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~ EDITORTAL

October: is the theoretical journal of the'RevolutiOnary'Communist League, .

‘gRCL) and it renlaces Revolution which has not appeared in anv meaninsful form,
or over two veare. At .a time when the international communist (Marxist— -

Leninist) movement .is in.a state of theoretlcal ideological and nolitical = . .
crisis, thig has been a big handican. However, the reasons are complex and -
they show that the RCL has -been, and still is, affected by this crisis. An-
ideological and theoretical vacuum,has cértainly ‘contributed to -the confu51on~
which is causing some comrades to lose confidence in Marxism-Leninism and ~the

works of Mao Zedong as guide to nracttc

October will be guided by Lenin's nrofoundlv correct statement that
Myithout a revoZutzonary theory, there can be no-revolutionary movement”. Ve
are stronply of the v1Pw that Marxism-Leninism must be used to analyse con -
crete conditions and as #-guide.to~ nraEtlce,(and not reparded as a sterile
dogna OaSlfled ‘and devoid ef:1ife. Markism is enriched w1th every successful
annchafton in solv1n9 problemé of the class- stru?ple For soc1altsm and
communism, both nationally and internationally. We are, however, equally
intolerant of the current fashion,- and it dis a. fashion, to tacitly throw
Marzism overboard and ¢ start, behz*lng like a movement of radlcal "free~
thinkers" trying to devise some .new theory (under the 519nboard of combatting

Ydogmatism") to magically. ttansform soc1etv. .
LA §

Theorv ‘and the theofetical’ sttugnle must be ‘semn as one of the three 7
comnoncnts of the workers ‘and ‘ovpressed peonles'. strqule for eman01pat1on.
As Eng 1s pointed out, the 'working'class must strupple on not only the eco-.
nomic and polltlcal fronts, but the theoretical front also. Practice isit
blind if it is not guided hy the most advanced revolutionary theory. Theorv :
is sterile if it.is not-used as a, gu1de to nractlce The two, theorv and

practice.’ are inseperably 11nked

However, thev do not develon evenlv tooether. At a snec1F1c juncture .
one. or other, either theoty or nractice, is primdtv.¥ Recause of the pre=
eminence of opnoztunlsm in dmperialist Rritain,. %arxlst-Lenlnlsts ‘have ‘a
two fold ‘task. Marxist-Leninists need to: not only annly narxism to the’ con—f
crete condltlons of Britain, but slso wage a merc11ess strucple apa1nst o
onportunlst distortions of the basic temets of Marxzism. Len1n1sm is marx1sm
in the ‘era of imperialism. It has narticular relevance for’ communlstq in ‘the
imperialist heartland, because of Lenin's 1n81stence .on sunnortlnq and aldlng
the ‘stvuggles of peoples and natioms agalnst colonlal and neo-colonisl’ domi-
‘nation. Yet after over-6) years since Lenin's nrofound analysis; the workers
‘mévemerit remains nolltlcallv 1mnotant and crlnnled By "Beniite “and: other
variants- of the national soclallst concent of soelallsnLJ

UPTURN IN REVOLUTIONARY SENTIMENT FXPOSEG SORE oF. ODPOPTUNISM

R ]

The class struggle may not be at a peak at present, hut it is certainly
shappening. To outline what we mean,contrast now.with Christmas 1973, .the ::
time of the last miners' national strike. The Tory Government was Forced to
‘the polls. Industry was put on a three day week ‘At that time no communist
would disnute that the class strupgle was, sharnenlna. But today, only a few
monthe after the uprisings which not only rocked the Government but shook
the whole bourgeois state .apnaratus, there are ‘few comrades who have a vood
word to say about the state of class struggle in Britain: Evidently, violent
rebellion fill some comrades with less cptimism than the traditional form. of
trade union struggle in Britain. The events of summer 1981 exnosed the ugly
sore ot.onportunlsn in British working class volitics. A multitude of arguments
xFor eondemning .the revolt of black.and white youth against state renression

was foundv Bt pore than thts9 the uprisings brought home with a hanﬁ that




;Qnur practice treating the revolt of the most opnressed in Br1ta1n as’’

. peripheral. The problems of giving good political leadership in. factorv and

.. community are ' est understood by. comrades involved. But there is an evér
present 1endencv to drift into trade unionism and economism because theve
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communisic, if they are to deserve the name, must recognize that we are wit=-
nessing the ending, if it has not already ended, of the post-war period of

~peaceful forms of struggle. We are entering a period of revolutionary out—

Bursts and revolt. The uprisings have introduced new forms of struggle and
resistance in conditfons where the ¢ .4 slogans and methods rroved useless

: -against state violence and repression,- This is, of course, of great signi-
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#.ficance to communists. But 1t affects not- only the work of a communist orpa-
- nization, Thé Lsbour Party and éther reformists-aré less able to w1n stipport
- through, promising reLo:ms mhlch they are: either unw1111ny or unable to meet.
" Reformism is in crisis and the numbers in the varlous "left" groups, is-

-~ declining too. :

Communists need to evaluate masg work and ensure that we are’ not’ ;n

]

" are so well establlsaed in Britain. It is ‘the line of least resistance and

Sofer e
B

f1t contihuously relnforces opportunism. Brasp the nettle., Take up the.
controversial DOllLlcal issues - the’ demncratic riphts of nat1ona1 ninori-
'tles' Brltlsh dom1nat10n and occupation of north of Ireland.

Th 'most 1mnortant thln '1s to establlsh a genuine . and con51stent

anti-imperialist current in Brltaln, Our, 1mmed1ate allies will most certa-
. inly be the national m1nor1t1es “who underﬁtand imperialism best and receive
,;_the brunt of its ]achoot in Britain. But such a movement which 1s capable
:Aof w1nn1ug victories over: the British state will attract the most’ class

i consc1ous among the mass of the. wate working class,

AIDEOLOGI“AL APD THEFRDTICAL "LIOUIDATIONIq N

For ccmsunists, now should-be a time of onnortunltv, 1nstead of the
1deolog1ca1 and theoretical vacillation wnlch is tearing us- anart. “To des-

‘cribe this backward trend we usc the term "liquidationism". It has also been

coined hy the Canadisn comrades who have taken a firm and consistant stand
in défénce. of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong thought, However, the inadequacies
of the word liquidationism in describing our conditions are many. Lenin used:
it to describe the trend which sought to-liquidate the RSDLP underground
party apparatus and illegal means of ”Lrugple in favour of a jegal parlia-
mentary-party, We, in Brltaln, -do not have a Marxist=Leninist Darty and the
RCL is certainly not eagaged in 111e~"1 forms of stiuggle yet.

T‘ "liquidationism" which’ Oetober w111 direct its fire at’ 1s the kind

h1ch rcgards Marxism-Leninism as. out of date and Lenin's concent of a vanguard

party as 1uﬂorrect for western conditions. In this edition we will make a lot
of reference to the volemic inside the CPML of the United States hecause we
feel that-the currect trend is-and has been most clearly exnressed in the

pages of the Call.

JTM HAMILTON FIRES TWE FIRST SEOTS

Over a year apo. in February, 1981, the (all carried a statement by
comrade Jim Hamilton, called a "Message to the movement'. The statement sees
itself as breaking with "dogmatism" and appeals to every thinking communist
vho desires to sum up hlstorlcal experience, but it succeeds in leaving read-
ers high and dry and in .a worse state of confusion than before. The statement
begins:
"The process of re-examination ig mot an tsolated phenomenon in the world
wide revolutionary movement. Especially in the advanced eapitalist countries
eommuniet and other ! left! parties ave coming to grips with a mmber of major

. problems in. their work. Chief:among these problems, or quesfwns, i8 why
"HaE there never hacn a suecessfﬁl soctalist revolutzon in the advance
capitalist worta?" -
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‘profits and this as created situation wheré -the working élass{df;tﬁé'ﬁétféfff
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Comrade Hamilton seems .to have discovered this fundamental question in a
blinding light of inspiratiod, as'if mo communist had ever pondered this
point and made some relevant observations. Comrade ‘Hamilton shows. that he™
totally fails;tq,uqde:stéhd'wﬁap’contradictions:come‘togethe;~in the .modern
world to brihﬂﬁgbéup:the'geﬁtfé’6f“tev61uti0narv'storms. We .are forced to
come to this conclusion because the Guéstion’'is not asked in order to ex-
plain MarxistJundérspaqdiﬁg'qn'ﬁhe]matter.-It'is-1eft.un§hsweied}'Marxféhd
Engels understood the socialist revolution- to- take nlace where cabpifalism
was most .develoned. However, thé' development of capitalism into imnerialism
and the experiance of the 1917 October revolution fundamentally altered this ¢ =
analysis. Revolutionary stoims and opnortunities for the nroletarian party '
taking power occur at the weakest link in the chain of imperiglism, Since
the October revolution:history as.shown that the conditions have not matured
sufficiéntly;iélthbughwit-is;true:that,thg:enwépé’16st opnortunities . be~ . . .
cause of revisionism-in the western narties during and-afterthe 2nd::.;:-. Ciim
World War, in the countries of Western Europe and America’to éreate:as revo— ... .
lutionary crisis. The centre of revolutionary storms has been in. the colo~ P
nies and in: now what has emerged as the third:world. .The nresent crisis,
political “and economic, may be producing the conditions.in which the centre

of revolutionary storms may mdve to' the “heart of capitalism. But this can-"

not be said.yet. Western canitalism i's bolstered by imperialist super-— ¢

it

politan canitalist countries is cushioned against the worst affects'of 77
capitalist/imperialist rule,  The working class bas been corrupted by a =
relatively high:standard:of.livine, and decades of peaceful parliamentary.. %
democrécy has beenfertile ground.for reformist misleadership and mig= . ..

