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From the editors Introduction

Jesse Jackson
for President
in 1988!

The campaign to elect the next president of the
United States will be one of the most critical in history.
Its outcome may very well influence the domestic and
international direction of the country into the 21st cen-
tury. The challenge is to defeat the openly pro-big busi-
ness and militarist policies that have dominated the
country for the past eight years under Ronald Reagan,
and which the right wants to entrench in Washington.
The task is to build a people’s movement for peace
abroad and democracy at home.

Of all the presidential candidates, Jesse Jackson is
clearly the most progressive and the strongest fighter
against the right. His candidacy can help forge a new
majority coalition of democratic forces in this country.
He speaks to the vital concerns of workers, minorities,
women, peace activists, farmers and environmentalists.
His “rainbow’ politics are raising progressive ideas as
well as mobilizing a social movement that has a chance
of becoming a political force in the country. The base
of the Jackson campaign is a base for sustained and
vigorous opposition to the right.

What is Jesse’s appeal?

Jesse Jackson’s candidacy is fueled at the base by
the massive and overwhelming support from African
Americans. In the Super Tuesday primaries, in the heart
of the old Confederacy, 97% of African Americans voted
for Jackson. As no other Black leader today, Jackson
has come to represent Black aspirations for democracy,
equality and justice.

At the same time, increasing numbers of whites from



all classes are responding positively to Jackson’s message.
He has forthrightly spoken out against economic ex-
ploitation and for workers’ rights. (His campaign has
an inherent workers’ thrust because African Americans
are themselves overwhelmingly of the working class.)
His economic program is based on a vision that places
foremost the improvement of the lives of working peo-
ple, not the naked pursuit of profits. He stands against
intervention abroad, and for peace and self-determination.
He has helped rekindle the spirit of human compassion
and the desire for justice and fair play that have been
so disparaged under eight years of Ronald Reagan.

Results from the primaries show that Jackson’s sup-
port is substantial among white voters. He won 31%
of the vote in Maine, 26% in Vermont, and attracted
strong support in Iowa and Minnesota, all states which
are 99% white. Jackson has also strengthened the
strategically critical Black-Latino alliance. In Texas, he
received 25% of the Chicano vote.

Jackson is no socialist, has no pretentions of be-
ing a socialist, and will probably never advocate so-
cialism. But this does not detract from the importance
of his candidacy in fighting against the right and for
democracy.

The struggle for Jackson to become the presidential
candidate of the Democratic Party is a tough one. The
media has continuously downplayed the significance and
seriousness of his campaign and the issues he has raised.
At the same time, his growing popularity cannot be
totally denied, and the worries of the racist and right-
wing forces in this country are mounting dangerously.
Jackson is campaigning at great personal risk and sac-
rifice, and the people who support him must have no
illusions about the attacks and perils that lie ahead.

We endorse Jesse Jackson for president. We encourage
all our readers to get out and do something for his
candidacy. By so doing, we can help strike a blow against
Reaganism and the right, and for justice and our future.
We will contribute to building a people’s movement.

In this vein, we are delighted to carry in this issue
of Forward several articles on the 1988 election and
the Jackson candidacy. Poet/playwright/revolutionary
activist Amiri Baraka provides a fascinating and in-
spiring look at the long history of his relationship with
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Jesse Jackson, and how the two have developed over
time. Baraka illuminates some of the driving dynamics
of the Black Liberation Movement, which has been so
influential in shaping the country.

Our interviews with Congressman Mickey Leland of
Texas, former head of the Congressional Black Caucus;
Toney Anaya, former governor of New Mexico and prom-
inent Chicano spokesperson; and Kenneth Blaylock, presi-
dent of the American Federation of Government Employ-
ees and one of the leading labor officials in the country,
offer candid and lively views about the coming election
generally, and on the Jackson candidacy specifically.

The Black-Latino alliance is critical to the struggle
against the right and for any movement for social
change. One of the most vital issues before Spanish-
speaking peoples today, as well as all minority and pro-
gressive peoples, is the fight against the efforts to make
English the official language of the United States. The
article by Theresa Montafio and Dennis Vigil describes
the origin of this ‘“English-only” movement and its dan-
gers, and presents some ideas on how it can be fought.
Montafio and Vigil show that the English-only move-
ment reinforces national oppression and divides the
people along language and national lines. Multinational
unity is built, they show, by opposing national inequal-
ity and oppression, not through the forcible suppres-
sion of the cultural and language rights of a minority
nationality.

The third major section of this issue of Forward
is devoted to Chicano culture. The movie La Bamba
suddenly focused the media’s attention on Chicano music.
But as Onofre Antonio Abarca’s personal look at Chicano
music shows, the musical tradition of the Chicano peo-
ple has a rich and vibrant history that goes back many
decades. Also featured are several original pieces of
writing, including a short story based on an oral folk
tale, “The Curse of Pancho Villa,” and poems by several
Chicano poets, including noted poet Alurista.

Anne Adams

Carl Davidson
Michael Lee

i






JESSE 88

Amiri Baraka

epeatedly, while waiting for myself to rise totally to the occa-

sion of catching up with presidential candidate Jesse Jackson, I
used images of our long time friendship and varied association to
fuel the dynamic which would embody the questions I would ask.

Thinking about Jesse in Iowa, I thought about farmers and ‘“‘straight
out” Americans. How would that be? Jesse with the straight outs?

There was no question in my ultimate mind dialed conclusion that
Jesse could handle it. How remained as such, intriguing, its “How?” self.

But it is the feeling for America — ever been in Iowa, boy?

Yeh, drove through there — me and my family in a brand new ’78
Chevy stationwagon.

Nothing. Cow odor and corn. A couple stops. Except the music, like
when you get too far from the cities — ugly shit!

It was a con puzzle feeling. Like would there be some kind of con
involved? Some snake oil, or lugubrious backing away from reality that
would pass for public non-offense. Some merits (for Niggers!) You too.
Unless caught widout your peeple somewhere out there, no gun neither
— could you survive?

