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THE POLL TAX

IS THE WAY FORWARD FOR BRITISH SOCIALISTS
REPORT ON THE SOCIALIST CONFERENCE

TRIBUTE TO NELSON MANDELA AT 70

THE SHARPEVILLE SIX MUST NOT HANG

THE ARGUMENT FOR A RE-TRIAL HAS BEEN TURNED DOWN. THE SIX YOUNG BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS WILL HANG IN JULY IF AN APPEAL FOR CLEMENCY IS REJECTED.
FIGHT TO SAVE THEIR I.IVES




COMMISSIONER IMBERT’S FIRST REPORT ON THE MET

‘No limit to what

CAROL BRICKLEY

Peter Imbert, Commissioner of
the Metropolitan Police has is-
sued his first annual report
(1987). Entitled ‘we can im-
prove the quality of life’, the
report is rather more pedestrian
than those of his predecessor Sir
Kenneth Newman who built his
reputation as a political strateg-
ist. Imbert is a ‘Force’ man and
despite a somewhat flowery
foreword Dbespattered with
quotes (‘there is no limit to what
aman can do or where he can go
as long as he doesn’t mind who
gets the credit’ etc), at the centre
of his report is the argument
that the Met policeman’s job is
not a happy one and therefore
he shouldn’t lose his London al-
lowances or the favoured status
(bottomless purse) extended to
him by the Tories over the last
five years.

The argument was lost before
the 120 page report (with a full
colour cover more grotesque
than any previous) was plonked
on the desk. The Thatcher gov-
ernment had already concluded
that it would not be wise to
openly lavish cash on the Met
whilst slashing the NHS and
education budgets on the eve of
the poll tax. This is especially so
since the Met clearly does not
meet Londoners’ expectations
and requirements of a police

force. Despite burgeoning Neigh- «

bourhood Watch, Cab Watch,
Pub Watch, Ad Nauseam Watch
Schemes, the crimes which af-
fect ordinary Londoners con-
tinue to rise (street crimes, rob-
bery, burglary, ‘racial inci-
dents’) or remain at the same
level (sexual offences).

In 1977 with a Force strength
of 22,239 officers, the Met

cleared up about 120,000 out
of 568,952 notifiable offences.
In 1988 out of 768,514 notifi-
able offences, they cleared up
120,354 with a Force strength of
27,438 plus increased use of
civilians. On a payment-by-
results basis, the police should
have a pay cut of some 24%.

No Met Commissioner has
ever been noted for his capacity
for self-criticism, and Imbert is
no exception. Attempts to stamp
out corruption and malpractice
have brought some of his pre-
decessors to their knees. Far bet-
ter to ignore it. The record of the
outcome of police complaints
remains absurd. Out of 5,236
complaints in 1987 (an increase
of 3%) 1,171 were referred to the
Police Complaints Authority
and 105 were upheld. Out of
1,049 referred to the Director of
Public Prosecutions, 5 (for As-
sault) were proceeded with.
This is the nearest we get to any
reference to the Holloway as-
sault case which took years to
uncover because Holloway pol-
ice were unwilling to identify
the officers involved.

Over the year the Met devoted
45% fewer resources to public
order policing with the end of
the News International dispute
and a decline in the number and
size of demonstrations follow-
ing the introduction of the Pub-
lic Order Act. The pattern of
protest, according to Imbert, has
shifted from mass marches to
‘vociferous protest groups’,
from international topics to loc-
al issues.

During the Wapping dispute,
however, officers ‘were subject-
ed to both physical and psycho-
logical attack from which they
were not protected by their
uniforms (!)’. ‘An examination
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‘aman can do’

of their response to those
tacks’, says Imbert, ‘must

nise that beneath the outer
clothing, policemen and police-
women have exactly the same
human frailties as the rest of
society from which we are
drawn’. The behaviour of the
Met at Wapping is currently be-
ing ‘investigated’ by Northamp-
tonshire Constabulary. Imbert’s
comment is clearly aimed at
this. Sub judice rules don’t app-
ly apparently to the Met.

Football, of course, was a
loser. The much vaunted spec-
ial operations against hooligan-
ism collapsed days before Im-
bert’s report appeared because
police officers, as usual, decid-
ed to exercise their creativity on
the evidence. Full marks, how-
ever, have to go to the wit at
Scotland Yard who named one
of the operations ‘Own Goal’.
We hope he will be featured in
next year’s report in the ‘special
commendations’ section.

Four alleged armed robbers
were shot dead and two were
seriously injured by armed pol-
ice, yet Imbert admits that ‘an
offence of violence against the
person is now less likely, than at
any time in the last five years, to
involve a weapon of any kind’.

The last words must go to the
new man at the Met:

‘We should be courteous and
patient with everyone, what-
ever their appearance, or
place in society. We must be
professional, calm and re-
strained in the face of vio-
lence and apply only that
force which is necessary to ac-
complish our legitimate dut-
ies . . . Be fair, be friendly, but
be firm.’

Pigs might fly. l

Housing benefit

changes

DAVE BURTON

When the Tories’ sweeping
social security cuts came into
force at the beginning of April,
the abolition of housing benefit
supplement was overshadowed
by other major changes.

Yet the abolition of housing
benefit supplement (HBS) left
over 200,000 claimants even
poorer. HBS was paid to those
whose income, including hous-
ing benefit, fell below supple-
mentary benefit level after rent

Fighting the
Poll Tax in
Glasgow

GRAHAM JOHNSON

There are over 40 anti-Poll Tax
groups in Glasgow in most of
the working class areas, includ-
ing Drumchapel, Castlemilk,
Maryhill, Govan, Govanhill
and Pollok. The Pollok group in
particular is big. Hundreds at-
tend the meetings and it has
mass support in the community.
All these groups are outside the
Labour Party’s ‘Stop It’ cam-
paign which has done nothing

fight for
education

GRACE LIVINGSTONE

In May over a thousand stu-
dents walked out of their
schools and marched to the
Department of Education to
hand in a petition against Ken-
neth Baker's Education ‘Re-
form’ Bill and the abolition of
ILEA. The march was organised
by Student Action For Education
(SAFE), formed by students
from schools all over north Lon-
don to fight the Bill.

Most teachers’ action has now
been stamped out by the NUT
and ILEA. Neil Fletcher, leader
of Labour-controlled ILEA, is
implementing cuts on behalf of
the Thatcher government and
cooperating with the Tories’
abolition of ILEA, to make it ‘as
smooth as possible’. Teachers at
my school have had letters

and rates had been paid. Impor-
tantly, HBS was defined as a
supplementary benefit pay-
ment, so those receiving it were
entitled to the same health
benefits as supplementary bene-
fit claimants.

Now a Merseyside appeals tri-
bunal has ruled that Social Ser-
vices Secretary John Moore ex-
ceeded his powers in abolishing
HBS. Moore scrapped HBS with-
out parliamentary debate or vote
by the simple expedient of mov-
ing it from supplementary bene-
fit regulations to housing bene-

apart from produce a leaflet,
make a record and get publicity
onTV. '

The local groups are an
alliance of left groups, the
Labour left, tenants’ groups,
community groups and ordinary
people who form the majority. A
conference is being held on 10
July.

The conference will be a for-
um for activists to get together
and hammer out strategies for
the future. It is open to everyone.
There will be workshops on for-
cing Labour councils not to im-
plement the tax; civil liberties;
building resistance in the trade
unions; building community
resistance; and the lessons of
history.

In most areas the Poll Tax
snoopers have been round with
their forms. In some areas suc-
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threatening them with immed-
iate dismissal if they take any
further strike action.

It became obvious that in-
dependent student action was
necessary to fight the Bill effec-
tively. SAFE is not affiliated to
any one party or confined by
what the NUT or ILEA are pre-
pared to accept. We are fighting
for our education.

There are members of the
RCG, LPYS, Militant and SWP
though the majority are pre-
viously non-political young
people who have been spurred
into action by the attacks on
their -education. We are now
planning for a London-wide
strike next October and organis-
ing a student conference with
ILEA councillors.

SAFE has already shown that
it is possible to organise a fight
back in the schools. SAFE now
has to spread its organisation to
every school and FE college in
London and gain wider support
through pickets, street petition-
ing and leafleting. We are deter-
mined to defend our right to
education. W

fit rules — and then including it
in April’s massive housing
benefit cuts. Thus a safety net
intended to protect nearly half a
million of the very poor, who
fell even below the subsistence
level of supplementary benefit,
was quietly removed.

The tribunal’s ruling, on the
case of a Birkenhead pensioner
who lost £13.31 a week, could
mean the government has to
repay some £80m a year, though
the Tories are bound to appeal
against the judgement.

This case shows clearly the
appalling cynicism of Thatcher-
ism. While the filthy rich, still
counting their budget gains,
pack the House of Lords to force
through the Poll Tax, benefits
for the very poor are taken away
without even the pretence of a
democratic process. W

cessful campaigns of non-
registration are under way. In
Govan the local campaign is get-
ting one person in every street
not to register to provide a focus
for community solidarity and
strength.

Labour-controlled Strath-
clyde Regional Council has
begun to send out letters inform-
ing people that they are being
fined. Along with this letter,
they are sending another letter
saying that they are ‘opposed’ to
the Poll Tax and do not like what
they are doing. Hypocrisy is
hardly the word for this.

It is clear that the resistance to
the Poll Tax will have to fight the
Labour councils who put Kin-
nock’s political career and their
own necks before the needs of
working class people in
Scotland. W
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Loyalists
halted

NICK LEWIS

On Saturday 18 June, hundreds
of socialists, anti-fascists and
republicans prevented the
Orange Order and their Nation-
al Front allies from getting into
Chesterfield town centre. Org-
anised by the local Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland, the demon-
stration was supported by the
RCG, VMDC, Anti-Fascist Ac-
tion, Red Action, SWP, TOM
and others.

To their shame, Labour controll-
ed Chesterfield Labour Council
had encouraged the Orange
Order  demonstration by
donating £46,000 to their sec-
tarian third centenary celebra-
tions.

At the rally ending the anti-
fascist demonstration Gerald
McGuigan, North Belfast Sinn.
Fein councillor, spoke about the
havoc and intimidation of Or-
ange marches in the Six Coun-
ties. Calling for a fightback
against repression in Britain and
support for Irish self-determina-
tion he concluded that ‘you have
to recognise that Ireland is the
key to the British revolution.’
The VMDC also spoke and a
message of solidarity was
delivered from the RCG. W
® Meanwhile in London less
than one hundred fascists mar-
ched against ‘terrorism’, with
particular focus on the libera-
tion struggle in South Africaand
Nelson Mandela. The Non Stop
Picket was well protected by
hundreds of supporters.
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What was the reaction to the
calling off of secondary action?

Susan Haynes: The majority ac-
cepted the reasons given for call-

ing it off: that it was crumbling |

and if it wasn’t called off you'd
have the situation all over the
country that you have in Dover.
NUS members stood outside
while scab labour works the
ships.

We lobbied the BGM (Biennial

General Meeting) in Hull. There
were seamen there from Aber-
deen, Liverpool, Harwich, Man-
chester who were very angry
bearing in mind that people
from Aberdeen had been sacked.
Liverpool put a motion calling
for the resignation of executive
council members involved with
calling off the secondary action
which was thrown out.
Andre Bradford: They always
hide behind the rules and they
said that the motion was against
the rules. It was a split vote.
Their delegates are hand-picked
men, That’s what you’re fight-
ing.

SH: The crack in the secondary.

action was nowhere near as
great as they implied. A branch
secretary openly admitted that
there was a conspiracy in the
union. It was an excuse to wind
down the action and a lot of peo-
ple saw it that way.

Do you think the secondary ac-
tion should have been called
off?

SH & AB: No, no, no way.

AB: Even at the beginning we
couldn't get everybody out. It
was constantly fluctuating. If
P&O find it very difficult to get a
ship on the run even now how is

it that Seahnk was supposedly.
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ondary action would be llfted
from 1pm on Friday. Now that
Sealink ship was ready to sail,
round about midnight on Thurs-
day. It was stage-managed.

on Sealink workers.

pressure
Why risk their jobs if P&O strik-

ers were being offered jobs?
AB: There's been no direction.

- They leave it to the individual to

make the decision. They are the
leadership and the majority of
people look to them. They've
caused the indecision.

SH: A lot of people have left the
dispute to join Sealink because
they’ve had noguidance fromthe
leadership. One day an official
says ‘‘No, you shouldn’t join
Sealink’’. The next day another
says ‘‘Yes, go and get a job on
Sealink’’.

What do you think of the ‘com-
mercial war’ tactic?

SH: It’s a cop out. If people
didn’t stop sailing when the
Herald went down they’re cer-
tainly not going to stop sailing
now.

You would only have the same
fight with Sealink later.

SH: That’s right. It's a backdoor
job really.

If P&O get away with it Sealink
will follow suit.

AB: That's the logic of profit-
making. You're not going to
have two sets of ferries, one run-
ning at a loss and the other mak-
ing lasting profits.

SH: What was Sam McCluskie
doing anyway negotiating with
another greedy shipping bar-
on? Sherwood is probably more
ruthless than Stirling. He deci-
mated Sealink when he first
took it over.

Has there been any pressure to
call off the mass pickets?
SH: We've had three warnings

Sealmk could on]y increase tbe

The P&O strike is now in its twentieth week. Deserted by McCluskie and co, the
TUC and the Labour Party, the strikers fight on.

We argued in FRFI 78 that the P&0 strike could not be reduced, as the SWP
would have it, to a simple confrontation between the leadership and the rank
and file. The rank and file itself is split. The leadership represents a layer which
has gamed under Thatcherism and which prefers to protect what it has rather
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McCIuskle s actions have enoouraged
back to work while isolating those who want to fight. The ofﬁclal funds fur
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example, are taking control away from the strikers and their support groups

urgesallreadersfom"“"emmto

and, as Susan Haynes points out, isolating the strikers as individuals.
T LORAN and JENNY SUTTON spoke to Susan Haynes, sacked
r d, on Thursday 9 June. FRFI
P&Ostﬁfmsandm make

sure that all donations are directed to the support groups.

‘a conspiracy

in the uniony

P&0 STRIKERS SPEAK OUT

from the union solicitor. Sam
McCluskie told us not to go on
the picket line.

What effect are the official funds
having on the support groups?
SH: Revenue lost has been enor-
mous. If we don’t get our money
in we can’t keep the kitchens go-
ing. The money in the funds is
coming to individuals not to the
kitchens. Two are on the point of
collapsing. We were very well
able to keep going on our own.
These people have muscled in. I
think it’s just another way to
squeeze us and to control us.
AB: The effect will be at the
higher level. Trade union bran-
ches, Labour Party wards will do
it through the official channels.
SH: These funds are paid to in-
dividuals. It isolates everybody

as individuals rather than acting
as a collective group. They're
just isolating us all once again.
The support groups have be-
come a very important part of
our dispute as they were in the
miners’ strike. It’s what holds
people together. I think if they
destroy our support groups then
the strike is over. This appears to
be the aim.

Are you still campaigning for a
national strike?

AB: Oh yes. There’s not just us
sacked. Belfast freight, Aber-
deen, Hull and a few others have
got sacked members. Whether
the leaders call it or not it's what
we‘ve got to work towards.

What do you think of the TUC'’s
response?
AB: Have they had a response?

Gin and tonic wasn’t it? Didn’t
even know we still had a TUC. I
thought that was defunct in
1926.

SH: We were saying the other
night. What is their function?
What are they there for? They've
done nothing. Just giving us
conscience money, The trade
union leaders are so weak.

What about the Labour Party?
AB: Kinrock has shown no real
support. He hasn’'t been down
here. We've invited him to the
rally and so on but he doesn’t
come.

When we came before there was
a lot of suspicion of the left.

SH: We've been branded mili-
tant.

AB: People are changing very
gradually. They do now stop
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and think and question which is
something to build on. Dover’s
been a very weak area but now
there’s been a certain swing. Just
because you speak out and say
what you believe in you're term-
ed a militant.

You've come up against the anti-
union laws haven't you?

SH: At the end of the day you've
got to defy these laws.

AB: The trade union movement
was built on fighting against the
law so what’s changed?

SH: Once you're out on strike
you're so tied up and every road
you go down takes you to no-
where. So what is the answer
then? We all have to accept
whatever work conditions, pay
scales that management wants
to throw at us? If you're not go-
ing to change things by breaking
the laws and you can’t change
them by staying within them,
what are you going to do?
There’s no choice anymore.
You've got to break the law.

AB: The way we're doing it now
is allowing them to pick us off
one by one. But we're fighting
our own as well. The higher lev-
el of the union, the TUC and our
own labour movement. We're
fighting them as well.

‘But isn’t it also the case that

there are workers in reasonably
paid work who've benefited
from the last nine years and who
have something to lose and so

~don’t want to take illegal action?

AB: The government have made
that haven't they? They've crea-
ted it for that reason. Like the
selling off of council houses to
have that layer there so they've
got a hold on them. We've done
well to keep 60%

i
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SH: With our two combined
wages we were earning decent
money. But we were not pre-
pared to work those new condi-

tions. Whatever we've got to

lose we've got to stand there and

| lose it. When you get into these

|

loukhﬁfpniiﬁcs though it gets a
bit frightening. People shy away
from it. The media tells them
““You have this choice. You can
vote for the Tories or you can
vote for Labour'’. That’s the two
guidelines.

Anything to the left ot Kinnock
is “‘loony left”’. Anybody who
resists gets attacked. Ron Brown
gets the Labour whip taken off
him for damaging a parliamen-
tary bauble.

SH: | think they're frightened.
The people who now want a
change are on the increase. That
threatens their status.

AB: But they are manoeuvrable
with grass roots pressure. Our
local official was a JP. He's now
resigned as a JP. He's also said
that he will resign from the

unionratherthanbe forced totell

us to call off the pickets. If P&O
win it’s the same thing as hap-
pened with the miners. Each
time it's a further erosion of the
trade union movement. [ think
there will come a day, I thought
it might have been with us,
perhaps it will be the NHS,
when we will get a general
strike. Maybe it's too late for us
in our strike but in another way
it isn’t really. What we're doing
will be of benefit to others cer-
tainly to the youth of tomnorrow.
We're just one part of it.

Donations should be sent to:
Deal Women'’s Support Group,
Magness House, Mill Hill, Deal,
Kent (tel: 0304 367840). Che-
ques/POs should be made pay-
able to Deal Women'’s Support
Group.

W
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Thursday 16 June saw the
government slipping yet
another clause into the ever-
growing Criminal Justice Bill
The new clause will give the
RUC the power to take mouth
swabs by force, for genetic
fingerprinting tests. The Labe
‘Opposition’ (for want of a
better word) welcomed the
move. The clause will give th:
RUC further excuse to brutali:
any nationalist unfortunate
enough to fall into their hand:
These tests, the government
claims, are foolproof (an
important consideration whe:
the RUC’s concerned). Isn't it
odd though that over at the
Home Office, deportations
Minister Timothy Renton
refuses to provide these tests
people seeking to prove their
right to stay in or enter Britair
Tim has ‘doubts’ about the
tests’ accuracy. The tests are
good enough to put you behir
bars but not good enough to g
you a passport.

