Puerto Rico and for
ation of the

THe HavanA CONFERENCE

Since the PRSC has openly’
endorsed all the resolutions
and actions that came from the
"International Conference in
Solidarity with Independence
for Puerto Rico" held in Havana,
Cuba, in September of 1975, it
is important to understand what
went on there.

In order to understand the
‘significance of the Havana Con-
ference, *+ is necessary to un-
derstand ..ae role of the U.S.S.R.
in organizing the conference.
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Further, it is necessary to
derstand the role of Soviet &
nomic and political penetratid
in Latin America.

©  The rapid growth of the
U.S.S.R. smlemthe
of Latin American countries is
reflected on several levels. Tt
is_clea.r fram its role in the

its dealings with separate
Iatin American countries, the
U.S.S.R. has also revealed its
intentions. For the first time,
in 1975, the U.S.S.R. sold
heavy ground military hardware
to Latin American countries. .
Its penetration into the nation-
al econamies of ILatin American
countries has primarily taken
the formof investment in joint
construction in the publi¢ sec-
tor. In countries like Brazil,
it has registered a huge trade
deficit from year to year in
order to make national econamies
of these countries dependent on
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has persistently
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such cther fronts as the
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In Puerto Rico, PSP with it$
sectarian politics prevented
participation in the conference
by the Partido Socialista Revyo-
lucionario (PSR-ML). None of
the other major independista
groups such as the Puerto Rican
Independence Party, the Nation-
alist Party, the Socialist
league or PSR took part in the
preparations Comittee for the
conference. In fact, if not in
word, the basis for participa-
tion became not support for in-
dependence for Puerto Rico, but
rather agreement with the poli-
tics of detente.
In the U.S., a number of
rganizations such as the Puerto
2 Revolutlonary Workers
ization were excluded
icipation in the
for the confer-

tlonal level,
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The U.N. ResoLution

The PRSC has taken a stand
in support of the U.N. Decolo-
nization Conmittee resolution
on Puerto Rico. This resolutlon,
which was sponsored by the
_ stated that:
1) Puerto Rico is a colony; 2)
Puerto Rico has the right to
‘independence; and 3) that PSP
is the legitimate representa-
tive of the Puerto Rican people
and should be granted observer
status. By linking support for
Puerto Rican independence to
the recognition of the PSP,

is resolution created a split
ationally over the ques-—
The resolution narrowed
of support for Puerto
e dence to those

role as Executive

of the MOU is not eve
tionned while the artic
tally credits Pedro Grant
with founding, organizing a
leading the MOU.

Why is this?

It is because Grant is a
leader of the PSP and Cintron
is not in the PSP at all. Fur-
ther, it results from Cintron's
trenchant criticism of the PSP.
Again PRSC tailed behind PSP -
which initially did not support
Cintron's defense calling the
repression against Cintron an
attempt to divert attention away
fram PSP. PRSC must take respon-—
sibility for its unilateral sup—
port of PSP which in this case
became a prop for colonial re-

pression.
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izations (e.g. trade unions)
and eventually to strike-

ing. It is also necessary
goint out that under condi-

. facing the working c¥
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| objective development of
ialism, decaying capitalism.
At a time when the ruling cla

| is mﬂg@iﬂ promoting
| illusions "dau:)cracy'_',
.~ trying to prop up its credi- __
bility, it is our task to ° and tact il
| umask this "American Democracy", "Camumist™
system of monopoly capitalism.
These are crucial times. For
PRSC to haze over the char-
acteristics of U.S. imper-
ialism is, in fact, to aid
and abet the drive toward

to the criticism, the'@@e
ers at Hostos, Professory
Ramon Jimenez and Leopolda™

Rivera organized a goon squad

fascism and imperialist war. of some twenty people—
Tue Puerto Rican SociALisT mostly members of PSP and its
PARTY student wing, FUSP, -and physi-

cally attacked the two leaflet—
It is not possible here to tors

poresent a comprehensive criti-
- of the opportunism of the:
g Political Theses or'its
The view of MLIP is
cts as a cover for
of Soviet social-

two leafleters were "attacking
the students" rather than PSP
or the CPUSA, e Rivera al-
ledged that the leafleting was
"the work of the CIA".

" With all of PSP's posturing
at being "un-sectarian", it
behaves in the most vicious
sectarian manner imaginable.

successful, talking back to a white man,

tions in a given stats
| must be organized in &
single, indivisible pro-
|

that they dare not strike out for liberation.

letarian collective."

(Stalin, Marxism and the
National Question, Pro—
letarian Publishers,
p.106.) :
Historical experience also
proves that the national di-
vision of the worker's party
inevitably léads to division
of the other workers' organ—

ters. Jimenez told them that the

Such “leaders” of the Negro people as Walter White, secretary
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (N.A.A.C.P.), and such “friends” of the Negro people as
the upper class “educated” (as W. E. B. DuBois calls them)
whites in the Interracial Commission have ascribed the savagery
and brutality of lynching to the drabness of Southern life, to the
desire for amusement and entertainment by “poor whites who
have no radios and do not go to movies.” This is but a dastardly
evasion of the real cause of lynching and the desertion of the nght
against lynching. It is the traditional policy of these ‘“race leaders?
and their white friends to preserve the present system of capital-
ism, with its segregation and lynching, by making the Negro
workers and poor farmers believe that white workers are their
enemies, and the “educated” white men (the bosses) their friends.