It’s like Howard Beach is part of the white faces and twang. How do
black people walk up to white, regulation Americans and deal with them

Revolutionary poet, playwright and activist Amiri Baraka is the editor of The
Black Nation magazine and a leading member of the League of Revolutionary Strug-
gle. His most recent book is entitled The Music.












Breadbasket was SCLC religion powered social awareness and
activism brought to the black northern “capital.” Side by side, as a
reflection of black class formation with Elijah Muhammed’s Nation
of Islam.

A black economic strength based on a black bourgeoisie, from John
Johnson and Ebony, Jet, Negro Digest/Black World to George Johnson,
AfroSheen, black hair products. Heavy connections as well with the
Daley machine and an independent black politics that elected Harold
Washington, Mayor!

Jackson’s campaign is as much a measure and description of
American society as King’s campaigns. The violent legal apartheid King
fought has been rendered impotent and so has been replaced by propa-
ganda and rhetoric and out of favor grant losing social programs whose
elimination is blamed on the poor and the needy and the oppressed
nationalities.

Jackson is a veteran of the struggle and victory over American
Apartheid. He is a statesman and a qualified and beloved black leader!
Opinions about him define both the oppressed and the oppressor in this
country.

Black people know a great deal about Ronald Reagan, as they did
Carter, Ford, Nixon, LBJ and JFK. Ask them to choose, the majority,
between those names and Jesse Jackson. They know for sure Jackson is
smarter than Reagan — definitely better looking. In San Francisco
before a group of black car dealers Jackson said the only thing Reagan
could beat him doing was ‘“taking afternoon naps.” The crowd roared!

Black women, including his beautiful sophisticated wife, Jackie, want
Jesse so much because they know most women would have to dig him.
But not like this!

The Civil Rights and 60’s and 70’s Black Power and Black Liberation
Movement was a social upsurge that also created an economic advance,
as well as political gains for the African American people.

A legacy of 60’s black mass struggle was the strengthening and ex-
pansion of the black middle and upper classes. There was also the clear
advance in electoral politics. A Black Congressional Caucus for example
could be formed as black congressional representation expanded with
more significance than at any time since Reconstruction.

Black mayors began to be elected in major cities. Hatcher-Gary:
Gibson-Newark, &c. And as the bloody 60’s confrontations that caused
American Apartheid to retreat and disguise itself drew less intense as
the 70’s moved along, the movement developed a thrust toward new
political organization aimed at electoral politics and economic
development.

I met Jesse Ist during the period of the Black Power Conferences,
during the 60’s. By 1969 as chairman of the Committee for a Unified









Bobby Seale. Tho some were critical and even wary of him because he
always had his own agenda.

Some of them thought of him as a media opportunist who was
building a self aggrandizing pork barrel reformist institution. But Jesse
was a legitimate member of the broadest United Front of black pro-
gressive movement. His influence and prominence were already
recognized by all.

In 1970 the Operation Breadbasket band came to Newark a couple
days before the election and were an important element of the final
dynamism of that peoples’ victory. Election night Jesse strode into
central election headquarters (CFUN’s “502” High Street offices) like a
jubilant cabinet member. He spoke to the assembled activists then
marched with the rest of us down the center of Broad St., as the people
danced in the middle of the street and on top of buses. Then he swept
into Symphony Hall and swept the already ecstatic citizens off their feet
almost blowing the lid off the double capacity crowd there celebrating
Gibson’s victory and “black power.”

He laid out the grand design of our triumph as the function of his
own inspiration and vision! But he was brought to Newark because he
had been with Hatcher in Gary, and Stokes in Cleveland.

Part of Jackson’s rejoinder to Democratic presidential candidates and
like minded media about his popularity being based on ‘“name recogni-
tion,” was that if he was named Kennedy in Boston or Rockefeller in
New York that would be true. But his “being known” was based on
marching with Dr. King, long years at fighting racism and economic
exploitation, media stunning exploits like the diplomatic coup of getting
Syrian president Assad to free black U.S. flyer Goodman, &c. &c. &c. It
struck home to most black people as an unassailable truth, whose public
declaration was like an incredible punch line!

You mean media attention is great except for Jesse Jackson (black
people)? Jackson’s life has been hot media copy, the other candidates for
the most part were just now being formally introduced to the American
public. Jesse had a 20 year head start, he enthusiastically explained, as
a public servant. A “workhorse,” he likes to say, “for the people”’! These
were his popular and public and ubiquitously recorded credentials!

The 1970 CAP conference gave Jesse, dashiki, Afro and all, a chance
to begin to fine tune the focus of his national and international net-
working. The conference itself had been formed as a conscious attempt
at unifying black political efforts and creating institutions to stabilize
and advance the black movement. Jet magazine carried prominent photos
of Urban League’s Whitney Young and Minister Farrakhan, supposedly
two opposite poles of black political desire, both speakers at the gather-
ing, in a high five type of unity handshake. Jesse was shown at a press
conference with black Canadian militant Brenda Wilkerson & CORE’s









The fact that candidate Jesse is also Rev. Jesse is in the African
American tradition, as late as King, Elijah Muhammed, Malcolm, or
Tutu for that matter. There is a powerful and moving historical connec-
tion between black politics and religion. Black religion always expresses
Black Liberation, however understood!

From the Sorrow Songs, Spirituals, to Gospel or Blues — Rap or
Bop or Cool, the culture wants freedom, “Howsom’ever it get here!”

From the 1970 Atlanta conference on, electoral politics grew increas-
ingly more relevant to the black movement, that fact itself a victory of
the civil rights movement. The right to vote has always been a spear-
head of black democratic movements. The degree of opposition to
slavery, disenfranchisement, gerrymandering, segregation and discrim-
ination, the holy chorus of black national oppression, are the measure
of black development!

The 1972 National Black Political Convention in Hatcher’s Gary, was
organized by a coalition of black nationalists and black elected officials
and activists. The three person administrative body heading the Gary
meeting of some 8000 black people to forge a National Black Political
Agenda, was Detroit Congressman, Charles Diggs, then recently elected
chairman of the House Committee on Africa, Mayor Richard Hatcher of
Gary and myself as head of the Congress of African Peoples. But stride
for stride, based partially on Hatcher and Jackson’s previous and
historical relationship, Jesse was abreast of and able to influence the
direction of the leadership.