“yet

education of ‘thetorking elass.: . c ) SRR S
e T e o B B LRSS R - I : Y

This is: how a. communist Hust begin ito understand the answer to comradd

Hamilton‘s-questiq}QWhichihéfmékeéxnp*attemntito,sﬁgdy;in a Marxist i.e. '’

R s

revolutionary way.,
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. Having“failed to ahswer the 'question' asked above, Comrade Hamilton
goes on to dészribe?the“CPMLfszfailufg‘gb;gtanéfbrm“the unions. Now; .this
is an old efy, often used-te paupe the sucgess.or lack of it of commumist
work." However, ‘'if wé really do.intend to seek truth from facts we must .o
state categorically that this will nrobably not bé achieved in bourgeois ...
imerialist society .i.e. this side of socialism, Tt seems likely that the
well established trade unions “in tHe western. capitalist -countries will be
a strong nositive factor in continuing to renresent woirkers against mis- ..
management:..and burgagcracy’fﬂ*SOéfaIist”saciety..However,‘the-trade unions
under :capital ist rule rémain“drgaﬁs-of*eéonomic*struggle and economic
struggle,is:BQEQQhéfli@chﬁfﬁ'offé6mmuﬁist activity. Communists must work '
to unfold the,strugsle, for'p Titical poter: and striveto: draw as many' class
conscious: workers into polifiéal Activity and awareness- as possible, =~ "
" Comrade Hamilton speaks desnairingly of the CPML"s failure to sumnort
Ed Dadlowski's reform campaign.in steel.. We must trust’in our-American
comrades ifivolved- to make points for. and against éon' this point. However,:
Comrade Hamilton gives' only brief recoenition of ‘tHe 'achievements scored
in ‘the struggle 'of oppressed natipnalities and the ‘anti<racist work to |
free Gary Tyler. It is nrecisely such politicdl gctivityfagainst;facist _
and national .oppression which needs to be nraised and built in -bedause it

hits right at the core of imperialism and its-ideolegy iustifying the en-

slavement:of:neonles and natichs. It is’.a concrete ‘exnression of the unity
of ‘workers and.onnressed neoples. ‘TFfithis mearis neglecting tactical con- ¥
siderations: towards' reformists and opportunists, then so be it. Building '
the party amongst. the mbSE'ohpfessed'and-downetroddenjwill give it a firm -
foundation against ovonortunism’.and social=chauvinism which is continually -
eroding the revolutiqnéry‘sbinit’bf?whité“cbbmunists.infimneriglist count=""
ries, British Leyland workers were unable to withstand the threats of " '
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Levland boss. Edwards and, of course, reform ist misleadership takes: the. ;
greatest share. of the resoon51b111ty for this. At the same time ynuth andg
oppressed-national minority youth in oartlcular most of whom have-never
held a union card, rebelled in cities throuchout Britain, To he sure we.

must get out of the habit of seeing the workers' movement - throuph trade
unionist glasses. Trade unions, especially siven the present.sccial demo-
cratic leadershin, will not be able to win sipnificant successes in the
economic::gstruggle .during the nresent denression. Political- struqqle which:
support :the struggles of the oppressed nations and peoples is the urgent
orlorltv 1f- the working class.is to be canable of indenendence and strength
in the strugvTe against the bourgeoisie,

However, Comrade Hamilton is clearly arou1n9 apainst the healthv
sn1r1t, which no doubt’ exists among- class conscious workers. and communists
in the USA, of putting the political struggle and revolutlonary eductlon
first. He arpues. -

G belzev@ oun. past practice zn the trade unions also demonstrated
a view:that economic struggle is inferior to political struggle, that
mase organizing .is inferior to revolutzonary education, and that united
front tactics are. inferior and antagonistic to the tactic-of: drawznq
lines-of- demarcatzon between ourselves and those who" don't share our -
vzews" (Ib’bd) e k

How terrlflcally profouhd all-this is, So deeD, 1t 1eaves communlsts
totally without a ¢lue as to what they -should be. doing and accelerates the :
decline and ‘di'sintegraticn 'which is under dlscuSSLOn. If communlsts are not '
promoting revolutionary nolitics and education, then who 1s soing to do it?
Comrade Jim Hamilton writes his appeal to the movement as his contribution:
to a strenuous" re—evaluatlon.,But 1n doing s0 Hé pours scorn on those who
would draw clear lines of demarcation with him and:muddlés:this up. with
united ‘ront tactics. What "united front" and on what hasis? We are firmly
against treatln0 thé mass ofiiworkeérs as the enemy, but it must be expected
that a younn Party- attemotlnp to estahlish 1tse1f as a. revolutlonary orga-
nization and bring Marxism-Lenimism to the countrles of decadent Western:
1moer1allsm is 1nev1tab1y going to dlsplay 1ntolerance to attemnts to sub-
merge it 1n the morass of cpomortunism, - -

VETERAN COMMUNioT;CQNDEMNS CPML'S SECOND CONGRESS REVISTONISM

It is hard for .us on the other side of theé ‘Atlantic to- understand 1n ;1ﬂ o
detail the mature of the Aner1can polemic. However, the polemic in: the USAM:,“ .
Marxist-Leninist Movement is not. their property aloné.: Marx1sm-Len1n1sm 1s"'
1nternat1ona11°t and draws its etxenpth and universal ‘application from-
shared experience and 1nternat10na1 communist unity,whilst in51st1ng that. -
it he aoplleo to the concrete conditions of each country. What is under.
debate in’ the American movement is not a tactical line specific to American
eondltlons. ‘Although: even tactical questions. have been cormented on in the-
history of the international communist movement, What is under dehate are
the basic pr1nc1oles of Marxisn. We feel Justlfled therefore, in allying -
ourselves with the trend which is runnine counter to the CPML's 1deoloplca1
and theoretical ’ .1qu1dat10n13m.

In this issue of October we reoroduce Harry Haywood's "'Remarks pre-.
pared.foi the 2nd Conpress" Comrade Haywood apparently was unable. to
deliver. h1s speech in full to the Congress because of a move to limit debate
Nor was -jz¢.able to- have his views published later in full, Comrade. Haywood a
speech was edited deleting reference to the ideological struggle in the: -
CPUSA in 1956. The November/December issue of the Cgll carries.a. hig soread
debatlng whether the USSR is capltallst or socialist. Comrades must he aware
that in the British ML movement too this question is consta ntly de bau d&,t

i -‘_




At the same time, very little is done to trace the roots of revisionism
in the CPGB. Our American comrades are quite wrons in down-nlaying, in
fact ignoring, the historical lesson Comrade Haywood relates. In order
to know what rots the revolutionary will of communist parties in the
metropolitan capitalist countries,it is essential to trace the errors and
study the ideological, political and thoretical disputes, We .are not able
£o. reproduce. Comrade Haywood's points. However, October begimning with -
this issue will publish articles dealing with differént features of the
CPGB's degeneration or failings. In this issue we take up the CPGB's stand
on the national and colonial questions. B

TIiE

CHINA A BASTION OF PROGRESS

.. U We have deliberately left the question of current policy of - . .
:f“:theLQPCFKCommunist,Party'of China) until last in this editorial,
It is'a complex question, but in considering the confusion and the”
~~.%tendencies to liquidationism in the Marxist-~Leninist movement, we -
quite deliberately do not make our starting point what we consider
correct .for China, The :Chinese Party has a,great.histqryﬂand.it
“Icontinués to lead the arduous and difficult struggle to build ...
‘socialism in a developing socialist country of the Third World,
Whatever political ang ideological struggles are taking place in :
~the- Chinese Party, they can only temper it. . They certainly influx '
ence developments in"the Markxist-Leninist movement -and parties
throughout the world, but they do not and cannot guide the revoll
ution in: esch cdﬁntry."Whéh”communists in Britain, America and
other countries make errors, the reasons for these nust be sought
in the parties or organisations of the particular country, This
is consistent with Mao!'s analysis of dialectics in "On Contradiction!,
External. factors constitute the basis of-change;-hoWever, the :
reaSon for and cauSé‘of‘change is internal and due to the struggle
of contradictions within a thing, Warmth may allow an egg to
hatch into g chicken, but no amount of warmth will get a chicken
from a ‘stone, - :

- Soy as-.communists in a débayingvimperialist;countryrwe look -
to the weaknesses and strengths in our own ranks, which: have ‘to be
overcome or built up. We support China as a developing socialist
country of the Third World and a force for progress in the world,




ARETORMIST: WORK OR REVOLUTIONARY WORKY

(HARRY HAYWOOD?S REMARKS“PREPAREDAFOR COMMUNIST PARTY (MABXIST—LENINIST),

CPML, - SECOND CONGRESS MAY 23, 1981)

My comments were not delivered in fﬁll to the CPML's Second Congress
due to a move to limit debate. I have submitted them in full here.

The Congress confirmed many of my worst fears. A set of revolutionary
principles was adopted by the delegates. But the majority expressed the senti-
ment that such principles were "of little or no consequence to our work." With

Such an attitude even the best set of principles will not be taken as a guide
to action. _ .

: The Congress elected a Central Committee which, in its majority, shares
this approach and is relatively blinded to the pitfalls of American excepti-
onalism and reformism. ' ‘

It:isithérefore no accident that little practical unity could be reach~
ed on communist tasks in the present period. It seems to me. that the CPML's
Second Congress represents a detour from - rather than an advance towards -
genuine communist unity and party organization in.the United States.

(Harry Haywoqd,‘Gedrgié, June 1, 1981)

fdarry Haywood's speech has been edited. The. section recounting the
tdeological struggles of the Commumist Party USA in 1956 was deleted. All
his remarks on the present situation are reprinted here. :

When we formed the CPMLAfour years ago, I was very haﬁpy because the
next generation seemed to have absorbed these lessons.

But evidently this was not so, Mistakes were made - serious ones need-
ing genuine rectification. But this éxperience seems to have led many to
lose their bearings: e oW

For example, the West Coast Committee has submitted a set of "princi-
ples.” I found them totally unacceptable from a communist point of view.
They make every error I spoke of earlier.

I am very heartened to see that the Afro-American Commission has done
its part to combat this turn towards right opportunism.

But I must say that the Interim Political Committee has done us a great
disservice, though. Instead of taking a forthright stand in opposition to
the West Coast principles, it hurriedly devised a new set which contains
many of the same flaws. You give us back self-determination and in exchange
you think we will buy a shameful position on the State?

I don't like all of this fiddling around with and crude compromising
on principles. This has been a hinderance to democratic debate - not a help.

Another comrade has written an article in The Call which calls for
communist unity to be based primarily on "opnosition to ultra-leftism" and
a "to the masses" approach. It is a well-known fact that revisionists, too,
will "unite against ultra-leftism.” Shall we drop any lines of demarcation
with right opportunism? This is a very dangerous business. It covers up the
large danger of rightism and it is precisely that right danger which has
emerged so pronounced in our own ranks during the past vear or so.



The only durable basis fotr communist unity is upon communist orinciples
whi¢h;”g§1cogpsel‘must,be concretely applied to our specific conditions. Any
other_sqtquf unity will not stand the test and is based on the whims of the

moment,.”

< ~THege priﬁciples'have'everything to do with how you conduct yourself
among the masdes. As T pointed out in response to a similar call during the
"i'5¢s" < the €41l to "Get To Work!" I said:

"Yes, but what kind of work? Work towards what end? What must be the
features of this work? Against whom. must it be directed? What must it ac-
complish? Unless these and other related questions are answered in detail,
'Wifhg@t confusion or. ambiguity, our.work.can go for naught, and actual-damage
can be done. For there is refermist work .and revolutionary work; there is
work. that. aims ‘to unleash.a mass movement, and work that aims to 'quell it:
work_thé;,lg@ds,qhe.oppressed masses and work that tails along béhind them;

+Work, that succeeds .in linking the economiciand political issues-and work:::

" that separates them; work that butlds the vormunist party as a vanguard, -
leading and indispensable force, and work that liquidates the party, consi-
dering it of insignificant triportance. " (from.For a Revolutionary Position
on-thé Negro Quesi-isn, 1958). - : o _ .

