group which has to be fought
against politically.

On October 22, 1967 and
March 17 of this year there
were organized demonstrations,
the second one being the most
significant. After giving out
large numbers of leaflets these
‘political cowboys’ took part in
what can only be described as
an adventure in which thev en-
gaged the police for completely
false reasons.

They called the demonstra-
tion for ‘solidarity with the
Vietnamese people’. But surely
solidarity means building a
revolutionary  alternative to
both social democracy and
Stalinism in this country.

This means that we do not
involve cadres with the police
on terms dangerous for the
movement. When the time
comes we shall have to take
them on, but we shall make
sure the working class is with
us.

Therefore the task of the
Young Socialists is to build a
mass working-class organiza-
tion that will be able to attract
middle-class university youth
and break them from adventur-
ism and anarchy.

B. Mills
Holloway YS

Poststcript

I WOULD like to add a post-
script to the ‘Crompton-
Parkinson Closure' article in
March Keep Left.

We can now compare this
closure with various others and
see the methods the manage-
ment and the Ministry of
Labour used to prevent the
unions from fighting the
closure,

For some time before the
closure rumours were denied
only to be confirmed later as
soon as the panic had died
down.

A deputation went to the
Ministry of Labour, where they
were told ‘very sorry’. Prom-
ises of a bonus and big re-
dundancy payments were made
(to keeg the workers happy?).

As the closure draws near
the 1,500 workers at the plant
begin to get anxious. Their
fears appear to be justified
when, in spite of rumours that
they are to be bought over by
an American firm, the sports
field is put up for sale.

The union however still
hoped that all would be well
in the end. ;

This last development is very
similar to the way in which the

unions were effectively silenced
during the closure of the South
Wales coalfield—factories were
promised in place of the pits.

The Stalinists produced a
pathetic leaflet in relation to
the Crompton Parkinson
closure. Headed 'Oh what a
pity’, it had a membership
form below. Some of these
leaflets ‘were even distributed
to the local technical college
which is known to be virtually
the headquarters of the Young
Tories |

They attempted to start a
petition (with the Labour Party
Young Socialists) to ask the
Mayor to use his powers to get
the council to employ the re-
dundant workers.

But the council i§ so small
it could not possibly employ
1,500 extra men. In any case
what skilled engineer would
sweep roads?

Council employment is
arranged through the various
departments and the commit-
tees, appeals are useless.

The Stalinists never even
thought of a petition to the
Minister of Labour,

This comedy has now fin-
ished as the Stalinists are pre-
paring to fight in the council
elections — two candidates in
the Tory stronzholds—none in
the Labour wards (mustn't
split the Labour votel).

This is just one more ex-
ample of the way in which
capitalism works, helped by
the Labour Party and the
Stalinists. The Young Socialists
must learn by their example so
as to be able to recoznise the
tricks before they are played.

The only way to stop fac-
tory closures is to fight the
government,

‘The Labour government was
the best thing that ever hap-
pened to capitalism in Britain®
said one Crompton’s worker
when he heard what the Min-
istry of Labour had said.

Francis Roberts
Chelmsford

Illusion;
and Reality

D. OUTHWAITE, whose letter
on drugs policy appeared in
the May Keep Left, will not
be with us long.

His views on drug taking
are thoroughly reactionary and
his method idealist to the core.
He is hostile not just to our
policy on drugs, but to Marx-
ism,

Rciectin%1 our class position
on drugs, he begins from . . .
the mind of the individual
drug taker.

He says: ‘A drug reveals
situations which are relevant to
one's own outlook and experi-
ence' . .. and further . .. “The
crucial factor is not the drug
itself but the minds of the
users outside the drug experi-
ence.’

This leads him to conclude:
‘The adoption of drugs by a
socialist who uses them pro-
perly would further his under-
standing of himself with regard
to socialism.'

People who oppose this non-
sense are in his opinion simply
‘reiterating” the policy of the
Young Socialists.

Mr. Outhwaite, we are not
in the revolutionary movement
to contemplate our navels ‘with
regard to socialism’,

Don’t try to kid us that we
can get a better ‘understanding
of ourselves' by taking drugs.
The purpose of drugs is pre-
ciselv to obliterate conscious-
ness, to prevent understanding:

We understand very well
what we are——products of capi-
talist society. Since the capital-
ist class owns the productive
forces, we are obliged to sell
our labour power to them.
This labour power produces
surplus value which the capi-
talist class appropriate for
their own private purposes.