He was then still advisor to and charismatic leader of many diverse
black political forces, able to leap tall racism with a single bound. But
he was not a U.S. politician but a black one! Sometimes in that con-
tradiction between popular black activists and electoral politicians Jesse
could be “excluded,” by the self organization and self importance of
black elected officials. A constant dismissal of black activists by these
politicians was that they had no “real” constituencies, because they had
not been elected to office, and therefore they were not really important
— only gadflies of one sort or another. The Black Congressional Caucus
became the freedom shrine of the old civil rights movement in its tran-
sition more completely into electoral politics.

There is a photo of the Gary convention (Jet) of Hatcher, Diggs and
I in front of a podium during a press conference opening Gary. Jesse
Jackson, dashikied and Afroed is right at Hatcher’s ear. Jackson called
for a black political party at the convention!

In Miami however whirlwinding around the 1972 Democratic con-
vention there, Jackson and a host of black electoral politicians even-
tually just attempted some privileged connection with the ill fated
McGovern campaign. Although there was a National Black Agenda
drafted by the thousands at Gary which was supposed to be the voice
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guaranteed separation of church and state, everything from the Inquisi-
tion to Hitler's pogroms can be imagined!

Reagan and the far right’'s power could be significantly turned around
by a Democratic victory. But at the base of progressive social motion in
U.S. society is the disposition of African American struggle. Since it is
the spearhead of general democratic struggle in the society, from
resistance to chattel slavery to the civil rights movement, until today.

LE

I met Jesse again in San Francisco where he was addressing the
Black Lincoln Mercury dealers convention.

Just before we entered the room he was telling me about a con-
vergence of interests that must animate the Rainbow of his pro-
gressive and populist campaign. I have seen Jesse Jackson grow with
applause and acknowledgement of his accomplishment.

“Do you really feel you can have Phil Benton’s job (as head of
Lincoln Mercury)? Well, if he gave it to you, you might give it back.
If you don’t believe it, even if you get it, you couldn’t. If you don't
believe it, don’t get in people’s way!”

“] was telling Brother Baraka, about the Super people and the
Sub people — Got 3/5ths of a human being and then 7/5ths.” It is
like a history lesson sung — politics, economics. The roar is like
recall and future vision.

Jackson believes it is not only white supremacy, but sometimes
Black submission or adjustment to it that is in opposition to Black
desire. Again and again a theme reappears, “When we begin to be-
have like giants, other people will begin to make adjustment to us!”

I had left Jesse to speak at the ball. The car dealers were leaping
up to go just after Jesse finished. “I gotta go upstairs and change
clothes.” It was black tie.

My 1st question walking down the hall was how had he changed.
He spoke of a confluence of interests. He was leading up to it as we
entered so he could speak.

“We can be what we choose to be!!”

He is black people themselves, in this sense, bursting free of white
supremacy as well as the sickness it causes those it has deemed “in-
ferior.”

His description of the Iowa campaign — his face-off with the
“Straight Outs” animates both of us. And the contrasts between
Homeboy Jesse bringing word of the struggle, news from the front
and the magic of his Iowa confrontation form a cross cultural
highway for his concerns.

“White folks been getting 7/5ths since we only 3/5ths. So when we
talking about equality, they think they losing something and we think
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The growing dynamic of Black national consciousness is the call, the
spark. It is the measure of the torture of labor in general. The inten-
sified and outrageous “new” super-exploitation the weakening U.S. rulers
must utilize to try to keep their coffers full. American workers are being
tortured; fired, made to give up historic advances made in revolutionary
periods.

The Black worker is the most extreme case, since national oppression,
maintained racially, doubles the exploitation, the robbery and denial of
rights.

The other oppressed nationalities, Native Americans, Latinos, Asians,
experience the same kinds of attack, but class exploitation is fine tuned
to maximize oppression by race so that the darker the skin, the more
oppressed one is likely to be even in the same group. It is the fall of
Africa that is being reinforced for ages now by white supremacy, the
social philosophy of Western capitalism.

The African American national question and its underlying focus on
Black Self Determination cannot be dismissed or hidden for long. Super
Tuesday and the Jackson campaign redefined that question and the
Black Liberation Movement for the 1990s. O
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The 1988
Presidential
Election and the
Jesse Jackson
Candidacy

Mickey Leland
Toney Anaya
Kenneth Blaylock

oon after the “Super Tuesday’ presidential pri-

maries in March, Forward spoke with three prom-

inent political figures to get their opinions on

the 1988 election and the candidacy of Jesse
Jackson. Mickey Leland, Democratic congressperson from
Texas and former chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus; Toney Anaya, former governor of New Mexico;
and Kenneth Blaylock, president of the American Federa-
tion of Government Employees, talked about the impor-
tance of this year’s presidential race and some of the
issues facing the people. Of particular interest is their
assessment of Jackson’s chances of becoming the
Democratic nominee and President of the United States.
Whatever the outcome of the November election, the
successes of the Jackson candidacy and the grow-
ing evidence of widespread disenchantment with the
right-wing domination of the country for the past eight
years under Ronald Reagan have already profoundly
shaken the political life of the country. It is clear that
the people want a change! O
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MICKEY LELAND

]

Mickey Leland, U.S. Representative
from Texas’ 18th Congressional District
encompassing the Houston metropolitan
area, co-chaired the Texas Jesse Jackson
campaign during the Democratic
primaries. Mickey Leland was the chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus
during the 99th Congress (1985-86).

tJesse Jackson has rewritten
conventional politics in this country.?

What effect has Jesse Jackson had on U.S.
politics? How would you interpret the results
of Super Tuesday in Texas and throughout
the South?

He’s rewritten conventional politics in this country,
without question. He has forced the Democratic Party
to focus on the reality of where it has to be, if it’s
going to continue to attract minorities and working
people. Family farmers are now listening to Rev. Jackson.
People who are disenchanted with the system are listen-
ing to Jesse Jackson. He's created a tumultuous chal-
lenge for not just the Democratic Party but for American
politics altogether.

