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Maoist Internationalist Movement

Founding documents

In the fall of 1983, the MIM (then called RIM) had its equivalent of a
founding congress. All members participated in putting together three
documents. The documents became the first official literature of the
arganization.

Since that time MIM has had no national congress. The group has
delegated responsibilities for various day-to-day activities to individual
comrades in unofficial capacities, Outside of what is in the founding
documents and the MIM Theory issues that have received a majority vote
through the mail, no comrade is permitted to speak for the group.

The original documents name MIM as a ‘revolutionary communist pre-
party,” “struggling to find the line that must lead revolution.” Seeing no
way around Lenin's contributions regarding a vanguard party, the
documents state MIM “will either join or form a party with the necessarv
political and ideological line to lead revolution.”

"Manifesto on the International Situation and
Revolution™

[This document reflected the desire of MIM members to take stands
regarding the "cardinal® questions, such as the nature of the Soviet Union
and China and how revolution could come about in the United States. Also,
the second halfl of the document reflects something of the local debate in
Cambridge that MIM emerged out of,

Since the time this document came out. MIM has changed its official line
from trying to prevent WWIII to Irying to end the current WWII1.

Readers should remember that RIM was MIM's previous name—ed,, 7/87]

The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM) is a revaly ticnary
communist pre-party,

Revalution is possible in the US, within a few years as seen in the examples of
countries that were relatively stable until war brought revolution. World War 1. for
instance gave Lenin and Lhe Bolsheviks the opporiunily Lo zeize Lthe siate in Russiz
The old ruling group could no longer rule, primarily because it could not musiler
supporl lor a losing war effort. Likewise, in China during World War 1, the war af
liberation against the Japanese gave Mao and the Chinese Communist Party Lhe
chance to grasp the reins of state power.

The US. today is headed for war, Building the military atl a record -breaking rate
for peace-time, the US. already has sulficient quantities of nuclear arms to vaporize
the world pepulation several times. Also, Lhe war-makers are producing ever more
deadly weapons, including the MX missile and neutron bomb. Every cpportunity it
gels, the US. government acclimates jts peaple to the idea aof war while building up
lor war in a2 material sense.



(RIM)} is nol in favor of war However, the (RIM] recognizes thatl onlv socialist
revolution can end Lhe current imperialist-instigated wars in Southern Africa, El
Salvador, Nicaragua. Fritrea and Afghanistan among others and prevent an
imperialist WWIIl, [n the profit-run economies of the US., USSR, China, Japan,
England, France and ltaly lor instance, there is overproduciion. or more generally,
Lthe anarchy of capitalist production. Both the USs. and Soviet gocial-imperialists are
called imperialists because they are forced to com pele for control of Lhe weorld sooner
or later. With the largest economies within their respeciive blocs, the U S, and
USSR, lead their imperialist and sub-imperialist partners in strategies to export
capital Ultimately, the rival imperialist camps support only those gavernments that
import capital in the form of loans, labor coniracts, means of production. weapons ar
consumer goods. Both the U5 bloc and the Soviet bloc must expand, through war if
necesgary, in order lo invest ever growing quantities of capital and retrieve a profit
This is why Lthe US. iz not just preparing for war, but driven towards war

L15. imperialism, war and repression curse most of the world in one way or
another, but the US. cannot always keep control in the face of ever tougher Soviel
rivals and ever more determined revolutionary slruggles for liberation. Vietnam,
for example, was a costly war for US. imperialism that by itzell started to zhake Lhe
LS. in the 1960s.

Mow that the US and USSR are contending for control of the whaole world, the
chances lor revolution to overthrow all imperialism are much betlter than in Lhe
19603,

Should revolution fail to stop the current US. war as it intensifies, the
consequences would be conventional war on a scale nol yvel seen, ar possibly, nuclear
war. From the study of history, a highly organized revolutionary parly must find the
path most likely to produce a successful revolution not a lost opportumity and W W [I[

Anti-imperialism and anti-militarism are the lwo most importantl political
principles of the (RIM). Internalionalism is the most important ideclogical principle
or vision of the (RIM). Strategically, these principles mean that the (RIM) is
dedicated Lo leading siruggles in this countiry toward Lhe weakening and eventual
defeat of the US. state. Never will the (RIM) ally itself with the US. ruling class, As
the LLS. calls for ever greater wars, the (RIM} will stand with Lthe people
inlernationally and work lor revolution Lo prevent further war.

Delealing the American siate does nol mean cheerleading for every so-called
Third World liberation struggle. However, (RIM) is not vague aboul the importance
ol the struggles in the Middle Easi, Central America and Southern Africa al Lhe
momenl. The combinaiion of liberation movements and Soviet com petition in these
regions makes [or a situation that compels the US, to war most urgently. Concretely,
(RIM]) leallets and discussions must detail all US. altacks on Lthe people of the world.
Through Lhis exposure, people who seek justice in ridding the world of A merican
imperialism will rally 1o our cause.

Furthermore, the US. wars must be exposed to demonsirate the oppariunity. that
will arise as the US. is defeated in wars across the globe, That opportunity will allow
the [RIM) to offer ils vision of government—of an end Lo the wars—and Lo lead Lhe
soldiers sick ol lighting unjust wars, the prolelariat that never had an interest in
capitalism and everyone else whose life is ruined by war. In sum, the (RIM) is
needed to inform Lhe people of the nature of the U.S.'s war around the world and 1o
provide a strategy to get out of the war by tackling imperialism by itz roats

All this differs from Trotskyism in a number of wavs, First, US. imperialism with
ilts modern lechnology is not good for the people. The export ol capital does not lead
to development of so-called Third World countries, rather a drainage of their
resources. Indeed, profits are so high because labor is 2o heavily exploited. Of the
Soviel Union under Lenin's and later Stalin's leadership, Trolsky said, "the most
modern achievemenl of American technique transplanted into all branches of
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economic lll!'e-r.hl} indeed would be the [irst stage of socialism." US imperialism is
no more progressive in South Africa, despite all jis lechnical aid, than the rape of
Afghani women by Soviel troops.

Secondly, Lhis slavish worship of loreign technology, sur passed only by that of
the current leadership in China, |s rooted in Trotsky's belittling of Lhe peasantry.
According to him, "many sections af Lhe working masses, particularly in the
couniryside will be drawn into the revolution and become politically organized anly
alter the advance-guard of the revolution, the urban proletariat slands at the helm of
the state, . . . nothing remains for the peasaniry lo do bul to rally Lo the regime of Lhe
workers' democracy. [t will not matier much even il the peasaniry does this with a
degree of consciousness no larger than that with which it usually rallies to Lhe
bourgeois regime.” Characteristically, Trotsky advocated wiailing for the proletariat
Lo industrialize all of sociely. Rather than push for the collectivization of Soviet
peasani agriculture, he wished for a socialism of the proletariat alone. According la
Trotsky, the peasaniry was oo incapable to undersiand modern production
organization. He discounted the potential af the peasantiry in building socialism and
making revolution and expected the proletariatl o impose militarized labor on the
peasaniry as "the basis of socialism® or fight a civil war against the peasantiry.

Thirdly, Trotskyists expect predominantly peasani countries—El Salvador, [or
instance—to await Western proletarian liberation befare they attempl to build up
socialism. When Stalin lead the Soviel Communist Party (o light lor socialism in a
predominantly peazant country, Trotsky promissed o overthrow Stalin in the next
war-=World War 1I. As far as Trotsky was concerned an alliance with Hitler against
Stalin's soctalist Soviet Union was perfectly acceptable since the fascists and Soviels
were "sYymmelrical phenomena” with a ‘deadly similarily in many of their features”
Trotsky clearly referred Lo Hitler and Mussolini when he said. “Lhe revolutionary
cenlre ol gravity has shilted definitely to the West"

Luckily, in the East, Mao Zedong did not listen to Trotsky, Even though he did not
have Lhe lechnology of the Japanese imperialists or the Guomindang, he deleated
bolh by channeling the force of hundreds of millions of peasants into a direction
under ihe leadership of the proletarian line. He did not wait for the proletarial Lo
grow [rom ils inlinitesimal size in China to make revolulion and defeat imperialism

[n faci. Mao and the so-called "gang of four” led the Cultural Revelution in which
the line of waiting for experis and technicians to build socialism was crushed, Mao
£aW Lhal il men like Liu Shaogql and Deng Xiaoping had state power they would
promote economism so thal workers would nol concern themselves wilh Lhe siate
while it was stolen from them; adopt a commandist line and lord over the supposedly
Siupid masses and squeich the polential of the masses to build socialism. This is just as
their counterparts Khruschev, Brezhnev and Andropov have done in the Sovietl
Union. To avoid a Soviel-siyle restoration of capitalism, Mao and Lhe "gang of lour"”
launched the Great Proletarian Cultural Revaolution against the high-ranking party
officials on the capitalist-road. Relying on high school and college youlh in the Red
Guard movemeni, Mao initiated and spread the Cultural Revolution nation-wide. The
GPCR offers the world the most advanced lessons available in fighting economism,
workerism, commandism and the line of experts in control. O his lifelime
accomplishments. Mao said his most imporiant were “Driving Japanese imperialism
out of China and overthrowing Chiang Kai-shek, on the one hand, and, on Lhe oLher,
carrying through the GPCR." That Mao saw the GPCR as so imporiant shows
that proletarian conirol of the state is the first and foremost objective of advancing
the revolution and preventling regression to the ald and oppressive ways of life

Class struggle, especially revolutions, drive history forward. Class relations are
and always have been characlerized by class siruggle. The decisive and most
imporiant aspect of class relations is the siruggle lor control of the state. This is part
of what Mao means by "ideological and political line is decisive in everything.”



What all revisionism has in common is the replacement of Lthe decisiveness of
class struggle with that of things and technology. Accordingly, in both Soviet and
Chinese society experis in production and technology are accorded the highest
positions. Revisionism—for example, the theory by which the productive lorces are
the maost revolutionary element of society—in the hands of the lop ranking people in
Lhe party amounls Lo a class struggle of the bourgeoisie against Lthe proletarial.

That is to say thal revisionist pariy oflicials, if they succeed, Ltake control of the state
and establish social-imperialism. Then, the class siruggle of the proletariat against
Lhe bourgecisie is no longer Imporiant in determining how the #COMOomY 15 arranged.
_]l._::!. 2s in the capitalist economies, anything that increases production—bigger wage
differentials, the establishment of a larger and more anli-proletarian lechnical elite
and the reduction of opportunities for the broad masses—becomes imperative. Profil
criteria are resiored and production becomes Lolally lied to the siruggle of the
bourgeoisie againsi the proletariat,. However, with Lhe restoration of the anarchy of
production, social-imperialism's days are numbered,

Meither before nor alter the revolution will the (RIM) wait lor class relationz io
change. The (RIM) will not even wait for the proletariat itself,
"Workerism"-worship of the workers whatever they do—and “economism"=waiting
for economic conditions to dish up revolutionaries on the silver platter, especially
through wage siruggles—are nol only nol ways of advancing the revolutionary line
now, they are also good ways Lo blow a revolutionary oppociunity.

The US. imperialists will not fall at the will of the (RIM). Still, by exposing every
atrocily against the exploited and war-siricken people, (RIM) hastens the time when
Lthe (mperialists will nol be able Lo rule and brings closer the opporiunily Lo eize
state power [rom those driven Lo nuclear war by Lthe loglc of capitalism.

RADACADS History

[{Many people ask where MIM comes f[rom. They often assume that MIM is z
splinter from another group. Actually, MIM's founding members were all too
young 1o have politically experienced the '60s and early 70s. They evaluated
existing groups by working with them, found them lacking and simply [ormed
a new group in the '80s.

RADACADS at Harvard U. provided a core of people who themselves were
involved in many other groups in the area, especially the Peace Alliance
and the South Africa Solidarity Committee, RADACADS formed in order to
fight a common line in these groups that opposed aggressive educational
work as “alienating”—ed., 7/87.]

Who are wev?

We are part of the revolutionary internationalist movement, Organizationally, the
EADACADS ariginated ocul of anti-apartheid, anti-nuke, Salvadaran salidarily and
inti-racisl moveme~ls. The besit way Lo Kknow who we are js to look at Lthe work we
have done. The RADACADS' line is best described in an essay on the “International
Situation and Revolution.”

Spring ‘B2
Led the movement 1o stop Harvard's attempt 1o end its ban on bank loans to South Aflricz
Rally 125 people 1o demand an open meeling on South Alrica that was atlended by 300

RADACADS formed



Pelition for Dennis Brutus circulated glarling at his K-School talk.

Summer ‘82

“Resisting the Drafl” with Ben Sasway, the first indicled draft resister. Speakers from
B.AARD. and Mass Open Resistance. 50 people. National press,

Dennis Brutus al class reunion,

Protest for Dennis Brutus in front of Derek Bok's office. 20 people. Front page
Crimsomn.

Dennis Brutus, Michael Useem, "Racism and War, War and the Draf" 75 people. Bay
State Banner.

Fall ‘82
Movie "Attica® with Federation for Progress and Amandla 600 attend,

Marx study group

Heckled ex-Black Panther sell-out to the Moonies, Eldridge Cleaver. 10 people.
Crimson,

."3-3

Disruption of KKK recruiting film "Birth of a Mation.” 12 people in INCAR conlingent,

Heckling of Jerry Falwell, Moral Majority president. 10 people. Fronl page Crimson.
Also in conjunction with INCAR.

Mart study group.
Howard Zinn, William Freund. “South Africa® 30 people.

Dennis Brutus, Muhammad Kenvatta, William Freund, Brad Mank. “Apartheid
Divestilure and Deportation.” 125 people, Boston TV

Neam Chomsky, with other groups at Public School of Health. "Update Mid-East.” 200
peaple,

Initiated protest against South Africa investments,
Built "Open Meetling on South Africa” with other anti-apartheid groups. Crimson.
Poetry reading with Dennis Brutus. 125 people,

Revolution Film Series:
"Hearts and Minds" on Vietnam. 1253 attendance
“Discarded People” on South Africa. Public and student government: 150.
“Eritrean lLiberation.” Attendance 20,
"Paris” '68 revolution attempt. 50 people,
"Reds" 500 people.
Speakers from Lhe Revolutionary Communist Youth Brigade,

May 15t rally. RCP led,

¢y



Most of all, the RADACADS set up tables to pass oul leallels and distribule booke
We are the edilors, publishers and partial authors of "Harvard and South Alrica” We
are also completely responsible for “South Africa and the Uniled States” and the “US
and Lebanon.” Our research uncovered Harvard's South African investments in
companies that have nol even signed the Sullivan Prin:iples-mnlrar}r lo Harvard's
previously stated policy.

In the past. our members have altended rallies and put logelher many public
evenls. Some of these events include a forum with lwo Maoist Salvadoran guerrillas
attended by 200 and built in conjunction with the RCY.B. as was a forum on Marzism
and anarchism attended by 50.

Join, Finance and Work with the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement—Formerly RADACADS

The (RIM) directs ils energies into leaflets, book sales. films and speakers Lhat
change public opinion about the most important political topics of the dav, such as
Lebanon, Central America and Southern Africa. Creating public opinion—-changing
minds=—is important in itself, but many people ask, "where does it lead? What are Lhe
concrele benefits of such work?”

Some say that (RIM) should do charity work. Undoubtedly, a large impact of
changing people's minds is that various charities benefit from (RIM) work. People
who do not agree wilh (RIM) encugh o support (RIM) turn around and Eupport
various charities instead. Indeed, (RIM) has direcily aided the struggle of Dennis
Brutus againsi deportation [rom the US; (RIM) has raised money for legal defense of
prisoners in South Africa and raized money [or Salvadoran refugees here and for
Salvadorans in need of medical supplies in El Salvador, However, all this is done as a
subordinate aspect of our work Lo create public opinion. This wark gets done in
passing, as a by-product of our work, (RIM) believes that as a slrategy charily can
never provide more Lhan temporary and limited relief,

Those that agree with (RIM) about charity often say (RIM) should work 1o reform
various policies. Again, (RIM)'s work does exer! an influence on thase people who
only vole as their contribution Lo political life. For instance, someone who has heard
(RIM) expose US ties 1o apartheid is less likely to vole for candidates Lhat blatantly
support such ties. S5till, (RIM) sees that elections at this time only encourage people
to think that it is enough lo spend lwo minules in a voling boolh to end the world's
problems. [(RIM) recognizes that presidential campaigns, for example, involve
billions of dollars of media hype to convince people thal one vole for one capitalist
candidate will make a big difference. To vole in such an election is only 1o legitimize
the whole process. The capitalists will never give inyone the means Lo challenge
their interests through elecioral campaigns. Even il they did, they would dissolve
such an eleclion Lthrough military force as in Allende's Chile and instiall fascism

The same goes lor demonstrations. (RIM) influences peaple Lo go to
demonstrations and (RIM) has initialed several large demonsirations. However,
people who judge (RIM) by the number and size of ils demonsirations or ils
allendance al other demonstrations are in effect saying Lthat demonstrations will
reform the capitalist system. (RIM) supporis demonstirations by creating public
opinion and by attending demonsiralions Lo creale more public opinion.

In the end though, the lirst and most important imperative of (RIM) work is to
coniribute o the formation of a highly organized parly with an extremely clear
direction 10 lead revolution. [t would be nice i charily and reform could solve Lhe
world's problems, but (RIM) believes that the capitalist syslem is inlransigent and
inherently compelled toward imperialism, war and repression. Therefore, there



must be a proletiarian party prepared 10 lead the seizure of state power when Lhe
opporiunity arises. (See *(RIM) Manifesto on the International Situation and
Revolution.")

Ultimalely, “political and ideological line is decisive” in the formation al a party as
Mao would say. To have the unity necessary o lead a revolution, party or pre-party
members must struggle ceaselessly over questions of party line. Also
revolulionaries have the duly lo struggle to lind the best possible path to revolution.
There are many parties out there thai have a high degree of unity around a line that
is either non-revolutionary or conducive Lo blowing a revolulionary opporiunity

(RIM) sees its duty as struggling to find the line that must lead revalution. (RIM}
will either join or form a party with the necessarv political and ideological line io
lead revolution.

What do vou think?

Do you want to join?

Do you wanl o linance our elToris o create public opinion? Do you have a specilic
Issue or project in mind?

Do you want to work with (RIM) on some issues?

Correspond with (RIM). Take the initiativel Strike up a conversation. Do ¥ou have an
idea aboul a leaflet or broad-sheel? Send us your analysis,

Maoist [nternationalist Movement, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-
3576.

Subscribe 1o MIM Nﬂtes, unofficial anti-imperialist/ militarist/revizionisy
nawsletier, 30 an issue for as manyv issues as desired. Appears irregularly,
dpproXximately once a2 month. Free to prisoners.

also, MIM Theory, unofficial papers to build the program. line and theory of MIM.
Distributors vole on each paper as o whether il should become official literature of
Lthe organization. Same subscription palicy as MIM Motes,

Which group do belong in?

Do you know all the “lines?" Don't be a geographical opportunist (someone who
only knows about Lhe groups in his or her area). Send for a chart of groups la the
left of social democracy in the United States, complete with addresses, subscriplion
rates. ideological descriplion and comment by MIM comrade. Special chart for
prisoners on where lo obtain free literature. 40 cents or free Lo prisoners or Lhose
who take oul a subscription l'or a dollar or more,



Group seli-description

Comment

Group name | Address
I
Maoists :
Revolutionary
Communist PO Box 3486
Pary (RCP)

Revolutionary Workerd Claim to uphald Marxism-

Chicago, IL 60654
75 cenis/issua.

320/ vyear.
Lib
$2 for Declaration
RIM. (Ses Below.) —

Leninism Mao Zedong Thought
Beb Avakian, chairperson.

raitan Distributars
af PO Box 5341
= Chicago, IL 60680

This is the signatory
from the USA of (ke
RIM.

Chviously MIM's

neaarast “competitor.”

Revalutionary
Internationalist
Movemant

Sevaral pamljins
am seve

A World fo Wi

BCM

London WC1IN XX
LK

Has a declaration from 1984
that upholds the Cultural
Revolution and clgims to end
infermational copfusion since
1878,

Thigc?;uup has bean
a EE-‘* iMluence on the
RCP.

couniries) £5/magazine
Adelaide Anti- PO Box 88 Reissues RCP il
Imperialist Study Cowandilla 5033
Action Group
ALISTRALIA
Mazs Line Mass Line Publication )
i Maoist newspaper, Mot necessarily
Munirka Vi
i Large circutation. RIM parrots.
New Delhi 110087
MDA
ti io tg:
E T Stokely Carmichasl.
African People's | Burning Spear Currantly has free Huey
Sccialist Party PO EFm: 27205 ewlon campaign, Perhaps does not
Oakland, CA 94602 _ .
(APSP) Lists program in paper. pick up the gun at
(415} 589-882D
the moment,
.50 $10 subsecription
Prairie Fire Breakthrough Alsa John Brown Book Club
Organizing Comm, Box 14422 Supporis armed
San Francisco, CA Supports fiberation of struggle
94114 infarnal Black colony, naw.
BR/'d [ssues

ANM ARBOR, MI 48106-3576

FAIRA DISTRIBUTORS

PO BOX 3576

There is a lot of
divisions within
MIM has fallen victim to
that we are the §
organizing efforts
based.
Internationalist Movement b
name before today's Rev
Movement (composed of
started calling itself that.
information on the political
democracy in the United States.

Groups wishing to get
explain why.
information in the Jj

Even mo

Also,

the *“Left"
many times.
partacist League
in Cambridge, MA

re people confuse us

various qrou
spectrum

on or off the
any gruupgwishrng

confusion out there about the various
or “"Marxism-Leninism” that

Many people think

because of Spartacist
where we used to be

with the Flavniutiun&r:-.r

ecause that used to be our
olutionary Internationalist

Ps across the world)
This list is to give people

to the left of social

list should write and
to correct or update

st is encouraaed ta da =~



Group name , Address Self-description Comment

Mag]ﬂ!-fnflgguigﬂ:

Progressive Labor 2211 Church Ava, Was official Maoist Ullraleft supporters
HRm. 210 party in '80s, Broke of 516 in China.
Party (PLP) Brooklyn, NY 11228 n Mao shut down
(718} 282-8000 ad Guards in 1369 Mot a bad sacond
choica after MM
Sees China and USSR as
GPO Box 808 tale capitalist, Was about one-
Brooklyn, NY 11202 Supports sluden:- haif of SDS.
rker alliance with
PO Box 104 ndustrial worker base.
Deal Kent, CT 14565R Upholds Marx,
EMGLAND Lenin and Stalin,
: Works in .Jackson cam- | Considers USSR and
New Democratic 111 E. 25th St paign. Mil‘l‘l:ll’“}‘ af China socialist.
Mevemeant Baltimore, MD 21218 members are former
Communist Warkers Usad to fake more
(301) 366-07B8 work hr Parly (CWP) members. | Magist positions.
Branda Blom CWP is defunct,
Sociallst Polities 810 for 4 msups Indepandant Marcist
Circulation journal of theory,
2020 W. State St
Suite 188 J
Milwaukss, W1 5323
Irantan Student Anti-revisicnist.
Th h #Igﬁn Ennﬁ'ﬁﬁm Den't understand
laticn Throughou! x® en’'l unders
AR g Austin, TX 78712 their disagreemants
the U.S. (1.5.A) with Maa.
.75/issua
Eta”niﬂ- Oppesas Mag, Had somathing of an
Internaticnal Supports warking in internal coup d'etat,
Mew Intarnational Correspondencs Jackson campaign to _
Distributars PO Box 471, Ansonia Sta destrey Democratic Intarasting
NY, NY 10023 Party.
. A New World Rising building “international
ﬂ_t_tlﬂ‘ Box 33, 77 les 5L rauulu’r?anary Wild stuff, Many
Prolatarian Warrlors Providence, Rl 02906 nelworks” addrassas,

MIM, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 48106

THE MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM) IS A
COMMUNIST GROUP THAT UPHOLDS MAO AND THE CULTURAL

THE (MIM) STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTION 1S PREMISSED ON ANTI-
IMPERIALIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORR A ATNET

T Furr e ¥ e s e LR o TR L T —



Group name Address Self-description | Comment
Dengisis:
Leagua of Linify Upholds China today as Hard-working,

Revolutionary

PO Box 29293
Qakland, CA 94504
A0 F38 months

socialist. Has blown with
the wind thers. Uphalds
Threa Worlds Thaary.

opportunist, Woaorked in
an anti-dralt group two
years without revealin

Struggle (LRS) Supported Mondale and ideniity, then purgad.
Also East Wing Democrats in 1984, Members may be honast,
and Forwargd, but lkke Sparls, group ranks

high on shitlis1.

Freedom Road Boxholder Works in Jackson Emig!ummam af

ca lgn roletarian Uni
Socialist Organization| PO Box 7728 anrng{EF‘ as ultra-left, Leagua (PUL), v
Revoluticnary Warkers

Cakland, CA 94601

Seeks revolutionary
Ernll.r on program for |

Sees USSR as an ene

Seeks merger with LAS,

Headguariers {RWH)

and Organization far

Revolutionary Linity

EHU Eurscommunists,
& Guolengists and

Lin Biagisis.

H ites:

Varxist-Leninist Study
Group, PO Box 25718,
Chicago, IL 60625

U.3. Marxist-Leninist
Crganization, Box 265
310 Franklin St,,

Boston, MA 02110

Workers Advocate
PO Box 11542
Ontaric 51, Sta,
Chicago, IL &0&11
(312) 243-5302

Paper much improved
from days whan
it merely issuad

Farq:hlei dogmas
n newspaper form,

L.5.-Albania
Friendship Assoc,

Mational Executive Comm.

PO Box 429

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

(617) 522.7550

Albania Affairs Study| Gamma Pub. House Infa., documants on
Albania Re
Eroup FO Box 2 Albania,
NY, NY 10008
Did union and antl-whita supremacis! work
Libaration Leagua last wa heard.
Box 13851
Mew Orleans, LA
70188
ACZPRC PO Box 27314

Haleigh, NC 27611




i sis: Addrass Sell-description Comment
Spartacist League Warkers Vanguard Trotskyist Many enemies
revolutionaries who of the peaple.
Box 1377 defend Seviel sconomic P
GO organization in the USSR, [ Agents of
NY. NY 10116 state discredit
and disrupt
$5/24 issues other groups.
Revolutionary Sccialist Tha Tovch
Leagus  [ASL) PO Box 1288, GPO
NY, NY 10118
Revolutionary Workers Fighting Worker
League (RWL) Box 1297
Datroit, Ml 48231
75 or $3/112 whs, Dropping Trotsky. The largest group on
Soclalist Workers Party The Militant Support every liberation this lisl. Competes
410 Wast 5t group.  Publish Cuban with DSA and social democracy
All Peoples’ Congress (APC) | NY, NY 10014 speachas, Extrame opportunists.
50  32/10wks. Ap?-aa.is lo Maolsts by Similar to SWP.
Waorkers World Party 46 W, 21 51, calling Deng retrograde,
Workers Woarld NY, NY 10010
Builetin
PO Box 33023
Datroit, Ml 48218
.35 $30/vear
%a.rt Sea summer '86
68 N. CA Class Struggle
Chicago, IL 80847 | “Cur Policy Toward the Trotskyist
$4/6 mihs, Movemant® for honest self-criticism,
Group name Address Self-description | Comment
Anar ts:
YIPpies Cverthrow Covers drugs, Earthy and
PO Box 392 oulrageous,
Canal St Station cultura and
NY, NY 10013
polities.
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Spring 1987 issus hnldq
Fifth Estate PO Box 02548 the autamabile Another wild
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Detroit, MI 48202 gical disaster, tabloid.
Hick It Over PO Box 5811, Sin A
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International Workers of | ndustrial Worker Also called the Waobblias, this group
the World (IWW) 23435 Morth Shelfield has a great legacy, It represents
Suite 202 anarcho-syndicalism in the U.S, -
Chicago, IL 60657 b
P1.50/6 months




Group name Address Self-description) Comment
5 ted:
¥ list PO Box 1839 “anti-revisionist,
Crganizing Comm. San Francisco, CA anti-ultraleft®
[BASOC) 941401
E::-e:laﬂsr Labor Party The Peapis Used to show
1SLP) 914 Industrial Ave. Eslaished 1839
Falo Allo, CA 24303 | USSR bureaucratic Magizt influence.
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(415) 494-1532 Mot M-L.
Actually *Marxist-
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Get the pro-Kremlin
(212) 924.2523 view of the US hera.
Communily organizer| Pro-Soviet.
Mational Alliarce 216 W. 102nd 5L wilh direction. Exposas New Right,
2rd fl, Attack Democrats. Mot necassarily M-L
MY, MY 10025 Work for Farrakhan, | despite core leaders,
Heprints MIM arlicles.

MNational Workers Party| Unds Notion MNon-sectarian.

PO Hox 645 Don't know much
Handalistown, MD Supports many about it
21133 groups and parfies,

The Guardian 33 W, 17th 81, NY, NY Used to have Maaists
10011, 90fissue. ‘independent radical | and M-Le arowund.
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Ling of March Frontline "Marxist-Leninist

PO Box 2729 Refute Maoist positio Plcks up where
Cakland, CA 94602 on USSR Guardian and CP leave
$3/3 monihs aff.
(415) 535-0145
Maoist Internationalist Movement
. R sy < ; - R B S W
PO Box 35746, Ann Arbor, M1 48106



al for oners:

Frea newspaper in English or
Spanish,

Challenge/Desafio
GPO

PO Box 808
Brooklyn, NY 11202

This Is the Progressive Labor
Party's paper.

Dafinitely substantial and worth
geiting.

Fres magazine.

Braakihrough
PO Box 1t1§2'2
Sanm Francisca, CA 94114

Same address for the Prairia
Fire Organizing Committes,

John Brown Book Club,

Revolutionary nationalist lins.
Sees liberation of Black colony in US,

Prisoners’ Revelutionary Lit. Fund
Box 3486

Merchandise Mart

Chicage, IL 50654

Associated with Revalutionary Communist
EHMEP —: I‘u"rl_jaqisl- Write here (or

a their gf the Revolufiona
Worker, o L

Fres newspaper,

Industrial Worker
3435 Marth Sheflisld
Suite 202

Chicage, IL 80657

This is the paper of the International Workers of
the World.

Also cafled Wobblias, the IWW represents
anarcho-syndicalism In the US,

Free newspaper.

Frontline
PO Box 2729
Cakland, CA 94602

As a pro-Soviel, “Marxist-Leninist® group, this
is not our favorite, but the paper is well-done
technically and is fairly substantial.

Line of March line.

Frea newspaper or donation,
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410 Wast 5t
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This should be called the Relformist

The group was formerly more Trotskyist,
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What’s your line?—Corrections

to the left of soclal democracy. The first

_It's easy to get confused about

draft of the *What's your line?

charts had some mistakes.

Hoxhaites:

Voice of Revolution

CROUP SELF-DESCRIPTION
Contlnues to sell Hoxha

COMMENT BY MIM COMRADE
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e ization ooks in prominent fashion. ‘*ii] ja franc e
lium 265, 310 Franklin 5t} fai1s 9ih Congress of Party of h usml to hmwe franchise,
siomn, m 02110 Labor of .'U]]i].l'ljﬂ ]1!'3‘?,!"55 h:;]:.ﬂﬂ;ﬁualjpﬁ-ﬂ.r! io have
$5/year sub. i
Marxist-Lenlnlst Part i
Workers Advocate ¥ lgjper thepqme e A to have
fr%u { somewhat
£X, ok USee Iln ars  may b !I:nu: su ul neo-Hoxhalte
Ontarlo 5t. Sta. movement in Mcaragua.
Chicago, IL 60611 )

2 Is distinet from USMLO,
Other: For ho cannot
Soclallst Party Puts feminilsm, anti- stomac I-‘.T;H‘;mllﬂlﬂm
The Sociallst militarism, tradition of or cannot commit to
516 W. 25th Eugene Debs right up front. | revolutlon, the SP s
NY, | Cenerall I]EP{EES Iy a better chol
5;5 e lfﬂ'I}I]‘ll feanmis Democratic Parcy. 'ELTJE:; :hum-i;isl. ?IIESA.

Organlzation for a

Has fraternal parties in

Seems well-versed In Trotsky,

Iran and ltaly.

Marxist-Leninlst Part ¥ rant of ¥
Workers’ Truth ¥ Sees selfl as reestablishing lgno fao.
Boxholder Marxism-Leninlsm after 60
PO Box 5330 year vold. Trotsky, Stalin
Chicago, IL 60680 and Mao all seen as phony.
$3/year 3-4 Issues

Socialist Labor Party Marxist-de Leonist. Hlevﬁr show. al ";hulst

nfluence. Wi

The 'FE!E{'JE.; charts

Communist Labor Party.

Communist Labor Party
People’s Tribune
PO Box 3524

Supports Black belt natlon.

Used to show Maolst
influence, now just

Chicago, 1L 60654 tad left of CP.
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Forward Motion Support Mel King In Boston. Cheerleading.
PO Box 18534 Support New People’s Army
Jamaica Plain, MA in Philippines. The Guardian in magazine
02130 Marxism. form.
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MIM NOTES .5

UNOFFICIAL FORUM QOF THE MAOIST INTERNAT [ONAL\ST MOVEME!

ONDALE : W4R T0 KEEP CENR
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Walter Mongale a= & =
ing Amerizan two-—party svetem 1g rezllv a HEE-pa-t Bystem
ror iaperialism ard wer. anti-—tess activasts d5 not have a Shoicke
i Electron. Th=y must gatay put of it ant werik S gndermirs
the system tha*t oifers tws candidstes i favar bt walrt sRpoirss
the Central American people ant glcbhal Carntlagration w1 ch Soviet

imgerialist rivals.

THE FRILURE OF THE LESSER OF TWDY EVILS STRATIGY

the Hepublicsne and Democrsats legitimizes their ~ulis of
Amprican society by confusing us with the "ascer of +ac EviIzs!
= M

Dame. For » Many pRAGRIE who =2-e opposaed to Meacan’s

Fol® in ths invasion ot GBrensda, the imvaes:zcn of L ;

CENFarlEn adalnel ths S=noisti=ts Boveramsns -n LICEFESuE will woed
-

4 vote for Walter Mondele,

T il =0

History shows, however, that this will Fst worle oS Sroa
Wil=scn ran a=s a liberal Demosrat oo = "He Fept e Cut of WseM
= = Wh=n he was re-slpocted as pres:dent, heg S=ob ths LR Zhnto
Wil to g=t & share of Eurogps’s colenies and giobsl deminarce and
t0 increagse profits from military produsti=sr in bRe LS.

Lorg before the grandfather of Mo-mdsle litzral izp—Desoorst
Franklin D. Roosevelt-—topk the US intm WWIl {-=r glatksl
domination, arms manufantursrs were making profits selli=y to bokt
sEides i WWII. UE banhers wera alzo Wworming in on Beitish BEar ira
cecau=s the Eritish desperstely mpedsed US maney ard manitions in

e i
LhEelir war sgainst Sermany.
Cemocrat Harry Truman dropped the a-Bomb. ro
en Jepan. Later he overthrew the gsevernment of Forea
Amarican invasion.

Thern thers was the US irvasion of Vissmam arg It wes Demccrat
Lyndon Jahr=aon whe escalsted Amoricsan Lrocp L oS00, Goo,
Lyndor John=on, a Southsrne- had & dloe—prezidantisl runbing ashs
from Hinnesots nemed Hubort Humshe=ey, HROEE snti--conmuars =
credentiale were sstaslished by hiz cr = Coaamiariat
Lantrel ‘Act of 1954 d “E D=mcoratic
Farty aleo du=ing 5
Humphray wen the onoEl B wile o was
apxointed tc tint ' S
well a= Humgkray? :

Meondal=z wan CemEC T, i
1558, Merndale =a: B g B 11



pkos ol £ the Donscrste were BRill in zffice, HMomdalm fewver
SFPOEED TRz Viptnam War. It was anly in 1949, zfte= puelic
SEIRLIR paliz sMcwad o5 Maiom 1Ly Cppased toc the kwar anrd aftter 3
Fopubtlicarn wos clected Fresident d4hat Mondals Jgppcasd the Vaistmam
HET

it was not tHe election ef a liberal Cemoerat that =nded

thz Vietnam War, The ‘‘igtrnsm=sg pecple b=a* +FRe e grmy lsd By
Fichard Nixdgn., I3 fact, higtory shows tRat Dembcrats iike Mondale
#will do the m=et o SERREE walr=—fcer tRE=im Sun CRpertuni=t
i"Edtons——whsn thesy SEE OUL OFf power. BEpparentl . the tws partips
Fave decicded they car not adford to lome AMErican domnancs of

central Amzrics becausg rot even candidate Mondala is maliimg
promiz2s about opposinmg the war in Lentral Smerica.

In any cass. Mondale leg e Humphirey precidentizl campaign
ifn 1528 when the Democrats were mosEt enposed as perpet-store of
the Vietnam War. Thet kind of levalty was rspaid in 1978 when
Southerner Jimmy Carter had only one opponent in the Demperatic
Farty laeft to defest—Hubert Humphrey. Wslter Mondzle, was chasen
viCe-presicential candidats to pac:fy the Humphray wing cf the
Demoeratic Farty.

THE CARTER/MONDALE ADMINISTRATION

Mondale and the other liberals in the Carter Administration
faitied to bring about the social change that liberals support inm
th=cry. The CDearter Administration was Eupposadly pro—Black, but
the Black/white median inccme ratio f='1 from 27 B 56 under
Carter-—-a record drop. Meanwhile in South Airiga, the only
Country in the world whsre white racism iz ths law {a= ocpposed to
cover=sd up by the law! Carter opposed even the mest coEmetic
refarme that weuld reguire American compenies to pay Black South
Africans the mame as whites for the same worlk. In addition,

US trace with the apartheid government reached record highs.

The Carter Administ-ation wleo resumed military suppcrt of
Micaragua starting in 1977 with a $2.% millicn pact. That aid
=antinued through 1978 when lerasl took over the US job of arming
the murderous Socmoza regime. Aiso in 1977, Carter offered El
Salvador military aid, but the junta found it more frocfitabls to
Feject it under the guise of independence from the Yarce=s. Rft=r
& coup-in El Salvador in 1579, the US egain offered military
&sid. In 1980, the US previded 70 million in economic aid and
#Z.5 million in “"non—~lethal " military aid. Much more aid wae
Elipped und=r the table through agencies lilke thz Inter-Americar
Development Bank which ceughed up a $45.4 millios 1oan. Since
1979, over 40,000 Salwvadorans have beesn killed by
government-=sponsored death Equads--mostly undar the leadership ot
Mapolean Duarte who the Carter Administration supported with
further aid wpon his eiection in 1930,

OF course, the Carter Administration paid the grice fer its
sSupport of murder of tens 0f thousands of IFanians by thE® Shah and
fiis SAVAK special forces. The Iranian Revalution nearly succeeded
in wiping out al! of the US’s influsnce and mEans of dominatisn io
Irar, SO0 gr=at was the epontansous hatred for Bmerics.

Pesgpite thie record, Mondale promises that there will be



St B o+ slohal gEcurity! and l%se =2dphasis oo "hHuman
righols” under hig 1954 acdmimistrasicon. . il=zw Yerk Timzs, 97157824
FEEEIEBEMTIAL ELECTIGONS: MU TI-MILLICOHN DOEEAR TRHRAR

The coste of a oresidentizi campalich straicily constreed HUr
into tens ot millione of dollare.  Rbosn one adde o the fedis
covmrsge &nd other hvpe connected, the ceost ot =2 candidets rurs
: LD Mahgreds ofFf artliions=s of dslistsa g it apy woooss that
ilionsires run o prasideEnty MEyY showld o bie surprising toet
Fandsle =nd Rzagan rss=lly amount to the same chitg—
imperialigts who Aave dittrering visws of how t2 zengus-

e warld for dmorscan business?

Mondsl=s s1te En the bcocard of Loncrsl Data Logrgersation and
Geraldine Ferraro’™s bushond 1e 2 resl sziatz millionairs. RT3
not surprising thatT sstablished buminesa and aedia tre=st the
presidency as their game. Nor is 3t slrprisisng that the
canitalist candidates thifow out & tan cut to the middis claszes ©
intere=st thsam th the election and give them = erake in the
eystpr. Electitnns would Sp & pretty boring gemE for millioneEitres
withowut a ta: cut ts=ue *e rile Gp £the middlie tlass.

What te scrprising i how many pecpls think they Can oeat
thie. ocams By playibg 1. The same peaples who amit Cchac tney

a3y ths "lsgzgr of twe evils" game tkink they are realistic and

i B

apathetic.

£ degpiite The muliti-fillicn dollar
crier half of Snerican EpClsty 1S
nept interesisd in ctions. Thi=s mase af peEople is not stupid.
Taera 18 Jjust nothin ut the two-party non—choice thit maliecs
mu=h difieren-e to the non-voters. This is the fault of ths
aoiitical system, not the att:tudes pf the half of the peopls who
have not voted in the las® threg presidential siect:ons.

The highe=: Black turncut 2t an election sinee 1974 was
50,5%. Unemplioved turnput was at its highest a2t 43.7%. In
57.1% of the blue—cellar workers, 41,20 of the Boutk, 31.9%
Ferters and 941.1% of service worlkers voted as cospared to AB.CXE
of the total for thes US.

The %“wo partis=ze combinmed do not hava the suppopct &nd
legitimocy derived from theee grouvps. AFL-CID lesder Lane
irklend is the parfect exampie of wheo the two=narty Bystem
represents. He is imsportant as Fondale's single most
powerful backes. Lane kirkland i= in favor of war in
Central America &= evidenced by his participation and support of
the ¥Wissinger Commission on Central America. Furth2rmore, the
AFL-CI0 bBureaucracy estabtlished the American Institute vor Free
Lebor Development. The AIFLED apsisted th2 CIs in militar-y coups
in Brifieh Guiamna fnow Buyana! in- 194£%, in oreasil o 1964, an
the bominican Republic in 1955 and Chile in 1974. Teday, AIFLD
gssists the "lard to the Eiller! pgrogram in E1 Balvador whach
ic modeled after <he U5 fOperation Fhoeniy 10 Vistnam.

Lane Firicland i= 4rom that sectios of laborers zn Ehis
country that benmfits from high corporate prefits derivss fros
cheap labss under military dictatorships OVESE26E. &t b=s=

S
campIigh héogla The

a
=
5

= ]

[] k=

(T

1]



speilz of Imperialiosm. A vots for- Mondale i o ‘on@? (= Mapclesn
Duarte is a vote for Somoza 1= & vote rer the Sheh of iran Is s
vOte for apartheid in Soush ALrica.

MO MOTEE FOR IMPERIALISM!
DOWM WITH THEEDLE-DEE AMD TWEEDLE-DLip?

SouroEn:

"Izoiate Mizaragua 1§ It Won't Hend, Merndele fuggests. " bley Yok
Limag. 97i8/84,

Fichard Krooth, fops a2=2 Eapirs.,

Jamee Ridgeway, "The Mirnescta Twine," gar Yoice, WAoE4

Eacts on File, 12/31/1980, p. ?93; 1041979, p. 7905 12712789, p.
Faly Sr2&777. p. 2083 1078777, 7&T.

Trede Unionists in Solidarity with El Salvader., "In Your Names
Introducing AIFLD or How the CIA d=zes the AFL-CIO in Central
America. ™ ’

Busine=zz International Sputh Africs,
Bfrica, 12782,

For more info. on any of the above write for = free 1it. list.

(MIM) Distributors, FO Box 289, Cambridge, M& 0Z140.

Fresh Logk ot ZEocuth

THE MAOIST IMTERMATIOMNALIST MOVEMENT (MIMY IS A COMMUNIST
GROUP THAT UPHOLDS MAD AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. WE ARE & NEW
GROUF THAT FORMED ON DCTGEER 15T, 192F AS THE REVOLUTIOMABEY
INTERNATIOMALIET MOVEMENT (RIMJ. REMAMED (MIM) DN M&Y 1ST. 17249,
(MiM) HAS NO TIES TO amyY OTFER ODRGAMIZATION. tMIM) MEMBERS AFE
WORLD CITIZEMS, NOT AMERICAMS., aND THEREFORE UFHOLD
INTERNATIDNALISHM AS A BUIDING VISION.,

THE {(MIM) STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTION IS PREMISSED DM ANTI-
[MPERIALIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WOHK. PART OF TH&T
YiORK IS5 TO EMBODY MARXISM=LENINISM HMADISM IN ANALYSES DF CLURRENT
EVEMTH. {MIM} ASKS EVERYONE TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM MOTES" &S FeET oF
THEIR WORK AGAINST THE CURRENT WOFLD WaAR AMND THZ SOURCES OF THAT
Wak.

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS BY MAIL, SEMD Z0 CEMTS PER ISSUE FCR AS MANY
155SUES DESIRED. IS5SUES WILL BE IRREGULAR--HOFEFULLY EVERY WEEK OR
10 DAYS—-—-DEPENDING OM THE FLOW OF WORLD EVENTS. DOMATIONS
WELCOMED. NO CHECKS WRITTEN TO MIM, PLEASE. WRITE CHECES WITH
MAME SECTION BLANK.

Nat
News Summary L S
TUESDAY.SEPTEMEBER 18, 1884 said “'ﬂlt ﬂ'—“ﬂ!jmd a
ica aftar AL e
=7 YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, SEFTEMBER IE, 1984 ;as-ﬂmm el hl
e respond with a : Th-: e
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MIM NOTES

AN UNOFFICIAL FORUM OF THE MAOIST INTERNATIONMIST WOVEMENT
SOUTH AFRICA: ARMY CALLED OUT AGAINST PEOPLE

On Ociober 7ih, the worldfs police state par BME2Li:EBNCE
ralled an its army £o guell the rebellion of Blacks against
npartheid. The forces wers deployed in Soweto where defiance of
white colonial rule i® running strong despite the infamous police
massacre @B+ over 1,000 schoolchildren thers in 1375.

Once again schoolchildrern are at the fprefront of the actian
With 150,000's boycotting the oppressors’ schools which grind out
unskilled BHlack laborers $#or Sputh Africe’=s gold and diamond

mines. The separate BElack schools are fundsd one—tenth per
capita of what the white schomls recexve.
The recent wave of protest of white settler rule im Bowkh

g¥rica has involved rernt struggles, bus tares and schoal
conditions and union struggles, but abowe all recent changes in
the apartheid Censtitution. Riots broke out when glections to &n
advisory Parltament were held for the country’s so—cal l#d Colowred
peoples which are any minority in South Africa which 1= not puwrsly
white or purely African in background. The so-called Coloured
people are a smaller fraction of the population than the 15. 5%
white settler fraction. The 73% &drican population was =xncluded
from even any so-called democratic rights and the Constitution
emphasizes increased separation of the #fricans into

+he "homelands." The Coloured peoplies., howevar, did not jump at
the chance to & seemingly second class sikizenship over the
Africans. Less than 20% of the "Coloureds" voted in the eleactians
for the segregated Farliament.

The boycott of the elections demonstrated on 3 national level
the farce of white settler rule and provided a single national
opportuni ty for protest, At a time when the whole world
was supposed to see a repeat of the Central America election
farce. the whple world saw rebellion and hatred for 1mpeErialism.
At a time when the Western media was cultivating Bouth Africa’s
"miailow" image by pointing to agreemente with Angoia and
Mozambique, the oppressed masses made it clear that
the South African army would have to be used at home.

The South Gfrican ruling class itsels kEnows it must "reform
or dig" a® in the words of 1ts prime minister. The Constitutisn
in enhancing executive powers acknowledges that apartheid will
have o move fast to multi-racial capitalism or see capitalism go
urder with the liberation of the African Azanian nation called
South Africa.