The ‘individual mind’ is a
product of these objective




P P———

June 1968

KEEP LEFT

Page eleven

social relations and not a
thing-in-itself. Since the capi-
talist class owns the means of
production it dominates all
spheres of social life. In par-
ticular, through the church,
press, radio, TV, schools and
universities it perpetuates its
ideologv—idealism of various
forms.

The purpose of idealism is to
detract attention from, to con-
ceal this material exploitation
of the working class. To create
a false picture of the world.
Young workers who reject the
church and who are denied
higher education are fed on a
diet of pop-love and pills.

Real understanding can only
be developed through a struggle
to build the revolutionary party
to overthrow capitalism. Part
of this struggle involves master-
ing the works of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Trotsky on socio-
logy, economics and, above all,
philosophy.

To overthrow capitalism we
must first see the world as it
really it. We must begin with
the struggle of the working
class and the party which em-
bodies the historical experience
of these struggles.

Those who advocate the use
of drugs reject this road. In-
stead they perpetuate the mys-
tery of the ‘individual” whose
fathomless ‘soul’ can only be
‘understood’ with the aid of
the needle and the ‘sugar
Tump’. - {
The ‘mystery” is only in their
own heads. To us it is elear—
they are victims of capitalist
oppression, pedlars of idealism
and pushers of anti-Marxism,

Mr. Outhwaite fears our line
on drugs is ‘not in the interests
of political solidarity’ and that
‘it could be easily ridiculed by
hostile political factions'.

Roughly translated this
means : | think your line on
drugs is ridiculous and if it is
not changed I cannot be in
political solidarity with you.

So be it. There is no room
for the slightest concession on
Marxist principles, s
Mark Jenkins
Watford

e
Socialism is
the only answer

ENOCH POWELL'S recent
speech in Birmingham was not
only an airing of his personal
views. but a conscious attempt
to split the working class. Big
struggles by workers against
the capitalist class which
Powell represents are now
coming up.

And indeed some backward
sections of the working class
have come out in support of
Powell. = 4 e

To protect themselves, immi-
grant workers might now con-
sider joining the ‘black power’
movement, but this can only
split the working class still fur-
ther.

Socialists must be prépared
to fight this split on the basis
that it is capitalism and not
immigration that causes unem-
ployment, housing shartages,
ete., and that Powell's methods
—practised by white or
coloured workers—will achieve
nothing but defeats.

Socialism is the only answer.
If workers do not realise this
we could easily end up with
another Hitler.

Kenneth Muller
Clapham Y.S.

Face

of Reaction

DURING a recent spell of un-
employment I undertook the
difficult task of finding myself
a job.

After visiting a number of
different factories I came
across the most reactionary
personnel officer I could ever
hope to meet.

After filling in the appli-

cation form he asked me why T
left my last job. T told him that
I had been asked to leave and
gave him some vague reason
as to why that had been the
case.

The personnel officer's reply
made me want to vomit, ‘Well’,
he said, ‘we only employ cheap
coloured labour here. The
wages are only £11 and it is
a dirty job, carrving heavy
loads, We wouldn't expect a
white man to work in these
conditions for such wages.'

He went on: ‘T know you
wouldn't want to work with
them as the summer is coming
on and the weather will be
extremely hot.” His meaning
was sickeningly obvious.

“You can have the job if you
want it, but if you wait another
week | shall probably have a
white man’s job by then.’

This is British capitalism and
it stinksl It is high time a
socialist society was formed.
The Young Socialists are the
only organized political force
with a policy to defeat these
racialist bureaucrats and the
Wilson government which has
opened the door for the fas-
cists,

John Monelley
Acton YS

R R
Criticism
of a eriticism

THE CRITICISM of the film
‘The Charge of the Light Brig-
ade’ in Keep Left, May 1968,
seemed to me to be seriously
deficient, and I would like to
discuss what [ think are its
deficiencies,

I cannot argue about the re-
viewer's opinions of the film,
because it has not yet appeared
in Leeds, and I have not seen
i
Anyway, this particular film
is irrelevant to my present pur-
pose, and, evidently, is equally
irrelevant to the reviewer, for,
out of 12 paragraphs in the re-
view, six consist of a historical
investigation of the Crimean
War, three of jibes at various
film directors, and only three
deal with the film itself,

Because of this imbalance,
those of us who have never
seen the film gain very little
information.