This, the best of all possible
worlds, spends $2 million pes
minute on weapons while eve
three days 120,000 children i
the Third World die of hunge:
and lack of medical care. It's
important to get one’s prwtiﬁ
right after all.

e ]

Talking of priorities the GMB
has lammhed a new campaigs
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mortgages, personal
lower interest rdas,
and car breakdown services.
Good to see they have

interests of the worklng class’
heart. i
s

The government, of course, is
not intervening in the P&0
strike. It comes as a surprise,
therefore, to discover who is
being watered and fed at
government expense in Deal
Royal Marines Barracks. Why
it’s scab crews being trained t
work P&QO ships. And who is
being paid a rumoured £80 a
head a night to clean said scal
ships? Why it's the Deal Roya
Marines. Who'’d have thought
it?

ST

You too can be a Poll Tax
snooper. Under the heading
‘Can you implement the
Community Charge’ the
London Borough of Enfield
offers £26,000 pa, a car, up to
£50,000 for a home ownershij
equity share (whatever that
might be), an interest-free
bridging loan, full relocation
costs and assistance with
temporary housing. Selling o
doesn’t come cheap these day
Hats off then to those public
spirited Scottish Labour
councillors who are doing it fi
nothing.

]

And finally . . . where would
we be without the RCP, 1 ask
myself? Hard on the heels of
their revelation that all
employers are exploiters they
made another Amazing
Discovery. Ace reporter Lindz
Ryan investigated the Met anc
concluded ‘Never trust the
police’ (tns, 20 May 1988).
That's told 'em Linda. Next
week: ‘Capitalism: is it based
on profit?’.

]
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Thousands join
Turkish strike wave ;

LIZ PALM

Since 1985 students and work-
ers in Turkey have started
mobilising once more. Signifi-
cantly they are organising them-
selves independently of the
trade unions, loyal to and mas-
terminded by the Turkish fas-
cist state, and the state-control-
led student organisations.
The turning point was 1985. The
Turkish fascist rulers had in-
troduced a ‘return to democ-
racy’ policy. Under this policy,
the higher education laws were
tobe ‘liberalised’. After the 1980
putsch, the universities and col-
legues’ right to independent ad-
ministration had been with-
drawn, the fascists alone were to
select the lecturers and profes-
sors, the curriculum, text books,
areas of academic research etc.
The possibility that places of
higher education might once
again become breeding grounds
of revolutionaries and commun-
ists was to be removed.

But this new generation of

students organised themselves.

The high point of their protests

came in Spring 1987 when the
first illegal mass demonstration
of thousands of students at Istan-
bul university took place since
the putsch. Baton wielding,
armed police stormed the dem-
onstrators. There were over 200
arrests.

The students inspired many of
the exploited and oppressed of
Turkey's factories and commer-
cial sectors. Within the last 18
months, strikes have been held
in the electronic and chemical
industry, the textile and leather-
processing sectors which em-
ploy principally women at ex-
tortionately low wages, in sup-
ermarket chains and food sup-
pliers, the glass, steel and alum-
inium industry. Also transpert
workers and printers have join-
ed in strikes.

In the case of the leather in-
dustry centred around Istanbul,
in particular the industrial es-
tate called Kazlicesme, a strike
was called in April 1987 in 33
concerns. This resulted in a
mass lock out of the striking
workers. By June, strikes were
being held in over 120 leather-
processing companies. Pickets

‘were held in the streets and in
the housing estates, culmina-
ting in demonstrations, some of-
ficial, others spontaneous, at-
tracting numbers of up to 5,000.

The financial losses, hard-
ships for the families of the strik-
ers, the risks and dangers in-
volved, do not deter workers
from making their demands: 8
hour working day (in most fac-
tories, workers slave away for up
to 12 hours a day), pay increases,
longer holidays etc.

Where the demands of the
workers are at least in part ful-
filled, the benefits obtained can
only be of short duration. Prices
haverisen by over 70% since last
Spring, inflation for this year is
calculated to reach between
80% and 90%. Electricity prices
have increased by 50% and wat-
er by 40%. The prices of sugar,
cigarettes and Raki (the favour-
ite alcoholic drink of the Turks),
consumer goods more typical of
the working classes, have also
increased drastically. The im-
perialist economic stranglehold
imposed on Turkey ensures the
continuation of this crisis.

Although May Day celebra-

Troopsontttestmetso’MafollowhofhﬂQBﬂpuGch

tions are forbidden in Turkey,
this did not prevent several
thousand workers and students
from gathering in Istanbul and
Ismir in a show of strength.
There were bloody clashes bet-
ween armed police thugs and
students protesting in Istanbul
university. The students were
severely beaten up and arrested
in large numbers. One student
likened the scene to a battlefield
and described how the halls of
the university were lined with
the bodies of beaten up, bleed-
ing demonstrators. Clashes bet-

ween police and workers were
reported from other demonstrat-
ors also.

Situations such as these have
never prevented Turkey’'s fas-
cist generals from making the
usual threats. Kenan Evren, the
1980 putsch General and now
president of the Turkish state,
made a speech on 30 April, prior
to the May Day celebrations. He
warned those people who ‘want
to return to the conditions as

they were before 12 September

1980’ that the military will once

‘again intervene. M

. Thatcher
embraces
Turkish
fascist

TREVOR RAYNE

Turkey’s fascist President Gen-
eral Evren is visiting Britain in
July. Thatcher is keen to polish
up the image of this barbarian
responsible for the arrest of half
a million people and execution
of 50 after the 1980 military
coup.
Over 100,000 people have been
tortured since then: the torture
continues to this day. On 8 June
the trial began of two communist
leaders arrested upon their re-
cent return to Turkey. In court
they shouted to journalists that
they had been tortured: electric
shocks to the genitals, hosing
with freezing water, hanging
from the ceiling. Evren praised
the vicious beating up of May
Day demonstrators and jour-
nalists in Istanbul by his police.
This thug is appreciated by
Thatcher. His visit must be vig-
orously opposed - join the De-
monstration against General
Evren's Visit, Saturday 2 July.
Assemble Speakers’ Corner,
Hyde Park, 2pm. Called by the
Organising Committee to Pre-
vent General Evren's Visit, W

MOSCOW

SUMMIT

BOB SHEPHERD

The fourth meeting in three
years took place in Moscow be-
tween Reagan and Gorbachev
from 29 May to 1 June. Amongst
all the media non-news of Ron
and Nancy meeting the people
in Red Square and Reagan’s
rhetoric about human rights the
only concrete result of the sum-
mit was the signing of the INF
treaty. The treaty had been
drawn up at the Washington
summit and is the result of Gor-
bachev’s diplomatic offensive
against the US.

The pre-summit goal of Gor-
bachev was to get a 50% reduc-
tion in strategic arms, this was
blocked by the insistence of the
US that no further reductions in
nuclear weapons was possible
until conventional arms were
reduced in Europe. When, in
response to this, the Soviet Un-
ion proposed the exchange of
data on arms and forces in
Europe, and their verification
through on-site inspection the
US refused to agree. As Gor-
bachev put it,

‘As soon as we come close to
real proposals in order to ad-
vance that process (reduction
of conventional arms), there
begins incomprehensible ma-
noeuvering and departure.’

This incomprehensible position
was cleared up by the US sec-
retary of state Frank Carlucci

speaking in Tokyo after the sum-
mit. He said,

‘better relations must be built
on strong foundations, our
ability to defend ourselves,
and our interests..
mitry is no substitute for
security’
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was seen throughout the oon-v

ference,,the refusal to stop the
development of Star Wars and
abide by the 1972 Anti-Ballistic
Missile Treaty, and the refusal
to allow sea-based cruise mis-
siles to come under any agree-
ment.

The initiatives taken by the
Soviet Union at this summit to
push ahead with the process of
nuclear disarmament, started at
the last summit in Washington,
have clearly been blocked by the
intransigence of US imperial-
ism W

KINNOCK LEARNS
TO LOVE THE
BOMB

TERRY O'HALLORAN

Commenting on Kinnock's suc-
cess in getting his ‘policy re-
view’ procedure accepted by
the 1987 Labour Party Confer-
ence, | wrote: ‘Kinnock now has
a free hand to construct a set of
policies fit for the labour
aristocracy [including] scrapp-
ing of non-nuclear defence
policy . . .’ (FRFI 72)
Kinnock said then that Labour
needed to ‘review' the ‘time-
table’ and ‘negotiating strategy’
of its non-nuclear policy. His re-
cent television statement about
moving away from ‘something
for nothing’' disarmament was
hardly new.

Nor indeed, was it anything
new in the history of the Labour

Party. It was, after all, the 1945.

Labour government that secretly

launched Britain's post war
nuclear weapons development
programime.

The resignation of Labour
defence spokesperson Denzil
Davies, on Tuesday 14 June, has
little to do with an alleged
change on Kinnock’s part. It
arose from Kinnock’s increas-
ingly obvious contempt for any
semblance of democratic deci-
sion making. In making his
television statement Kinnock
not only ignored what is formal-
ly Labour Party policy, he also
pre-empted his own ‘policy
review’ procedure. Labour may
‘listen’ but Kinnock intends to
do all the talking.

Let us not forget either that at
the 1987 Labour Party Con-

ference it was Joan Ruddock MP,

erstwhile CND leader, who said
that Trident should be used
‘politically’ to demand a Soviet
response. All those in the lead-
ership of CND who have sought
to confine CND to what is accep-
table to the Labour and trade
union leadership have aided
and abetted Kinnock’s treach-

ery.
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Those who want to fight
British nuclear warmongering
cannot either place any reliance
on the trade unions. The
Transport and General Workers
Union Executive's decision, on
Thursday 9 June, to defer a deci-
sion on the Labour leadership
contest was followed by Ron
Todd, general secretary, declar-
ing his personal commitment
both to non-nuclear defence
policy and to Kinnock’s leader-
ship. Todd cannot have it both
ways: either you support uni-
lateralism or you support Kin-
nock. You cannot do both.

Of course, the trade union
block vote will thud into place
behind Kinnock. Like Kinnock
they represent the narrow pol-
itical prejudices of that section
of the working class which has
gained under Thatcher. Those
who genuinely support the
scrapping of British nuclear
weapons have to build an effec-
tive political campaign which
will not allow the lust for power
of Kinnock and Co to stand in the
way. W
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‘Everyone in the nation has
benefited from the increased
prosperity - everyone’ (That-
cher, House of Commons, 17
May 1988)
1he British economy appears to
be booming. Average earnings
increases, at 8.75 per cent per
cent per year to April 1988, were
more than double the rate of in-
flation. Unemployment contin-
ues to fall. Manufacturing out-
put has been growing at a yearly
rate of 5.1 per cent and manufac-
turing productivity at 5.5 per
cent over the first quarter of
1988. Prosperity there certainly
is but it is not for everybody. And
there are signs that this boom
will shortly be coming to an end.
The acceleration in economic
growth is being fuelled by a
credit boom which is threaten-
ing to get out of control. Con-
sumer credit is growing at 18.6
per cent per year. Personal bank
loans and mortgage lending are
growing even faster at nearly 22
per cent. Prices are beginning to
rise. In May the inflation rate
rose to 4.2 per cent, up from 3.9
per cent on the previous month,
and will almost certainly go up
higher.

The government would like to
put up interest rates to dampen
this boom. The problem is that
higher interest rates push up
sterling and threaten the com-
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petitiveness of British exports.
Already the trade gap is rapidly
deteriorating. Latest figures
point to a record balance of pay-
ments deficit of £11bn in 1988,
nearly three times that forecast
by the government. Further de-
terioration could lead toarun on
the pound forcing the govern-
ment to rapidly raise interest
rates to defend sterling. This in
turn would quickly end the pre-
sent mini-boom and unemploy-
ment would rise again as invest-
ment slowed down and profits
began to fall. Whatever the gov-
ernment does problems lie
ahead.

Behind the present, if tempor-
ary, economic prosperity lie
three main sources of govern-
ment funds. The first comes
from North Sea oil, not only in-
creasing government revenues,
but also, by contributing mass-
ively to the balance of payments,
removing previous constraints
on economic expansion. Despite
this, manufacturing output has
only just reached the 1979 peak
and is still below the peak of
August 1974. And now North
Sea oil is starting to run
down. Secondly come funds in
the region of £5bn a year from

one off privatisation proceeds -
selling off national assets. And
finally there has been the mass-
ive transfer of wealth from the
poor to the government, and
from the poor to the rich.

me vicious attacks on socml
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health service charges to a mass-
ive rise in the charge for elec-
tricity, the attack on the poor has
been relentless. When the gov-
ernment, soon after it came to of-
fice in 1979, dropped the earn-
ings link for pensions, increas-
ing them in line with inflation
only, the savings were enor-
mous. This year alone they have
been estimated at £4bn. There
has been prosperity for some,
but certainly not for everybody.
In fact, as recent figures from
the Low Pay Unit show, the
numbers of poor have been
growing rapidly as the gap bet-
ween rich and poor has increas-
ed. In 1985 9.38 million people
(17 per cent of the population)
were on or below the poverty
line (supplementary benefit
level), a rise of 55 per cent on
1979. 15.42 million (29 per cent)
were living in poverty or on its
margins (up to 140 per cent of
supplementary benefit), a rise of
33 per cent on 1979. Between
1981 and 1985 the real dispos-
able income of the lowest decile
- an average of the poorest fifth
of households - fell by 5.1 per
cent. And recent figures show
that the living standards of most
low income households are fall-
ing still further behind those on
average and high incomes.
Kinnock in defending Lab-
our’s present policy shift to the
right argued that the party had to
accept that the electorate had
changed. ‘Although by 1991 one
in three people would be living
on or below the poverty line,
many others would have higher
incomes than ever before.’
While Thatcher denies that the
poor exist, Kinnock is deter-
mined that they will have no in-
fluence on Labour policy. B
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The second Socialist
Conference took place in
Chesterfield on 11/12
June. Nine months after
the first conference, with
several regional meetings
and other sponsored
conferences in hetween,
the Socialist Conference
reassembled in
Chesterfield to continue
the discussion and to see
if their kind of socialism
offered a way forward.
Around 2,000 delegates
attended.

DAVID REED & LORNA REID

In our report of last year’s conference
we argued that ‘it was more impor-
tant to find the issues which would
allow us to unite in action, in partic-
ular in defence of those facing the on-
slaught of Thatcherism, than to talk
past each other about our ideological
differences.’” Future meetings, we
argued, ‘had to be more representa-
tive of the forces fighting back’ and
had ‘to aim at creating unity in
action.’

UNITY IN ACTION AGAINST THE
POLL TAX

In an attempt to achieve this the RCG
argued for this year’s socialist confer-
ence to organise an Action Against
the Poll Tax conference.

To this end six of our eleven dele-
gates at the conference attended
policy groups wh

ent that a) the Foll 1ax, 1n affe »-;u."_
all working class families, was the
issue around which we could all
unite and b) that the Socialist Confer-
ence to be relevant, had to support ac-
tion against the Poll Tax on the prin-

Mmmn
payment, found general support from

the vast majority of delegates at the
found allies in a number of «
from the Independent Labour Party
(ILP) who are active in organising
local campaigning groups around the
country. Like us they were concerned
that the campaign be built from below
from the people who ‘can’t pay’, not
placing reliance on the official

Labour and trade union movement.
Only massive pressure from below
will force Labour councils and local

RESOLUTION FROM POLL
TAX POLICY GROUP

1. To support proposed conference on
action against the Poll Tax in the
Autumn to be open to all groups and
individuals opposed to the Poll Tax.
The purpose of the conference is to
help create, with other organisa-
tions, a national network of Poll Tax
resistance and to unify and coordin-
ate tactics of civil disobedience and
direct action against the register, oc-
cupations and mass non-payments.

2. Wecall on the TUC, the PLP and the
NEC of the Labour Party to more ef-
fectively promote awareness of the
danger of the Poll Tax. To support a
national demonstration and coordi-
nate support for local councils and
trade unions engaged in non-
compliance with the Poll Tax. We
believe that a united trade union and
council stand on non-cooperation is
vital. ’

3. We further suggest to the Campaign
Group that civil disobedience
against the Poll Tax be made a more
prominent part of their campaign for
the leadership.

There was also support for forcing the
STUC to turn its proposed ten minute
stoppage in September into a 24 hour
strike.

ere the issue of the

‘unions, wi_th‘ demands

SOCIALIST CONFERENCE 1988

Poll Tax: RCG

calls for unity
In action

in refusing to implement the Poll
Tax. That is why what is now needed
is a grass roots campaign to build on
the real anger and opposition to the
Poll Tax that exists amongst ordinary
people.

Gary Kent (ILP) reporting from the
Poll Tax policy group to the plenary
said, in arguing for an action confer-
ence against the Poll Tax in the
Autumn, that the intention,

‘is to bring together all Poll Tax
campaigns and individuals, in
alliance in action, in order to create
a national network of resistance
and to unify the tactics of civil dis-
obedience that are going to be
needed - non registration, non
payment, occupation of Poll Tax
offices.’

While he also argued on the need to
support and encourage non-coopera-
tion by local authorities and trade
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on grass roots campaigns.

phasis was

‘My experience [is] and that of
other comrades around the country
involved in'local groups which are
broad based, involving tenants,
churches and many individuals
who have never been involved in
any political activity, all who come

“Can’t pay, won't pay. They can't
jail us all or is that why they are
building all these new prisons?"’
There's an anger, there’s an enthu-
siasm and there’s a militancy in
these campaigns which we need to
channel into a determined, coher-
ent and united resistance. We can
defeat the Poll Tax if we unite
around civil disobedience.’

The success of our intervention was
shown when, in the final plenary ses-
sion, Kevin Davey, chair of the Social-
ist Society, speaking for the steering
committee from the platform said,
‘The one thing the Socialist Confer-
ence can genuinely contribute to in
each locality is a campaign against
the Poll Tax. And this is something
that we are going to urge on the in-
coming group of this [steering] com-
mittee as a priority.’

A steering committee to organise
an action conference in the Autumn,
the provisional date is 22 October,
has been set up. RCG delegates from
around the country have joined that
committee.

LITTLE EVIDENCE OF THE FORCES
FIGHTING BACK

Forabody intent on ‘creating a move-
ment for our times' the Socialist
Conference represents a very narrow
stratum from the socialist and work-
ing class movement. The predomi-
nant force present was from the left of
the Labour Party. Nearly all the Brit-
ish left which directs its political
work to the official labour movement
were there buzzing around them,
some inside and some outside of the
Labour Party. The rest were indepen-
dent, anti-party radicals and social-
ists - many of them ex-members of

British left groups - a true reunion of
all those not sure where to go.