The apartheid ruiers want to keep the 1id on protest while
they move to coopt & Black middle class. The white capitalists
rmeed Black technicians and managers becauss of a white 1abor
shartage, but they have to improve education to get them. They
need housing for their workers in the cities becauss 1t is =asisr
to be established im the white cities than in the undaveloped

homelands where the Blacks live. This requires desegregated
residency (as opposed to the pass-law system which mandates that
Africans liwve in restricted arsan) or government effortsd to
develop the reservations called "Bantuztans." In octher words, LB

capitalists need to drop parts of their segregation and
national oppression apparatus, but this will provide cpportunitiss
for Elack empowerment and libsration. In the end though, oniy
the Blacks themselves have the will, capabllity and desire &

o



set right the 1njustice and erploitation that 1s Even now holding
back the development of the whits-dominated economy.

For axample, all whites are required to spend two years in
the armed forces and a lifetime of reserve duty. RlIEG, The
irncrease of the police force by 458 +to &6, 000 brought o Dy
the recent riote is a further drain on the whits labor forces. =6
the whites have stepped up recruitment of Blacks into the army and
spcurity fOrcEs. The guestion is whether the Blacks will b= logval
in the advent of revolution. #As it is, only & third of white
vouth say they are willing to die in a war to defend apartheid.
What will this figure be for the Blacks recruited? How lofg will
the bourgecisified white working class agrze ta S2ryeE @moOreg army
time? How long will these same white workers agiree to abolition
of the privileges that made them "bought off"—better paid and
higher ranking by law-—relative to the Black workers? The whits
capitalists can not easily ease the national oppression they
decigned without endangering the class distinctions they seek to
maintain.

South Africa is already in a2 state of war against its people.

By their own admi=sion 80 people have died in the vioclence-—police
vislence against the masses. The Mew York Times, Wall Sireet

(=11 . Feagan and Mondale all deplore "the violence, " but they
do not say who and what system is responsible. The US government
iz only willing to criticize South Africa to the point that
reforms pmem necessary to save capitalism and & US ally. For
example, the US and England were unwilling to provide sanckuary
for six "Coloured" fugitives who were ordered into indefinite
detention for unspecified reascns amidst the recent "Coloured”
boycott of the sham elections. Ner did the arrest of &00
Blacks at 5 time when all indocor meetings by Blscks are prohibited
provoke ocutcries from Mondal® or Reagan even in this
election season. The US has obvious commercial

intereste in South Africa, but it is aleo lining up South Africa
to go to war against the Boviet bloc. That is why neither Reagan
nor Mandale are very critical lately of the only remaining white
coleny in Africa.

Yet, the US can not count on a stable ally in time of war.
Even in the most perfectly designed police states like South
ffrica, the psople resist. As South Africa®s army i8 committed
mora and mors abroad, the people of South Africa
will gain the opportunity to overthrow apartheid.

SOURCES:
The Hew Yorbk Timpe=, /2484, 1077784, Lo/B/784.
International Defense and Aid Fund for Southern &frica,
i s EH I
"The Limitations of Economic Analysis of Social Changes Th
ocf the American Souwth and Socuth Africa.”

Casas

ALL ABOVE AND MORE ONW SDUTH AFRICA AVAILABLE FROM HMIM
CISTRIBUTORS, 0 BOX IBY, LCAME., MA OZi4{L
XERDY A&ND DISTRIBUTE THIS! MAIL SUBS. 30 CENMTS PER IGSLE.
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MIM NOTES ..

UNOFEICIAL FORUA OF THE MAOIST INTERNAT IONMIST MOVEMENT

C.Z.A. ADMITS FOMENTING TERRORISM AND
ORGANIZED CRIME AGAINST NICARAGUA

um Uctober L4th, US inteiligerncs p+ficiels admitted trg= $--
C.l.6. (Lent-al Intelligence Agency)! has provided a manuial to =
anti—Sandinista, pro-US rebels who are working to pverthros the
government of MNicaragua. The Sandinista government came tc power

in a popular revolution in 1979 that swept away the US backepd
Somoza family regime.

The manual, called "Psychological Operaticns in Cuerrilla
War," advises the rebele to use "select terror” toc "neutralize’
vulnerable Sandinista off-cials. However., because of an esxecutive
order signed by Reagan at ths end of 1981, the manual does not
explic:tly use the words "assassinate" or "kill'"-—-mersly “target”
and "danger to other individuals 1n the area of the target."”
Furthermore, the manual says "if possible,. professional criminals
should be hired to carry out specific, selective “jcbe.’" Ore
such Job is "creating a "martyr® for the cause." Other
instructions invelve the blowing up of public buildings, how to
Justify any murder politically and psychologically., How
to whip up anti-Cuban, anti-Soviet sentiment while pretending to
live amongst the people and how to blackmail anybody by
threstening to make public that they were in meet:ngs with the
C.l:.A. Backed rebels. Thus, it is clear that the US Government
hag admitted its crimirmal character.

Why 18 the US Goverrment revealing 1tself so clearly? Why
doesn"t the C.I.A. operate in its usual secretive style”

The press has publicized the CIA s "covert" war for some
time. The contras (anti—Sandinista rebeslcsl are known by &ll to
have US funding and US military support. At the same timse, the
US has admitted that the contras can never win again=st such a
popul ar government. Aleo, the US Senatz condemned the UE mining
of Micaragua®s harbors earlier this year. Thi= made the front
peges. All in all the US counterrevolution against Micarsgua is
gquite open.

The US may be trying to influence the current
negotiations in Central America between Salvadoran rebels and the
Salvadoran regime. The US is backing the Salvadoran regims 2nd
wants to make sure that Salwvadoram rebels and the Sandinistas do
not get too much out of the deal. By showing Row "tough" the UE
is, the US expects to coerce the Central Americess for the des:red
result.

By releasing such damn:ng information abou* itself, the US
Bovernment has shown how strong its hand is and how mush it can
get away with. At first, The New York Times did not deem the
story worthy of the front page. the Detroit Fres Press buried it
a4z a suvbarticle. It is as though the US Government wars maying
"don"t expect any uproar in the US sbout the terror we carry out
in Central America."” Days after the admission, however, Mondale
was trying to take advantage of the issue and Reagan ordered a0
investigation. Democrat Thomas Downey took care not to blame tRe
president and to praise Reagan'® anti-terrorism campaign. Still,
despite all theose confusing moves it is clear that the US
Sovernment underestimated the outrage cof the people. I alizo
remained to be seen in the confusion whether or not thea
basic issus of the CIA primer would be lost in sanctimonious
drivel. That issue is that there is no correct way to overthrow
a foreicn government. There is no correct way tc run &n empirs
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the way Downey and Flondale would have ue EBelisve—terrcrist
marual or nct.

OFf coursz2, the US does hawve §4.2 billion invested inm Cantral
fAmerica and amother 4.1 billion loaned to ths CeEntreal American
ruling classes. The US dops mot want Ehis threatensd, ==spescial ly
since three dollars return to the US for every dollar invested:
however, investments in Central America do not require such opsn
operations by the C.Il.A. Nor did the invasion of Grerada have o
goccur bscause the Girenadians were =such a threat te US investments.
Mo. the gpen activitiess of the US Sovernment can only oe =uplainad
by the the decisi:on of the Pentsgon, the military indusiri=ss and
all the nultirnational corporatiorns thet the US must “"stamd tall”
armd "overcome the Vietnam syndrome.” e in the US
are being acclimated to fight a major war and "prevail."

Frecisely because little is at stake in Grenada in terma of
investments, it made sense to strike theres first as an example ta
the rest of Central America. Investments, resources =nd a
disciplined wage-earning class, however, are swactly what is at
stake in Brazil, FMexico, South Africa, Eurocpe and Japan.

Just as Grenada was a perfect training ground to oll the US
military and propaganda machine for war, Central America has baen
a place for US muascle-flexing historically. However, While the US
may be willing to alienate the workers that are giving them so
much profits cut of Central America and the US may be willing to
damage its "ownings" in Central America just to make an example of
the rebels, revolutionsries and pro-Soviet reformists or Micaragua
and El Salvador, there ie one hitch. A US invasion af Nicaragua
s El Salvador would meet the armed guerrillas thers. The WS
would be the ready target of an anti-imperialist struggle.
Ultimately, the US Government would prefer to make a dezal through
nagotiations. It hopes that the reforamists in the leadership of
the FDR of the Salvadorsn rebels and of the Sandinistas in
Micaragua will give the US a good enough deal and a cdapendable
"backyard” in time of war with the Soviet Union.

The US is also open about its desire to take a chunk oOFf
the Soviet empire. The US does not rely primarily on covert action
to urndermine the Soviets. Howawver, the UE can not make an easy
example out of the Soviets mither. Ultimately, the anti-"communist
emphasis af the US in its foreign policy is e=zpecially designed to
prepars the US for war against the Soviat bloc. Grenada and
Micaragua are perfect for this preparation becauses the LS can
point to the relations of these countries to Cuba and the Soviet
Union. OFf cours=z, the airfield on Grensda was not a miilbtary
threat to the US5. Toa even refute the obwicus lies of US
Fropaganda is almost to miss the pcint. The US Government does
not need to "win® an argument. It needs merely to paint itsslf as
correcting Soviet perfidies and i1t sSucc@eds in acclisating pl.th_li'l:
opinion £t war. The guestion about Grenada in 1983 and NHicaragua
in 1984 is not whether or not "UE security” is really threatened
by these countries. The gquestion i3 whether o net the public
Buws into a war "to stand tall" with the capitalist minority
which hazs a business interast i1in doing in their Soviet
competitors and tsking over Soviet turf.

These same capitalists will try to confuse the 1ssUE. They
wil! confuse people by getting the Senate to condemn the mining of
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Mizaragus’s harsor-s. They will give the people Walter Mondals.
w0 does not oppose the invasion of Crenads or a gquarantine of
Micaragua. Mondale will oppose the war drive on the grounds that
there is corruption in the FPentagon and the military Corporatians
get hundreds of dollars from the FPentagon for a hammar. This is
Act the issue. The issue is whether militarism 15 in the interest
of the people of this country and sven more, the peopla of the
world. It does no good to cppose only that part of the military
which is corrupt. It does no good to support politicians who only
cppose wars on the grounds that they have a better strategy.

In the end, the capitalists have an interest in going to war
with their Soviet counterparts. The hired laborers of these same
capitalist=s, be they in the Us, in Guatemalan Coca-Cola factories
or in South African gold mines usually do not. If we kesp this
perspective in mind, we will have the support of the masses known
as the international proletariat. I we axplain the issues in the
perspective of the international proletariat we can succeed in
stopping WWIII. :

NOTES:

New York Times, 10/15/84, 10/17/84.

Detroit Free Freses, 10/15/B84.

Jean=Faul Sartre, On Genocide.

"Central America in Crisis." See MIM lit. list.
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AN UNOFFICIAL FORUM OF THE MAOIST THTERNAT[aNRUST HOtEREN]
US KNEW ABOUT NAPALM USE IN EL SALVADOR

_JEDORAN RESIME USES NARALM FROM ISREEL

pccording to the Mew Yor! Timee, the US GovernmeEnt sadmitied
Lok kka ppguernmeEnt af El1 Salvador UEES FaEaio zg&iniAt e
Al vidoran seople: Hapalm 1= & chemicsl wespon of Vietnem £
1T S Ite usEe by the Galvadoren nirte indiEsies 115
anti-people nature.

The Salvadoran regime implieg that 1% nas atpooed UEINg
napalm. Apparently, the US srovided th= Balvadoran@ WLTo =2
gircraft which are used to drop conventional oembs. The rag: mns
elsims. o be bombing tho cuerrillas in thEe Salvadoran gi=3il wWar

The US Congrsee became awar= ot the mapalm dse 1esEt YESD C
did mot inform the Americsn public except in gmction in B rERTSET
buried in the Congressional Record. “the =o 1led damoc-abic

=]

gpvernment af the US demizd the AmErican puo 1mpor-tant
information on which to judgs US foreign pol ~ egpecially LS
military aid to E1 Salvador. The recent admission ot napalm ussS
by the Salvadoran regime cam= EIn dsve befarg the admisgion thRt
the C.1.6. has fomented terrorism and crime in Nicaragus. =
MirM MOTESE mMD. I}

The use,of the weapon by a regime that killed 25,000 pEms
combatant civilians between Uctober 1979 and HMay 1932 1=
not surprising. The significance of the MN2w York Times siopry 18
that it i= part of the attempt by the LS Govermnment to mske th=
pmerican people used to US terror and war in foreign coontrisss

{Mew York Times, ios%9/,84, 4

FOUR C.I.A. SPIES DIE IN EL SALVADOR

n>=nmo

I =X T

L

Four Americans died in a plane crash in El Salwador. ThREY
were spying on the activities of guerrillas opposed to the
=nlvadoren regime. The plane crashed in heavy rFalf.

(Mew York Times. 10207840 »

TRANTIAN REVOLUTIONARIES BUEETIONM SaNDINISTA SUPRORT FOR EHOME.N
Supporters ot Marxist-Leninist revoluticnaries in Iram tr 10
to sverthrow the reactionary rnameini Fregime and impErIacism &
liberate Furdistan guestioned Caniel Drtega. & Bandinista lExoe=
snd coordinateors of the Micarzguan government. In his <rip
t=~ Iran, Ortega said. " "We thank Avatollah khomeini, the Groat
1zader of the Islamic revolution and alst President Ehamsini, #Four
iranian government and pecple who Have stood with us in Buch &
eevere condition. . - Micaragua acknowledges as i1ts duty L3 dzfand
the Islamic Republic®s posicions in interpational gatherng®.
{iranian Student A=ssociation throughcut the U.S., Iran ir
Remistance, July=-fugust, 1984, p. L3}
The iranian revolutionaries put put a magaszine inm the US witn
2 section devoted to solidar:ity with the Central AGmerican psczlek-
Their =riticism of Ortega raised Fhometni »s erecution of avVEr
4. 000 Fevolutionaries in Iran and his epncing yeouth T3 3=
=1l aughtared in the war against Irag.

v
[1a}

1 i F

Us PUSHES ARME FACE INTD SFPACE

The US rejected the id=a of a moratorium on testing =SpaES
WESDOME. In a jingoist appeal to nmational security.," SecrEtary
of State George FP. Schultz refarred to thz MBEW Space WEARONE as
part of “our defensive and deterrent forcas.”

Some of the seapons being tested for epace usg are intendad
+o csetrov Sovist missiles before they sesch khe UE. in ERe BEL r]{

A



e S —

I agreemens limiting such weaponsSs. it was agreed that =urehy
WwEaponE comnstitute a danger pecause they seven underming thes
original figleaaf justificat:on of deterrence. If one S1CE
fired weapons, the militarist rstionale WaEe that the othe™ =
would tog and both would suffer nuclear destruction. Clearly,
even by this rationale for the arms race., the new WRSpONE &
offpneive weapons DECaSUSE they give the sggressor a chance &
shoot without being hit baci. (Ihg Det-oit News, 1051 /B4

e SRREETS NINE REVOLUTIONARY NATIOMALISTE I[N MHEW ¥ ORI

The US arrested nine fresgom fighters trying to establinn =
1ack natiocn in ths South=-a Mew Atrikaan Fepublic.
The arrests camse at s Lime when the US has taken to
"pre—emntivu" artipn against those i+ accuses of b=ing o o et
Mew and vague laws Qive the state s "legal” BHCUSE for harassing
all revelutionaries it dubs neerraristt——often wikh no EvideEncE.
(Rl York JImEs.- pos19/84)

U5 BANKES SOUEELED

Despite high interest rates in recent years, the ferca of
competition in the US economy has put the largest US banis in bad
shapeE. Fecentliy, the US Government bailed out thE Cantinentzal
I1linpis MNational Eank and Trust Company with s4.% pillion. On
O-tober 3rd. the gighth largest bBarnk in the country Feported &
loss of $70 million in the Ird guarter. Both banks attractec
government attention because the Failure o ithar would start &
=nowball process of loan defaults. (NIT, | 4&4}

Indeed, with the lifting of interest ceilings for
depositors, banks have Had to compete on vicious terms. HOWEYED,
no capitalist sconomy Can carry on such competition for long
without a manopoly winner, massive bankruptcies or government
intervention: In fact. the difference between a monopoly bank and
a federal takeover of all the barmks is nill. Who regulates whom
alsp becomes a farcical guesticn. Meither side
has a choice in the bargain. The banks can not do without the
government and the governnent can not do without the banks. That
is why Karl Far: called the atate an neupcutive committes of the
bourgeoi=siE. " . The US Government must intervene in tha intercats
of the caplitalist class a= a whole or face a huge economic
Depression and revolution.

Part of that intervention by the uUs Government 18 the s@arch
for profitable businessES $or US banks toc do business with,
especially to make loans tp. That is why the US Govarrment i=
compelled to make the Third World safe for UsS business. It lends
. military aid (good business for US military industries and bBanks?
to regimes willing to sgueeze profits out of their workers by
force. South Africa 1is cnly one big example.

Despite the US Government ' s securing of business in the Third
world for the American @COnOmY. the Am=rican economy iS =4 o o B
in trouble. The weakness of AmeErican banks only comp=ills the
gtate toc look for new sogurces of protits for American business.
The biggest untapped sOUrCE is the Sowviget bipc. The US Gaovernmant
is preparing for WWIII with the Soviet bloc to open up the Soviet
Bloc to the claws of US business. The Sovis=t government has
already taken over its banks, but it also works for profit, so it
is alsg imperialicst. The search for profit must end.

Those with no intzrest in WHWII1 and the cutthroat practices o©f
business must takeover production. That i= the only way L&
gliminate the causes of the current WHIIL.

DISTRIBUTE THiS AT YDUR NEXT POLITICAL OUTING:

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS .30 PER ISSUE ANY NUMBER OF ISSUES--MIM, FO
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SOUTH AFRIcAN POLICE KILL |6 IN GENERAL STRIKE

Folice shot and killed at least 16 Blachks in South Africa in
the last two days. The police shot the protestors in an effort to
guell proteste semociated with & general strike 1n the Transvasl .

The general strike arcose when workers decided ©To Join
students who were bovcotting school. The student—-worker alliancs
iz taking action against the new constitubtion in Scuth Africa
which reconfirms the fourth class citizenship of Blacks in The
last major colonial regime in Africa. Hundreds of thoussnds of
studente and workers =taved home on November Sth i an amazing
dieplay of defimnce in & well-tuned poiice state. By all accounts
the strike and boyeotd has been well organized and guite
effective.

That the police killed another 1& Biacks in the general
strike shows once again that the state i= never "neutral® in cliass
canflicts. In August and September, somswhere between BY and 150
Blacks lost their lives in protests against the new Constitution.
The maszacres make & farce of white liberale?® claims theat South
Afriza can be changed throogh persdasion amnd reform. They also
cshow what & Iie “"demctcracy"” is right here in the US since without
Us miiitary and economic aid South Africa could not =o eftficiently
repress ite people. (SeE "US and South Africa"™ oo MIM lit.

Timb.) iOmtrglt BMews, 11/7/84)

BOUTH aAFRICAM TROUPES EEARCH 2o, 000 HOUSES

The Szoukh fAfricsn army attempited to intimidate Zlacks 1n
South Africa by searching fouvees and making mass arrests. The
crackdown and use of the army failed to guell protests. Frotento

in the +ace of the army crackdown demonstrated the determination
of the people tc overcome aparthelid despite Western claims that
South Afriza "is getting betier.® (New York Timss, 10/24/84)

C.I.%. TERFRORIST HanUual FOR MIC -

ARzcording to Senator Daniel Patrick Poynlfan tThe manual Thaw
the C.1.f. supplied to rebels $rying to overthrow the Sandinisia
goverament of Miocaragus was “'word for oword® from S Arny EfTOCLE
in Yietnam in 19488. (See MIM Motes no. & about the manual.)
(Optrogit Frep Prepgs, 102976804, Sal

ARAGLA ADRFTED FROM VIETMAM WAR

FrLM CLAINME TO HAVE SHOT DOWW C.I.f. FLANE

Four US epiee died in & plang crash in ElI Salwvador last
menth. The FMLM said that the US explanation that the plane
crashed in rain ie Fridiculows. The US offered this explanation to
give the appearance of not violating the law regarding US forces
in combat.

CASUALTIES IN GRENADA COVERED UF

Two former military intelligence officers said that at least
10 combat deaths of émericans in the US invasion of Grenada were
covered up. The deaths came in a top-s=cret operation just betore
the public invasion. Families of the desad have been told to k=ep
guiet. Also in guestion is the number of Grenada's dead since
there was never a firnal totsl. 240 US =zoldiers and military
nolicemen continue the US occupation of the tiny island & year
after fthe invasion, (MHow Yool Times, 10/22/8B4, &F  (Iime. 1:3
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allow the country to “soar™ for  _Maonday, Oct. 22, 1984—THE DETROIT NEWS-
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gal OF US ¢MEDICAL SCHODL IN E?Eﬂﬂ-ﬁ “UEET]HHE InvazIoN MOTIVE

Gzrn. Hudeen Austin wvimplited the US medical s=chool once he took
cower last year He assureo the safety of the US studsnts and saw
te their food and water supplies. Thirty hRouwre paereed before the
US inveaders reached the mnd:Fql students. They had not b=en
narmegd in the meantime. Me one went onto the US campus to take
ravsnge sgaint the students for the US znvasion.

U3 imparizglism nesds sxcuses. That any country with soms U3
citizgens in it iw open to UE invasion sheows two thinge—=—-that the
US imperialists fear ths world they cppress and that they need to
WAQE War on a grand scale. fow York Times, 10528584, 83
CHINA ADMITS A KIND OF "REVDOLLITIOCR"

Irn frenzied attempts to throw China right ".Et:.lr into the Dark
Soes, Chinese leader Deng Xisoping hes admitied that the
establishment of capitalism in Chins has been & ”alnb o
revoglucion. " FPublicly, Deng still does not admit that Chaina i

state capitalist.

FRecent changes in Chine havs mage front pages of the US
papers &5 capltalist. Tha lat=sst announcem=nts +rom Chins sre
thaet industrial fires will be independent of the government armd
hawve considerable powsr to +1x prices.

I+ the Detroit News can recognize that China is

gaprislisty, why can™t. the League of "Revoelutionary" Struggle (LRES)
o the EBpartacist League (5017 [Like the US ambzesador they are

trving to =save China®=s face o going for capitalisam. (Petrdit
s, 10/22/84, 11

LEAGUE OF "EEVROLUTIOMARY" BTRUGEBLE (LRSY) EMNDORSES MOWDALE
A suppoeedly Marxist-Leniniet newspaper called "Uomity™

cuibliashed by the LES backed Mondale, iiberal candidatas and
izsgues atreoss the land on Movember &th. {LRES5) claim=s to support
Mac &snd Deng of China. MNowhere in the paper did Mac®= nams

appear despite his supposed role in inspiring Deng and the LRS.
{Upitw, 10/26—-11/15/84, 1)
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USA : WAR OVER SOVIET ARMS SENT T0 NICARAGUA

U3 officials imply that the US would oo to war to
Prevent the Sandinista government of Nicaragua from receiving
Soviet MiGs, which are advanced military sircraft. (Detroit
News, 11/18/84, 7C) The US raiced a furor by ciaiming
that MiB-21s were abosrd a Soviet ship unloading in hMiCaragia.
fApparently, Micaragua either did not unpack the MiG-T1 jot
fighters from the Soviet ship or there were nat any on board.
The Sandinistas wizgely put otf the delivery of th
future and defended their right to buy them for d
ourpougss, In the longuage of diplomacy the U5 said 1t would
"not tolerate” a Sandinicsta purchase of MiGs. US mificiale
said that air strikes or a naval gusrantine are peossible.

(New York Times. 11/8/84, 1)

The US officials have called Nicaragua "anothesr Cuba, "
Former president John F. Kennedy led the “Bay cof Figs" invasion
to reestablish US neococlonial rule in Cuba. The Cubans crushed
the US invasion and protected their revolution; although, the
Cuban government choee to trade US dependence for dependence on
the Soviet Union. '

The Sandinistas are preparing for ancther Bsy of Figs style
US pperation. BGovernment workers are instructed to-fight
guerrilla action against US occuplers at night. Meanwhile, the
sandinistas are exposing UB plans to the world in an effort to
rally public opinion internationally. US officials have been
repeatedly forced into denying plans for invadinc MNiceragus. When
the US finally does start more hostilities, the people will
remember these lving derials,

In the meantime, the US imperialists have attompted to build
public opinion for war against Micaragua. The US Defsnse
Secretary Weinberger has painted Micaragua as a military threst o
the US: "the Soviets aie supplying a great deal of heavy offensive
arme to Nicaragua" and "the US is prepared for & great number of
contingencies that may have to be taken.” (Detrgi s fews
11718784, 7C) In other Wwords, Micaragua bettsr get into line in
the US blpoc; continuwed involvement with the Sovist bloc will mean
war. In order to intimidate Nicaragua the US has sent planes over
Nicaragua to break the sound barrier at least four dave in a row.
The US also sent fsc=t ships and planes to harass the Sowviet
freighter that docked in Micaragua. (MYT, 1178784, 4} The US
violates Nicaraguan airspace at will and then gays that MiIiE-21 jet
fighters are unnecessary offensive weapons. ’

in efforts to prepare public opinion for war, high level
State Department officials have admitted "a tough policy of
intimidation and harassment" according to the Detroit Free Procs.

{11/13/84, 1) Part of, that intimidation' includes war games in
Honduras which the State Department admits are to keep Nicaragua
guessing about US military actions.

Blatant war mansuvers and naked terrorism go together. One
front page screamed "Reports Say ClA Manual Was, Legal . ”
President Reagan lied desperately saying that there was "mething
in that manual that talked about assassination st a11." (Detrcit
Eree Preas, 11/11/84, 1) - Yes, Mr, Reagan, the word "assassination"
does not appear because the CIA is aware pf the "law"” that saysztg
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with this new "law," your men use the word "mneutralize” instead.
fis the US escalates WWIII across the globe, the government will
more and more cpenly reveal itself for what 1t is. The trappings
of a "Constituticn,” of "legality" and "democracy" will serve as
an increasingly poor cloak of state terrorism. When the
proletariat awakens to this and when thera is an opportunity to do
ep, the people of the US may rise to revolution and cast aside
this excuse for “"democracy." (For details on the ClA manual of
terror against Nicaragua, see MIM NOT Qs =7

CHILE ROUNMDE UFP THOUSANMDS FOR SLAUGHTER

Faced with increasing protest against its rule, the Chilean
junta rounded up thousands of suspected leftists and detained them
in a soccer stadium. At least 2,000 were detained from one
ssttlement alone called Silva Henriguez. Church pfficials
callected the names of 440 peopie arrested. Another 227 people
were detained in La Victoria. Chile’s government did not say what
would happen to the people. iNew York Times, 11/17/84, 4)

In 1973, Chile’s military led a coup against the elacted
=oeialist President Salwvador Allende Gossens. The bloodbath that
fpllowed al=o largely took place in a stadium. That bloodbath is
the background of the movie "Missing."

The flame of resistance in Chile lives and can not b=
reasress=d.

FOR SUPFORTS ELECTIONS

The political representative of most guerrillas in El
Sal vador favors participation in elections in cooperation with the
murderous Salvadoran junta. Social Democrat Guillermo Ungo, head
of the Democratic Ravelutionary Front (FDOR), sald "we do not want

the lion’cs share of power." "We nesed slections as ®00DON as
possible." (Ngw York Times, 11/17/84, 1)

Ungos who is fraternally aligned to the reformist Sccialaist
International, probably means what he says because his friends in
the Labor Party of Israel and the Socialist Party of France have
gained power through the ballot. The pro-Soviet Salwvadoran
Communi=t Party also favors laying down arms.

The reformist FDOR coalition is very similar ideologically to
the coalition that put Allende in power in Chile.  Unfortunately,
the mocial democrats and reformist pro=Soviet "communistst do not
seem to have learned that it is impossible to "compromise” with
butchers--butchers who killed over 40,000 people in El Salvador so
far. L Fs r

GUERRILLA GROUP FORMS FOR ARMED STRUGGLE IN SALVADOR

O November’ 1st, a Marxist group called the Roberta Sibrian
Fopul ar Revolutionary Movement formed. - The group apparently
favors “popular revolutionary war® and "totally rejects" the FDR"s
talks with the US-dominated Jjunta. Previously a group callsd the
Workers® Revolutionary Movement formed with similar objections to
the FDR. MIM MNOTES is umnaware of the ideology of either of these
groups except that both have been called Marxist. iRetrgit Fr=p
Eregsz=, 11/2/84, 74) ik ' e



MOME OF THE ABDOVE WINS CRUSHING LANDSLIDE YICTORY FOR FRESIDENT

Despite months of propaganda from the press predicting
record turnouts on election day and despite recorc woter
registration of 125 million people, voter turnout for the
president eaked out a bare 0 million votes—52.F% of those
eligible. This figure is a mere three tenths of one percent
higher than the figure for 1980=-the lowest turnout eince 1%&0.

Aapparently, the efforts of Jesse Jackson and others succeeded
in corralling a higher percentage of Black wvoters than usuwal. F0%
vobted for Mondale. The District of Columbia lead the turnout
increase at 5.8%. ipew York Times., 11/8/84, 14, 17}

Nome of the sbove carried every state with an average of
47.1% of the vote. The candidate was said to benefit from the
boredom produced by the two candidates who split the -bourgeals
and middle class vote.

FERCE CORPS PUSHES CORPORATE CREDEMTIALS
In a letter to professors across the country, Loret M. Ruppe,
director of the Feace Corps-boasted of the career development

possible through the Peace Corps. "Many multinational
corporations and Federal Agencies.make a point of hiring returned
Peace Corps Volunteers." Not surprising since they hired them in
the first place. =

WORKER JAlILED IM CHINA FOR OFFOSING BOSH

A woman who put up a wall poster sbout her boss received a
one wvear sentence in the People's Republic of China. Bhe lives in
Shenyang, a city in Manchuria. Her crime falls under the rubric
of infraction of labor discipline.

In China from 1986 to 1976, Mao ledeng, China®s founder and
the world®s greatest contemporary Marzist-Leninist, workers
regularly put up wall posters criticizing their bosses. Indeed,
pfficial committees of workers and others watched over and
supervised their bosses in the factories. Through this kind of
worker contrel, the Cultural Revolution attempted to insure that
no one dominated the workers and that the wnrkera learned to run
plants themsel ves.

Since 1974 a state :apitslilt counterrevolution overthrew
socialism imd China..-The new rullnq-c1a55 uses prxsnnt.and jailm
to keep workers in linmde . cocopasiomdd luinimii foiiaf @ -caigy

- Howevery; such repression alwayE En:nunterg re:;ltance.
"Reports in the official press acknowledge that. there have been
work stoppages, sit-ins and heated confrontations between workers -
and factory. mannqern.f {(Jim Mann, "Why-China’s Factory Workers
Are Unbappy," San Francicco Chronicle, 10/31/B4g L&)

" Much of the protest concerns recent "refdrms™ that drive’
China further back into primeval capitalism. It seems that the
state capitalist class is having a hard time maintaining welfare
capitalism and is moving toward free market capitalism. In one
instance, the recent "reforms" attempted to cut fringe benefits
and to dock pay for failwe to achieve gquotas. Workers went on
strike; marched to the so-called Communist Party headguarters and
petitioned against the reforms. The workers wnn. but two months

Tt e
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NEW

—The Political E:nFnEE of the Counterravolution in Chinas 1974-24.
Historical roots of the counterrevelution, counterrevolution in science
and technology, agricultural appropriation by the state capitalist clase
capitalist indu;trr} trade union farce, sexism, coercion of labor ocut of

labor—power, the anarchy of pruducfipn, exacerbation of the division of
labor. 240pp., aver 5nﬂ1ru¥urlg:-tg $5.30 & .50,

CALL FOR ARTICLES, MEWS ITEMS
HAVE YOU READ SOMETHING IN THE NEWS THAT SHOULD BE IN A
LEAFLET? SEND IN ARTICLES OR NEWS TIDBITS FOR MIM TO PUBLISY 0=
+ WRITE UP. IN DEPTH REPORTS MAY BE CHOSEN FOR OUR LIT. LIST. <F
SENDING QHTIELEE, HE REBERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT.

BACE ISSUES

Mo. 1 exposes Mondale on Central America, the Democratic Farty 1-
war and the failure of liberalism.

No. 2 exposes the crackdown of the South Rfrizan Srmy on
anti-colonial rebels.

Mo. 3 picks up on the big CIA manual flap in Micaragua and shows
East-West contention and how Central America fits in U5 plans
for escalating the current World War.

Mo. 4 concerns napalm use in El Salwvador, Iran and the problems
of UE banks.

MNo. 5 is about the fascist clampdown on the anti-colonial general

strike in South Africa, US preparations for further war in Centra.

America and capitalism in China,

SEND 20 CENTS FOSTABE PLUS 10 CENTS PER BACK ISSUE IN STAMFE DR
CASH.

SUBSCRIBE Z0 CENTS FPER ISBUE——POSTABE STAMPS OR CASH PLEASE.

THE HHEIET INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM) IS5 A COMMUNIST

GROUP THAT UFPHOLDS MAOD AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTIONM. WE ARE A MEW

. MAME SECTION SLANK. .

GROUP THAT FORMED ON OCTOBER 15T, 1983 AS THE REVOLUTIOMARY
INTERMATIONALIST MOVEMENT (RIM). RENAMED (MIM) ON MAY 15T, 1934,
(MIM) HAS NO TIES TO ANY OTHER ORGAMIZAT ION. (MIM) MEMBERS ARE
WORLD CITIZIENS, NOT AMERICANS, AND THEREFORE UPHOLD
INTERNATIDNALISM AS A GUIDING VISION.

THE (MIM) STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTION IS PREMISSED OM ANTI-
IMPERIALIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORK. PART OF THAT
WORK IS TO EMBODY MARXISM-LENIMISM MADISM IN ANALYSES OF CURRENT
EVENTS. (MIM) ASKS EVERYONE TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM NOTES® AS PART OF
THEIR WORK ABAINST® THE CURRENT WORLD WAR™AND THE SOURCES OF THAT -
WAR . S M - s A : =tk

- L 5 bl e ST R

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS BY MAIL, SEND 30 CENTS FER ISSUE FOR. AS MANY. .
1351ES DESIREDY ISSUES WILL BE IRRESULAR-—HOPEFULLY EVERY WEEK OR
10 DAYS—--DEFENDING OM THE FLOW OF WORLD EVENTS. DOMATIONS: =~ ©
WELCOMED. NO CHECKS WRITTEM TO. MIM, PLEASE. . WRITE CHECKS WITH -awows

Maoist Internationalist Movement (MIM)
. P.O. Box 289 i
Cambridge, MA 02140 i duie
CEND ENR EREE | ITERATI IRE | 10T G,
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SOVIETS MATKH S DRWt FOR WL

the Soviet Union apnounced sn Novesber it would
match the United States? .11;Ear1Lt Btrategy 'mleng its
military spending 12% for I98%. The Soviets f
"will not allow the military-stra Bgic eguil =
upsat,.! -rHI'Jun Tr'juui, 1178 /84, 1) ke llgle
Tor WS and Soviet military Boending ERis ceEnt ~lime to
darld War I oand II.

Unce again the Soviset Union dercngtratss it = o
Hetante" kith the UB. This B regquilibrium® is the stosids
build wp for World Ware III. thz guise of d=terring the
opponsnt both sldes boild e Wal™ o The: cnly guestion hat
remaifng i= when one side bhecomes o threatened by the ptherrs
build up that tt starts a pre—emptive strike and WWIITL. Erar the
dangers of the arme race and the causes of militari=m =2 *he MIM

ilterature List,)

U3 imparialism and Soviet sacial-
thnemssliver to be inexarably hEadsd for
deter them. Indeed, the two econoamies
to dllies and the Third World. The mi
peErvasive and daminant portion of bath

inanimate obigcte can not “iteep the

revolutionary change in social relations
profit-driven collision of mmpires,

~HILE ROCKED BY FROTEST AMIDST CLAMSDORRN

Even ws the Chilean military roundsd up Thougsands of seople
3" detention, =xile #nd probable murder, 1% &ambs sxploded im the
capital of Chile-—Santiago. Public bransportation was stonppd by
protestss women shouted agaipst the F::EWE gviEn as thay were
arrest=d; wives banged pots in traditiconal protasi; EWSDE Ers
ware boycotted and calls were made +:r = gk a2t hams BErike.
ighicagos Teibune, 1i/28/584)

Alreagdy the Reagan Administration fears " "anothse

Micaragua.®" The US hat critici=ad Pinochet
affairs with the proper smoothnmess. He Fa
bourgecis conservative forces with "k
With the usual paternaliem the US 5
role in Latin Ameriza: "“‘We want th
stepe to help themselves bhefore i+

trlﬂm."' :l:.lgl.-\.l "|"ﬂr'|.‘ ?'i.ﬂ]E'E-,. 1:-_.12 P

AFL-CI0D BUREAUCRATS LEND LABOR"S MAME TO OCCURPATION OF GREMaDAS

The Republican Institute contributed 500,000 Yo mlection
campaigning in GBrenads. The American IhEtlthtE for Free
Development also put in "Eeh, GO0 0 7,000,

The Free Trade Linion Inuh_$ute hae allocated more than
¥HU, 000 to the "central labor mos ‘ement™ in Grensda to train the
peaple of Grenada in 1ts future 3= US FES=Ccol oy,

This activity heips the US government to Ecept thz Laborgsg

G- ST mafaging L E
izrgated svar

ta -
gm to take mome E“n.t.JctlvE
ise too late for us to heip

of Erenada. It is no secret that the US has =emt Esychologleal
manipulatian teams to Grenads to manufa-ture & political

atmoeshere favorable ta the mlection and mesintenance of a Ue

puspet regime, The US's 4molicid edomEement want km Ko ha iﬂl



ok Times, 2284 Mot surprisincly, the 1S manos ecturss

"lapcelide wistary! dn the eiectiond
SE domInenis of Jrefad? 15 g2 soperiant a8 30 anameis o
Chee riorld that U U8 Fas gt 2w STl RS 155 R
= Granada. Thet includes 219 millico #5+ Gropsda’ s sirsse- —-o
that its i UE hands, 99.8 million =% fganey fFar Internati ool

levpiopment money for e mental hdspital to replace *He ans —e US
Gombed in the invasion and $2.5 millich to brain menagemsnt LA f:s
job contralling isbor, LCanadas chippee in with 32 miiiiaon

for & conge program and the Eurspean Dewelopmsnt Bank has
soened $¥1.8 nillion for eleciric generztors. 15 an
-rcapgisecp Chem 13, 19531484, O Th= UB )

invasion hag clesrsd the way for & massive edport of capitsi from
the U5 imperialist bloc to its naw Heostage--GOranada.

[ER&GELISZ BOMB PALESTIMNIAMS

Israrli planes bombed supscsad Palestinian bazem Willisg #fivs
Palestinians snd tWo Lsbhspess in thie Belas Yalley. tEhicsage
Cheees, 11/775784) The Bekas valley is held by thae Huerisna zng
thelir fectionsi allae 5 =t =ng PLL. Fhe Sowist=s man Sabi=sirgrsess

miEzlle Dattaries thore,
The attack is alsp sigrnificamt becsuss it ie

!F

Jmetad ths
"""" Syrian PLE Bt thHe same tlcr tHat tha Hest=/n press Aas aosar
“ﬁ“ualdﬂn; Arat b’z Imsge 83 the: lesder of the PLIL Fhe. F-Os
Mational Cowuncil masting suppoeedly gave Srafat & geEcisive wicoor
gver pro-Svirian FLO factionsz

As ususz! asnother yvear of Israsmli gonoacide acsinst the

Pal=s=tinisns was rewsrdad by Washingten., ltaragl, the largest
recipisht of forgign aid —ecsives abon® 27 of U2 seraeigs 8td or

oy tistelyy B9UD gper perecn. Foi- ofiscal 1FES mhe U5 hss siresd
piunLEn daown Fl.2 Biliion. A tocal of ak lgsast 2.5 bBiiilson is

dus. (Chrigiign Sgispcs Moriroe, 12/50584, 8

UE STHNKE CLAWS INTG CHINA

Binee 197%, the US has made $8 billion in Hirect investments
in the Peopie"z= Republiz of China. FRiz vs %2 bGillzon 'mors ohsn
Lhina plannet scobrding ko B=213ing Revigw hoaate. (Ber jing

Eeeizwg, L1/108008E, 135

THE MAOIST INTERNATIONMLIET MCVEMERT (MHM! IE A COMMLMIS
CROUFP THAT UPHOLDSZ MAC AND THE CLLTURSL REVILUTION. WE ARE A MEW
GRCLLS THAT FORMED ON CCTOBER 15T, 1993 52 THE REVOLUTIONARY
(WTERNATIONGLIST MEVEMENT (RIM). AEMARED (MIME OM MAY ST, 1904,
MIMY HAS ND TIES TO ANY OTHER JRGANIZATION. (MIM MEMEEFS ARE
WaEL D CITITENS, NOT AMERICAMNS. MDD THEREFORE USHELD
INTERMATICONALIGH A5 A& GUIDING VISION.

THE {MImM) STRATESY FOR REVOLUTION (IS PREMISSED OM ARNTL—
IMPERIALIST AMD ANTI-MILITARIST ESUCATIONAL WIRE. PART OF THaT
WORE IS TO EMEODY MARXISM-LENINISM MADISM IN ANALYSES OF CUREEMT
EVEMTS. (MIM) ASKS EVERYONE TO DISTRIBUTE “MIM NOTES" &85 PapT oF
THEIR WORE AGAINST THE CURRENT WORLD WAR AMND THE SOURCES OF THET

L |
Ca

FUR SUBSCRIPTIOME BY MAllL, SEND 30 CENTS PER 1S3UE FOR 45 mMapy
[S5UES BESIRED. ISEUES WILL BE IRREGULAR-<-HOPEFULLY EVERY 'WEEM DR
16 DAYES—DZPENDIMG OM THE FLOW OF WORLD EVENTS, DONATIONMS
WELCOMED. ND CHECKS WRITTEN TO #™iM, PLEAZE, WRITE CHECKES WITH
MAME SECTION BLaMNK.

a



REELRD MUOMBER OF US BANFE IN TROURLE: MNEED WAR T 2USINEDCS

UeEaiis & Two YeERr UEturn 10 Sha sstsmamy, 797 banh: requdre
govarnment sUpET YIEian. *FE Ptinber Wwas oSy 23 in the 197378
FecBEs2onm. (Mop el T R 1P 2T O

The fzderal ooy BrmmEnE '”"'W;]\ forced tuo mador banvs—3Sant
ot America =rd First Neticnsl of Ohicegs o reteil some !pons and
adabt toughe Igsn pelicies. Ine fact inst this weae dons pub) o
EEAreE Eane Eanlares who =z "TYagreied shooar thE puoiicts !
pEerseption of the nerisumneese of SHhe proolom. " R Yo Trmees,
“Hanhere Fear E{fecte o g

of Reculetors”™ Maves,. 117177840
Althodgh the banksrs are afrazd, thsy clearly have ns

sonEtristive sglutians: thems=sives s 2heyY are sil gocing atsng =eTh

goveErnmant's pressures te o mshe Tzwed losns, The banksre koo
the US qc?urhmwnt acts in their owverell class interssts.  For

= 5iE
ke to et gosefmmEnts
F inteErest 0 ThE
Icoaerl s wellToEing and pSliticel EtacilEny &f tha gevesrmenes

that THey hHave medes 5o many loans ‘o ThtyY as soumoisg on TiEs

F'Y
gt 11 ¥he interest of UE meltiocasto St
ca qan}Eru;:lt. I'ndead, —h= UE DankE have

inetance, the US government dpesned up [hins 0 UE cradits snd L2
1_:-1.'.:-;1“;_:.12.';':._:'., Ewgrs moSe, Gt REzgarn "3 Sripg —o Ohine heosaid
"1l g e=-a =aldEmen, Jd=Iin2 swsevkEntng I 3 soirt
oF LS ing s "Bt ChAhErE o sttty 60 My B 2
pirginEss 2o the Tided Wa-Ld I B0 OvSEiLE0
Fpor- ERE multiGation ECrEoraTionD Snh ThHiT B b o
frpancinl to-fank p ; wF Ehp THird I.u:*- Yancy o
The QU= Dand =2 YEOLE & maSE1vVE t woolo
InsSgr mine e bearka an =il EETT
TERET . e L4 o — R el v | =

Th= Dany et Ta Tegu e Y Lt
=n Thiro horld Ssuntries. Ol misEly, 3351 th z
pave 1=gsa "Pn.‘l—l.i!r'ae whion I58ns sre not oal DUt mrerseEas bl -

-

"
it |

varigiose Latin Lmemicen governokents, o irnstancy.  (Hltimszsls Shd
Denhs muot coure on obhes LD SSETImInt S omeEn =L SEmii. T AR
iins thrcugh war znd the promiss of further loans va stey o tos
L Bror and onst oF the EovietiibictE.  Thay are Soodgpesndept o ©he
asrodz e ord of foraion loene that they often o noct SEpeEct o
reczive their money pasl on lgenE—anly intersst osymepts,

Banl; America, Fi~=t Thacagc, LDomminsntal IDIin0if, e === Fa
CHeml Eal , [ha=s Manhattan, Msmrscturers Fanoeer. torges Badsans
ene SErkers Trumgt nave losns owe T Laton americs to2nalisng T
=1 llign. '"hat Fepras=pte & disturping I5FH gF e Ganls
—apitel.® (Cige. LII27EM, Df) Especialiy afis tnE 9355 @i

HE &
—rigis, Thirg Wprig countries were FrEeling egonomisally. FHa
graue thst thsitr faFz2izn loans wase ercoursgeg By officlel s #%
the WS Troasusy and Federal RegesryieE. Thoey Temred That
devsloping countries would bscome sconomically ane poalitacally
unstable if credit wae danied.” ihdda}

Howevar, e«gn {ngreasing inwvestments in £he Third World
are barely keeping the banking system aflogat. 71 oDanisE nave
feiled ip 1904 =c dzr. That'= the post =ince at loapt 1577
[Ibid., 42} These failures are actuslily par-t of the policy ot
the UE Governmest Whilch is toying to weszd out wesk Banks.
Darzgguiation,  hewmever,; has only woreensd Thne competition amengst
barks: "A= thzy became free of much feder-gl reguelation, Eanks
began 2ngaging in- Budicidal price’ warsa! (Ibid. Such
compebitian drivees Bankz o make laosns to +torelgn COURLCzESE =veEn
though =2hHif means implicit relisnEes &0 US militarsy $oi-cp shoulc

FEEaYERL of loanes ot 08 |:lrth:::u:.i—=;|.' One forde- wice-prgpl QE2ns
cEEmOEra Thie gBy b2 zEhc nthers Seciodd not T meliE - & 1C3N 0
Demmalric. PHen T Qay; howeve™, & ComEptitsr sTeppEd in toomaike Lh=

2\



e

b OaE . "t ERiG ggveral monthm, t M e (FEEIELINCE 3¥ gy =an
T L EegVEs Ho soberecgn fEfding ShvE Lav. T Y Shdd, wE)

Tha U geamlepmess s
STECAMENO SEi EnErmoara dpspoTste B o oInd Do cansFe=E pE =i “E
1= - pusitnass, ThE by ogess Unthipegs aoli-ss 1= the Sowlgh 5 ==, =
qamking svsten provleds comoeil She U3 £0 5o to wer to Sihan ue Al
Tske sway zart of toe Scvies blac for US bBreinses.