With the Super Tuesday results, Rev. Jackson now
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That’s not to say there’s not a bunch of racists out
there who are going to try to cut him up so badly
that they will kill off any chances he might have.

But Rev. Jackson has worked very hard in the Black
community to get Black leadership to totally commit
themselves to his candidacy. He has been effective in
doing that. Willie Brown taking on the leadership of
his national campaign is the best possible example of
how effective Rev. Jackson has gotten. Even though
Bill Cosby, for instance, came out for Rev. Jackson in
'84, Bill Cosby is so far out for Rev. Jackson now that
it’'s overwhelming. He makes an appeal that nobody
else could make. It is those kinds of things, those fac-
tors, that make for a dramatic overture to a broader
cross section of people.

With Willie Brown taking on the chairmanship of
the campaign, people in his coalition are now listening,
taking note, and making contributions and involving
themselves as volunteers and so forth. Not only Black
people listen to Willie Brown, but white people and
Hispanics. The same thing is true with me, I might
add. I enjoy tremendously popular support in the His-
panic community as well as in the Asian community.
Because I'm involved with Rev. Jackson, there are peo-
ple in those communities who are now listening. I have
interpolated some real support from the coalition that
I have built up over time.

Looking back for just a minute, you were
involved in the National Black Assembly in
the °70s and you’ve been invoived in the
Democratic Party in recent years. How do you
see Black politics vis-a-vis the Democratic
Party today?

I've become a lot more pragmatic about these things.
Idealistically, I would like to see Black people leverage
themselves, but I think that in Rev. Jackson we have
that kind of independence anyway. Rev. Jackson’s cam-
paign is not based on Democratic politics, Democratic
politics with a big “D.” Rev. Jackson’s campaign is
based on the correctness in his philosophical thrust.
He's running as a Democrat, which is convenient because
that’s where Black people are going to be. It's a prag-
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| just see

so much
suffering
thrust on the
American
people by
Ronald
Reagan that
we’ve got

to do
something
to reverse
that tide.

matic approach, sure, but he runs an independent strain
of philosophy through the Democratic Party.

I myself have gotten more pragmatic because of the
pain and suffering that I have seen amongst the people
of this country perpetrated by Ronald Reagan. And
for us to suffer four to eight more years of Republicanism
in this country is just not something that I can take,
as an elected representative of the people. I just see
so much human suffering thrust on the American peo-
ple by Ronald Reagan that we’'ve got to do something
to reverse that tide. And the only way we can do that
is to win seats in Congress, on both sides, in the House
and the Senate. And we need to elect a president who,
at least in an overall philosophy of politics, has some
sensitivity for the little people, for the have-nots and
for the middle class people of our society. And we need
someone who would have a great deal of influence. Rev.
Jackson would unquestionably have a great deal of in-
fluence, hopefully as president of the United States.
But looking at the broader scope of things, whatever
he does — if he wins, if he loses — he will have tremen-
dous influence in the process. And we cannot throw
that away to an independent movement separate and
apart from the Democratic and Republican Parties. We've
got to deal with the realities of Black people, and the
majority are supporting the Democratic Party. That’s
not to say that we have blind faith in the Democratic
Party. We have to continue to challenge internally in
the Democratic Party.

Do you feel Rev. Jackson has been
successful in reaching out to Latino voters
in Texas? To what extent do you think there’s
a Black/Brown electoral alliance developing
around the Jackson campaign?

I think that that Black/Brown alliance is very strong.
Rev. Jackson did not get all of the Hispanic vote in
the primary. There are some strong supporters of Du-
kakis in the Hispanic community. But I will tell you
that Rev. Jackson’s support multiplied in the Hispanic
community from last time. He has done a lot of work
there. There is strong momentum going in his favor.

What also is phenomenal is his appeal to the family
farmers in the state of Texas. It’s the combination of
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How is the Jackson candidacy having
an impact on the debate over issues and
direction of the Democratic Party?

Rev. Jackson has continued his support for real issues,
the great issues of our time. He has persevered in rais-
ing issues like peace, jobs, justice for all. He’s forcing
the other candidates to say “me too” in some instances.
Many of the other candidates are trying to use their
economic philosophies to sort of quell the challenge
of Rev. Jackson. “How are we gonna pay for these is-
sues?”’ They're trying to push forward the idea that
they have to deal with budget balancing as the under-
girding of our society.

Rev. Jackson continues to push for those ideals that
have been conventional for the Democratic Party. But
the Democratic Party leadership has resisted promoting
those issues this time because they want to be more
conservative and paint the face of the Democratic Party
fiscal conservatives at the expense of the social pro-
grams so helpful to those people who Rev. Jackson ap-
peals to. But Rev. Jackson continues to raise those issues,
and the Democratic Party leadership will have to heel.
They have to answer those questions realistically. They
know that these questions are important to the politi-
cal base that the Democratic Party has always looked
to. The opportunity has expanded now because Rev.
Jackson’s involvement is appealing to a broader cross
section of people in this election. The Democratic Party
leadership is now realizing that they can’t abandon that
base. O
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TONEY ANAYA
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Toney Anaya, governor of New Mexico

Jfrom 1983-86, is an adviser to the Jesse
Jackson campaign. He currently practices
law in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

€| support Jackson because
of his emphasis on jobs, peace
and justice.?

Mr. Anaya, you are supporting the
presidential candidacy of Rev. Jesse Jackson.
Could you tell us why, and why is it that so
many Latinos are supporting Rev. Jackson?

First of all, it’'s because of his stand on the issues.
He speaks out on issues of importance to all minorities,
particularly Hispanics. I support him very much because
of his emphasis on jobs, peace and justice. His position
on the issues, whether it is Central America, against
English-only, on immigration, his fight against drugs,
and others — these are issues that Hispanics know
are crucial to them.

Many Hispanics relate to him as an individual who
has come up as a minority, who has had his own dif-
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nia, Texas, Illinois, New York, Florida. Those five states
alone have almost 50% of the electoral votes necessary
to elect a president.

What are the prospects for the development
of the Hispanic political empowerment
movement in 19887 Are there particular races
or key issues happening in 88 that will affect
this movement?