Missing from Chesterfield were the
forces that are already fighting back.
Gestures were made in the direction
of some of them - limited to those in-
volved in trade union struggles. Al-
though women from the NUS support
groups were invited to speak to the
conference no effort seems to have
been made to ensure the presence of
the seafarers and their communities.
There was much talk about the attack
on the NHS and the social services
but again little evidence of nurses,
ancillary workers and working class
families dependent on welfare bene-
fits.

Speaker after speaker from the or-
ganising committee referred to the
need for the Socialist Conference to
represent women, black people, the
Irish people and oppressed minori-
ties. Policy groups were held around
these themes but appeared only to ad-
vance the credentials and narrow
horizons of the well known ‘profes-
sionals’ promoting these issues. The
Socialist Conference, if it is to have
any real impact, has to ensure that the
forces engaged in day to day struggles
against the onslaught of Thatcherism
have a real presence and influence at
its future meetings and campaigns.

Tony Benn speaking at the Socialist Conference

Labour Party,

‘The SWP seems to have more
illusions in Labour councils
than the councillors
themselves.’ |
Lambeth councillor, Joan Wells

SWP SWINGS TO THE RIGHT

A new movement of socialists will
only advance if it breaks away from
the narrow confines and interests of
the official Labour and trade union
movement. Some forces within the
Socialist Conference already recog-
nise this, eg those supporting the
broad based action conference
against the Poll Tax. Others are clear-
ly resisting this. Prominent amongst
them is the SWP. Their main concern
at the Socialist Conference was to in-
sist on the centrality of the Benn/Hef-
fer campaign, a campaign which for
all its fine pronouncements and in-
tentions has no troops to fight its bat-
tles and no possible chance of making
real progress. In their report of the
conference in Socialist Worker (18
June 1988) they even go so far as to at-
tack the organisers for their reluc-
tance to acknowledge the central im-
portance of the Benn/Heffer cam-

paign.

The SWP were the main opponents
of the RCG’s argument for a broad
based anti-Poll Tax action conference
centred on the working class commu-
nities that ‘can’t pay, won't pay’,
wanting instead to concentrate the
campaign on demands on the Labour
and trade union leadership. For the
SWP anyone outside the trade union

-movement is neither reliable nor part

of the working class. Chris Harman,
leading member of the SWP, argued
that it is not possible to build a com-
munity based campaign because,

‘On council estates are drug ped-
dlers, junkies and people claiming
houses under false names. These
people will complete the registra-
tion forms to avoid attention from
the council.’

They have dealt out similar abuse to
young black people in the past, dis-
missing them as lumpen proletariat.
We were asked to concentrate our
demands on the very Labour councils
and trade unions that are now active-
ly implementing the Poll Tax. By
restricting all political work to the of-
ficial labour movement the SWP is
rapidly becoming a right wing block
on the development of an indepen-
dent working class movement.

THE LABOUR PARTY AND THE
SOCIALIST CONFERENCE

A lot of rhetoric at the conference,
especially from platform speakers,
was directed at the new realism of the
Labour Party. Much of the discursive
and abstract papers presented to the
conference were concerned with pro-
moting alternative policies to be im-
plemented by a future government of
the left. Implicit in all of this, al-
though neversaid, given the predom-
inance of Labour Party members at
the Socialist Conference, is the
possibility = of creating socialism
through the Labour Party. As Heffer
said in promoting his and Benn's
campaign for the leadership of the
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“We are fighting for the Labour
ty to become a fully fledged social-
ist party, as it had been when it was

founded. —
Others, faced with the overwhelming

- reality of Kinnock’s Labour Party, are
~ less dogmatic. Hilary Wainwright,

one of the main organisers of the
Socialist Conference, said,

‘A movement should reach parts of
society that the political parties
rarely reach. It's got to be rooted in
people's daily experience...Of
course we need a socialist party,
that might be a transformed Labour
Party, it might not.’

The truth is it won't be a transformed
Labour Party, as time and again his-
tory has demonstrated that efforts of
the left to transform the Labour Party
have only transformed the left into
hardline supporters of the capitalist
regime. The Labour Party has never
been a socialist party, it has a long
history of promoting the interests of
British imperialism and British
racism at home and abroad. The Soc-
ialist Conference must not tie itself to
the interests of the British Labour
Party.

New realism is not just a set of
wrong policies. It represents the in-
terests of a section of the working
class - skilled, employed, better off
workers. This layer wants to replace
Thatcher whilst preserving its own
privileges: Thatcherism - without
Thatcher. On the other hand an ever
growing section of the working class
has been thrown into unemployment
and poverty. The working class is
divided and that division grows day
by day. The Socialist Conference has
to decide which side of the divide it is
on - there is no middle ground. It
must take the side of those facing
Thatcher’s onslaught and who have
no choice but to resist. That is why
the anti-Poll Tax campaign is an im-
portant step in the right direction.
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LEOVE BONGAY FIGHTING DEPORTATION

LEOVE BONGAY is a Filipino woman who came to Britain in December
1985 as the fiancee of a British man whom she had met through a
‘marriage agency’. Weeks after her arrival she was thrown out of her
fiance’s house. As a result, the Home Office is now trying to deport her
and her two year old daughter born from this union. Leove is fighting
back with the Right to Stay Campaign. Her case exposes the vicious
and vile role of ‘marriage agencies’ which exploit and use women from
the oppressed nations for the benefit of rich white men in the
imperialist countries. Leove spoke to VIRMAN MAN.

“The marriage bureau kept telling us
about going abroad, ‘“You must take
up this opportunity, it's youronly op-
portunity . . . it’s like a bed of
roses . . . life is better, it’s just like the
fulfilment of your dreams’’. They
kept saying that British men are lov-
ing, responsible and they're the men
of their dreams.’

In Leove's case the ‘dream’ was
shattered immediately: ‘My ex-fiance
woke up one day and told me he
didn’t like me any more and told me
to go. He didn’t want to face the
responsibility and commitment.’
Leove was lucky in that she found a
family who took her in until her child
was born. If she is forced to return to
theyPhilippines she will have no-
where to go: ‘My family have disown-
ed me, there’'s no social security sys-
tem. I gave up my job to come
here . ..I’d probably have to leave

my daughter in Britain if I didn’t
want her to eat less than a bowl of rice
aday.

‘T am lucky, but not much. I mean
others are worse, I have met lots of
Filipino women who are mentally
and physically abused and shamed.
When the men find out that they
don’t like us they torture us and abuse
us. In this country when you treat a
dog like that you're in trouble, you go
to court. They treat animals better
than humans. British men can bring
women into this country, but we have
no rights under the immigration
laws . . . Eight out of ten ‘marriages’
fail. Some of the women are deported
as a result, others are in hiding and
are afraid to come out and fight. They
are suffering the consequences. They
tell me to carry on:‘“We’ll support
you. If you win
you"' y
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FIRE-BOMBED BOOKSHOP

On 12 May, the Third World Centre in Old Street, Islington was
firecbombed and its ground floor burnt out. Swastikas had been daubed
on the building in previous weeks. Police have no ‘suspects’ despite
many known fascist strongholds in the area

Stop racist evictions

NICKI RENSTEN

The Bishop of Stepney responded to
the racist eviction of Asian families
from Bed and Breakfast (B and B) ac-
commodation by providing ‘sanct-
uary’ in local church halls. Tower
Hamlets ‘Liberal’ Council is attempt-
ing to evict 56 families claiming they
made themselves ‘intentionally
homeless’ when they left Bangla-
desh.

To try and stem the tide of adverse
publicity and exhaust the families
and their supporters, the council is
implementing a divide-and-rule pol-
icy of evicting the families in small

groups rather than all at once. Five
families who were evicted on 7 June
and took refuge in church halls have
now been relocated in B and Bs to-
gether with a further 5 who refused to
move when served with eviction not-
ices. Local sympathisers, and not the
racist council, are paying their bill.

Another 10 families are due for
eviction this week and Bishop Jim
Thompson says he will continue to
open his churches to provide shelter
for the homeless. But he stresses that
charity is no solution to the problem
and is actively involved in the cam-
paign to force the council to rescind
its racist and heartless policies.
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Having attended the 28 May VMDC
demonstration, Leove said ‘It was the
best demonstration I have ever at-
tended. Viraj Mendis has such strong
supporters on his side. I wish we
could get them on ourside. I talked to
Viraj and when I said I was always
giving up he kept telling me ‘‘don’t
you give up, we've got lots of support
on our side. In the end we can make
them giveup.’”’ :

Leove is determined to continue
her fight. At the moment she is

In Manchester on 17 September
1986, 13 year old Ahmed Igbal Ullah
was stabbed to death in the play-
ground of Burnage High School by a
white schoolboy, Darren Coulburn.
After the killing Coulburn ran
around shouting ‘I've killed a Paki’.
The previous day Ahmed had inter-
vened to stop Coulburn bullying
another Asian pupil. Coulburn re-
turned armed with a knife to get his
revenge.

Hoping to defuse black community
anger, Labour controlled Manchester
City Council set up an Independent
Inquiry which was completed in Feb-
ruary this year. The Council has re-
fused to publish the full report. The
panel, headed by Ian MacDonald, a
barrister specialisting in immigration
law, describes the bureaucratic and
paternalistic anti-racist policies im-
plemented at Burnage as ‘an unmit-
igated disaster’.

From available sections of the re-
port a picture emerges of a very aver-
age British institution with an elitist
and authoritarian senior and middle
management. The school has propor-
tionately few black employees, some
of whom are favoured and most of
whom are left to get on with the job as
best they may. There are some close
friendships between black and white
pupils, but by and large there is a con-
stant flow of racist conflict and Asian
boys generally move together to
avoid racist harassment. Burnage
was a school with an official anti-
racist line, but where overtly racist
playground fights were watched by
hundreds of pupils and raised no re-
sponse unless they went on after the
bell or until this one ended in mur-
der.

Despite their formal commitment
to anti-racist policies, neither the
council nor the school management

preparing for her appeal against the
Home Office deportation order. ‘I
have started something, now I'm
halfway so I have to carry on.
Whatever it takes, day or night, I will

cartry on. You've got to be
tough . . . because I understand that
the new Immigration Bill is coming
in July and will be very strict. I've
heard that there are some Filipino
women who have overstayed and are
now in prison. I'll fight to the end.’

MANCHESTER: THE BURNAGE REPORT

mentary on the report, A Sivanan-
dan, Director of the Institute of Race
Relations correctly describes the real
reason for this. It is the refusal to
confront state and institutional
racism. This battle has been substit-
uted by the personal moralism of Rac-
ism Awareness Training.

Indeed, in one of its most signif-
icant sections - ‘The politics of the
murder’ - the report reveals just how
the City Council and opportunist
leaders of the Bangladeshi commun-
ity collaborated to prevent the black
youth from actually organising to
fight racism. It states that: ‘... the
push for an inquiry by the established
community leaders was an attempt to
channel the response of the youth
away from demonstrations and mar-
ches into more established legal

channels.’

The organisation supported by the
youth, the Ahmed Igbal Memorial
Committee, was treated ‘with open
hostility or ignored’. The City Coun-
cil refused to answer letters or give in-
formation and later withdrew all
council facilities on the flimsy
grounds that the case was sub judice.
Burnage head Dr Gough was also hos-
tile and expressed particular dis-
pleasure over a leaflet they produced
just before Coulburn’s trial. The
Greater Manchester Bangladeshi
Association described the Memorial
Committee as communist agitators.

The best prospect for conducting a
real fight against racism in schools
was the initiative of the youth of the
Memorial Committee. This was des-
troyed by the local community lead-
ers and the City Council who opposed
the self-organisation of the youth and
satisfied themselves with an inquiry
which the public is not even being
permitted to see in its complete form.

FIGHT RACISM!

NOTES

IMMIGRATION RAIDS

nn early May, in a series of
immigration raids, immigration
officials and police arrested 61
students from the Advanced College
of Business and Cultural Studies.
The Home Office has claimed that 26
had entered Britain illegally and
would be deported. Another 20 are
also to be served with deportation
orders for breach of conditions and
overstaying. These raids followed an
investigation of 200 students in
February at the London School of
International Business Studies. The
investigation was aided by the Home
Office Large Major Enquiry System
which compares thousands of

foreign students’ names and

addresses with those registered for
residence permits

NIGERIAN UNDER THREAT

he Home Office has been forced
to reconsider the case of Nigerian
Adedodja Adedimeji who is
threatened with deportation along
with his 11 month old son. He took
sanctuary in a Birmingham church
to fight against the deportation. If
they are deported, Adedodja’s son,

- who suffers from sickle-cell

anaemia, could die from lack of
treatment in Nigeria

KURDS DEPORTED

n May the Home Office deported
Kurds o Turkey afte the Home
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of persecution in Turkey

ATTEMPTED MURDER BY
RACISTS

uacob Motopeng, a South African
activist who came to Britain after the
1976 Soweto uprising, was attacked
by two racist skinheads last month
who pushed him onto the path of a
London underground train. Luckily,
the train managed to stop in time

‘PLAIN STUPID’ JUDGE

mohammed Sarwar was sentenced
to two years’ probation with
compulsory English lessons by a
Birmingham judge who said he was
‘plain stupid’ as he had been in
Britain for 20 years and still needed
an interpreter

POLICE MURDER

un independent post-mortem is
being carried out on Oakley Ramsey,
a 25 year old black man. He was
arrested after a complaint of alleged
assault on a female acquaintance and
was being sat on and forcibly
restrained by another man when the
first Walsall police arrived on the
scene. The other man walked away
free while Ramsey was arrested and
handcuffed. By the time more police
officers arrived he was unconscious.
After 15 minutes he was conveyed
directly to the mortuary without
even a doctor to pronounce him
officially dead.

Seven hours elapsed after Oakley
Ramsay’s death before his family
and girlfriend were notified and they
were then told he had died in a street
fight. Gold jewellery he was wearing
was impounded for ‘tests’ along
with his keys and cashpoint cards.



3m hlack workers stay-away

CAT WIENER

White South African business was
shaken for three days in June as
millions of black workers responded
to the call from the two largest trade
union federations, COSATU and
NACTU, to protest against anti-trade
union government legislation. On 6
June, the first day of the action, 3
million workers were reported as
having stayed away from work. In
South Africa’s industrial heartland,
the Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Veree-
niging (PWV) triangle around Johan-
nesburg, which accounts for some 70
per cent of South Africa’s popula-
tion, 78 per cent of black industrial
workers joined the strike, along with
50 per cent of commercial workers
and 39 per cent of those in the formal
transport sector.

Throughout the country, whites
struggled unsuccessfully to keep
shops and businesses open: all car-
plants and thousands of white-
owned businesses had to be shut
down for the duration of the strike.
In spite of a limited response from the
National Union of Mineworkers -
who faced the brutal repression of the
regime during their magnificent
strike last summer - at least six coal
mines and two diamond mines were
affected by the stayaway.

It was the trade unions’ first real
show of strength since the govern-
ment attempted to curtail political ac-
tivities in its clampdown on anti'
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apartheid organisations earlier this
year. It also represents a closer and
more effective working relationship
between COSATU and NACTU. The

strike was called by COSATU as part.

of its ‘concerted programme of action
against the restrictions of the Labour
Relations Amendment Bill’ agreed at
its conference in May this year.

The Bill has already sparked off
widespread anger and demonstra-
tions in factories throughout South
Africa, and unions are producing
education programmes and pam-
phlets explaining the implications of
the Bill and requesting management
to condemn it unequivocally. How-
ever, there is little chance of the lat-
ter; white business - including so-
called ‘liberal’ employers -is fully
behind the Bill, which is designed to
strengthen the hands of employers by
forcing down wages and increasing
profits, while making protest action
illegal. As COSATU putsiit, ‘... the
brutal repression of anti-apartheid
forces [is] being pursued in the in-
terests of capital [which wants]
political stability and high profits,
even if it means a total attack on
human rights.’

The Labour Relations Amendment
Act will:

® make sympathy strikes illegal and
prevent strikes on the same issue
within 15 months

sumer boycotts and make them give
21 days notice of any dispute to the
regime - which can then declare the
union'’s action illegal

® allow the bosses to sack workers
without redress, and confiscate
union assets to compensate for com-
pany losses caused by strike action

® strengthen the hand of racist

whites-only unions and minority

stooge unions by refusing to allow
majority unions the right to negotiate
for the whole workplace

The attack on consumer boycotts -
the kind of community action that
was so successful in the BTR Sarmcol
workers strike — reveals the apartheid
government’s fear of the trade union
movement.

Surveys carried out during the
strike by the Labour Monitoring
Group show virtually no difference in
response to the strike call between
unionised and non-unionised black
labourin the PWYV triangle. The strike
has its base in the townships and
communities, in the grass-roots of the
anti-apartheid struggle, asmuch as in
the organised trade union movement,

It is this combination of trade union

and community resistance which ter-
rifies the regime: that is why leaders
like Moses Mayekiso, who represent
that unity, face treason charges and
possible life imprisonment.

In the wake of the stayaway, Botha

had no choice but to renew the State
of Emergency for another 2 years,
with increased powers for the
military and judiciary and further
censorship, in a desperate attempt to
achieve what the last two years of
savage repression, detentions and
hangings have been unable to-to
crush the resistance of the black
working class. The Labour Relations
Amendment Bill is only one weapon
in that over-all attack. Any state-
ments by any member of the ANC are
now banned and so are any calls fora
boycott of the Autumn Municipal
Elections. According to COSATU
‘the government is manoeuvring out
of weakness, as it battles against the
deep economic problems and the:
general lack of political support from
the people’.

The apartheid regime has started
this third year of Emergency as it
means to go on - with the declaration
that the Sharpeville Six are to hang in

a month’s time. 1988 is clearly in-

tended to be a year of lynchings, with
the doctrine of ‘common purpose’
serving as a ready-made death
sentence in hundreds more cases
throughout South Africa. But the
black masses have also shown their
hand: following the success of the
stayaway, COSATU will be conven-
ing a conference open to all pro-
gressive anti-apartheid forces. This
promises to be a year of renewed and
heroic resistance by the oppressed
masses of Azania, Wl
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The battle for Cuito Cuanavale in
southern Angola which raged for 8
months to April this year, and which
ended in a decisive victory for the
defending Angolan forces, has prov-
ed a strategic turning point in the
war to defeat South Africa’s inva-
sion.

The People’s Republic of Angola
had called for emergency assistance
from its socialist allies. Cuba im-
mediately despatched motorised in-
fantry units, tanks, artillery and anti-
aircraft batteries to the front line. For
the first time since 1975 the South
African invaders met the Cubans in
direct combat, and they were roundly
defeated.