L0

thr=
FMlar
Bl l
o f i

DIVEETS FROM THEEE FIEME I SOUTH AFRICH

fala Unilverdgity wes forz2d =0 otvest $3.! million worth =f
Hodn UE companies that operazae in spartheid South ai=ica, F
E tampeandes Fraubhaur Internmatoaonal Lide, Blech % Deghes
facturing Co. and Amdanl refused ts aven describe what the.
Atinn in South Africs. They sven refused to sign the
ivern Princinles, «hich ara & Figieaf =gt of guidelinmae that
ity that & U3 comoany doos not segregate {t= facilitiss gng

gdiracrdininstg in ealsries. lEeE Fi.t ldt. list on South Atries.')

The ivory-towsr haz= bSeen rocipd for s 1==% wear by the
of thoupsnds of =stucents orotssting Yale = investmont in
e Thaot turmol. Aldo Sroke oot samongat Litshen woriers
te A FRLhn 9w kitchEn workers has isft ¥Yale wWithout Fooo
Undtubtan fals c/ficials fivgr 52 fo5inc
Lubente action That wEf #0 atfechive n snotting dows

SAN FRAMCISCO ANTI-INTERVENTION RALLY ATTACKED &Y POLICS

Ouar twenty pecple wmers arrestsg durinig & demncnetration
@n Nevienber goh agmanat Seorefsey of O=fense Caspar Weinberger =o
srgimsat UE imperisiizm®s olan &9 imvade Sestral Americ=,.  ThHe
pigs =ven attgcked camers crews frorm the mejor Television

i ¥

g e i BT

Mee ~3mer-aman =21d, "1t was frightsning.™ But how elss

san the agesnts of tRo ~tiiay ~lEss covar in their adtion=s &nd
matisfy their magters whco sre trying to escelate their war in
Cantral Aserics?

in their escalsting war by proiy with the Soviet
sosfsi-inpe~idliate, UE reactianaricss 98%@ no choice buk &p =kisle
i sseEnt Like the Clash" sa e, avesdy wip Shinkd thora t=
“trosgom of apessn" S0 thiz sauntey encold Ysotaolly tey iE,7
Tragressicvse pedpld In the antl ~intsEtion sovemens ahoid g uriss
<@ W3 azainsh i invalesssnt zng wals ;3 -the wincla werl 2 bessize
“= a0 not molyes =ha progblss oF WS sceriallis=n in Cortes. Smarsc=
withoeet overthrowing the pigs and <5eirc negtero.

M ARBOR YOUTH STAGE RONNING DIE-TIH AGHIMST MUCLESR Uare

WiieT akartasd as & rubn-cr—the-riii diesin Surned inso AR

adsiancel action-agaimgt MUdisaE wer an Wedneaday , Movemb=r 2is:s,

High

acrigel and gellesge ysuth) theluding: acontingsnt of gunks

marthed arount the University of Michigen chanting %1, 2. 3, &4 We
Don®t Want Yaour Fucking Mar!" Later when palice trisd to break up
the die-in at g traffic inters=ction the rejoindsr "S5, & 7, 8 We

i

wWitEm

t Want Your Fascist Stats!" was scdsd.

The Peaceniks in the crowd sang "Give Pesece a Chanc=," but
the police muilised out their clubs the demonstration

ran from intersectieon to intersection in Ann #rbar disrupking
traffic and chanting the whole way. The faster the thras polics
chasaed tha fastar the youth disruphed traffic and spreag their
message "Hzll No, We Wan't Clow!® Sz although the grzurs had thes
d0s idesiism of bhe chapt "Makm Love, Mot War:, " 1% also had the
saavy te run from policss rather thaop turning tne other chesk to b=
Elakraad,

3L
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Maoist Internationalist Movement 0. 8

BLACKS 1T US-SSUTHARRICA

bEMKETD LIZET T i
e Azanisn People' rganizaticn led dpmonetrations in Bowkh
Africe that spotred Sen. Ecward MEdy . Chantang "Eeaoeey oo
Fecrimig ¥, the APD sald that Konnedy ""must be informed that the
Mo ESEE el el oF ARania arg-nok tlcket to the presidency
st that ool Breem include=s the imperis shte of the itinited
Al s et b Fres gz -1 S e e
The South pdrican regime, which dosgs not tolerate pold bleal
ackivity ¢ Blacks sent police to phyelcally attack and arrest the
demnstratorse; even thouoh, Frime Minister Botla savs hat he and
ity A = n hopeless diesagreessnt.
The damenlal vnity bBetwen ha UE Bovernment §oelwding
nedy &l th# apartheid regime became readily apparent: throwgh

i ons ofF the &l x| demonstrators. Lh ¢ il !‘_-|| i |—:l?-' r Mobhe]
Fafice Prize winnee Bigl

ip Desmond Tutu choss to play the role of
mediator and negotliator for Lhe Black peopls By apologizing to
Fennedy for the Hlack pecple: We are sarry that you may disgover
that those of owr community who have | Ltsagreed with the inwvitatian
We mace TO you wWill indicate their aopposition. I am =sarry.

(Ibid.) ety hs ' part to play i his country's liberation,

the dowut

Ut @3 8 leader he has sarved as a tonl of Lennedy ar

c i Us TROOPS TN COMEBAT IM CENTRAL AMERICA

oopa secraetly f missions in Micaragus and Hooduras
Pransporting armec broops, 1ncluding wounded cnes-——most FHkelwy
Mlicaraguan Corrkrat the father of one Warrant OFficer Donald

Alvey Was =R iF he ever falled to return ffam one of

those miesions, the Army already had & story to maks up for

ito and his crew @ ol Sappearsnce etroit Fres Fraps,
15678410 oo cied in 1983 in a supbosed helicopter cerash oed

he coast of Virgind a.

Lo officlals have alrestdy ackndwl pdged that the C1A dirscteel
attacks on @il plipelines and tanks 1n Nicaragua. Don
wEY may have crashed while ftralping in piranhia bosts—=the =ame
bype wsed the CIA raid,
Troope like Dhan give the Army permission to make Bp st e
|

albowut their dea

i
+
(W]
fis

=10
IL

h. Surwivieres either claim they don’t koo

anything or that what they know te top-secret.,
i don't want to go to Jail, " said one survivor obviously awas
of the milltary's power to discipline him.
the troope are equipped with bribe morey in
rase they crash, unofficial weapons, no untrirms, only civiliars
cipthes; & credit card and explosive:
I¥ they get in troubile, the US Geeseng

Eheir own rather

o blow up their vehicles.
3 leaves the lLrpops on
than achknowledoe #mbarassing secret operatl ons.

The emphasis on SECPECY BCOurs becauses the governhent dosg
wt want to stir up pubil

= opinian, espacially by vinlating
thie War Powers Bct, which requlres a declaration af war for

prolonged combat aclivities. One high ranking Defenee official
1

= &% It would pot be urnusual for thi A s to be done that T wWeild
not hnow ahout, Reagan himself ia cagey. He savs "“we & =
Eompiving with the law, *" atill hMe agdinits UsS role ain

Hepupting ""supply lines which are ouee] s Il e { X
il S s, P ¥ B W e CSURDRLYInG the guerrillas i il



US SFEnbs sge MILLICN DM yYAaCH) ROCE

Thie Fentagon, Nash ard FIT Prof=sctors are butlding the yackt
that the us ROPEE to regsin the America's Cup that Australiz won
1N an upsct in 19Q3, The %40 millipn 12 Justified by Patriotiem:
"ItTe up ko the pecple @f this nation, a matter of naticnal
Pride®™ paig the director of o Ny yacht club Coughing up $£17
millieon, "*By God, if anybody can dp it, we Americans can, * o
tann_Arbor News, 1Z2/2/84, RE1) Nothing better demonetrat=c the
Fidiculous Lengthe—evan maniprul ating "amateur Eporte=-—the Uppe-
Claesee will oo to evola Patriotiem. The FPentagon, Nacph el
Yachting mMillionaires a1} have an interest in Fallying tne FEDEle
to their cive it *PECtzrcles like the YAChtdFRg mar s, Theyshopne
the masses cf Seopige Will not notice what privriviec t4im countey
hesz.

FI0 000 WOULD jave AVERTEL ETHIORIA Famiic
Dezazlus Enterprigsxz Fresidernt Alen Parker said that jre
Corporetion used multiep:etral Ecanners to detact undergrsund

water roscrvoics five years age in “ibve. He blamed the ffrican
regicn ireluding Cthiopie +or lack of F140, 000, Falitiecsal
ﬂtabiléty and awarugreze af the technml:gy that could Have
discove-ad Water ang prevented Ethiopia®s drought, kst “he
corporats head proves is that mitltimational Corporations zre TG
blame !:=r the famine., (arp arko- Mepe 1279/84, 1)

ETHIGRFI at: RES I HE STARVING: OUT REBEL AREAS

‘Fe Ethicpian Fegime is npt allowing food aig to reack thp
Tigre or Critrec——tus countries fighting a war of liberatizn
against Ethiopiean military dominatieon., R:cnrdihg to relief BEEMN Sy
Bressrocot s Internatipnz] and the Wsll Strest Journal, Etticpic i
trying to Eterve out the people of the two countries tp drain
their susport for the guerriiles.: Th= Tigre Feoplete
Liberatsiop Fremt sadd 1,500 pepple dis A day-in the licee e
starvation, WA Toray, 12712/84, =a) "US-te Increace C3crat
“tod A:c for Ethinpiats," Wall Stroet Journal, 12/17/84)

ather tran Panic ils already ehal lpw Eupport, the Ethiom:ar
I EQ1mE dres not EVEN admit that Eritres and the Jigre Pawve
intependasnt guer-illa forces With base aresc outside Ethiopian
control , " Theoas attacks asre Just the wark of scatterco aroups o+
Landites ar terroristg, " "*We can reach &Ny village we want, * -
(Lhoietian b ] S i Oepitor, 1/4:8%) In reality, the
EFLF“'EFJtFEan Fasple’s Liberatiaon Frnng—-:untrni: BOX of
Eritrea and the desperate Ethiopian FEgime uses napelm and
Cluster bombs en Erops and livestecl ta loeve z "scorched eartn, v
The Ethiopian Cergue’s desperation s underscored by ite lo=g o
& food zid Camp 1o rebeis. The Eritreans have a history of
fighting hoth US=baclad and now Soviet-bacied Fecimes 1 Ethicpiz,
The Boviets fave bombed the Eritreans fron the sea and glr. Thear
reslity tears tpo PIlECEE the idca that it ig impoesible tp fight
Both Soviet social-imperialism and US imperisiiem EVEn in the face
of fam:ine.

COLLEGE EBOARDS FREF EBOOMS TEACH BOURGEDIC LASS CONSCIDUSNESS
"ES&. The usefulnesg of the United Mitiong ig thresterczg ;ﬁ;
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MearaRile, the steel cperation isg relatively neglected ang Funs 8
93% of capacity. lew Yark Times, 10731784, Bueiness ERCtion)

INTERNATIONAL CHRIST AN ASSOCIATION (ICa) 417 "EFFECTIVE"™

The ICA collecte monay for wariogs Eharity efforte. Cnly
41% of the moneyY goes to charity projects though. The rect goes
to administration and advertizing costs &nd evangelical and
religious programs. (Mew Yorl Times, 1/11/8%)

While the oroup has sent put pamphlete on Ethiopia to Eclicit
funds, it has not sent One cent of aid to Ethiopia or groups
Wworking there. (Ibid.) Unfortunately, charities that are not
Fun by the victimized themeelves are at bEest inefficient,
FopEtully not cltright fraudulent and in most cases X
gegtructive in ceeating GepeEndency power relations BEpeCislly of
GnE Ccountry over another.

CHIMA S71ILL REVISICNIST

rEports in the Weeiern press that Chira hac Spenly =nd
honestly given up Marxisn BVEn 1n words and not just ection are
greatly eraggerated. (For enample, [etro-t Nows "China Ieiects
Marxiem as= ‘Obsclete. "}  There may be & campaign 90ing on within
the Chincee Communist Farty to give up Marxiem, but to seo tho
conflizt cne would have to read between the lines of official
Etatements like "we Can not eupect the works of Marn and Lznin &t

that tine to provide folutione to our current Froblems." Another
Example is Marxiem is “'5ar trom enough" to splve China’s
probleme. "“'‘The major problem that classical Mar=zism soucht to

=0l ve was the problem of socialist revolution, but the m& jor
Problem we wish to solve i= the problem ot Ebcialict
construction. ™" (Ehriestian Soiencs Monitor, 12/31/84, 2 e wigh
the=ze honest authors campeaigning for the refudiation of Ma~xwism
luck, Eut for now, the latest Chinese FIress releasee stace
nothing but the usual-polemics against "dogmstism® ang
wltralesftiem. ¥ (See MiH 1it. list for boeiis on how Chins
ebanconed Marzigm-in PrEactice but not :n-uorde with the
revision:st coup in T FPTE, )
THE MAlisy IHTEHNQTIUNRLIET MOVEMENT (11} 15 A COMMUNIST
<ROUF THAT UFHOLDS Mo AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION, WE ape A NEN
GROUF THaT FORMED OM OCTOMER 15T, 1983 A5 THE HEUELUTIDNHHf
INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (RI1M). RENAMED (MIM) ON may 15T, 1%g4,
tHiIM) MAS nNOo TIES TD awMy OTHER DRGANIZATION, {MIM} MEMBERS ARE
MWOSLD CITIZEWS, MNOF¥ ﬂHERlERNS, AND THEREFORE UFPHOLD
INTERNAT LONAL ToM AZ A GBUIDING YISION.

THZ (MiM) STRATEEY FOR FEVOLUTION IS PREMISSED on BNTI- 5
IMPERIAL ISTY anp ANTI-MIL1IARIST EDUCAT IDONAL WORIC.  FART OF THaT
WORK IS TO EMpEODY MARXISM-LENIMNISM MADISM IN ANALYSES OF CURMENT
EVENTE, {MIH) Aa5kEs EVERYOME TO DISTRIEBUTE "MIM MNOTES®™ AS FaRT Or

THEIR WOk AGAINST THE CURRCHNT WURLD WAR aND THE SOURCES ©OF THaT
Ak,

POR SUESCRIPTIONS BY MAIL, SEnp 3o EENTS FER ISSUE FOR As Maly

ISSUES DESIRED. ISSUES wiLL g IRREGULAR-~HOPEFULLY EVERY WEEL OR

.o DAYS—-DEFENDING DN THE FLOW OF WORLD EVENTS.  DONAT1OMS

WELCOMED.  NO CHECKS WRITTEN 1o MIM, PLEASE. WRITE CHECKS WiTH 26
= _MAME SECTION BLANK.
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Inaoist Internationalist Movement

ETHIOPIA FEEDS ARMY

ETHICFIAN REEGI StARVES PEOPLE; DIRECTS REEDURCES
COLONIIING EETTHEﬁ TIBEE

The Soviet—backed and nominally Marxist-Leninist Ethiopian regime
finally admitted a famine situation to 13 public. ANASURSL GO 5
“famine ftax" and other eguslly duebious measures for o an 2lrpads

war—devastated economy, the Dergus’'= austsrity program includes
gomestic substitution for imports and & fuel rationing program.
ighrigtian Scipnce: Mportor, 211700, p. 23 13785y p. 100

At the same tim=e, the Dergue recently Fforcibly conscriptsd
afother 40 to S0,000 vouth for the army——Z0, 000 of which are dezloy=d
gg=inst thiopia“s struggling colony-—Eritrea--according to the
Eritrean Feople’™s Liberation Front (EFLF) . The Desrgues hss
drafted 300,000 men in & country where where the labor force 1s
only 13.2 million. By its own figures, 25¥ of the Ethiopian budgst
go=s to the military. ther figures put the military portion gt at
lzam®: S0, iSdulis, Aug. 1784, 7, &)

Arms purchases have made Ethiopia dependent on the Socviet Un:ion.
The debt to Eastern bloc countries is over %5 billion. Cther dabts
tetn]l 8498 million. €Ibid.) According to the EPLF, Ethigopia spends

OO o 900 million dollars a year on military excursions.
Ethiopia™s conditions have suffered. Aside from the taming,

affigcial Figures put education &t T.ZX and heslth at 1.7% of +the
Ethiogpian bucget. Sub—-Saharan Africa averages a physiclar for svary
12,187 peogple. Ethiopia averages one for 358,490 p=ople. [mTant
mo-tality in Sub—Saharan Africa averages 117.&8 per thousand. in
Ethippia, decpite a supposed Farsist—Leninist Ravolutibn BLaMTED IR
174, th2s infant mortality is 1435.1. tIbid.

In 8<ri=n Now, July 1984, Ethigpia’s Chief Commissioner of Roligf
ernd Rehabilitation, Major Darwit W. Biorgis was interviswsd. 8- et
out that "gbout T miliion people +ace starvation becesuse =+ the
drought,"” but "the Soviet comrades, operating from their barrack=liks
gusrters in Ggddis fAbaba. tEthiopia®™s caepitsall hawve baen flying meat
and wvegetsbles regularly from Ethiopia to Moscow.” (ibic., 18V

THE MARDIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM} IS A COMMUNIST FPARTY
OFFOSED TO THE SHAM MARXISM-LEMINISM OF THE SOVIET UMION AMD FOST-197&
CHINA. WE ARE ACTIVE IN OPPOSING IMPERIALISM AND ITS RELATITNS OF
DEPENDENCY-—FOR EXAMPLE THE EXPLOITATION OF ETHIOPIA AND ITS COLOMIZS
By THE SUPERPOMERS. WE SEEK TO EDUCATE PEOPLE TO THE MATURE OF
IMPERIALISM AMD ITS TWIN BROTHER--MILITARISM.. PO BOX 289, Camb.. MA
02180, SEND FOR FREE LIT. LIST. CRITICISMS, CONTRIBUTIONE, CLIPSINGS
WELCOME., SUBSCRIPTIONS 30 CENTS PER ISSUE.

Meanwhile, what food flows into the country from donors oOrZEn
gnds up in the hands of troops fighting to colonize Eritrea and tOE

tigre. A German delegation found that foode delivered by the

European Economic Community ended up in the hands of treocops fighting ir
Eritrea. The German parliament delegates were &ble to photocgrsph
butteroil tins from +the EEC in Ethigpian military depots receEnRtly
liberated by the EFLF. They alen photographed Soviet bomosnells

————— —_—— e k- [ P iy ] =y "‘2'_"]'_



vverall, “sccording to one senicr reiis: pfficial whe szked pos eg
. ] L Y D — Ty LIL = . -
22 identified, anly about one-third o+ the food arriving in Ethioria iw

A Eihiﬁiiii“‘iliiﬂmiii‘Zi.:iE;ii"f;!a+é§'-‘ﬂ? ok Lomes, 2/15/85,
- te oed headesd for the
icdan, where many Ethiopian refugess from colonizes areas ars in qsod.
r:najiy, what food gets in +the hands &f famine WISRTimE may oE ot 7..
CoeET of tha sEplitting of familiwe gmd reEeTtlEemeEnt gut o+ SITESE "é-r
TELzglE are active aCCcording to the irnternaticnal Caprittess nd ;n ;L;
Cirome TiBid. Y Only YErY young and very old pEaple are 18+t im )
Acrt¥ern aress. The TEQIME iz moving 1.5 millien peopie. B -4
DONATE INTELLISEMTLY ! NUEZNA—=RUN By ERITREANS, PO JC: =y

HT_ LULZE.  BRASEROOTS INTEENQTIENQL—hﬁHEHIEANE IN ERITREA ANl CTas:
UFFRESSED RESIONS IN THE WORLD, PD BOX 12, EAMBRIDBGE, Ma nZ:zo.

"ETHIOPIA EXECUTES CAPTIVES

o

- — — —

On January Pth and 10th, the Ethicpian government puecutes - E-LF
priscners. The EPLF holde several thousand Ethiopiane in goed heaith
and pericdically releases Ethibpians, who have beer showm toe g
g¢ the justice of the Eritrsan struggle.

EFPLF CRITICIZES PLD PARLIAMENTARISM

Asked whether he believes in  the gstablishment of instiitiutipcss
like the PLO, the Vice Secretary General of the EPFLF =aid +he EpRLE
rejected "ime enperience of the Palestinian Mational Counczl.®
"Effective authority lies in the hands of individuais who de  as tnay
wishy and we do npot wish te have a formal parliament outside which
decisions are made." (fdulis, wol. I, 1%} The EFLF thus criticizegs
the PLD a8 an unprincipled coalition., The EPLF has & centralized and
disciplined organization that fights as one.

In response to criticiems of this Position, one Palestinian wrote
to defend +the EFLFE. "I certainly believe +“hat tre Falzstinian
=xperisnce is the property of all free men the world over 3s well g5
all those intarested in the Falestinian revolutisn: and anyone car
present his visws and, thereby, participate in the soluticn 2f the

Froblems of the Palestinian revolution.” (INid.) Jewad Haeszan Ho==
not ask  For chearlesders for the PLO. He nas recognized  the duty o+
ail to criticize and contributs £5 the Falestinian revolubi=n. L

=dpport blind phrasemongering for the &LO iz to promste pelit:
igrnorance and naivete amongst the MABEES and to bring about poliita
demcralization in difficult times such asz now exigt for the PLO.

= Ea
e
=

ISRAEL ATTEMFTS TO USE AFRICANS ABAINST FALESTIMNIARNS

FTaking advantage of the plight of the Ethiopizan people, I[srael
has airlifted 14,000 Ethiopian Jews out of the Sudan. Controverszial in
the first place because ths airlift amounted to kignapoing withk fhs
Ethiopian regime’'s tacit spproval, the airlift ended with vigoralus
Ethiopian complaints once the international media started %z ~=oprs
the secret airlift.

Where did these Ethiopian Jews end up” Hundr=ds went to5 "the
Kiryat Arba esett] sment putside Hebreon in the WHess Barmk." how ek
Tiges. 1/18/7B5, 1)

The HWeat Banl: ic Ssccupiaed by an Iprael
mingrity. It is a major arena for brutal Us/Zianist regrazsicn of
Falestiniang. Mot a few observcrs have campared the situstzor <o the
=0—call=sd homelands in South Africa for- Blacke set up by the whits
minority regime.

The Ethiopian Jews have bemn airlifted from starvation arc Flaced

in one of the political hotepots of +he world., "Dut of tne firs ard
into the frying pan?" Maybe, There can be no doubt <hough as to wat
snother scheme for hnec—colonialism covered Bp  with so-zali=d
humanitarian motivations, The Ethicpians are being used +for Zionist

expaneion and +to divide the pettle of the Migddle—Eaed smd St ew 4

T — it
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ISRREL TERRORIZES THREE LEPAMESE VILLAGES
In response to the rebellion of Shiite Musliss against Israeli
pccupation, the Israeli army has rounded up men in three villages in
Lebanon for interrogation and unkrown treatment. Eight people in Arss
Salim were killed. JIsrael alsno lewvelled 135 hous=es. 150 armoresd
vehicles were involwved in anm attaclk on Deir Kanun. Jther recorts
described helicopter gunshipss and tanks, which wers bombing the
willages. The Ffull gitent of +this ranekeld invasion of Leboncn F
subjecticon of the Lebanese people to USfisraell imperiali I
koown at this tinoe. Moy York Tines, =fZ2/.89) In anmy ca =
gtrocitie=s anainst the Letanecse and the resistance of +h
destroys the mvtn that the 1982 {nvaeion of Latanon aime

the enpulsion of tka FLO.

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE MURDER ANOTHER 23 IN EVICTIONS )

The apartheid regime killed 23 ip an @ffort to Bvict Black
squatters from white urban arsazae. (Mgw Vorl Times, Z/22/8%, 5) The B0
Black population of South Africa is only allowed on the 13% of “he
lanc--the so-called homelande--unless they have pErmits te work im =
white areas. Often only male wage—-marners are =llowed to live an £h
white areas and in company housing. Their famili=ss oftan follow thoi-
husbands toward the urban sr=zzc= and set up shackes in sguattér towrns.

hHa
-

SCUTH AFRICA CONTINUES REFRESSION OF BLACK FOLITICIANS

Seven activists of the United Democratic Front ars charged with
treagon. The United Pemocratic Front protested changes 1n tHe Soutk
African Constitution that reinforced Black non=-citiz=nship 1n ths
Country.

t about the same time. MNobel Feace Prize winner Melson Mandela
decided to stay in prison rather than accede to terms for his relasss
dictated by the apartheid regime. Mandela appears to favor armed
struggle. However, Mandela is actually part of that reformist wing of
the AMC that would call a truce if the apartheid regime would
"“legalize us, treat us like a political party, and negotiate with us.
Until they do, we will have to live with the armed struggle. **
Christian Scjence Mopitne, 1/29/85, 1) Unfortunately, ths AMC often
tireats armed struggle as a way to the bargaining tabls, not a feans o4
genuine libsration from colonial rule.

U5 "ECONDMIC AID" TO EL BALVADDR A COVER FOR MILITRRY AID

A congressional investigsation led by Senator Mark Hatfisle hes
disclosed that contrary to Congressional appropriafions, [rzad
appropriations for media consumption] most of US aid to the Salvacorar
junta has been military. Three-guariers of 1.7 Billion ifn aid to
the Salvadoran regime since 1980 was suppoeed to be so-calisd meo-omic
aid. In reality, only 15% of the money went to economic aid. T
fork Times, 2/12/85, 1) Our more sophisticated readers will recognize
that the US°s propping up of the Salvadoran scongmy 15 only intended t=
legitimize the Salvadoran regime and to buy off the Salvadcoran pEopi
This may be cheaper than shooting pecple sometimss; although,
forruption guaranteee that the regime leaders pockets moet =f the
so—called econpmic aid.

The Congress also pointed cut that it is Americsns who ars= rLunmang
the bombing missions in E1 Salwvadar by sg@lecting targets snd
maintaining advanced eguipment. Demonstrating the strategic prozioss
the US Congress hae fighting Reagan—style, the Congress documsntad
that & high profile request by Resgan last year for 93 million
emsrgency aid was unnecesssry. The report did not say that tra aid wss
illegitmate, only that the Salvadoran army was well-supplied snd Had
access to $32 million to make furthor purchases should the need arizo.
Rather than claim that no advisers shauld be in El Salwvador to help
bomb the Salvadoran people., the Congressicnal Report clzsimed tMat
Feagan had twice as many asm approved 8y the Congress. CIbid. TG



to buy off the Salvadoran pecple. Hatfield claime that Reagan ussd
faise information to justify the Reagan strategy for the Vietnam—lile
=ituation in El Salvador. This kind of factional struggle amongst the
US imperialists is a good sign that the struggle in El Galvador is
going well.

Current aid o El Salvador 4ie supposed to bBe S225 millien anm
goenamic 2id-and $128 million in military mid. Eesgen 1is proposEing an

increaep of F100 million in BCOoOnDmiCc B5i0. He wWwantE & =otad =f
million in military mid. fRlgw York Times, 1719585, 13

MAPOLEAN DURRTE'S HANDS TIED; EVEN REFOSH thEEEEELE I B3l VRDOE

With &5 sluggish economy. land reformse &t a 2sStands:till and
contral in the Natiocnel Assembly where the rightist factzpn of
FEgime has a majbrity, Mapolean Duarte haa done littis to earn e
khe title of figleasf for edploitation in El Salvador. Rumors repor
in American papers and protested by Duarte say that American offici
fagvor the wltraright 4in the upcoming elections for the Nation
Aaesembly. It also seems likely that the ultraright will =xpand
majority in the Assembly. {Christign Scispnce Monstor, 2/153/785F 0Ons
Christian Democrat official admits that Duarte doss not have contraol
of the Assembly, media, eCconomy s judiciary or military where thsz
ultraright has power. The same officisl depongtrates that ke 19
ci1ther a fool or 2 cunning tool. " *The right has controlled
gverything.’" "*They have vetoed every piece of legi=slsation by Dusrte
that could be considered progressive.’" (Ibid.)

Duarte had to abandon any talke with the Salvadoran rebele (FMLN)
because of divisions within his pwn government. (Christiap Scign
Meoitor, 1/25/85) The US appears to have given the rightist
gensrals the signal to end the talks. (Chri=stian Sience Mopitor.,
1/18/85, 1} This paralysis discredits the szupposedly moderate

regime; emboldens the rightists to abandon the facade of demn:‘“Fy and
gives the guerrillas an opportunity to take advantage of.
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FEAGBAM CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF SANDINISTA REGIME

Fresident Resagan went on televieion to explain his Cantral
america policy. He said that his goal was to "remove" the "present
structure” of MNicaragua. Calling the terrorist contras "brothere,”
Rzzgan asked Congress for another $14 million to overthrow the

nlad—n

Sandinista government. (N ¥York Times, 2722785, 17

COMGRESS APPROPRIATES 95X OF REAGAN MILITARY RERUESTS
How does Reagan succeed in pushing through his record military
buildup? The Democratic Congress gives it to him, minus 3% which

evervybody recognizes as padding. This year Defense Secretary focussed
on & =ham $8 billion dollar defense cut from figuree propessd by
Feagat. The B billion concession preserved the myth that the

Democrats differ from the Republicans while covering wp the fact that
military spending still increased over %30 billion. The S& billion
haggling with Weinberger dominated the front pages +or weeks, Lhus
making all involwved appear reasonable. Heanwhile, in five yEars from
i%81 to 1985, Congress appropriated 1.1742 &rilliocn dollars +or th=
military. Congress averaged 5% of Reagan’s ra2guests In the iilv
wears. tbhristian Science Fonltor, Z2715/B5, 49

REAGAN TO SET UP STAR WARS NO MATTER WHAT
The cost of Star Wars will be at ieast 70 to 100 billion by

199%. The amount the militarists are wiliing to tax the masses for and

tye insistence that even bilateral disarmam#nt weould not deter them

from building the Star Wars weaponce demonstrates the absoluts neceEss1lly

the capitalists must face in preparing for war. This neceesity

compells the capitalists to t2l] the skeptical public that it will ram

Star Wars down its thrpat and nothing will stop them. ihiew York T:ioes,
2,858, 1, 1O)
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UNIOM CRREBIDE EXPOSES CAFITALISM AT SBHOFAL

The Indiarn Sovernment hss conducted an  investigation of thes gos
1eak en Dec. 3rd, 1984 that left over 1,400 dead, 170,000 1njursd and
f£ive more dead each weel from after-effects. First, despite kncaleZce
=f *he pot=ntial danger to the public, Union Carbide taok no
~recautions to evacuate or al=rt the public in cas=s cf accrdant.
condly, six leaky walve accidents occurred at #hepal betwesn 1772
4 19872-—one resulting in death. Thirdly, one refridoeration s=raty

i
co=tam had b2en ghut oFf before the atcident. Other safety squipmsat
+o deal with sxcess gas would bave been insadequat® EVan iF 1% wErs
funpctienal - iTime, 251870, THI

Such accidents are the rule for capitalism. In 1574 in  the UZ,
szcupational hazards brought about over 100,000 deaths--more than S
times. the number of murders that year. This does not incluce Lha

tatal contribution of pollution to public mortality.
Under ®socialist planning the public coes not suffer e

capitalist safety procedures. Sgfety is incorporated 4into producticon
2. @ wvalue of that preduction. This may inwvolvs burssucrats o
implsment the plan, since the mass2E may not rum prodoction corslate
for thameelves immediately the day sfoer capitaliem 18 overihroan.
Howswver, rathsr these bureaucrats that plan to prevent catast opnes
+han the ambulance-chasing lawyesrs who survive becauss thers srs =uch
accidents. Certainly the people of Bhopal deserve Union Carbide =
billions-—otherwicse Union Carbide will make & prefit out of the
sccident. Still, the legal suits filed one at a time for BveEry
imdustrial accident are a bandaid approach at best.
CHINESE CAFPITALIST FINAMNCE DEVELOFS

Sm-ralled Communist Chipa. put 1Ts CORSUMErs ON the inmtzllment
plan last week and on January i4th also allowed the first stochk sale
since 1949. 20,000 people bought shares in Yanzhong Industria.l Torp
which salle at %18 & share and gives & 132 dividend. Savings degosils
sarn 5.75%. {Time., 2/2Z5/B5, &8)
MIM REACHES IMNTD THE BELLY OF THE BEERST

MIM's euistence has been greeisd with the greateec thirst oy
revolutionary prigpners S8Crgss LRE COUNTTY. MIM MeaE sent out many
different books to many different comrades. & copy of L2orgs Jeck=zan’s
prison letters, 4 copies of Mao's red ook, 3 Selectad Fesding® [ T°F

+h= Works of Mag, 2 Marx-Engels FReaders, Mao on L araiice ano &S,
Mao antnelogiles, one pscential works of Lenin., & copy of

Z copies of Chairman Maog Talks to the Feople.

#

“ergp are come excerpts from comrades in prison with the region 5
from noted after the guote. Each sxcerpt is from a di f¥eraent pr

]

Most =f the prisoners note harassment and some r=guast legsl &aid, 533
reguest literature. Donations of money or even used classics by Mars,
Engels, L=nin, Mao, George Jackson and Frantz Fanon would be
apprecisted. We should try to do more to raach inte the prriscns.

“Thiars g-® cCom-ades hare that are interssted in ths higtomiss of RIT=S
+he Scviet Union, Cuba, Nicaragua and other countmigs, @y S5=0- :
them, and especially China during ites Cultwral Aevolatian. " N T

nGrothers amd Sisters of the Mascist Internatisnalist Mavems=nt,
revolutionary greetings. 1 am incarcerated desp in the b=lly ot oo
fascist hole, if you send prisconers free litsraturs woulg vol pleaas
=end me the complete works of Mao or George Jackson of Franc Fanona- H
would really like to have Wretched of the Earth by Fanon.” Pid-—Hest

Y
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"1 found out about your group and would like tc hear more and Ewen

maybe join. Since I'm & Muslim, a EBlack-man, Young Rebellicus azgaimst
Bnemy focrees. My life is in danger because of the elements o=

opEressien which are always arocund Yau in prison.

Erison ouetside.
in Africa and feia and South Arsrica and

The inmperialist fzp=ist= are suol
FEY Lhe inssct dictators. Pleogasp kesp in to

FEO=." HN.East
"I'm aleo critical of the adventurism amd romanticism displavsd in

Wzatherman by Bernardine Dohrn. I"m also critical of Bernardines
TiEE a= being

Cohrne's extolments of Charlie Marcson's criminal asctivi
I"m also critical of most mothe- ] [ frac T

revolutignary in naturs. . .
radicals because most of them have problems effecting or accepting the
physical neutralization of our adversaries. . . Mother country rapicsls
:fhi‘fﬁff"mﬁifrlt?i must come to terme with the Frospects of death s
;j;aéélrx. "+ A pecple with f=ar cannot triumph over a orutal ErEmy ., "

B | am a E.D.w. = = -presently confined in one of the special
Beprivation units." N.East

"Mao's book was well received and enjoyed. 4s is vsual when rsaginc
one or his books I was impressed with the simplicity with which theﬂrar
wrots., He wantsd EVeryone to understand wkat he wasz Saying, wante=d
them to understand what the revolution was Etriving fﬂr: 1 aisuh;“rz—
With the importance ha placed on education, which is NECEESAry thH _
Cvercome so many social disorders. " Mid-West

—

MAGIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (siv)

ThlFﬂﬂﬂl!hum-rn!thuﬂunvﬂituih:}ﬁ:
1976-84, 2nd ed. 225 pp,

i In-
cludes the “reforms” up 1o 11,84, Over 500 footnoges
““’h-ml!ﬂﬂnﬁ.wchﬁmdamnmuﬁ. Send

Hmﬂ.ﬂﬂIhu!ﬁhthﬁhﬁhnlﬂhﬂﬂj&

Send 20¢ stamp for free literatore list,
Eﬂtﬂﬂﬂlﬂn:MﬂdNBTE&Ihﬂﬁdﬂbhwinunzmyt“m

LALL FOR ARTICLES, LETTERS, MEWE ITEMS
HAVE YOU READ SOMETHING IMN THE MEWS THAT SHOULD BE IMN A
LEAFLET? SEND IN ARTICLES OF MEWS TIDBITS FOR MIM TO PUBL ISH [H] 3
WRITE upP, IN DEPTH REPDRTS MAY BE CHOSEM EOR OUR LIT. LIST. I[F
SEMDING ARTICLES, WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT. CORRESFOMND W] 7H

MIM.
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repression dops not work sven in ane of the moot effisisob fsssiss
mtaAtes in the world,

ISRAELT OCCUPIERS LOSINMG
Amal SBhiltme and even garr:eons ofF the Labamase Grmy rbhgizstad
an Isrszll occupation and massacre in g town i Lsbanon. 37

Eebanese gred 1n Zrard ¢=h. tEhicgan Tribune 37147892 Mau ¥ork
Timee o/ i2/85] )

Fro—ilgragli hardliiners amgngst Bamavel s Thr:stian militaia
Eldppbrters heve rebolied o takse open gction that Sspay=l ocs- Aot
ag hzad of the Lebanese puppet government. Ths Chrimtian
nard-linerg Want Eo prot=sct their intergsts itaoit aord O hhr oLt
Samaval. GSemsyel appeEsars heipi=ss So prevent LnsE actions of hies
SUpPOEtETE: He say na longer serve tha FSoldsrsel: intsrests.

Th= Christisp rzaciion&sries are o ssgpecially than e
cERAUSE thelr lsrasii sacksrs are having tc puilout of Labanon
sponer than oxpected. The Israelis heave suffsied Heayy casuslties
-

B lUnwented cccupilars at Leaanor.

IMPERIALIST-BACKED WAR IN HMID-ENET BACRIFICEES NMROLETARIAT

Irganien a&nd Iragi reactionaries continued theles wa- against
each cther secrificing thsir psopls in the procesas. In the latest
round aof bombs dropped by the two arforces, over 100 seopl=s in
e cities of the twe countries have been #illed. Ehdmg Voo
iiggs, S£12/85) The opproszed are thus forced to bear the cost of
the wWar. Hopefully, the debiliteting war Wil zreate an opportunity
tor revoluticon by the oppressed pf the countries spsinst the
wWarmshers.,

REASAN FIGHTING NON-SOVMIET NATIOMALIETS

AckEnowledging the success of the New Peopla e Army Ll the
Phillippines in its struggle sgainst US .mpE“]:iljﬂ and Itz pusps
Marcos regime, Reagan hes called 4or #0275 millian in suc
tar the Fhillippines. e Yord Times, J/I5085, 7
LS BOVY'T FOR S0

The Supremz Court ruied on Marsh 18tF that meney teliks. In e
7 Ao E decleion the coirt said that oolifEicsl gotion —oompl ttescs
couid mpend as much == thE» lili®@ in presig=ntial =lecticne. The-a
had besn an uRenftrced S, 0000 1omit. Mmiale Vdmbs IHIRSEHS
L

' dpnolding lower colrt dacisgiona, the Dupress Court =azg chat
the $1,000 rimit “'ig mueh Like allowing & sgesker in.a public
Fall tc express fis vicws while cenyving nim *hE use of an
amalifying svetes., " vikgid, ) Thus: the Righss?: couw -t acmits that
paopla with a ®1,000 ar less to spend an the presigantis]l election
ara effectivel v denied their supposed free speech. MY the same

time, the amplifving system of the ruling =zlassi=bv definitipon
thosEg who Can rule snd hevse the money fo—orgens oot =. 1 iowE
sxcept those ot the people whp own the means of compori=ation.

LY



In 1580, the bourgeci=ig géve Resgsn $L2.2 mpflisian pgoth=:

L
Carter’s B85, 000 thirough political sction committess (Fals). Ti
1984, it was Reagan’s ®i5.3 millicrn acainet Fondais’™s S&71. 0070,
(Ibid.} Thies 1= not to mention that neither zandidste opposes the

property systern that denies efiective spee-n to poor pesple.  Nor
18 this to kazssz the i1gsue bthat third partior received oaly soant
funging and media atteniicn.

Fach candidste of the two private-prsposrty candidates
reacerved B40.4 mlliion oF thoe taxnaves=" MoOEY. Lash aied
recelved Fo.% millicn from thetir party Eommithogs=. cIbigd. ) FnEs
candidates ware personelly filiicosiress.

It im ligtie wonder thHaz ne:ther =and
propsey sSust cganotely.  Both suooported B¢
vipancifures 2t the sipznse of the warld s ¢
Eigctoral poiicica In the UE 1= & gama <6r r
pEgpersy—ilese remgln dizentiranchised:

The Matiasnal Conservativs PEE and the Fmd for a
Conservative Mazority gsve Feagan 22505 milizan and ¥ 2.5 willipm
respectively. Wje a2sk S refasrmist and electoral activists: Hew
are you ever oing teo compete wikh fhat?

e must 2ithes be a ves—man £o millicnal ~es oF ROt
participate effectively in =lectoral oaolitice. The cholce or
nearly hal+ of the 2lecioratse it not even to wote in the debats of
tThe millifonairg™s clubs. e

=& atabk=g privats
asirg miliLtary

o @nd RurigT .

C:F pEOples e

AR BRUEHT FOR £35.5 BILLIOWN
Capital Cities Communications intc. bought the Smerican

Broadcasting Companies (45C channel 7, - B Timey 271595685,
1, The purchdse continues & trend Lowsrds +he conssntration of
medis resources under onzs management.  An ordinarily boring =pate
ofF syndicated papprs and raclio ststisone cen anly continnes LEs
cglf—-perpetuating and incestucws Tredition with theE mergs= o
telavimlion. A handful of EBig Hrochsr syndicated solumnists zns

reporterz are sxtending theits menopsiy af communicationzs andos
sweEr more cenhtral control.

wnoer satlilisn, thHEe coverhnasct as Sopossd ©o the
corporations decides and attempts to control news reporting withen
certain bounds. This 1s not 2 wonde~ful arcanpesment forr all time
=hat communists Bamk. fe soammunisets reccgrizs only that
Folitical issuss shiould be decided tnrough the application
Magls memam line. ThHat ie to say that the opipnions of the mazses
ias opposed to the corporats esecutives) are collscted Up Te o
regorted in certralized tastion. What tne meoia sayeE and rinat the
government does is not 2 matter of who can spend the most ooney
under Zocialism. FRathe- the disenfranchissd poor, minerities gnd
wemen—the working masses mobilize continuouely until they sucooed
in rupning soctaty in zheir sSwn dnter=cos. With their fineal
victory, the formecly disenfranchised masses will enjoy stat=isss
gemDoraty ang fresdom becavtss they thamse:ives wiil ke the staie.
They themmelves will have =2 iminated theE cles=gseg; natioms ard

us



patriarchy that meke 3 reprezsceive spparstus neces=sfv 10 thz §first
plac. Bogoialism i a creansition stane in which Srne dissrs-nnchissd
tey out one and only one strategy &t a timg uptil £ney ligsraie all
of humanity.

BON'T GOke ABORTION LLIMILC EUMBINGS

FEI boss Willlam Webster said hin agency wouls nst inv=stigate
harsssment ofF abortion climicen., The Justice Depesrtmert na= said
that there nava bzsn no ctwvwll rights vigletions 46 She tae staning
phone cells, demopstrafions and bodmbings that abortian cinics
Fave rHecedwpd, (Detrolt Free Press, 3743785, &)

Tha 32 bombinge since 19820 e overlosksd oy
class that is trying s ropross Womes. Shorsioe o
ouFatian o thHe sog-os=ille FLEMNTS of wOs2n against S b
the right-—to-]ife mpeverent i a resalanzeric movens—T *hi
suppr-s the sPxudal resrsssion of «<omen an8 the resura of women o
the family ta raise kids. Thim i€ ihow the ruling class
disciplings women ¥or worlk and terrorizss snd dissrndr-anch.sps
Homan ssScigily and scopomicsily.

i
1
i

=
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US TEEM PREEMNSNCY OVER TWIDE THAT OF OTHE Couw oo

The American gatrisrcchy has succesden i@ maliing sbhorTron
mEceEEary theough restriction of contracestion edunation. The
hypoerites of lacal sthool bosrds dencunts sop stucotiorn =rmd +
Wonder why Tesnsagere hasa =0 naty atoirtions.,

Countrias with siightly ditfarent cistori==1 conditisss 4rom
those in the US=-fsnads, England. Francs, Duoden shs she
Netherlands—have teon agrsgnancy rates renging frem 14 2o 55 po-
thoudamd of the 15 to 15—yaar-oldn. Iy the UE, tha figurs 15 5,
(Betroit Freg Prempe, /13783, fal

n thewrlo™s groateast bestion of capzrhtaiism ano
pnpEragiiam, it 1 net stwdrising SHat the wamnen's mdvemend e
nald the oresiggel costatlse o overcome anpnget The Westarr
imperdial iet countries. Luchily thelr ooponsnts in the UE npw fas
a dete~iorating post-Will hHecemony that {forcs=s wemen into sconomi
grc poeiltical lissl

THEHS

AHIO BAMES GO UNDER

A8 of Wednesdaw, Ma-ch S4fpn, 71 bonies im Ofla Bad o roepain
zlosed far & fifth day. They hed orxpe-isnced a run o6 shoLs
depogitd. They sre= nwot fegerally rngw-=8, but state ineuwr-sc.

The train of svenis was tricoered by the failurs orf Lhe -one
Stace Savings Pank. (YT, 341789, Th= bank falliurs seeonsirgtes
ance aglln thst capitalipst competition gensrates crisis. Sosiler
capitaci=t= fail and are cobbled up by The capitaliste witt bigger
profite. Fropsriy falles into the hands of lewer and fewsr poopls
B capitaliat institution=,

PENT&AON ADMITE PLANS TO BLOCKE SUMN; FREEIE EARTH
Thne Fsntsgon admits chat che Setomation of stisting =u=ls=sF

L
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MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM)

The Political Fconomy of Counterrevolution in China:
1976-84. 2nd ed. 225 pp.

Rewritten, revised, and updated historical smody of the establish-
| ment of state capitalism in the wake of class strugples in
previously socialist China. Damning evidence collected from the
PRC's own government documents and press. Historical roeds
of the political counterrevolution, the resurgsoce of the tradi-
tiopal inmtellectual and technocratic elite, ezploitation of the
peasantry by the central government, the expanding wrban/
mural gap, profit m command in indusiry, competilion, contracts,
memployment, firings, sexism alllance with imperializm. In-
cludes the “reforms™ vp 1 11784, Ower 500 fooinotes. Send
38 cash, postage stamps, or check made out to cash,

MIM, PO Box 28%, Cambridge, MA 02140,

.'-J"Ellﬂlﬂi' stamp for Free literamre list.
SUBSCRIBE to MIM NOTES, Uncfficial MNewsletter. 304 /Bsne.

il £5, LETTERS, MEWS I1TEM
S E;E=F&|§Eéi_.lﬂ_=nn SOMETHIMNG IN THE MEWES THAT SHOULD BE IM A

LEAFLET? END IN ARTICLES OR MEWS TIDEITS FOR MIM TO FUBLISH E.t
WRITE UP. Ihr DEPTH REPORTS MAY BE CHDSEM FOR QUR LIT. LIST. I
SEMDING ARTICLES, WE RESERVE THE BIGHT TO EDIT. CORRESPOMD WITH

FIM.
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5 ADMITS BOMBETMG BOLE IN BEIRUT: QVER Bi MADE IN USh DEATHB
= car bombing in & Belrut subarh that kilesd more than @0 people
ety Harch B wae raeeried out by people bired by & Lebhanese

conte-serrarlan unit Lhat had been worhing with the Central
Intslligence RBgency, [ongressional end Adeinistration souwrcen said
Ltoday." Y Timesn, 5/A10/785, A1} The State Department took LLs standard
Lisisd ¢ fy of po commEnt on inlelligence matters. The CEIA denied its
i . WY Times, S/ 14,80

The target of the oparation escaped. This led to guestioning from
fimnator Fatrick Leahy:. "It ‘s almest a Keystone Cops Lype of ackion.