Some people have played a role in shielding.this rightward move and done
a“Tot 6f double-talk. They have blocked with the Pight to defeat those stand-
ing up for Marxism-Leninism. These blocks have contained little in the way
of principles of their own. Please take a second look at this kind of conduct.

All sorts of anti-communist slanders have Leen thrown around and very
few comrades have spoken up against them. Charges of taking "Peking Gold,"
charges that the CPML was out only "for its own ends" as opposed..to the masg~
es. Think apout it-aren’t these the exact sorts-of things that the FBI says
that we communists are up to? There have been all kinds of underhanded, fac-
tional and personal slanders against good comrades - something which . we are
supposedly trying to get rid of in Party life, The Emérgency meeting made'an
illeg?lvpurge~ofzthe.old CC, which in -actuality was a purge of primarily.its
Left members. - S e

As far as principled;. ideological struggle and democtratic debate - some
people will have to do a lot to convince me that this is “what you are’ really
committed to. . . o RREERN

I will concludé now with these thoughts. The mass mQVements_are,gnce:

agaih7sti%iﬁgl'8bme are re-grouping and beginning to crawl, others..seem to
be preparing ‘themselves to stand up and walk. Where will we be when they get
to run? .. : .

-“‘AtfthiS”momént we find ourselves not only without revolutionary. princi-
ples. Anothér direct result of this rightward drift is that we:have no .common
revolutionary trmediate program to guide our work in this perted.., . ..

‘I'm afraid this is where we are going at present. It can bé Feversed with
serious efforts and a fight against this rightward drift ~ but.unot without
such’a fight! - , ‘
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THE CPGR AND "THE COLONIAL OUESTION"

As.we attempt. to understand the nature of onnortunism and chauvinism
.today, . it .is important that we: also undersnand how the develonments within
the revolutlonarv party in the 1920's ‘and 30"s objectively hélned these -
ideologies to take root within the workine class. Thisarticle outlines
those develonments, from the hrow1n chauvinism of the CPGR, (Communist
Party of Great Brltaln) to ‘the:adontion of- chauvinist and soc1a1 democratic
policies and an incorrect analysis of imperialism:

GROWING DISREGARD FOR ‘THE GOLONIAL NUESTION"

.+The struggle for the Bolshev1sat10n of the CPGB required a break w1th
Dre~Len1nlst views cn the colon1aL questlon° There were sharp strugcles’
Wlthln the CPGB over the 1mportaﬂce of winning support for struegles ‘in
the colonies; but, throughout thé erucial- 'years of the 1920's and 30's,
during which time the CPGR shouLd have haﬂ many years of experience in
implementing a revolutionary line, soc1a1 denncratlc ideas and nre—Lenlnlst
concentions were clunz to. stunbornly

At“the—7th—Conw1ess—helﬂw1n~19?5——the—f1rst~ﬂ$he51s—on—the-Colonlal
Questlon and -the 'British Empire’ was nresented. It summmarised the 31tu-_
ation for imperialism asg follows.

MImberialism is faced by: qrowznq dzf”%cultzﬁs and contradictions for
- whieh no solution can be'found.
i Theke contradictionsiares. i o - .
“Het T The growth of inative: capztalzsn, particularly manufacturznq zndu—.
stry, in.the ynderdeveloped countries - o growth largely caused by the
very. export of. capltal that 8 the era of imperialism. '
.o, Gpowtnq revolt amongst the masses: of ‘the: exploated countries.
B Resulttnq from these, two, a declzne‘zn the. prmvzleqed position of
_ the workers in Great Brztazn,
.Ihe thesxs went. cn tn_sav; that whilst sunnortlng "every revolutzonaru
nattonalzst movement” and "honest seztions within the dominions seektnq
secession. independenze would have no moanznq until imperialism is ovei=
thrown throughout the empive. A '

It is not merely a quatlon of the CPGB driftine into a fundamentally
incorrect position. The year 'is 1925 flve years after Lenin's thesis on
the national and colonial quéstion was adorted at the 2nd Congress of the
Comintern. Certainly Lenin's nosition has since been further develoned by
Mao Zedong, but, if the authors of the CPGR thesis had paid attention to
the’ respon51b11;t1es of communlsts in the . .oppressor nations, i.e.

", . ALL commnist parttes must assist the bourgeois-democratic libe-
ration movement in these countries, and that the duty of rendering the
most active assistorice rests przmarzzu upon the workers of the country
upon which the. backward nation is dependent colontally or financially."

and grasped the essence of. immerialism, the CPGB would never have come(*1)
to. .these cqncluSLnns.

"There are at: 1east two tthFS Whlch can be sald ahout 001nt one of
the 1925 thesis. First, in its exnloitation of the resources of a colony
or neo-colony, imperiallsn needs roads, railways and the hasic plant and
equipment for the mining and extraction industries, Imperialism will even
develon and build some factories, but what is built in the way of industry
and railways is tied tn- the-requirements of the oppressor nation, of impe-
rialism. Palme Dutt himself, (althourh writing in 1940) sees the opening
up of India for commercial nenetration in the first part of the 20th
century, as the emergence of new forms of Pxploitation, not a eeneral nro-
cess of industrialisation. A small nroletariat is hrousht into being, bhut
in countries like India, where the economv is predominantly feudal, the
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masses- of people are peasants, tied to the land. The ‘emergence of a. pro-,
letariat-and the national contradictions of the petty-hourgeois and. neasant
masses with 1mperlallsm will certainly be its grave diggers, but what is

not taking place is. the bourPe01s democratic revojution under the. tutelage

of imperialism, Mononoly capitalism props up all the old feudal institutions
and-.thé power of the:landlords, precisely because land reform and demo-:'
cratie: revolution must grow into socialist revolution in order for the _Oon=
Dressed nation to free itself from imperialism. . The develonment of canl-
talism in Third World countrles, as it developed in the West throughout  the Y
e1phteenth and nlneteenth centurles is impossible in the era of rmner1allsm.

The second conclusion; which became’ fully defined. in CDCB nollcy EWO,
years 1ater, is that imperialism is industrialisine the colonies. Clearly
such misconceptions are absolutely consistent with what the imnerialists -
say ‘about' their so-called "civilising role"..To use the example of India
again, it would appear that the CPGB had swallowed the British 1mper1allst s
own pronaganda.."Industr1a11sat10n" was official aim of the Government in
1916, For a commun1st party to propagate such a view, rather than exnosing
the rapac1ous rule of imperialism and arousine the working class acainst it
emhelllshes 1moer1allsn and promnts workers to puzzle over. the 1ust1f1cat10n

of antl-Lmnerlallst strugwles.
1mperlallsm is

The thes1s asserts that self-determination is meanlnpless untxl/over-
thrown throughout the empire. This later developed into the implied belief
that 11beratlon of the colonies will only come about as a result of- revo-
lutlon ig the 1mper1a11st heartland of Britain. This Euro-centric view ex-
tended to the sending of British revolutionaries to the colonies to organise
the- revolutlon, whilst at the same time, the importance of the national
11berat10n strugeles in the colon1es was undernlayed in Britain and. the
worklnp class were not noh111sed to supnort those struggles. '

. Most interesting of all, however, is the conclusion that the nr1v1-
laped position of workers in Britain is declining, It would seem from this
that the CPGB was -taking full account of the effect of immerialism on the.
wotrking class. In fact Harry Pollltt, in 1932, referred to the aeffect of
imperialism on the British working class. However, anart from the fact that
the CPGB did not address themselves to. this nroblem, he CPGB studlouslv
avoided singling out the Labour Aristocracy as the trojan ‘horse. of opportu-
nism in the working class movement. Where the Labour Arlstocracy is. referred
to, the analysis of Marx and Engels describing the Labour Aristocracy when
Britain was the workshop of the world, is stressed. But this analysis of
the Labour Arlstocracy is 1nsuff1c1ent and does not take into account the
Dr1v11eoed sections of workers that exist under imperialism, Lenin descrihed
the Labour Arlstocracy under 1mper1allsn, as existing and receiving a higher
income drawn from the super-profits reaped from colonial plunder. . The fact
that Brltlsh 1m9er1a11sm.was still able to buy off labour. leaders etc, was
never taken serlouslv by the CPGR, Tt continually repeated that the Labour
Arlstocracy was’ dec11n1n? in importance, but did not analyse it, Tom Bell,

a founder'and ‘outstanding ideological leader of theé CPGB understood the -
role of the Labour Aristocracy very well, and opened his short Hlstnny of
the CPGB with a quote from Marx on this quest1on. He also deals very -
briefly with ‘the Labour Aristocracy in the era of 1mper1a115m, however,
even he regarded it to be of dec11n1n9 importance. :

This thesis of the 7th Congress in 1925 remained policy untll the
question was again debated in the Comintern at the 6th Congress in 1928, At
the 9th Congress of CPGB in- 1927, the position adopted at the 7th Conpress
Of the CPGB had developed .to its inevitable conclusions. The theory of what
was termed 'decolonization" had become fully defined.

" Tom, Bell descrlbes the theory of "decolonization" as follows:.

"The Congress characterzzed the existing economic situation in the
beZowzng way: thle reaognzzzng the depressed condition of the basic



industries, tt put emphasis upon the parasitical character of British
eapttalism, upon the increasing industrialization of the colonies, and
attached great importance ot the growth of the new industries as being one
of the chief source of profit
If:we study these .expressigns closely, we can see how they are linked
1apwith the theory of "decolonization”. whzck ultimately Found open ex—
presston at the. Szxth Wbrld Congress. I+ ms cZear that zf we deny that

PR

Brttazn, zf we- muzntazn that the depresszon o “the basie indutries is
. “Leading the -Beitish capitalists towards becomzng only a rentter clase
 and -see ‘the :ehief. sourcerof profits onZy in’ thkt 1ndustry —-we arrive -
wdt'the theory of: "deaolonzzatzon" (*2) . oy

' 'This quote raises 'sorie inteérésting questlons hut 1t dees not ex ose
the essence of‘the theory:of "degolonization". The theory of "decoloniza-' R
tion' arode.fréom an incorrect:analysis of the colonlaI questlon and sth-.
jective conclusions drawn about the, future of 1ndustrv in Britain aftéer the
defeat of the miners in the Genmeral Strike. 44 was the dehate ‘at ‘the Sixth:
World Congress:of the Comlntern wnlch exnosed the essence of the theory of :
"decolcnlzatlon ' _ ) e 5 ; R

N

. During the dlSCUSSIOH the only member of the British deleeatlon to. ;;f
,emphaslse the plunderous and dominating featrires of - 1mnerlal1sm in the o
colonies was J.T.Murphy. Palme Dutt who was in the. leadershlp with' Pollltt
'in the struggle against the party's rieht line-and. leadershln arpued the ;f
"decolonlzatlon" theory. Or, at 1east dld not make a break w1th 1t. s

. "thle T do not support the szmple vzewlthat Brntzsk zmper@nlm . -
'zmposszble obstacles' in the way of the development.of. Indign. zndustry
I do not think either that the: contrary-is trues that British zmperzal-s
<om makes every endeavour to develbp the:; prodacttve fbrces of Imdia,’. .
that all kinds . of. industry ave deueZoped ‘omithat there is an inde=
pendent development of Indian industry im the.interest: of the Ind” n
bourgeozsze as corisidered froin their point: of‘v@ew.,. .