Control of the air is critical for the

South African occupying forces be--

cause they have no support from the
civilian population on the ground.
But at Cuito Cuanavale South African
air superiority was smashed by Ango-
lan and Cuban piloted MIG-23 jets.
The enemy lost 50 planes in all. Al-
though the South African Defence
Force continues to bombard Cuito
Cuanavale with long range 155mm
artillery, and its ally UNITA is equip-
ped with US supplied Stinger mis-
siles, South Africa desperately needs
to restock on aircraft. French built
Mirages have been brought from Ar-
gentina to augment new supplies of
the Israeli Kfir jet, which although
renamed the Cheetah by South Af-
rica, is also based on the Mirage
design.

The most damaging blow has been
to the morale of the racists. SA De-
fence Minister Malan admits to 31
SADF dead (his own department’s
press releases total 53 white troops
killed). The real figure is very much
higher. The Angolan government est-
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~ @ prevent unions from calling con-

Angolan victory

imates 342 SADF and SWATF troops

.wemkilledhemeen&ptemberand
: alone. There has been a

cover up by the South African mil-
itary, but Malan cannot hide from
white families that their sons will
never return.

The combined Angolan and Cuban
forces, accompanied by SWAPO free-
dom fighters, have driven the SADF
200km south to within 20km of the
Angola-Namibia border. The Cub-
ans are constructing an airbase
behind this new defensive line. In-
credibly, this counteroffensive with-
in Angolan territory has been treated
by South Africa and the USA as a
threat to negotiations over in-
dependence for Namibia.

The USA has opened up a second
front of aggression against the Ango-
lan people. 200 US military person-
nel have been sent to neighbouring
Zaire with instructions to set up 6
new bases, from which the UNITA
contras working with Israeli agents
plan to escalate operations in nor-
thern Angola and airlift support to
the increasingly isolated UNITA
units in the south east.

The war in Angola and Namibian
independence were on the agenda for
Reagan and Gorbachev at the Mos-
cow summit. They set the target date
of 29 September for an end to hostil-
ities. 29 September is the tenth an-
niversary of United Nations resolut-
ion 435 which offered UN supervis-
ion for free and fair elections in
Namibia. South Africa knows that
any such elections would reject its
colonial occupation. Pretoria has ac-
cordingly blocked any implementat-
ion of resolution 435, and is now
desperately trying to use US leverage
to claw back at the negotiating table
some of its battlefield losses. Angola
will not barter its own right to in-
dependence, and for its part Cuba has
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made clear that if a UN team should
arrive in Namibia by September then
Cuban forces will withdraw to the
13th parallel, well away from the
border with Namibia.

FRFI salutes the gallant heroes of
Angola, Namibia and Cuba who have

Standlng firm: a Kalashmkov armed Angolan soldier guards missiles at Cuito Cuanavale

fought and died to destroy racism and
imperialism. We give this reminder.
The last strategic defeat for the South
African invaders of Angola triggered
the Soweto revolt in 1976. Malan be-
ware, you are sitting on a powder keg.
Please join him Mr Reagan. B

SHARPEVILLE SIX:

ANDY HIGGINBOTTOM

‘Frivolous and absurd’ was Mr
Justice Human's view of the applica-
tion for retrial of the Sharpeville Six.
The South African courts have hand-
ed back to PW Botha, with his presi-
dential power to grant clemency, the
final decision over the lives of Ther-
esa Ramashamola, Francis Mokhesi,
Reid Mokoena, Mojafela Sefatsa,
Oupa Diniso and Duma Khumalo.

A storm of international protest forc-
ed the racists in March to consider a
retrial. But the British government is
now trying to stop such protests. Ata

In Botha’s hands

meeting of EEC Foreign Ministers,

Geoffrey Howe objected to any state-
ment of astonishment at the court’s
decision, and forced the removal of a
direct request to Botha for clemency.
Unless Botha is forced to concede, the
six could hang at any time from 19
July.

It is imperative that the AAM re-
starts its pickets of the South African
Embassy. In any event FRFI fully sup-
ports City AA’s decision to urgently
escalate protest action. W

Picket 6pm every Wednesday, South
African Embassy, Trafalgar Square,
London.

maxxmum inﬂnemo on the regime
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CASHING IN ON APARTHEID

ritain’s trade surplus with Pretoria
rose from £4.7 million in 1976 to £291
million in 1987. The Thatcher
government is covertly pushing for
further increase in trade with the
apartheid regime despite an agreement
at the 1985 Commonwealth Summit to
curtail trade.

In February this year the chief
executive of the British Overseas
Trade Board secretly toured South
Africa holding meetings with South
African businessmen. Alan Clarke, the
Trade Minister, spoke at the annual
dinner of the United Kingdom-South
African Trade Association,
announcing that there were ‘new and
exciting opportunities’ for trade with
South Africa.

On 26 April a statement was issued
from the Engineering Industries
Association announcing a trade
mission to South Africa in November.
The mission will be briefed by the
British Consulate-General on arrival in
Johannesburg. The statement claims
that the South African economyis
recovering well and that the balance of
payments recorded a surplus of £6.2
billion in 1987, assisted by the rise in
the price of gold. UK exports in 1987
were worth £950 million (an 11.5%
rise) and there are major opportunitinl
‘for British business. Thatcher’s
argument that Britain can exert
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apartheid .
HIS MASTER'S VOICE

ohn Carlisle, MP for Luton N.ﬂ‘
(and Pretoria South), has been
working hard for his South African
masters in the last month. Not only
was he whipping up opposition to the
Mandela Concert at Wembley, he also
devoted some considerable time
during the adjournment debate in the
House of Commons on 25 May to
attack the Non Stop Picket outside the
Embassy.

Describing the picket as ‘a terrible
scourge’, ‘paid of course by Camden
Council, the World Council of
Churches and other organisations’,
receiving ‘funds from eastern
European countries’, and encouraged
by ‘the British Communist Party and
Labour lesbian group’, Carlisle hoped
that this recitation of the right-wing's
favourite hate-figures would produce a
suitably pavlovian response from
backbench Tories. Apart from the
insults (‘rent a mob’, ‘especially
violent’) and the lies, all protected by
Parliamentary Privilege, Carlisle's
purpose was more subtle - to call for
more powers for the police and for
more legislation to deal with protests
outside embassies. Carlisle has made
several trips to South Africa at the
expense of the regime and his
campaign reflects a growing
frustration at the Embassy that even
their manipulation of the British
government and the police has failed
to remove the thorn from their side.
Viva the non-stop picket.

NO RIGHTS NO FLIGHTS

ity AA members have now
occupied the South African Airways
offices in Oxford Circus eight times
since March in a continuing
campaign. The first case came to court
in May, when the demonstrators were
tried for highway obstruction. The
case was dismissed after the
prosecution evidence. On 8 June the
latest protest took place. This time the
demonstrators were arrested for
Highway Obstruction inside the
Airways Offices.
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- SURROUNDED

1500 people gathered on the Non-Stop Picket outside the South
African Embassy on 16 June 1988 to commemorate the Soweto
uprising in 1976. Sparked off by the forced introduction of
teaching in Afrikaans, the rebellion in Soweto in 1976, which
spread to townships throughout South Arica, lasted fifteen
months, left almost 1,000 young black people dead and
thousands injured. Many more young people secretly left South
Africa to join the liberation armies in the months that followed.
The Soweto generation are at the forefront of the struggle for
liberation today.
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police. Today I have been assaulted
by the Metropolitan Police’. John
Mitchell from IDATU said: ‘the sav-
agery of the police attack on the
peaceful picket was the worst I have
witnessed since I saw Marcos’ troops
batter workers in the Philippines’.
Despite the determined police at-
tack, the protest continued into the
night. Soviet television, Radio :
cow, Radio Montreal, LBC and Radio
London all broadcast news of the
picket, which was part of an inter-
national day of action against apar-

A

l!elson Han!ela was !om n ll!e rural

Transkei on 18 July 1918. As a young
man he attended Fort Hare Universi-
ty, from which he was expelled after 2
years for engaging in student pro-
tests. After short spells as a mine
security guard and working in an es-
tate agent’s office, Mandela took ar-
ticles in a firm of attorneys - he was
studying to be a lawyer.

Along with Oliver Tambo and Wal-
ter Sisulu, his friends from the Tran-
skei, Mandela joined the Youth
League of the African National Con-
gress in 1944. In 1948 the whites
elected a vicious right-wing govern-
ment dedicated to entrenching white
supremacy and racial segregation -
apartheid.

The Youth League’s militant pro-
posals for resistance were incor-
porated into the Programme of Ac-
tion, adopted by the ANC in 1949.
The ANC committed itself to fighting
for political rights, especially one
adult-one vote, and decided:

‘to undertake a campaign to
educate our people on this issue
and, in addition, to employ the
following weapons: immediate
and active boycott, strike, civil
disobedience, non-cooperation
and such other means as may bring
about the accomplishment and
realisation of our aspirations.’

The plans to implement a civil
disobedience strategy were laid out
by Walter Sisulu, who with Mandela
and Tambo had been elected onto the
leadership of the ANC. The new ANC
led a stay-away strike on 26 June 1950
and in 1952 launched the Campaign
for the Defiance of Unjust Laws.
Mandela was the Volunteer-in-Chief.

His qualities as an inspirational
leader, combining dignity with a
fiery determination to end all racism,
encouraged 8,500 volunteers work-
ing in disciplined, non-violent
groups to deliberately break apart-
heid laws.

The ANC'’s membership shot up
from 7,000 to 100,000 in one year. In
some areas of the Eastern Cape,
rioting broke out. Mandela and a hun-
dred other ANC, Indian and trade
union leaders were banned.

By 1953 the divisions were made

For forty years Nels
in the forefront of 1
in South Africa. H
spans the yea
campaigns, the
struggle and the
years of resistance
FRFI pays tribute
on his 7(
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5 theid. Adam Bowles, City AA Youth | crystal clear by Mandela:

% and Students organiser, closed the
3 rally urging support for the picket
®and non-stop action against apar-

The 1500 predominantly young peo-
ple who gathered outside the South
African Embassy in 1988 were deter-
mined to show their anger at the wor-

‘In South Africa, where the entire
population is almost split into two
hostile camps in consequence of

sening repression of black people and
the decision to hang the Sharpeville
6. The crowd was addressed by Com-
rade Keke (Central Committee PAC),
John Mitchell from the Irish union
IDATU, Mike Mansfield (barrister),
Cde Rodwell Mzotane, (UK Chief
Rep. PAC), a central committee
member of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, Richard Roques (RCG),
the VMDC, the Humanist Party,
OLGA and many others, including
young people who keep the Non-Stop
Picket going day and night. Music
was provided by the Horns of Jericho
and Batucada Mandela, both of
which have supported the picket
since it began in April 1986.

At 8pm hundreds of people march-
ed round the Embassy twice, led by
the Horns of Jericho, totally surroun-
ding the block, laid flowers at the
gates and released hundreds of black
balloons over London. Then they lin-
ed up around the Embassy walls,
singing songs and listening to a
message from Thami Mazwai, Sowet-
an Editor, supporting the picket.

Without provocation the police, in
their usual fashion, angry because
demonstrators had surrounded the
Embassy, then attacked the demon-
strators, hurling some over barriers,
punching and kicking. One police-
woman attempted to strangle a young
woman demonstrator causing actual
bodily harm. Four demonstrators,
Dominic, Patrick, Gary and Tim were
arrested and charged with assault.
Norma Kitson spoke to the picket
after the attack: ‘I have been detained
and tortured by the South African

WIPERLIS

REVMEMBER SOWETO ® FREE NELSON MANDELA ® FREE ALL SOUTH AFRICAN AND NAMIBIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS

Soweto 1976

theid. W
RICHARD ROQUES

® In the week before 16 June City AA
held a benefit organised by Dominic
and Mackerel, featuring the Wedding
Present and the Gargoyles, which
raised £4152. City AA has donated
£1000 each to the ANC and PAC with
no restrictions on how it is to be used.

Future events on the Non Stop

Picket:

25 June Rally for Mayekiso and the
Alex Five 6pm

26 June Freedom Day and 800th
day of the Non-Stop
Picket 12 noon onwards

7 August Women's Day

‘l realised that those were not
warning shots; they were shooting at
the demonstrators. Other children
fell dead or wounded. What most
terrified me was the attitude of the
children; they continued to advance,
ducking to try to avoid the bullets. |
took photos of a small wounded
child. Other children, kneeling
beside him, tried to contain the blood
that was coming from his mouth.’
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the policy of racial discrimination,
and where recent political events
have made the struggle between
oppressor and oppressed more
acute, there can be no middle
course. The fault of the Liberals -
and this spells their doom - is to
attempt to strike just such a course.
They believe in criticising and con-
demning the government for its
reactionary policies, but they are
afraid to identify themselves with
the people and the task of mobilis-
ing that social force capable of lif-
ting the struggle to higher levels’.

Mandela argued that. the repression
had made it impossible to wage the
struggle mainly through the old
methods -of public meetings and
printed circulars. The ANC must
adopt new methods:

‘If you are not allowed to have your
meetings publicly, then you must
hold them over your machines in
the factories, on the trains and
buses as you travel home. You must
have them in your villages and
shanty towns. You must make
every home, every shack and every
mud structure where our people
live, a branch of the trade union
movement and you must never
surrender.’

The ANC entered alliance with other
groups which brought togethera con-
gress of over 3,000 people (the police
kept many thousands away) in Klip-
town in 1955 to adopt the Freedom
Charter. The Freedom Charter be-
came the guiding document of the
Congress Alliance, and is to this day

\

widely debated in the trade union
and liberation movements.

The police conducted mass raid
on 5 December 1956. Mandela an
155 other political leaders wet
charged with High Treason, for cox
spiring to overthrow the state b
violent means. The trial lasted unt
1961 when the last accused was fing

ly acquitted.
Towards the end of the 1950s mas
protests against the pass la

escalated. The PAC organised th
Sharpeville and Langa demonstrs
tions which were put down with th
utmost brutality. It was the end of tk
era of civil disobedience. Mande
wrote:

‘In March 1960 after the murdero
killing of about seventy Africans

Sharpeville a state of emergenc
was declared and close on 20,0(

people were detained witho1
trial ...’

In April 1960 the Government Weil
further and completely outlawe
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both the African National Congress
and the Pan Africanist Congress of
Azania. By resorting to these drastic
methods, the Government had hoped
to silence all opposition to its harsh
policies and to remove all threats to
the privileged position of whites in
the country. It had hoped for days of
perfect peace and comfort for white
South Africa, free from revolt and
revolution. But the days of revolt
were at hand.

Mandela went underground to org-
anise a 3 day stayaway. It was a lim-
ited success.

The people demanded that the fire of
repression be met with the fire ‘of
resistance. Mandela reported:

‘Of all the observations made on
the strike, none has brought forth
so much heat and emotion as the
stress and emphasis we put on non-
wiolence. Our most loyal sup-
porters, whose courage and devo-
tion has never been doubted,
- mmanimously and strenuously

disagreed with this approach.’

l|! !Iac! ma)or1|'y 1|n !oul! !!!ca

had by now exhausted every channel
of peaceful protest, and had been met
by bloody murder. In this their ex-
perience was no different to colonis-
ed and oppressed peoples through-
out Africa and the world over. The
people started arming themselves. In
rural areas and the townships upris-
ings erupted. The PAC formed POQO
and the ANC formed Umkhonto we
Sizwe, with Mandela as Commander-
in-Chief, to conduct sabotage opera-
tions against economic targets. The
armed struggle was a reality, the only
question was now its degree of
organisation and direction to meet
political objectives.

Early in 1962 Mandela left South
Africa and visited various African
states and Britain before returning to
the underground. He was captured in
August 1962 and sentenced to 3 years
imprisonment for incitement to strike
and 2 years for leaving the country
without valid travel documents.

Then in July 1963 the security
police raided a farmstead at Rivonia,
near Johannesburg, and captured
many of the ANC leaders. Mandela
was the first accused in the Rivonia
Treason Trial - he along with Sisulu
and six others were sentenced to life
imprisonment with no prospect of
remission.

The black political prisoners were
sent to Robben Island. In prison, as he
had been outside, Mandela became a
symbol of resistance to white racist
rule. Hundreds of ANC and PAC
freedom fighters were imprisoned.

Robert Sobukwe, the leader of the
PAC, was kept in isolation from the

‘l cannot and
will not give
any

_undertaking

at a time
whenl and
you, the
people, are
not free. Your
freedom and
mine cannot

‘be separated’

APARTHEID
TYRANNY

Thanks for your continued support of pro-
gressive forces within South Africa. While
we try and work towards freedom, non-
racialism and democracy we are contin-
ually harassed and our leaders are detain-
ed. Everytime something happens in
South Africa (like the recent bannings) we
think ‘How much further can this state
go?’ - each time they find a new way to
oppress all South Africans.

What | am saying to you is that you must
not let the horrific monotony of apartheid
tyranny lead to your not exposing it on a
steady basis. | like to think that this would
never happen but sometimes circumstan-
ces are just overwhelming. How in contact
are you with student movements in South
Africa? | hope it’s quite a large extent -
we are the future!

Sorry but | must withhold my name and
address.
GT SOUTH AFRICA

politicals were in turn separated from
those convicted of ‘criminal’ offenc-
es. The back-breaking prison labour
was crushing rocks in the yard, then
digging in the lime quarry and collec-
ting seaweed. These rigours, the sad-
istic and cruel bullying of the warders
required a constant struggle for basic
improvements.

These were hard years. Many re-
leased prisoners acknowledge that it
was their political convictions and
the fortitude of their leaders which
kept them going. The prisoners
gleaned what news they could from
new arrivals — the Namibian freedom
fighters and the generation of Soweto
1976, and from the infrequent prison
visits. Mandela’s connection with
the ANC and the mass movement,
particularly through his wife Winnie,
has never been broken.

South Africa’s Minister of Justice,
Jimmy Kruger, offered Mandela his
release in 1973 if he recognised the
independence of the Transkei ban-
tustan and agreed to settle there. The
price of release would have been a
propaganda victory for apartheid’s
policy of ‘separate development’.
Mandela refused the condition.

The regime tried another tactic. In
1982 Mandela and Sisulu together
with fellow Rivonia trialists Ahmed
Kathrada, Raymond Mhlaba and An-
drew Mlangeni were moved to
Pollsmoor Maximum Security Prison
in Capetown. They were joined by
Patrick Maquebela. The six were put
in acommon dormitory cell. With the
move came moderate improvement
in material conditions - the right to
receive newspapers, body contact on
family visits — but it has meant com-
plete isolation from all other
prisoners. The six exercise on their
own in a small L-shaped yard - their
only view is of a patch of sky.