The construction of the re-
view, however, is symptomatic
of a sterile critical method.
The root of the matter is that
the critic has approached the
film in the wrong wav,

He has attempted to analyse
a fAlm, a creative work, by
analyzing the historical signifi-
cance of the events it portrays,

This kind of investigation
can be very valuable, and can
shed much light on artistic
work, but it is useless unless
linked to an appreciation of
art as art, and not merely as a
product of historical circum-
stances.

The creation of paintings,
novels, plays and films is, of
course, affécted by history
but their artistic develop-
ment is subjective, sub-con-
scious and obeys its own
laws before those of history
Or economics.

‘Art and history, though
connected, do not overlap.’
(This and other quotations T

use are taken from Trotsky's
speech on ‘Class and Art’,
printed in ‘Fourth Inter-
national’, July 1967.)

revol

This failure to overlap can
be illustrated by a brief exam-
ination of the reviewer’s state-
ment that the period of the
Crimean War, being a time of
great historical interest, con-
tains plenty of material for a
really good film.

For a good documentation
certainly, but all the historical
interest in the world need aot
confer artistic success on a
play or film.

‘Hamlet’ deals with a man
whose dominant characteristic
is the inability to carry out a
historically important task.
Does this make ‘Hamlet' a bad
play?

A historical approach to art,
then, is inadequate and this
review demonstrates an in-
ability to see art as ‘a quite
specific field of human en-
deavour',

In fact, to regard creative
efforts only as historical mani-
festations is ‘to strike them out
from the realm of art',

A film should be reviewed as
a film, as a part of a creative
tradition, as an employment of
a certain medium to achieve a
creative object.

To devote half a review to a
purely historical analysis dis-
plays lack of eritical apprecia-
tion and a misapplication of
Marxist theory.

Crispin A. Yelland
Leeds Young Socialist

Over-run

with rats

I WOULD like to tell you
about housing conditions in
Glasgow, especially in Mary-
hill, where 1 live.

The house I am living in is
over-run with rats. This is not
just the case in my own home
but in thousands of others as
well.

I read in the papers recently
about a young child who was
bitten in the face by a rat
whilst sleeping in her pram.

I think houses which are
over-run with rats should be
pulled down immediately.

Buildings in our street are
over 90 years old so vou will
have a rough idea of what T am
talking about,

The night there was a seri-
ous storm in Glasgow quite an
amount of damage was done.
Many chimneys have been
blown down and we cannot get
a fire lit in our room and at
night it is very cold.

I think they should national-
ize the housing industry and
the banks so that we would be
able to build more houses and
have cheaper rents, because at
the moment the rents are far
too dear.

Marie Munro
Young Socialist

T
Working under

the Geddes
Report

I AM writing to the Keep Left
as a shipyard worker and a
member of the Young Social-
ists.

The vard I work in has just
come into a new consortium,
incorporating five shipyards.
This was the beginning of the
enforcement of the Geddes Re-

port.

Discipline began by a clamp-
down on time-keeping, with
threats of sackings for unpunc-
tuality. Then the bosses began
shifting the apprentices from
one part of the river to an-
other. When the apprentices
asked for travelling allowance
they were given the alternative
of either travelling further to
work or being rendered un-
employed.

The bosses were able to do
this because of the no-strike
agreements and sell-outs by
the union leaders.

Administrators now do the
sole job of taking charge of
apprentices, who have to make
out reports at the end of each
day. At the end of the week
they have to make out another
report for the Industrial Train-
ing Board, saying what they
have done for the whole week.

Apprentices are being ex-
ploited all the time. They work
on piece work and turn out as
much work as a journeyman,
but whilst the journeyman gets
£25 pay, the apprentice makes
about £10 (£8 10s. to take
home).

On top of this they also do
work for other yards. By doing
this piece work they are not
really given adequate training
and many of them have Dbe-
come disillusioned with their
shop stewards and union ex-
ecutives over this sell-out on
their conditions.

The role of the Young
Socialists in this situation must
be to go to the apprentices,
discuss with them, argue with
them, teach them and train
them to be leaders in the up-
heaval that will arise in the
not too distant future,

This means the fight to re-
cruit them into the Young
Socialists,

A Jarrow YS Member

R IRR
The Fourth

International

THE foundation of the Fourth
International was because of
the counter-revolutionary role
of Stalinism.