“It ts.quite true to say that British imperialism in certain dzrectzons

" undei: certain conditions retards the development Qf‘Indzan zndustry.
Df courséy. Indian indus try under” zndependence would develop ‘at 'a- great—
“er rate tharn under présent conditions. Biit ‘the question... is, does ::
¢ Tndustrialisation and its deveZopment present new problems: with whzch
ﬁhe British bourgeoisié ave faced? I think the only corvect fbrmulatzon
{8 to say .that the devélopment of capztalzst zndustry 18 znevttable, -and

: ‘that British zmperzaltsm seeks to control it in such a wau as! to re- ..
" icetvé - the maztmun profit”. 1*3) - ST

Té. The last sentence of this quote is the essence of Palme Dutts v1ew,.
L_all other ‘considerations apart. It is. fundamentally 1ncorrect . like a-

. .liberal he stumhles through "on. the- one hand this" and "on the other hand’
that" g1v1ng an apparent 0031t10n of ‘tany sided. ‘deep. analysis. But on the
:crux of . the matter: ‘He‘cops out-and':declares the.middles of the road peneral
.p091t10n Whlch in. th1s case is .absolutely wrong. Imperialism will bu11d
‘1ndustry where.. it is néeded for- grabbing raw material and even some manu-
;facturlng 1ndustry. But independent: economic development is prevented and
the oppressed nation impoverished. THis .can be witnessed most. strlkaniy
in Third World nations today. Tha form of imperialist rule varles but 1ts
essence ;18 the same. '

On the issue of "decolonization" J.T.Murnhy was profoundlyieorrect
and in agreement with the Comint rn thesis under discussion:whenhe said:

’ﬂ%e normal development of capztaltsm in gemeral means eventually
zndhstrzalzsation of a eountry, but the zmperzaltst exploitiition of -

H the eolonies: fbrbzds normaZ zndﬂstrzalesatﬁon of ‘the eolonies; such ]
occurred in the metropolzs.instead'of zmperzalzsm playing' the libérating
role to the inherent forces of production in the colonies, it adds dts
own contradictions ‘to the coniradictions within the. eolonies, whilst

J/suckzng the life blood from thsm by its monopolzstzc control i (*4)

Murohy however, ‘stood “alone amongst: the British deleeatlon 1n .sup~
porting the Comintern line on the colonies, a fact which nromnted a remark
bv a member of the Ccmintern secretariat:
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"Yes comrades. industrial development is taking place in the colontes
but -very. slowly; ~comrades, very slowly. In fact, just as slowly as.the
Bolshevisation of-the Britigh Party Polithuro under the leadership. of
Comrdde'Peﬁrovsky”.,(Comin;e;q Representative to Britain) (*5)

At the 11th Congress, hy:'which time Tothstein (BSP), Wilson (ILP).-and
Inkpin (BSP) had heen removed from the nolitical bureau; a line of detailed
and militant sunnort for colonial strugeles was outlined, The line of the
Sixth congress of the Comintern had been adopted at the 10th congress but
'was not being sracticed. However, in concludine on this asnect of the neriod
‘up-to-1929, it would be incorrect to say. that apitation for anti-imperialist
solidarity did not take place. British intervention in China, the Versailles
treaty; anti-comaunist trials in India, Ireland etc were all eiven some *
attention. But not enough and what little that was done was treated some-
what!susoiciously on the erounds that it detracted from revolutiom fr
workers struegie in Rritain. o

. Following thé& 11th consress demands of support for colonial strugeles
(in words .only, for the need for supnort exnressed at conpgresses was.never
realized in practice) were trimmed, distorted and abandoned.

'The ‘relationshio of the CPGB to the strugrle in Ireland needs to be
analysed separately. Certainly 2 British communist was disnatched to Ireland
to form-a Workers Party, and it would appear that little attention was paid
to the national question in Ireland by the CPGR. However, we feel that re-
search needs to be done on this tonic, and a further article nuhlished. We
have no. reason to believe that the CPGB was sienificantly less chauvenist
towards Ireland, in fact ~.:obably the opposite was the case, hut hecause .
of Ireland being Britain's ‘oldest colony, and the crucial importance of the
struggle in Ireland to the British revolution, we feel that the complexity
of the telationship needs to he analysed.

THE RISE OF FASCISM. TNZ UNITED FRONT AND DISTORTION OF THE DEMAND FOR
SELF~-DETERMINATION -OF THE COLONIES.

Distortion of the demand for. self-determination took a narticular form.
durine the thirties, The threat of war loomed larper every week, month and
vear, Demands by thé German Nazis and Mussolini fascists for a re-division
of the world were the headline news. The Japanese innerialistsiinvaded. -China
in a desperate move to realize Japanese domination in the Far East. Rritish
and American imperialism strove to turn the German Nazis East apainst the
Soviet Union. To this end..direct assistance to build up the German War
machine was given by the.British and American imperialists. The "democratic
sovernments' of Britain and America were helpins the fascists.. Every country.
in Eurcpe and the Americas had the beginnines of, or a full fledaed :
fascist movement, Defence of.hourseois democracy agéinst houreseois fascism
hecamﬁlééyajox“part of the:platform of communist parties. Unfortunately,
the correct Comintern nolicy.of & united front asainst fascism was dis- . 7
torted to justify all:kiads of Yevisionist tendencies,

iThis was particularly the case in the policy of the CPGP which used the
United Front policy £ blurr the differences hetween the Comiunist Party and’
the Lahour Party and “dény the vanguard role of communists. Tt is deainst this
backercund that we must understand the drift of CPGR nolicy and the increas-—
ing adaption to Gpoortunism. :

Little was done by the CPGB in the 30's to assist the "struceles in
the colonies, either ideologically,. in the form of the exnosure of what
imerialist:nlundéi means for the masses of subject neonles, or direct B
assistance to libération strugales. CPGR congresses ritually noted that more
needed to be done. At the 12th.Congress.in 1932 the "eolonial freedom" claugé

in "The Way Out - A Manifesto" speaks.for.the first time.of-mutual assis=
tanceafter the revdlution. It is assumed that the colonies will advance
towards socialism after the revolution.in Rritain has eranted indenendence.
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~It was Harry POllltt on ‘behalf of theCentral Committee who raised
the following questions in hls renort entltled "Theé Road to Victory":

"How . can Ehgland féed {tself after the ‘vevolution? ...Where will
Eﬁgland as a. highly industrialized éountyy, get the markets so that
1t can set. tts factories qozng after the: revolutzon?", '

) At ‘the thirteenth congress the line of! mutual ass:stance after the
’févolutlon was defined more closely. In a nroaranmatlc resolution entitled’
“For Soviet Britain" the question "Can Britain Feed Hetself" was "answered"
Britain- could live on stocks of essential food for. from four to eight
months, says the resolution. But in the long run, Wbrkers Counc1ls will
have to arrange to import larpe quantltles of food also raw materlals. It
is cledr from thLlus that the CP&D did not yn'erstand- the- econecmic relation-
Sth that exists between British imperialism and say. India and Africa. And
it is clear from the f0110w1ng quote that any fundamental chanee in this
plunderous relatlonshlp is not really expected. Instead there seems to he
some unstated belief” that under workers power, the oneration of the:.same
economic laws will not mean the $ame eéxploitative relationship of . onpres-,
. sor and oppressed nation. What if the colonies or ex-British colonies do
“not wish to sell their raw materials or Food stuffs’ If the workers power
is thinking in terms of markets, at what prices will the Workers Counc1ls
be prenared to pay for these raw materlals and foodstuffs° '

- -’Tﬁe Brttzsh Engineering Industry under workers control will be able
Ato propose co-operation with the colonial pebples, who will be able

.. at last to build ‘their oum economy and develop. their - owm - industry and
¢transport They can get the: Iron and Steel ‘and machinery they require
from Britain and other such countvies in exchange for-foodstuffs...
and raw materials. (*6)

The ‘nominal 1ndenendence of Thlrd World countries since the war, has.-
proved that the 1mner1a115ts are not @verse to such a relationship of
“"mutual co-operation"..The- extent.of the influence of opportunism was now
be1ng revealed as leading members of the CPGB began to fear the conse-~
quences of self-determination. for colonies, which the bhourseoisie argued
’ would Tean loss of markets .and, unemployment in Britain.

e Imnerlallsm dlstorts the economles ‘of - Third World countries turnine
them in* ‘broducers 6f a few or even one Basic raw material or foodstuff.
:This also dlstorts the economy ‘of" the imperial metropolis although in a
w;comnletely opposite way. Whole 1ndustr1es nroduc1np unnecessary luxury

goods are given nrecedence over a programme- to ensure a varied and self-
.SUff1c1ent aorlculture. Raw materlals ‘such as coal lie untapned hecause
it. is more: expens1ve to mine than 011 nlllaped from Third World countries.
Clearly the main concern of’ communlsts is not how to maintain the inflow
of raw materials and foodstuffs in"'a revolutionary- Brltaln, hut how to
reorpanlze the economy on a socialist basis. The victorious workine class
in Britain would have no interest.in continuing the super-exnloitation of
colonies and neo-colonies-.. Renudlatlon of colonial status is ohlicatory.
But neo-colonialism; is-far more: subtle. Only a Marxist-Leninist analysis
of the nroblems of:.socialist: reorvanlzatlon can ensure that necessary trade
with all countries is on a completely equal hasis. In fact Britain should
exoect to ﬁay more than necessary.

"For Soviet Brltaln does clearly say that a Soviet Britain will nro-
c1a1m 'the right of.-all .countries now forming part of the British Emnire
to complete self-«determination up to and including complete seneration”.
However we do mct-consider that we are heing too harsh on the CPGR when we
dwell on their-insistance on-heing ahle to continue to import the raw
materials and foodstuffs.of these countries. In a section headed "Relations

o R i e e
R
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with other (capitalist) countries" the pamnhlet hoasts that the canitalist
countries will he forced to trade with Rritain. The examnle that is quoted
is Argentina whizh is in fact an onpressed nation. $hquqllow1ng truculent

statement of Argentina's nosition is made:

"For example, the Arqentznp would face zmmedtate ruin zf zt inter=
rupted its trade. with Britdin in fbodstuffs and raw materials in return

for Brztzsk manufuctured goods®. (*7)*

However, evén thls, to say the 1euSt shaky_pésition on the colonial’
question was undermined to the point of dropping all reference to the demand
for "self-determination". By the l4th Congress the resolution in support
of the strugeles in the colonies had become in nractlce inadequate and a
matter: of rountine. The Congress report recretted that little had been done
in supnort of: 11berat10n movements. The 15th Congress went a step further
by ‘triniming denands to- "Full democratic rights forithe colonial peonle
including trade unions etc...”. Support for liheration struggles had thus
heen removed from.the apenda of the CPGR, It nqw'hecame a matter of morali-
zing demands.on the British Government to legislate reforms via their system
of colonial eoverners and puppets.