Under tremendous domestic and
international pressure PW Botha of-
fered Mandela (along with other
leading ANC and PAC prisoners) his
release in January 1985 -with a
condition:

‘All that is required of him now is
that he should unconditionally re-
ject violence as a political instru-
ment.’

Most of the prisoners refused to ac-
cept the condition. Mandela’s reply
was forthright. His daughter Zinzi
read it out to a mass gathering in
Soweto. It is the measure of his
leadership than when offered his
freedom, he recognised that there
would be no freedom if he separated
himself from the mass struggle for
liberation:

‘I cherish my own freedom dearly
but care even more for your
freedom. Too many have died
since I went to prison. . .I cannot
sell my birthright noram I prepared
to sell the birthright of the people to

be free.
‘1 am in prison as the represen-

tative of the people and of your
organisation, the African National
Congress, which is banned. What
freedom am I being offered while
the organisation of the people re-
mains banned?

‘I cannot and will not give any
undertaking at a time when I and
you, the people, are not free. Your
freedom and mine cannot be sep-
arated. I will return’. W

LONDON RCG
COMMUNIST FORUM ON
SOUTH AFRICA
THE SOWETO UPRISING

introduced by
Carol Brickley and
Cat Wiener

Sunday 26 June 6 - 9pm
Marchmont Community Centre
Marchmont Street, London WC1

M ANDELA CONTCERT

THE MAN OR
THE MOVEMENT?

Was it a concert? Or was it a political event? The controversy surrounding the
Wembley concert to celebrate the 70th birthday of imprisoned ANC leader
Nelson Mandela raged in the British press in the week that led up to 11 June.
CAROL BRICKLEY assesses the impact of the concert.

The first question mark over the concert arose when the BBC killed a political
profile to appear in the Radio Times before BBC2's 12-hour live coverage of the
event. Deputy Director of BBC programmes, Peter Ibbotsen was in no doubt that
‘What we are covering at Wembley is a concert and not a political event’, Ar-
rangements were made to substitute interviews with the ‘stars’ every time
political messages were scheduled at the concert.

The BBC'’s lack of moral courage was a result, in part, of the wearisome
publicity given to South Africa’s wrath at media bias against South Africa, voic-
ed by the official representatives at the South African Embassy and the unof-
ficial hirelings in the House of Commons. What was surprising was not South
Africa’s yelps of protest, which surely must have been anticipated, nor the
BBC'’s lack of backbone, but the extraordinary antics of the organisers attemp-
ting to dodge the flak.

‘Of course, not a penny will go to the ANC’, they insisted. Most of us would
have been delighted if the opposite were true. Performers were discouraged
from making political statements, and worst of all, a video message from Win-
nie Mandela and a smuggled message from Nelson Mandela were not included
in the programme due to ‘lack of time’. Extensive efforts were made to separate
Nelson Mandela from the movement he represents. By some miracle the efforts
of the organisers were thwarted.

The event was organised by Artists Against Apartheid. 80,000 people attend-
ed and the proceeds estimated at more than £2million will be divided between
the AAM and children’s charities. The concert represented the pursuit of a
trend in AAM strategy away from the overtly political. Even the AAM advert
which appeared in The Guardian on the day of the concert was self-censored: no
mention of apartheid, South Africa or the ANC. The last pop concert held by the
AAM followed a massive demonstration to Clapham Common. It was free, at-
tended by many black people and not financially very lucrative. The Wembley
concert cost £25 a head, the audience was mainly white pop-followers and it
made a mint. Its saving grace was that many of the performers, unlike the
organisers, resisted attempts to remove politics from the agenda and insisted on
making statements about Mandela and apartheid.

Outside the concert, reality ruled. National Security - the security gang of
thugs hired for the day systematically harassed sellers of political books,
newspapers, T-shirts and badges. The commercial operators went unhindered.
One FRFI seller was ‘arrested’ and another assaulted. Beyond the environs of
the stadium, ‘left-wing’ Brent Council employed its own gang of highway rob-
bers who seized bookstalls from the RCG and other political groups, threatened
children and then demanded £182 for the return of property. Meanwhile hun-
dreds of ticket touts openly reaped £50 a ticket and thousands of booklets, pur-
porting to be official programmes but in reality South African propaganda,
were handed to concert goers.

In 1982 when City AA started campaigning for Nelson Mandela's release, his
name was barely known by the British public. Today his name is a householtl
word. Despite every attempt to avoid it, despite the commercialism;" the
message about came across loud and clear to the Wembley audience
and the one billion who watched on television worldwide. The AAM, however,
is ill placed to take advantage of the political gains of the concert and the ensu-
ing publicity. It has raised £1 million for its funds and to pay its considerable
debts, but unless the AAM devotes its resources to active campaigning in Bri-
tain, the real rewards will be lost. Outside the South African Embassy, inside
South African Airways, on the street corners of Britain, the real gains are being
made by campaigning openly in support of the liberation struggle in South
Africa. B

s AND IN GLASGOW

On Sunday 12 June 30,000 people marched through Glasgow to launch the
AAM'’s Glasgow to London march for Nelson Mandela’s 70th birthday. The
demonstration was addressed by Oliver Tambo and Reverend Alan Boesak.

The Rising Phoenix Republican flute band from Edinburgh joined the march,
having made a new drum skin with ‘ANC, Nelson Mandela, Rising Phoenix’
and a picture of the shield and spear. This display of working class solidarity
with the revolutionary struggle in South Africa was considered criminal by the
AAM stewards who called the police to remove the band from the march. After
the police asserted that the band members were not doing anything illegal by
participating in the demonstration the stewards agreed to compromise with the
police and let the band march - at the back of the demonstration. Appalled at
this attack on the band, other demonstrators marched behind them to form a
lively contingent.

The stewards then focussed their attention on the FRFI contingent. We were
:;,lﬂ to stop chanting ‘Sanctions now!’ because ‘This is a march for Nelson Man-

ela’.

LORNA REID
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This is Sri Lanka!

Much of the following informa-
tion was gathered by the British
Refugee Council. Their represen-
tatives, unlike those of the British
journalistic profession, are able to
find their way out of hotel bars and
can talk to people other than gov-
ernment press officers.

® Some ‘323 known JVP mem-
bers’ were arrested during March.
Hundreds of ‘sympathisers’ were
also taken into custody.

@ Ruhunu University lecturer and
political activist Sathyapala Wan-
nigagama arrested by police on 13
November is still missing. Author-
ities have no record of his arrest.

® Two Sinhalese students, Was-
antha Weerasinghe and Prasanna
Wanigasinghe, were brutally mur-
dered in March, after having been
taken by men dressed in military
uniforms. A Sri Lankan Attorney-
at-Law estimated 250 to 300
youths are missing after having
been recently detained by para-
military groups.

® Human rights groups presented
Jayewardene with a list of 183
missing persons.

® In addition to its army, airforce,
navy and police, the Sri Lankan
state maintains the Home Guards,
the National Auxilliary Force, the
National Task Force and the Spec-
ial Task Force. The latter being
trained by British and Israeli ad-
visers. Despite pleas by human
rights groups and opposition pol-
itical parties for its dissolution,
the Special Task Force is reported
to be being doubled in size to
5,000 men over the next two years.
® During the last week of May In-
dian forces saturated the Vanni

| area of the northern province in

their search for Prabhakaran.
Large tankers of petrol were mov-
ed into the area in an Indian threat

| toburn the forests down.

® The Reverend Father Chandra
Fernando, President of the Citi-
zens’ Committee of Batticaloa-
Amparai districts, was shot dead
on 6 June. Father Chandra was
sympathetic to the LTTE and crit-
ical of Tri-Star terrorising of Tam-
il communities. Tri-Star youth,
trained and equipped by the In-
dian Army, are blamed for the
murder. Ten thousand people re-
presenting many faiths attended

the priest’s funeral.
TREVOR RAYNE

JON KEMPSTER

TAMILS ON THE MARCH

INTERVIEW WITH LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM

e

AT TR AR

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! is honoured to be given an
interview with Lawrence Thilakar, member of the Central
Committee of the LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM.
Comrade Thilakar served his people in defence against the
massive Indian Army assault begun last October and which
continues to this day. The British press, abiding by Indian and Sri
Lankan government censorship, has failed to record the horror
inflicted upon the Tamil people, and their heroic resistance, led by
their vanguard the Liberation Tigers. Comrade Thilakar, who was
on the island until April, gives a first hand account to TREVOR
RAYNE and TERRY O’HALLORAN of a war that is being hidden
from the world. Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! takes this
opportunity to salute Comrade Thilakar and all his comrades who

have fallen in battle.

‘First they attacked two newspapers.
One was supportive of the LTTE, the
other independent. That was the ear-
ly morning of 10 October. They simp-
ly entered into the offices of the two
newspapers, and blew them up. Then
they went to our TV station and blast-
ed it. Later, in the night, they wanted
to enter Jaffna town to disarm the
LTTE. They came firing and the war
started. Their plan was to launch a
commando attack on Prabhakaran’s

'headquarters and capture or lig-

uidate him. So a commando unit of
some seventy Sikhs was airlifted to
Jaffna campus. They proceeded to
Prabhakaran’s place. There was a big
clash. It was a failure. On the first
night about half the commandos were
killed. They retreated to a house. We
surrounded it, attacked again and ten
more were killed. Later on the re-

mainder were rescued by oncoming

forces.

‘They started coming out of their
military camps, but they were stop-
ped. We inflicted many casualties.
They used tanks and the Sri Lankan
airforce dropping bombs, and Soviet-
made helicopters firing rocket mor-
tars, small kinds of missiles. They
tried to immobilise the hospitals.
They attacked Jaffna hospital on 21
October. Three doctors, four nurses
and seventeen other employees were

'} |
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On Sunday 5 June hundreds of Tamils marched through central London in
solidarity with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and against recent In-
dian army manouevres. It was both angry and defiant - ‘India - stop the

war!’, ‘Rajiv murderer!’

The British left was virtually absent, apart from a very lively contingent
made up of London RCG and Manchester VMDC comrades, only WRP
Newsline brought a banner. A message of solidarity was read out from Viraj
Mendis, and Virman Man of the RCG called on all socialist and progressive
peoples to support the Tamil Eelam national liberation struggle.
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killed. A lot of patients were killed.
The hospitals were shelled. The In-
dian Army used helicopters to fire
missiles on the hospitals to force
them to close down. Manipay hospi-
tal was closed down. Moolai Hospital
was shelled and closed. They wanted
to prevent LTTE members getting

treatment.
‘All together 5,680 people have

.Guerrilla war
and mass struggle

Our commander told them, ‘If any-
one wants to sneeze or cough, don't
do that, you take cyanide’, because if
anyone did sneeze or cough they're
all finished. Twelve girl fighters and
three boys were there from five
o’clock in the morning until one
o’clock.

‘In one incident we were going on
cycles. Four of us and only two cy-
cles. We were going to get a memor-
andum from the Chairman of the Citi-
zens Committee. In front of us were
three trucks coming fast, so we got
off. Firing some shots we withdrew.

Unfortunately my legs were frozen

because for a long distance I was on
the front of this bicycle. I could not
run. Three or four times I fell down.
The Indian Army started shooting. I
wanted to take cyanide. I looked back
and could see some Indian army per-
sonnel firing at me. I thought I could
walk a little more. I could feel the
bullets passing very close to me.
Then there was a fence, about fifty
yards away. | was walking, running,
falling. About five kilometers away
was our camp, a hiding place. Then
again I heard the trucks coming. I hid
in small shrubs. It passed by and I got

‘There are people among the Sinhalese who support |
our right to self-determination. I don’t like to name
those groups. . . If these progressive groups support
our right to self-determination on the basis of
equality then they can’t work in the open. They

would be killed!’
been killed by the Indian troops. In  up. Some people came by on bicycles
October alone 1,000 civilians were  and they took me to the camp.

killed. The killing continues today.
And a lot of rapings. They terrorise
the people. The Gurkha and Sikh reg-
iments are very brutal. Many houses
were destroyed for no reason. Resi-
dential areas were shelled indiscrim-
inately. They shelled the refugee
camps, schools and temples. The
Indian Army told people to go to the
schools and temples. Because of in-
discriminate shelling people were
often killed there.

GUERRILLA WAR ON THE RUN

‘I was working in the rear of the battle
front, taking cadres to hospitals. I
have seen a lot of death, even our
relations. In one case, shelling woun-
ded civilians and two older people
took them in a car towards the hospi-
tal. The Indian Army attacked and
burned the car and its occupants.

‘In another case a relative attemp-
ted to escape in a tractor. There was a
cry “‘Indian troops are coming’’ and
all ran away. But there were two
elderly women and two girls, one
about fourteen, they were helping the
older women to get out. The Indian
Army shot all four without any
provocation.

“There were a lot of victims of
shells. Their bodies everywhere.

‘In February it was very difficult to
move. Every 1,000 yards there were
Indian camps, and every day we stay-
ed in one place, and every night we
changed places. We walked long dis-
tances. I survived, but a lot of cadres
were killed in round-ups in villages.
Normally about two thousand troops
‘in three circles would round up a
village. Sometimes we hid in bushes
and escaped. In one case I can remem-
ber there was a round-up in a village
near Kokuvil and our fighters could
not run away. They hid in the shrubs.
The army didn’t suspect the shrubs,
but we could see their legs walking,
all around, searching the houses.

“Then I went to Vanni and stayed
for sometime with our leader Prab-
hakaranand Yogi. When I got to India
I heard that the camp had been attack-
ed, and about twelve, five girls and
seven boys, werekilled . . . I hear that
three or four times Prabhakaran’s
bases have been attacked. So, any-
thing can happen to him.

MASS STRUGGLE

‘All the time the LTTE have had the
full support of the people. Giving us
food and shelter. At the beginning of
January the Indian Army could over-
run the LTTE stronghold in Jaffna,

Above: Prabhakaran: leader of the LTTE

Below: captured Indian soldiers being
handed back -

and we had to withdraw. Now we are
re-grouping in Jaffna Peninsula, and
everyday we are launching attacks.
But, neither foreign nor local jour-
nalists from Colombo are allowed in-
to the area. The Indian forces sup-
press news of what is happening.

‘From the start the Indian troops
were demoralised, because they
don’t know where the attacks, the
bullets are coming from, and we
know the terrain. They underestima-
ted the LTTE’s strength . . . and they
were confused as to what they were
doing. They thought they were com-
ing to protect the Tamils, and now
they attack us ... The Tamil people
are for peace, but the feeling is that
after so much suffering for so long,
they will not accept peace without
any justice. They see the LTTE as
their protector. For justice we have to
protect ourselves against the Indian
Army; 130,000 maybe 150,000 sold-
iers, but for more than seven months
we can hold out against the fourth
largest army in the world because of
the support of the people.

“The future of our struggle will be
more people’s struggle. For example,
what is happening on the West Bank
and Gaza; it has created a lot of sym-"
pathy all over the world. We Tamils
also struggle like that. People’s pow-
er, that is more powerful than any-
thing. Mobilisation of the people in
full strength...If the oppression
continues, the mass struggle willalso
continue.’

Indian Troops ceasefire now!
Victory to the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam!

Tamil refugees hiding in church during an Indian bombardment
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Byron Bocar is the National Democratic Front (Philippines)
representative for Western Europe. He was a lawyer in the
Philippines during the Marcos dictatorship, helping the
workers’ movement by defending their cases, helping in
education work and assisting organisation. He was unable
to continue that work after the offices and his house were
raided in September 1980. After that he went into hiding
and joined the underground until he and his family were
able to leave the Philippines in June 1982. They went to
Holland asked for, and received, political asylum.
Byron Bocar spoke to
EDDIE ABRAHAMS, TREVOR RAYNE and DAVID REED.
This is the second interview with a representative of the
NDF carried in FRFI. The first was in
FRFI 72 in October 1987.

ON AQUINO’S VISIT TO EUROPE

Her main purpose is to sell the line
that the Philippines is now a respect-
able democracy ...Aquino wants
economic support from Western Eur-
opean countries for the so-called mini
‘Marshall’ plan being promoted by
the United States. This consists of
supplying 9 billion dollars over 5
years, which the US is not going to be
able to hand out by itself because of its
own economic crisis. Geoffrey Howe
while he was in Manila in May prom-
ised that Britain would support this
effort. West Germany has also been
approached, as well as Italy, France,
Japan and Australia, but this effort
still has to come together.

While in Manila, Geoffrey Howe
made a statement not only that Brit-
ain supported the mini-Marshall
plan, but also that Britain supported
the retention of US bases in the
Philippines, which, accordmg to
him, would protect B,ri_ : i

ON LAND REFORM

The Congress finally approved the
Bill after almost a year of debate and
dehberatlon It proved that Congress

ate : 1dlords It con-

r of loopholes, and is  ©

very generous to the landlords For
instance, on the land retention limit,
it provides for 5 hectares* retention
limit per landlord, plus an addition of
3 hectares per child of 15 years and
above, cultivating the land or manag-
ing the land. Under calculations in
the Philippines that each landlord
would have an average of two child-
ren 15 years and above, that would
mean the landlord family has an ef-
fective retention limit of 11 hectares.
This would probably exclude more
than 75% of the total farm area from
the Land Reform Bill. The landlord
has several years to redistribute his
land holdings to different members of
his family, which would entitle each
member of his family to become a
landlord in his own right, entitled
eventually to 5 hectares of his own.
Then just compensation is suppos-
ed to be on the basis of current value
which would be determined by the
landlord in' negotiation with the
Department of Agrarian Reform, with-
out any say from the peasants. So the
landlord can overvalue his land hold-
ings to get more than enough com-
pensation for the land from the
peasants. They are required to pay
amortisation over 30 years at 6 per
cent interest per annum. This would
result in a reduction of their income
by 30.4 per cent in the case of rice
tenants, 29.6 per cent in the case of
corn tenants, and 19.4 per cent in the
case of sugar tenants from the average
waged income level of 1987.
Corporate farms, like the Aquino
family farm of 6,000 hectares, can
practically pass through the land
reform untouched and intact. Cor-
porate farms can be considered in
compliance with the law by putting
up for sale to farm workers that por-
tion of the capital stock equivalent to

* 1 hectare = 10,000 sq metres

the value of the land assets of the cor-
porate farm. But this would mean that
the farm workers would not even be
assured of getting effective majority
control of the corporation. The land-
owning family could easily under-
value the land assets and overvalue
the other capital assets of the corpora-
tion and thereby ensure effective con-
trol by the family of the majority
stockholding.