Every day in our work with
the Young Socialists and in the
trade unions, the British Com-
munist Party has shown that
they will betray in the same
way as the French Communist
Party is betraying the French
workers.

In Southall at a trade union
meeting, which | and other
Young Socialists attended as
delegates of our union
branches, the local ‘left’ MP
was asked by many workers,
including Communist Party
members, why he did not vote
against Wilson and why he did
not vote for his removal from
the Labour Party.

The only defence for this
MP’s position came from the
local leadership of the Com-
munist Party.

An attack was made on the
Young Socialists and the
Socialist Labour League as sec-
tarian and splitters.

When an amendment was
made by us to the main reso-
lution calling for the ‘left' MPs
to really fight and calling for
a change from the boom-period
trade unionism to revalution-
ary trade unionism we were
defeated mainly because of the
position of the Communist
Party members.

All YS members should be

members of their union and

LS

Annual
Subscription
£1 (post
included)

POUR LA CONSTRUCTION DE L'ORGANISATION REVOLUTIONNAIRE DE LA JEUNESSE

should go to the union branch
meeting and show the workers
there is a real alternative to
the Stalinists—this is a lesson
we must draw from the present
position in France,

Tony Richardson

Southall YS

Impressed with
May Day

AS A very new branch we
found a lot of difficulty in get-
ting the money to come to
May Day.

We managed to take six
delegates, four of whom had
never taken part in a demon-
stration of this type,

Everybody was very im-
pressed with the organization
and rally and we will have no
difficulty in convincing those
concerned to come to future
activities of the Young Social-
15tS,

Congratulations to all con-
cerned.

George Scott,
Keep Left Organizer,
South Shields YS

RSRiEAS C it ]
Young

Socialists’
social
programme in
Southampton

FOR THE last three months
we have been holding a weekly
discotheque in Southampton as
part of our programme to bring
masses of vouth into the Young
Socialists.

About 50 young people in-
cluding school leavers and
voung workers come along
regularly to the discotheque.
Our social programme also in-
cludes hikes in the New Forest
and we are planning a trip to
the coast.

A wide social programme is
very important during this
period in order to build up a
mass vouth movement. To do
this we must bring thousands
of young workers into the
Young Socialists, many of
whom will have had no pre-
vious interest in politics.

By bringing these young
people around us through a
variety of social activities we
can fight to win them to our
political programme.

It is very important to bring
school leavers into the Young
Socialists, for many of them
will be unable to find employ-
ment when they leave school
this summer,

From our social programme,
particularly from the disco-
theque, several of these young
people have come along to run
political meetings and now
take an active part in Keep
Left sales and other activities,

It is necessary for us now to
extend our social programme,
to improve our discotheque
and begin new activities, par-
ticularly sports, to bring many
more young people around to
build up our branch and fight
to build a Marxist leadership.

Rosemary Boxall
Southampton YS

Crosswords ?

I WOULD like to put forward
a suggestion that we have a
crossword puzzle in the Keep
Left on political questions and
current affairs.

The first winning entry vou
received could have a photo-
graph published in the Keep
Left or branches could try be-

tween them.
Exchange YS
Liverpool
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June 1968

THE YOUNG SOCIALISTS and the Socialist Labour League joined
with the National Association of Labour Student Organizations to
become the first section of the British labour movement to hold a
demonstration in support of the workers and students in France.

The march on Friday, May 17, called by the NALSO executive
was joined by students and Young Socialists from all over London.
At 2 meeting in the Caxton Hall, where the main speaker was a
voung student comrade from Paris, it was unanimously agreed that
a further demonstration should be held one week later.

Speaking on behalf of the Young Socialists, Sheila Torrance,
the ll:;tional secretary, urged for a massive campaign in the ensuing
wee
On the following Sunday, May 26, the Young Socialists and
the Socialist Labour League and large sections of trade unionists
marched in a 1,000-strong demonstration from Malet Street to
Wilton Street, near the French Embassy.

Before the march began, however, it was necessary to make a
few points clear as to the purpose of the demonstration.

Anarchists, who had come, quite obviously, simply to have a
punch-up, were told they could not march with the Young Social-
ists unless they were prepared to do so in a disciplined way and
obey the instructions of the appointed stewards.