Thers b mntiang to gleter Lerror iuts LF they see os kind of Lumbling
aromid. "

Thie TIA& bombing raisge geveral issuss. Firsl, whi are the real
terrorists in Lebanon? The I8 bradinssd one Lebanese group which bired
anpt boer whith attacked another. The CIA had knowledge of theE bombing
plans. UOnce conmpleted, Reagan ordered the IR o cuk back ite contacts
and operakbions. Thus; the BlA covered its tracks much ths way A
Lrimlaal does.

Betondly. Semator Leahy raises the guestlion of compeptence. =t
the izeus here raally how well the CIA aurders Lebaness peiple? Rather
thin guestioniig - the Mid-East rdle of the U5, Leshy end liberals are
apt tp wrlficize the jrerficliency oF Yo i) dErn.

LWiven ke boambing first pbecurred Lebanese pot up & huge sign that
eaid "Made in the US4 over the bombed ocut space of the buoildima. The
LIE fdmd ndsbratdon considered pulling out it= diplomatic corpz at that
Lime harause Y“theess thinos Have & fuarmy way of tracing themselves back
Tt s,

FHILTIMTHES GETE FASLTIRT STYLE JUETEILE

Flainclothes police roan Lhe atreeta nf Manlla. Tn the 1last week
they have arccuzed, Judged and siscutsd ot least 14 peEgple. The
goveriunnnt hlred thugs sre ipsltified as a crackdown on crise. Shoutd
there be charges ofF arbitrary "Jjustice," the pollce ar'e alen assq greed
o dnvestigate ThemEel o, THYTiimes, SF13" 0BG, A3
Mppnwid be, Fhoalippitie witnesses vealifdled Tthat they sak ghwveirn—
Eriusgre ghoot Rqgunno—%he legder of the bBEoorgeal s opposdtion.
Hewlnig suspended Ohiled of Skedd Gern. Fabian Ver Iln cennection with the
turmoil , dictator Marcrds claims that “the Phillppines does not want tae
appear to be the pet dog of any western power.” (Iran in Resistance,
dan—Feh. 1985, 11} In pther words, since it is the US pushing for a
shakeun tn connection with the Aguino assassination, Marcoe is going
to rally nationglism to his side against 18 attempis to replace orF
prefttidy Marcpa., & Marcon i=s increasingly exposed in the murder
investigation, he has no choice but to claim communlist and American
B E E .

ffE L

DENE'H CHINA MAHES GECRET MILITARY TIEE TO ISRAEL
Jane's Defense WHeshly revealed that CThina and Israel hayve seceet

i litary relations and signed agreaments worth over £35 billion. CIran
in Resistance, Jan-Fec. 1985, 111

Fhina needs the sscrecy becavss of lte pesboring in favor of the
Falestinien cauwne. Diplomatically, China wouwild be hurt by weoeld
opindan i 1t openly timdl iteeld to Ierael.

At the sane time, Israel has ties to China = enomy—Taiwan's

yg



goesrnmEnt. Although China hes softensd 1'hts stance tokarda Talwan in
the hope of reunification st the privde of leaving Talwen 38 §t ls—a
cpps PRl e and indegendent ecomiimy —T&lwsan maintains & werd 1ine
so&inst Thims.

ETHIGF LA AEMITE STRAEVING TIGRAY

& repore ot the Ethicpign Felied and Fehabliltation Commission
eomi bty Rhar THE of Tigray e poople recsive: no relied aic becavse they
aree Leyvond Lhe resch of the Ethioplan governmeonl. Tigray L & Balciny
f Ethioopis The Tigray Ferople’'s Libsration Front (TPLF) contrislce
arean that the Ethippian government wishas to starve ouwlt or ignore.
iRt iz, March 1985, 15

Fliamey Lo oalid L0 milllon drogaght-atroecled people vuoreached by the
Ethigp:an Febime in Eritres; which 1s another Ebhiopiasn colony
o dering thes Trarays can b2 =ent bos
ERITREAN BRELIEF CO#HM. , IMNC., PO BOXK 1180, GRAND CENTRAL STATION, NY, NY
10157, Donors =houwld also send us nesse of their domation =i that we
might publisn the anomyvmpis results of the campaign to aid the
Eritraann. Domdtioms e ban=deducti bl s,

GM OANDT CHRYESILER BEAT THE JAPANESE ADVANTHAGE

PIF woud Gan ' et mmy solkn Temns”"  When prodits are st stake; the
corper-atizne push for tardffs and employee and consumer lovalty. When
the: capitalistls can et win-this wayy, they can try b iswvest in dhe
WA N e .

A threstening Chryeler |obohylet suplained to the Houee Wavs ard
Means Committes: "Up to theis moment; Chrysler has been advocaeting a
Frapmrs for ourssl ves and other inporters ot Jdapanpse vehiclies at
Eurreri Jewels. However » given the running roles gictated by GM and
thie adidndisl-ation, It ks now clear thal Chrysler will have to maks the
heard chmice of adopling o parallel "Far East atrateay” of i=. bwn.

It ' eppparent Eo wes that OM wWants a lion's =hare of the avto trade
defilcit. Well, I'a here Lo saw that Chrysler is forced to demand its
share of the brade nericit, ton.”  Mow Chrysles (s not aessnicsing: taridfs
profEetion agalnat [Jaganese Inported, I st warkks o share® ©F tha Ccalrr
part  diaoior Fe. By importing JaparesEe paa-te ond poatitding an AeEgrican
label on them, Low Americans cen share o0 the esploitation of Japaneee
and other foreign labor. Chrysler need not “save Amerlcan jobe™ to
maks & pirofit.

FHILADELFHIA FOLICE FIREBOME &0 WOUZBES

Usipg what they called an "incendiary devirces," Philadelphia police
attackesd a house of an apparently armed group cailed MOVE. The
fire spread te up te &0 houses in the nelghborhood.

hy did the Fhiladelpbhia police start a shootout and then bomb the
MEVE growp? "A number of neighbors complained that the house is
infested with rats and roaches. Bome nearby residents alleged that
memhberes of the group have beaten several nelighbors.  The
neighborshood "s anger w&as aggravated last yesr when MOVE members
Blosbead reeidents” access o an al iey behind their house by building an
animal sheiter.” (NYTimes, 5/14/85, Al, Alé&) The neighbors also
ment i pned electric bullborns and political lectures from the MOVE group
g disturbing. Othe then this, the mavor gave no real repson to evict
the group, not to mention bomb ft. The mayor said the group was bent

U



i vialent confrontetion, bt did pol say that the houss meambeirs Pad
epgaged in violence befors the police shootout and bombirnigs aithabgh,
the media harped on the death of a policeman 1ivolving di fterent HOVE
mambers In 1578 in & similar (hut ndetasiiad in the medial) shostout.
forn eneiptant ko a8 city oot Iman wWho took-part 40 the puliece: radd
lustified The bonbing by saving "Lhey ‘ve said thev're willing o die
for whatewver happens." Furthermore, "this lg 3 grous of people whozp
philosophy is based on conflict and cenfrentation.” (IThid., &1&)

The lying ratlionaliTations cape to e siposed when police
Eimul tanseously raided anothsr FMOVE home in Chester, PA. DRl seomsn aied
si® childr=n were taben into custody. USA Teday did sobh find dt
nECesaary to give any feaseon for the Lesrgassiog and arrestr oFf Ehe
second] MOVYE Fome. WI=R Tigay, Sr1d/95, 1)

Thne same mel ghbors who were cited as reationalization for the
Fhiladelphis bombing had sacond thoughts. Indeed, bystanders
Witrnessing the assault chanted "Murdesrera!” while the police carrisd
out their pperatione. Others complained "It's nopt fair for the whole
melghborhood to Be destroveo.” NThis ig .3 travesty.” This is not
whiat we prpected when we Blected Bilson Goode mayvor—~bomb=s, houmss
faviFrd rg . (USE Today, S14/85, 38 L0 homes were completely ruined by
Ehe hoads,

ADDEMDLM:  The New York Tipes bascked off its description of the bomb as
an "incendiary device" anrl ledtt open the nature of the weapan. ip. BY)
't meill ab least ssid that [he bombk caused the fire, despite
convenient rumbre that srose after Lhe fife that the MIVE g-oup Pz
fascline on its houwse or otored gas an Rhe rood .

Bn far £in dead bodies have been found. At lTeast twe eeres
chiildren. At lezst three were in the bassoont of the st 1 efd g . N =T
Tiaday, SA15/85, 1) MWhile Lhrese armed men sscaped the palice cordon, it
appears so Far that [he only victims bave hsun women, children an
red ghbors.

BNE TRILL TOM SFENT W MILITARY TH FOUR YEA&RY

1,007 900,000,000 have been spent if Ehe last four vaars on ths
mititary. The Defenoe Departpent's own figures show that this seending
L iely matoted In the post—WHIT sré by the Horsan war in real dollar
Eerms. The spending surpasses that of the VWetnam ers. which showe
that the UR rullpg class hak mbre use for ke military now Lhan during
the 1960m. (NYTimes, S714/85, &1, AZ20) What the Defense Cepartment of
course neglected to relay to the public 18 that the US s al ready
invEdlvied in WWITII by prody around the world—e.g. Beirut, the contras
in Miceragus, the aupport of the South African celonial regime against
the natlve people st

As usual the media’s discussion of the Defense budaet s narrowly
Epzgived in terms of efficiency and not purpose. GSeniiral Electric
L poration has been ncapegoated to the tune of a F1.04 million fine
Aand FBROG, 000 restituticon for +rand.  NYTimes, S5/14/85, a1) Clearly
militarism 1 "worth it" for American corporations who proflt from war
hysteria. The only problem bhat the N¥Times and the Tiberals have with
military spending ik that it i=s foo wasteful. The liberals chempzion
Lhe cause of getllng Tthe varraker= 5 make smallér profits and bebhter
bombin. Accordiog o EBhe NVTimes, the probiem is not Lhe profi b =sestamn,
Jitst that GE is fraudulent and trefficient. "The bigyest peacet {mnoe
military buildup in modern Smerican history is coming to-an end, and



the netion is asking whether it has been gelling iiz aoney ' s worth,
(s Arme Fulldup Eases, S Tries to Takse Sloock," SA140ES, #1)  Lest
anypne fTake the New York Times sericouslyy the balk in the capilbal s
still tpo increase the sdlitary bedget at & 3% real aomdal rate. At
beat , Lhe governmant will freeiqe the military budget &b fbs cwrrent
wartime level while using wup 360 billion in past approoriations that
the Pentagon could net even manage bt spend webt.  (Thddd. o A2

THIS IS THE TWELTH TSB5LE OF MIM NOTES. PLEABE CHECK TO BEE 1F ¥Ou HAVE
RECEIVED THE ISBlUES vOU SHMED HAVE TF ¥Wilik ORE A MEMEER OR E&EHEEHIEEH-
MIM NOTES WELCOMER WRITTENM AND FINANCIAL FPONTRIBUTIONS FROM ITS
READERS. SHRSCRIBE FOR 340 CENTS &M I8SUE BY MaIL. HMiIM BIST. . PO-ROX
20T, CAMB. , MA Q2140
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Uéj Sgﬂﬂf}m’ s Mid-Eost Tervor

SHIITE SEARCH FOR JUSTICE RILES US

The Mid-East contivues 1ts role as US dumoiwmn oroung for
sanctimonioaus drivel about "terroriem.” The US admits that its
colice-dog Isragl violated Geneva Lonventions by hoidiwnp TEE
Shiites within its own borders since its invasion of Lebanon in the
summer of 1982, (USA Today, 6/19/83, 4a) Yet, while Raaoan
threatened to kill the so-called terroristes and pushed a bovoott of
airports in Athems and Beirut, he digd nothing of the sort to oressure
Israesl.

Indeed, the US pave political armd military suoport to the last
invasion of Lebarnon by Israel, wWhich by conservative estimates
took the lives of over 20,0808 Lebarese and Palestinians. (Ber "The US
and Lebanon on the MIM lit. list.) For this, Israel received an
increase in its military and economic aid from the US, which receivec
Izrael's services in installimg a rew minority Christian povervment
Favorable to US interests. HFAcocording to Joel Marcus who writes for the
Haaretz, "the United States does things for us in all fields and,
Without understatement, one could even say that the regular and soecial
US aid 15 what stands between ws and total bankruotoy. ™ (New York
Tiwes, &/22/B3, 5 Israel and Egyot are the US's too recipients of
aid, but the US does nothing with this influence fto stop the real
terrorism of Israel and the sell-out Arab governments. :

Instead, the American media is forced to create superficial
denunciations of the terrorists [read the other ouv] who have only
. managed to perpetrate a tiny fraction of the orpanized murder that the
US and 1ts allies does. HAoccording to USA Today. the average terrorist
iz a "man in his early 20s, single, a :ammwﬁi&q;_failuru, impulsive,
disorganized and poorly educated, " (USH_Today, &/24/85, &a) but the
real terrorists are in their 60s and up, married, filthy rich,
repressive, organized with millions of hired mercenaries and formallw
educated im media hype and mystificatiom——often takivng their cuess From
Hol lywood.

The black—-out of international news from any viewpoint not
approved by the US Goverrment in the US meant that many Americans
found out about the US sponsored Israsli occupation and hostape-takingo
only because of the hijacking. It even came to ligpht durino the
hijacking that Israel continues to take Lebanese hostaoes in the aoart
of Lebanon that it still cccupies. 12 Bhiites were taken on Jurna
18th. {Megw York Times, 5/19/585, als)

Indeed, the US media suddenly had to explain the hostapes’
views of the more substantial roots af the
hijacking problemn. According to one hostape, most of the hoastaoces
gained "orofound symoathy" for thelr captors. Orne said., "let's Face
ity if somecorne captured my wife and children and had them across that
border, I also would be taking drastic actions and doing things
against my principles to secure their freedom." The US media
explained this away with the aid of psychologists' subjectivist
mish-mash. References to the Stockholm Syndrome of hostapes., desires
to comfort Tamily members etc. were all invoked without considering
for a moment whether the Shiite cause is a2 just one. The )
osychologists even said that the supposed stress defense mechanisms
last bevond the hostape-taking itself. No doubt one hostage’s ,
sympathy for the Shiite line, "Israel, free my people" will be dubped

as deviant by our imperialist mouthpiece shrinks. ik
=y L



S0UTH AFRICA CONTINMUES AGGRESSION ABROAD

When they attacked US multinatiomal corporaticon Gulf 011 in a
northern enclave of Argola called Cabinda that does not
even border South Africa, the apartheid military forces made a
mistake. They were caupht by the Angolan military in Mav.

Jdouth Africa attemots to destabilize its Biack=-ruled neighbors in
a dasperate efrfort to stave off the day when Soutn Africa too will ope
decolonized. However, this time US could cover up no longar. The
Rmerican ambassador was called home for consultations.

Mmanwhile attacks in Mozambigue and Botswana continued. At
apartheid raid killed at least 12 en June 14th in Botswana.

In Angola South Africa claimed success for a raid killing 45
cecple on June 23th. South Africa colonizes Mamibia which is a
country bordering South Africa and Arpola. The white settler reoine
goes not even claim to be in oursuit of rebels working to overthrow
apartheid. The casualties in fAngola are said to be Namibian=s workinog
from bases there to overthrow the apartheid puppet repime in occupiea
Mamibia.

Meanwhile, the oress grested a reshufflinog of the puppet regime
in Namibia by South African Prime Minister Botha. "Namibia Gets Taste
of Freedom." (UBA Todav, 6/18/85, Sa) No government recoonizes the
ouppet regime in MNamibia. MNamibian demonstrators ocooosed to the new
regime were attacked by police the day of the reshuffling. (Mew York
Times, &6/18/85, a3}

New constitutions are popular pimmicks in South Africa these davs.
Police have killed over 480 Blacks in South Africa siwnce September
1984 in rebellions against the new constitution inm South Africa
itself. (New York Times, 6/20/85, a7}

7
CONGRESS VOTES BTRAR WARS, MNERVE GAS -

The House of Representatives approved $2.5 billion for Star Wars
defense work in 1986. The Senate had already approved $3 billion.
(New York Times, B/21/85, 1)

Star Wars is an effort to make possible a first strike
against other countries without fear of nuclear retaliation. Once
again the UE imperialists demonstrate that in war with the
Soviet social-imperialists that even the only ratified “arms control”
treaty——8ALT I—is a scrap of paper.

The Congress alsc aporoved money for nerve gas, provided Reapan

could whip the Allies into line and make them store the weaoons too.

(New York Times, &/20/85, ail)

MEW ¥ORHK TIMES WRITER CRITICIZES JAPAMESE PRESS

"Journalism in Japanm. . . has & way of appearing to be an exercise
in sameness. . . the major newspaocers look alike anod read alike. . .
Journalists orpanize themselves into specialized 'press ciubs' that
serve as information cartels." (New York Tiggs, 6/21/85,. ag)

"WVILLAGE VYOICE IS BOLD. . . The Village Voice, owrned oy Rupert
Murdoch since 1977, was sold to Leonard Stern, a wealthy businessman,
for more than %55 million." (New York Timgs, 6/21/85, al)

LANDLORD BETS THIRTY DAYS IN OWN HOUSING

Failing to fix rundown apartments, a landlord was senternced to
3@ days in his own buildings. A female judoe ordered the slumiord
to leave his Beverly Hills home. {New York Times, &/13/85, a2@)
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MOVE LAWSUIT

The Philadelphia bombing
nomes has finally resulted
MOVE member,

that killed 11 pecole and cestroved EB@

in a civl suit by a relative of a murdersd
(LSA Today, &£/21/85, 3a) In other news it came ous
xalice believed that thev had washeo awav aill
that MOVE supposedlsy doused its own Rouge Wwith oefore dropping the
bomb on the MOVE house. Water CaAnnons were being fired on the MOVE
Mouse but were inexolicably shut off for the bombing and the fire,

TNatT

Flammaole sunstances

IEM AND ATT COMPETE FOR TOP DOG

IBM purchased 18% of MCI, & long distance telephone comoarny im

(=8 g
eTTort to move onto ATT's turf. It is tnought that teieohornes and
comouters will Re inereasincly cormected in their usace. At the same
time, ATT is lockino tao buy IBEM?

§ Smaller competitors, (New_ Yok
Times, &/27/8%5, al) The corporate merger pace continues

than the spread of capitalism, thus
the orocess by which capital becomes

EvVEn Taster
confirming Marx's insights intao

EvVEar more concentrated.
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 THE REAL APARTHEID REFORMS g

APARTHELID REGIME INCREASINGLY DESPERATE

Desoite nossession of ore of the most @fficient reoresaive
FOLdAratuses in the worlid., tne colonial caoitalist recine of Scth AfTrica nas
80 to add vet anoitner notcn to its reoression of the Biachk oooulaktior—-—
Mt hal 13w H& wWe oo to oress, the fumbes of reslstance
sctivists arrested wWibthout cnarges or contact witn lawvers or anvene elus
reacnea 8731 arfter onlv siw davs. Police willeg at Ieast 15 Blacks
since martial iaw startec. Security forces nave Killieo ovEr SUE in the elever
months since the rnew refined apartheld Constitution soarked a oeneral state o
rebel lion.

The assuramces that South BTrica is reformino Tor the better can be ne
more clearly exposed to the world. One of the best arocuments for socialism iz
that only real socialism will control US commercial activitw WhEre coDression
15 the berneficient. A real socialist poverrment will oulil out all
imvestments: end all trade aro cultural contacts with South Africa and
suogort liberation of one of the lasti settler states.

FRANCE EMBARRASSED ON APORTHEID. FINALLY
So-calleo socialist France orofits from %$1l.6 billion of investments in
agarthelid Bouth AfFrica. With the announcement of martial Iaw in South Bfrica.

France could no longer hide its role in the Western caoitalist blee, 1%
armounced a oolicy of nd further investment in South Africa and recalled 1ts
ambassador.,

Yet, existing investments will not have to be seleé and France’s record
tevel trade with asartheid continues desoite a suoposediv socialist
povernment. The laterness of France's actions cemonstrates that what exists in
France ls cacitalism with the camouflape of socialism.
REW LSALAND GOVERMMENT TD TRY 70 570D AUGEY TOuR
o thEP orassure te uchold the intermational doveots of
< loris, ;he New Zealand covernment acted to orever: a
Dlay E? Sousn ﬂffl:a. New Zealand Has PEen tre scana
nem?nmsrﬂ:;ems that were met by martial-law
Delice ooerations seen on the isiand.
Bhowlic she M 1.4 U by : = S

Contn A, % e ;e?;ann Hggby team oo fto asarthz2id Sauts Africa, theo
-; b : PLEEH ron—Racial Olwvmpic Committes, waich “rJarnized tne Olvmoic

e Fe Sl e = + - ! i &) . : 4

, =L OF aouih Africa oromised barian zeatus o New Zealand avhletes,

South African
UeRy team from poins o
e ‘T oNuoE anti-agsartheic
like concisions anc the larcos:s

r el =

CONTRAB ARZ HI3ED MERCENARIES TOO

The Micaracuan counterrevolutionarles——-conirag——are oT Just Tarmer
Mational Guarc menbers whno never pave uo the civil War. MNor are thoe
arit i-Sandinista terrorists Micaraguwans. The CIA ano orivate American
oroto-fascist orpanizations nire Spaniards to fignt apainst the revolut ionary
govarnment of Nicaracua.

According to the Madgric weaily Munco Dorerc, SO0, 208 psetas in cash oar
monia are offered <o contra recruits. Soamisn fascists and Cuban exiles are
the Ffavorsc tarcet ogrouos.

Christian Broadocasting Netword, the followers of Rewv. Moon (Moonies) and
the Worle Megical Reiief orpanization anc othners Qive ITne contras over 25
Billion a year. {(Granma. 7/3/85) The amount allowed to the contras ERrough
tne US poverrnment 18 secret. but a %13 billiion counterinsurgency bil: has
Jeen dassed by the Conoress. All that remains for the biil is to decide
whetner or not the CIA or,CIA front oroun (BID for examale) will funrel aid.
Rt stake is just now voenly tne US Warts to aFfront world auBLic @mdw e il
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~ REAGAN'S PHONY SANCTIONS =

FRAMCE MURDERS GREENWFEACE SHIF FHOTOGRA&PHER

Desperate to prevent a +lotilla of ships from protesting French nuclear
testing in the FPacific, so-called socialist France secretly blew up and =ank
8 bGreenpeace ship that was to lead the protest. A photographer on board was
killed.

Gresnpeace is an ecology movement organization. Thae ship =sank at
Auckland in MNew Zealand.

Despite international uproar over the terrorist attack on the
ariti=-nuclear movement, so—called socialist President Mitterand ordered French
armed forces to use force 1f necessary to prevent protest in French
territorial waters. (hlew York Timen, 85719785, 1)

The leaders of France’s government espouse "democratic socialism.”"™ The
socialist Party of France is fraternally tied to the Dempcratic Socialists of
rmerica (D5A).

BIG BROTHER CORFORATIODM

Struggles within the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) have brought
to light the fact that the British Secret Service (M.1.5) secretly controls
hiring and firing of the BBC staff. The practice of screening osut leftist

journalists has been going on since 1937. W York Ti  BSAZ2/85, a3}

Weeks sarlier the BBC Board of Governors banned a program on Northern
Ireland at the reguest of the British Government. & strike of radico and tw
journalists for one day resul ted. (Ibid. )

It is as if the curtain were pulled on the Wizard of Oz.

CHRISTIAMW SCIENCE MOMITOR FIRES LESEBIAN REFORTER

The Massachusetts Supreme Court backed the Christian Science Monitor's
Tfiring of lesbian Christine Madsen. Madsen had refused to "heal" hersel+ and
return to the Church’ s moral law against homosexoality. iNew York Times,
Br22788, als)

What is immoral about homosexuality? God said so. So even the most
"enlightened"” Christians tell us. Why does God™s law hold so well where
domination and heirarchy already exist?

PROTO-FASCIST MORAL MAJORITY LEADER REVEALS COLORS

Rev. Jerry Falwell came out in firm support of South African President
F.W. BHotha. He called on Americans to buy Bouth African gold coins called
Fruggerands and to increase their investment in South Africa. In
addition, he asked for divestment from companies that have pulled out
of South Africa. Richard A. Viguerie, a MNew Right fundraismer and Herbert
B. Berkowitz, a spokesman for the Heritage Foundation., in turn backed up
Jerry Falwell. (bNew ¥ork Tiges, 8/21/85, a3}

Falwell has promised to use his prime~time telewvision show to turn
American public opinion around on South Africa. He claims that a wvideotape
he made shows that BHlacke and whites in South Africa oppose econamic
sanctions against the apartheid regime.

A South African who calls for economic sanctions is subject to prison
and possibly death by South f&frican law. In addition, with the State of
Emergency and martial law in South Africa, police have unlimited powers.

It seems unlikely that any South African in South Africa would go on

television and provide the evidence necessary for his execution by the
state. i 4



Even so, recent polls show record levels of support for economic
sanctions amongst Blacks in South Africa. Even a conservative poll that
once showed Black cpposition to Western sanctions against S. &frica has
ewitched over to reporting three guarters support for economic sanctiornss

(blew York Times, 9710785, 4)

Far his part, Richard Viguerie i=

maving heaven and earth to get the

Senate shored up to sustaln a Presidential wveto™" {(Ibid.) of economic
ganctions legislation.
Meanwhile, Reagan himsei+ appears to be vacillating siightlyy. He may be

influenced by the argument that " "Yee, Bouth Africa 1s important Lo us
strategically, but the danger of iosing her strategically is grester i we
support a Government that is intransigent to change. which is almost
ivevitable in that society. "™ (Ibid.?

Zouth Africa™s umpteenth wvague promnies for major social change was o
ballyhooed in 211 the bourgenis media including Newswesk and Time. MNow,
after a speech in August by Botha, the major medlis has taken to gusstioning
what exactly those changes are going to be.

Reagan himself signalled the media®= change in approach when his advisors
gxpressed disappointment in Botha's spesch. FReagan spoke of a "crisis of
confidence” caused by the lack of substance in South Africa®s supposed
retorms.

For cpportunist reasons. Feagan has had to appear to take action. He
is moving to ban the import of South GFfrican Erugoerands——gold coins—into
the US. Ofther actiornge include a ban on computer zales to the apartheid
government and a: partial ban on bank losans to 5. Africa. Also, companies
with more than 25 emplovees will not receive US sxport assistance unless
they wphold the Sullivan Principles.

Reagan’s sanctions are mere lip-service to public apinion which has
turned against the USA’s alliance with apartheid. The Kruggerand ban matters
little because "the gold that South AfFrica cannot sell to the United States
could find its way here anyway through world market channels. (MEwW York
limee, 9710785 fWhat, did we think capitaliem would stop the law of buy
and sell just because Reagan said so0?) The computer ban only makes official
what companies had already done; that ie not sell to the apartheid regime
directly. The bank loans ban has & Loophole for money "needed" for economic
circumstances, health and education “"beneticial" te all races. In others
words &5 UE bank can loan a S. African bank money for economic reasons and
the 5. African bank can turn arournd and loan the moosy to the apasrtheid
police and military. @As for the Sullivan Principles, see the MIM
litprature list for a detalled explanation of their fig-leaf rolo.

Finally, the nuclear ban Reagan imposed was already in place and even this
has exceptions for "humanitarian purposes."” (hNew York Times, 9/10/8%)

FReagan tries to appear to the public to be criticizing the South
African regime while he does nothing of substance himself to effect change in
South Africa. Thie allows Bothse and his supporters like Falwell the chance
to rally and wait for the current storm to pass.

For example, Richard fA. Vigueris beats the
anti=-communist-save—the-Free—World drum rather loudly. In the process., he of
course presumes that only white rule is possible in South Africa. Naturally,
with that assumption. he finds it impossible to criticize Botha. A The
question is npot whether they will have & white ruler o a black ruler in
South Africa.”™ "“They"ll have white rule for the foreseeable future. The
question is whether that white ruler will be South African oF Soviet. The
alternative to the current Government is a Communist regime. If Sputh
Aftrica falls, freedom is not likely to prevail in the rest of the world for
much longer.”" (Hew York Times, B/21/85, a3

Viguerie’s statement is guite revealing of the ruling class. It shows
that the American imperialists are desperate to hold onto South Africa for
fear of losing a warld war to the Soviets. In that desperation, it is not
surprising that people like Falwell and Viguerie come to the fore.
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CONBRESS AFPFROVES ALL WAR BUDGET REGUESTS
A House-Senate conference agreed on a $302.5 billion budget that

ineludes $2.7% billion for Star Wars. Every major weapons svstem asked {for
by the Defense Department gained approval. { e { y FAEZFSE5, p. H)
The deferise contractors li.e. capitalists) make tremendous profits as they
prepare materially and peychologically +or further war for empire. Since the
taxpayers and not the capitalists pay for the war, the capitalists hope to
make profits on new resources captured and controlled through war throughout
the world-—8.g9. Central America, the Fhilippines, the Middle East and Europe.

MOVE MURDER BETAILES LEGKING OUT

As we have saild in a previous issue of MIM NITES, the Philadelphia
police bombing of a radical group called MOVE had much manipulation of
public opinion behind it. Folice and fireflghters tried to claim that the
MDVE group doused itself with gasoline and started the fire. 6t the same
time, they claimegd to have washed awasy the flammable fluids with water
cannons before dropping & bomb on the house. MNo one explained why the water
cannons were turned of4 after the bombing that started the fire Ehat killed
eleven people and destroved &1 homes in a Black neighborhood.

Rl1l the lies by the blood-thirsty officials of Philadelphia
contributed to a sensationalist media portrayal of MOVE. Rather than allow
thair criminal actions comge to broad public view, the officials blamed the
fire and eleven deaths on the victims themselves. Happy to =lander and
willify & radical peolitical group, the capitalist-owned and produced media
tried to make MOVE =seem to be engaged in suicidal armed struggle with police.

Linfortunately, now that the issue has died down, the truth appear=s in
the back pages of newspapers 1f at all. A agmall story ("Philadelphia®™s Fire
Marshal Says FPolice Bomb Ignited May 13 Blaze,” New York Tiges., a%) reports
the conclusion of a so-called investigation. As usual for the methods of
state officials trying to manipulate public opinion; the resulis of this
inveatigation appear top late to influence public oplnion.

In fact, the bombing was premeditated. The police planned a yesr ago to
bomb the roof of the MOVE house. iMew York Times, B/sZ21/785, aif)

Khat caused police to shoot 10,000 shots at a house; firebomb &1 hpuses
and try to blames the victimes who 1E now turns ouk did not fire any shote
while the fire spread despite firefighter claims? There was never any reason
to ocpen fire on the MOVE group. Since when do tenante who live 1n uhRzanitary
conditions deserve eviction and death? How many slumlords get away with far
worszse in owning dozens of reat-infecsted firetraps? Where iz there a:-police
force that would firebomb a landlord for epndangering hundreds of tenants?

Although HMIM KMOTES focuses con the internationsl situation and the UE war
and imperialiem abroad, it is important to remember, that the more desperate
the atmosphere in the U5 government the less it can afford
dissrdents at home2. The Fhiladelphia city government wused the national media
to disseminate disinformation and justify the murder of a noan—-mailnetream
poory Black dissident group.

CHIMA®S STATE CAFPITALISTE DO SOMOIA ONE BETTER

Comntinuing to admit record levels of economic crime in Chifna since the
capitalist reocrganization of the economy, Mainland China®™s officials
disclosed that some Chinese officials with contacts with foreigners on Hainan
island embezzled %1.5 billion. The Mew York Times reported that "such
incidents have a disproportionate impact in Peking." (New York Times,
854785, 1&} In other warde, 1f a countrvy is to have the marvel ous
capitalist system it has to put up with such "incidents." The New York
Times almo tagged Feking for overreacting to the smuggling of opium and
pornography videotapes from the West.

While it is the standard position of Western newspapers and observors
to tell China to enact capitalism with spine, Deng Xiaoping has encountered
difficulties in explaining away the seamy side of capitalism. Earlier this
vear, Deng came forth with the statement that communism is still China's

e



Ultimate goal., Lately, he has had to admit that his economic freg cones
which do business with the West on the West' s terms. may be failures.
Maolsts call today's China “revisionist" precizely because Deng finde it
recessary to wphold a facade of Maryxiem while tnetituting a capitalist
counterrevolution. He speaks in the words of communizsm and pretends to
abhor the obvious eucesses of Capitalism in order to cover up capitalism
in & Ccountry with a high political awarenpes and edperience with more Qe
forms of class esploitation.

UM/ETHIOFIAN REPDRT UNDERESTIMATES ERITSES DROUEHT
A fact—Ffimding study by the UM, U5 and Ethiopia reports that food is
reaching the Tigre and Eritrea, which border Ethiopia. However, the
tnvestigators did rmnot four in guerrilla controlled regione,. which include
BOY of Eritrea.
FRelief groups actually in the Tigre report that 3.8 out of 5 million
people there nesd aid and that the situation is Worsening. (Bdmig Yok

Tipes, 8/4/85, 13)

STEAM BUILDING FOR DIVESTITURE

New Jergey will withdraw $2 billion in penslon funds from US companies
that do businese in South Africa. (hlew York Tiges, 8/21/85, 1) In
Baltimore; the City Council unanimously recommended that its pension funds
be pulled out of South Africa. %174 million are at stake. It is expected
that the pension fund trustees will follow through. (hew Yok Times,
B/21/.85, ad)

OTHER SAMCTIONS
Australia ie bﬂ':-'l:ﬂttinﬂ South African gold and snded export asslwtance
to companies trading with South Africa.

DIVESTMENT PRESSURE CITED IN CORPORATE PULLOUT

FPhibro-Soclomon, & financial conglomerate, is withdrawing from South
Africa. The 12th largest corporation in the US8, Phibro-Sclomon is one of
17 American companies that have withdrawn from Scuth Africa in 1985, (New
York Times, B/22/B5, dl, dis)

The Smitheonian Institution had recently sold its stock in
Phibro-Solomon. [One financial analyst sald that since the South Africa share
of Phibro-Solomon’s business is less than 1%, it was important for the
campany. ta "broaden the appeal of its shares for all institutional
investors.” (lbid., diS)

IRAN—TIRACL WAR INTEMNSIFIES

Itrag is bombing Iran’s only pil terminal, which is at Eharg Island.
Irag says that 1t will put an end to Iranian oil exports, so that Iran will
have no money to conduct its war against Irag.

ne estimate put lran®s export lose at 25% from the single bombing
attack. VMowing to prevent anyone from esporting oil from the Persian EHul €,
Iran ie bombing oil tankers in the Gulf. thlew York Timeg, B719/85, ad)

The Iranian regime has been stretched thin in the war. Tens of
thousands of soldiers at the front and political priscners at home have
been killed for the benefit of Khomeini’s Islamic theocracwy. Economic
conditions are already strained and a real end to Iranian otil Exparts may
provide a revolutionary opportunity should Khomeini try to run the war on

religicn alone.
MAOQIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM)
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SOUTH AFRICA
South Africa has by now detained 1,243 more activisls under martial
law. They are not allowed accessz to lawyers and their names are not

available to the public.

(New York Timee, 7/31/85, ad)

"rtMore than AS0

people, only 2 of them white, have died in the violence that hae spread

across South Africa in the last 10 months, 7 ®

iNew York Times, BAIR/85, adk)

120 of those deaths have been in the last month since Botha implemsnted

marti sl

1aw.

AFRICA NETWDRK

Resources, Information, Action

e Nk N D sty s

P.0. Box 59364
Chicazo, IL 60659

Rotting Food Aid!

Avcording i rellsble soarces in A ddis
Abeba, food sid for sarving Ethiopiass
i piling up snd rotibng in the Eritrean
Pl of Asseh and Massawsy s well 53 in
the port of Djibeutl for want of Irans-
port da the femine viefims. This is
becamse ibe Dergue has allocoted el of
s iramsport fesi o jis military cam-
Paigns n Eritres apd movibern Ethiwpin
at well as iis Forcible resettbement pro-
Eram in the sowh,

As m resull, UN officials b Ethéopia
have wdvised Indernationsl aid donors
Ol 10 send new shipments of Tood [
Elhlapiz until mare of (he surHies pow
piled up in fhe poris amd wirehosses
have been moved io refiel centres, Ak
wifieials say rhat 8% of the [oed aill
thay has arrived n Erhiopia  since
December has yei 1o be defivered.

After & meeling with il Diergus"s
srongman en 15 June 1985, Mr, Kun
dansson, ke UN  asdim wECTElary-
|_,n.r-} for  emergency Bperations im
Eikiopda and Mr, Maurice F. Sitoag,
Extrulive comrdinaior of the UM (M[ice
Tor Emergency peralions in Al
have sialed thal there were emough food
supplies im (ke COMRETY o meel (ke
immedisie needs of masl of ihe Taming
vitims, aring (ke meeling, Coload
Memgistu has. reportedly  promised sg
divert SN irucks from mlilary mwe whils
ihe LIN o [ imls Medged b0 press Tor thy
danadivn of BIE more 1racks e Fibispia
le zobve dhe o shoriage of Ermiespart o,

BERGUE RECEIVED 80 m BULLETS
- INFALASHA DEAL

High-level diplomatic sources have disclosed that the Ethiopian mili-
tary regime of Lt. Codonel Mengisiv Haile Mariam received 80 million
« parabellum o bullets from lsrael about two years ago in exchange for
its collaboration in the exodus of the Falashas from Ethiopia directly 1o
lzracl. These diplomatic sources have, according 1o the lalian daily,

orrierre della Sera (22 April 1985) and the Enghlish week Iy, The
Observer (21 April 1985), revealed that Colonel Mengistu entered into
the secret deal with lsracl to exchange Falashas for military supplies
because he wias anxious to launch an offensive against the Eritrean and
Ti i rebels at the time.

According to these reports, it was the successful precedent of Colonel
Mengistu's secret deal that later prompted MNimeir to make a similar
secret deal with [srael to allow the airlift of Falashas from the Sodan in
return for § 56 m paid 1o him and several of his top officials, A large
slice reportedly went to the then First Vice-President and head of the
State Security apparatus, General Omer El-Tayeb. These authoritative
diplomatic sources attach an intriguing significance 1o the fact that it
was General Fatih Erwa, ex-military attaché in the Sudanese Embassy in
Addis Abeba and Nimeiri's close collaborator, who was sent to New
York to collect the tast instalment of the price just days before the coup
d"étar ook place on April &,

“This new revelation corroborates, if only in more detail, earlier
reports that the Dergue, despite its belated protestations to neutralize
the publicity following the leak, was engaped in a secrer deal with the
riomst state involving the exchange of Falashas for arms, Yet in an
unabashed display of cynicism and hypocricy, the Addis Abeha regime
issued a statement (Ethiopisn Herald, 24 February 1985) alleging a
« Sudanese-lsraeli conspiracy » and calling on « the international
community to prevail on Israel 1o respond favourably to Ethiopia's
demand for the orderly and immediate repatriation of the abducted
citizens » All this while using the Falashas as a bargaining chip for
obtaining arms and spare parts—a deal that conjures up the revival of
the old slave trade! )

™ For in reality, as Moshe Dayan revealed in 1978, the Ethio-lsraeli
accord for the direct « repatriation » of the Falashas was first reached,
and its implementation began, in 1977. It was renewed in 1982 through
| the mediation of the Jewish Agency and the Mossad, the Israeli secret
service. As a result, Israel has been supplying the Ethiopian regime with
substantial military equipment and spare parts. The value of liraeli
military sales to Ethiopia in 1983 was about § 20 m (A frica Confiden-
lial, 12 December 1984). In Ociober alone, Israel shipped to Ethiopia
‘_g_m worth of arms and spares, .
Diplomatic sources in Addis Abeba report of continuing Israeh sales
of large quantities of military supplics to the Ethiopian regime. Much of
these arms sales consist of Sovict-made or Soviet-designed equipment
captured during the lsraeli invasion of Lebanon, These WELPONS dre
repainted, and refurbished if necessary, and then dispatched through
varous Israeli fronl companies, including Keor, a company registered
and based in Amsterdam, and Amiran, a « reception » company in
Ethiopia. Israel also provides sophisticated parts for the Soviet supplied
Mig-23"s and the US-supplied F-5E's of the Ethiopian Airforce,

Adulis Yol I N® 1] May 1985
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VS DORPODRSTE PULLOUT HWOLILE BF EFFECTIVELY ToTal

fccording to Burroughes President Pag ) G. Sterne. i$ 13
rorpirations "pack ou oage antd get out of there 13 RFrdog] v g
thimb we'll Just fusl i+, ol Lan make the assumplion
that the other thternational companies will stay out. That‘s
oot ho fuel a trememioile progles, and mEvhe: evian enacerbate i1 12s3 ng
cgown “choole, strikes, really watting them back. (Detroit liesians |
218G, pp. 1, &a) Freviously, antil—divestiturs propionents such as
Harvard President Derek Bok Aarguead that multinationgl cer pror @b b ons
Ehat do not operate in Bowith #frica would €11l ir
Ehie gap left By 5 119 [ETRR =TS

DIVESRTHENT STEAMRDLLER

Lolumbia University's Beard pf Trustees voted to withdramw {te gm0
millien from Companiss opersting in By Sfrica. Tha mewe il | caded
Bepetially mllitant studert action last nordng.

The U. ef Michigan also divested anothsr Fi.5 milliaon from S.
ffrica ¥Yor a total of £50 millicn divested., Oply $#3500,000 iz ]edt i
the U. of Michigan B.Africa related portfolio,

The U. of MWisconsin divested 5 mill i .

Thee State University of New York divested $12.% millian.

Michigan State University divested £ milllan.

BRITISH BANKE CUTTING BACE IM S. AFRICA

HBarclays Bank and Standard Chartered cut their staksea in
subsidiery banks In 5. Africa from 50 to 40%. Britsin‘s investment in
B. Africa is estimated at #15 billion, 7% of Britain's oversoas
investment. INYTimes, 9/30/05)

LG BAMNKS CUTTING DUT TOO

Chase Manhattan ended all lpans to 8. Africa in late Jduily.
North Carclipa Mational Bank cut ite loans from $217
million in 1983 to %101 million in June. Hanl of Bosten announced the
end af all lpans toc S. Africe in March.  The Prezident of the Rank of
Boston Ira Stapanian, recently divalged that part nf +the reason F i
the pullpout was premsure at home on the banking busliness, Filrst Bank
System of Minneapolis pulled vyl too with past logans of =29 ol 11ion,
LT, 2418785, all

RULTNG CLASS HUDDLES FOR S. AREICA FOLICY

Twenty corporate executives met with Reagan in the third wesk or
september to discuse their interests in 5. Africa. They srgued that US
busineases contribute to social change in 5. Africa. (Detroit Newn,
9421785, p. 1, déa) The real gevernment goes ipto action the same WEy
the heads of the mafim get tegether when the going gets tough.

BLY A PIECE OF THE CONTRAS

"Freedom bonde" can be purchased from the cortras. Their payoff
is shares in the companies that the contras plan to depationsl ize
if they overthrow the Sandinista government. (Reason, June/July,
19859 p. 44) S who owns the contpas?
Yeii can het Jeanne Kirkpatrick is on the board of directors.

5. AFRICA UFDATE

The death toll of the past year is over 700. 3,000 have been
detzined in the state of BMErgenty. . Africa raided Angola wikh 500
troops angd admitted to continuing to destabilize Moz amtrd qus. The
front—line state called for economic sanctions against 8. Africa

regardiess of the eronmnic effects on themselves. The front-line states
are largely dependent on the Eursopean style 5. African economy. (YT

Mt NVOTES b i



MIMNOTES ..

An Unofficial Forum of the Maoist Intemﬂtlunﬂhst Movement pn. |

S.AFRIcA "REFORMS PRESS

5. GFRICA UWFPDAGTE

Saturday, Movember ZInd, the apartheid regime officially blacked
out news coverage of the Black revolt. Journalists of all kinds could
face a sentence of 10 years or a fine of %8,000 or both for reporting
resistance in the areas of South &frica that are wnder martial law.
(Detroit Free Press, 11/3/85, p. al)

The apartheid regime had arrested several journslists prior to
establishing a complete ban on coverage.

The ban on journalists underscores the paotency of international
protest against apartheid. That the racists no longer felt they could
atford to publicize their own repression of the Black resistance proves
that the US-backed white settler regime is not 1n full control.

The day the journalist ban came down, 100,000 demonstrated in
London for Western sanctions against apartheid.

The death toll in 5. Africa’s repression over the last 14 monkhs
has now topped 850, {Ibid., =213)

MARCODS TO CALL ELECTIONS IN "8&

Under pressurg from hie US sponsors., puppet dictator Ferdinand
Marcos has apparently changed his mind and will consider elections in
178&4. The FPhilippines President is viewed by conservatives in the US
to be out of touch and liable to lose the country to communism.
Marcos® announcement followed Sen. Faul Laxalt's wisit to the
Fhilippines. Laxalt is a l=zading Reagsn confidankt.

Mearnwhile, the US has also threatened to cut off $650 million in
military aid over the next five yvears if Marcos reinstates Gen. Fabian
Ver who is implicated in the Aug. 1983 assassination of bourgeois
opposition figure Benigno Aquino. Y *Fresident Marcos said he was
honor—-bound to take him back if he [Gen. Ver] was acquitted,® Laxalt
said. I said, °"For how much time?” He inititally said, ‘0One vear.’
I told him that would be a problem back here. He said he d take a
spcornd look at it." (Dptroit Free Press, 11/73/85, p. a3

The LIS Senate is worried that Marcos will lose the Philippines to
neco—Manist guerrillas., who number 30,000 by Senate figures. The
gi@cutive branch is worried that the New Feople®s Grmy would kick the
Us out of Clark Alr Force Base and Subic Bay Maval Base, "the two

largest U.5. military bases abroad." (Ibid.) The Philippines is alsaa
considered a long time political and economic ally thanks to a history
of U5 intervention to install pro-uU5 regimes.
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SEVEM LAYER CAEKE

The Pentagon™s Star Wars plan envisions saven layers to the shield

that protects the US from Soviet missil®s. Each layer will only alle
20% of Soviet missiles through.

Five companies are working on Star Wars already and anticipate
making further bids for more work. {Detroit Free Press, 11/73/83, p-
all

Even if the shield 1s not perfect, the idea of Star Wars is to
make nuclear war more plausible to public opinion. That is why 1t ha
become critical for scientists 1in academia to reject Star Wars for it
implausibility and for its militarist motivations. MIT has rejected
211 research on Star MWars as have thousande of scientists in
univeraities acrpss the country.

At the same time, )
the coniunction of Star Wars weapons and others makes a first strike
the US an ever more likely possibility.

PHILLY FOLICE REFUSE TO TESTIFY ON MOVE BOMBING

“_ieut. Frank Powell, who dropped the bomb on the group’ s
[MOVE’S1 house May 13 after & daylong siege, was the first person to
refuse to testify. He invaked his constitutional right against
splf-incrimination. " (HoW York Times, Thurs. 10/s24/835)

Mayor Wilson Goode went along with the bombing and turned down t
idea of using a crane beECaUse at %4,500 the crane would have cost too
much. Why resolve the conflict with such a low level of repression
whern we can murder 11 men, woman and children?
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MIN NOTES e

Uno‘muul Fﬂr“ﬂ n‘f 'H\E Mﬂﬂ'"' I nternationalist Movewent

APARTHE 1D DOOMED

IMMIGRATION TIDE TURMIKNG AGAIMST APARTHEID

Since the riots in South &frica in Sowetc in 1976, the number of
jittery white South gfricans who left the country eguaslled the rumber
attracted hy opportunities to exploit. Today, according to the Pall Stregi
douroal . the tide has turned. {"Pulling Out: White South Africans Flee
Country, Fearing A Grim Future There, 125153785, p- L0

109% of South Africa’s white population says it will get out by 1990,
Many more are making efforts to find the means pf melling houses and
gl lecting up moaney to leave. Apparently, many would like to leave, but
the positicn of the South African currency (rand! 1s 540 pear that whites do
Aot have the means of selling their property and going anywhere else where

they would have the hope of regaining their former lifgstyle. {IThid.}

At the same time, South African businesses are failing at & record
Fate. twice that of four year= ago. {"Bankruptcies Rise in South Africa FE
Strife Undercuts Economy,” Hall Streest J., 12/20/85, p. 172 This is a good
lesson 1N dzal:ct rs: even when the capitalists think they have it o good,
their success in exploitation unex nwrtﬁdif blows up in their +ace.