I think that movement will continue to have its
successes, very dramatic successes. It's a movement that
is very grassroots and locally oriented. Hispanics are
being elected to school boards, city councils and so
on. We're especially having an impact in getting onto
city councils, and to a lesser extent into statewide of-
fices. In 1988 I see us continuing to make significant
increases in local elections that will be very helpful
statewide and nationally in the long run.

How do you view the efforts, such as those
being undertaken in California, to eliminate
at-large elections?

One of the keys to the empowerment movement is
to knock out at-large elections throughout the country.
They’ve been declared unconstitutional in every court
case where they’ve been challenged, and it’s unfortunate
that the executive and legislative branches of the govern-
ment haven't taken the initiative to make changes in
this realm.

What do you think were your major
accomplishments as governor of New
Mexico?

We accomplished a lot of things, but I like to focus
on what I call the “four E’s”: economic development,
education, environment and employment opportunities
for minorities. In the latter category, for instance, we
appointed more women and minorities to cabinet posi-
tions, boards and commissions, and judicial appoint-
ments than all the other governors who served prior
to me put together. Although there has been some slip-
page already during the current administration, it’s
going to be impractical if not impossible for future gen-
erations to slide back to the levels before I was in office.
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situation to try to get some additional aid to the con-
tras through Congress. But mostly I think he timed
it to coincide with the day the indictments were brought
down in the Iran-contra investigation against Oliver
North and John Poindexter.

It fits in very much with the way the administra-
tion works and what they did when they invaded Gre-
nada. It was to mask over the fact that almost 300
Marines were killed in Lebanon. If the administration
is able to manipulate events the way they did with
Grenada, then it might be to the Republicans’ advan-
tage. On the other hand there’s a long time yet before
the general election. They might fool the American
public for a short period of time, but I don’t think
they will be able to carry it out till November. O
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Kenneth Blaylock is national president of
the American Federation of Government
Employees. He is a senior vice president of
the AFL-CIO, and is also a member of the
board of the National Rainbow Coalition.

€Jackson is uniting the poor,
workers, seniors, both Black and
white. ?

What do you think the 1988 elections have in
store for the people of the U.S.?

Everybody that knows me thinks I'm too optimistic,
but I always believe you can make anything work if
you work at it hard enough. I am optimistic about
the elections because I see some differences across the
country in attitudes of people, no matter who they are.
I think they are ready for a change.

What do you mean?

I think they're tired of swallowing lines that aren’t
so. We are told the economy is doing great, yet we
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If you looked around the country on Super Tuesday,
Jesse pulled about 10% and better of the white vote.
That’s an 8% increase over last time. There’s no doubt
that he’s not just pulling the Black vote. He’s forcing
the institution of American politics to not only listen,
but act.

-Jesse Jackson’s going to be a player all the way
into the Democratic Convention. Last time he was shut
out. This time he’s going to be sitting at the table.
He's going to shape the platform, and I don’'t mean
just a platform that means nothing. I think he’s going
to play a role in making that platform meaningful.
He may not be the next president, but he’s going to
play a key role in who is.

Could you contrast the support Rev. Jackson
has gotten from organized labor this year
compared to 19847?

In the 1984 elections, Mondale was a clear longtime
member of the labor family. We supported Fritz with
an historic endorsement even prior to the convention.
People went for Mondale, figuring he was the best guy,
and we voted together. But this time we didn’t try
that, because there’s a pretty broad field of candidates
and all of them are really friends of ours in one way
or another. We said, “Hey, get out and do everything
you can for the candidate of your choice. Let’s make
sure we get as many labor delegates in that conven-
tion as we can.”

A large number of my people, Black and white, are
out there working for Jackson. And a large number
of people are also out there working for the other can-
didates, too. But a lot of labor people are out there
in the Jackson campaign. They’re listening to what the
man says and looking beyond the color of his face.
So there’s a lot stronger labor support for him this
time, just like there’s a lot of farmer support for him.
You look up in Maine where you've got a very small
Black population and the man pulled over 30% of the
vote.

You know, my own feeling is that if you had another
candidate out there who could articulate the issues,
and who understood motivating the people, and who
went to the people the way Jackson does — if his face
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I think when you look at the 10% white vote Jesse
is getting across the Southland, that’s got to say that
attitudes are changing.

During the 1984 elections you were charged
with violating the Hatch Act, which prohibits
federal employees from participating in elec-
toral politics. How do you think the Hatch Act
has affected federal workers’ participation in
the presidential campaign? | understand the
Navy recently ruled that 11,000 workers in
Washington state were excluded from par-
ticipating in the caucuses there.

That’s one way it’s going to affect how they partici-
pate. The Hatch Act is repressive legislation any way
you look at it. It restricts people’s ability to participate
in the political process. People can go to those caucuses,
but when it comes time to speak out for the candidate
of their choice, they can’t do it. We had a lot of people
show up at those caucuses with gags in their mouths,
just to illustrate to the American public what’s going
on in this country. It's like what you see in some Cen-
tral American countries where people are demonstrat-
ing with sacks covering their face, because they’re afraid
if they’re seen, they’ll be shot. Any time federal work-
ers involve themselves in the political process, they’re
risking losing their livelihood for themselves and their
families.

When you look at the state and local governments
with their little “Hatch Acts” and the federal Hatch
Act that covers federal and postal workers, you've got
six million Americans that can’t participate fully in
the political process of this country. Until we free those
six million Americans to participate in the political pro-
cess, we can’t really say we have a democracy, can we?

We've worked very hard to move a bill through the
House, with bipartisan support, that would amend the
Hatch Act to allow full political participation for fed-
eral employees. It’s in the Senate now.

What is your assessment of how the
campaign will unfold this fall?

As we move on through the individual party pro-
cesses and then get down to the Democrat versus the
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national corporate structure plays in the unfairness
going on today.

So you feel that whichever Democrat comes
out of the convention will be a friend of ilabor
and in a position to defeat the Republicans?

Well, I don’'t even like to see it framed that way.
When you say a “friend of labor,” I think that’s where
a lot of this stereotyping goes, this stuff about so-
called “special interests,” and I think it’s been used
to hurt candidates. I'd like to think that the candidate
who comes out of that convention — and the platform
— will be a friend of the American people.