It was explained that the Young Socialists were not going to
provoke a situation with the police. The state capitalists (Inter-
national Socialism) had originally agreed to the terms of the march.
But they rapidly changed their tune and lined up with the
Pabloites (Vietnam Solidarity Committee) and anarchists in
attempting to join the march. They attacked editor of The
Newsletter, Mike Banda, aud several stewards when they were told
they could not do so.

The Young Socialists refused to answer the provocation by
calling In the police. A cordon of our own stewards was formed
petween the Young Socialists’ march and the anarchists and their
“riends’ until the demonstration was under way.

At Knightsbridge a letter supporting the French workers and
students and demanding that the ban on Cohn-Bendit be lifted
and that police brutality cease was handed in at the French
Embassy.

On June 2 a public meeting at the Beaver Hall heard a
speaker from the Organisation Communiste Internationaliste,
French section of the International Committee of the Fourth
International, explain the events in France and the mew tasks
facing the working class.

From this meeting an appeal was launched for the fund to
assist the comrades in France, some of whom have been seriously
wounded over the past few weeks.

JOIN THE YOUNG
SOCIALISTS

| wish to join/know more about the Young Socialists. Please send

me details.

.................................................................................

Post to Shella Torrance, c/o 186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4

....................................................................................

Published by A. Jennings, 186s Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4
Printed by Plough Press

Lid. (T.U.), eio 180 Clapham High Streer, Loadom, S'W.¢ ;

Talking fo Ken Loach

@ From page 9

The years 1965-1966 opened up
vet another field, the *Wednesday
Play’. He joined a small group of
directors and producers who, as
he put it, ‘wanted to have a go’.

Disappointment came with the
discovery that he and others had
been channelled off into a ‘high-
brow' stream and isolated from
the general viewing public that
they wanted to reach,

Ken stressed quite strongly that
this is perhaps the greatest danger
in television; that a voung and
hopeful director, wanting to pre-
sent something he thinks is of
interest or importance, may quite
easily become very cynical or
simply disappear somewhere down
the back corridors of the studios,
only to be seen at some hour like
midnight, when most of the pub-
lic has gone to bed.

Ken Loach, however, was per-
haps more fortunate than most.
His direction of ‘Up the Junction’
for television received & certain
amount of acclaim and most
probably achieved a wide view-
ing.

Later this year he and producer
Tony Garnett plan to presenl an-
other television film, this time
about life in Liverpool. This,
he assured me, would interest
readers of Keep Left, so watch
out for it

Last year he made his first film
for release on the cinema circuit.
Called ‘Poor Cow’, it was adapted
from the novel of the same name
by Nell Dunn.

It got a mixed reception from
the reviewers., Ken Loach's own
criticism is that it was far too
pretty, ‘The great disadvantage is
that even a shabby block of flats
looks cheerful in colour,” he ex-
plained.

“The film was not meant to be
a story—rather a sympathetic
portrait of a girl who survives
even when everything goes
against her.'

His preference for working in
black and white is part of a gen-
eral outlook which he has to the
making of films,

He will work with an unknown
actor rather than ‘stars’ because
he likes his actors to be totally
committed to the film, not think-
ing about whether their present
part is going to be a good recom-
mendation for the next job.

The next film promises to be
interesting and controversial.

Running for 90 minutes and
again in colour, it is an insight
into the all-too common predica-
ment of a young lad at school,
relegated to the ‘C’ stream, a re-
ject of the selection process of
the British educational system.

Taking Yorkshire as his loca-
tion, Ken Loach sets his story
against a background of a mining
community, His young schoolboy
trains a kestrel, which is event-
ually killed by his older brother.

His abvious sympathies for the
problems of the working class
are not confined to expression in
film. He has been a member of
the Labour Party for many years.

Now extremely critical of Wil-
son and his policies he says: ‘In
1964 1 and others were very en-
thusiastic about the new Labour
government, but we allowed our-
selves to be fooled instead of
seeing it in its historical perspec-
tives. Looking back now, it is
very clear what they were pre-
paring to do'.

Recent events in France, he
savs, ‘were terrific’. ‘It isn’t a
question of the working class
being irresponsible because they
want more. We must talk in
terms of getting socialism.’

Because of his belief in a
socialist future, he is emphatic
about the dangers of the flower
power philosophy and ‘opting
out’, ‘It channels sections ofl right
away from political action. One
has to be in the fight,' he said.

Ken Loach is not just another
‘angry young man’,

His refusal to be slotted into
the conformity of the massive
film-making industry makes him
more than that, o

I for one am sure he has much
to contribute and I will not miss
his next film.