The nressure of the Black revolt supported brpadly in world public
opinion is too much for the white popul ation of South Africa, which owesg
ite middle class status to the sweat of Black laborers. The amigration:of
the whites leaves the white settlier government in that much more of a
desperate position. Already white men serve a three year mandatory smrvice
in the armed forces, which have duties in sabptaging Black &frican nationg
=11 over the southern half of the continent. In khe latest action, South
Aafrican troops moved further into Angola an pursuit of Namibian guerrillas
trying to wrest control of their country fram South African colonialli@m.

iWall Street Jowurpgal. 12/20/85)
rMere will be a growing shortage of people to hald down the Black
people. Apartheid is wearing thin.

MEW RIGHT ORSAMIZES WHILE REAGAN STALLS ONM SOUTH AFRICA

fnlnirg the efforts of Jerry Falwell and Rev. Moon to rally public
opinion to prop wup South Africa is Accuracy 1in Mrdia. Accuwracy in Media is
a hew Ri 1rt wﬁ*chﬁu; of the press that sees a liberal bias in most
news—reporting.

The ettreme isplation of apartheid in public opinion has driven the
Mew Right into desperate eshortations. FReed Irvine, whao is chairman of
Accuracy in Media published an editorial in US4 Taday that supports the

han of foreign mass media from South Africa and restrictions on all
journalists covering riots. At the moment two British TV cameramen are
being charged by & Johannesburg courd for inciting riot. (Wall Street

deucgal . 12/20/85, p. 1)

In characteristic Mew Right fashion, the editorial nowhere makes the

obligatory criticisms of apartheid that even Feagan makes to cover up his
lack of effective action to end US suppart for the white settler regime in

South ffrieca (Azania). Reed Irvine comes right out for repression of
coverage of oppression with the excuse that the Soviets do it, so why can’t
[ =
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By contrast, even the South African mnuaEEiduE. Jlt-lt1 puun--.!::u L: ;:It
= kP ——F 1 NECESS:

wonderful pages_ai UEﬁ Today——who mar:r::::':,_I ;:m.t:Hhaﬁ :;:En et :tep! papd
up window-dressing. Since 1980, Sou ri :
demonatrate what it has repeatedly declared--that the ara of white
domination has ended and political participation must be extended to
blacks." . , s ;

Meanwhile., at the Wall Street Jourgdl. disguised fascism won more air
time. Accuracy in Academia, a spin off of Accuracy in Media, whl;h has
connections ta the John Birch Spociety received top billing in a piece by
David Brock on the Jourpal’s opinion page. (A few days later the lead
story for the Wall Street Journal was the new—found credibility of the Rev.
Moon®s newspaper——the Washiogbgo Times. ' o !

David Brock credits Marzism in several ways by his criticism. "About
Z52 ethnic—-studies programs noW @izt on campuses, and women®s history,
written mostly by neo=Marzist feminists, 12 an accepted fixzture at many
schools. " (Wall Street Journal, 12512585 Furthermore, Marxzism™s
relevance or "present-mindedness is a sharp break with traditional
intellectual standards." (Ibid.?

In addition to attacking minorities generally. Brock makes the

T ey

Frock comments that the Marxist professors condone the heckling of Jeanne
Kirkpatrick and Caspar Weinbeirger. Brock sees the Marxist professors as a
maijor danger or source of repression in society.

A8 usual for New Right mythology, free speech 1s for people in the
United States Government and not for people who criticize the government.
never mind the Salvadorans and Spouth African Blacks, who Weinberger % LoO.
murder regularly.

Fecently at a campaign puff spesch, Bush retorted hecklers by saying
"try that in Lenin [Che means Red] Sguare"--in other words, be thankful for
free speech and shut up! To George Bush and the rest of the Reagan
Administration, HFMIM NOTES makes the following offer. "Bo to South Africa!"

JERRY FALWELL SUFPPORTS MARCOS TOO
Lest anvone think fundamentalist leader Jerry Falwell does not

consistently support semi-fascist regimes like South Africa, Jerry Falwell
announced that Americans should support the dictator of the

Fhilippines—Ferdinand Farcos. The United States already plans a 900
million military aid package in return for continuing wse of two military
bases in the Fhilippines. (Detrojt Free Presg, 11/12/85, p. 4al

Duestion: With the divine backing of Falwell and Moon, why doepe Marcos
make "his most important decisions on davs that either have the number

*TP in them or are diwvisible by 72" (Chicagpg Tribung., 11710785, p. 71

INDEFEMDEMCE YET TO BE WON IN COUNTRIES PORDERING SO0OUTH AFRICA

Lesctho rFeceives aver S0% of its national income from miners who
"migrate"” to South Africa. Fozambigue has 50,000 workere in 5. Africa in
addition to important port and hydroelectricity agreements. fs a result,
Mozambigue and Zimbabwe support economic sanctioans, but can not atford to
glienate 5. Africa in practice. South Africa keeps all of its neighbors in

fine partly by threatening to eupell foreign workers. (Detroit Free Pres=s,
11/12/85, p. 1)

THE BEAT GOES DM

Cubans are fighting the LUWS-hacked contras in Nicaragua according to
Secretary of State Schultz. Theare are 2,500 Cuban military advisgrs in
Micaragua according to Schultz. (Letroit Free Precs, 1277785, p. 13

Meanwhile. private fmerican citizens are getting pald 1,000 a menth to
fight with fhe contras; Spanish neo—Nazis are also recruited as mercenariles
and somewhers somehow the contras bought the capability to shoot down
Soviet-made helicopters.

Although Sandinista leader Ortega offered the USA to send home tha EE
Cubans 1+ the WS ends aid to the contra=s, the superpowser contentign in
Micaragua is heading up a notch. Schultz hinted that more military aid will




AFERICAN MEDLIS DIslUvermzs oudie !l MEL L

During the past year, Soviet television has showi seens of Combal dn
Afghanistan. The coverane depicts the dangers and the pursuit of Afahanis
by Soviet troops, who occupy Afghanistan.

Like the American media, the Soviet media portrays the Soviet Union
favorably. Soldiers in Afghanistan are seen as doing patriotic duty to the
Soviet motherland. Grenada or Afghanistan, you be the judge: "The primary
purpose of such reports has been to invest a little-known and
little=understood conflict with some glory and patriotism.” ("Suddenlv.
Soviet Media Discover Afghanistan,” Detroit Free Press. 11/12/85, p. 7al

YEOR PASSES ON BHDPAL DISASTER—--DECEMBER ZRD, 1784

The Unisn Carbide chemical gas disaster in Bhopal, India that left
gver 1.750 people dead is still in court. MNow Union Carbide, threatened
with take—-over bids by companies that promise to run explottation without
being caught, is taking the classic blame the wictim approach.

"The Indians were to blame. *When we put [Ehe plantl there, we wWere
outside the city.® Mr. Anderson says, bul he adds that the Indians allowed
the pecple to settle around it., ‘That®s what they do in the Third World. ™"

{Wall Street Journal, 1E/26/85, p. 220

Urion Carbide's anti-Third World consciousness 1& revealing. L s

could never happen here," said Chairman Anderson te the Congress.
However, on August 1lth, another leak developed, this time in W. Virginta,

where 135 people were injured. iibicl.}
in the American case, chairman Anderson suggested that the 135 are
hypochondriacs. w7 think that 1f we had a releasg of Aperage Lat a plantd,

135 would go toa the hospital.”™ (Ibid.}

Now Union Carbide claime that the Bhopal disaster wasz sabotage by Sikh
militants. (IThid.?

On the wpbeat side, the Wall Streest Journgl published cheery reports
that freedom of exploitation is as great as ever in Mexico, India, South
Forea and elsewhere. “"The disaster didn’t result in a generalized attack
on multinationals, " says Edward Stumpf, the commercial counselor at the
IU.S5. Embassy in Mew Delhi." (Ibid.}

In case anyone was having second thowghts, the race for profit i=s
=till on. He who hesistates will lose a take-over bid.

AMNY CAPITALIST CAaN BE SEMATOR
The 33 senators elected in 19894 5pent an average of almost %5 million

in the&ir campaigns. House members averaged 288,434, {Detroit Free Pregss
12/7,8.89% l

MILITARY BUILD-UP PROFITABLE

_The Mavy releasged a study that shows that capitalists make more
profite on "defense" contracts than in non—"defense" work. Some of the
Pentagon®s 22 major contractore make as much as 20% more profit on their
war supplies than on cther commodities. Owverall, in 1994 the profit rate
for defense work was 9.2% compared to a rate of 7.7 to B8, 0% for -
non—-military sales.

As measured by return on assets, General Dynamics made 89% on its
m111ta5v asraospace work while military shipbuilding vielded a 44% return
At Boeing, 70K of all profits comes from the Fentagon. fR ¥ )
%E.HE.D.LI..- ”D-ffenﬂ-ﬂ Eontracts Yield Higher Profits Than Private Work,

udy Saws."l The report shows that the hig
recent acceleration in military spendi ng.

My
her profits went along with the

L
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In the cut-=throat competition to outproduce and undercut competitors,
companies find it most convenient to buy competitors and spread into new
areas. An ever smaller number of capitalists runs ever larger pieces of
the economy.

Texaco has lost two legal battles in its takeover of Getty Dil.
Penzoil has charged Texaco with dirty dealing. Forced to choose betwsen
two members of the capitzalist class, who should the government award? In
this case, Texaco was apparently 1aw in pulling government strings.

i "Courting Disaster: How Texaco Turned Big Takeover Victory Into Bigger
Legal Loss," Wall Street Journal., 12/20/85, p.l12 Penzoil has won a ¥11.1
billion judgement against Teraco in court.

General Electric acquired RCA for $4.28 billion. (Wall Str
Jourpal, 12/12/85, p. 3) BAF offered $4.13 billion for an additional
number of shares to takeover control of Union Carbide. (Wall Strest
Journal., 12/13/83, p. &)

READERS CRITICIZE AND PRAISE MIM MOTES; MIM NOTES MAKES SELF-CRITICISM

In using MIM NOTES as an wunofficial tool of collective organizing, MEIM
haiz sought reactions to MIF NOTES from all who read them. Carrying out the
mass line, MIM has collected up vour opinions and 1s now going to present
them back as a comprehensive craitique of MIM NOTES.

Most controversially, MIM MOTES started to append typeset editortials
of & radicalsliberal nature that had to do with a number of topics.

FPraize for the editprials is univergal in that they clearly serve the
masses in a very broad, informative and comprehensible fashion. The
editorials are also in service of mass organtz2ations and liberation
struggles that Mapists would want to serve.

However. acs one person said, "this stuff is worthwhile, but i1t is not
revolutionary.” With this simple criticism, it is clear that MIM should
continue to serve the masses, buwt not confuse that service wark with MIM
MOTES as & collective organizer for the creation of a party. BGenerally,
MIM MOTES has been attacked for not doing enough theoretical work and for
nat connecting the news to a grasp of Marsism—Leninism Mao. Zedong Thought.
In responee to these criticisms, MIM MOTES will continue to distribute
obscure editorizls that are in the service of the peoples In Eriftrea, East
Timor or those that the government comes down pn in Central America
golidarity organizations. On the other heand, radical/liberal editorials
are not to be attached to MIM MOTES and MIM asks that the typeset
editorials not be distributed as part of MIM NMOTES. In this way, a
political error can be chocked up as good esperience.

As for other criticisms of MIM MOTES., the editors make self—-criticism
for laxnes=. The pace of publication is not fast enoughz; FMIM THEORY, the
FEEays for working out programmatic positions and theories has been
neglected.

The only way that the problems with FIM s publications can be overcome
is through reliance on brosad numbers of people. UOnce again, we abt FMIM call
on wou the resder to support the publication with articles and news sources
and through distribution and contributions.

Digtribution ie the key 1ink because only through distribotion can the
power of Mao®s mass line be realized. Only then will enough palitical
resources come together to make PMIM MOTES what it should be.

SUBSCRIBE FOR 30 CENTS/ISSUE. PO BOX 289, CAMB., M& 02140,
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12 UNDERWSEITIMG, SELLING DEA&TH

Milikery aid Ffrom bhe US tpo 313 countries has amountes to FLE0
biliten sinoe 195%. Half has been in grents. OF cowwrse, epven grants
sre really handouts from the U Government to American
Wapan Times, 42/530/85, p. 71

B B =,

HMAERCDE aMD ARLIING, NOT MUCH CHCGICE

Fhilippines presidential candidate Corazon Aguino favores the
retention of WS military #fracen at least until 1991 and possibly afbes
that. tMaimichi Daily News, 12/21/685, p. 27 Agquainag 1e
pppoaling dictator Ferdinand Marcos 1n elections promised-+or February
Tth.

Aguino'e candidacy i= much promoted in the Amsrican presns,
Corszon’'s husband Benighno was the UInlted States” hope of provigding & WS
fackey with a fresh face. He was Training at the Harwvard kenpedy
Gehonl of GBovernment before he Fetwrned to Ehe Philippines only fo ba
assaseinated by those not ready to be replaced.

While it 1w clsar that Marcos is a dictator of the msosh petly
gort, Aguino represents bourgeois denocratic opposition at best @
gond Rle' American intereste at worst. In &n opportunist move, Marcos’®
court system ordered the seizure of Aquino's 15,000 hectare sugar
plantation on 1272785, The move was an eftort Lo demonstreate that

Agiiing is a landlord, not a candidate of the people. Hypboritically,
the court ordered the land be divided “for distribution to gualified
Filipinoe." {(Japan Times, i2/31785, p. 4

MAINLAMD CHINESE STUDENTS MARTH AGAINST NEW COLONIALITSH
In Chennodu, protests targeting the current regime’'s servility o

Wegtern imperialism are being lebhelled as crimina!l i natures.
itMainichi Hews, 1Z/Z1/585, p. ¥ In Felhing (Beljlng) stwdenis abtecked
Chinma's relatibnsghlp to fmperialiem through protests against Japan,

which Chima liberater] 1bss1f from in WRII. Deng has namsd China =
forgign trade policy "the cpen doom- policy"” in reference ko an Amel . can
policy of the 1800s which Insluted on AeErican rights to esploit China
alenyg with the Eurcopesan colonists of the day who contralled China's
ports.

FPERU BLIFFING FROM Us CAMF

December Z7th, 1985, Peru seized New York-based Beleco Petroleum.
Flson, since the insuguration of Alan Gerclia in Julw, Peru has stopped
loan payments2 o the US and stepped up tax demands from ARerican
comparries operating in Peiu.

At the same time, Perw +ell to the charge d'sffaires diplomacy
level with its handling of the Cuban @siodus Lhat started st Ehe
Feruvian eabassy in Havanna in 15980, Washington is also threateriing
Feru'sa preferentlal taris4, ald and international losns, and
commeircial air traffic has been suspended since May 1984, Mew aid
projects werie suspended din Sapbtembier .

Barcia appears to be getting a better deal from the Soviets
letelv. The Soviets allow paveent for wilitary goods and debts in
gopds. Mot suwrprisingly, Garcia conveniently found it possitle to
denpurze S nuclesr policy from Moscow during a visit thers.

Although Peru has the largest Soviet arsenal in Latin America, it



ie eglea-the larpest reciplent of US pid an South Americse and 38X of its
Fiports g te the Us. {dapan Timegr, 12/81/85, p. BY The contention
Elween the sSuperpowers in Feru 3s far $ooim Over.

NOTER SCREWE UPy BELIEVES WALL STREET JDURMAL
The last i=eoe of MIN MOTES dimplicd that 750 1w che lowers £ ogups
iy setimatoer of desd at Lthie Unlon Carbide gizaster at Bhopasl. Thi=s
figure comes from the Wall Street Journal , which doess not dnelude

deaths caused by various complicationse af the disaster.

Hther bourgebis sourdes cite death figures that start at 2,000 o
&y200 snd up. OF course, the final answer can only cone bthrough an
investigation by the people of India.

Meanwhile,; Unlen Carbide’'s latest ef+orts Lo weacel out of
regponeibility include the claim that its subsidiary in Incls im
respnsiblie; not the Gmerican headguarters.  Such a move is desigoed o

prevent the legal bett le feom bedog Fought i the Wine ted States whers
all of Union Carbide’'s 10

hillion in assets could be awarded, a= opposEed to the subsidiary’s
assets of F100 million.

Carbide’'s claime are desperate maineuvers. First, US Carbide owns
S0.9% of Indla Carblde.

Becondl ¥, Edward Munoz , former president of Cerbide’'s agricultural
chemicals division testified that it was UE Carbide that ordered India
Carbide to use large tanks to store the gas that leaked Dec.2Z-3, 1984,
India Carbide wanted to uee smal ler tankes ko limit £he paseibility of
leaghs.

Finally, Carbide’ = own documents show that after am accident prior
to the 19384 lesk, U5 Cearbide took command. "Moo design changes have
hesn made withoul the concurrence of gendgral snogingsring or Institute
plant engineering [W. MAl." (Anchorage Deily News, 1/35/84, 0. c=él

Union Carbide tried to Ceke sdvarntage oFf Aamerican racs=sm by
claiming that the Indian government and subsidisry workers bad Jowe
standardas than the American Carbide plant regulation=. & Darbide
engineEer easily contradicted that claim theough an affidavit that said
that he followed every instruction of US Carbide in design
regqulations. {Ibid.)

[t 1= time to recognize a small part of the American corporate
bipod debt to Third World peoples. The assets nof Union Carbide belong
to the thousands killed and hundreds of thousands injured at Bhopal and
other corporFate playgrounds.

DENG XIAOPING "MAMN OF THE YEAR® AND “BLICCESS OF THE YEAR"

Time magazrine named China's state capitalist rulsr "Man of the
Year" for tha second time. Time rightfully considered Deng'=s role in
the capitalist social revolution more important than any of the roles
played by people in the leading stories of 1985--Borbachev and Reagan
at the phony arms control summit in Geneva for instance.

Dang "makes a Horatio Alger here look like a piker," says Harrison
Balisbury for Success magazine. "“Although we are a magazine that
celebrates capitaliem,’ states Buciess Editor—-in-Chief Scott DeBarino.,
We'va chosen the world's leading Communist becauss his pErESVErance ,
cowage and promotion of free enterprise make his & univeresl rale
model . 'Y {(Ann Arbor MNews, 1/17/84)

e



MIM NOTES =

An Unolticial Forum of Lhe Mooisl Internalionalist Movement

US EXP

FRAUD,

-2 - fu L
+ =
i s F "= & =

I = - £t et ateE. I
i Ernime repovite==—thers
Taul' Irterestinoly BRO
the Sarole Hear®* amg CThHE
I4 ameslcan NeEwsSpaps
Marcoes Wil e e put ot EBh
tanmbe jeseludinn Jerrmwe Fs
beliewe that Sauino woild
Hlareszs, whioc 38 viswed &E
T FMEM NETEESE, no. 2
1E £ rech tacs for ths i
SRilippino lendlords S8Rl

The FUnnlng
not EEd
The
incc

peEopiEe
wlzmo class—are
pCcoming =lection,
tent that he
ol RMEr L Car
upporting dictator. 1
dretator., who loses to
Marcos Rie part
amentari the way
foreign
someone, probsbly the
:ﬁmp51Qﬂ = far.

¥
= e
o
]

=]

=

EEEME

Servwing

13}

L o
arli

gil ]

owE 2y

srcos’
House

with

Khite

-.r.

L-Jﬂ-il‘_

ncerned with
s
mpEeLEnt
1hter

observore
= | R

Ch

ECTS MARCOS

US AID AFTER

CL i i | HILIFFINES
e Gt L e T TR
I e O — Tt by t! b8 people creating
S alEs: The Hew "t [1m anid the
rad] ane +ter- headline about Margpe'=s
leo, the maior newspapere coversd two LUz
Marcoe is guite 111 and & frauvdulent WWII
gk, no one denies that the UE awarded Marcos

 honores after WWIl.)
= decided the issue in the Fhilippines,
ere.  Even a number of censervative thind

gl =
1Nt

comm: ttees
precstes hetter than

and ki
AmEricéan

cligusl
BErVE
a "liabilitwy."
B, we sgreed with tF
ntereste of UE
nd the wveil D+

Hou g e

a2l AEEEEEmENT.
capirtal, Fentaogon
parliamentari=m.

the newspapersz and government
the mora l=sues Concerned
class oponly critliclisPE Farcos
in repressing hie aboring
oets. I+ not thet FEagan worries: about

vl that Meagan does not want to support
neationali=st semni-Maoist rebels.

does not appear to beliewe in bourgeols
Reagan and Co. do. The Fhilippines will not
3t upcoming =lecticne. In addition,

hase killed & people in the Aguinc

Agunoc
sricd

Us--the
irn the
to the

cl asses

in Lhe

[ T i

CIIE
=

E JusEt

Lo TalE
decided to covelr

and ability
UDonald Regan has

local control
tafd

CHAET
iet of

Fmerq = Baszpe, ¥ Marcoe wins, Regan says he will condemn the Traud,
but Ehi US would contifue to "do business" with Marcos. {58 Today.
1 #2776, p 1%

Reaoan has also said that officially the US 1= neutral and will

CcOYErt OF oJve
urvallang to
ia--'r.'.r= the whole el

lemernted by MHarcoE 16

contusses public

gl

] =

™
3
i -,\_1

o ol
=2 Bl

THRIVEETLIRS
"BAD
i Freat of

¢E GEN

LY
MEW="
FEaCE

E A

B WE
al=o

MmEeans

IpPEar

hangs

to overthron Marcos. Thus, the US
te alienate Marcos too much.

ection f—rre called ¥or by Reragan
to may "we tried.” Thus, the US covers 1

cpinion by appearing to oppose Marcos.

and

rt
in

SUMMIT IMFPAC

Street analvest wavs imn o a recent report, "The
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FepoFt by Mashinoton &nslvels CorFc.. & wunit of First Mankhatien Lo..
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GBIETS BETTINE DFF: RACIST

VIGILAMTE MESSEGEE SENT
At laget temporari iy, AR

the court system threw sot the mos t
Bernhard boetz, whe admitted &
Elacl youth on » train in Mamhattan. Giral
JUjQD et Goetz off the hool at least for auwhile. Goel: facee chargee
?n.}_cuntsrnxng the shots he fired that NID NOT hat the B]aék vnuth? h
ﬂ]thbqgh.ThE LasE 15 bring appeal ed. e York Times, 1/17/0: i} 1;

h?e:: admitted that he shot one of the teens whn waefglréad;
w?rnfsu and on the ground. “Yeu don't ook =0 bad: here have ancther
arees Eald Goetz ae he shot the youth in the begl at pu:nt—hianl

TEn e

important charoes ajzinet hoot
shooting +our
I ; i

VYEing procedursl arguments. the

e PLECE COMDITOR LEDTE
Linder the Carter Administration. the Black

% medi &n rncome declifned
Lo S&% of white median Ilncame. the

lar nes

ctarted comin L drop eines the
Eoriia 1hi: o eut. In 1984, that figure remained at Sav figure?
= T ol o Mew '-'FLI.-'_ I mes, 1/235/84 o —_ o8y dowen FFEim

Meanmwhi e, there ciomtinues Lu be progr ess 1n Black education. The
reroentaoe of Blacks coampleting hiigh school is closing an on the
percentage of whites who oraduate. Unfortunately, a Dlack would have
to be a ool lege gradusie Lo make the same money a white high school
grop—out makes.

Unemployment 1n 198% was 14.%9% for Blacks and S5.8% for whites.
Hlack vyouth suffered 40. 1% vnemployment and that may be rising at the
moment . iITbid.)

Currently, Black infant mortality is leading an increase in
overall infanmt mortality in the Unlted States, which is up 3% between
1982 and 19B3. The gap between Black and white infant mortality was
higher in 1333 than in any of the previous 40 yvears. In Cleveland,
Detroit and Chicagp. Black infant mortality stande at over 25 per
180, The figures are for babies one month to one year of age.
{iDetroit Free Preee, 17177848, p. 13

FEAGAM ASEING CONTRS&, S&VIMBI AlD: CON=SCIOUS IMFERIALIST RIVALRY

Con=ciously linking the struggles in Micaragua and Angola, Reagar
sought to ehow the Soviets who is boss by asking Congress for military
aigd to counterrevolutionary contras in Micaragua and rebels in Angol s.
ihew York Timps, 1/525/854)

Although conditione in the localities of Angola and Micaragua
Hetermine the struggles there, it iz clear that overall, the two
imperialist blocs consider their position relative to each other beftore
making any move. dny anti-imperialist analvyeis muast
start from the fact that the contlict between the US led imperialist
bloc and the Soviet social—-imperialist bloc 15 the aain (principle in
Mapi=st parlance) contradiction +t+scing the international
snti=imperialist movement.

Those that woarry that an explanation of Soviet social-
imperialism will lIead Americans fo =support U5 imperialism
sre promoting political ignorance and naivete. Dor
pogition muet be the same as Lenin®s in WWI. The guestion is not who
started imperialism and whose nation-state to support. The guestion im
the clazz interests in the current BWITI. A class analysie would show
that the proletariat hze nothimg to gein from BAWIII and te argue that
criticizing Soviet soccial-imperialism will drive Americans into
Feagan s hands is Iike arguing the proletariat should support the
Grzmm—FEudman Law becauvse obtherwise resctionaries will rally to cuot
only social programs, 1nstead of taking half the cut from the military.
Juet as it is backwards to pander to concerns shout the federal
deficit; it is backward to aim polemice at American patriots. If the




cupport the Democrats, Gramm—Rudman and the Soviets sheerly out of:

pragmatic concerna. [t is the job of the anti-imperialist movement to

prevent this,

THE HADIST INTERMATIDNALIST MOVEMEWT (MIM) IS A COMMUNIST
GROUFP THAT UFHOLDS MAD AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND VIEWS THE
CURREMT SOVIET UNION AND CHINA AS STATE CAPITALIST. WE ARE
& NEW GROUP THAT FDRMED ON OCTOBER 15T, 1983 AS THE REVOLUTIOMARY
INTERNATIONAL IST MOVEMENT (RIM). REMAMED (MIM) ON MAY 15T, 1784,
{(MIM} HAS WO TIES TOD AMY OTHER ORGANIZATION. (MIM) MEMBERS ARE
WORLD CITIZENS, NOT AMERICANS, AND THEREFORE UFHOLD
INTERNATIONALISM AS A GUIDING VISION.

THE (MIM) STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTIONM IS PREMISSED DM ANTI-
IMFERISLIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORK. FART OF THAT
WORE IS TD EMBODY MARZISM=-LEMINMISH MAOISM IN ANALYSES OF CURRENT

EVENTS. (MIMY ASKES EVERYOME TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM NOTESY AS FART OF

THEIR WORK AGATNMNST THE CURRENT WORLD WAR AND THE SOURCES OF THAT
HaR.

IMN ADDITIDOM, MIM NEEDS 1TSS EXISTENCE PUBLICIZED. THERE ARE

MIM FOSTERS TO FUT UPF AMD MIM NEEDS TO CREATE MORE AND DIFFEREMT
OHES.

FINMALLY. MIM NOTES MEEDSE CRITICISM AMD HELF. CLIFPINGS &MD
FARTICLESE ARE ESFECTIALLY WELCOME. ARTICLES NOT IM LINE WITH
MIM POLITICS ARE OFTEM DISTRIBUTED ANYWAY A4S PART OF SERVIMNG DUR
READERS ANC THE DISCUSSICM OF IMPORTAMT [S5%HIES.

~0OR SUBSCRIFTIONS BY MAlLy SEHE 30 CENTS PER ISSHE ¢ JRCOLUSIRMG
CACK TS5UES) (50 CENTE OYEFPSERE AIRMAIL) FOR ‘AS Mok IZELIES
DESIRED. BACE. I1S5UUESE AVIGILABLE SEME PRICE. -7SEUES ML Ei:
IRFEGULAR——UEUALLY E"ERY HREE HEEKS BUT YPEFULLY SVENY WEEE OR
10 DAVS—DEREMDINS (5. THE FLOW UOF WOFLD EVELTFS. MIMAT IONS

WELCOMED. MDD CHECES WRITTEN TO MIM, PLEASE. WRITE CHECKS WITH
MAME SECTION BLANMK OR WRITE TO ARRAMGE OTHER METHODS.

MIM D15T., PO BOX 289, CAMB., MA 02140. FREE LIT. LIST.
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U.S. REPLAC
SEUCES AT e

CIA BRAIN

HAITIAH REGIME FALLS: U.5. CLEANS HOUSE

Something was up. A revolt in Haiti had been going on for two
months. The U.S. Government had said some weeks inte the revolt that
the regime of dictator J.C. (Baby-Doc) Duvalier was not on its last
lega but nonetheless it waas “"surprisingly® britctle.

Smelling a loser, the State Department next reported that Duvalier
had fled the country. Thisa turned out to be untrue in the first
report, but the report itself had the effect of fueling fires in Haiti:
Even the United States could conceive of the fall of Duvalier. Draping
themselves in the American flag, Haitian rebels did not intend to give
the U.S. an excuse for its uaual style of intervention in the
Caribbean. With the Marines seeming to be out of the picture the
rebels had "nothing to fear" and dared face death to overthrow
Duvalier. They proceeded to knock down Duvalier's statue and dig up
the graves of hated generals who had repressed their own people.

Finally, after 28 years of represaive rule, and two months of
revolt by the Haitian people, a six man council replaced president for
Life Jean-Claud Duvalier;, after he fled with his family in a U.5. Air
Force plane for temporary asylum in France. The leader of the new
military-civilian council, General Henri Namphy, said that the
military had taken oyer because "of the extremely grave situation
whiech had davﬂlupedl and that the military had no political
ambitions--"not now or ever." Whatever the nature of the new regime,
it is clear that it entered power by treading carefully and
recognizing the strength of the revolt of the Haitian people.

Other council members besides the General include Col. William
Regala, col. Max vales and two civilians, Gerard Gourgue and Alix
Cineas--heads of the former Human Rights Commission and Ministry of
Public Works respectively. Col. Prosper Avril is an advisor Lbto the

" council. {(petroit Hews, 2/8/86, p. 1)

' Hamphy,; a 52-year—old career officer ias the only person of mixed
deacent in the otherwise all Black leadership. Baby Doc and his
father,; who ruled before him--Francols Duvalier—--had kept out the
elite of mixed descent. (Ibid.)

Making sure not to digplease the West, Hamphy replaced the red
and black flag of the Duvaliers with a red, white and blue one.

(Ibid.)

Duvalier's regime was strongly dependent on economic aid from the
U.5., France, Canada, W. Germany and other countries. More than a
third of the country's annual budget of close to 5400 million came
from foreign countries. (The HWation, 1/11/86)

Of course, the aid waa contingent on some “"human rights" ﬁ%’%
window-dreasing. One of the final pails in Duvalier's pelitical :
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Haiti, days before Duvalier's fall. Human rights became the overnight
concern for Reagan, who in reality had no interesat in bLacking a loser
or in alienating Haitian people more than neceasary.

Under Duvalier trade unions were not tolerated: dissident
lawyers; journalists and intellectuals were expelled or imprisconed.
(Amnesty International, Torture in the B0s)

The current outbreak stacrted in Gonalives on Nov. 27, 1985 with
more than 1,000 slum dwellera shouting "down with misery!"™ The
cutbreak became revolt with the slogan "Down with the presidency for

life!™ The following day students held a demonstration, which troops
put down. They shot two students and beat a third to death. That
sparked demonstrations in other cities. (Nation, 1/11/86)

A sudden gasoline and fuel shortage aggravated discontent, as did
the president's wife, Michelle Duvalier, who took a shopping spree in
Paris at the same time. . -

Seeing that Duvalier was in trouble, the United States played a
strong role in engineering the replacement of its own regime in Haiki.
American ald to Haiti was cut off eight days prior to the fall of

Duvalier, under the guize ol "human rights."

The U.5. Ambaasador to Haiti reportedly peravaded Duvaller to
leave the country. Previousaly, the State Department put the
handwriting on the wall for Duvalier when it reported in advance that
Duvalier had fallen. The White House acknowledged the State
Department's error in jumping the gun, but did not comment because it
knew that it was just a matter of time before Duvalier fled. (Letroil
Usws. 2/B/B6)

In more recent developments, many members of the Tonton Macoutes,
the private army of deposed Prea. Duvalier, were beaten to death by
the angered and vengeful people of Haiti. 100 bodies said to be
those of the Tonton Macoutes were stacked in an unrefridgerated morgue
at the General Ho=spital (2/8/B6). At a Tonton Macoutes satation in the
suburb of Petionville,; soldiera tried to control an angry group of
Haitiana trying to get revenge from the 30 Macoutes inside. The
Macoutes shot and wounded a woman and child. The army surrounded the
poat and arrested those who allegedly fired the =shots and confiscated
rifles from the post. (Assoclated Press, 2/8/86)

The six member council haa extended a 2p.m. to Ga.m. curfew,
imposed Friday. The new regime ia also considering measures to
control the Macoutes, who have an estimated 10 to 15,000 members.
Aeccording to the new Minister of Justice, "they are considering a
communigue ordering everyone having a fire-arm to turnm it in to the
nearest police." (QDetroit Free Press, 2/9/86) The Associated Press
(2/9/86) reported that the new regime started to gather up the Tonton
Macoutes.

CIA EXPERIMENTS WITH MIND CONTROL ON HUMAN GUIMEA PIGS

The C.I.A. used as many as 100 Canadians as unknowing subjects in
an axperiment in mind control and brainwashing. Dr. BEwen Cameron
performed the experiments in the late 13508 and early 1960s. Highly
regarded as a pasychiatrist,; Cameron used LSD and massive electric
shocks to wipe out unwanted memoriesa and behaviors in his patients.
Tape recorded messages, which he referred to as “paychic driving"
indoctrinated patients for the creation of new behaviers. Prolonged
sleep induced through drugs erased the patients' memories of the
gxXperiance.

30 years after the incidents, nine Canadiana are suing the CIA
for $1 million each for their suffering. The victims went to the
Allen Memorial Institute for a variety of reasonas. Three suffered
depresasion; one was anxious; two alcoholics sought detoxification: one
had a physical complaint that doctors tactged as psychosomatic; one f15



fellowship. The Institute told her she needed Creatment [OTr
nervousness. Each victim paid exorbitant fees for the 1lnellieclive
treatments. Deletericus effects include amnesia, anxiety, depression
and inability to read and concentrate or keep a job.

None of the victims learned about what happened to them until the
19708 when the CIA released documents on the experiments after an
author's request under the Freedom of Information Act. The documents
show that the CIA spent 525 million to study mind control in a project
that lasted 25 years. The money for Cameron's experiments waa
funneled through a private foundation as part of a project known as
MEULTRA. MKULTRA has financed 149 such projects at B6 universities and
institutions.

MEULTRA grew out of the cold war and the growing fear of
communism. The CIA believed that the Soviets and the Chinesa had the
lead in brain-washing technigques and sought to be able te crack the
mental defenses of enemy agensts and program them te carry oubt any

missions the U.5. government so desired. (Detroit Free Press, 2/9/86)

BOURGEDIS ELECTIONS IN PHILIPPINES PUT U.S5. IN QUANDARY

According to the government's uncfficial tally and a count by a
volunteer civic organization, Corazon Aquino is leading in her bid for
office against President Ferdinand Marcos, who has ruled the

Philippines for 20 years. ({Detroit Free Press. 2/9/86)

There were numerous reports of fraud, and the government affirmed
that 30 pecple were killed in election day violence. {Associated
press, 2/7/86) Citizens were frustrated with the government's
slowness in counting the ballots, and Marcos is suspected of delaying
the election results which are favorable to the opposition leader.
{up1l, 2/7/B6) Furthermore, a premature television broadcast citing
Marcos as the winner by a large margin was “"clearly a violation® of
election ground rules, according to Sen. Richard Lugar, R=Ind.

(Ibid.) For his part Reagan said that there could be no clear winner
from the elections. (Associated Preas, 2/9/86)

President Marcos stated Saturday that he might declare the
presidential election invalid beforeg the vote count is done--however,
Ccorazon Aguine has declared her victory and asked Marcos to concede

defeat. (Detroil Free Press. 2/9/86)

s = - — .y

The U.5. has rEEEﬂtlE denounced Marcoa for his civil rights
record and now seems to be heavily involved in the Aquino candidacy:
although, Reagan predicted Marcos's victory in an effort to prepare
American publie opinion for the possibility that the U.5. might have
to support Marcoa,; Wwin or loae. OF course, neither the Marcos nor the
Aquino camp acted entirely pleased with Reagan, but then again,
neither could afford to complain too much.

Early in her campaign, Aguino told the opposition coalition Bayvan
that she would not work with it. Thia deprived her of the energy and
expertise of several more left leaning cause-oriented groupsa. She
decided to run under the banner of Unido, with a pacrty member and
conservative—-—Salvador Laurel--as her running mate. (Marcos has said
that he would accept Laurel as his vice-president.) This caused much
dissatisfaction among her late husband's follovers--supporters of the
pnpuliut_baban Farty. U.5. Ambassador Stephen Bosworth was present at
the meeting between Aquino and Laurel, and appeared to play a decisive
role along with the Catholic Church in creating this coalition.
!Na;;ip}_lflfﬂﬁl

quine conaults two men of the opposition--fo
Tanad§ and Joaquin Roces, an lHEIUEntEgl publiahErrE:;ﬂiiniﬁ:r HyERaRe
imposition of martial law. Two activist businessmen--Jaime V. ongpin
president of a mining company and Romulo del Rosario, president of Iﬂﬁ
of the Philippines--have been instrumental in formulating Aquino's L
economic policy and are members of her aaaressive new sneech-writina T¥



Agquino has said that she will ask the New People's Army to lay
down its arms. Her willingness to accept communists who renounce
violence onto her cabinet has been the target of Marcos's campaign
Speeches.

Aquino i3 hoping for a kind of “"historic compromise®™ with the
natiopalist and semi-Macist revolutionaries. At best; Aguino is
working to establish bourgeois demccracy in the Philippines.

hquino's candidacy promotes many illusions. Unlike the
United States where bourgeois parties peacefully transfer power from
one to ancther, the Philipplines has military and economic power
concentrated in a cligue of Marcos and his cronies--a cligue that the
United States has built up over a period of years. The Marcos clique
has a $500 million campaign chest and control of the military.
{MaLion, 2/1/86) wWhile Agquinc does have American support, she riska
leading her followers into a bloodbath. At several pelling places
around the country, as Aguino reguesated, her supporters protected the
ballots with their fista, 2x4s and pitchforks. Marcos of course sent
in the army with machine guns to confiacate ballota. In some sections
of Manilla, his candidacy won 8 or 10,000 to 0.

Agquinec's campaign has demonstrated the futility of popular
elections, If she does make it into power it will only be because of
American military support (not direct, but through threatening to cut
off the military from American aid if Aquino 18 not installed or
through offering to increase military and economic aid if Aquino is
installed) and the armed strength of her supporters where they managed
te hold onto the ballots.

Marcos's delay in counting the ballots is as Sen. Lugar from the
United States said. Marcos needs time to think about the situation.
The guandary is genuine for both the U.S. and Marcos.

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC STUDY DISCUSSES NUCLEAR WINTER

The International Council of Scientific Unions concluded that one
to four billion people would die of starvation after a nuclear war. A
drop of 5 te 10 degrees in the Northern Hemisphere would eliminate
agriculture there. Such a drop in temperature could be caused by the
loss of sunlight to the earth that would result from the smoke and

dust put into the atmosphere by nuclear explosions. {Hew York Times,
9/13/85)

Other studies point out the possibility for total darkness for
Six months. This makes all the more relevant a recent comment by a
Peruvian analyst of the Shining Path, who is a member of the World
Tour to Support the Revolution in Peru: "Even if the imperialists do
blow up the whole world and all life on the planet dies, that won't
mean shit for the universe.”

THE MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM) IS5 A COMMUNIST GROUP
THAT UPHOLDS MAQ AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND VIEWS THE CURRENT
SOVIET UNION AND CHINA AS STATE CAPITALIST. WE ARE A NEW GROUP THAT
FORMED. ON OCTOBER 15T, 1983 AS THE REVOLUTIONARY INTERENATIONMNLIST
MOVEMENT (RIM). RENAMED (MIM) ON MAY 157, 1984, (MIM) HAS NO TIES TO
ANY OTHER OHGANIZATION. (MIM) MEMBERS ARE WORLD CITIZENS, NOT
AMERICANS, AND THEREFORE UPHOLD INTERNATIONALISM AS A GUIDING VISION.

THE (MIM) STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTION IS PREMISSED ON ANTI-
IMPERIALIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORK. PART OF THAT WOREK
15 TO EMBODY MARXISM-LENINISM MAOISM IN ANALYSES OF.CURRENT EVENTS.
(MIM) ASKS EVERYONE TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM NOTES" AS PART OF THEIR WUREK (L
AGAINST THE CURRENT WORLD WAR AND THE SOURCES OF THAT WAR. Es
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An Unollicial I_Turum of Lhe Muoisl Inlernalionulistl Movement

PHILIPPINES FISSURES

MARCOS MAY ACCEPT SALVADOR LAUREL A3 VICE-PRESIDENT : 4

ka the two candidates Aquino and Marcos argued as to who won the
Fhilippino election, Reagan continued to 8ay that he would work with
Marcos. Also, he noted with satisfaction how the Philippines had
adopted American style democracy with a "good" election and a "strong®
two-party system. (New York Times, 2/11/86, p. 1)

Reagan tried to appear neutral, but Aquino threatened Reagan that
he'd better recognize her presidential victory. (AP, 2/12/86) She
said that she would not necessarily be able to restrain her
disappointed followers who saw violence as the only recourse. Some of
her Parliamentary allies even threatened to turn to the semi-Maocist
New People's Army if Reagan and Marcos did not give Agquino her due.
Aquinc says that there will be vicolence unless Marcos resigna and
that there will be local and national strikes about once a week until
Marcos resigns. (Detroit Free Presg, 2/12/B6: AP, 2/13/B6&)

Feagan seamed to suggest that compromise was the beat thing and
that Aquino should receive some kind of input in the government.
Speculation continued te focus on Marcos's acceptance of Salvador
Laurel--Aguino's running mate--as his own vice-president, especially
given Marcosa'as picking a rather obscure running mate and Laurel's
relative conservatism even compared with Aguino.

HAITIAN REVOLT NOT SETTLED YET ;

A celebration of Duvalier's fall tock something of a political
tone. "Despite our joy, people who remain vigilant see with
uneasiness the infiltration in the Natiomal Council of Government and
in the Miniatries, some men of the past--former miniaters who
supported the dictatorial Duvalier regime in all its ferocity."”
("Manifesto of Committed Gonaives Citizens," Mew York Times, 2/12/86,
P. 4)

"These alements do not have any place in the bosom of the new
government. . . The people watch and walt for their liberation to be
total and definitive.” (Ibid.)

"Brother Lucianoc Pharaon, who had been active organizing
anti-Duvdlier resistance, said in an interview: "The majority of

peocple here are very skeptical. They're not enthusiastic. For them
this represents Duvalierism without Duvalier.'® (Ibid.)

COMPANY ABANDONS "RAPE" PERFUME
Citing intense pressure from the public, a New York-based perfume

company has decided against the name “Hape" tor a new perfume. The
HOW MHew York Media Reform Task Force orchestrated the public pressure
after a New York woman attorney alerted HOW to the proposed name,

{Soujourner, Jan. 1986)
There are many examples of rape or other violence againat women
being "so0ld" in the mass media--in the movie "Purple Rain,"” for {q*i%
inatance, rock atar Prince was ahown beating his devoted girlfriend.

The victory against "Rape® perfume is only one battle in a long war
Aagainar the narriarchye,



BHOPAL WOMEN SURVIVORS: BREAKING SILENCE

For women who survived the Union Carbide leak of December 19854 in
India, the problems of adjustments are just beginning. The prisons
have affected them in dangerous ways. Women who protested on May 10
were beaten by police.

Significant side effects for women are: painful menstruation,
infertility, reduced lactation, pain during intercourse, and
continuous exhaustion. The agony of the survivors is still acute:
one said "we're on the brink of death scill. » «it is slowly killing

us. Ian't it better to die fighting than be killed gradually by this
gaa?® (0ff our Backs, Jan. 1986)

CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT FOR JAILED REVOLUTIONARY JUDY CLARK

At Bedford Hilla Prison in MNew York, because the FBI claims it
discovered a vague "conapiracy to @éscape," Weatherwoman and Brinks
expropriator Judy Clark has received a sentence far beyond the
dictates of even so-called “maximum security,"

b L e i b S e T i

The FBI claims that it found documents in Judy's handwriting
outside the prison gates, proving her involvement. Although women
caught in the act of escaping have been given one year in solitary,
Judy Clark received two years. This means she will be in one cell 23
hours a day, denied all human contact except when she showers, has one
hour recreation, or gets visits.

Fellow radical Kathy Boudin, who has written to feminiat
newspapers on Judy's behalf, terms this "an unjust sentence., . .
essentially [given] for written ideas which the FBI says were hers."
In the wake of the aborted Brinka robbery of 1981, many of the
participants received discriminatory treatments--Sekoe Odinga and Sam
Brown tortured in prison, Judy Clark held in total isolation for
months, and Kathy Boudin, who eventually pleaded guilty, enduring a
media circus before she received a 20 Year sentence.

“-t_ To proteat Judy's sentence, write to:

Superintendent Elaine Lord

247 Harris Road

Bedford Hills, NY 10507

(Qff Our Backs, Dec., Feb. 1985)

—

WALL STREET JOURHNAL SAYS BIG MONEY UNDER CONGRESSIONAL AT?ECK

According to the Wall Street Journal, the Congress is moving _
towards restricting the role of Political Action Committeeas (PACs) in
waking donations to campaigns for federal office. Some congresspeople
are even considering public financing for candidates.

Well, heck, there's only two parties anyway. Why not get the
taxpayers to pay for the election of millicnairea?

Tak: tsk, ultraleftists, won't public funding reduce the influence
of corporate donors on electoral politics says the "democratie
socialists.”™

Funding for Congressional races was under 5100 milliom in 1974 and
rose to over 5350 million in 1984. Most of the increase came from
PACs and large donors.

Jesse Helma paid $16 million for his latest Senate term. Even
the Wall Street Journal acknowledges that a serious House contest
means a half a million dellara--and that's only for a two year term.
(Wall Street Journal, 1/20/86, p. 34)

The MIM NOTES recommendation on public electoral funding, the end
of the domination of millionaires and political air time based on the
political work of volunteers: Don't hold your breath. Make
revolution.

1%
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. THE PROGRESSIVE GETS DIRT ON SALVADORAN DEATH SQUADS
An admitted death aquad officer who teok part in the
assassinationa of civilians said that he worked for the CIA. The CIA
admitted his being on the payroll, but the death squad officer's
commanding CIA liason had no comment on the matter.