The government's land reform pro-
gramme in the first years of its imple-
mentation needs eight billion pesos.
What is available now is less than one
half of this amount. There is little pro-
spect of getting funding from abroad,
from the World Bank or Asian Devel-
opment Bank,

We characterised the land reform bill
of the government as a counter-
revolutionary ploy to try to pull the

rug from under the revolutionary

was strong in the Philippines, there
would always be an attempt to try to
come up with so-called land reform
measures, in order to pacify the
peasants. Genuine land reform has
been a main vehicle for the NDF’s

| -among the peasants
tryside and it has been the

in the

program has been implemented all
over the areas where the NDF is, and
that’s in 63 out of the 73 provinces in
the Philippines. The minimum pro-
gramme means reduction of land
rent, reduction or abolition of usury,
the raising of the wages of farm
workers, and the increasing of their
productivity as well as increasing the
price of their farm produce.

An example of the successful im-
plementation of the minimum pro-
gramme is the reversal of the 75:25
sharing by tenants of his harvest.
Where before he would have to give
75 per cent of his harvest to the
landlord, and he would retain 25 per
cent, this has been reversed.

In other stronger areas of the NDF,
the maximum programme of confis-
cation of land and free distribution to
the peasants has also been successful:
more than 60,000 hectares of land
have already been successfully
redistributed to the peasants in this
way.

ON RECENT ARREST OF
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE
PHILIPPINES LEADERS IN MANILA

While these arrests will inevitably
lead to some distortion the revolution
has developed the capacity, with se-
cond and third lines of leadership, for
people to quickly fill in whatever gap
is suffered through arrests. In addi-
tion the principle of collective lead-
ership ensures that not only is the
movement not leader oriented, but
also that the collective experience is
shared by all. While individual skills
and qualities will be missed, the col-
lective leadership remains to carry
out the plans.

This is manifested in the increased

main factor in the NDF winning,

oEMDCA,
<

NDF: confident
of victory

New People's Army fighters

tempo of guerrilla offensives since
the arrests.

The arrests were more the result of
luck on the part of the counter-
revolutionary intelligence forces, but
also due to some laxity on the part of
the revolutionary forces which allow-

ed the intelligence forces to trace
some members of the revolutionary
movement and identify some of the
cars and the houses they were using.
It is something that has happened
before in our struggle and it belies the

claim that there is some division in &

ourmovamen!,lnfle.t the revolu-

tionary movement remains firmly
united.

Those arrested are now in deten-
tion. A number have complained that
they have been tortured. The govern-
ment has filed charges against them.

ON THE ‘VIGILANTES’

This is another part of the low intensi-
ty conflict strategy. This is the terror
component: death squads like those
that operate in Central America.
There are more than 200 of them
organised and encouraged, funded
and armed by the government, sup-
ported by the CIA. President Aquino
herself endorsed two of these organi-
sations: Alsa Masa (Masses Arise)
and the Nakasaka. They kill civilians
who do not join them, considering
them as communists. They have ex-
tended their activities right into
Metro Manila as evidenced on 10
June by the discovery of a mass grave
at Makati, of 22 activists previously
reported disappeared. Human rights
organisations point to the police and
military units operating in the Metro
Manila area.

ON COLONEL GREGORIO
HONASAN’S ESCAPE FROM
CUSTODY ON 2 APRIL

His escape highlights the continuing
fractiousness of the military estab-
lishment. It was assisted by 14 prison
guards consisting of elite units of the
military, and it came after a series of
visits by US officials to the ship
where he was being detained. His
escape is connected to ongoing US
bases talks in Manila. It is a means for
the US of exerting pressure on the
Philippines government in these
talks.

Cory Aquino

There are different factions in the
military, which reflect factions with-
in the ruling classes themselves.
There is the Aquino faction, there is
also the Marcos loyalist faction, and
the Enrile and Honasan faction in the
military. The US, while it supports
the Aquino faction, because it holds
state power and is dominant in the
military, has its own links to all the
other factions -in case it becomes
necessary to replace Aquino if she
can no longer control the situation in
the Philippines. The preservation of
the ruling elite is the best guarantee
of US strategic interests in the
Philippines.

AQUINO AND THE US BASES

She maintains a position of allowing
the bases to stay until 1991, and
thereafter to keep her options open.
This is a departure from her original
position in December 1984 when she
signed a declaration of principles,
along with other opposition leaders
categorically calling for dismantling
the bases. There are indications that
she might be disposed towards reten-
tion of the bases beyond 1991. The
US has recently approved $35 mil-
lion worth of new construction on
the bases, including an extension
of the runway, and permanent hous-
ing for additional personnel. These
are not the actions of someone who
intends to leave the bases in 1991.
Base commanders have been say-
ing they will be able to stay. US of-
ficials who visited Aquino have also
come out with the impression that
Aquino will allow the bases to stay
beyond 1991.

NDF FORGES
INTERNATIONAL LINKS

Our struggle is directed against US
imperialism, which is also victim-
ising many other peoples. On this
basis we relate to other anti-imperial-
ist and democratic forces throughout
the world, to generate support for our
struggle, and, on our part, to extend
whatever support we can to other
struggles. We think the anti-imper-
ialist struggles that we can relate to
are the national liberation mowe-
ments, the newly independent coun-
tries liberated from colonialism or
imperialist domination, the socialist
countries, and the workers’ and pro-
gressive movements in the capitalist
countries. We seek to fight on a com-
mon front against a common enemy.
On 12 April a significant achieve-
ment was the signing of a formal ac-
cord between the NDF and the FMLN
of El Salvador for closer cooperation
in the fight against US imperialism
and US intervention. We also con-
sider it significant that on 10 June
there was a joint communique signed
in Geneva between the KMU (May 1st
Movement - trade unions) of the
Philippines and COSATU of South
Africa denouncing both the Botha
and Aquino regimes for their anti-
worker, anti-democratic positions.
and calling for closer cooperation.

_ CONFIDENT OF VICTORY

" We remain confident of our eventual

victory. We regard our struggle as a
continuation of the Filipino people’s
struggles against Spanish colonial-
ism, US colonialism, Japanese oe-
cupation and now against US im-
perialism. There is a continuing
thread to these struggles. Time is on
our side. We consider the semi-
colonial, semi-feudal order in the
Philippines is at the terminal stage of
its crisis. On the one hand the ruling
classes are in a state of division as
they have never been before, and on
the other hand the revolutionary and
progressive forces are stronger than
they ever have been before. With US
imperialism in a process of decline
with its own internal crisis, as well as
its crisis with its own clients and
struggling peoples throughout the
world. These are favourable factors
which will help in our victory.

When martial law was declared in
1972, it was in response to the critical
state of the semi-colonial, semi-

feudal order in the Philippines in a

bid to arrest this. It only served to in-
tensify this crisis so that in 1986 it
was necessary to change the form of
rule to the current one which is of a
regime with a liberal facade. Even

that is not succeeding in arresting the
crisis. The US is throwing in the low-
intensity conflict and the mini-
Marshall plan but the revolutionary
movement continues to grow and we
are now at the level of approaching
strategic parity. After reaching that
we hope to be able to tilt the balance
of forces in our favour. We think that
in the coming decade there will be
major developments in the Philip
pines and they will be in favour of the
Filipino people. M
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PRISONERS FIGHTBACK

Avi Naftel

NICKI RENSTEN

Avi Naftel, a British citizen serving
25 years in the Arizona State
Penitentiary, is campaigning for
transfer to Britain, his right under
the Council of Europe Convention for
the Transfer of Sentenced Persons.

In 1982 Avi, an anarchist, was stop-
ped by a police woman whilst hitch-
ing with his wife. She demanded to
see their ID. They refused. She pulled
out a gun. Avi knocked it from her
hand. More police arrived. Avi and
his wife escaped. An hour later they
were caught. No shots were fired.
Nobody was hurt.

Avi got fifteen years for aggravated
assault and ten for kidnapping. He
had no previous convictions. He is
held in solitary in sensory depriva-
tion conditions.

If transferred Avi could get visits
from his family and stands a chance
of parole or shortening of his sen-
tence. Arizona prison officials are
blocking transfer citing invented
charges of ‘attempted escape’. These
charges have been quashed thanks to
public pressure. More pressure can
win Avi transfer. W

Write to: Philip T. White, Director, Office
of International Affairs, Criminal Divi-
sion, PO Box 7413, Ben Franklin Station,
Washington DC, USA 20044 and Sam
Lewis, Director, Arizona Dept of Correc-
tions, 1601 West Jefferson, Phoenix,
Arizona, USA 85007

Messages of support to: Avi Naftel, PO
Box B45287, Florence, Arizona, USA
85232

Scottish
show trial

GRAHAM JOHNSON

On Friday 27 May four prisoners,
Sammy Ralston, Graham Mathew-
son, Malcolm Leggat and John Dev-
ine, were found guilty of ‘mobbing
and rioting’. The trial followed the
rooftop protest at Peterhead last year
which was ended by an SAS attack
on the prison.

Sammy Ralston protested his in-
nocence throughout the trial. As he
left the dock he shouted to his
mother, ‘I have been wrongfully con-
victed again, Ma. There's nothing in
that. There are a lot of innocent men
in jail.’

During the trial, the prisoners had
called witnesses who testified to the
brutality against prisoners in Peter-
head. John Gallagher described Pet-
erhead as a ‘torture factory’. A

This latest trial, like all those
before, showed that prisoners can ex-
pect no justice from the courts. In-
evitably there will be more protests
because the source of discontent has
not been dealt with. FRFI sends solid-
arity to Sammy Ralston and the other
prisoners. We demand that Sammy is
now moved from the Inverness cages.

ONE IN SEVEN:

TERRY O’HALLORAN

A report issued by NACRO on 13
June once again confirmed the racist
character of the British courts and

prison system. On 30 June 1987 there -
were, according to Home Office

figures, 7,050 prisoners from ethnic
minorities out of 50,270 (14%).
There were 6,000 (12.5%) in 1985.
The number of black people in
British prisons has risen by 1,040
(17%) in two years. More black peo-
ple, both absolutely and relatively,
are being sent to prison each year.

In 1987 there were 6,640 (13.7%)
ethnic minority prisoners in the male
prison population and 400 (22.7%)
among women: more than one in
every five. West Indian/Guyanese/
African prisoners alone account for
4,720 (9.4% or one in ten) of the
prison population.

A breakdown of individual prisons
shows even higher proportions in
certain prisons: Blantyre House 20%;
Coldingley 20%; Lincoln 21%;
Brockhill 20-30%; Holloway 26%;
Oxford 28-30%; and East Sutton Park
39%.

The overrepresentation of black
people in prison has little or nothing
to do with the level of black people’s
involvement in crime, it has to do
with racism in the criminal justice
system.

A survey of juvenile offenders by
Hackney Council found that black
people were less likely to be caution-
ed than white people. More black of-
fenders are sent to court.

Over 50% of white youths sent to
court who pleaded not guilty were ac-

quitted. The figure for black youths

was 30%. Black offenders are more:

likely to be found guilty.

Once convicted, the same survey
found, black offenders were nearly
twice as likely to be sent to prison as
white offenders. In 1979 29% of
youth custedy prisoners were Afro-
Caribbean.

A survey of cases over a two week
period in March 1986 in Birmingham
courts found that 35.2% of black
defendants were sent to prison com-
pared with 21.4% of white defend-
ants. 13% of black defendants were
given suspended sentences compar-
ed with 8.9% of white defendants.

Non-custodial recommendations
were made in 90% of the Social En-
quiry Reports on black defendants yet
57 % of these were not accepted. 86 %

Black prisoners in Britain

of SERs on white defendants recom-
mended non-custodial sentences.
Only 42% of these were ignored.

In every case concerning a black
defendant where no recommenda-
tion was made the defendant was sent
to prison. In cases concerning white
defendants where no recommendat-
ion was made only 57% were sent to
prison.

The same survey found that the:
white defendants had a higher pro-
portion of more serious offences com-
pared with the black defendants.

In 1985 7.4% of West Indian/Guy-
anese/African and 6.3% of In-
dian/Pakistani/Bangladeshi defen-
dants remanded in custody were sub-
sequently acquitted compared with
3.6% of white prisoners. These fig-

more likely to be remanded in cus-
tody wrongly.

Home Office figures also show that
black people sent to prison from July
1984 to March 1985 consistently had
fewer convictions than their white
counterparts. For burglary, for exam-
ple, 46% of white prisoners had 11 or
more previous convictions compared
with 22% of West Indian or African
prisoners and 7% of Indian/Pakis-
tani/Bangladeshi prisoners.

At every level of the criminal just-
ice system black people suffer racist
discrimination. The NACRO report is
a timely reminder of this reality. W

PRISONERS FUND

FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIAL-
ISM! is the only newspaper which con-
sistently covers the brutality and the
fightback within the prisons. FIGHT
RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! goes
into nearly 40 prisons in Britain, Ire-
land and throughout the world. Every
month new prisoners write in to ask for
the paper to be sent to them.

Each month it costs £66 to send our
newspaper into prisoners. A subscrip-
tion for a prisoner costs £7.50 and
prisoners cannot afford to pay this. We
are appealing to our readers to take
out a subscription‘for a prisoner, or
better still make a regular monthly con-
tribution to our Prisoners Fund (please
send for a standing order form)

[J lenclose adonationof €
to help pay for a prisoners subscription
to FRFI. (Cheques/POs payable to
Larkin Publications)

[] Please send me a standing order
form.

NAME
ADDRESS

Return to FRFI, BCM Box 5909, Lon-
don WC1N 3XX.

Revolutionary

In a review of Questions of History (An Phoblacht/Republican
News, 3 March 1988) Tom O’Dwyer wrote that production
under prison conditions had ‘seriously affected some of the
book’s conclusions’. In particular, he wrote, ‘the curious
theories of these political sects [‘‘Stalinist and Trotskyist mini-
groups’’] figure all too often in the pages of Questions of
History’. One of the major sources drawn on by the POWs was
David Reed’s Ireland: the key to the British revolution. Below,
LAURENCE McKEOWN, one of the POWs involved in produc-
ing the book, explains how and why Questions of History was

written.

The best way to ‘describe’ or ‘explain’
Questions of History is to examine its
origins and objectives. Those origins
are to be found amongst the Repub-
lican POWs in the H-Blocks during
the year 1985.

At this time the POWs were involv-
ed in constructing a comprehensive
education programme. Such a pro-
gramme would have to cover many
different aspects of politics, econom-
ics and revolutionary struggle, but it
was the general consensus amongst
the POWs that what was of immed-
iate necessity was an analysis of Irish
history over the past two centuries -
in essence, an analysis of the Repub-
licanstruggle.

Three main themes were to be focus-
ed on in the main analysis: (1) the role
of economic forces, (2) constitutional
nationalism versus Revolutionary
nationalism/Republicanism, and (3)
the role of the Church. Each of these
would assume greater or lesser im-
portance depending on the specific
historical period or topic in question.

Other factors which contributed to
the ‘format’ of Questions of History
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was the developing political cons-
ciousness of the POWs and the ‘ef-
fect’ this had on their organisational
structures. The old-style lecture ap-
proach was regarded as being coun-
ter-productive, more inclined to dis-

Dublin 1922: Anti-Treaty IRA Volunteers in the streets

_ures indicate that black people are

. j& - -

istory

courage people from educating them-
selves rather than encouraging. So
the manner in which the original
‘drafts’ were written was influenced
by the thoughts of how they would be
utilised in practice.

That ‘practice’ was to take the form
of small groups with someone to co-
ordinate and stimulate discussion.
The drafts would be passed around
the five or six people to read, sugges-
tions as to what books would be help-
ful in obtaining an understanding of
the period would be listed and then
the group would come together two
or three times per week to discuss the
points covered.

These drafts formed what was later

to be put togetheras Questions of His-
tory - the original aim, however, was
not to write a book.

Several people took on the task of
preparing the papers and this no
doubt will be detected from a close
reading of the book. What must also
be remembered is that the authors
themselves were part of the process
of development - not ‘above’ it or re-
moved from it in some way and what
they wrote was not meant to be the
final word on the subject but rather to
provide a basis from which to stimu-
late discussion. The lessons learnt
from the production of, and discus-
sion of, the original drafts have
meant that the later ones are (hope-
fully) more professionally produced.
However they will not cover every
single aspect of Irish or Republican
history, nor is that their intention.

The main lesson that Republicans
will hopefully learn from a study of
Questions of History is that we must
examine our history in detail as many
of the problems we encounter today
have occurred previously in one form
or another. The fact that such a book
was published by the Sinn Fein Edu-
cation Department is indicative of the
growing concern within the Move-
ment to analyse its history and the
role it has played in the struggle for
National Liberation and Socialism.

What makes Questions of History
different from all other books written
on Irish or Republican history is that
it was written by (active though im-
prisoned) Republicans who have
grownupand developed inthecourse
of a protracted phase of struggle
which is still ongoing. Hopefully it
will assist in the pursuance of that
struggle. W

Questions of History, Irish Republican
Prisoners of War. Sinn Fein Education
Department. 1987. £2.50, 156pp.



EXTRADITION:

HANDS OFF IRELAND!

‘Don’t hand them over’

With the release of Pat McVeigh on 13 June, the first test case under
the revised procedures of the Extradition Act ended in an
embarrassing defeat for the Irish and British governments. Mrs
Thatcher, who has steadfastly refused to answer questions about
Gibraltar on the grounds of not prejudicing legal proceedings in that
case, immediately said she was ‘utterly dismayed’ by the Irish court’s
decision. Kinnock ‘hoped for an outcome which will ensure even more
effective action against terrorists or suspected terrorists’. Irish

Justice Minister, Gerry Collins, intends to force the

judge responsible

for the release to explain his actions in the High Court. GARY CLAPTON

reports.

The Judge freed McVeigh because the
British government had failed to pro-
ve that McVeigh was the person nam-
ed on the warrants. For sticking to the
letter of the law he is being presented
as a maverick. Yet it is the Twenty Six
Counties government that is pervert-
ing its own legal system in order to
hand people over to Britain on the
basis of little or no evidence. The war-
rants against McVeigh, for example,
e

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS

were vague and wide-ranging, some
of the allegations covering a twenty-
six month period when he was actual-
ly in prison.

The McVeigh release is the latest in
a number of similar cases in which
Irish courts have refused to grant ex-
tradition. In this they are reflecting
the high degree of popular anger over
the issue. Extradition has become a
major political question in the South:

N

s

anti-extradition committees have
sprung up, large marches have been
held and prominent lawyers have
spoken out against extradition.
Knowledge of the systematic injus-
tice of British courts towards Irish
people fuels this campaign.
Extradition is a cornerstone of the
Anglo-Irish Agreement and the
Haughey government is determined
to force it through by any means
necessary. Hence, even after Patrick
Mcintyre had been released by a

court, he was forcibly detained. He is .

now on the run. After Paul Kane was
released by a court, he was chased by
police and driven off the road. His ar-
rest gave the police enough time to
get extradition warrants from_the
RUC. Four other people are in deten-
tion awaiting extradition. The US
courts have also just ordered the de-
portation to Britain of Joseph Doher-
ty. The fight against extradition will
continue. Wl

Gibraltar:

MAXINE WILLIAMS

The recent Downing Street announce-
ment of the postponement of the in-
quest into the killing of the Gibraltar 3
came as a surprise to nobody. . .ex-
cept the Gibraltar Coroner and the Brit-
ish Foreign Office. The Coroner’s deci-
sion to postpone it was not made until
five hours after No. 10’s announce-
ment.