The study of the CPGRh's annlication of the united front against fasci-
sm involvés some verv compnlex.questions. The CPGB's interpretation certain-—
ly needed to be criticized for its failure to expose Rritish imperialism
and the Labour Party. Trotskyites, however, prattled with "left" phrases
and arguments to -justify sabotaging the united front movement, In this situ~—
ation only a thorough MarXLSt—Lenlnlst stand usine revolutlonary tactlcs of
unity and struggle could criticize the weaknesses of the CPGR and’ avoia -
slipping into the Mire of Trotskyism. The slopan of '"Peace and Democracv
was not a bad slopan. But im mo way can it be considered a strateO’é -OTié .
It was a good. °1ogan which concentrated ‘opposition to the prow1ng “threat-
of imperialist war. But imperialism is not p01n9 te suddenly become peace-
ful or demccratic as far as the working class is concerned. Annlied to the
"colonial question" as it was from the l4th Congress it directly confliéts
with what should be the strategic position of communists. It replaces de-
mands in supnort of national ‘liberation with criticism of the form of ~
colonial rule. The hopeless line of democratic rights for the oppressed
and super-exploited masses of~India and Africa miseducated the working class
with illusions that this is poss1bic. It gives credence to imperialist
prooapanda that the future of colonial territory is bound up with the
future of British imperialism.:In fact the slogan emhellishes British
1mnerlallsm. There can be no -justification for ipnoring the main question
of economic nlunder by imperialism in order to construct a neat, nice
soundlnp ‘but none-the~less onhortunist demand which is practlcal' or

reallstlc ' Certainly not by a-cdommunist party. Such slogans coined by
democrats and non-communistein the anti-imperialist movement eive commu-
nists the chance to expiain the main demands whilst qiving support for such
aspirations for democracy and freedom in the colonies.

Maybe th1s isvall narit ofthe: hellef on the nart of CPGR leaders that
British 1mper1allsm i tagnaniméus, “civilized" in its treatment of Indian
and Afrlcan peoplés and ‘6f course:capable of bringing "Full democratic
rights for -the colonial Deonle including (no less) trade unions etc...
Self- determlnatlon isy ofcourse, a democratic demand but it is clear that
this is not What the CPGR:had in mind. Such ridicule of soéial-demncratic
philistinisn’ and stitis’ self~satisfaction with such careless formulations of
the "colonial questlon"L 49 .not too harsh. The fact is, in this pewmiod and
today. to a less extent, Tittle thought was given to criticizing chauv1n1sm
and training the working class to hitterly hate the rohhery and starvation
caused by British and other imperialism in the Third World.

The Trotskyists in their attacks on the CPGB never made this noint.
They refused to supnort the united front against fascism and thereby helned
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the fascists. Their arcument heing that there was no difference hetween
capitalism headed by German fascism and Rritish canitalism. It seems from
this that the Labour Party and ILP 'Leftists' also assumed that to unite
against fasc\smxwmnnk'abandvn1na the struazple against Pritish canitalism .
which had not yet turned to fascism. Not that these Trotskyists and 'LeFtlst'
did ever threaten the interests of Pritish canitalism. Fowever, the noint

is that uniting amainst fascism which is the most bellicose in its anti-
communism or war-mongering does not mean ceasing to exnose Rritish immeri=
aIism.v.

, As noteﬂ earlier when dealine with the ‘ﬂecolonlzatlnn controversy at
the 6th’ Congress of the Comintern in 1928, R, Palme Dutt equivocated on the
question of imperialism develoning or underdevelonlno the colonies. Dalme
Dutt was a very capable theorist ahle to go into very minute detail in ana-
lysing’ British imperialism in India. A hook nublished in 1940 called India
Zbdhy is excellent in the weight of information on India that it reveals.

. For example Palme Dutt clearly describes the role of imnerialism in India:

“uoomodern imperialism in India stands out as the main obstacle to
advance, of the productive forces, thwarting and retarding their deve-
. lovment by all the weapons of its financial and political domination.”

", .The role of modern imperialism itn India s fully and completely
reactionary”. (*R)

But for all this its method of analysis is eclectic. On the important
question of the road to India’s emancii:tion two main points are made. In
the course of refuting. the Gandhists who nresented industry and Western
technology as the Indian neonle's enemy, sreat emnhasis is placed on the
need for India to he industrialized. Which is fine. But coupled with the
mere recognltlon that national indenendence must come first, the achieve-
ment of which is envisased as the result of revolution in Pr1ta1n and mavbe
even an act of legislation from.Wéstmlnster, the reader is given a distinct
imnression that India's role in achieving this industrialization nead only
be a passive one. This.is the only conclusion that one can come to. Esneci-
ally since the line of the CPGR on self-determination and the raw materials
and foodstuffs plundered from the colonies,envisaze no fundamental change
in this relationshin after a victorious revolution in Britain has granter
independence, The whole argument of the CPGR is nonsense. Whatever facts
are pointed. out by Palme Dutt are dealt with in an undialectical way . This
is an important point because Palme Dutt does not deny that Pritish impe-
rialism plunders India and is the cause of starvation. In India Todaythe
parasitic nature of British imperialism in India is clearly necinted out.

In fact, all the. 1nformat10n on which one could make a correct analysis is
present,. But when it comes to the conclusions, Palme Dutt and the CPGR still
-show themselves to be trapped by the same chauvinist and imperialist
assumptions. :

In 1942 after the Nazis attacked the Soviet Unlon and the formatlon of
the International United Front against fascism, the CP's line regarding
~India changed It became a line of moralizing anneals to the bourgenisie to
grant a promise of 1ndenendence after the war to’ ‘the oppressed neonles so
that they would fight under the orﬂers of British Generals. The fact that
British :imperialism allowed colonial territory to fall to the enemy rather
than arm the :peonle to fight the Germans or Jahanese was scmething which
Palme Dutt. exnosed but did not. draw any conclusion from. One would think that
it was-merely a auestlon of mlsmanapement or hungling, No!.This- fact alone
~-shows-that British 1mper1allsn had not changed its character in the war-
against- fasc1sn. Weanons in the. haﬁds ‘of the Ind1an neonle would not just be
direct against: the Jananese, the Itallans or the Germans hut the British
1mner1a11sts as well. :
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THE STRUGGLE OF NATTONAL MINORITY PEOPLE ANN TEE LINE OF THE RCL

The 2nd Congress of the RCLE took nIace in July last year°'
a vear marked hy ereat movements of oppnressed peonle arainst
British imperiaiism, in the form of the Hunger Strikes bv ¥Y-tlock
prisoners in Ireland and the strugeles of black people in Br1ta1n.
It is on these two questions relating to our stand against British
1mner1a11sm)that the RCL -changed its vosition at the July Congress.
The adootlon of ‘a princinled stand of unconditional supnort for
the Republican Movement in Ireland and a self-criticism for the
prev1ous social=chauvinist line arc-dealt with elsewhere. But it
is important ‘to :link this change with the adoption of a nosition
of -the revolutionarv alliance between the working class and the
oppressed national minorities within Britain. Whilst our oresent
stand marks some progress from our nrevious- nos1t10n, outlined
in- the RCLB Manifesto, -the line is still beine develoned: and: we
have much to ‘learin. The aim of the.first part of this artlcle is
to show what progress we have made. Rut the- secongd. part is.an
~‘important eunalificationr it nolnts,nut serious. contradictions and
' weaknesses which have yet to be resolved.

S The hlstorv of black neople's resistance to oppression is long and

varied and in the nast we have often 1onored these strugeles. Whilst not
attemnting an all-round analysis, we would like to highlizht some of the
kev struggles against the British state which we have ignored or under-

plaved in the nast.

Over recent years, much of the strusele against racist ompression
has been focussed against immieration controls and laws. The Asian com-
munities in narticular ‘have mounted well organised resistance. The immigra-
tion laws racist at their inceotion, have been made increasingly opores-
sive by both Labour and Tory governments, in a way which amounts to a
wholesale attack on black people. The enshrining of the racist concents
of the immigiation laws into the new Nationality Bill last vear gave rise
to a massive demonstration in protest. Thousands of national minority veo-~
ple marched, unitine old and youn. Asian and Carihbean, political and
religious organl ations. 1981 was also a watershed for another, newer
aspect of struggles against immipration laws — the individual camnaigns
against deportation or #plit families. Anwar Ditta's 6 vear strugele to
be united with her children has inspired many cthers, such as Nasira
Beaum, Cynfhla Gerdon and Jaswinder ¥aur. These campaigns were also
important in marking the rising resistance of black women.

The Day of Action organised by the VWew Cross Massacre Committee marked
an important step forward in hlack resistance and organised demonstration
of anger. Ten thousand black vouths, majinly Caribbean, marched in protest
at the racist murder of 13 hlack children. This was not just a nrotest
agalnst the individual nurderers, but arainst. the nolice who have failed to
give any nrotection agiinst racist attacks, against the courts who upnhold
the actions of the police apainst black neonle and against the main politica%®
parties who ienore the deaths of 13 blaclk voungsters. The massive power of
this particular demonstration did not arise suddenly, but comes from manv
years of resistance and organisation within the black communityv,

The Uprisings were a new stape in black resistance, focussing on a
section entering the strueele in force, ~he disnossessed, the workless
and criminalised youth. Black youth in Rristol and Qouthall confronted the
police, During the surmer, black youth 1n all main cities, rose up against
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s the mo$t“imxedf’te iPLCEt and symbol of racist oppression. In,
some r]ape such dtaToxtetnw other sections of societv were united behlnd
their leader shzn, As forms.of. chelllon snread from one city to another, the

v State could .no 1onpeg tra L &ath as an isolated and particular incident.

thr=e exzmnles 1llubfrgte the mass resistance to racism hy hlack
neo'le bht there are other important areas of strueele, such as calls for
salf dafence in Tesponse  to the physical attacks on black communities and

ﬂthe organised resvorize of black peonle to these attacks, as in Rrick Lane
-.in 1977, Austher area ie at the work

wlace where black workers have consi-
stently foughi for basic democratic rig ts, often without the sunvort of
the1r fellew white workers and often azainst the cfficial union. Ye have to
do much more work to learn from v the rich experience of national minority

peovnle have.