We've seen eight years now of a government of special
interests. There’s no doubt that it was for the rich and
powerful and the corporate world. A few people got
very rich, while a lot of people are hurting in this coun-
try today. So I hope that what comes out is an alter-
native to this.

We have the ability to put a president in the White
House that believes in government again, and believes
government has a role in our society to bring a little
more fairness. It's supposed to be a government of all
the people, not just a government for a few of the
rich. I think we've got that opportunity and I'm ex-
cited about 1989 and our ability to really turn this
country around. O
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““English-only’’—
Right wing’s
power of babble

|
Theresa Montano and Dennis Vigil

n recent years a new and extremely dangerous po-
litical cloud has formed over the American land-
scape which is threatening to drown this country
in a flood of racist hysteria and anti-Chicano-
Mexicano, anti-immigrant chauvinism. This storm cloud
is the English-only movement, one of the more per-
nicious offspring of Reaganism.
The English-only movement is seeking to pass a
constitutional amendment which would make English
the official language of the United States. In 1988,

Theresa Montano is a bilingual teacher in the Los
Angeles Unified School District, a member of the Board
of the National Rainbow Coalition, Inc, the Los Angeles
Coordinator of Latinos for Jesse Jackson, and was a found-
ing member of Coloradans for Language Freedom (CLF) in
Denver. Dennis Vigil is a bilingual educator in the Boulder
Valley (Colorado) School District and chair of the steering
committee of CLF.
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Participants in April 6, 1987,
demonstration in Sacramento,
Calif., for educational rights. The
sign says, “The key to the future
is the education of our Raza,
and culture is the strength of
our people” .
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is whether they should be penalized for using a non-
English language. The English-only movement says that
if you will not learn English, then you should be “pun-
ished” by being excluded from the electoral process (no
bilingual ballots), from educational opportunity (no bi-
lingual education), and from having equal access to other
fundamental democratic and civil rights.

The basic requirements of democracy should be to
facilitate the broadest possible participation of the peo-
ple. We should desire a democracy which is as inclusive
as possible. Bilingual ballots, for instance, make it possi-
ble for millions more people to participate in the U.S.
political process. Since they pay taxes and are directly
affected by the decisions made by all levels of govern-
ment, why shouldn’t they have a say in selecting who
governs them, and what government policies should be?*

Bilingual ballots are necessary to allow for the fuller
political participation of non-English-speaking peoples.
The U.S. should not deny any democratic right, including
the right to vote, to any people simply because they
speak a language other than English. It may be true
that all US. citizens over 18 have the right to vote.
But if it is impossible to exercise that right — by elimi-
nating bilingual ballots, or through literacy tests or poll
taxes, for example — then the “right” means nothing.

Assimilation or democracy

As to the question of assimilation, here too English-
only is dead wrong. The question for minority peoples
in the U.S. has never been whether to assimilate. Rather
it has been whether this society would allow for truly
equal and voluntary integration, and for the creation
of a multinational (and not exclusively Anglo-American)
culture. If minority peoples are segregated, it is not
by choice but because monopoly capitalism has excluded
them from full and equal participation in the economic,

*The English-only movement finally reduces their argument against bilin-
gual ballots to the vulgar question of expense. They argue that bilingual
ballots are too costly. But looked at from this angle, democracy itself is
a very costly exercise. Why not eliminate absentee ballots? They too are
a costly “extravagance” which could be easily eliminated. The reason they
are not is because there are many people who want to participate in the
electoral process, but who cannot get to a polling booth for legitimate reasons.
Most people understand that it is better to have absentee ballots, “costly”
though they are, than to exclude some voters from political life.
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concern” the English-only movement is showing for our
children, their motives in raising this argument are not
really important. What is important is that scientific
studies prove them wrong. Many studies have shown
that bilingual education, in fact, facilitates the acquisi-
tion of English, and improves the general educational
attainment of children in those programs. According
to a 1985 report by the U.S. Department of Education,
“Language minority students in bilingual education pro-
grams actually learn English faster and better than
language minority students placed in English Immer-
sion programs.” (“Longitudinal Study of Immersion Pro-
grams for Language-Minority Children.”)

Key studies have concluded that bilingual main-
tenance programs produce positive results in language
acquisition, language maintenance, and academic growth.
According to a report by José E. Vega, bilingual students
tested equal to, or better, in reading, language, and
math than students who did not participate in such
a program.

Other studies on linguistic-minority children in im-
mersion courses have indicated poor performance on
tests in English, reading, math, and language art skills.
According to a report by James Cummins, associate
professor and director of the National Heritage Language
Research Unit, Ontario Institute for Studies in Educa-
tion, “When we look at data on the academic achieve-
ment of language-minority students, a striking pattern
emerges. The groups that tend to experience the most
severe underachievement are those that have experienced
subjugation and discrimination for several generations,
namely Latinos, Native Americans, and African Ameri-
cans. The same trend emerges in international studies.”

The reality is that Anglo-American ethnocentrism
permeates the hierarchy of education. This hierarchy
has been consistently resistant to the conclusions of
many studies proving the efficacy of bilingual educa-
tion. Studies such as one conducted by the Center for
Applied Linguistics indicated that both Anglo and
Latino children enrolled in a bilingual program scored
higher in a readiness test and had better attendance
than those in a non-bilingual classroom. This study also
showed that Chinese students, while developing language
skills in Cantonese, scored above the national norm in
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sink-or-swim method) was standard educational prac-
tice until the 1960s, and was considered a complete
and absolute failure for the non-English-speaking stu-
dent. The opponents of bilingual/bicultural education
have dressed up their recent English Immersion pro-
posals in new clothing (primarily English as a Second
Language), but it amounts to the same old tried and
disproven method used in this country for more than
a century.

What US. English and the English-only move-
ment want to do by eliminating bilingual/bicultural
education is foreclose the possibility of four million
non-English-speaking children (80% of them Spanish-
speaking) getting any kind of effective education. And
of course, if they are unprepared to compete in a highly
technical job market, then they will just have to keep
on “picking the crops” for minimum wage and less.