Revolution

® From page 7

port to ‘Révoltes’, the FER and
the OCI in their fight to build a
leadership which at the head of
the working class will defeat
capitalism in France.

The effects of the struggle of
the French workers will be enor-
mous, especially in Britain.

The resultant weakening of the
French economy will have dis-
astrous effects on the pound.
Wilson and his treacherous co-
horts will be forced into making
even bigger attacks on the work-
ing class—a working class which
has just had a demonstration of
the brutality of the capitalist state
and the immense power of the
working class in opposition to
this.
The French workers have
shown how the rotten policies of

National Committee condemns

in France

the bureaucratic traitors can be
defeated. They have blazed the
revolutionary trail for the whole
of the European working class.
The Young Socialists must pre-
pare for the coming revolutionary
strugeles in Britain. Firstly we
must assist financially the revo-
lutionary socialist vouth of
France through the £1,000 fund.
Secondly we must build in
Britain a mass Young Socialists
which can take the lead in revo-
lutionary struggles and destroy
Stalinism and social democracy
for good.
@ lon: live the French social-
ist revolution.
@ Long live the FER and ‘Ré-
voltes'.
@ Forward to the British Re-
volution.
@ Forward to the mass inter-
national revolutiopary youth
movement.

attack on ‘Revoltes’ and FER

Statement
by the National
Committee of the
Young Socialists

THE National Committee of
the Young Socialists protests
in the strongest possible way at
the action of the French gov-
ernment in making illegal the
Marxist-Leninist Union of Com-
munist Youth, the Federation
of Revolutionary Students, the
Communist Revolutionary

Youth, the ‘Révoltes’ vouth
group, the movement of March
22 and the Workers” Voice
organization.

The Federation of Revolu-
tionary Students and the ‘Ré-
voltes’ youth group are sister
organizations of the Young
Socialists.

We pledge ourselves to do
everything possible to mobilize
the support of the Labour
movement in Britain to force
the Gaullist regime te reverse
this dietatorial decision.

Sheila Torrance,
National Secretary,

TUC

@® From page 9

action, was a big breakthrough
for the movement, but was the
TUC's only major action for a
period of 30 vears.

After the 1901 Taff Vale judge-
ment, which meant that a trade
union could be sued and com-
pelled to pay for any action
undertaken by its officials, the
Labour Representation Commit-
tee and the Parliamentary Com-
mittee of the TUC were forced
to mobilize for the elections.

Fifty-four Labour and ‘Liberal-
’Lablo9%r6' candidates were returned
in :

Many excellent photographs
from the history show the really
mass character of the movement
forcing the TUC and Labour
leaders along at this period.

But the TUC was able to mis-
lead millions of workers behind
the capitalist class into two
World Wars. On August 24, 1914
the Parliamentary Committee of
the TUC voted in favour of all
unions observing an ‘industrial
truce’ for thé duration of the
war, and in 1939, besides un-
equivocally supporting the war,
it played a major role in the im-
perialist war effort.

_This policy of collaboration
with the employers also charac-
terizes the TUC leaders during
‘peace’.

This is the ‘theory’ which lies
behind its ‘reluctant’ support for
the incomes policy today. As pre-

sent TUC secretaryv George
Woodeock puts it in his intro-
duction to the history — ‘the

TUC's assertion of a right to
share in the government of the
nation inevitably involved an
obligation to assume some share
of responsibility in implementing
policies agreed with governments;
and the fulfillment of this obli-
gation inevitably tests the TUC's
representative capacity’.

Such ‘leaders’ are caught be-
tween the demands of their mem-
bers, and those of the employvers
who are always pressing to buy
them off.

They are absolutely hostile to
the working class taking history

i in its hands and overthrowing

capitalist society.

_This is why the section in the
history on the Russian Revolution
consists of a mere three para-
graphs which never once mention
the October revolution and the
establishment of a Soviet govern-
ment.

The TUC General Council's
sell-out of the 1926 General
Strike is explained away as the
result of a technical disagreement
between the Miners’ Federation
and the General Council, over
who was entitled’ te negotiate a
settlement.

_The starting-point for a real
history of the TUC must be the
struggle of the Young Socialists
to build a revolutionary leader-
ship in the trade unions which
will clear out these people and
make the trade unions an instru-

ment of the power of the work-
| ing class to fight for socialism.