1
n

The state has nade a dual recwonse to hlzck peosnle’s resistance culmina-
ting in the events of last summer. On the one hand, dirvect repression by the
police, armed to the teeth with counter revolu*ionarv ga ar, backed up by the
courie auc-the legal system, Oun the other "huying off", "oFficial.induiries"
“conmunity nolicing" etc. 2 approaches complement and Lhninforce each other.

During the summer, 3,500 neople were arrested. Many were denied anv
semblence of democratic rights by being beld in rvemand until the trial,
forced by the noiice to anke ebhteren:sg refused access to solicitors or
L] nY red to nlead puiltyv under threat of no hail. In
sone casgs where there ha reanised defence comnittee, police frame
ups havs heen exvosed, as in thail, where a notorious P.{.¥Webb had claimed
to be zrresting two d;Ffac ent individuals for throwing netrol bombs in two

an
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different: »laces at the game time.

Oune of tha most significant trials arising f -n the summer is that of
the Brzdford 12, These 12 black youth wewe all arrested in Rradford last
year and charged with making an explosive substance with intent to E1d2n29r
life or nlone1t5 aud congviracy to moke explosive scbstance. Howear, there
were no majcr dimturbances in RBradford last year and no petrol hombs were
thrown. This ic ci ~viy a political cxla19 an attack not just on the 12
youths bui an ' ole black commenitv, The state is using this
trial a5 a menis of ravenge and renvessilon agsainst thie whole hlack commdnlty,
particularly the vouth vho challs :nged the state in the uorisings: and the
real reazon why thesc 12 were arrested is that they were neariv all members
O supporters o the United Black Youth League, some of them with. a long

history of struggle to defend the black community. The Bradford 12 are part

T bl

of a naw trend ar131“5 f-om the young neonle who have grown up in this
country, who are tazking up struggles in a militant wav and building mass
support in their communities. The URYL tosck a consclously anti-imperialist
stand, shown by their struggles against the state in Britain and their support
for the Republican movement in irelaund. The fact that the Bradford 12 trial
is a political trial is further shown by the use of conspiracy charges, which
the Britieh state has consis stently used apainst nolitical activists. On such
charges their nolitical beliefs can be used as evidence. The nolitical nature
of the trial is alsc shown by the tail ‘conditions which effactively “gap" the
12 and prevent. them from taking vnart in the campaign for their own dafence.
The real aim of the trial is not only to get the 12 sent down and to silence
them, but to intimidate ail those within the black Gummini ty who take a stand
in defence of L“air-,udmmﬁf,y. iue aim is to wake criminale of those who take
a political ‘gtand :against the British state, along with the criminalisation
of black youth in geue al S ol

At its 2ad Pon""eso in - fuly 1981 tne RCL took the first ster away from
its previous poiitical stabément -in the ,ﬂntfesho of 1977 and its resulting
practice. ¥e do mnot claim to’ have” a, fu 11 understanding or analvsis but we
have recongnised the’ Lmnartauue of the sty uggles such a5 those mentionzd above
and -for communists Lo gil_ nrlorl*y to Bule;ng sunport for those struggles,




The ”PL Manifesto of 177 only naid 1in service to. the fact that Britain
ie . an 1mnar1allst country, once the most nowerful imnerialist state in the
world. It adOﬂted a social- cbauv;nlst 11re on th strugvle in Iréland and

.

In gectlon G of the- Maanevto, dealing with the Class Qtrupele in Rr1ta1n
the strupgle against racist oppression merits only four short naragravhs,
which. shows the low ariority and .lack of importance attached to that.area of
struggle by’ tne RCL at that time. Some correct noints are made inthese nara=
graphs: the term mational minoriiies is used - a term which we would still .
defend.: “The struggle against the immizration laws .aud for self-defence orgaﬁ-
lzatlons are pin-pointed as important. But the noints are sketchy at best and
also contradictory. The most important. contradiction is the statement that

"we should fight racial discrimination, particularly at the place of work. "
‘Thls vequlres some explaination,

At this time in our historv the RfL heid a dogmatic view on where we
should work as communists. Because we rightly believed that party-huilding
was the central task in Britain and that the party should be bullt among the
working class, we decided to corncentrate exclusively on work in industry and
ruled out any other form of mass work. In vractice this meant that we did no
anti-rac¢ist work and dismissed as secondary and therefore unimportant,
struggles that were not based on rhe work nlace,

. This is not simpiy an organizationa al Do1nt It derives from our line on
.British imperialism and reflects 3 dogmatic resumption that the struggles of
the working class in 1ndustry are the LLphes*-form of struggle. This ignored
the whole national question in the hlstory of British imperialism, the import-
ance of national strdgqlea against British imperialism abroad, the strugsles

of national minorities in Britain and the national question in Wales and
Scotland. We still held that the working class in Britain is objectively a
revolutionary class, hut at the time of the Manifesto we ienored manv dif-
ferent factors relat -ing to the internal effects of opportunism on the strug-
gles and consciousuess of the working class. We did not. understand the com-
nlex1ty of the differont furces who will carry out the revolution in Britain.
In particular we did rot u -2rstand tho revolutionary essence of thé strug—
gles of national mincrity weonles, the most oppressed sections within the
British State, whoce undersiandiung of imperialism hotbh here and in the Third
World is far greater than that of most white workers, and whose struggles
against British impsrialism divecily confront the power - the state.

Racism was dealt with in the Manifesto in 5 paragraphs on opportunism,
The importance of the ideology of racism and its origins in imperialism were
.correctly pointed out. However it limited tbe auestion to one of building
unity between black and white wos kers, thus ignoring the specificity of the
struggle of national minority neople, both workers and non-workers.. It failed
to support the specific struggle of the most opnressed and relegated that
strugple to a role subordinate to that of the working class at the -noint of
production. 'In paragrach 21 it imulies theé economist view that the onnression
~of black.workers is sirmly a aquestion =f eaqual nay and conditions, and Darg-
graph 22 talks about ”vorklno at it (the working class) from both 31des
meaning that "attitudes of. white racism and white superiority™ and of ' narrow
black nationalism" were equally 1ﬂnorcant targeLs for. communists. -For . an
organisation of mainly white comr aﬂes, to target narrow nationalism clearlv
. demonstrated our chauuLntom. e had an incorrect understanding of the Strugele
agalnst .racist onnression, vz ne?thd tho whole Rlack Power movement and
demanded that the onpnre sed change théir _ttltudes towards their. oopressors.

.. _The practice of the RCI: at that time was to concentratc on industrial
WOfk With no understanding of the strucole agains natlongl _onnression, much
of this work was inevitably:.economist and failed Lo take up . the guestion oF
Brltlsh imberialism.. One major examnle of our:chauvinism at the tlme .was our
reply to an’ 1nV1tat10n to take mart in the demonstration apntnst rac1allsm
organised by the Anti-Racialism Naflonal Demoristration Commlttee in 1“76-

i1
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7. . We varmly ﬂuppor+ the cims of the demonstration, We would there—
fore have very much wantﬁd oo be present on July 11+h. However in order
to make progress on what is the central task in Britain today, building
the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party, <t is mecessary to concentrate
our limited resources on certain particular tasks in crder to do:them
well. We have make some progrzss atready and hope to make more until.
we are able to contribute effectively to the struggle agaimst rvaeialism
and faseism as part of the overall struggle for the proletari an.revo-u,
lution in Britain...'

During this whole neriod when attacks by tha state and by fascists =

were 1ngens:fv1ng, we effectively did nothing to sunporc the struggles of
national Flnﬁ;lulef and justified this with our dogmatic line on party

'bulldlng Struggles in the real world went on, and with increasing repres-

sion from the state and fascis sts, res sistance grew. Comrades within the RCL

began to'recognise the errors in our oosition and ccmrades from the CWM and
BCA joined the organisation.. These {wo organisations had con51stent1y taken
part in anti-racist work, as jin fact had one newer branch of the. "FL e

.recognlsed ihe im portance of anti-racist work and agreed to reverse the de-

cision of the Manifeste on thiz. We hegan to develop an anaiysis -of national
minorities in Britain and their struggls against the British state and their
special position in relation to British imverialism. The theoretical basis
of this POQI?IOP wag argted in an avticle "The Roots of Resistance". The
second Congress marked a first step forward in changing our old chauvinist
position and begisn #he nrocess of dﬂv=13ﬂ1np our understanding beétween the

. relation between national and class struggle in Britain.

The key concepts in the new nosition adopted by the RCLkiq the revolu-
tionary aliiance hetw: 2en the working class and the national minority peonles.
This concent recognises chwt British imperialism depends both on the class
exp101tat10n of the proletaviat as = whole and or. the national onpression of
nations and national minorities. Resistance, aimed, in the last .analysis, at
the overthrow of iun veriallsm, also taxes stinct, though essentlally com-
plgmentary forms. The s'-r,.\%\;, ofh@ W qg class against their exploita-
tion and the stregoie of rhe opnressed national minorities ag011st.the1r

'OPPresSLon are twirn gtieans of LeﬂibLnnce. Thie strategy for Communists

should ke to forge an aliiance between these forces, as the only means by
which British imperialism can he defeszted. o A

This stategy rects on an analysiz of a specific form of oppression’
directed against black neople in Britain =.national minority onnression.
This oppression derives from the imperialist -expicitation and onpre551on of
the nations from which the biack people have come. Imperialism itself per-
fected the ideology of racism, which originated in the slave trade of deve-
lonlng caplLallsm. The resistance of the national min~rity peonle conse~
quently ‘takes a specific form,.which must ke recognisad and supnorted in
its own right., More than LhJu.-uowmu1st must actively fight for full demo-

“Eratic rights for national miunorities and . against all national opnre551on,
" and ‘must: aif o draw the working class into this struggle. :

A 51ncele and militant implementation of this strategy can enable

* British communists to begin the task of elinminating their social chauvinism.
"It can enable us to avoid ar-i itudes, current iu the past, which denied real-
'1tv and were’ patronising, cynical or cfitical towards the black resistance.
It is fundamentally wrong to attemmi: tc force a mould onto history which
suits the short term interests of the white working class in the metro-

politan countries. As the Congress corractly decided: "Ceming from the
Third World, which ig -the main force against imperialism, black and Asian

-meople are in the vanguard of the fight against impmerialism in Britain".

N

“ *'The positicn iz sor out in the "Rights of National Minorities" at the
i

end of the article.
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II

{The Contradictions in the line of the Second Congress of RCL

- The Coneress Document clearly incorporates 2 lines of analvsis and
strategy. most clearly seen ia contrasting the section on democratic rights
paras 62-69.with the section of rights of naticnal minorities naras 70-78.%
But apart from this obvious contrast. the nrevious sections demonstrate some
of the elements of the difference, and some attemnts to bring them topether,
which'seed to say the least, unsatisfactory.- '

Thus in para 17:

Mo essential political task of the revolutionary movement in- the’
' Piprst historical stage of party building is to rally the advanced elements
' to Marxism-Leninism through building a real working class anti~imperialist
‘fiass movement. ...The advanced elements are those who arasp the true
nature of imperialism and its state ond have begqun .to fight i1t,. These are
the elemeits with whom we will work openly as communists...”