English-only can be beat

As powerful and well-funded as U.S. English and
the English-only movement are, they are not invincible.
English-only bills have been defeated quite a few times.
English-only measures have been defeated in 12 state
legislatures, including New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma
and Texas. In New Mexico, the author of the proposed
English-as-official-language legislation ultimately voted
against her own bill because of strong public pressure
from the Chicano and other progressive communities.

In nearly every case where English-only has been
beaten, it has been the result of an effort by a broad
alliance of progressive forces. We can learn some valuable
lessons from the work of anti-English-only movements
in Colorado and California. Coloradans for Language
Freedom (CLF), for example, prevented an English-as-
official-language bill from getting through the state
legislature. In California, a coalition called Californians
United fought a more -difficult and ultimately losing
battle in 1986 against an English-as-official-language
ballot measure. We will briefly examine the experience
of both coalitions which, though operating under dif-
ferent sets of circumstances, made important contribu-
tions to the struggle for language equality.

Coloradans for Language Freedom formed in January
1987, after state legislator Barbara Philips (R-Colorado
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recognized as the principal opposition to the English-
only movement*

Of course, not everything went smoothly in building
the CLF. It was hamstrung by an almost total lack
of funds, resources and staff. There were also varied
opinions about the best way to build the struggle, or
how to combine different tactics. Questions ranged from
whether to focus on “alternative legislation” to English-
only, to corporate sponsorship for CLF’s work, to the
relative emphasis to be put on lobbying work in rela-
tion to community education, how much to emphasize
the question of language and cultural rights, and so on.

Ultimately, CLF was able to resolve these questions
and move forward by recognizing that different sectors
of the united front will contribute in different ways.
Of course some differences still remain, and others will
arise. The main thing is the recognition that they can
be resolved as long as the coalition functions on the
basis of understanding and mutual respect.

The struggle in Colorado is not yet over, and is
facing its most difficult challenges. The English-as-
official-language measure on the November 1988 state
ballot will be much more difficult to defeat. But as
anti-English-only activity expands statewide, it will be
in a strong position to meet the challenge.

Harder struggle in California

The struggle in California was much more difficult.
In California, U.S. English made an all-out push to
get an English-only measure on the state ballot. It
spent nearly $2.5 million, hiring professionals to gather
the 600,000 signatures it needed on petitions to qualify
the measure (Proposition 63) for the November 1986
election.

Californians United was a statewide coalition which
attempted to defeat Proposition 63. It too included a

*In November 1987, a coalition called Colorado Unity was formed at
the initiative of state Congressman Phil Hernandez. It was established mainly
to build support among upper echelon state Democratic Party leaders, in-
fluential Republicans, and prominent leaders from the Jewish and Roman
Catholic religions. It has been able to do quite well, gaining the endorse-
ment, for example, of state Attorney General Dwayne Woodard, who at-
tacked the English-only measure as a racist bill. Colorado Unity and the
Coloradans for Language Freedom have established a close and cooperative
relationship.
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® Equality of languages in the US. For Chicano-
Mexicanos in the Southwest, that means all legislative,
educational, judicial and other governmental institutions
must be able to serve the Chicano people in their own
language. It means being allowed to use Spanish on
the job, and without any restriction in daily life.

® Bilingual/bicultural programs which help students
maintain and develop their native language and culture,
while helping them to learn English. These programs
should be provided from kindergarten to 12th grade.

® Bilingual ballots should be provided for all non-
English-speaking voters. No locality should be allowed
to eliminate bilingual ballots.

e Compensation for bilingual teachers should be in-
creased, to encourage a greater quantity and a higher
quality of such instructors. All bilingual teachers should
be required to complete a comprehensive program of
minority studies.

¢ Educational enrichment programs should be pro-
vided for Chicano and other non-English-speaking mi-
nority students.

¢ Spanish Immersion programs should be made avail-
able in the schools, to help Chicanos maintain their
native language, and to overcome a historical legacy
of attempts to suppress the Spanish language. Similar
immersion programs should be made available in other
languages, such as Chinese and Tagalog.

This program is of course far from complete. It is
meant as a suggested starting point for the develop-
ment of a more comprehensive program and to help
stimulate discussion and debate. Such debate is neces-
sary to bring about the greatest clarity, and to develop
a program which can eventually unite the broadest
numbers of people.

Conclusion

The English-only movement has been on a roll since
Ronald Reagan first took office. English-only is a move-
ment which tries to link together the questions of lan-
guage equality/bilingual education, “illegal” immigration,
and the question of foreign policy to try to scare the
public into believing that a separatist movement is
about to divide the Southwest from the United States.
But the language rights movement is not a separatist
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movement. Rather it is a struggle for basic democratic
rights.

English-only claims that bilingualism encourages the
creation of “linguistic ghettos” into which pour millions
of undocumented immigrants, who further stimulate the
development of, for example, a distinct Chicano-Mexicano
identity. This identity inevitably leads to the desire
to separate the Southwest from the United States, and,
they maintain, such a desire will inevitably be seized
upon by the Soviet Union through their Cuban surro-
gates, who will help to arm and finance such a move-
ment, ultimately posing a serious threat to the national
security of the United States. This is not an exaggera-
tion, but is taken nearly verbatim from the R.E. Butler
article referred to earlier.

In the face of this type of rabid, anti-democratic,
and certainly racist movement, Chicanos and other non-
English-speaking minorities need to build the broadest
possible front, with special emphasis on developing the
leadership and initiative of the working people.

The Chicano and other progressive movements have
proven many times that English-only can be beaten,
no matter how hefty their financing and how much
official and unofficial support they get from the Reagan
administration. There are important lessons to be learned
from this for the entire working class and progressive
movement. It certainly illustrates the present and poten-
tial power of the Chicano Movement and why it is one
of the key strategic allies of the working class in its
own struggle for emancipation and social progress.