Brutality and savagery mark all lynchings. Young and old,
male and female, have been tortured by fire; a pregnant colored
woman ‘was hanged by the ankles and her unborn child ripped
from her abdomen. This ruling class savagery has a purpose: to
strike terror into the hearts of the oppressed Negro people so

What is the Real Cause and Purpose of Lynching?

Every lynching, every degratation, every social persecution and
proscription, every Jim.Crow humiliation, which the Negro masses
suffer in this country is the result of the fact that the Negro
millions are in the position of an oppressed nationality. They are
subjected to a more intense, a fiercer exploitation on the land
and in the factories. While the white workers are miserably ex-
ploited by the capitalist robbers, the Ni egro workers are especially
exploited and persecuted. They are super-exploited. They are

The PRSC, by acting as a
"liaison" for PSP to the U.S.
left, must also take responsi-
bility for such actions.

Does PRSC Buib SoLIDARITY?

The answer to this question
is a simple NO. In order for
solidarity with the independence
movement of Puerto Rico to be
successfully built in the U.S.,
that solidarity must be-based

“on proletarian internationalism.

We live in the era of imperial-

sm, when the only class in
perialist countries which has

istent interest in the
of oppressed nations

king class. We live

imperialism,

ip of the

workers movel
have been of a
ist character. In
accomplish these @i
tasks, the workers' move
needs its own leaders, it"
a revolutionary Marxist-Lenitfs
party to give the movement con-

LYNCHING ... (continued)

Negro masses with even greater intensity than they rob the white
workers. Other lynchings result from the refusal of a militant
Negro worker or peasant to submit to every kind of social abuse
and persecution. The lynchers themselves have admitted as some
of the reasons for lynching, the following: trying to vote, accusing
a white man of stealing, testifying against White men, being too
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scious direction. Without such
a party, the workers' movement
cannot fulfill the tasks that
history has laid upon it, the
internationalist tasks of
support for national libera-
tion movements like that in
Puerto Rico, and the task of
overthrowing U.S. imperialism
at home. . =
Today, the situation of the
workers' movement has been com-
plicated even nore by the dan-
gers of domestic fascism in
the U.S. and the threat of imp-
erialist war between U.S. imper-
ialism and Soviet social-Imper-
The responsibilities of
the revolutionary movement in
the U.S. are heavy. They permit
no vacillation or hedging.
Our movement mist act decisive-
1y to break with opportunism in
order to build a vanguard comm-
unist party; a party to lead
the workers and oppressed nations
of the U.S. toward liberation ~
and socialist revolution.

O AND THE TASKS OF
—| ENINISTS

eninist move-

given the dirtiest jobs, the longest hours; and the least pay. They
are the last to be hired and the first to be fired. They must work
under the foulest conditions. Tt is an absolutely undeniable fact
that today, nearly 70 years after they were supposed to be “freed,”
the Negro masses are in slavery, producing super-profits for their
capitalist landlords and bosses.

Concentrated on the land in the Black Belt, more than three-

quarters of the nine and a half million Negroes in the South live
in indescribable poverty, crushed by debts and starvation. Every
year, after the “settlement” with the landlord, hundreds of thou-
sands of Negro croppers, penniless and owning no land, find that
they are toiling hopelessly in peonage, chained to the landlord
by debts which no toil can wipe out. . .

The only way that the capitalist class can preserve this extra
exploitation of the Negro masses is to keep them an isolated, de-
graded group, subject to special persecution. For this they have
created a hideous system of social persecution and Jim Crow
»segregation against the Negro masses, forcing them to live in
squalid Jim Crow ghettoes. They teach the white workers and
their children that whites are “superior” to Negroes. This is the
typical method used by a powerful capitalist country to drive a
wedge between “its own” workers and the workers of the
oppressed nation. This serves a double purpose. It cripples the
resistance of the oppressed nationality by isolating it. And it
blinds the “superior” workers to the fact that they are being
robbed by the same capitalists as the “inferior’ workers.

"Here we come to the true origin and purpose of lynching. It is

with the aid of such methods as lynching, terrorism and violence

that this whole system of national oppression, super-exploitation
and social persecution can be enforced. And the greatest victory
for the capitalist rulers is to get white workers to be the agents
of their campaign of tefrorism. Lynchings defend profits! Lynch-
ings are a warning to the Negro toilers. Lynehing is one of the
weapons with which the white ruling class enforces its national
oppression of the Negro people, and tries to maintain division
between the white workers and the Negro toilers.

(PART TWO: see next issue of UNITE!)