- Here we have a definition of the advanced and a prescription for wdrﬁ,
We are also told where to look for the advanced elements:

M At this stage of the struggle, the advanced trend is overwhelmingly
located amongst black peeple and Welsh, Scotiish and Irish workers because
of the varying forms ci’ doubie oppression suffered bu them.” -

This is reneated in para 22:
", . National minority pecvie are in the vangunrd of the strugale against

the British State...” And in slightlv.difﬁerently in para 43:
.M, .The black and national m-wority workers will provide a large
rumber of advanced workers from. their raAniks.. "

This clearly raised two questions. Firstly, what is the analysis of
national minorities which makes them in this vanguard position? This can only
be answered in the "Rights of National Min~—ities” section, (A problem is also
raised by conflicting terminology of 'workers” and Uneople” ). Secondly, why
is it that from the relatively larger voroporticz of ‘the nopulation with revo-
lutionary potential, so relatively swall a provortion of the advanced should
come? This is answered, although not necessarily in satisfactory manner, in

para 31z

' "Déspite the relative decline of British Imperialism thie century,
particilarly during the last 30 years, the superprofits entering Britain
aré etill very Wigh, and continue to provide the material base for
opportunism, These superprofits have enabled the bourqeoisie, under
pressure from the working class, to concede to them. a much higher standard
of living than is Ffound for the mass of the peoples of ‘the Third World,

“most of whom contimie to suffer biterly under neo-colonial exploitation.
This hae established the conditions for the influence of oprortunism with-
in the working class as a whole, though it remains a revolutionary class
and is not bought off by imperialism.” and nara 51: S

"British imperialism's plurder of the Third World has provided vorkers
in the metropolitan country with a higher standard of living than their
colonial and neo-colonial brothers and sisters, awl is the material reason
why opportunism is so influentinl in the working class. The reformisn and
economism arising from this has allowed the opportunist trade union lLead-
ers to firmly entrench themselves at all ievels of Leadership. This deve-
lopment has been particularly marked over the last 30 years or 80—
although the basic conditions for it have exicted much longer— and has
ereated the situation where the top trade union leaders, particularty the
TUC General Council. are not just conciliators of the monopoly bourgeoisie
but in essence form part of the momopoly bourgeois state machine.”

5
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" A'possible contradiction is found with this trend of analysis and
strategy, and is indicated in para 23: ‘
", .. Buildihng factory cells must be the focus of our party. buitlding
work in the first historical stage...’
The reasons why this may bhe contradictory are:

1. because it-indicated that we will work mainly among the section
who are, by previous description, more backward: . }

2.. becaus: reasons why we-should do this are not given in a wav which
relates this to. the previous descrintion:

3..because the contradiction of workers and people is not faced un to.

Nohethé  less, the context of this statement annears to be one which :
attempts to resolve this problem. Two contrasts are drawn first between
anti:imperialist work and industrial and factory cell building work, second
between’ community wotk ‘and factory work. On the surface, these would not
séem to be the same contrasts, but the context indicates that they are pro-

“bably meant to be, and it will be useful to put them together,

‘Thus para’ 23 sayss '
... 'Anti-~imperialist politics and burlding a working class anti- - .
tmperialist mass movement ave 10 ung Jifose o induatei Lwark -ond
butlding factory cells. Factory work and work in the community are

mutually re-inforeing..."
Para 26:

MHork in industry and in the commmity are camplementary and inter—
related, and can fuel each other's aevelopment.,."

Para ‘25 indicates that anti-imperialist community work includes the
question of the oppressicn of national minorities.

. The difficuties with this attemnted reconciliation are i) even if these
areas of work are comnlementary and mutually re-inforcing, why should one he
the focus aud the other, nresumably, -peripheral? ii) why should the peri-
pheral one be the -one which includes the issues (understanding of imperialism,
double ovpression etc) which seem to make the difference, according to -the
previous descrintion,-hotween..those who are -largely renresented in the van-
guard and those who are not? iii) if they are complementary what is the
relationship between them - how do they complement one another? iv) How
does the focal point (building factory cells) secrve the task of working
orenly as communists etc, with the advanced elements who are overwhelmingly
located among black people. Scottish, Welsh and Irish workers? (See nara 17)

. Tﬁere are several nossible internretations of this attempted reconci-
liation. One is that it mainly wishes to sweep under the carpet the nrevious
description, and provide grounds for renlacing it with .the view that the real
vanguard are the working class in genral, now zxd at. the present historical
stage, because this is what ortchodox Marxism seems to tell us should he. the
situation. Another is that its a fudge, an attempt to be all things to all
comrades, and sweep the real contradiction under the carpet. A third view -
is that it vepresents the result of an unstated thought process - the natio-
nal minorities are in the vanpguard, but we have the main respensibility of
working among the white working class, although, and because, they are more
backward, so our focus must be on the factories where they are. Within this
preferable view, there are two pnssihie analyses also:

eAi).That':hrr@qh demeleping an advanced worker movement in the factories
we can eventually come to lead both the majority and mihority workers in the
same struggle against immerialism. : o

.. ii) ‘that the struggle of the working class in the factories must be
devgloped_as a particular stream against British imperialism , while the
national minority people must develop their particul -y stream of the strugele
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against imperidiism aloni their own 1iﬂéscanﬂ With:their'own 1éadershin.‘.

These 2 contraat1nv analyses annear to, renresent the main uvderly:np-
dlfFerence hetween the sections on Democratic I Rights and National Minority
rights. Tt is inevitahle that there will he contradlct1on< hetween these
sect1ons[ hecause each is: nroduct oF one of the main lines on the question
comnet:no at the ConPreus.

Tnere are areat dlfflculttes in contrastlno them. For a start, ‘their
relationshin,ias.séen hy their titles. thulﬂ ke, essentially the re11t10n—
ship of the nart to the whole. And this: is reflected to some extent, bv the
way.they-nroeeed. . The Democratic Plohts‘oectlon, which is hased on the
Reactlonarv Stratesy for Survival concent, does work essentiallv from an 3
analysis of the whole to the analvsis of the narts, and the Natidnal Minoritv "
Rights section, hased essentially on the strategic alliance concent, works
from-the nart - to the whole, The chF1cu1ty: of course, is that the parts - 4
towards which ' "Democratic Rights” works do not include what is exnressed in
"National Minority Rights" ; nor is the whole envisaped hy "National Minority
Rizhts” that expressed in "Demorratic Rights". More imnortant each analvsis
makes a number of assummtions, in the course of trving to exr'ain the facts
none of which are thoroughly explained and arcued. In each case .the assump-
tions - ‘tend not to contradict the aosumntlons of the other section directly
hecause thev are not working on the same ground, hut they certainly Jnvolvp

indirect contradictions. @

. From this there would apnear to he questions of 3 different ordérs.
1) HoU to.resolve the major Hlffcvence tetween them. 2) How to. .test-the
assumntlons made in each sPctlon aﬁd find out if thev are valid 3) How. to
apnroach the more Qpec1f1c conf'radw*tlone.=

In relaflon to 1) the connectlon shculi He notlced Between ‘these 2
sections and the contLadlctzonﬂ already noted in the earller nart of ‘the
document- -On a seneral level, "National: Winortcv Rights® does attemnt to
analyse’ the: reasons. why. nat1ona1 m1n0r1t1es are'1n a vsnpuard nosition.
"Democrat1c Rights™.on the other hand seems’ to glve strenpth to the strateay
of outrlnv eﬂpha51 on- Factorv work in that: it treats ‘the question of the
struqaic against rac15m a5 bart’ and parcel of a° nore fundamental strueale
of the whole of.the working neonle against fa501sn More narticularly,
"National V1nor1ty »iphts” relates to nrevious and subsequent sections on
the Yelsh, %cotclsh and. Irish: ‘questions whereas ' Memocratic Rights"” does
not take them into. account in 1te overall analysis of the:struggle for -
democratlc V1gqrs.'

v ﬂuestLon 2:is'a quest1on of’ 1nvpst1gat10n and analvsis - and it seems
‘that. the assumptions thrown up hy the two sections should be the main subject
;matter of.ithe theoretical and factual questions that conrades concerned w1th
3,develop1n ) nt1-rac1st work :should -investipate.

oh

“on nueatlon 3 th main @i ff1cu1tleq alone will. he no:nted out. They are
i) the ana1y51°'of raci sm ii) the irels “fonshin.between rac1sn and FanJSm
111) the . scvatngy for r sistance. ERAT

AAnaIVQ1 of racism

'Denocratlc Rlohts sectlon °avs fhn ‘aim of rac1sn 1s to d1v1de the
worklnp claqs \nara 64) aud that the most far s1ghted _séction. of the rul%no
class see the dav when racism w111 no ]onyer do..this (nara 65 nrecvs) “ There
is an inconsistency Between ‘these sections hut more importantly -thére .is a-
<clear differenco w1th "National: M1nor1tv Rl?bt% which savys the d1v181on
results from the onnression of: nat1ona1 riinhorities Apara 75) and thaf racism
which is a total ideologv hecoming FuTlv defined with’ 1nner1allsm d havine
a specific economic hase. (para: 7n) is’used to promote-and exacerbnte thls .
existing d1v191on (oara 75) . Tha' fun lamental dlfFerence is 'the view on’ t‘
sone-hand that racism is based:on a: fundamental h15tnx1c11 develonment end is
used to nernecud*p an existing division and the view on the other that it is
a method used to create a division. The ramifications are widespread,
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Relationshin bﬁtweenbtaeism.and.fascismq

"'Democratlc ?1?hts -gection. says that racism is the main weanon to pre-
scism. (nara 67) whereas "National Minority Rights" says the. deve—
‘tate racism is linked with the ‘develonmerit of fascism (nara 76y,

S A dlfference between :whether. we_must Fight racism heaauseA1t
] asc1sm, or because it onnresses natienal m1nor1t1es,>recocnlstnp
that faec1sﬁ 1s .both a reésult of racism's development, among other thlnps,
and- that fas ism - 1s»ﬂvneans by which racist. oprression hecomes more Jntense.

Strate?y for r931stance

. B S
"Democratlc R*ghts poses the ana1v51s ?eactlonarv Strateey for
gurv1va1 leads to mass resistance, which leads to erosion of civil r:phts of

black and white workers and therefore we must play active part in. mass. re51s—
tance. (para 677, Nﬂtlonal Minority Rlphts” noses ana1v51q National Mlnorltles
are- already Flchtlnp hack (para 73).. We should work toward revolut1onarv
alliance (para 74) drawing the worklnq class into. strungle for nat10na1 mtno—
rities. rights.and in sunport oF thp Flﬂht of natlonal minorities:  -wi--

Thpse 2 11nes derlve fron dlffer;no ana]vqas of imperialism and the

:subsequent develonment of racxsm.