English-only is aimed primarily at undermining and
weakening the Chicano Movement for self-determination.
But the Chicano Movement is more than a century
and a half old. It has undergone many severe trials
in its time, including the lynch mob, arson and massacre.
It will surely survive the desperate attacks of the
English-only crew. And it will inevitably come out of
the struggle all the stronger. There is no doubt that
the Chicano-Mexicano people are determined to preserve
their language and their culture, and to one day win
the historical legacy of self-determination which they
have earned with their blood, sweat and tears. O
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The mention of supper made big, flabby Miguel’s mouth
water and his stomach growl. “Speaking of supper, that
menudo that mama has been simmering all morning ought
to be ready now.”

Ignacio hungrily rubbed his hands together. “Yeah, that
menudo is a feast within itself. We don't need a cierva.”

“But it can’t be too far away!” Diego's eyes fell to the
ground and inspected the footprints engraved on the dirt.

. “Those aren’t his footprints,” Ignacio stated. “Those are
ours, remember? We only have two feet. The cierva has four.”
“No, I'm not talking about those ones. I'm talking about
these ones!” Dlego pomted to the tracks that circled around

a tree.

“Those aren’t deer tracks,” Miguel replied. “It was pmb-
ably just a rabbit.” |
Diego hastily rubbed his foot on the tracks. “I'm tellmg
you, these are HIS tracks!” He msxsted. ' o

“No, they’re not!”

“Yes they are!” Diego stamped his foot to the ground. His
foot hit a sharp object and he started limping up and down.
That wasn't dirt but metal he had plowed his foet on.

“Mira, qué es eso?” Ignacio was referring to the metal
object Diego had stomped on.

“Maybe it’s some kind of treasure,” Miguel excitedly
induced.

“Well I've got my foot on it. Whatever it is, it's mme'”
Diego declared.

Diego scraped the loose dirt aside and pulled up an old
rusty rifle. '

“Wow!” Ignacio grabbed the rifle from Diego. “This looks
pretty old. I wonder how it got here.”

“It probably belongs to some bandidos,” Miguel suggested.

“Well they must be dead now. This rifle has gotta be over
a hundred years old,” Ignacio estimated.

Diego wasn’t much of a rifleman. He didn't seem to be the
least bit interested in it, so he let Miguel and Ignacio fuss
over it. His attention focused on the ground he had drawn
the rifle from.
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Diego tried to scream but nothing came out. He buried his
head to escape the horror, and began praying. He was in the
middle of his Ave Maria, when he heard his name being
called.

“Diego! Diego!”

“No, no, déjame!” Diego screamed, not daring to look up
even once. “Déjame!”

“Diego, it’s us!”

He was about to make the sign of the cross, when he
looked up and saw Miguel and Ignacio looking down on him.

“What’s wrong with you?” They laughed.

“The bulto? The bulto? Where did it go?” Diego cried.

“Bulto?” They shrugged. “What are you talking about?”

“It was standing right there, right above me just now! I
swear, it was a ghost!”

“Man, it’s a good thing papa sent us for you now. This
digging is really getting to you.”

“Where did it go? The bulto?” Diego continued, but Miguel
and Ignacio didn't pay any attention. They didn't have any
idea what he was talking about.

“Toma!” Ignacio tossed a rope down to Diego. “Papéa told
us to bring you some rope before you dig a well and drown
yourself.”

“Bueno,” Diego agreed. “Just help me get the treasure.”

“What treasure?”

“Aqui!” Diego showed them the tin chest he had found.

“Holy shit!” Ignacio exclaimed. “You really did find a treasure.
Open it up!”

Diego started to shiver again as he recalled his first at-
tempt to open it. That was when the ghost had appeared.
He handed it to Ignacio. “Here, you open it!”

“Okay!” Ignacio excitedly began to open the chest.

“Wait!” Diego stopped him. “First make the sign of the
cross.”

“Cayate loco!” Ignacio snapped and he slowly opened the
chest.

As Ignacio lifted the cover, the wind came back and scat-
tered a stack of letters that had been in the chest.
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My Shattered Sister

]
Naomi Quirionez

Sister, I wish to be the waters
of insistent rivers
the long arms of the Colorado
that reach past those man-made borders
to the surging Amazon currents.
Is not your blood my blood
whether coursing through veins
of family I have never met
or spilled on the land
of a continent we share?
My blood is yours,
we are the bleeding twins.
You are the Southern sister
veiled in oppressive shadow
that covers your enigmatic light,
I, the Northern twin,
watch angrily
with fists clenched tight
the cancer that invades
our ancestors’ defiled dreams.
Your cries become deafening
as the distance disappears.
Deserts burn,
Jungles part silent,
your broken body
appears before me
in a paid advertisement
on the 11 oclock news
as you break the zombie stupor
of televised distraction.
You are the drumming noise
of my sleepless nights.
The dancing voices of children
become a mother’s anguished cries
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New Sun

J. Gonzdlez

(translated from Spanish)

Their heaven in a thousand pieces .......
in the horizon

lights,

dancing swallows

hum an inspiring song

Behind are left the sobs
behind remain the chains
the condemnation

of religious books,
behind.

Pyramids of glass toppled,
dressed in bullets

multitudes parade in the plaza
walls crumble

Mariachis play the International
stalks and ears of corn

crest the new sun.

Yes,

we swept away the Pentagon
like wind sweeps rain

we cleaned our wounds

in mountain water fresh

our voice unanimous in chorus
sings:

“if my blood they ask for

my blood I shall give
for the people of our nation.”

112












No One Speaks of
Social Movements Anymore

]
Margarita Luna Robles

(title from “Edict,” a poem by Juan Felipe Herrera)

The struggles of people of color have faded from the asphalt
vaporized into our pores again

the fist unclenched the chanting throat muffled
barrios/ghettos/chinatown/japantown

searching to soothe the sting

of open wounds still bleeding

still burning

There are too many of us, marked inside like the tattoos
on the vato’s neck

everyone sees the markings

because they are neonlike flashes lighting

through

our eyes, pupils focused on billy club blood spurts

Some of us choose to be complacent only because it
gets the job done

but

many of us have spent too much time out in the streets
to forget the taste of wild game

and the freedom that comes with it

Everything changes
and still there are blood markings above
the door frame to my home

Keep moving look to the colors of the sunset
listen to the internal beat and dance so that
the hot sidewalk doesn’t scald your feet

and ground your flight

Justice is looking for its definition
you see, it is about movement
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