The Progressive interviewed the death squad officer to prove the
U.S. connection and to show the truth about Reagan's claims that the
CIA is not connected to death sguad activity. (Progreagive, March

1986) Teo the best of MIM HOTES' knowledge,; no major press service or
newspaper picked up the story.
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~ MIM NOTES ...

An Unoflicial Forum of the Mooisl Inlernolionulisl Hovement

WW, TIT HEATS UP

SO-CALLED SECOND WORLD GOVERMMENTS BACK LIBYA SCAFEGOAT ING

French government officials said that they would have supported
an all-out attack on Libwyva to replace Fhadafvy. Hours before the U.5.
raid, the U.S5. asked for an airfield for bombers to take-off Ffrom.

v The French declined. Later they said that it would only plgue the
Arabs to bomb Libva with no resulting change in government.

Meanwhile, England supported the U.5. raid completely by letting
American planes start from airbases on English apil. England has gone
farther in isolating Libya than the United States in terms of sending
Libyan students home. The LU.8. is not sending home Libyan students in
the U.5. because it claims that after ikchadafv the students will have a
good pro-fAmerican influence on Libyva.

Meanwhile, West Bermany expelled 41 Libyans from the embassy
there. W. Bermany also covered American plans by confirming a few
days before the attack that there was no danger of a military act by
the United States. Through these standard procedure military lies, W.
Germany and the U.5. hoped to catch Libya of guard.

Denmark expelled several Libyan diplomats and restricted the
movements of the rest. (Detroit Free Fress, 4/23/BA4)

By law, the U.B. government can not appear to suppoert the
assassination of leaders of foreign governments. This law put Reagan
in the position of denying that the U.5. tried to assassinate Khadafy
by bombing his headquarters. It turns out that Khadafy was indeed
inside when the bombing started. Thus by calling for Khadafy's
assassination, France took the hardest line.

Indeed, France indicated its anger with the U.S. for not backing
past military actions against Ehadafy in regard to Libyan actiwvities
against Chad. Apparently, the U.5. did not share relevant
intelligence information when France undertook military pperations in
Chad. France also complained about a lack of support for French
strikes in the Bekaa wvalley in 1783. (Hew York Times, 4/25/84)
French "socialism"--ah mo inspiring.

DEMOCRATS——WHERE ARE THEY WHEM WAR GETS GOIMET
True to form, the Democrats sought to take advantage of the
chauvinist upsurge surrounding the attack on Libya. Speaker of the

House Tip O'Neill supported the action aas a " justified” "defense" of
the 12 mile limit recognized by European sponsored "international
law." Obviously, none of the major Democrats stood up against the

invasion, and certainly none with presidesntial aspirations.

SOVIET UNIDN GAVE GREEM LIGHT FOR BOMBING OF LIBYA

Asked before the military action what the USSR would do if the
U.5. took military action against Libya, Soviet diplomats =said their
role would not be to further escalate world tension. Concretely, the
Soviets pulled out their technicians manning anti-aircraft missile
batteries in Libya just before the U.S. attack. Buring the attack
itself, the Soviet Union did not provide any intelligence information {EQ
to Libya. (Chicago Tribung, 4/20/84, p. 13)




meeting with Secretary of State George Schultz. However, one Nigerian
newsman i1in Moscow asked Boviet officials: "'Is that ali?'" {Chicago
Tribune, 4/20/84, p. 13)

A Middle Eastern diplomat graspsd the role of Libya., ""Every good
politician needs his "bad boy’' to do the dirty work. . . . That was
Khadafy's job for the Soviet Union.'" (Ibid.) Furthermore, "'but it
doesn’'t mean that the Soviet Union is automatically ready for war with
the U.5. on his behalf.'" (lbid.}

Libya is indeed a preoxy for the Sowreb Uheion feapnite 1ts Islamic
government., UWestern observors estinzble that the Soviets have sold $15
billion in arms to Libya in the last twenty years. In 1980, the Soviet

Union may have rersiwad 104 "of its hard currency earninos from the
exchange of Libyan petro-dollars for Soviet hardware and advice."

However, there are tensions between the Soviets and its proty.
The Soviets support Iraq in the war against Iran. Libya supports lran
with Soviet weapons. Libya has no Treaty of Friendship with the
Soviet Union unlike Syria, Irag and South Yemen, Last October
Khadafyv did not _show uo fnr & recentinon in_his haooe —in khs Feast o

Vibdue b e biaps +t00 Litew wiod wl recalcd b e e, Ehe US4 al l owed
Khadafy to see what would happen if he did not toe a more pro-Soviet
line. Days after the attack the Soviets sent a military vessel to
Libya's ports. Along with diplomatic mouthings this showed that the
USSR would only go so far in leaving Libya on its own.

SOVIETS COOPERATE IN TURMING IN ALLEGED PALESTINIAN TERRORISTS

A German newspaper--Die Welt--said that the Soviet Union turned
over the names of 30 Palestinians suspected of belonging to terrorist
groups to the West German government. This occurred after the
hijacking of the Achille Lauro last October. (Detroit Free Press,
4/23/Bb, p. 15a)

American officials have admitted to asking Soviet help in
preventing the attack on the West Berlin dieco that the U.S5. used as a
pretext for attacking Libya. (Chicago Tribune, 4/20/8B&, p. 13)

US DOES NOT RECOGMNIZE INTERNATIONAL LAW IT CLAIMS TO PROTECT

The United States is not a signatory to the treaty that
establishes the 12 mile limit on territorial waters. MNor does the
U.8. recognize the international court that handles econflicts
surrounding the 12 mile limit. OFf course, the U.S5. does naot
acknowledge the international court ruling against U.S. aggression
against Nicaragua. The U.8. is hypocritically defending "international
law" in the name of fighting "terrorism,"” which international courts
find the U.5. guilty of.

This is not to say that the U.S5. does not have an interest in the
1Z2 mile limit as imposed on other countries. Freedom of the seas is
important to American capitalists who wish to exploit the fishing and
mineral resources claimed by other countries. For example, Third
World countries such as Peru have suggested a 200 mile limit. This
would give oppressed countries rights to the resources on the ocCc=an
shelf extending from a country’'s coast. 0Oil and minerals are often
found on this shelf. "Freedom of the seas" means "freedom to exploit"
for American capitalists. The United States and European countries

hope to exploit ocean resources without paying anything to countries
claiming the 200 mile limit,

REAGAN PLAYS OM ANTI-ARAR RACISH

Reagan put Iran and Byria on notice that as "terrorist countries®
they are on the U.5. hit list. Besides widening his target and
possibilities for world war, Reagan listed Libya, Iran and Syria as
entire countries, not just governments with certain leaders or places
where certain organizations are active. (Wall Street Journal, 4/24/86) 2\
This took advantage of and perpetuated anti-Arab racism that equates '
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REAGAN LIMKS LIBYA TO NICARAGUA, VIETNAH

In attempt to carry "success" in battle from one part of the
world to another, Reagan said that Libya has given Micaragua $400
million in aid. "'And in this sense they are trying to build a Libya
on our doorstep. And it's the contras, the freedom fighters, who are
stopping them.'" (Defroit Free Fress, 4/23/84, p. 15a) Indeed, the
Situations are connected. The U.S. is overcoming the "post-Vietnam

syndrome" according to Reagan (Ibid.) and taking a global approach to
defeat its Boviet rivals,

Backing this point of view is illustrious scholar Daniel Pipes
who published an editorial saying "the U.S5. should nezt time go all
out against Col. Radhafi--destroying his air force, crippling hie oil
facilities, and so forth.” (Wall Street Journal , 4/23/8&, p. 34)
Pipes, son of Richard Pipes, Harvard scholar and former foreign policy
adviser to Reagan on the Soviet Union, said that Reagan was stuck in
the Vietnam syndrome himself. Speaking against “"proportionate
response” and "incrementalism,"” as seen in Vietnam according to Fipes,
the U.8. should deal Khadafy one death blow and end the fighting.
FPipes concludes that "like Grenada, Libya is unusually vulnerable to
American power." (Ibid.) Surely the son will follow the father into
"public service."

WALL STREET JOURMAL CRITICIZES REABAN AS SOFT

The Wall Street Journal criticized Reagen for even trying to
appear to uphold the SALT Il treaty. "Death Enell for SDI"™ said that
Reagan must stand up to the Soviets or his S0] program will suffer
because of treaty claims. (The Journal is implying that if Reagan is
going to uphold BALT I1, what about SALT I7 Won't he give up SDI for

SALT 1?) (Wall Street Jourpal, 4/23/86, p. 34)

RETIRED ISRAELI GEMERAL ADMITS $2 BILLIOM DEAL WITH IRAM

An Isramli retired general attempted to export $2 billion in arms
to Iran. He claimed that Israeli authoriti=s gquietly authorized him
to make the deal. tWall Strest Journal , 4/24/88)

BOVIETS STRIKE BACK IN INTERNAIIUMAL SLTUAT ION-—AFGHANISTAN
Moslem rebels in Afghanistan admitted that Soviet commandos
captured and destroyed the mast important rebel base near the border
with Pakistan. (Wall Street Journal, 4/24/84) The Soviet strike

demonstrates that while the U.8. may have control in the Libya
situation, the Soviets can also accelerate progress toward nuclear
holocaust and make a point of it when the U.5. flexes its muscle.

SOVIETS STRIKE IN ERITREA TOO

An April 14th communigque from the Eritrean People's Liberation
Front stated that three to five thousand "additional Soviet
technicians and pilots have recently arrived in Asmara in connection
with the Dergue’'s ongoing preparation for yet another large-scale
offensive against the EPLF. . . . This rai=es the number of Soviet
military advisors in Eritrea to &,500-8,500."

The EFLF has chosen not to confront the Soviet Union with a Fully
Maoist analysis. In the communique it "calls upon the Soviet Union to
stop its steadily escalating intervention in support of Ethiopia‘'s
policy of expansionism and destabilization and, instead, use its
authority and influence, as a big power, to bring about peace and
stability.™

In any case, the Boviets moves in Ethiopia coincided with its
removing anti-aircraft experts from action in Libya prior to the U.S.
attack. The Soviets thus demonstrated that its international posture

is not weakening and that properly subservient countries such as
Frhimmia will racmiwvea Fho a6 i ool
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SO0UTH AFRICA CHANGES INFLUX CONTROL
South Africa apparently abolished pass laws for Blacks and
released prisoners convicted for pass law offenses.

In the past, Blacks carried arocund a passbook everywhere to
justify their presence in white areas. Without official permission as
indicated in the passbook, Blacks were sub ject to arrest and
imprisonment. Most Blacks suffered under the law at one time or
another.

Now it appears that all Peoples in South Africa will carry around

identification cards. (Mew York Times, 4/25/B&)

ALAPD denounced the appearance of reform in South Africa: "The
removal of influx control is a very minute step towards the removal of
the racist laws that entrench white supremacy." (lbid.)

AIAFO also pointed out that economic influs control will replace
legal influx control. Blacks may have the right to visit the white
areas, but they may not remain without a residence. In other words,
South Africa’s extreme housing shortage for Blacks will mean a
different law will keep Blacks out of the white areas. (Ibid.}

""Local authorities. . . still will have control over the movement
of people. It will take place within the framework of provisions to
control sgquatting, to enforce health regulations, to deal with
loitering and congregating, " said Mary Burton of the Black Sash a

civil rightas organization composed of womern. (Chicago Tribune,
4/27/B&, p. 10}

THE MADIST INTERMATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM) IS A COMMUNIST GROUE
THAT UPHDLDS MAD AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND VIEWS THE CURRENT
SOVIET UNION AND CHINA AS STATE CAPLTALIST. WE ARE A& NEW GROUFP THAT
FORMED ON OCTOBER 15T, 1983 AS THE REVOLUTIOMARY INTERNATIONALIST
MOVEMENT (RIM). RENAMED (MIM) ONM MAY 15T, 1784, (MIM) HAS NO TIES TD
ANY OTHER ORGANIZATION. (MIM) MEMBERS ARE WORLD CITIZIENS, NOT
AMERICANS, AND THEREFORE UPHOLD INTERMATIOMALISM AS A GUIDING VISION.

THE (MIM) STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTIOM IS5 PREMISSED OM ANTI-
IMPERIALIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORK. PART DE THAT WORE
IS TO EMBODY MARXISM-LENINISM MADISM IN AMALYSES OF CURRENT EVYEMTS.
(MIM) ASKS EVERYONE TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM NOTES" AS PART OF THEIR WORK
AGAINST THE CURRENT WORLD WAR AND THE SOURCES OF THAT WAR.

IN ADDITION, MIM NEEDS ITS EXISTENUE FUBLICIZED. THERE ARE MIM
FOSTERE TD PUT UP AND MIM NEEDS TO CREATE MORE AND DIFFERENT ONES.

FINALLY, MIM NOTES NEEDS CRITICIEM AND HELP. CLIPPINGS AND
ARTICLES ARE ESFECIALLY WELCOME. ARTICLES NOT IN LINE WITH MIM

POLITICS ARE OFTEN DISTRIBUTED ANYWAY AS FPART OF SERVING OUR READERS
AND THE DISCUSSION OF IMPORTAMT ISSUES.

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS BY MAIL, BEND 30 CENTS PER ISSUE (INCLUDING
BACK ISSUES) (S50 CENTS OVERSEAS AIRMAIL) FOR AS MANY ISSUES DESIRED.
BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE BAME PRICE. ISSUES WILL BE IRREGULAR--USUALLY
EVERY THREE WEEKS BUT HOPEFULLY EVERY WEEK OR 10 DAYS—--DEFENDING ON
THE FLOW DF WORLD EVENTS. DOMATIONS WELCOMED. MO CHECKS WRITTEN TD
MIM, PLEASE. WRITE CHECKS WITH MAME SECTION BLANK OR WRITE TO ARRANGE
OTHER METHODS.

MIM DIST., FD BOX 28%, CAMB., MA 0Z140. FREE LIT. LIST.

8%



MEW YDRK TIMES NOTICES DIRECT AMERICAN TROOF ROLE IN CEMTRAL AMERICA

Although U.S. servicemen are flying contras in and out of battle-
zones in Nicaragua and Honduras, the Mew York Times has chosen to make
a front page story out of a different fact: American Army helicopters
and 50 American soldiers took a role in flying Honduran troops to
areas near the Nicaraguan border where supposed Sandinista
aggressions were taking place. (MYTines, 3/27/84, p. al}) This
apparently is "news fit to print." Wanderful American troops are
protecting tiny sovereign and defenseless Honduras.

The same actions by Americans for contras is not fit to print

partly because the war in Central America is SEMLI-COVEFr T STi1Ll: i/
American press does not report American supplied bombing in El Salvador
or the role of Americans in the contra war. The U.5. goveErnment
actually does conduct a semi-covert war thanks to the media.

HONDURAN OFFICIAL BLOWS SCRIPT

The American sponsored regime in Honduras is in guite a bind. On
the one hand, the president of the country told the press of a supposed
international incident in which Sandinistas pursued contra snemies
into Honduras. Honduras requested militsry aid and received the
American troop support discussed above. However, there is a certain
price to pay for this lackeyism. Honduran officials later covered
themselves by saying that it was Reagan who suggested the whole
uproar and military aid in the first place. This keeps Honduras from
appearing to want to fight Nicaragua on behest of the United States.
"'The United States interest was that this situation have the
connotation of an international incideni, " said a Honduran official.
"'We had no interest in this. " (New York Times, 4/3/34, p. al) The
irony of American supported regimes is that they sometimes can not
appear too slavish lest they upset the nationalist sentiments of the



people’ they need to repress at the smallest cost possible. 2
8till, the United States threatened to cut off military aid {f
Honduras did not complain about Nicaraguan incursions. Once it did

complain, Honduras received $20 million in military aid, (Detroit
Free Press, 3/29/84, p. al)

NPA SPLINTERING?

One of Aquino's first acte in power was to free 500 political
prisoners "including Jose Maria Sison, founder of the Communist Party,
and Bernabe Buscayno, first leader of the New Feople’'s Army." (New
York Times, 3/25/86, p. 3) Such actions can obviously cause both
leadership gquarrels amongst the rebels and popular sympathy for
AQuino.

Reports have trickled ocut of NPA units® surrendering. However,
one such surrender involved only 20 guns and 1,000 supposed communists.
It is not clear how much that particular incident is merely a staged
surrender created by the government. (Ibid.}

HOW TO SURVIVE NUCLEAR WAR, BY THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The front page of the "Tomorrow: Science, medicine and
technology"” section of the Chicago Tribune featured instructions to
build a fall-out shelter.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency operates with the
philosophy that "'You need civil defense for the same reason you wear
seat belts. Pulling seat belts on doesn’t mean you drive more
recklessly. '" (Chicago Tribune, 2/1&4/86&)

It's enough to make one wonder why the government does not tell
peocple to carry around pillows: "You need civil defense for the same
reason you carry around pillows. Carrying pillows around doesn’t mean
you will jump off more buildings and bridges."”

"The U.5. Defense Department estimates that a limited nuclear war
could result in as few as 5 percent fatalities, or about 12 million
Americans." (Ibid.) That's guite a few.

Obviously the government and its vigilant press are preparing the
public for an escalation of war hostilities to the level of nuclear
holocaust. So don't wait, save your C.0.D.s and send cash or check to
the "Surwiwval Center," MY, NY for a "one-year food supply costing $975
per person that can be purchased on a layaway plan." (Ibid.)

The recommended food supply is found in "Life After Doomsday. " "B
cans of crackers or cockiesjy 4 pounds of candy; a pound each of sugar
and salt; 1& jars of coffee, tea or cocoa; B dozen bottles of =soft
drinks; 1& cans of evaporated milk; 1& cans of fruit; 32 cans each of

vegetables, soups and entrees such as meat or fishy 14 jars of peanut
?uttlr; 8 jars of jam; and S& single-serving packets of cereal.,"
Ibid.)
Of course, "the comfort level of the shelter varies with the
- = A section of basement can be converted to provide some
additional fallout shelter for as little as $500." (Ibid.)

cost.

ROUTINE BRUTALITY FPROCEDURE BACKF IRES

Folice barged in on a Supposed narcotice dealer ‘s house. The
attack was a surprise attack. No one in the house was prepared or
asked in advance to surrender.

However, this was not an ordinary raid. A different squad of
police were already inside questioning their suspects-—not aware of
the other squad's plans to barge in.

This time there could be no lies or cover-up at least on some of
the basic facts. In the end two Detroit police officers were shot
dead. Police officers shot police afficers Lefare asking questions,
all within twenty seconds. (Detroit Free Press, 3/2/88)

For once, American "democracy,” “procedure” and "due process" did
not victimize the oppressed. But will anyone believe the police’'s
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Most encouragingly, lalyana laslavsbaya argues that the Soviet
Union has yet to meet Mary’s expectations of socialism, never mind
communism. For instance, she says that pay is not according to work
in the Boviet Union.

""Opportunities for the timely development of one’'s abilities are
still dependent to a large extent on one's geographical locations and
on the social standing of one’'s parents. . . . The higher the level of
study, the greater is the difference among social groups. . . . The
majority of students in the most prestigious schools are the graduates
af the best Moscow schools. . . . The majority of girls who graduate
‘rom village schools have to go to work at cattle farme because there
are no other jobs for them, while graduates from urban schools have a
wide choice of profession=."'" (lbid.,) It seems unlikely that any
faction of the state capitalist class would point up these factors as

roadblecks tu vlassless socieby.

Another article suggested that Gorbacliev's modernization program
would result in large bouts of temporary unemployment. tIbid.} Again
this could represent the struggle of one faction of one group of satate
capitalists against another. Often in the Soviet Union since the &0s,
sections of the government have argued unemployment to get workers to
ally with one section of the state capitalist class against another.
On the ather hand, talk of large unemployment opens the way to

criticisms of the Soviet social structure and may be interpreted guite
extensively in the Soviet context.

FLO/ISRAELLI COLLABORATOR MAYDR KILLED

A pro-Soviet faction of the PLD working with Abu Nidal killed a
mayor on the West Bank upon the failure of Jordanian "peace talks"
with Yasser Arafat. Reportedly, 50,000 Palestinians attended the
funeral of Zafer al-Masri. They carried pictures of the slain ma 'y ar
and Arafat. Arafat had endorsed the mavor after Israel made it clear
it would appoint him and after he claimed to have found that Zafer
al-Masri was indeed popular. (Detroit Free Press, 3/4/B&)

Apparently the death of the mayor evoked some nationalist
sentiments that deserve respect. 0Of course, there are also a number
of FPalestinians economically dependent on Jordan on the West Bank.
2,500 receive civil servant salaries from Jordan. Many others sell
farm produce to Jordan. (Ibid.)

The assassination by the mayor represzents stepped up efforts of
the anti-Arafat and pro-Syrian factions of the FLO. Arafat is clearly
getting tagged as a collaborator with Israsl and Jordan. On the other
hand, the attackers appear equally dependent on Syria.

Dverall Arafat is in a difficult position. He benefits from the
sympathy for the assassinated mayor, but he is also clearly identified
with Israel in that sympathy.

MIM would like to ask various long—-sLlamling cheer leadser s of the
FLO: who are they waving the flag for nre” HMothing could cause greater
disorientation than hitching one’'s cart vhole-heartedly to this
opportunist-led organization. Arafat has done everything short of
taking an Israeli salary and appears to realize his value to Israel
and the United States as a potential ally relative to more pro—-SBoviet
leaders in the PLO. He is left to holding out for the best deal until
the day he gets one or is assassinated by impatient Israelis. While
the PLO's cause deserves support, its factionalization and opportunism
Points up that It was not always the pertect vehicle of revolutionary
nationalism it was cracked up to be by its tag-along supporters. The
Falestinian people deserve better leadership.

AFARTHEID NORMALIZES VIDLENCE

The white settler regime occupying Azania (South Africal lifted
its seven month state of emergency. It i= no longer considered an
emergency to shoot the Black people of Azania every day. Indeed, the
settler regime’'s violence has increased: "The rate of killings has
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South Africa on

the Offensive

SQUTH AFRICA DEMOWSTRATES REGIONAL POLICEMAN ROLE

Monday, May 19th, South African military forces attacked three
countries--dotswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia for having ANC (African
National Congress) members within their borders. The ANC is the
nationalist, pro-Soviet liberation group in South Africa fighting for
one-man one-vote, where 5 million whites currently rule 24 million
Blacks.

In Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe South African soldiers
bombed the ANC office. HNo one was hurt because the ANC had been tipped
off on the raid.

Harare is 300 miles from 5. African borders. The 8. African
troops arrived by land. As 5. Africa's first public attack on Harare,
the 5. African venture corroborates accusations that S. Africa
assassinates antl-apartheid leaders in Haratre and elsewhere in the
region.

In Botswana, South African troops killed a soccer player and
injured three others including one Botswanan soldier. The
helicopter-borne attack was on a housing complex in the capital--
Gaborone=--the second in lesa than a year.

"In Zambia, two South African warplanes struck a refugee camp near
the capital of Lusaka, said President Kenneth Kaunda who condemned the
attacks as "cowardly, criminal and unforgiveable acts of aggression.'"
{Associated Press, David Crary, 5/19/86)

The warplanes flew almost 1,000 miles from S. Africa. At least
one Zambian and one Namibian were killed and nine pecple injured.
{Ibid.)

S. African army chief Lt. Gen. A. J. Liebenberg said that "the
actien taken against the terrorists should be interpreted as indicative
of the firm resolve of the Republic of South Africa to use all the
means at its disposal against terrorists wherever they may be.®
(Ibid.)

He also said that "responsible South African leaders have
repeatedly stated this country's determination to combat terrorism and
leaders of various Western countries have recently done soc as well."
(UFI in Apn Arbor News, 5/19/86, p. 1)

The United States and Britain condemned the attacks, but they
continued Co oppose economic sanctions against 5. Africa. (AP, op.
cit.)

According to State Dept. official Chester Crocker, South Africa
faces the greatest risk of reveolution when it spreads itself too thin
in fighting regional wars. %ﬂq




The U.5. does not oppose Lbne 5. African raia in .
principle. It only fears that 1fs war partner will lose i1f it becomes
engaged 1in too many armed conflicts at once.

SAUDIS STOOD UP FOR U.S5. AGAINST LIBYA

Saudi Arabia opposed Libya's efforts to hold an Arab summit on the
U.5. bombing of Tripoli. It also blocked Arab economic and political
sanctions against the U.5 according te a senior government official.
(Hew York Times, 5/14/86, p. 2)

Reagan has cited Saudi Arabia as an American ally. He is
sairampting to gain Congressional permission to sell 5354 million in
liizsiles to the Saudis. Congress voted down the sale to Saudi Arabia
CWOD weeks ago.

Syria, Iran, Libya and S. Yemen are already on Feagan's public hit
list of countries that support terrorism. By denying arms sales to
Saudi Arabia, the U.5. government ia exacerbating contradictions with
Lhe Arab states generally. American anti-Arabism will undermine
so-called moderate 1.5, supporters in the Mid-East by paving the way
for pan-Arabist and nationalist sentimentcs againat U.5. backed
regimes. The U.5. will not have an easy time lining up Arabs and
Israelis alike in the war blec against the East.

CIA LENDING COVERT AID TO ANTI-SOVIET BLOC STRUGGLES WORLDWIDE
The CIA is giving 5500 million in covert aid to armed groups

opposing governments supported by the Soviet Union—-—in Angola,
Nicaragua, Afghanistan and Cambodia. The CIA has the backing of the
208 Committee, which is composed of representatives from the Mational
Security Council (NSC), State Department, Pentagon and CIA.

Contrary te common belief, the Congress has never outlawed all aid
to the contras or any other pawn of state terrorism. The above
organizations of the executive branch receive "discretionary”
allocations.

For instance, the law states that
the CIA may spend money in its multi-million dollar discreticonary fund
however it wishes as long as it informs two members of Congress. The
amount of "discretionary" funding is not known to the public.

Before the Congressional debate on the contras in April; the
press revealed that the CIA has aided the contras all along despite a
law banning CIA support of the contras. The publie had previously
thought that a law banning CIA aid to the contras was in effect.

The Congress has given the appearance of operating by rules of
democracy. In reality though, the Congress obeys the laws of
capitalist imperialism before anything else.

It appeara that the
necessity faced by the bourgeocisie to go to war in Central America is
greater than the public opinion it has roused for the cause. Hence,
aid to the contras is covert.

However, periodically the capitalist class tries to rally public
opinion for its war effort, se that it may wage a more open and intense
war. For instance, the executive branch threatened to cut-off military
aid to Honduras if Honduras did not report to the press a phony border
war with Nicaragua. Momentarily, this seemed to work and it seemed
that the Congress was going to approve aid to the contras to fight
Hicaragua .

The ruling class is trying to carry out war without affronting
public opinion. It creates incidents such as at Honduras and Libya in
order to rally the public to a more open and fully-developed WW III.
In the meantime, the bourgecisie donates money and personnel in a
covert fashion te its mercenary forces across the globe.

The ruling class does not dare declare WW III openly because of
public opinion. However, WW III is already on.

"The strategy, recommended by CIA Director William Casey and
approved by Reagan in January 1985, rests aon the premise that the two
Superpowers are already engaged in a war of sorts using proxy armies,
the officials said." (Detroit Free Press. 5/12/R86. o. 1. 14a)}
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iliw.  MLF nas argued Loal walll 15 alreaay on since MIM started. It
1s time to rally public opinion against covert and proxy war, not just
open war fought with "our boys.®

CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR PLANT NOT UNLIKE AMERICAN ONES

Initial reports on the Chernobyl accident from U.S5. and nuclear
industry experts were factually lnaccurate. After some delay, experts
have conceded that Chernobyl did in fact have a containment structure
of concrete and steel like those found in the U.5.

The structure had cne to two feet of steel and six to eight feet
of concrete. In addition there were several million gallons of water
be@low the reactor and a layer of nitrogen surrounding the reactor. The
nitrogen layer is supposedly non-flammable. The reactor was
sealed in a number of layers te prevent explosions like the one that
has resulted in the deaths of 13 people so0 far.

The two walls of the containment structure could handle 27 and 57
pounds per square inch respectively. American units need walls that
withstand 55 to 65 pounds per sguare inch. Some that use ice only need
to withstand 12 to 15. A number of factors including the volume
enclosed by the containment structure vary from plant to plant so that
technical comparisons are not easy.

With the new information many government, industry and academic
experts honestly stepped forward to contradict American chauvinist
thinking that American nuclear plants could never have the same
problem: "I'm just a little nervous that we have the same design, and
it didn't work," said Prof. Richard Wilson of the Physics Dept. at
Harvard. Wilson chaired a 1985 atudy on severe nuclear accidents.
(Ann Arbor News, 5/19/86, Stuart Diamond, New York Times)

SOUTH AFRICA DEATH TOLL UP TO 1600

The effort to maintain apartheid has cost 1,600 lives since 5.
Africa announced its new constitution, which continued to give the
majority African population fourth class status. (AP, David Crary,
5/19/886)

Unfortunately, the bourgecis press has focussed on this overt
vioclence. Likewise, pacifists remain insensitive to institutional
violence in 5. Africa effected through mass starvation and inadeguate

WEINBERGER THINKS BOYCOTTS WORK

People as "diverse" as Harvard Prezident Derek Bok and Ronald
Reagan believe that to pull business out of S. Africa would be to run
away from problems instead of working to reform apartheid.

The opposite is the case for Libya, which own a mere 15% of a FIAT
subsidiary that recently won a Pentagon bldding competition for a
contract. “"Defense" Secretary Caspar Weinberger cancelled the contract
through a national security clause. Weinberger cited fear of Libya's
profiting from the contract as the reason for disgualifying FIAT's
contract bid. ( pehat Fress Popse , 5/16/86)

INDONESIA BANS AUSTRALIAN PRESS

The Australian press remains banned from Indonesia and Indonesia
temporarily gave Australian tourists visa difficulties in reaction to
an Australian article about Indonesian president Sukharto. Sukharte is
worth 52 to 3 billion. (Hew York Times. 4/28/86, p. B)

The New York Times itself is banned from East Timor in a blackout
of Indonesia's genocide against the Timorese.

Still, so-called Second World country Australia, which has fraont
row seats for the genocide by its neighbor Indonesia, recognizes
Indonesia as having sovereignty in East Timor. Australia is ruled by
the so-called Labor Party. (Ibid.)

Indonesia has killed over 100,000 Timorese through occupation
according to conservative Congressional estimates. Also, the

Indonesian military killed 500,000 Macists and alleged Maocists, mostly
Chinese in a slauahter in Trndonesia iFaalf im TOE5. (Mime & 779 fae



Australia's relations with Indonesia may appear stralned, but they

are certainly far from supportive of Timoreae self-determination.
Australia's foreign pelicy proves once again that so-called Second
World countriesa (advanced non-superpowver countries) are not allies of
the oppreased. Instead, even people of the supposed "left," asuch as
Prime Minister Bob Hawke, in the Second World represent the interests
of the Auatralian bourgeciaie.

For more information on East Timor, Wrlte to MIM.

DON'T FORGET QUR OTHER CHIMNA

A fﬂrmgr American serviceman wrote a letter to the Freg China
Journal, which is a Taiwanese propaganda paper aimed at Americans. "I
say "0Our ROC' because ] was stationed for Uncle Sam in Taipei for

almost 5 years from early 1954 to late 1958 and the love affair that
developed then is still in bloom today."

The Free China Journal corrected the author in one way.
"(Editor's note: ROC is now sixth largest trading partner to the USA

since 1985.)" (Eree Chipg Jourpal, 5/5/86) The serviceman had though
that Taiwan was still eighth.

PERUVIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRAT ADVISES NICARAGUA TO LAY DOWM ARMS

The Contadora Peace Plan, long hailed by American moderates as a
solution to the conflict in Central America would have Nicaragua cut
its armed forces and agree to a moratorium on weapons purchases.
Apparently, certain circles in the U.5. government are giving

Contadora the green light. The American press reported that Dan
Habib and influential Congreasmen were on Che verge of getting Reagan
to back Contadora.

Peru'as president Alan Garcia supports the Contadora process and
publicly advised MNicaragua to sign Contadora even if the United S5States
does not agree to honor its terms. (New York Times, 5/12/86) In other
words, Garcia wants Nicaragua te lay down its arms even if the T.S.
continues to aid the contras.

Garcia alluded to regional troubles. He clearly hasa the 3Sendero
insurgency in his own country in mind. Perhaps if the U.5. cooled off
the Central America conflict for awhile, Garcia reasons, Peru's own
conflagration would appear more isolated.

PAEISTAN SHOOTS DOWH SOVIET PLANES FROM AFGHANISTAN

Armed with U.5.-made F=16 fighters, Pakistan shot down a Saviet
made Mic-21 from the Soviet Union. The MiG crashed in Pakistan.

It iz unclear if Soviet flyers manned the jet.

The Soviets are trying to finish off resistance to its colonial
adminstration of Afghaniastan. (Christian Science Mopitor, 5/19/B6, p.
2)

GOY'T RIDES ANTI-LIBYA., CHAUVINIST WAVE i .
Secretary of State George P. Schultz told CBS_“Face the HNation
that the United States needs to use its covert options against Libya

more. He had said at news conferences that the goal of the bombing of
Colonel Qaddafi's headgquarters was to cauae "cnnuidqrahlg
dissidence'" within Qaddafi's military. “Mr. Schultz said a coup
would be ®all to the good.'* (New York Times, 4/28/86, p. 7)
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Other government officials said that Reagan had authorized at
least two covert programs to cust Qaddafi and that his death in the
American bombings would have been "°serendipitous.'" Not surprisingly.
the U.5. failed for lack of finding a credible opposition.

Any American support for an cpposition in Libya would be the kiss
of death for that group. It stands to reason that Libyan nationalists
would protest against anybody's receiving U.5. aid.

Thus ; Schultz did not name anyone that the U.5. is tryling to
support in Libya. However, Schultz is building publiec opinion for
CIA covert action against Libya while there is a chauvinistic wind in
the air. That which the public did net know about before is now made
public knowledge in order to puah for open aggression.

"ZOMBIE® AGENTS INFILTRATED HEW PEOPLE'S ARMY

4 Catholic newspaper in Manila reported that the thousands of
insurgents laying down their arms to the Aquino government are in
reality agents of the military placed in the New People's Army (NPA)
over the years by the Marcos regime. A number of "zombies" have
confessed to working for pay under Marces to undermine the NFA from
within.

One zombie--Vicente Libora-- under detention in Mindanao said,
“the HPA structure has been duplicated by the zombies. The zombies
have penetrated all rungs in the structure. The structure is really
the same. We also do not know who is on top, who is in the central
committee.” (¥Yeritas, "The °Zombies': °"Veritas' Reporter Discovers
That Many NPA Surrenderees Are in Reality Deep Penetration Agentca,"
4/3/86)

Libora had been paid a salary and more importantly, given
medicine for an illness not otherwise available for infiltrating the
NPA with the assignment to "kill the Commanding Officer and surrvender
the entire unit by December, 1985." (Ibid.)

Zombie Carlos Balacwet admitted to killing his HPA team leader and
extorting money from innocent civiliana. His Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) superiors had commanded him to viclate every rule of
discipline in the HPA. A zombie in Carlos's collective killed
rarles's brother, who was a ranking guerrilla in the HNPA.

Another zombie was actually a Majer in the AFP. She killed those
who did not turn over extortion money.

Al



According to an NPA leader named Nilo Nabong, "“conce inside the
organizations, the DPA [zombie] starts violating codes of discipline

like stealing from the pecple, destroying people's property, sowing
intrigues and in-fighting among members of the community; spreading
anti-social wvices like gambling and drinking, and even engaging 1in
prostitution.'" (Ibid.) Another leader said, "°it was really very
difficult to accept. Here we were fighting the enemy only te find out
that there was an enemy within our ranks.'" (Ibid.)

Nabong had this- to say for the zombies: "They are the best
extensions of the military in the barrics: more effective and potent
because they are discreetly hidden behind the cloak of the people's
mass organizations in the barrio." (Ibid.)

The NPA has rightly purged these zombies. Some of them convert
to be revolutionaries because of unfulfilled promises of pay from the
AFP. Others are detained. After investigation and trial within the
NPA most zZombies are eventually released.

The zombies teach communists everywhere two valuable lessons.
First, it is impossible to avoid infiltration by agents of the
bourgecisie. Secondly, it is vital te have channels to the non-party
and non-army masses. People who step forward to identify abusea by
the cadres of revelution are extremely valuable and courageocus. Says
Nabong, "we have been accused of deception, brigandry, and terrorism.
We have been accused of killing several persons who did not even
commit any Ccrime against the people. We have been accused of
launching ambuscades and extortions, and worse, of killing innocent
civilians in the process. For a time; we could not understand what
was going on." (Ibid.) Only genuine revolutionaries with an ear to
the ground and a will to investigate can claim the mantle of liberator
of the people.

AQUINO IN BIND, SUPPORTERS CALL FOR END OF US AID TO MILITARY

Fresident Aguino of the Philippines told visiting "Defense"
Secretary Caspar Weinberger "that her new government needs American
economic assistance more than military assistance." (Washingten Post,
4/8/86) Weinberger replied that military assistance is "essential."
(Ibid.} The U.5. government has taken to warning Aguino of the threat
from HNew People's Army guerrillas.

Meanwhile, left of center supporters of Aquine in the U.5. are
pressuring the Congress not to give military aid to the Philippines.
According to the Philippine Human Rights Lobby, "the Reagan
administration has recently asked Congress 550 million in supplemental
military aid for the Philippines for FY 1986, despite the fact that
Cory Agquino has not reguested it."

Bl



: Aquino came to power in the Philippines with the help of Marcos's
m:l;tary. The military had feared a cut-off in American aid. Now
Aquine is saddled with a military with power somewhat independent of
hers. Indeed, Aguino ecould not have come to power without the support
of the American trained and supported military of the Philippines.

The irony of Aquino's seizure of power that is extolled in the
American press as an example of democracy and non-violence is that it
will probably result in an increase in American military control.
Aguine may yet end Up responsible for more viclence than Marcos.
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S. Africa reforms again

BIAFD LEADERS AND WJTHERS DETAINED IM MEWEST SOUTH &FRICaN CRECK DM

the presidert and rarmer president of AZaPD “RZanian Pesople’e
nization? werse among the more than 1,000 political leaders rounded

a
ox the apartheid regime on June 12th. Monte Mareoo, of the Seuth

]

up

Atrican Institute for race relation=z called |t **the bigaest
concentrated detention BWSOn guep,f U (Detroit Fres Fresu., 251 3588 P
als T

Fresident Botha deciared another state of emergency. The police
and military have the HOWEF Y0 Cdetain anvone up teo 14 dars without a
Warrant. The detained mar have no Visitore at ail. &l tegal recourse

IS 2uspended, The Sﬂgth Bfrican pol ice==tate g more naked than euer,
As MIM Notes goes to press on Jume 15th, owver 2.000 ackivizts In
south Africa have been detained. Their fate, wh ch may be cestp . !

UnKncwn as of yat.
Once again Westsrn fConomic and mil|tary supnor: ConIrhioute ta #

_ Folice z=tate and jt=s recent "refarm,

FLO PROTECTED U,.E. INTERESTS Ik DE&L FROM 1974 Th 1 95z

Fecarging o Lewis Snider in the Lizl) Stregr Jour-a ., the PLO
‘nfiltrated radizal Pajestinian spiinter creups and aborted il CUs
MiSSiOnsS against the .S, from [975 to 1982, (Wall Strest Joyrnal,
&L 2584 Snider“s point Is that the L.S., woyle protect fts imperial:et
Iintgrests bettar wi bR warmer relations with tha PLO.

"One reszon wh¥ no American Tives were lgst o attacks by Middie
EaLt tarrorist Qroups between 1972 and 1982 Was Zecause of couert
Corntactes betwesn II,5, intel 7 iaence and Frepresentaiives of Yaszar
Ar&fat s Satesting Liberation Crganlation, That liaison was ene ot the
MOEt serioys Cd2ualties of Americar EUpPpor L +or [eras' = I feasion &€
w#banon in Jgne (g2 CERid,

Aol Midal s group Killed . an Bmer i Can armDassader im [ 774, Bu¥ ma
WRE ADpsrEntly stymied in his etforts from [974 to P82, When the L5,
TeCE|ved some of the blame for Sabra and Shat 'Ta from the PLO, £ Tast

S5 proteaction racked w!ek the PLD aczard G to Snider,

30 ider weyld 7 “B WRE L8, te Suy [nkn the =L0 srotection T =t -
MOg =L " T+ -anaty Jouioualy the Wall Strest Journs 2 considering
ANEL Snide~ savs as Igdeis for pratecting capital st class



500D OLD FUNGIBLE MONEY KEEPS COMTRAS GOIMNG - -

Sometimes the government takes advantage of commodity fetishism.
What |& moner? What is bookKeeping asks the introductory economics
student?

Money in the hands of the contras is a covert weapons and Ttlitar¥
racket. The Wall Street Journs] revealed that U.S, "nen-lethzl" and
"numanitarian® aid is all a bockkesping exarc|se, Th? Hondur an 1
military alone received over #1 million of the mones #or ngn—[ethg,
asFlstance to the contras, who are {fighting to cverthraw the b&n?lgta
government of MNicaragusa, 3400,000 went te Lthe cnmmaﬁger~|n—:h.e# cit
the Honduran military. (Wall Street Journal, 4/12/34

0f 4.4 miltion that went to “"thrse contrs Brolkers and one
supplier, anlty $795,4768 actually went to Central amerircs. Most af the
rest was diverted to bank sccounts (n the Ln rec States, the Bahamas
wnd the Cavman Izlands.” iDetro:t Fres Prezs, 4713545

The U.5, govérnment glues money to sulppliere. that tupposediy olue
he contras non—lethal aid, The cuseliers agres To glue the money to
the Honduran miTitary and others giving = " itary assistence to or
candening the presence of the contras, ThHe zuppl larg Iﬂ.ﬂentra1
Ame~ica pretend to supply contraz nen-iethal supp! ies and peceive a cut
n the deal.

. i m e

The U.3. government zan thus fell [ts neople, the Sastern bloc and
Ricaragua that it |2 only giv ' ng %*he contraz "human i tar Bh asslispee M
Mearwhile, covertly, the conires recsive = i i%tary assistance an

nef.t from infivence—pedd' mg in the region. So desperate s the
v i L o & w o = i omg dTE |
/. 8. Zovernment., |t faels that [ & must Fooo & 2Lzt REY sufiie #ntkl s !
Jongoisllic by MEK 1O war aooothe mclés pf "humif.tar =" azsistancé.
_IMis iz just another case oF the mvih of "BCONOMIc assistanca” +g
the Third World., It |3 beyond the capabillty of the corrupt and

imperialiet .5, government to render "human: tac|an”® azszigtance, It

shty does that whict Bupports the interest of ths capitalist elass.
The American capital st tlass supports terror in the Third World

=G that it zan get workers there to work for a plttance -

o _ . _ < At the same
vime s it is also making war on | ts competitors in the Zastern bloc,

e to MNicaragua--the JeSe government wll! SUpRPOrT anrbody im Cepntrat
America who can help the U.5. to kKeen tha L Id o0 thirgs ang prevent tha
Souviet Unisn fram detting @ plece ofF the Centra! AMmeriesn ple .,

TQ'IQHQL EMODQUMENT TOR DEMGCRACY SUPRORTE KT 2 WHO OF YEST=mN
‘MPERIALISH CORFPORSTION

What do zome Bfghan i rebels=s, the “oppaoeitian", |~ FOres, Some
underground Folish univns, & member party of the Soc:ralist :
International jn MNorthern lrejand and the AFL-CI0’s Free Trade
Institute, the Center For Internasi=na’ Frivate Enteror sz oF the
Chamber of Commerce, the conserus: ‘e Nicaraguan newspaoss La Prensa,
El Me~zurio of w#ntlago, and the MNationa] Republican dng Natiognal
Semecratic Institutes Ho¢ Interraticonal A4faires have in Comman?

#11 support democracy for the Eourgeoisle arc *he frgsdom +o
2xplont, right? Right, bLut thev alsS0 rece ws money <-am Ehe U.s,
aevernment’s Natlonal Endowment +ar Demogerscy, (MNew Yord Times,
1488, p. 1) -

r e

PENTAGON BUYS MBEC NEWS

Conservative zealot and mEd!l a magnate Ted Turner s2lhted cut that

the mec~ger of BE and RCA Put 3 majeor televisicer MELtWGRE—-NBC-=in the
T@ands of 3 compasy wlkh Ma.cr defen®e contracts ara a wested interget

n the arms race, (Detroit Erege Prsssg, 718584, py 25 This i effepot
Ut MBL in the Rands oF 3 comgany dependeni on toas Prentagon, wfleh o4
irn the

tourse g the only source of mitl] taprw ConirFacta ave | Jakle
dnited States,

The surchase of MNBEC may not be 3 conspiracy oecadee the media
under capitalizsm zre =271 subiect to being bought by the Nighest
T dders. Gnvmste T ies e .. b 1



- ak e
O+ course, I1t's not really quite open to anybody., One must have
the money and the ability to continue outbidding other peopis for the
compan¥. I+ a capitalist wants to stay in the media business, s /he
muzt run that business better than competitors.
For example, Detralt s two major newspapers——the Detralt Free
Preszs and the Detrocit Mews——have competed with gach other for rears
and Have both made millione of dollars in losses. Now
tneyw are €i7ing with the federal government to becomes fointly cperated.
Eoth oapers will have the zame busziness operations, =o thers wili De no
more commercis] competition. Detroit wili continue to hauve two
newspapers that duly» report what people within the government zre
#grguing over, tut their economic backers will De the
BaM .
Is tRe Detroit aresz,., the sfraller and medium sized capltaliste who
own smaller newspapers are complaining that the merger will make for
eusn more Unfalr competition conditions. OF course, they are right.
however, those who cannot afford to own their own newspaper under
capiia’  sm can hardly shed any tears.
Fecently, in Baltimore, one of threes major newspapers closed down.
in the Unlted States, there is supposedly a "free press," but in
real |ty the press |& Just ancther big Dusiness.
Urder socialism there will be a

medls to help effect the mases line crrstallized br the wanguard party.
tears of bourgeais ownership of the media will be made up #or through
croletarian administration of the major press, which no one wiil be
able [o own. _
truly free press (under Full communism) will anly arise when it
succeeds In proportion to the extent it politically mobiltizes the
mazses instead oF *-e extant that they attract advertizers, make a
srofit and run their =taffs into the grounc. Even conservatives wii’
have their own press to the sxtent that they work ko tesd
themssives and put their remaining time into running thelr own press.
Scciallem will thrlue where thers |3 truir a free press that does not
cerue those with the money, but instead serves those wlth the energ:
arnd ool i tical commitment to put out A newspaper or felevision 5o .

WILLIAM UIGIL AND MaRla HDOKER EXPELLED FROM U.S.

The U.S. expslied two Micaraguan envoys——William Yigil and
Maria Hooker In retaliation for charges that four Amer|Ccan ¢|n1umaﬁi
were 2pies in Managua. (Mew Yor¥ Times, S/23786, p. 5 Maria Hooker

was first mecretary OF nress ~¢ ations, She had taken rssue wl th an
fezscated Press article *5at was exposed in the Michigan Dailr» and
clp=ylated oy *he MIM retwork as ar exampie of non—communist Dut
cri4tica] ang JroQESSSi Ul wWark,

Ao



While the events are probably not connected, it i= a form o+
information control that the U.S. sent the top press relations
officer home. It will only be that much mere difficutt +o get
information about what s happening In Micaragua, especially in
relation to the U,.5S, ‘

US HEORGAMIZES COMNTRAS

41 former Mationa! Suardsmen continues to dominsts the mil|tary
structupe of the contris, Howeyer, the civilian leadership is
undergoing zrooming to appeal to international public opinion. The new
organization (8 called the UNO--United MNicaraguan Opposition.