Analy51n the docunnnt in this. vay indicates ‘a- large amount of confuslon
and 1ncon51stancy ‘'within it. It is essential that detailed work he dene to
1nvest1gate the concrete. historical and nresent facts on which the various
confllctlnp assumpticns are hased. Snecific statements and arguments Whlch
contradlct one another must be 1solqted and their meanine spelt out thoroughlv
in. order to dlscover to what extent they are reconciahle and to what extent
rthey renresent n051t10ns which cannot stand together. Above all- the two; na1or
"lines renre%ented in’ the document must be develoned and clar1F19d so that a
ur1c1n1ed struggle Hay be conducted over cledr lines of demarcatlon .No #
;theoretlcal clarity. concrete leadershin nor practical suidance .for work .can
‘be glven hv. a -vague and onnortunlst ccmprom19e. The . questlon is of the utmost
1mportanceq because different positions on the meaning of 1mner1a11sm are

_”-reflected in .the, docunent and a. fallure to develop a correct nos1t10n oh this

uld reverse the propress which the 7nd Congress undoubtedly. renresents.
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EXTRACTS FROM RCL PROGRAMMATIC DOCUMENT PASSED AT 2ND' CONGRESS:- JULY 1981

Defend and Extend Democratic Rights.

62. The ‘struggle to defend and extend democratic righ*s'1s a great school
in which participation of communists is-aimed at exposing the bourgeois
state as a repressive organ on which the power of the ruling class of mono-
poly capitalists is based. Communists support reférms which aid the struggle
of the ‘working clasg and doubly oppressed national minorities. Our chief
responsibility is to éxpose the facade of parliamentarism and bourgeois
legality behind which the whole, coercive machinery of ‘the bourgeois state
apparatus hides, Communists defend bourgeois democracy against trends and .
moves toward bourgeois fascism. h i

63. At the present time, theére is a growing resurgence of great nation’
chauvinism in its most reactionary form - fascist terror. This is.a direct.
préduct of British imperialism’s reactionary strategy for survival where
the main trend is preparation for-fascism, . .

64, Cns law after another has been'rushed through Parliament, restricting
and removing basic democratic and trade union rights: The monopoly capital-

ists class is attempting to outlaw or rerder. ineffective all the tried and
tested methods of economic struggle developped by the working class over the
years. A vital aspect of British imperialism's reactionary strategy for !
survival is the promotion of fascist ideology and organization, of whichi .
fascist terror against the black and Asian communities is the essential
outcome. ‘The monopoly capitalist class promotes fascist ideology in the
hope that white workers will turn a blind. eye to intensifying state racism
‘and fdil- to see that the systematic stvengthening of -the state machine is
aimed at‘crushing the struggles of all working people: -The fundamental aim
of racist cypression is.to.divide the working class, set white people:  ;
‘against black people and underminc the resistaqce’of‘wbrkingupeoplg‘éven,

further to magz unamployment, attacks on living standards, education, health

and weifare services, democratic and trade union rights. This will énable
the bourgecisie to cuper—exploit the black.and Asian people even further.
and “thus intei

‘Working:people want’to defend themsezlves against this onslaught, but find
themselves seriously divided by imperialist ideology, particularly racism,
and therefore open to manipulation and demobilization. by the opportunist
misleaders. T T ' g -

65, Working people will not indefinitely accept the systematic reduction
in’ their relative standard of living. Th2 spontaneous fightback of working
people against the onslaught of the monopoly capitalist class is constantly
developing. The most far-sighted section of the monopoly capitalist class
sees the day (and is systematically strengthening the state machine in .
preparation for it) when racism a0 longer succeeds in effectively splitting
the fighting unity of the working class, when parliamentary méthods no
longer work im forecing the burden of the crisis onto the backs of working
people, when control of the trade unions by law and the misle~dership of
the opportunizis fails to restrict and dive: 't the worizers' fightback. At
this point, the menopoly capitalist class will attemp: to bring in Fascism,
As the British imperialist state imposed fesaist rule on the colonies in
order to extract superpr-iits and to suppress their resistance, so it will
attempt to impose fascism at ‘home in a last désperate bid to maintain imp-
erialist rule and thus defend the economic interests cf the monopoly
capitalist class, '

66. The racist ideology of black inferioxi:y and white supremacy is

1§55y the rate of exploitation of the working class as a whole:’

LT

w



=25 =

consistently anad relentlesely being. spread through the capitalist mass medla.
In this climnte of growing race hatred and 1nten51fy1ng state rac1sm, the.
open fascist orgd1lzat10n" are promoted by the monopoly capitalist ¢lass
and. defended by the 1r3er1a113t state, They are free to mobilize the most
backward elemonts of. soclety in order to carry out their reactionary tasks :
laid dovn by. their political masters;- the wide ~read dissemination of
fascist propaganda to prepareepublic opinion for fascist dictatorship, the
bulldlnc of a social base for fascist and the organlsatlon of secret terror
gangs to terrorise the black and Asian communities. Experience in other
countrlrs shows thlu protective relationchip between the state and the .
fascist organizatiors to be standard irperialist practice, where fascist
groups carry out terror campaigns, includlng operating murder squads, which.’
the monouoly capitalist class ‘does not wich the state's forces to be seen
undertaying..

67.. Rac1sm is the main weapon to preparo the way for fascism and to Justi=-
fy the use of fascist measures such as the 1971 Immigration Act. The mono- ..
poly cagltallsts' reactionary campaign against the national minorities has..
inevitably led to spontaneous mass re31stance on the streets and thus pro-.
v1ded the political justification for:bringing in more repressive laws and
nore: far-reaching. powvers for the forees of the state thus systematlcally ‘
undermlﬁlng the traditional civil rlghtu associated w1th parllamentary
demoeracy. ‘These - powers will be used against all worklng people,. black and
whlte,‘"h n'they fight back against the onslaught. The 31gn1f1cance for’
revoxutlonary cormu-ists of this analysis of the tactics of the fnonop 1y -
capitalists' reacticaary strategy for survival is not to be mere onlookers
but to play an actives part in thes mass resistance’ and struggle to give it'
guidance and direction towards unity and organization. R

. 68, The ruling class is systematically serenqthenlng the state machine as’
‘part of 1ts preparatlons for fascism. The war in northern Ireland is. pro-. -

viding the main training ground to prepare the army for its domestic role,..
The powers of the army and police are being extended, théir numbers in- .- ...
creased,, and special training and equipment provided. The police are being
1ncrea31ng1y used to combat "industrial unrest” and political "subversion'
rather Lhan fight crime. To this end the police are developiing specially
tralned units ~ SPGs and tactical fitearms units, They are effectively a.
para-mllltarv force. In addltlon, a’ specially trained riot police, the -
Police Support Units, has been formed which can be ‘mobilized on a national
or local basis. Under the Special Powers Acts, the atate now has the powers
without reference to parliament and the tried and tested machinery for
1aunch1no a military coup. ‘

,69: WhLlst SLpportlng the struggle to defend and extend democratic rights,

qcommun*sts must. be prepared for any moves by the bourgeois state to out-
law the activities of revolutlonary parties: In the final. analysis, a

Qenunlnely revolutlonary party is illegal and must, therefore, be prepared

" to carry on its activities secretly. However, ‘the right to .free associa-

tion ex:stlnb under bourge01s democracy gives more favourable conditions

.for or"anlzlng.l

The Rights of National Minorities

70 Racism 1s ‘a total 1deology originating in ‘the slave trade of develop-

: plnp cam1tallsm and only becoming fully defined with the development .of .
:cap1tallsm into imperialism., Imperialism oppresses and super—exploits the.
nations .and peoples of ‘the Third World and theories 6f racial inferiority

were deve10ped in the“late 19th century to justify :the wholesale colonial -
enslavement of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America. The economic.
basis to racist ideology continues to be national oppression by imperialism,
although principally by neo-colonial means.
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71. " The opp¥ession:of national minorities is a marked feature of British .

imperialiSE“SGCietyitodéyffThe.oppressed national minorities in Britain are
mainly, but ndt ‘exclusively, from the ex~colonies of British imperialism.
72, .. The oppression of ‘thesé national minorities is derived from the imperi<
alist exploitation and oppréssion of the nations from which they have coite |+’
It takesthe form .of super-exploitation, viclence, disctimination and the '
denial of their right to develop their national languages and cultures, '
Racist jdeology was created by imperialism, and is particularly directed - i
against the black and Asian communities in the most vicious and acute form,
Coming:from the Third World, which.is the main force against imperialism,
black .and: :

Asian people are in the vanguard of the fight against imperialism
in Britain, = .
73, The national minorities are increasingly fighting back against their
oppression.. This increases their awareness of their national identities.
Organizations of specific national minorities are taking the.lead in the -
struggle, but unity 'is developing between different national minorities and
between the national minorities and. the working class of the national
majority. ' ' TS

74, “The’ continuation of British imperialist rule depende on both national
oppression and the exploitation of the working class.' A revolutionary alli-
ance between the working class and national minority peoples, with the. unity
of the working class as its core is essential to overthrow the imperialist
bourgeocisie. To help to forge this alliance, Communists must fight for the
full-democratic rights of the national minorities and for the -abolition of
all national oppression and ‘inequality. The full demoecratic rights of the

national minorities must include the right to develop their own languages
and cultures, " : i _

75.  The -oppression of .national minorities results in one of the most danger-
ous divisions within the working class and working perple, This division is
promoted and exacerbatad by the use of racism by the monovoly ‘capitalist’
ruling class through the state and the media. This division can only be éver-
come by .drawing the working class into the struggle for the democratic rights
of national minorities, We completely condemn all immir-ation laws which are
a racist attack on national minority people, and ‘support all struggle against
deportation and the division of families. We thoroughly and unconditionally
support the black people's fight against police harassment and brutality, *

76. The development of state rdcism is intrinsically linked with the dever
lopment of fascism. On the one hand, the state introduces such measures .as -
the Immigration Laws and Prevention of Terrorism Act, on the other, the
monopoly capitalist class promotes and defends open fascist organizations,
which terrerise national minority communities. Both these means are used ‘to
prepare for. the time when the monopoly capitalist class will need to prolong
its rule through fascism, The struggle against national minority oppression
is ugeless unless it is linked to the struggle against both these tendancies,

77. National minority people in Britain are of diffetrent classes, but the
majority are workers. Because of their super-exploitation and their specific
national oppression, they are among the foremost fighters for the.rights of
the working class against the attacks of capital. . T -

78. 1It.is essential to.build a multi-national Communist party in order to
build working class unity and the alliance between the working class and’ the
national minorities., Only thus can the struggle against the imperialististate
be: carried throughfto'the'end{:Itvis.thpjefore essential to unite communists
from the national minorities and the national majority into a single
Communist Party. MR R L=
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