The reason given for the postponement
was a clash of security demands be-
tween the inquest and a local arts festi-

val to be held at the same time. Yet the

Cover-up continues

Festival has never produced any prob-
lems or led to a single arrest! No new
date has been fixed. The government
has now said it is willing to let the SAS
men testify at the inquest, but wants
them behind screens and strictly limi-
ted in what questions they will answer.

The whole affairs smacks of the
weight of government pressure being
brought to bear on the Gibraltar Coroner
as it was on the British media investi-
gating the murders. Probably the gov-
ernment wants the inquest to be as far in
the future as possible, allowing poten-
tial witnesses and the public time to for-

get the events. Some commentators
have also argued that the government
would like the inquest to take place dur-
ing the Parliamentary recess. If so it is
certainly not because they have faced
any serious questioning on the issue
from the Labour Party. Only an opposi-
tion as patriotic and grotesquely inef-
fectual as Kinnock's Labour Party
would have failed to seize on That-
cher’s acute sensitivity about the Gib-
raltar issue. The British Cabinet has
done murder but Messrs Kinnock & Co
are too busy with their new-found
nuclear love affair to notice or to care.

Framed prisoners: action needed

PAUL McKINLAY/BOB SHEPHERD

The appalling pressure of being
wrongly held in prison for fourteen
years has had serious consequences for
the health of the framed Irish prison-
ers. Latest victim of this is Patrick Arm-
strong, one of the Guildford 4, who has
now suffered a nervous breakdown.

There is an urgent need for stepping up
the public campaign for the framed pri-
soners. Unfortunately, the Birmingham
6 campaign has now decided to call off
the national march planned for Novem-
ber. The march, due to be held in Bir-

mingham, was relentlessly attacked in
the press. London campaign represen-
tatives spoke against transferring the
march to London, saying that people
would not come out and that anyway,
the police would not allow it. This pes-
simistic view does not represent the
feelings of thousands of supporters of
the Birmingham 6 all over the country

- who have waited for an opportunity to

display support since the Appeal was
lost in January. With this support,
police obstruction could be success-
fully opposed.

The huge support for the framed pris-
oners must be translated into visible ac-

tivities. It is good to hear that the North
West Birmingham 6 Campaign has de-
cided to hold a local march on 29 Oc-
tober as the culmination of its week of
action. This will give supporters of the
framed prisoners an opportunity to
show their strength. FRFI calls on
everyone to support this march. If the
fight for the framed prisoners does not
continue, other frame ups will take
place. Already, in order to guarantee a

conviction, the case of those charged -

with conspiring to kill Tom King has
been assigned to Winchester Court, a
court in a highly militarised garrison
town. W

Unionist bigots: Molyneaux and Paisley

MAXINE WILLIAMS

Unionist party leaders have put paid
to speculation that they would be
talking to Dublin in the near future.
Both Molyneaux and Paisley have
now said that the British and South-
ern Irish governments will have todo
more to show they are prepared to
jettison the Anglo-Irish Agreement

towards constitutional talks.
The Uniopists see the involvement of
the Twenty Six Counties government
as the thin end of a nationalist wedge
designed to undermine their historic
privileges. Only a return to Stormont-
style government (with some very
token concessions to the SDLP) can,
they believe, safeguard loyalist privi-
leges by ensuring continued discrim-
ination against Catholics.

The strength of this view among-
st loyalist workers was shown in the

| recent strike by workers at the loy-

alist Harland and Wolff shipyard.
They were striking against Brit-
ish government and anti-discrimina-
tion measures. These measures will

before the Unionists will move.

Unionists block talks

alter nothing substantial for the na
tionalist population and are merel
one of the British carrots accompany
ing the Anglo-Irish Agreement.
This is the nub of the tactical dis
agreement between the Unionist
and the British government. Th
Unionists fail to understand tha
British strategy is not in any way aim
ed at undermining their privileges
On the contrary, it is aimed at shorin;
up the sectarian six county statelet o1
which these privileges are based. Th
British government believes that onk
by isolating the Republican Move
ment can the six counties be safe
guarded. Hence their involvemen
with Haughey and the SDLP. Th
SDLP’s talks with Sinn Fein also forn
part of this strategy. The SDLP is af
tempting to convince the nationalis
people that serious concessions ca
be won by constitutional means.
The Unionists refuse to accept al

this. But their campaign against th

Agreement has crumbled in the fac
of British intransigence. Their pre
sent posture is merely aimed a
wringing concessions from Britain b
other means. W

On Wednesday 16 June an IRA bomb
killed six British soldiers in Lisburn.
This is the largest number of soldiers
killed in a single IRA operation since
Warrenpoint in 1979.

The government and press claimed that
the bombrisked high civilian casualties
because it exploded after a ‘fun run’ in
the town. In fact, as the IRA said, ‘Every
care was exercised by our volunteers to
ensure minimum risk to the local popu-

—— -

'IRA attack

lation'. Eight civilians received mine
injuries.

The IRA operation has seriously wo:
ried the British Army because it showe
meticulous planning and intelligenc
work and was carried out in a staunchl
loyalist town where soldiers felt safs
As An Phoblacht/Republican New
said: ‘. .. there is no safe haven an)
where in Ireland for those who wear th
uniform of British imperialism’. M)

BOB SHEPHERD

Recent events have exposed the links
between the loyalist murder gangs,
the RUC and British Army.

The loyalist gun gang that attacked
the Avenue Bar in Belfast on 15 May,
murdering three people and serious-
ly injuring sixteen others, escaped
with the collusion of the RUC and the
British Army. Nearby a UDR patrol
was manning a road checkpoint and
RUC and British Army patrols were
escorting a loyalist parade. A ‘panic
button’ fitted in the bar with a direct
line to the RUC was pressed when the
first shots were fired. The RUC, sup-
posed to respond within thirty sec-
onds, did not arrive for twenty
minutes. Since 1971 over 140 people

British/Loyalist
murder links

have been murdered in loyalist a
tacks on nationalist pubs and clubs.
On 24 May Joanne Garvin, a soldie
in the UDR and Cameron Hastie,
soldier in the Royal Scots Regimen
were charged in court in Belfast wit
passing photographs and inform:
tion about suspected republicans t
loyalists. Earlier two other membe:
of the UDR were in courts charge
with firearms offences. They were a
rested near where two arms cache
were found. One of the caches was i

- the Clough Orange Hall.

At 1.30am on 18 May the RUC we
called to Blacks Road, Belfast, an
told that the nationalist residents su.
pected a bomb had been planted :
the back of their houses. The RU
said the area was safe. An hour lati
the bomb exploded. W
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INTERVIEW
AR T

‘SOME PEOPLE
SAY “CAN YOU
GUARANTEE

WE’RE GOING TO

WIN?”. I SAY |
CAN GUARANTEE
THIS, YOU'RE
GOING TO LOSE
IF YOUDON’T
FIGHT BACK.’

What's your response to the
story that you were caught in a
shower with a woman?

Ron Brown: The story doesn’t
stand up but once it was started
it was used in all sorts of ways
against me. It was cobbled to-
gether by MPs and certain jour-
nalists. I can’t say for certain it
was Labour MPs but I know that
I've got enemies in this place.
People are supposed to come
here as representatives of the
working class but obviously the
temptation to represent big busi-
ness is there because the money
is good, very good.

At the PLP meeting that was
held to judge me I attacked those
in the party who were in the
pockets of big business, who
wrote articles for Fleet Street
ang who indeed, by doing so,
were breaking party policy.Ican
understand their motives for
having a go at me.

Even if it were true being in a

shower with a woman. Or if it

was two males in there. There's
nothing wrong with that. It's
hypocrisy to suggest that the
morality of the 1880s should
prevail today.

I'm told that as an inducement
for information sums of £2,000
were offered just to look through
the mail. May [Ron Brown’s
wife] herself was approached.
They thought she was just a
neighbour. She was offered
£10,000 for stories about Ron
Brown. She said she was not in-
terested. £10,000 was the going
rate. Mrs Longdon [the woman
who was alleged to be in the
shower] was offered £35,000
and if she did a photograph,
£45,000. You know the old mot-
to of the Murdoch press ‘Make it
short, make it juicy, make it up’.

Leith Labour Party passed a mo-
tion of censure against you on
Monday.

RB: The motion ‘was put by
Derek Wilson, an ex-member of
the SWP. It censured me for not
giving an appropriate apology.
Others waded in to attack me.
Most of those individuals were
ex-members of other left-wing
organisations. It’s interesting
that they should take up this
ultra-conservative line that they
are now true believers in tradi-
tion, ritual and the monarchy.

I do believe in unity of the left
but clearly they don’t. They
showed all their sectarian preju-
dices at the meeting. They used
a document supplied that even-
ing by the Chief Whip. There are
many factors in that document
which are clearly untrue. And
I'm supposed to reply to that at
about a minute’s notice. I pro-
duced a letter from one of the
senior clerks which stated that
my voting record was above
average and superior to most of

Ron Brown

S

been Labour Party

ince FRFI 78 the attack on Ron Brown has
gathered pace. The major protagonists have

members undoubtedly
acting with the full backing of Neil Kinnock.

The Ron Brown affair proves that those who defend

the people fighting back will be attacked
relentlessly by the Labour Party and trade union

leadership. It also underlines the

urgent necessity

for all progessive forces to defend people like Ron
Brown when they come under such attack. RON
BROWN spoke to TERRY O’HALLORAN and
LORNA REID at the House of Commons on

Thursday 16 June.

the front bench spokesmen.

It doesn’t go on to say why I
am absent from this place. In
here we can do the ritual dance
up and down the stairs knowing
full well that the Tories are go-
ing to win the votes. It’s impor-
tant to speak up from time to
time but it's more important to
be outside, to be at the various
meetings, to be at the factory
gates, street corners, to be where
the working class is.

Many of them don’t do that. In
fact the new image coming out of
Kinnock’s office is not to be
identified with workers in strug-
gle, to try and create this middle
of the road, middle class party
which is going to win the next
general election. That’s a recipe
for disaster. Kinnock should
realise that an SDP type organis-
ation has been tested before. If
he’s going to try a mark two ver-
sion that’s not going to work
either.

The motion of censure means
nothing because I’m not going to
change my views. I'm not going
to be some tame poodle who
jumps to the tune of certain
people.

The people who supported me
were all the trade union dele-

1 gates. They know you could sit

in here all day, in the Strangers’
Bar or wherever, getting pissed
out of your mind, going up and
down the stairs voting. I don’t
see myself as a professional MP.
I see myself as a shop steward
writ large.

But isn’t there a problem that
the working class itself is divid-
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ed? Isn’t Kinnock seeking to ap-
peal to the better off sections of
the working class rather than
stand with the people who are
suffering the most?

RB: In the 30s certain sections of
the working class did benefit as
well. Although the vast majority
did suffer, just as today. If you
look at Britain you do see many
workers, particularly young
workers, with no job, no hope,
no future.

You see older workers as well,
particularly former industrial
workers, thrown onto the scrap
heap. Even those workers who
have done reasonably well hate
the Tories. You can sense a feel-
ing against the Tories even
among the middle class. The
Tory vote has plummeted in
Scotland and I'm sure that’s true
about Merseyside, the North
East and so forth.

People are fed up with this
authoritarian government, with
the erosion of civil liberties,
with the insulting comments by
Mrs Thatcher.

Unemployed workers have no
representation whatsoever and
we have to have some means of
linking up the employed and the
unemployed, tenants’ organisa-
tions, even rate payers’ organis-
ations, youth, pensioners. Per-
haps we should be thinking of
setting up Councils of Action.

We see that developing, in a
form, in Scotland just now, in
the anti-Poll Tax Unions.
Whether it becomes a mass
movement I’'m not sure. But the
signs are looking good at the mo-

~ Ithink in

The

RON BROWN ON PARLIAMENT, POLL TAX AND PARTY
fai kel s e T CRE A T R R L) ST

Commons

ment. I think many people will
understand very quickly what
class law means when the Poll
Tax is introduced.

At the Socialist Conference we
successfully argued for the Con-
ference. to organise an Action
Against the Poll Tax Conference
in the autumn, We said that the
Poll Tax was the basis for unity
in the working class because it
affects every working class
family.

RB: In the coming period we've
got to make it quite clear that we
say ‘Don’t pay the tax’. Up to |
now the officxa] leadership are
simply hedging. In Scotland
there’s a recall conference com-
ing up in September and along

with, sadly only two other
Labour MPs out of 50, I've been
arguing don't pay the taxatall. It
will be interesting to see what
pressure we can build up on the

n, if we had a
united front and that involves
different organisations, not just
Labour Party organisations,
mobilising around the fight back
against this particularly nasty
class law, we could give the
Tories a hell of a beating.

Some people say ‘Can you
guarantee we're going to win?’.
I say I can guarantee this, you're
going to lose if you don't fight
back.

Already in Scotland there are
Labour councils setting up the
machinery to implement the
tax.

RB: I think these councillors,
many of them claim to be on the
left, should put action where
their mouth is. It’s all very well
to pass motions condemning the
Tories but their role is to oppose
this legislation. They shouldn’t
be encouraging officials and em-
ployees to do the dirty work for
the Tories. By doing so they're
incriminated as well.

It’s pointless being a represen-
tative, a councillor or MP or
whatever, if you're willing to
bend the knee to a Tory state
machine that’s out to destroy the
working class. If they want to be
leaders then they should lead.

At the Socialist Conference one
of the arguments we came up
against, most repetitively put by
the SWP, was that the whole
thing should be left to the trade
unions. Given your experience
in Scotland how do you see that?
RB: I don’t see any movement
being successful unless it's
broad based. It has to involve all
the sections of the working class
and, indeed, even people who
regard themselves as middle
class. It has also to be given a
socialist orientation.

Idon't think we can fudge it as
though there was no politics.

That's always been a disaster.
We've got to sensibly say we
agree that this movement has to
be organised according to cer-
tain principles. That could bring

in a lot of activists from all sorts
of groups and parties. That
would give inspiration to the
working class, particularly
those who are not represented in
trade unions: the unemployed,
the youth, the pensioners and so
forth.

I hope that this would develop
so that you do see working class

| people together and also saying

to their leaders ‘You've got to be
identified with us’. We should
be saying clearly and categoric-
ally that ‘You don't pay. You
resist to the full. You ask trade
unions to support you, you ask
councillors to support you, you
ask MPs-to support you.’

At the Socialist Conference Eric

Heffer was adamant that the
Labour Party could be trans-

formed into a socialist party.

Hilary Wainwright said she
wasn’t sure whether that social-
ist party would be a transform-
ed Labour Party or a new social-
ist party. What’s your view on
that?

RB: There are signs of almost a
separate Labour Party led by
Kinnock as another SDP type
organisation. That may take a lot
of MPs away from the concept of
a socialist left wing party. It may
mean that those who are com-

is a ritual
dance

mitted to that would have to
think their position out-and per-
haps form a separate party. I'm
never one to give in to right
wingers.

I think the left are correct in
challenging for the principles of
the party so the campaign on the
leadership should go ahead.
Kinnock in his statements re-
garding unilateral disarmament
and other things simply means
that he wants to get to Downing
Street at any cost.

What do you think about Denzil
Davies’ resignation?

RB: If your leader doesn’t come
up and explain the shift in
policy it makes you feel a fool.
Denzil, who is not'a left winger,
decided that he had had enough.
I admire him for that.

A lot of party members, even
middle of the road MPs, are ap-
prehensive. They think the
policy review is going to be a
political disaster, something
that can’t be sold to the working
class. Maybe it’ll look good on
telly and the Fleet Street editors
will clap but they represent the
ruling class.

Keir Hardie said if you're ever
praised by the Tory press you
can't be doing your job politic-
ally for the working class. I think
Kinnock should remember that.
He’s getting praised by the rul-
ing class and the Tory press
because he's carrying out their
function.
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- drive or would like to order T-

To help raise money for our

an FRF1 T-shirt and have re-

and Extra Large at a cost of £5
ailable at 50p each (incl p&p),
or £3 for 10 (incl p&p). All
cheques should be payable to

If you can help with our fund

shirts or badges fill in the form
below.

| enclose £ donation
| pledge £ monthly (Please send me a standing order form)
| want to order T-shirts and enclose £

[J Medium O Large [J Extralarge
| want to order badges and enclose £
(delete where inapplicable)
Name Phone
Address

Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and return this form to
FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London WCIN 3XX




NAMIBIAN WORKERS

IN STRUGGLE

A Working Conference for Trade
Union Activists

SPEAKERS
National Union of Namibian
Workers
Ron Todd
(General Secretary TGWU)
Rita Donaghy
(Vice President NALGO)
Women Against Pit Closures
SWAPO

Sponsored by: AAM, ASLEF, FBU, GMB,
NALGO, NUJ, NUPE, TGWU, TUC.

Saturday 25 June @ 9.30-5.00pm
Creche @ Social
Registration: £5 delegates, £2.00 waged
Individuals, £0.50 unwaged. (Please state
number of children when registering).

Organised by the
Namibla Support Committee
PO Box 16, London NW5 2LW

Tel 01 267 1941/2

LARKIN BOOKS

The following books are
available from Larkin
Publications:

The revolutionary road to com-
munism in Britain (Manifesto of
the Revolutionary Communist
Group) 175pp, £1.50 plus 40p
p&p

Ireland: the key to the British
Revolution by David Reed.
450pp, £3.95 plus 75p p&p

Miners Strike 1984-85 People
versus State by David Reed and
Oliwa Adamson 144pp

Soulll Mrica Britain out of
Apartheid! Apartheid out of
Britain! by Carol Brickley, Terry
0’Halloran and David Reed.
64pp, 95p plus 30p p&p

Published by VMDC edite
Terry O’Halloran
32pp, 75p plus 30p p&p

All cheques/POs payable to Lar-
kin Publications. Please send
your orders to Larkin Publica:
tions, BCM Box 5909, London
WC1N 3XX

Join the
action
join the RCG

@ Take the side of all those struggling
against imperialism - Join the RCG!

® A movement must be built in Britain
in solidarity with the struggling peoples

of Ireland, South Africa, Palestine,
Central America. Help us to do this -
Join the

@ A movement must be built here in
Britain which stands with the
oppressed fighting racism, repression
and poverty. Help us build this
movement - Join the RCG!

@ A movement must be built which
challenges and defeats the treachery of
the opportunist leaders of Britain's
Labour and trade union movement -
Join the

| wish to join/receive more
information about the RCG

Name
Address

Tel

Return to: FRFI, BCM Box 5909,
London WC 1N 3XX
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Men in drag

We. the North West Campaign
for Lesbian and Gay Equality feel
your photo accompanying your
article on ‘Section 28’ was not the
most representative one to use.