Woigls York Times, S#/23/85, p. al, 20>

The State Dept. says that NO it not primarily made up of former
Somoza supporters.

The New York Timesz cited =he respectable opposition to tha State
Dept. In response. "Robert Leiken, a senior associate of the Carnagie
Endowment for Internations)! Feacs® Bay=s, "they are concermed wlth
recovering the land and property they Tost. The politics thev practirce
|8 the style of Somoza—reiring on cligues rather than institutiong.”
Cibid.)

In othsr words, the farmer Natlonal Guard pecpls are
petty-bourgec s fascists and bureaucrat capitalists wlithout enough
cencern +or thelr image and political caplital. Thank »ou Mew TorM
Times for teaching yet another lesson in how the U.2, could be & bicger
and Lelter empire |f it only supported image-oriented =apitallsts
instesad of just Fascjets.

RCcording to the MNew York Times, two of the top three leadsrs of
UNG have longstanding ties to the C.I.A. OF those two, the military
hard!iner Adolfo Calere Portocarrerc is the former manager 2f the
Coca-Cola bottiing plant in Nicaragua. The other jeader whao has

managed to puil C.l.A. support [n the past is & =uccesséul
businezaman .

Arturo Jose Cruz, a former Sandinista l= the third Mg leader, He
g a Gankap .

Ferhaps |* ls wiss to concede that the 1.2, has cleaned us the
mage of its pawng. After all, sven the MNew York Times sa¥E that the
Yoz, Torced one Ricardo Lauw out of the contras oecalzs of his
reputation for brutality ipn Honduras. Cibid. )

b ol

4+, is managing to create its own UMD pubtic
relatinne Teadership, That Teadership does noct coms from tha formear

Somaza Mational Suard, but it does come exclusively froam the
capitaiist cisss, What a3 coinecldence,

THE MM&EOIST INTERMNATIINALTI ST MOVEMENT (MIM: I5 A COMMIBNIST
GROUE THAT UFHOLDS M=l SND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTICN AND UIELS THE
CURS-NT SOUTET UNIDON AND CHINA &5 STATE CARITALIST. WE aRc
= MNEW GRIJFE THAT FORMED O CCTo=ER iS7. 1755 A3 THE REUCLUTIONARY
INTZRMNATIONALI ST MOUEMENT CRIMI, RENAMED MIM) 08 Moy 15T, 1984,
LMIMl Has N0 TIES TO ANy OTHER CREANTZATION. cHMIM) MEMBERS gRE
WORLD TITIZENES, MOT AMERICANGS, aMND THEREFORE UPHOLD
INTERNATI OMALISM AS A& GUIDING VIS,

THE (MIM) STRATEGRY FOR REVOLUTION IS PREMISSED OMN ANTI-
IMFERIALIST ANND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORK. P&ET OF THAT
wDRE [E TS EMBODY MARKISM=-LEMIMNISM MA0TSM IN AMNALYSES OF CURRENT
EVENTS, (MIM? AESKS EVERYONE TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM MNOTES"™ A5 PaRT OF
THEIR LIORK AGSIMST THE CURRENT WORLD WaR AND THE SOURCES OF THaT
wa kR,

IN ADDITION, ™MIM NEEDS ITS EXISTENCE PUBLICIZSD, THERE agc
MIM POSTERS TO PUT UP AND MIM MEEDS TD CREATE MORE AtD DIFFERENT
JNES,
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Chinese capitalism update

CHINA BREAKS WITH LENIN'S THEORY OF IMPERIALISHM

The governing Communist Parcy of China recently abandoned its view
that world war is inevitable as long as there are advanced capitalist
countries,

Heijing Review announced that China had held its first "symposium
on peace" With moere than 40 scholars in attendance,

According to Beljing Review, Deng Xiaoping "lately pointed out
unequivocally: In the past we said world war was inevitable. Now we
have changed this viewpoint.”

Lenin, the leader of the Russian Revolution in 1917, held that as
long as there were advanced capitalism, there would be imperialism.

The imperialists according to Lenin would inevitably wage war to
redivide the world,

Until the Soviet leader EKhruschev took powsr in the 19505, the
Marxist-Leninist countries all held that world war could only stop with
goclalist revolution.

Since the 19508, however, the Soviet Union haa propagated
"peaceful coexistence" and "detente" with the advanced capitalist
countries of the West,

Likewise, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) now S5aYS,
"revolutionaries today should not use war to advance socialist
revelution." To do 8o would mean "*the common ruin of the cantending
claszeg'"® according to the CcCp,

Instead of revolutionary war the cop says, "we must concentrate on
Stopping the highly dangerous nuclear arms race,”

The CCP emphasized that Third World countries that recently won
natlonal independence do not Support superpower gecpolitics. "They
Constitute an overwhelming force for peace hitherto unknown in
history," according to the ccp,

In a related development, China demobilized one million soldiers

in an effort to spur the economy. (Beijing Rewview, 6B/9786)

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE BRINGS CRIME AS SIDE EFFECT I CHINA
"Crimes by private @ntrepreneurs have increased over the past two
Years;, and divorce cases among them have also gone up.® (China Daily,
7/10/86, p. 3)
In 1985, 385 people with private businesses went Lo prison or
re-education camp for various sentences. That figqure is double
1984's,
"Their convictions were mainly for stealing state or private
property, evading taxes, threatening customers and buying and selling
Stolen goods." {Ibid,)
Divorces were said to increase to a total of 144 pPer year in 1985
amongst private businesses, éﬁa

"China has permitted private business since the lace 1970s," s5ays
the China Daily. (1Ibid.)




JORDAN CLOSES PLO OFFICES
Jordanian soldiers closed officea of pro and anti-Arafat factions
of the PLO in Amman. (China Daily, 7/9/8¢, P- 8)

CHINA DAILY: "MENTAL ILLS ON THE RISE IN SHAHGHAI"

) According to Shanghai's Liberatien Paily, "*the number of the
chy'a meantal patients has exceeded 100,000 or 11.35 per 1,000 people.
This constitutes a 55.9 percent increase over the figure in 1978.'"
({China Dpaily, 7/9/86, p. 3)

In 1982, China averaged 1 mental patient per 100 people. However,
there was only 1 bed for every 140 mental patients. {China Daily,
8/13/86, p. 3)

Experta said that achizophrenia and mental depression have risen

because of new pressures to do well i1n exams and business.
Une school district in Shanghai alone had four sulcide attempts by

children in June because of exam and homewcrk pressure. (China Daily,
7/8/86)

A survey "found nearly 30 percent of the cases of abnormal
behaviour involved children."™ (China Daily, 7/9/86)

The phencmena is so new that Shanghail only has 5,500 beds for its
mental patients; even though, Shanghai is China's largest city.
(Ibid.)

China Daily points out that paychiatry as a profession did not
exist until recently in China., (Ibid.)

PERUVIAN REGIME MASSACRES SENDERO PRISONERS

Social democrat and President Alan Garcia feted fellow social
democrats and "democratic socialists" from the world over in Lima,
while his repressive apparatus massacred surrendered prison rebela.

The regime has acknowledged that guards shot at least a hundred
rebels at close range in cold blood., The exposure of this
well-witnessed events has resulted in the resignation of the Justice
Miniater Luis Gonzalez Posada, a friend of Garcia's, and the diasmissal
of General Andres Maximo Lira of the "the paramilitary Republican
Guard police force." (China Daily, 7/2/86, p. 8)

Also, one hundred guards ace under arrest. At this time, it is
not clear how this will affect contradictions within the ruling regime.

Citations of the China paily in this issue of MIM Notes refer to the
English language version issued in Beijing.

CHINA'S PREMIER HAILS YUGOSLAVIA

Premier Zhao Ziyang said that Yugoslavia provides an "inspiring"”
example for China to follow. (China Daily, 7/8/86)

China Daily said that Yugoslavia had applied the basic principles
of Marxism to create socialism in its country.

Zhao also pralsed Yugoslavia for leading the way in the
non=aligned movement.

In the early '60s8, China issued polemics that denounced Yugoslavia
for following the capitalist-road. Scon after, China candemned the
Zoviet government in similar terma.

The Cultural Revolution (1966-76) started as a struggle between
two factions in the CCP--one that favored Soviet or Yugoslawvian
reforms, the other that sought a new path of class struggle to lead
socialist construction,

DIRECT INVESTMENT IMN CHINA INCREASES
Foreigners invested 55.85 billion in China in 1985. That's up
120% from the year before. (Beijing Review, 4/28/86)

O\

NEW LAW IN CHINA ALLOWS BANKRUPTCY OF ENTERPRISES

FART OF THAT
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"The law is intended to encourage competition, allowing
enterpriges to succeed or be eliminated, thus serving as an incentive
Lo improve management. It applies to State-owned firms as well as
others and is seen as a further big step in the bid to smash the ®iron
fice bowl' that has protected inefficient enterprises.” (China Daily,
6/17/86, p. 1)

In the past, the state closed, merged or reorganized enterprises
in the red. '

The first factory to go bankrupt by the letter of the law was in
Shenyang of Liacning Province.

The factory's asseta are going to be divided amongat 219

creditors. The employees except for the handicapped are to lose their
Jjobsa .
The unemployed will receive 75% of their original wages for six

months and them 30 yuan a month thereafter. 30 yuan is about a third

;; one-guarter of a worker's monthly wage. {(China Daily, B8/5/86, p.

_The bankruptcy law is important for its implications within

Tﬂrxlﬂt thecry. Competition amongst capitalists is thought te cause
the anarchy of production"--overproduction (from capitalista

Lrying to undersell each other)}), the business cycle, the search for

the cheapest technigues of production, the unemployment of workers

According to that search and imperialism.

Competition amongst capitalists results in imperialism because it
weeds out the weak and creates capitalist giants--monopoliea. The
competition of multinational corporations plays itself out in war as
the ultimate form of competition for cheap labor-power, natural
resources and markets.

Multinationals find that they can influence the state to go to war
for their good. 1In the preparations, many make a good profit in
selling armaments to the state.

STUDENTS AT TIANJIN UNIVERSITY ATTACK AFRICAN GUESTS
~ Science and technology students at Tianjin University of Tianjin,
China rioted for five hours May 24th after an African party on campus.

The rioters threw rocks, bricks and bottles at the building the
Africans were in. (International Herald Tribune, 6/6/86)
It took till May 28th before the Foreign Ministry issued a
statement in apology. (Ibid.) )
While both white .and Black foreign students in Tianjin enjoy

THE (MIM) STRATEGY
(MIM) ASKS EVE

IMPERIALIST AND ANMTI-=NI
WORK IS TO EMBODY MARII

EVENTS.

privilegea that the Chinese atudents do not,; 3,000 Chineae rallied only

against the Africanas.

At neighboring Nankai University foreign students called the city
police for protection in a related incident. The police said that it
was not their business. Some academic administrators attempted but
failed to divert anti-African rioters.

The Government authorities have asked the African studentz to
return to campus from their embassies in Beijing. Many hoped to
transfer, but eventually returned to Tianjin. The African atudenta
walked halfway to Beijing from Tianjin for fear of their
safety before authorities intercepted them. The students insisted on
visiting their embasasieas in Beijing and managed toc speak to the pressa
upon their arrival there.

US NATIONALIZES FIRST BANK

Business weaknesas in the energy industry, real estate and
agriculture has resulted in a number of defaultas and slow downs in the
loan business. MHany banka are scraping by.

The Federal Depoait Insurance Corporation of the U.S5. Government
bought a 55% share of BancOklahoma Corp. Eventually, the U.8. will

probably purchase the whole bank as the losses of investors are
abaorbed bv taxoavers.
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"*We will see a bunch of nationalized banks,'" said one banking
consultant. (Asian Wall Street Journal, B/21/86, p. 1)

The U.5. government has a long-standing policy of not
nationalizing banks: however, recent banking ailments have resiasted
traditional free market cures., In effect; the government and very
large banks can not do without each other. If one large bank goes
under, it will start a wave of defaulta. One federal official says of
bailouts, "®we may have no choice.'" (Ibid.)
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RURAL UNEMPLOYMENT NECESSITATES CAPITALISM IN CHINA

In the rural areas of one city in the southeastern area of China
unemployment was 70% of 2.3 million person workforce. As a result of
the unemployment, the Chinese government has heralded the hiring of
laborers by private employers. "There are 13,000 households employing
42,000 labourers, 2 percent of the rural workforce." (China Daily,
B/15/86, p. 4)

Moat of the workers in the area are engaged in handicrafts and
amall domestic item preduction.

27% of the employera are members of the Communiat Party.

A number of different official media organs offered justifications
for the private hiring of labor. GSome went so far as to say that the
private hiring of labor was inevitable in an immature stage of
aocialism. (Ibid.)
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CONFUCIUS AIDS CHINA'S MODERNIZATION DRIVE

"Confucian thought is applicable to our modernization drive," said
Kong Lingpeng, an academic official. "Confucius is now assessed as a
great thinker statesman and educator in China's history." (China
ﬂﬂil!; 'B;l"E-,l;E-Er P 5.:'

How does one run a large state with a big population according to
Confucius? "Enrich the people." "What after they are enriched?"
"Educate thewm." (Ibid.)

In reaction to this dialegue Kong said: "°0Our country is now
embarking on econemic reforms in a bid to enrich people, but much
stress has been laid on education. Doesn't that fall in line with what
Confucius saild?'" (Ibid.)

"*In China we underwent a regressive period when Confucius was
repudiated.'" (Ibid.)

CORPORATISM ON THE RISE IN CHINA

According to the Chinese government, the urban unemployment rate
was 5.9% in 19%79. In 1985, it was 1l.8%.

The government credits the rise "labor service companiesa" for the
fall in the unemployment rate. "Over the pasat five yeara, the
companies have trained and recruited B8.31 million people and run
210,000 collective enterprises.” (China Daily, B/5/86, p. 3)

CHINA PRAISES PERU

China praised Peru for pursuing "peaceful coexistence™ and a sound
foreign policy. ("Garcia Pursues Sound Foreign Policy," eijing
Review, 7/14/86, p. 1ll)

The Chinese press does not refer to the Maoist insurgency in Peru.
When it does mention the insurgency it only edits Weatern wire aservice
' Feporta about “"rebels" or "terrorista" in Peru.

YOL
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China's praise did not mention internal proeblems including the
massacre of prisoners three weeks earlier.

EPFLF NOTES "SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL"™ SUPPORT BUT HOT GARCIA'S MASSACRE

The Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF) reported that the
Socialist International (5I) passed a resolutien in favor of Eritrean
self-determination at the SI's Lima conference in June.

Two days before the conference, the Peruvian government massacred
over 100 Sendero prisoners. The EPLF magazine did not mention this
fact. (Adulis vol. III No. 7, 1986)

Unfortunately, while the EPLF seeks internationalist support,
the EPLF cause is often narrowly natiocnalist in outlook.

CLIPPINGS AND

RESENTMENT AGAINST MILLIONAIRES UP IN POLAND

The Communiat Party of Poland ran a weekly magazine article on the
nine richest people in Poland.

One of the people--Ignacy Scszynaki--has a food and perfume
company with more than 1,000 employees. (International Herald Tribune,
8/15/86, p. 1)

Meanwhile, 18% of penasioners and 7% of workers live below Poland's
poverty line. (Ibid.)

ARTICLES NOT IN LINE WITH

CONGRESS APPROVES $100 MILLION MILITARY AID TO THE CONTRAS: WHAT DID
YOou EXPECT?

MITTERAND KNEW ABOUT THE PLAN TO SINK THE GREENPEACE SHIP

Two journalisats say that French President Mitterand approved the
bombing and sinking of a Greenpeace ship that
killed one person. LeMonde and L'Express support the conclusions.
(New York Times, B/31/86, p. 20)

CHINA TO GO T SOUTH KOREA GAMES

While police fight students, religious groupa and workers in the
streets in South Korea and the government imprisons and tortures
dissidents in a new crackdown, China has chosen to improve relations
with Seoul. (Japan Timesa, 8/17/86, p. 1}

Why?--in a word trade between the two countries has advanced to
the point where both sidea feel that relations are holding back
business. For example, there iz no direct airline connection between
the two countries.

1/15/86 MIM NOteS No. 28

UnolTicial Forum of the Maoist Internationalist Movement

New Address: MIM, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576
>pecial Issue: Prisoners’ Corresponden

. Two years ago, MIM Notes (#9) published letters from prisoners who had written
tr. Munv readers noted that this was one of the better issues of MIM Notes.
At that time, MIM Notes stated thar “MIM' s existence has been greeted with the

FINALLY, MIM NOTES NEEDS CRITICISM AND HELP

ARTICLES ARE ESPECIALLY WELCOME.
MIM POLITICS ARE OFTEN DISTRIBUTED ANYWAY AS PART OF SERVING OUR

\O
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prisoners consistently wrile in
Here MIM Notes has excerpted some correspondence from the last two years.

“We e the politcal prisoncrs of PCE(r) and GRAPO imprisoned in Carcel de Soria, Spain.

“INow, alter many hard and long strugples apunst the Tl regime, where was died by hunger sirike
our comrace Juan J, Crespa,™

—Karl Mars Commune of the Political Frisomers of the Communisy Farty of Spain (reconstituted )
and the Antilascist Groups of Oclober the First — PCE(r) and GRAPD

10 the thearctical joumnal yet 1o get off the ground—ed. |

Lciing im capeivity is a terrible adversity, bt adversitics are tests of a dmgon's loyalty,”

“I'min Lavor of the name ‘Revelutionary Prisoncrs Theorctical Review.™ Security concerns: I'm
iy favor of ce niralizing everything at post office box. There is no assurance that the joumal and its
writers wim't be artacked by the Fascist staie bocause the PO
everything that we support.

CSme prisonees have expressed ihe above conce s, and wion't respond 1o the *memorandum Lo
priscrs. These prispicrs are saving why should we Expaase cursclves o people we don 't know?

"Prisoners should allow oside cominbutions o appear in the journal, However, prisoners should
have the final say sooas 1o whon will e publizhcd in the journal,”

—A comeade in prison in the Northeast

“lam o prsoner here ot X “‘Comcctional Facility® which welle virid abowt the dilfliculty in recciving

progressive lilcriture, The fevel ol consciousness is very low here, so that your books and publications are
much oecded. However, T am indigene.

Vlense send 1) How Europe Uﬂﬂ'ﬂrdci';?fﬂped Afrtea, Walior Rodney 7) Pery: Information on (e
gl suwpple 13 Black Panthors Speak 4) T,

he Wretched of the Earth, Frantz. Fanon 5) Lenin, Whart It T
Be Done? 6) Lenin, State and Revelufion.™
Another prisonce in a different state in the Mortheast

“Thelieve in your strugele and would request 1o recejve Oft 3 contimuous basis any literature.” — A
comrade at ancther prison in (he Mortheas
“'min XX Mavimg

m Sccurity Prison, 'm lovked down . lock il in my cel| exeep 2 howrs
eviry ehicr day, * — Anotleer

connrade Irien the Nontheast, who gave 16 days of salary i Perchuse lierature.

“For several years [ have heen making contact with various arpanizntions of the leftistradicnl (as
eomparedl = il the polidcal stroctore in Be ULS.} genre, in an attempt to cstalilish ties with ot helore | am
refeed from prison, so that 1 can direct my poliical discontent in a dhirected manner on the belall of an
argmization thal feels that they could wiilize my encray and work ina CONSUOCive manner. A constroctive
et 1ome, being defined as my working in any way possible o circumyent and change the cormipt and
ncepritabbe policoal and economic structiure in the US. | 1 would be highly appreciative of your sending

e any anek all hierure that . . perining to EI Salvador, Columbia, Guatemala and Nicaragua.”
v comrade Tfrom the Midwest

“Fenjoy receiving your newsletter MIM Notes and have been lihfully reading the Setected Works
of Chairman M which you sent 2 few months ago” —Same comrade as abave

W are uniieg by o cndeavors 1o rectily our lives and oo s ve: for Justie!

mcnilinies, s cormiption. W e thicctly impoveriched. J |

Suppom thie KA o need WIMEr Snpyn brogwlening o i

growth and dovelopment, bepayee with the virious strraecms

:-}'hrr_u CORTUPion s ghe ey in curreig SUPCTIGIY we are subyeed 1o bi
— Twir comsades i g Muorihics

Let me siate immediately that on MIM Theory Mo. 2, “For the Equality of ihe Sexes and
Iiberation of Wamen by Any Moans Mocessary.” [vode yes, This article should be acecped, Women's

Cojondity amil el el -determinetion by oy means will be g key victory for any revolution based on
secuing frecdom amd huginon: |~

“I've received both copics of
comde froam the Mo lieast

“Membiers of the MIM, grectings in the streggle. 1 reccived lth' H’rﬂc{mf af the Earth and would like 11;
cxtend tiamks o you, This is o very impostant book heing that Fanoa's perccplions of th psychology of neo il :
domcstic colonialism affects amd pertaing 1o peoples of cofor where there is a while "1':"“"."1"' group m.“l et S T
subenissive proups. This is one reason why when a liberation movement ariscs oul of thiz social seiing

revolutionary nationafism will be greatly stressed. The recent military assault against the members of MOVE ".,P' ‘I
wats o hofil dh=gster, Mevethier Midwe =t comrmie

‘Pulitical Economy of Counterrevolution in Ching,” Thanks."—a
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imperialism? Well | have noticed there is a o of activity ol there <ot of ke what was hipperning in the
"6l)s and "T0s even thongh maybe nt as strong or heavy as yet . As Chairman Man has ekt us rnly
the people can prevent a nuclear war, bt i it is atready riggered by tne or the aiher ol the T R M
then the masses will have 10 turn the snjiet war inio 3 just war,
e the poople are o powerfil il all the weapans fegeeilacr

"Would it be possible fne yoin ter somd mga volime 1 oed Capind Troan Mire or Vel 15 ol Bl e
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Upholding family, property and family
property

The following is an essay to open discussion on a new issue. Ag this issue has clear divisive
potential, the reader is reminded thar MIM Notes is an unofficial forum.

As the details of the Baby M case came out, the New York Times reported that the opinion of
feminists on the case was split. Now that the court has made its decision, it seems from an article
in OFf Our Backs that feminist opinion has consolidated in favor of the natural mother Mary Beth
Whitchead, who agreed to a surrogate mother contract with William Stern, who contributed the
sperm.

On narrow grounds, New Jersey Superior Court Judge Harvey R. Sorkow ruled that the
surrogate mother must uphold the terms of the contract to sell baby M to the natural father for
$10,000. The feminist newspaper Off Our Backs criticized this ruling and argued that the
“biological mother's rghts must be protected and not be considered disposable by virtue of a piece
of paper.” (Debra Ratterman, "Whitehead vs. Sperm,” OFf Our Backs, 5/8T)

Cenainly no communist should argue that a deal is a deal and contracts under capitalism are
fair, so this argument seems a good one.

However, Off Our Backs points out that the welfare of the child is often Important in custody
battles as they currently take place in the United States. On these grounds, no one has presented a
case that Whitchead would be a better mother than Elizabeth Stern. (If anyone did, someone
would stand up for a woman's "right” not to bear children, her “right" 10 a career and a her "right”
to adopt surrogate children, )

Indeed, Elizabeth and William Stern each make six-digit salaries. Under capitalism, it would
be hard to argue that Whitehead would do better for the welfare of the child.

Certainly, Off Our Backs is right that the court decision was fundamentally class-biased, but
what else is new? Off Our Backs does not systematically develop this insight, which is in reality an
incipient critique of the family/cash nexus under capitalism. If it did, OOB would have to conclude
that neither side of this hysterical pro-family sruggle is worth supporting.

Unfortunately, the Off Our Backs position boils down to the privileged position of women in
reproduction: "A full-term pregnancy can hardly compare with a momentary ejaculation, The jud ge
lacked this insight when he described surrogate mothers as “an altemative reproduction vehicle,™
(Tbid.)

This is another principle that communists have heard before: I did the work, so I deserve the
property. Usually, workers and socialists make this argument against capitalists who claim a ri ght
to make a profit, but Off Our Backs implies that a person (baby) should be awarded as property o
the biological mother by virtue of her hard work to bear the child,

And then there were the Sterns. With millions of starving children across the globe, William
Stern wants to pay $10,000 plus court costs to obtain a child with his particular genes.

Lawyers for both sides estimate that costs will go over $250,000 each accordin g to the New
York Times.

Over in the Dark Ages, the Pope still opposes conception by any means but the old-fashioned
missionary-position method. Yet, his less extreme pro-family followers can not hel p but find the
whole Baby M case perversely pleasing. In this media spectacle, whether one takes the side of
Whitchead or Stem, one takes the pro-family, children-as-property side,

Much of the coverage given by the mass media concerned the justifications of Stern and
Whitchead for their extremist actions on behalf of their property.

Stern promised $10,000 and the cost of lawyers to obtain a child with his genes. Whitchead
threatened to kill herself and Baby M, also in the name of family, if she did not get custody.

The Sterns have broken new frontiers in reactionary thought by bringing psychiatric pseudo-
science to bear on the question of Whitehead's mothering capabilities, and hence the validity of her
property claims,

Whitehead's lawyers implied that Elizabeth Stern, who is 41, was unwillin E to mike the
necessary sacrifices of her career as a pediatrician to bear and care for a child, Lawyers disputed
that Stern’s case of multiple sclerosis was a good enough reason not to attempt to have a child of

MIM, PO Box 3576. Ann Arbor. MI 48106-3576 \OF
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her own, This argument amounted to saying that women who pursue careers are not zood
miothers.

One gets the sense that if Whitehead were in the position of the Sterns, she would do the exact
same thing. Ultimately William Stern and Mary Beth Whitehead only want the same property
rights,

¢ This is a case where the rhetoric of rights--"biological mother's rights”--has not only obscured
an issue, it has caused Off Our Backs to take an incorrect political stance. What sorely needs
critique in the Baby M case, is the selfishness of the adults seeking their very own kids with their
VEry OWN Zenes.

The ndiculous behavior of Whitehead and Stemn only proves that raising children should not be
left to individual parents, who tend to have children to fulfill their own ambitions. Children will
only be free of the quirkiness nl"thal:gfﬁwm owners when raising children is recognized as a
responsibility of society, not the family.

Ruling class worries about "left" trend in China

Ching-warchers are currently worried that the Deng Xiaoping clique may have lost state power
to a group of senior officials headed by Peng Zhen. Supposedly these officials are substantially
miore Maoist in outlook and even wear Mao suits at public functions as if to contrast themselves
their peers in Western suits.

Genuine Maoists, however, should be wary. Peng Zhen may be nominally to Deng's left, but
50 was Hua Guofeng, who arrested Mao's followers--the Gang of Four. Indeed, Peng Zhen was
the first major target of the Chinese Cultural Revelution. As mayor of Beijing, he suppressed
writings by Mao for the press (with or without the sanction of the Central Committes this author
does not know), allowed veiled criticisms of Mao in the arts and mied to sidetrack the Maoist
counterattack in academic debate before he was finally overthrown.

Also, in a rare and interesting article, Edward Gargan of the New York Times has found an
overt two-line struggle in the Chinese Communist Party. ("Mao's Home Province Proves
Stubborn,” New York Times, 5/26/87, p. 6) Apparently, Hunan officials knew that Westerner Hu
‘Yaobang was 1o lose his job as General Secretary of the party before other officials and said so in
public: "We knew Hu Yaobang was going down,' said Weng Hui, a deputy secretary general of
the Hunan provincial government..." We were not surprised because Hu Yaobang made mistakes,’
Mr. Weng said. "Hu Yaobang did not oppose those who wanted Westernization. That caused
some unpleasant things in China."™ (Ibid.)

Furthermore, "in February, Hunan party officials ordered the province to take as its “two major
tasks’ the fight against Western influence and the increase in economic production,” (Thid.)

Other Jeftist signs in Hunan are that the government is still run by the party and not just by
qualified expers; students attend political study classes and factory workers also engage in
intensive ideological work.

While the fall of Hu Yaobang marks a struggle against the Right in China, Deng Xiaoping has
just recently auacked the left. He reportedly said that the "main smuggle should be against the
leftist wrend within the party.” (Thid) Meanwhile in Hunan, "the main target in Hunan is o
educate the people to take the right path, to follow socialism,” according to Mr. Weng.

It is difficult to assess how genuine the above indications are of a resurgence of Maoism in
Chiﬂa, It may be worth the reader's while to look up this Times article themselves and stay on top
of the press.

U.5. desperately intimidates members of its bloc to support Contras

“The campaign against Mexico, Argentina, Panama, Costa Rica and Honduras suggests that
profecting contra aid was such an overriding goal of the administration thar it governed nearly all of
the United States' contacts with its neighbors in the Western Hemisphere.” (Detroit Free Press,
S/1/E7, p. 12a)

This is strong and frank talk for a mouthpiece of the bourgenisie, but clearly the press must
report the desperation of the government in its efforts to rally the US bloc against the Soviet bloc
and the Latin American peoples.

As usual, information on covert operations by the U.S. govemnment casts many previous actions
in a different light.

Minority capitalism is still peanuts
[n an article on minority entrepreneurs, the Wall Street Journal offers the statistic that minority-
owned banks have assers totalling $4.1 billion, "triple the 1976 amount--a growth rate 40% higher
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than the rate of all banks.” (3/25/87, p. 31) Of course, compared with bank assets of white
America, the minority banks have but peanuts, 5till, one should not underestimate the illusion that
even such hmited success will create. The example of Black business successes may influence
people towards imitation despite the overall statistical picture. The job of communists here is to
point out there is only such much room in the capitalist class and the success of the handful comes
at the expense of the broad masses of people.

Aquino still in bind

Although her party seems headed to winning 24 out of 25 seats in a Parliamentary election, it
appears that Marcos and Juan Ponce Enrile supporters may be enraged by not winning the role of
loyal opposition in the government. Aquino supporters reportedly hoped that former Defense
Minister Enrile would at least win his seat.

At the same time, Aquino has suddenly ordered paramilitary groups to disband. They had
become very prevalent as the right organized to fight the New People’s Army, which is semi-
Maoist in inspiration. Church leaders likened the paramilitary groups o death squads in E1
Salvador. (Los Angeles Times, 3/17/87, p. 1)

Meanwhile in an interview with the magazine Iran in Resistance, a supporter of the New
People's said that the NPA was wondering whether Aquino would tam out to be a Duarte or an
Ungo. Duarte is the liberal fascist Christian Democrat who rules El Salvador on behest of the
landlord class and U.S. imperialism. Ungo is a former member of the Salvadoran government
who now serves as political spokesperson for the rebel organization called the FMLN. Ungo and
Duarnte share much common political history, but they have ended up on different sides in the civil
War.

This line of thinking implies that E] Salvador and the Philippines require democratic, anti-
feudal revolutions and that Ungo and possibly Aquino can serve in major roles as part of that
revolution. Another somewhat conciliatory point of view would be that Ungo and Aquino are
members of the national bourgeoisie, but they cannot lead the new democratic revolution.

Currently, the NPA apparently believes that Aquino may continue to hold power in a shaky
alliance with the ultrarightist faction of landed classes and bureaucratic capitalists. On the other
nand, she may alienate her rightist allies w such an extent that she may have to ally more firmly
with the left and push for a genuine anti-feudal, bourgeois or-hew democratic revolution.

Maoists have to wonder how it is that Ungo can be the political leader of revolution in El
Salvador. Isn't his social democratic ideclogy too conciliatory o lead revolution? On the other
hand, if real power resides with the military leaders of the FMLN and not Ungo, then are these
leaders leading political work in the organization on a comect basis? Some people at MIM have
concluded not. The analysis of El Salvador and the Philippines by analogy may be a significant
line of demarcation between Maoists and the NPA. The question is how genuine the struggles in
El Salvador and the Philippines are and are they sufficient to set back imperialism and the landlord
class and at least advance the two countries to capitalist democracy,

These issues deserve further discussion.

Prisons are exploding in population and crime

Imagine a small town of less than 20,000 where in the last few weeks, a police officer and
civilian were indicted for murdering another civilian; two civilians were shot in another incident
and the state govemment just released a repont criticizing the town police for brutality. The average
of vinlent incidents is 35 per day and police officers are often guilty of drug abuse,

All this is despite a growth in the town government budget from $150 million in 1980 o $500
million today.  Even Pat Robertson would find this intolerable and say that the town should
replace its government, right?  This small town is the prison system of New York City. (Robert
Gangi, " The Jail Bomb Ticks Louder and Louder,” New York Times, 5/9/87), p. 13)

The crimes committed are by the government, perhaps benter described as organized crime.
Those crimes in the prison system not committed directly by the state are still aberted by the state,
which seems to thrive on creanng conditions for crime.

Official unemployment dips to 6.2% (New York Times, 5/9/87, p- 1)

Israel represses internal critics
Israeli police shut down the Alternative Information Center in Jerusalem for allegedly

supporting Palestinian terrorism. No evidence of armed struggle by the group was available in the
New York Times article (2/18/87. n. 6)



The police seized documents and copying machines.

The center is composed of Jews and Arabs critical of the Israeli human rights record,

At the same time, Israel banned visitors including joumalists from towns in the occupied West
Bank territory. (Ibid.)

Soviets suffer in "their Vietnam"

30,000 Soviet soldiers have reportedly died in fighting in Afghanistan. (New York Times.
2/18/87, p. 7} For those who say that the Soviets will move in where the US pulls out, we say
fet them and they'll pay the consequences of the hatred of peoples in their and-imperialist stru ggle.

Homelessness rises
The U.5. conference of Mayors reponted that homelessness increased by an average of 31% in
29 major cities.
Estimates of homelessness range from 250,000 by the Reagan administration to 3 million by
the Committee for Creative Non-Violence, (Los Angeles Times, 5/10/87, p.4)

Robert Dube was a phony
South African police recruited Robert Dube to pose as a militant student antd-apartheid leader o
infiltrate the Soweto Youth Congress and the African National Congress underground. Dube
toured the West to give speeches, Charles Mabasa and Vusi Ggoba were also police informers that
had high responsibility in the ANC. All six national leaders of the Congress of South African
students (COSAS) were informers. (Los Angeles Times, 5/6/87, p- 1)
MIM provides this information as a reminder that a certain amount of paranoia is justified.

US gets further into Gulf war

Having supplied arms and military intelligence to the participants in the Iran-Iraq war, the US
imperialists were not content. Now they want to put American flags on Kuwaiti oil ships, so that
if Iran attacks the Kuwaiti ships, it will be atacking the US flag,

There 15 an element of competition here because the Kuwaitis have already received Soviet
protection for some ships.

In addition, "Defense” Secretary Weinberger pleaded with Arab countries o allow US
military bases near the Gulf so that the US could protect shippin £ lanes. (New York Times,
5/25/87, p. 1)

Seven revolutionaries already in prison

Of the eight revolutionaries charged with sedition that MIM Notes reported on in the last issue,
seven are already in prison. The new indicments are for bombings of corporation, military and
courthouse buildings in Westchester and various other places in NY and Massachusetts,

One of the eight has been convicted for killing a New Jersey state trooper.

"The latest indictment says the defendants describe themselves as a ‘revolutionary anti-
imperialist organization’ and refer to themselves as the Sam Melville-Jonathan Jackson Unit and
the United Freedom Front "

“Sam Melville was a radical prisoner killed in the 1971 Atica prison uprising. Jonathan
Jackson was one of three San Quentin inmates killed in 1970." (New York Times, 522/87, p. 8)

As an assistant US Anomey explained in regards to the racketeering and sedition laws being
used against the defendants, "there is no restriction in the use of the statute based upon the purpose
of the enterprise.” (Ibid.) Laws passed under the guise of fighting organized crime have ended up
having far broader uses.

Having alresdy convicted the defendanis for the bombings and killing of the state wooper, the
state pressed the new charges just to link together previous convictions under new charges of
conspiracy.

Reviews:

Wur:gsléunger: Twelve Myths, by Frances Moore Lappe and Joseph Collins, Grove
Press, .

This book secks to prove that there is enough food in the world 10 end world hunger, but
poliical structures perpetuate mass starvation,

In a brief 149 pages, the authors bring potent facts to bear 1o support numerous theories of theirs
(taken from ohers) that could fill several books. For example, Lappe cites a World Bank study to



show that overpopulation results from the conditions of the poor, When the poor enjoy a secure
life, they no longer have so many children. (p.27) Another example used to criticize export-led
development is that Kenyan export income quadrupled between 1970 and 1980, but malnutrition
increased. (p. 87) Also, Lappe and Collins make an interesting feminist observation that where
women are central to the economy and enjoy reproductive rights, hunger is lower. As such,
women oppose the trend towards the cash-crop economy in their own subsistence interests. | P
90}

Ultimately though, the book does not deserve to be on the MIM literature list in this author's
opinion because it has a worked out line on capitalism and socialism. The Lappe and Collins
support a populist capitalism against landlord oligarchies. They do not oppose private property,
but anly want the peasants to be able to use the land as part of their right not to be hungry. They
do not oppose market society, but they support income redistribution so that the world's half a
billion starving people can eat, (p. 81,82)

They have praise for Nicaragua, Mandragon and China. They side with the Eritreans. They
criticize the struggle between the East and West blocs as detracting from efforts to end world
hunger. Their line on the Soviet Union is that it is a "statist” society.

Lappe and Collins consciously oppose state intervention in the market except where nEcessary
to save the market from statist revolution, They view "statism” as an "economic dogma” and they
support civil liberties as necessary to ending world hunger,

If there is such a thing as progressive capitalist revolution against feudalism anymore, Lappe
and Collins would be spokespeople for the ascendant capitalist class. On these grounds one could
argue that the book deserves MIM's support as part of the two-stage revolution still required in
parts of the Third World. Perhaps this review is only the beginning of a debate within MIM about

the book. If 50, cast this vote against distributing it.

The Revolution in South Africa: An Analysis, by Azanian Research Project, May 1986.
83pp. Send $1.50 to Boxholder, PO Box 1854, Manhattanville Sta,, NY, NY 10027,

One of the main strengths of the pamphlet is that it has the courage to instruct readers on the
differences among the various pic;!irical organizations of the oppressed Blacks in South Africa. For
example, it points out that the Pan Africanist Congress believes that South Africa has been
colomzed by white settlers; therefore, mere democratic integration of Black and white populations
as proposed by the ANC does not redress colonial injustice. On the other hand, and CORIrary to
widespread misconceptions, the PAC did recruit white and other non-African members and would
recognize whites as part of a liberated Black ruled state,

Particularly among ANC supporters, the rifts are almost a taboo subject. Also, with the
strength of the ANC abroad, one gets the impression that the ANC leads all the struggles in South
Africa. This pamphlet helps dispell this political myth.

Other strengths of the pamphlet include a brief history of the white sertler regime and
indigenous struggles against it, the economic ties to South Africa and a discussion of the failure of
reformism both in South Africa and the United States.

Ameong small objections to this pamphlet is that it has no bibliography or footnotes. Like
much revolutionary literature, it leaves readers with no way of arrivi ng at the same analysis
independently,

Politically, it does not explain why the dissolution of the South African Communist Party was
a cowardly act (p 18). One must know whether or not the party members' work contnued
covertly once the party was outlawed.

Also, the pamphlet takes a put-level Marxist-Leninist position that armed struggle is the only
wiy to power in South Africa, but it criticizes the ANC for its military srrategy without reating the
question of what is militarily possible in South Africa. People's War is of course the correct
principle, but the pamphlet does not prove that given the chance that the ANC would not take up
People’s War,

Finally, although it was written merely a year ago, it is already out-of-date thanks o the
intensity of struggle in South Africa. It is the fault of MIM Notes for not reviewing this work
earlier.  The line of the authors of the pamphlet is perhaps best described as independent
Marxist-Leninist. The sole reference to the international situation beyond criticizing Soviet
revisionism is a supportive reference to revolutions in Albania, China and Vietnam,

Direct M-L leadership of mass movements: Is is appropriate?



Concretely, it is perhaps most significant that the pamphlet calls for Marxist-Leninist leadership
of the Azanian solidarity movement in the United States. It comectly notes that the leadersiip of
the current anti-apartheid movement is liberal/reformist. ) o _

MIM's experience is that the position that there must be Manast-Leninist leadership of
solidarity movements is effectively liquidationist. MIM arose out of anti-apartheid struggles in
Cambridge first and foremost, in addition to anti-militarist and other struggles. .

It became apparent to MIM members through years of political practice that reformism hasa
natural basis of support in the United States. That means there is a material basis for reformism in
the anti-apartheid movement which can not be struggled away by revolutonaries in single-issue
groups. We found it necessary to form an independent organization to further unleash various
mass movements held back by groups with majorities favoring a go-slow, don't-alienate-anyone
approach.

pp‘ﬂm difficulty is simple to explain: Where there is no vanguard party to organize the organizers,
revolutionary leadership of single-issue groups will not magically appear. Only where outside
revolutionary pressure and influences exist will single-issue groups (and the larger mass
movements) move in a militant direction.

Moreover, the masses often resent direct tutoring by Marast-Leninists in single-issue groups.
They would like time 1o work out their own positions, but Marxis:-Leninists in such solidarity and
anti-militarist groups already know the situation, what to do about it and what urgent tactics are
required at the moment. Sections of the masses will retreat from political activity altogether while
they consider whether or not they can buy the outlook of the Marxist-Leninists in & wholesale
fashion. Many also detect that they are at an inferior level of knowledge compared with
experienced Marxist-Leninist activists, and come to consider their own effors as not worthwhile,
All these problems make for bad intra-group dynamics wherever there is a strong, nuts-and-bolts
directing role of Marxist-Leninists.

Mot to mention accusations conceming "front groups,” exploitation of single-issue groups, and
the very real tempration of right opportunism in single-issue groups, the ultimate problem is that
there is no strong vanguard party to work with even if vanous activists do respond to the
revolutionary line! It becomes only a matter of time before revolutonaries in the single-issue
group make serious ermors in handling non-revolutionanes (usually out of impatience and a definite
and somewhat legitimate sense that they know better) and suppressing the very movement they
intended to unleash! The single-issue organizers receiving Marxist-leninist tutoring will burn out
or drop out from a lack of understanding the overall political situation.

The line of the pamphlet is admirable in that it clearly advocates close knowledge of the mass
movements in the United States. It is better to make this sort of iquidationast error than to reoeat
to the irrelevance of armchair theorizing., After ail, as Mao said, practice is principle over theory,
At this point agitational and propaganda practices are principle over theoretical practices.

In many ways, the dis of MIM from its base in the mass movements of the Boston area
turned out to be a good thing, Dispersal forced MIM to find "profitable” ways of investing time
and resources outside of local mass movements. This led it to a more firmly intemational and even
national outlook.

To the extent that MIM consolidates as a party, it will be able to unleash mass movements all
the more effectively. While it consolidates an organization of organizers, MIM should never forget
its roots in the mass movements and the lessons of those experiences.

Correspondence:

Editor's note: As someone who literally refused to artend rallies in Washington, DC or
anywhere else because af all the work that needed o be done in the Cambridge area, | would like
o confess a conversion of sorts. After MIM dispersed from Cambridge, | came to learn more and
more what needed to be done nationally and internationally. Although we don't now whether or
not the following lerter is genuine and not a joke from a foreign country (because it's our first
correspondence ), lerers fike it convinced me thar there is work to be done on an internationgf as
well as local plane, Our energies and resources can not go solely to local struggles.

Dear Comrades,
I am writing to you on behalf of the above-mentioned Revolutionary Marxist-Leninist
organization—X X--which was recently established with a view to remedying the historical absence
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of any other local organization with a similar ideological orientation. We hope to publicize our
appearance on the local political scene through the publication of a declaration of principles which
will also contain all the requisite information as to our policy, both local and foreign, as approved
by our Congress.

As work upon the drafting of this declaration of principles is intended to begin shortly, we
would greatly appreciate your movement...to forward us with a coyp of your declaration of
principles or manifesto. Such a document would help us to formulate as clearly as possible our
ideclogical position and, thereby, clarify any difficulties which may arise in this regard when
drafting our aforesaid declaration of principles.

--A comrade from an incipient organization in another country

Socialist greetings comrades!

I've received MIM Notes #28, What [ need is some books, mainly on the United States. I'm
presently out of funds, so if possible send the following free of charge: 1) Black Panthers Speak.
2) Seize the Time by Bobby Seale 3) The Weatherman 4) A People's History of the United States
by Howard Zinn.

[The above books are in shonage except the Zinn book which is still in prine but expensive.
Anyone who has access to these books in damaged or used or new condition should contact MIM,
Indeed, anyone who finds bargain deals on any books on our literature list should contact MIM.
Shopping is probably not the strong point of most communists, but to provide ¢veryone who
needs them these books we really must become good book shoppers!—ed.]

I'm trying to leamn about this country's history, so those books are very important. I'm mainly
concerned with the armed struggle that took place in this country. Anything on military swrategy
will be of great help. New, used, it doesn't magter, just readable, OK? Also if you know a book
by George Jackson, I'd very much appreciate it,

Your brother in the struggle....All power to the people, by any means necessary! —A
prisoner from the Northeast

Greetings comrade,

I hope when this epistle reaches its destination it finds one remaining strong and striving for the
liberation of all oppressed people. I'ma 19 year old revolutionary of African descent being held
hostage in the state of X. Any literature sent to me will be passed around and shared with the next
brother to enlighten im to our plight and struggle. Power to the People! --A prisoner from
the Midwest

Dear MIM Distributors,

[ am writing as a poor comrade in prison needing literature to study and further my grasp of the
Eevolutionary Intemationalist Movement. [That is our old name which is still on some of our
literature, A different association has taken the name RIM, so we now call ourselves MIM—ed. ]

[ don't have any money to really get the books in your book list. The ones I desire to read are
expensive considering my difficult stay at this prison camp hell hole called XX. Do you have any
damaged or old copies of the books and papers I will list w? Also, could you send me another
list of books like the first you sent me in case | can get some money from somewhere in the fuure?

Comrades in revolutionary theory and struggle unite in Marxist-Leninist Maoist thought and
action!--another comrade from the Northeast

[Lists eleven items Ffrom the list, most of which MIM can not afford to send at the moment--
ed.]
Dear Sirs Comrades!
I'm a prisoner of USA neo-fascism in XX harassed and abused routinely so [ would enjoy
writing an article to you if possible.
Yours in the sruggle--Another comrade from the Northeast

Comrades:
I wish to thank you very much for the three books that you sent me. [Lists three books in
Spanish--ed. Also, most letters from prisoners are this polite, but communists who recognize the
duty of enabling everyone to have the weapons of Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thought need

ngulhanlks. Communists must struggle to find literature for prisoners as in the two requests
above.
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I have already begun to devour them avidl y! Please let me know if you have any more works
of this nature in spanish especially any work written by the great Chairman Mao.

I'must tell you that I was quite ignorant of dialectical materialism and do not now claim to be in
the least knowledgeable as I need to be. However, upon reading the Cinco Tesis Filosoficas de
Mao Tsetung I have already gained a greater understanding of an appreciation for it. Study, study,
and more study! That is what is required. 1 will continue to absorh this only moe and workable
philosophy and correct all of my previously erroneous ideas of life by applying these principles o
my life...and anxiously await the day of my release to the "free” world and the return to my
country, whereupon I will unite my efforts with those of the already existing group or Eroups who
espouse these same ideals. [ am convinced, now more than ever, that Marxizm-Lemimism Mao
Zedong Thought is the only correct way to live and I know that one day, as Marx said, that "what
the bourgeois capitalist produces...is his own grave...The elimination of the bourgeoisie capitalist,
and the mumph of the proletariat are equally inevitable." (Carlos Marx=El Capital)

This inevitable decline of the bourgeoisie is apparent more and more every day. So too is the
obvious victory of the proletariat. All over the world people are shaking off their shackles of
oppression and beginning to see the light--not the metaphysical light of ignorance, but the rue and
correct light of Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thought. The revisionsists of the Soviet Union
and China have temporarily set us back by their treacheries. but with continual sruggle, we can
and will be victorious once more. On to victory and freedom!