To show a man dressed in drag
is an image which is particularly
offensive to most women and to
some men. It is not a positive
image of lesbians and gay men
working together to overcome
Section 28,

There are many photographs
you could have used to capture
the spirit of the march in Lon-
don - we are facing oppression
enough without an organisation
such as yours adding to it.

Your faithfully,
JOANNE LOVE
Press Officer, NWCLGE

| am a gay man and | do not dress in
women's clothes, but | am not about
to disown those who do. Are you say-
ing you don't want transvestites on
‘your” marches? Where do these
proscriptions end? Lesbians in trous-
ers and leather jackets? We must
challenge all aspects of sexism and
racism in drag acts on the scene and
in gay men as a whole but this is not
the same as disowning transvestites,
transsexuals or men who dress in
women's clothes just because we do
not think they present ‘a positive
image of lesbians and gay men’. The
man in our photograph knows who the
enemy is and clearly identifies her.
The NWCLGE has done a brilliant job
mobilising the lesbian and gay com-
munity but we won't win our rights by
trying to act and look as respectable
as possible. Nor did it help the cause
when a press statement was Issued

Manchester.
of us, lesbian, gay and straight, who
have been arrested and assaulted by

the
RCHARD ROGUES

A e

Whither Glasnost

collectivisation may have
ruined agriculture but it helped
industrialisation. Newman
sug?ostp industrial planning was
a colossal success. Achieving
growth whilst improving living
standards. He tells us of the 7
hour day but not the 6 day week 1
day off 5 on (Nove p191). He does
not tell us what happened to
wages. In 1937 there wasa 35%
increase in real income over 1935
but that figure was 85% or per-
haps as little as 58% of the 1928
NEP figure. In the early 30s
figures would have been much
worse. Such a reduction in work-
ers’ living standards could only
be achieved because they had no
independent bodies to defend
them.

Such power over workers and
peasants is a powerful reason why
Russia achieved a rate of growth
greater than any market economy.
The ‘plan’ is shorthand for the
orders of the inner party elite
around Stalin dictating to society
(‘the command economy’ to use
Gorbachev's phrase).

This system prides itself on the
growth which it says saved Russia
in the war. Now as 75% of the
Soviet arms industry was soon in
occupied Russia (p454 Deutscher
Stalin) that in itself is not con-
vincing. But the power of the
centre to ration resources, built
up in the 1930s was crucial. Thus
defence moved from 15% of NNP
to 55% . Wages by contrast fell to
40% of the 1940 figure - ietoa
1/4-1/3 of the last NEP figures in
1928. In UK wages rose with full
employment in the war. Clearly
patriotism and idealism made it
easier to impose such staggering
cuts but the crucial factor was the

LETTERS

Write to:

FRFI,
BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX

machine trained to impose them.

Crucial too the stupid ferocity
of the Nazi enemy which gloated
at the death of 20-30m Russians
and would not give back their
farms to the peasantry (Mann
History of Germany p782).

40 years on the industrial-
military machine is substantially
in place serving a military-
bureaucratic elite. But the
machine is faltering. It cannot
extract growth. It falls behind
technologically. Living standards
remain low whilst defence takes
20% of NNP (US figure quoted in
Russian journal). A sign of the

Russian malaise is the unique - to
the industrialised world - decline

~ in life expectancy. Gorbachev

calls this ‘a pre-crisis situation’.
Production at the expense of
consumption as in 30s/40s is not
an option politically. He proposes
‘From a predominantly
centralised command system of
management to a democratic
system . . . based on optimal
combination of centralism and
self management.’

These would be big changes.
The bureaucrats, defence
industries stand to lose a lot. So
too might the party which has
ruled with a monopoly on power
for most of 70 years. They are
uneasy; opposed to democracy
not self-management. But
Gorbachev too is uncertain on the
relation of democracy and party
or between the nations inside the
Soviet Union. But if he does not
produce more democracy it is
unlikely he will get the support of
the masses to oppose the
bureaucratic elite he fights. It

support democratisation not resist -

it.
Fraternally,
JOHN HALES
London

Support for
seafarers

On Saturday 21 May members
of City of London Anti-Apartheid
Group went to Dover to join the
NUS strike march and rally. From
the moment we got the City AA
banner out we found that we were
attacked by different sections of
people on the march.

Firstly we had NUS members
condemning us for supporting a
‘terrorist’ like Mandela. We also
had a few AAM supporters calling
us opportunists and trying to
create a division in the AAM, as if
we had nothing else to do. Apart
from these people we held the
City Group banner high and
marched to the Port gates.

As we marched we were cheer-
ed on by strikers showing
solidarity with the black South
African masses. Where was the

AAM banner? Where were the
anti-racist, women’s and all
minority groups’ banners?
There should have been more
black and anti-racist groups and
all oppressed sections of the
working class taking part in the

march and the strike to show the

NUS strikers that all the op-
pressed sections of the working
class must be united in the fight
against the bosses who own P&O.
At the end of the day we made lots
of new contacts for the surround
the embassy demonstration on 16
June.

Yours in struggle

PAOLO COWAN

London

Rights for non-
smokers in prison

WOuld you please inform all
non-smokers that a guidance has
been prepared by the Home
Office. To quote from a letter |
received from the Earl of Caith-
ness via Joe Ashton MP in Feb-
ruary 1987: ‘1am very keen that
we should do all we can to extend

_prisoner opportunities to enjoy a

environment, and you

will be glad to know that we are
preparing

governors
and medi(nlofﬁcentoﬂldend !

‘That guxdanoe will
governors to give favourable
consideration to requests to be
located in a smoke free cell where
such a course is judged to be
practicable in the circumstances

Thmimﬁnh with ﬂlis
guidance is it is at the
governors/doctors’ discretion.

This information has been pub-
lished in the press; why are non-
smokers wallowing in smoke
filled environments?

Get off your apathetic backsides
and apply to be moved to a non-
smoking environment. If you are
refused, write to Caithness via
your own MP or Joe Ashton MP.

Do not accept the ‘over-crowd-
ing' argument. It’s a nonsense. It
is an easy task to provide no
smoking cells. It is quite feasible
that the stumbling block (discret-
ion) can be removed and a non-
smoking envionment can become
a basic human right for the
incarcerated.

DESMOND JOHN GREEN
HMP Frankland

Iraq bolstered by US
intervention

Since 18 April when the US
attacked and destroyed six Iranian
ships, supposedly in retaliation
for the holing of a US warship by

- Bogus ‘Car

FRFI needs £500 per month

In May we raised £570.32, over £70
above our target. We need £500 every
month to keep the price of the paper at
40p waged and 20p for unemployed.
Many readers would not be able to afford
the paper if the price went up. Act now by
sending us your donations to subsidise
FRFI, and ask your friends to help as well.
Organise fundraising events in your area
to help meet the target in June and July.

Make your donation payable to
“*Larkin Publications'’ and return
to FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London
WC1N 3XX

I/We want to donate £
the FRFI Fund

Name

Address

to

Tel:

an Iranian mine, Iraq has made
spectacular progress in the war
against Iran.

There are serious reversals for

‘the Khomeini regime and there is

no doubt that it has been the level
of US backing for Iraq which has
turned the tide in the 8 year old
conflict. US claims to be in the
Gulf to protect shipping and up-
hold the peace are simply prop-
aganda. The US have in fact given
crucial aid since 1 July last year
when the US fleet entered the
Gulf. Since then they have des-
troyed or debilitated a third of the
Iranian navy and US AWAC sur-
veillance planes have supplied
Iraq with vital information on
Iranian movements. Reagan has
also been exerting strong pressure
internationally to isolate Iran.

As communists we must make
it clear that this war has never
been purely a local dispute
between Iran and Iraq, but has
played an integral part in US and
European policy in the region.

We must therefore call for an
end to the war, an end to arms
sales to both regimes and an end
to imperialist interference in the
region. This does not mean that
we call for support for Iran and
the reactionary Khomeini regime
in the war but that the best way to
support the working class in both
Iran and Iraq which faces intense
repression under both regimes is
to attack the war itself and its
imperialist backers. As long as the
war continues it will continue to
give Khomeini and Hussein a
hold over the masses which will
hinder the building of popular
resistance
ANDY PACEY

forPaIestnﬁan |

SOme leaflets have recently been
circulated bearing the name of the
‘Campaign for Palestinian

~ Rights'. We had not heard of this

before . .

It has now emged that this
group has been set up by the Nat-
ional Front. In the April issue of
National Front News it is claimed
that the ‘CPR' is a broad
organisation.

NFN does not name any of the
organisations or individuals
involved, so that we have no
evidence at present that this is
anything more than the NF under
another name. Either way, it isan
organisation which no genuine
supporter of the Palestinian
people’s liberation struggle will
welcome.

There is a genuine co-
ordinating organisation of pro-
Palestinian groups, called the
Interim Joint Committee for
Palestine. If the NF ever asked to
join that group, it would be
rejected by all participants. But by
claiming that the ‘CPR’ is a broad
front, it is giving ammunition to
those who would seek to discredit
the solidarity movement in
Britain by hinting (as a Daily
Telegraph article did on May
17th) that genuine solidarity
organisations are working
alongside the NF.

The PLO seeks a non-racist
solution to the Palestine problem,
and as a solidarity group, PSC has
always opposed racism and
fascism.

We appeal to you to publicise
the facts about the true character
of the ‘CPR’, so that anyone who
may be approached to support it
will be warned about what lies
behind the innocuous sounding
title.

Yours in solidarity,

JOHN GEE

Palestine Solidarity Campaign
London

REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIS
GROUP

Regular supporters groups to
discuss the politics of the
Revolutionary Communist

Group.

Phone 01-837 1688 for
details or write to
RCG, BCM Box 5909,
London WC1N 3XX

Supporters Group
Thursday 30 June 8pm,
DASS Offices, High Street,
Dundee.

For details of future meetings

: write to
Dundee FRFI, PO Box 27,

Dundee DG1 9DR

NUS STRIKE

MARCH AND RALLY

Wednesday 29 June,
Assemble 12 Noon
Speakers Corner

March to Pall Mall for picket
of P&0 <

- _‘\t"y

MARCH .
against the visitof
GENERAL EVREN OF TURKEY
R~ pm n; ! Af—

MANCHESTER RCG
PEOPLE AGAINST THE.
POLL TAX

Tuesday 26 July 7. 3001:;:;
Church of the Ascension.

Royce Road, Hulme,
Manchester

Subscribe
to the

best
anti-imperialist
newspaper in
Britain

FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM!

Subscription rates:

@ Britain (inc N. Ireland): £3.50 for 6 issues,
£5 for 12 issues

@ Overseas (inc Republic of Ireland)—surface
PPR: £5 for 6issues, £13 for 12 issues

@ Overseas—airmail PPR: £8 for 6 issues,
€13 for 12 issues

® [reland—letter rate sealed: £6 for 6 issues,
£13 for 12 issues

Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publica-
tions. Add £5 for foreign currency cheques.
Overseas rates given are for printed paper
reduced rate and are unsealed. If you wish your
mail to be seal” "lease let us know and we will
inform you o .»e extra cost.

I wish to subscribe to FRFI
beginning with issue

Name

Address

| enclose payment of £

__ Issues at
Return this form to

FRFI, BCM Box 5909
London WCIN 3XX
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V|RAJ MENDIS WILL STAY'
B 910 To Death in Sri Lanka! v

'ON THE MARCH
FOR VIRAJ

2500 people took to the streets of Manchester on Saturday 28 May for
the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign’s natlonal demonstration. SIMONE

DEWHURST and SARAH RICCA report.

At the opening rally as the crowds
gathered, speakers included Mr
Maharasingham of the Tamil Action
Committee; Rev Ken Leech, Director
of the Runnymede Trust; Kuomba
Balogun of the National Black
Caucus; Louise for the North West
CampaignforLesbianand Gay Equali-
ty; Eddie Newman MEP; David Kit-
son; Sharon Raghip and Walter
Silcott, relatives of the framed Broad-
water 3; Ken Strath from the Man-
chester City Council and Richard Ro-
ques for City AA.

Reverend Ken Leech,
Director of Runnymede
Trust

‘Around the Church of the Ascension
as around a number of other groupsa
real culture of resistance has grown

up .

LTTE

‘We pledge our unrelenting support
to the progressive forces like the RCG
to prevent the deportation of
Comrade VirajMendis. Furtherl
declare here that the legitimate and
noble cause of our people supported
by Comrade Vlraj. ..willeventually be
v1ctonous

Led by banners from the VMDC and
the Revolutionary Communist Group
were religious organisations and the
London Branch of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam followed by 50
other contingents. People donated
over £700 to the campaign. 180 people

also gave their names and addresses.
The RCG sold 300 copies of FRFIL.

Concluding the demonstration was
arallyaddressed byarepresentativeof
the LTTE, Father John Methuen, Rec-
torof theChurch of the Ascension, Ed-
die Abrahams for the RCG and Viraj
himself. The crowds exploded into
thunderous applause, cheers and
whistling as Viraj appeared from
behind the church wall. Hundreds
raised their fists, cheered and some
wepttoseethe man forwhom they had
marched. Viraj thanked the demon-
strators and called on them to return
home and organise. W

Eddie Abrahams for the
RCG

‘The VMDC has shown that despite
the retreat of the official labourand
trade union movement, a serious

fight against Thatcher can be built.’

Viraj Mendis
‘1 am not asking you to give yourlives
tothisstruggle . . . lamjustasking
that you givea little of your time to be
part of this campaign, to help
organise our fight against the Home
Office. The Tigers held off the Indian
Army, we can surely defeat the Home
Offlce

Father jolin_Methuen

‘Itisirrelevant to me and to the
people of this church whether Viraj
has been in sanctuary for one day, 500
days or 5000 days. Our commitment
to him remains the same.’
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APPEAL JUDGEMENT

% VIRAJ

the fight goes on

‘They are saying that | have lost. This is not true. All that has
happened is, not unexpectedly, the High Court has rejected
my appeal against deportation. But the fight will go on with
greater strength and determination because | know | have
the people on my side. The solidarity demonstrations here at
the sanctuary, in London and indeed throughout Europe
from ordinary working class people to Bishops, Churches,
MPs, and other personalities is a victory which we will build
on to win my fight to stay here. And the fact is we can win
and are going to win.’
Viraj Mendis, 17 June 1988

EDDIE ABRAHAMS

No one who has followed the racist
and undemocratic judicial process of
Viraj’'s appeal against his deportation
was surpriséd by the dismissal of his
appeal on 17 June. Once again the
judges refused to consider any of the
real evidence showing that Viraj's
life would be in danger in Sri Lanka
and failed to take into account the fact
that he has lived in Britain all his

“adult life. The VMDC is now taking

the case to the House of Lords.

Home Secretary Douglas Hurd ex-
pressed his ‘delight’ at rejection of
the appeal. With the confidence and
arrogance of someone who knew the
courts would uphold his position he
pretended to be the sporting English
gentleman at the end of a jolly fair
fight:

‘1 said I'd abide by anything the
court said and I hope that he [Viraj
Mendis] will too. The next step
should be for him and his friends to
draw the right conclusions. He has
fought it all the way through. He
has put his case in the British
courts, he’s had a fair hearing and
now he should go.’

Bishop of Manchester

‘It remains my firm belief that in
the present troubled situation on
the island of Sri Lanka, his safety
would be at risk if he were to be
deported. I still hope that the
Home Secretary will use his
discretion and allow him to
remain in Britain on
compassionate grounds.’

The VMDC has never placed reliance
on the British courts which exist to
serve their ruling class masters to en-
force Britain's racist immigration
laws. Viraj Mendis will not go. With
the backing of thousands of people,
in Britain, Europe and elsewhere, the
VMDC has successfully resisted the
Home Office for the past 18 months.
It is with their support that the fight
to save Viraj’s life will continue.
Afterthe 10 May hearings, the Home
Office stated that if the appeal went
against Viraj they ‘would enforce the
deportation order as soon as possi-
ble.’ The Home Office has been forc-
ed to retreat on this. Following the

appeal judgement Minister for De-
_portations Renton declared:

‘We will not take any action to

remove him from the UK whilst
waiting to hear whether the Lords
are going to hear his appeal or not.’
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‘I think that now is the time for
the Home Secretary to exercise
his discretionary powers to
announce that no further action
will be taken to return Viraj
Mendis to Sri Lanka where it is
clear his life would be in
danger.’

But Renton is still threatening to raid
the Church and throw Viraj into a
British prison:

‘But we have always reserved the
right to secure the removal of any-
one who when liable to be detained
under the immigration acts, has
taken refuge ina church or chapel.’

This threat can be defeated. The hun-
dreds of people who assembled at the
sanctuary, ready to defend it, on the
day of the appeal verdict, have shown
the fighting spirit with which the
next challenge will be met. The
VMDC is organising a major weekend
of national action on 29/30 July and
in September it will organise a mas-
sive national conference to bring to-
gether all the fighting anti-deporta-
tion campaigns and those forces who

for Viraj but for all

European churches
support Viraj

On the day of the appeal judgement
there were church services and
prayers for Viraj across Europe. In
Gronigen supporters held a 12 hour
vigil while church services were held
in Rome, Brussels, Geneva,
Rotterdam, Berlin and Bremen.
Throughout Holland 50 convents said
prayers for Viraj.

Support from the
Bishop of Namibia

'On 16 June 1988 marking the
anniversary of the 1976 Soweto
Uprising the bishop of Namibia
visited Viraj's sanctuary and
expressed his solidarity with
the words ‘May God’svictory
and protection be upon you'.

N

are supporting the emerging sanc-
tuary movement. The VMDC has
always said that it is fighting not only

bla& people
threatened by racist laws. With the
new Immigration Act becoming law
in the near future, it is vital for every-
one to join in the VMDC in the next
stage of its struggle. W

The people come
out for Viraj

While 50 supporters picketed the
High Court in London, 300 joined a
defiantall day demonstration outside
the Church. It was a show of strength
to warn the Home Office that any at-
tempt to snatch Viraj from the sanc-
tuary would meet solid working class
community resistance.

Black taxi drivers and their friends
from Hulme and Moss Side said they
would stay all day in case the police
did anything. A young working class
couple ‘from Gorton rushed to the
Church saying ‘It’s about time we did
something because it’s going to be us
next.’ A woman came to tell Viraj that
she had received letters from her im-
prisoned brother Patrick asking ‘how
is my brother Viraj?’. Two black
youths who had visited the Church a
few days before were there with their
friends. W

Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign
. JOINUS
; For further information contact: |
. VMDC, c/o North Hulme Centre,
| Jackson Crescent, Hulme, |

Manchester M15 5AL.
(Tel: 061-234 3168)
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