Viva el Marxismo-Leninismo Pensamiento Mao Tsetm gl

Hasta La Victoria Siempre!

Venceremos!

--"A comrade in chains" from the South
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MIM meets Korean resistance

In the past month, MIM interviewed people in South Korea on the political situation there,

Students have gained much press attention for fighting police in the streets of South Korean cities. What
surprises Martists is not that the students met repression and even death, but that the repressionwas so light.

One student and one police officer have died in the street fighting,

Indeed, the Chun regime has conceded direct presidential elections 1o the opposition. The election will be in
1988 before the Olympics,

What happened?

The external conditions were important, First, South Korea has several billion dollars invested in preparing fos
the 1988 Olympics. Yet that entire investment and the reputation of Korea would suffer if such street-fighting
continued until the Olympics. Even the mere use of tear-gas would potentially spoil the sports environment in
Seoul, the capital,

Secondly, the US Congress made noises to the effect that it would not tolerate a military solution this Gme
around.

Inside 5. Korea, MIM found widespread swdent opinion that fighting police was an sppropriate tactic “We don't
want it, but it is necessary for us to show our opinion.” Even establishment opposition politician Kim Dae Jung
had to admil that street-fighting was justified.

There was also an anti-US imperialist ferment: “We don’t want America to participate in our politics,” said one
student.

Most interesting of ail, MIM established contact with the self-proclaimed Marxist-Leninist underground which
has two organizations—the Constitutional Assembly and the Struggle Committes,

The slogans of the groups are “Down with dictatorship!™ and “Out with US imperialism!™ The poals are anii-
bourgeois dictatorship and anti-US imperialism,

The groups do not elaim to uphold Stalin or Mao, only Marx and Lenin. One member stated that Trotsky was
considered incorrect, but the membership does study the works of Mao., Nonh Korea's so-called Marxist-
Leninism (Jed by Kim I Sung) is considered a “dilemma.”

According to this underground, there is no Maoist movement in Korea, The members of this group dismiss
Mao as inappropriate for Korean conditions and argue that the theory of New Democracy is not a scientific one.

Like the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front and the New People's Army, this underground believes in focussing
on questions internal to the country and does not take stands on many intemational questions,

The underground activists did say that they believed the New People’s Army of the Philippines “is right [as in
cormect].”

According to these organizers, however, there is no landlord class in South Korea. They characterize the
formation as “dependent state monopoly capitalism

What will be the effect of direct presidential elections and the move to free speech? “The bourgeois dictatorship
will be strengthened.™

These forces have vowed o continue political struggle despite concessions from the Chun regime. Even
more moderate forces quickly recognized that the struggle with the Chun regime would continee. 2,000
students fought police after a swdent died from woands received before the Chun regime announced its
concessions. Thus, while the Chun regime is definitely trying o cool out the struggle for now, militant
elements in 5. Korea may not allor this,

Getting life for stenlihg watermelon in the People’s Republic of China

One pedlar and an unemployed person received life sentences for stealing watermelon, Another six
received 2 (o 12 years in prison.

A robbery costing farmers 14,000 yuan in watermelon (<$4,000) was the incident that led to the life
sentences,

Seven of the eight convicted supposedly had criminal records, but the China Draily did not elaborate,

“The sentences were passed in accordance with China's criminal code and the decision of the Standing
Commitiee of the NPC (legislature).” (China Daily, 41387, p. 3)

Unemployment and peddling, which is officially an occupation designed w0 alleviate unemployment
among other problems, are both up in China as a result of the capitalist social revolution.

China's maling class proves quite conscious that the lower classes have o be kept in line for capitalism 1o
survive,
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Get rich scheme kills 40 Chinese

18 new deaths in a mine in May in Hunan Province brought the wotal of people killed there 1o 40.

The previoas 22 deaths caused provincial authorities to ask an end 1o the practice of letting farmers take
material from the mine. Formerly state-run, the mine was shut down three years ago with iron bars.

Local farmers blew up the iron gate and “local officials failed to act, claiming the practice was a way to let
local people get rich.”

“Officials in Furong Township where the accident happened even profited by charging people 1o enter the
dangeroos mine. Outsiders were asked to pay five yuan (3.7 yuan=$1) and local residents, 2.5 yuan.”
(China Daily, 417787, p. 3)

China Daily goes onto report that private and small collective mining has cut back efficiency and caused
the theft of precious minerals such as gold.s 846 cases of pold smuggling and 173.5 kg of pold wmed up.
(Tbid; 61587, p. 2)

Private traders in disrepute :

412 people suffered poisoning from salt bought from private wadess in South China. (China Daily,
Beijing, &'18/87, p. 3) OF coarse, salt so traded is illegal. w1
ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂ ;ii.:dml maker also killed 24 people in Geizhou, e staie executed the trader. (China Diaily,
03 e
Unfortunately, law applied afier the fact of death does not help the victims of profit-seeking practices that
would not even exist under socialism.

Bank concentration due

US Treasary officials and Federal Reserve Chair Alan Greenspan suppoit the merzer of several American
banks. Currently, several regulations prevent this from happening,

*30 years apo the United States had 15 of the world's largest banks, Fur today only two, Citicorp and
Bank America, rank in the world's 25 biggest banks.” (China Daily, 6%/87, p. 2)

Ome treasury official said he believed larger US banks were necessar 1o compete with foreign banks in
large veniures, (Thid.)

Past issues of MIM Notes have noted the difficulties of US banks, how their profit marging have been
squeezed. 1t would be quite natural for a shekeoat 1o reduce the competition in the field and increase profits.

China: Competitive bidding and enterprise leasing next?

According to Economic Information (in China), “bidding in capital construction is a good form of
competition. . . Competition helps to promote talented people and encourages ielling the truth. The worry
that leasing enterprises (0 individuals smacks of capitalism is an outdated view.” (China Daily, &8/87)

Struggle in India

“In the worst caste-related viclence since India gained independence from Britain in 1947, Maoist peasanis
and untouchables slaughtered Raiput landlords. women and children in the villages about 130 km south of
Patna, the impoverished state of Biher, late last week” (Sowth China Moming Post, &3/87, p. 27)

Deng takes a new tack
Under Hua Guofeng, China said it would catch up with the curmrent West by the year 2000.

Lately, Deng has focussed on saying that China will only become a medium-industrial power @2050. H
5%@haﬁmwdmﬁaﬁmcmmhmﬁumn. B S
view which is circulating noss to combat a slight leftwing eddy before the fall's party congress,
dovetails nicely 'Il"l!i‘l the ".l'it'l.rs_l:ll' many young intellectnals in China: The reasoning goes like this: “The
US and Japan are rich; the Soviet Union and China are poor.  Therefore, capitalism is superior.” (Most

Chinese ;mm seem 10 think China and Russia are equally P, )
MIM asks its readers, is it rue that socialism does not demonstrate is superionty until after it
outproduoces the most advanced capitalist countries? Please write your answers.

Indications of small trend toward left form of state capitalism in China

College graduates will have o work in factories or farms before taking up government or education jobs
gf;{_?_llrng l.ni;.m{‘hnma State Education Commission. (South China Morning Post, Hong Kong,
v P
This summer students will akso supposedly take part in manual lshor,
The new policy has two purposes. One is to remind students that their privileged position is not
guaranteed if they demonstrae against the state, Secondly, the anncuncement implied that students’ views
on democracy wene out of touch with those of the common laborers,

Workers not masters in China
According w Workers” Daily, “workers' status as the *masters” has not been safeguarded.” The contract



“Agreement to cpur profits™

“Industrial enterprises in Beijing are being pushed w0 increase their profit earnings and raise funds o
improve their out-of-date equipment.... The agreements will force these enterprises [“four mijor industrial
groups”] w increase earnings year by year. They can retain 70 per cent of the profits outside the set quota.”
(China Daily, Beijing. 6/17/87, p. )

Rural prosperity in China

Peasant income grew by a real 3.2% in 1986. Bul non-productive spending rose 8.3%. . _

Non-productive spending includes traditionally bankrupting funeral and marriage ceremonies, religious
rites, jewelry and dowries, .

Housing is the second largest caregory of non-productive spending. Private rural spending on housing
grew B.6 times between 1978-85. 3.2 billion square meters of housing went up betwesn 1930-85,

With the growth in housing in recent years we can expect a wansformation of family and sexual practices
in China as more and more people find themselves living in less crowded conditions.

Perhaps less heartening is the fact that housing is eating up 670,000 acres of cultivated land a year, Also,
with the revival of Confucian burials, peasants are making graves which take up land and make mechanical
plowing impossible. ) . - : .

Emphasis on enproductive spending generally also results in a depletion of soil fertility and sodl erosion,
{China Daily, 61587, p. 4)

Aguino worries about land problem
Corazon Aquino’s cabinet has had 18-hour meetings 1o discuss how 1o implement Imdr:fmﬁﬂ far she
has not implemented any sweeping land reform, but it is spparent that she wishes to avoid semi-Maoist
revalution in the countryside. (South China Moming Post, Hong Kong, GS/87, p. 13)
- =i - - — —_—— T — .;

Citicorp sells S. Africa subsidiary to First National of S.A. (China Daily,
6/18/87, p. 8)

Students form Marx study groups
At Fudan U, Jiaotong U. and East China Normal University, small groups of students have formed o

study Marx independently. According to China Daily, stedents have often boycotted political study classes
established by the government as boring and dogmatic,

Some students cited the demonsirations Last December a5 kindling their interest in political theory and
debate.” (China Daily, &18/87, p. 4}

Unproductive work up in China

10,000, 50,000 and 80,000 people worked in advertising in China in 1981, 1984 and 1987 respectivaly.
(South China Moming Post, 6/14/87, p- 4 “Money™)

Rural housing conditions better

Between 1949 and 1985, China built housing averaging 6.36 square meters of floor space per urban

r:ridir_rn. A:mundnflﬁs,mmimﬁdmmwumdﬁjsqmmﬁmurﬂm:pme. (Ching Draily,
G187, p. 1)

Soviet enterprises to go self-sufficient

As proclaimed in previous long-range policy statements, the Polithuro of the Soviet Communist Party
;‘Iaf;%urnmdg;lmu W make all state enterprises self-sufficient by the end of the decads * {(China Daily,
s P-
Already 1,500 to 2,000 are financially self-sufficient (Ibid.) The plan is to make all units able o nm
themselves without government financing.
This implies that firms should produce what makes a profit, not what seems a political or need-bassd
priority. As Marx would have said, the Soviets are chasing exchange-value, and not producing use-values,

Deng puts together leadership group

With the political fall of General Secretary Hu Yaobang and the serious illness of Politburo standing
comimittee person Chen Yun, Deng has put together a new group of people to lead China,

The CCP will have a National Congress in the fall.

The group of five “reformists” include “Mr. Zhao Ziyang, acting party General-Secretary and Prime
Miniseer, mvi Wan Li, nm;? wamnﬂ er; Mr, Hélﬂ{!iﬁ. a party Secretariat member; Mr. Bo Yiba,
permanent vice-chairman of the Central Advi mmission; and Mr, Yang Shangkun, permanent vice.
chairman of the Central Military Emnmissiﬁfﬁ'? y b e

According 1o the South China Morning Post's Terry Cheng, the five “have succeeded in halting the swing
1o the left™ of the political elite in China

It is difficult to assess this analysis. According to Bo Y the CCP has only purged 3 members i
ll'h&fa“q-:m'l e half vdore . Wfans ibhamales -I-E'-E__. am P’ﬂ a..hls s ¥ :!'Eﬁg 5 1n

‘n‘{
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World War III continues

US buildup in Gulf largest since Vietnam

WORLD WAR III continued with last Saturday's attack of US Navy F-14 jets on
Iranian F-4 fighter-bombers, which the United States built. The US fired at least two
Sparrow missiles, but there were no hits or further hostilities reported.

Contrary to what most major papers implied, the Tranian planes were not preparing
to attack a US surveillance plane. The Iranians did not have their targeting radars on. (New
York Times, 8/12/87, p. 3, second 1o last inch in story) Instead, the US activated its
“shoot first” rgolic}r becanse “the speed of the Iranian planes, their low altitude, their
direction of flight and their refusal to acknowledge warnings from ships and aircrait all
indicated possible hostile intent.” (Ibid.)

The P-3 Orion surveillance (spy) planes that the fighters rushed to protect do not
usually P-::f:::-rrn duty in the Gulf. They may have anracted Iranian attention.

The US military has made many unusual arrangements for various kinds of
aggressions in the Gulf. In fact, the US military buildup in the Persian Gulf and now the
Gulf of Oman is the largest US military buildup since the Vietnam War.

“By early September, the military expects to have about 31 ships and smaller
vessels and more than 25,000 military personnel on duty in and near the gulf.” (Ann Arbor
News, 8/11/87, Molly Moore, “US combat buildup in gulf becomes largest since
Yietnam,” p.cl)

That force will be slightly larger than forces assembled during the Iranian hostage
crisis and the bombing attack against Libya last year,

Review of hostilities

Tronically it was the apparently accidental Iragi attack on the USS Stark that killed
37 crewmen on May 17th that the US used as a justification to start its “shoot first, ask
guestions later” policy.

The supertanker Bridgeton hit a mine on June 24th and the United States started
sweeping for mines in the Persian Gulf,

The American-operated tanker Texaco Caribbean hit a mine on Monday, August
10th, The explosion ripped a 12 foot hole below the water line and caused its il from Iran
to leak. Apparently it is common for American companies to operate ships loaded with
Iranian oil and headed for Western Europe and Japan. This ship had a Panamanian flag,
but its destination was Northwestern Europe. (Ann Arbor News, 8/11/87, p. B5)

Om August 11th, so-called Second World countries England and France announced
they would send minesweepers to the Gulf of Oman. The fact that the Texaco Caribbean
hit a mine in the Gulf of Oman indicated w these imperialists that the threat to their interests
was more widespread than originally thought. (New York Times, 8/12/87, p. 1)

On August 12th, crews from the Sultanate of Oman, the United Arab Emirates and
the US Navy found a sixth ming in the Gulf of Oman. Who is setting the mines is not
clear. Iran has offered to deploy the Iranian Navy to clear the mines, which it claims the
United States has set. (Ann Arbor News, 8/13/87, p. c1)

US imperialist concerns

Iran has set up missiles in its territory capable of hitting ships in the Gulf of Oman

and Persian Gulf. They are called Silkworms, which are part of Iran’s nearly one billion

Ve



dollar a year arms trade with China. The United States has responded by sending
surveillance planes capable of jamming the Silkwonn's aiming mechanism.

Accarding to bourgeois columnist William Safire and Charles Krauthammer the
Iranians are happy to let the United States patrol the Gulf because Trag had the naval
advantage in its war with Iran. The United States also protects Iranian oil, thereby
protecting Iranian revenues and arms purchases.

Calling the Iranians “Persians” and the Iragis and Saudis “Arabs,” Safire hopes to
fan the flames of war, which he believes the “Arabe" can win with US help. (Ann Arbor
News, 8/11/87, p. a7)

According 10 Krauthammer, who also advocates a more ovent pro-Irag tilt, the
problem with the US policy is that it forced Iraq to stop shooting, not Iran. On the other
hand, the Reagan administration claims that its policy will make clear who is the aggressor
in the Gulf while protecting US oil. (Detroit News, 8/11/87, p. 11a)

Libya and Chad at war

In what may figure into the Mideast conflagration, Chad claimed that Libya bombed
Chad for the fourth da}' in a row,

Meanwhile, “on Saturday, Chadian troops, racing across the desert in jeeps, routed
Libyan soldiers from the Aozou Strip, a I{E}mtimda band occupied by Libya since
1973." (Ann Arbor News, 8/13/87, p. ¢2) Chad claims to have killed 427 Libyan soldiers
and taken 61 prisoner, while suffering 17 dead and 54 wounded.

France has military forces in Chad that have pledged to defend against Libyan
attacks, (Ihid.)

Trade with Iran continues

While claiming (perhaps comectly) that Iran set mines in the Persian Gulf and Gulf
of Oman, the United States continees to operate oil tankers loaded with Iranian oil. Last
year, the United States imported $569 million in goods from Iran including $468.2 million
in il and oil products.

To the chagrin of the US imperialists, Iran only imported $34.1 million in goods
from the United States, not counting at least $30 million in secret weapons sales, “In pre
Khomeini days, Iran was one of America’s biggest customers in the Middle East,” moans
AP. (Ann Arbor News, B/13/87, p. ¢3)

$1 million anti-Contra campaign is a drop in the bucket

Three liberal groups—Witness for Peace, Citizen Action and Neighbor 10 Neighbor
Action—have shown an understanding of what is required to determine US policy—big
money. The groups have raised half of $1 million expected in a television and radio
campaign that targets Congressional representatives who have borderline positions on
whether or not to support aid o the Contras, who are counterrevolutionary terrorists
fighting 1o D\"l‘.‘:l'ﬂ:l.ﬂ'}iﬁ’ the Nicaraguan government. The ads will ask constituents (o phone
their Con

Still, the funds from the State Department pro-Contra publicity campaign described
in a previous issue of MIM Notes alone dwarf the liberals’ rts. This is not (0 mention
the free publicity given to every pro-Contra word of Reagan, North etc,

Who ever heard of Neighbor to Neighbor Action? This group may have good
intentions, but it does not matter much in a society where capitalists own the means of

communication. Democracy only exists for those who can afford 10 own a share of the
media.

South Korean workers take advantage of political situation

“Tens of thousands of workers at 192 companies across the country either
demonstrated or stayed off the job today, m:cmdi.ng 0 Government estimates. The unrest
has closed plants at some of the largest companies in the country and for several days
halted shipments out of Pusan, the nation's largest port.™ (New York Times, 8/12/87, p.

1)
In the last issue of MIM Notes, the lead article was on the situation that led to the
June 25th declaration of democratic reforms in South Korea,



Beyond the political sitation is the long-standing economic condition of the
proletariat in Korea, According to the US embassy, the average wage in South Korean
industry is $1.75 per hour. In addition, 5. Korean regime statistics indicate an average
work week of 57 hours. Moreover, “the pro-government Federation of Korea Labor
Unions lists average wages at less than $370 a month. Some entry-level workers in fields
such as textiles and footwear manufacturing say they eam less than $120 a month.” {Ann
Arbor News, 8/13/87, p. ell)

With these kinds of conditions the South Korean dependent bourgenisie can afford
a few days lost to strikes. Hyundai Motors settled its strike in four days, but strikes at its
suppliers have stopped its car exports for now.

According to the Chun regime, S, Korea may have lost $55 million in exports
because of strikes so far, but exports for the year should still exceed 540 billion. (Ibid.)

Since small disruptions are affordable to the dependent state capitalist class of South
Korea, the real question 18 how much further the unrest will go. And once again, the
students are demonstrating far-reaching militance despite the June 29th announcement of
democratic reform. On August 12th, 2,000 swdents joined striking workers in battles with
police in downtown Seoul.

In Kwangju, which has a history of anti-imperialist struggle, riot police injured six
people when they stormed a campus to rescue police captured by students.

While many strikes are proving short-lived, many others are starting. 33 new
strikes started on August 11th. On August 12th and 13th, at least 90 new strikes started.
“Newspapers said the closure of major industries crippled more than 1,200 smaller
suppliers dependent on them.” {Ann Arbor News, 8/13/87, p. c3; New York Times,
8/12/87) Hundreds of small companies have had to close.

South African mineworkers go on strike

The South African regime arrested 78 union officials on August 12th in what the
US press is billing as the largest “legal™ strike in 5. Africa.

On August 11th, the apartheid regime announced that it would introduce laws
against “political strikes” and “unfair action" and laws for the compensation of employers
by unions engaged in “illegal strikes.”

The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) claims to have shut down 44 out of 46
targeted coal and pold mines in part for a 30% wage increase. In contrast, “the Chamber of
Mines, which has enilaterally implemented pay raises ranging from 15 to 23 percent, says
about 230,000 of the nation’s 600,000 black miners are striking at 31 mines.” (Ann Arbor
News, 8/13/87, p. c3)

On August 12th, security guards at one mine shot rubber bullets and injured 15
people to bring the wtal of injured people 10 32, (Thid.)

Miners also killed one scab in Natal Province. (New York Times, 8/12/87, p. 5)

According to NUM, workers® wages average $165 a month. The Chamber of
Mines claims $245 a month, but in either case, the Black workers make one-fifth or less of
what white mineworkers make, (Thid; Detroit News, 8/11/87, p. 3a)

In the editor’s opinion, when MIM talks about the international proletariat, it should
meian the South Korean workers and South African Black workers, not Americans who
make 10} and 20 imes the salaries of the truly revolutionary class.

The next double i5sue of MIM Theory will discuss the issue of where to draw the
line between the proletariat and the bought-off labor aristocracy and what this means for
revolutionary strategy. (Send 60 cents.)

“Five Jackson guards fired for abusing inmate who died”

Jackson State Prison corrections officials suffocated Oscar Rowls Jr, when he
refused to strip in front of female officers on May Sth.

Nonetheless, the Jackson County prosecutor refused to push criminal charges “after
a citizen’s inguest jury concloded Rowls' death was accidental.” (Detroit News, 8/11/87,
p- 4a) The Rowls family has said it believes criminal charges are warranted.

Others disciplined besides those involved in the violence include a captain whe did
not open the cell immediately for first aid and a nurse for delaying resuscitation efforts.

Rowls was serving a life-sentence for anmed robbery. (Ibid.)
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Once again the state has perpetrated a greater crime than the one it supposedly was
gttcmping to correct.

Reagan Commerce appointee is pro-Soviet trade

Occasionally our liberal friends say that US foreign policy is motivated by Reagan’s
blindly anti-communist ideology. This theory does not wash; however, because US
imp*?{r[ia]iml is driven by the imperatives of capitalist competition, no matter who is
president,

The proof of this is that both the late-Secretary of Commerce and the new Reagan
appointee favor increased wrade with the Soviet Union. Is this pant of a sneaky effort to
gain influence over the Soviet Union?

This seems unlikely because the Soviet Union is not a one-crop, one-export country
like so many countries dependent on the United States. The United States can not hope to
do much to hurt the Soviets via trade. Surely the wheat embargo proved a nuisance, but it
did not bring the Soviets to their knees,

Indeed, o the chagrin of ideologues and Australia and the delight of farmers, it was
Reagan who ended the grain embargo.

The US impenalists see possible gains from war against the Soviet Union,
collaboration with the Soviet Union as in the suppression of the Eritrean liberation struggle
and cooperation with the Soviet Union in business matters. Right now military conflict is
principal in the US agenda, but collaboration and cooperation never completely disappear.

Why is former steel company executive C. William Verity Jr. pro-Soviet trade?
The bottom line is that he “has opposed government restrictions on doing business with
Moscow on grounds that American companies have lost at least $10 billion a year.”
(Detroit News, 8/11/87, p. 3a)

What did you expect column

Reagan to appoeint Moon supporter to UN

Former Michigan Congressperson Mark Siljander, who spoke at a recent
conference organized by Reverend Moon is Reagan's choice to serve as one of the United
States's five non-voting delegates at the UN according to Siljander.

Moderate Republicans in Michigan sent a letter to Reagan asking him to withdraw
the nomination.

Siljander lost his House seat in 1986 when he fought his opponent in the
Republican primary by asking voters to “break the back of Satan.” (Ann Arbor News,
8/13/87, p. al2)

Michiﬁan National Bank chairperson stole money
jury found the chair of Michigan National Bank guilty of ﬂ“—"ﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂi hundreds
of thousands of dollars in the words of the mass media. (Detroit News, 8/11/87)

44 Government officials accept bribes

The FBI charged 44 highway supenintendents and purchasing directors with
accepting 105 out of 106 bribes FEI agents offered through the guise of a steel ¥
salesperson. *“And on the other occasion he tomed it down becanse he didn’t think the
amount was enough,” (New York Times, 8/12/87,p. 1)

The municipal officials in the New York area accepted bribes in return for ordering
steel from the FBI agent’s fictiious company.

The FBI also charged 14 suppliers.

Under communism money will not have this kind of appeal.

Correspondence:

Reader uses literature list in library

Thank you kindly for the book and literature list and the no, 29 MIM Notes “Why
Study the Cultural Revolution?” From the book list, T have checked out (from the library)
the following titles: Global Reach (a thick one), Selected Readings from the Works of Mao
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Zedong, and Hinton's books Turning Point in China (small and easy to read) and Fanshen.
I plan to visit some larger libraries and look for the others.

[ have been studying Marxism-Leninism for about three years now, This is not
very long, and I do have much to discover. | have always been curious as to the Maoist
point-of-view. The RCP’s paper, Revolutionary Worker, is too expensive. However, [
am not a Maoist; but a Trotskyite. Neventheless, [ am not a sectarian and as [ have said, [
am interested in the Maoist point of view, even though | disagree on many points. 1am not
4« member of any party and I have not found any that 1 am 100% satisfied with.

I believe there are Maoists, Trotskyists, anarchists, and others who want a fighting
movement as opposed to the Moscow liners, the social-democrats, and other reformists, 1
hope vour effors are fruitful—for a fighting movement against the capitalist offensive!
—A reader in the South

May 9, 1987

Prisoner wants any free books having to do with Mao

I'm presently incarcerated and I'm writing to you because I'm highly interested in
learning about Mao Zedong. Therefore, I'm writing to you hoping that you can provide me
with any free books and/or literature pertaining to this great man,

Any material that you are able to send me in order 1w further my knowledge of him
will be greatly appreciated.
—A writer from the Northeast

July 24, 1987
[MIM sent The Political Econonty of Counterrevolution in China: 1976-83 and Quotations
from Chairman Mao, ed.]

Writer wants our literature on Philippines; upholds pacifism

| want to thank you for the information packet you recently sent me—the Founding
Documents of the MIM.

After reading the material, I can say that I am in agreement with many of the points
expressed. [ too am anti-apartheid, anti-nuke, anti-racist and against the US foreign policy
in Central America. For that matter I am opposed w US foreign policy in general, It seems
that the US has a knack for backing dictators. I am a Filipino-American and having been
born and raised in the Philippines T know first hand how the US backed a corrupt dictator
named Marcos for many years, . ..

T understand the thinking of replacing the system of government, but [ am left
wondering if you advocate the overthrow of the government by peaceful or violent means.
I am of the belief as was Martin Luther King, that nonviolent means are the best methods to
use to gain the most sympathy for a cause.

—A friend from the South
July 27, 1987

[Editor’s note:

MIM Notes has reported on events in the Philippines, but currently our literature list
does not carry anything on the Philippines. Our last list contained a declaration dated 1984,
but since then no one has reviewed any revolutionary literature on the Philippines.
Hopefully, our readers will take up this 1ask soon.

As for nonviolence, MIM officially upholds Mao Zedong so of course it upholds
armed revolution as a necessity in ending the world wars wrought by imperialism;
alﬂmuigh. the editor admits he has not read any of what Mao had to say about the United
States’s possibilities of revolution,

In any case, pacifists who direct their energies against US militarism and
imperialism are certainly our allies. The problem only comes up when imperialists use
violence to repress peoples across the world and the pacifist counsels nonviolence. As
Malcolm X used to say, if you can convince the government to be pacifist, we’ll be pacifist
in return.

For a critique of pacifism as petty-bourgeois ideology, see Christopher Caudwell’s
Studies and Further Studies in a Dying Culture, available from MIM for $5.]



Feminist comrade writes on Baby M case

Your issue #30 of MIM Notes was most interesting, in particular, the Mary Beth
Whitehead case as interpreted by Off Our Backs. Since I also publish a feminist
newslener, and since | have sent for and read a sample issue of the latter Off Our Backs, I
would like to comment on both.

Firstly, although it is advertised as primarily concerned with women over forty, 1
found that the issue | read seemed primarily concerned with Lesbianism.

Further, I would like to add here my editorial comment on the Whitehead case with
this article which will come out in the spring "87 issue.

“I'he Baby M Case—has generated much publicity and is a prime example of how
nul_ll‘ high tech lives now make medical and legal professions rich and bring tragedy to
others.

We shall not go into the legal technicalities nor the morality nor ethics of mothering
a child for profit, or as Ms. Whitehead said, “To do something nice for someone.” (To
which we might add, was it doing something nice for the child?)

In our own heretical opinion, we might best let nature take its course and stop
meddling in an already messed up world. Medical intervention might best be left out of
procreafon.

However, since it is done, we do wish to comment on the selection of
caregivers/parents for the baby. From the beginning, we felt that Ms, Whitehead was not
the most emotionally stable person in the case. The prime example of this was her reported
and acknowledged threat on the telephone to kill both herself and the baby. This she lightly
glossed over in a TV interview during the week of March 30, 1987, The televised
interview with her afier the judge awarded custody to the Stems, was the clincher for me.
She appeared to be the least qualified parent as to emotional stability, ethics, morals, and
concem for the child. She came across to us as engaging in maudlin sentimentality, and
kept emphasizing the family theme in that she and her family would be deprived, and the
biological connecton between her and Baby M.

I was not impressed with her sincerity or concem for the baby herself. This writer
has been a child wellare librarian for ten years, a teacher for thirteen and has read in the
fields of psyc:hcrlng;y and psychiary for 35 years. We are convinced that the judge made
the right decision for the gah:r', a certain radical feminist element notwithstanding.

The newspapers put in quotes the term *narcissistic disorders’ used by a courtroom
psychologist as though this were some fancy, contrived term. It is not; there are very
serious implications of the narcissistic disorders; they are very real, and create havoc with
those who live with patients with these disorders.

We would hope to see some legislation prohibiting the sale of babies in this fashion
in the near future. No matter what other name it goes by, it is a form of slavery. Slavery,
you may recall, is a profit-making venture on the backs of other human beings. There
should be no “contracts’ to bear a child for others. The human race seems to have enough
brains to screw us up, but not encugh to straighten us out again.”

In my opinion Mao Zedong had the right idea about professional profiteering and
thetr place in the culture—that they should take their rn at hoeing the potatoes. the
professional in our society make top dollar and most often do more harm than good. Long
live the revolution and the Red Guards! This is a case in point,

—A comrade

Florida Womans World
PO Box 28253

Kenneth City Contract Sta.
St. Petersburg, FL 33709
|Editor’s note:

The MIM literature list in its updated form includes the address for Off Our Backs
along with subscription information and MIM's recommendation.

Although we look forward to the day when MIM Notes gets on top of all the
struggles that communists must support, for now itisailmfnam to take the Marxist
approach of working with the best of what is at hand and not waiting for perfect revolution
to fall on the silver platter. In this spirit, MIM comrades must admit that Off Our Backs
does a better job than MIM on many issves regarding women's liberation, if only because



MIM itself is too limited and is not involved in all the struggles. Off Our Backs is an
extensive, if not exhanstive effort to cover all the news bearing on women's liberation in a
month. Its non-sectarian approach (e. E-, listing addresses of various feminist groups) is
also especially helpful since no one group is really doing the all-round job required on
women's liberation. )

Available for the first time from MIM!
Labor Aristocracy: Mass Base of Social Democracy

In his great classic, Imperialism: the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Lenin
described the labor aristocracy of that time as a “tiny minority of the working class.”
Ever since, without relating current statistics to Lenin’s guidelines, the world Left,
especially in the West, has continued mouthing: “The labour aristocracy is a tiny
minority of the working class.”

This book undertakes to apply official U.S. and other data to the criteria for a
labor aristocracy which Lenin set forth in his “Preface to the German and French
editions” of the cited source. Supported by a resultin § 43 statistical tables, it proves
that, today, the entire working class of the West constitutes a labor aristocracy on a
world scale; that its former “crumbs” from the capitalists” table have, due to the
escalation of imperialism's parasitism, augmented greatly; that the labor aristocracy’s
acceptance of this kickback, which Lenin called “imperialist bribery,” has created for
them in the West a “Way of Life” such that a serious internal contradiction now
exists within the international proletariat: the one between workers in the West and
those of the “Third World;” that Social Democracy is and always has been the
political mouthpiece of the labor aristocracy; and that the Least Common
Denominator of Social Democracy is racism.

The author contends that, if not seriously studied and fought against, this
internal contradiction can and will harden, if it hasn't already, into an antagonistic
one within the international working class, in a world of which the imperialist
section is now ruled by transnational corporations rather than by nations, as in
Lenin's day. If such a political sclerosis is allowed to set, it can only postpone further
the arrival of the necessary “final conflict” (from the back cover)

H.W. Edwards, Stockholm, Sweden, 1978, 430 pp.
$8 cash, postal money order or write to make arrangements.

Also for the first time!

The Capitalist Roaders Are Still on the
Capitalist Road (1977)

In October 1976 revisionists in China launched a successful counterrevolution
to establish Soviet-style state capitalism where socialism had previously existed.
Within months, some comrades based in Colorado using the telescope and
microscope of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought realized what had
happened and exposed it as a counterrevolution,
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Meanwhile, in the United States, the formerly Maoist October
League/Communist Party Marxist-Leninist bought the new Chinese line hook line
and sinker and proceeded to intimidate opponents who criticized China‘s new
leaders. At the same time, the supposedly Maoist Revolutionary Communist Party
flailed about for some time. Internal party struggles, or was it opportunism, kept the
RCP from helping to resolve confusion in the international communist movement.
Te this day, at least some RCP members try to keep the existence of this book buried,
as if to say it was not important to clear up the confusion in 1976 or even 1977!

The strength of this book despite its timeliness for 1977 is its excerpting of the
best theoretical statements of the Chinese Communist Party on why there was a
possibility of counterrevolution as did in fact happen in 1976.

During the Cultural Revolution the CCP argued that it was possible that China
would become social-imperialist or a mere dependent capitalist country if it suffered
capitalist counterrevolution. The book also excerpts materials indicating a historical
conflict within various branches of the government that served as a material basis
for the new bourgeoisie. Indeed, all the major theoretical contributions of the
Shanghai School of Political Economy are to be found excerpted in this volume.
Approx. 130 pp. $4 cash, postal money order or write to make arrangements.

Back issue MIM Notes #23, 4/28/86
on the bombing of Libya 60 cents!

In this spedial joint MIM Notes #23/MIM Theory #4 MIM exposes the
bombing of Libya and goes on to connect that bombing with various theories
of social change: Where were the Democrats? Where were the Soviets?
What did the so-called Second World do? Find out the facts in MIM Notes,

Appropriately, MIM Theory #4 offidally delivered a conclusion, shall
we say heresy, that MIM comrades had had for some time—that the world
war had already started. Unlike all other parties out there, MIM boldly rips
away at the social-chauvinist thinking that World War Il isn't here until the
white boys go to war.

For those who realize that the bombing of Libya, the invasion of
Grenada, the aggression in Lebanon and now the maneuvers in the Gulf
mean that the international proletariat has precious little time to stop the
current World War 111 before it intensifies militarily, this back issue is a must.
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US bombs Iran,
Kills fishers in Gulf

"US warships sank two Iranian oil
platforms and Navy commandos raided
another in the Persian Gulf on Monday in
retaliation for a missile attack on a U.S.-
registered oil tanker.” (Detroit Free Press,
10/20/87, p. 1)

“The Reagan administration announced
Monday [10/19/87] morning that four U.S.
d:su'p}rcm had fired 1,000 rounds from their
five-inch guns on two pladforms of an Iranian
oil facility in intemnational waters.” (Tbid.)

‘The United States justified the artack with
references to Iranian attacks on US bloc
shipping in the Gulf and the reputed role of
the oil platforms as a military base.On
October 15, Iran hit the “the Sungari, an
American-owned tanker flying the Liberian
flag” with a missile. Om October 16th, Iran
hit “the Sea Isle City, a Kuwaiti-owned
tanker flying the American flag.” (New York
Times, 10/23/87.p. T)

Previously, US helicopters had atacked
three Iranian speedboats on October 8th.

The most recent incident as MIM Notes

5 to press indicates what the US means by
its literal “shoot first” policy in the Gulf, The
US navy fired machine guns on three Arab
fishing boats in the Persian Gulf and killed an
!‘ndian fisher, Bekwan Kangee on November
~ The United States states that it is making
international waters in the Gulf safe for use
against Iranian and Iraqi attack.

After the US a sion, Iran attacked
Kuwait's main offshore oil terminal and
caused it serious damage on October 22nd,

(Ibid.) Iran considers Kuwair its enemy in
the war with Irag.

By MC5 and MC9%9

Democrats support President

The Democratic Party as a whole
supported the bombing of Iran. The most-
quoted Democrat prior to the bombing was
Senator Sam Nunn, the chair of the Armed
Service Commuttee: “The Iranians should be
aware that if they do use those missiles in a
way that jeopardizes American ships, they are
subjecting themselves to possible and
probable retaliation.” (New York Times,
10/17/87, p. 4)

Although the press focussed on the
reaction of moderate and conservative
Democrats, those considered more liberal
also supponed the bombing.

Senator Edward Kennedy's office (D-
MA) told MIM that he “supported the
President's action and thought it was
appropriate.” Senator Alan Cranston’s office
had this to say: “the Senator has not given a
positon. . . no senator criticized the anack.”

Presidential candidate Michael Dukakis,
the governor of Massachuseus “supports the
president. . . when vessels are fired on we
should be able to retaliate.” He added that the
Gulf needs “a multlateral UN force. . . 1o
maintain , accomding to his office.

Senator Paul Simon (D-IL) had a lengthy
statement prepared in support of the
bombing: “Destruction of the oil platform
scems to be a measured response given the
circumstances in which we find ourselves in
the Persian Gulf. An appropriate response
was necessary. But this clear exchange of
hostihities is added cause for invoking the
War Powers Act. We were left with no
choice but a military response which is why I
have expressed concern about the reflagging



effort from the beginning. We need to
protect the freedom of the seas in the Gulf,
but it should not be unilateral. We need the
help of other nations.” Sothe most Bheral whie
presidential candidate admits that even if he
were in office, he would be “left with no
choice but a military response.” Indeed, his
call for the involvement of other nations 1s
ominous and indicates on what scale the
problem in the Gulf 1s.
Jesse Jackson

Jesse Jackson, in the opinion of this
author, is the Democrat, who because he
seems promising to progressive people, is the
most valuable in co-opting people into the
Democratic Party. Indeed, numerous

supposedly Marxist-Leninist ups have

dissolved because of the hope they found in

Jackson’s campaign. These activists want 1o

be among the rainbow communities 50 as o
ull people into radical politics, whether
ackson fails or succeeds.

More than one organizer for Jesse
Jackson has admitted to MIM that Jackson is
opportunist. These same organizers say that
they are able to campaign for Jackson on the
basis of any platform they choose.

According to Jackson's Washington and
Chicago offices, however, Jackson has only
one stand on the Persian Gulf. Jackson
s-upFortncl the oil platform bombing calling it
a “tactical, surgical strike within the
boundaries of iniermational law."”

TheWar Powers Act is moot

According to Senate Majority Leader
Robert Byrd (D-W.VA), “the U.S.
response, was minimal and appropriate.”
(Detroit Free Press, 10/20/87, p. 5a)
Likewise, House Speaker Jim Wright (D-
TX), “it was necessary to make a
demonstration that the Iranians cannot
willfuly and at their whim attack U.S. vesscls
without expecting measured retaliation.”
{Ibid.)

So popular was the move with Democrats
that the call 1o invoke the War Powers Act
ok on a different meaning than that wished
by some naive liberals, The Democrats
supported the invocation of the War Powers
Act so that Reagan could prove the public
fully supported the war against Iran.

A key example of this was that of former-
president Carter: “Mr. Carter said that
Congress would probably not overrule the
President’s policy if the War Powers
Resclution were invoked, and that doing s0
would ‘help alleviate the worldwide belief’
that Congress overwhelmingly disapproves
of the current naval buildup in the Persian
Gulf.” (New York Times, 10/17/87, p. 4)

2

On Wednesday, October 21s5t, the
Senate voted to call on the President o issue
a report on hostilites on the Gulf and give the
Senate 30 days to respond. The Senate did
not call on the president to uphold the War
Powers Act. The bill has no teeth and even
some Democrats thnu%ht it was “mishmash."”
{Detroit Free Press, 10/22/87, p. 1D

Pentagon selects, provides for
journalists to report Gulf war

In July Marines aimed machine guns at a
chartered boat of journalists who attempted ©
cover the progress of US-escorted tankers
tgi{uugh the Gulf. The journalists involved
left.

The Pentagon only allows 10 people from
the press to cover the Gulf military actions.
The Pentagon determines when it is safe (by
its standards) for the 10 people to release the
EWs Teports.

The 10 reporters maveled in two groups
of five on the cruiser Fox and the destroyer
Kidd.

The first reports from actual action in the
Gulf were allowed through by “Defense
Secretary” Caspar W. Weinberger. He
“‘immediately approved’ the release of the
first pool dispatch once it arrived at the
Pentagon, Sims [Pentagon spokesperson]
said.” (Los Angeles Times, 7/22/87, p. 10)

According to one of the AP riers,
Tim Ahern, however, the military did in fact
censor reports from the ships. In the first
place, the first reports from the Gulf were
held by the Pentagon for three days: "It
wasn't until days later that we found out that
those reports had been held back at the
Pentagon, supposedly because they breached
operational security by reporting about future
mili events. [ didn't think that was so,
nor did any of the other reporters, but we
didn’t have much avenue of appeal aboard the
ships." (Washington Journalism Review,
10/87, p. 17)

Later buried in the story, Ahern also
admits that the Navy changed his stories.
Captain David Yonkers of the Persian Gulf
Flotilla changed at least two aspects of
Ahern’s stories. “The first concerned a
reference to beer drinking, which Yonkers
eliminated because he said it wouldn't look
good to readers back in the United States if
they knew Navy officers had been drinking
during such an important mission.”

“The second occasion came on July 23,
when [ wrote a piece about the upcoming last
day of the convoy. I detailed how and when
we were going to pass Farsi Island. . . .
Y onkers objected to putting specifics into the
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story, so we fudged the details and then sent
the story.” (Thid.)

These facts appear buried in Ahern’s
story about his trip to the Gulf. Ahem has no
major criticisms of the system which let him,
along with 9 other people from major
capitalist syndicates, be the first to repont
from the Gulf.

Those who can obtain the Washington
Journalism Review of October 1987 should
do so to read how intimate the relationship is
between the US government and the media:
The media has no problem when the
government E;:ks the select number of
journalists who it wants for its missions,
decides when the reporters can reporn or
participate, changes their stories and limits
their travel except within the military boats
themselves.

Ships hit by Iran were not
in international waters

The two tankers that [ran hit with Chinese
Silkworm missiles on October 15th and 16th
were in Kuwaiti waters. The United States is
claiming to protect international shipping
lanes in the Persian Gulf, but its retaliation
against Iran for the destruction of Kuwaiti
ships indicates that Kuwait is linle more than
a protectorate of the United States.
(Indianapolis Star, 10/17/87, p. ad; Los
Angeles Times, 10/17/87, p. 1)

“The tiny emirate of Kuwait has become a
prime target for Iranian retaliatory strikes
largely because it provides financial
assistance to Irag and allows war materiel o
pass through its ports en route to Irag.” (Los
Angeles Times, 10/16/87, p. 6) Kuwait 15
“contributing billions of dollars and allowing
Iraqgi military supplies through its ports.”
{New York Times, 10V23/87,p. T)

The United States govermment had
admitted that Iranian attacks on Kowait are
not US business. (New York Times, “U.S.
Calls Latest Iran Raid An Issue for Kuwait
Alone," p. T)

Shipping and oil capitalists
pushed for retaliation
“*If one of these vessels [US controlled
vessels without the US flag—ed.| were being
attacked, we would like to see the United
States authorized to intervene and stop the
attack,” said Thomas 5. Wyman, director of

governmental and public affairs for Chevron,
the San Francisco oil giant.” (Los Angeles
Times, 1O/17/87, p. 12)

Wyman went on to say that it should not
martter what flag is on a ship in the Gulf. The
United States should protect its “vital
interest” in the Gulf.

Chevron only sends three or four tankers
to the Gulf each month, but it spoke for a
number of oil shippers in its lobbying of the
Rca%an administranon.

hevron pointed out that 40% of US
controlled oil shipped to the US from the
Gulf does not travel in US registered ships.
Thid.)
{ Also supporting the reflagging is the US
Mideast Force. Perhaps seeking glory,
ton or greater resources, Rear Adm.
arold Bemsen has asked for permission to
attack Iranian gunboats “‘stalking civilian oil
tankers.”” (St Petersburg Times, 10/16/87,
p. 16a)

Press bias is obviously
against Iranians

The New York Times (10/20/87) wrote
stories about the bombing of Iran that totalled
more than 100 inches in length. Almost all of
the coverage was based on the comments of
the U.S. government or shipping executives,

Below, MIM Notes quotes all the Iranian
reactions that the New York Times found fit

I print:

“At the United Nations, an [ranian
delegate said “several innocent people” had
been killed in the attack, but the asserton
could not be confirmed.” (p. 1)

“Before the shelling began, the
Iranian installation was wa.medl b]l'_l'ﬂdiﬂ
MEeEsSSAECS that an attack was i1mmnent,
Receipt of the message was acknowledged,
and Iranians were seen leaving the platform
in a small boat, according to the Secretary.”
[This is a second-hand report of the
Iranians’s reaction as relayed I?&' the U.5.
Secretary of Defense, Caspar W. Weinberger
to the New York Times, ed.] (p. 6)

“Iran vowed today to deliver a
“crushing blow" against the United States in
revenge for the raids on its offshore
platforms in the Persian Gulf.

“We're sending so much over there that
the water level of the gulf is going to go up
rwo or three inches when it's all done.”— i
Reagan administration official. i



“The United States has entered a
swamp from which it can in no way get out
safely,” said the director of Iran's War
Information Office, Kamal Kharrazi. He said
Washington was now embroiled in a full-
fledged war with [ran.

“The remarks, released by the official
Iranian press agency, were the first Iranian
reaction to the raids on the platforms, which
the United States said were used as radar and
speedboat bases for preying on shipping.

“[At the United Nations, Iran's
envoy, Said Rajaie Khorassani, described the
target of the attack as an *oil terminal”
without military significance and said
“several innocent people were killed.” He
acknowledged his country was behind the
missile attacks against two ships in Kowair
waters last week, but called the action a
justified measures (sic.) against a nation
supporting Iraq in its war with Iran. One
ship was Kuwaiti-owned but registered in the
United States; the other was Amercan-owned
and registered in Liberia.]”

The Iranians got one-half inch on page
one out of seven and one-half inches. Three-
quarters of an inch for the second-hand U.S.
government report of the Iranian reaction
appeared on page six. Then on the last page
of coverage of the bombing in the New York
Times, Iran got a whopping four inches. (p.
8) Meanwhile, Britain's reaction also
received three inches on the same page. All
together, Iran had its views explained or
quoted for a total of five and one-quarter
inches. The next day contained no coverage,
50 it was not the case that the New York
Times did not have the time to repon more of
i L -

‘While the New York Times is the best
major newspaper in the United States, it is
still a crude mouthpiece for the Pentagon,
sl'fi;]}ping executives and various Reagan
othicials,

History — a review of hostilities

The bombing of the Iranian oil platform
was not an isolated military act on the United
States' part. On October Bth, US helicopters
attacked and sank between one and three
[ranian gunboats in the Persian Gulf. The
two sides dispute who fired first. (Los
Angeles Times, 10/10/87, p. 8)

The last issue of MIM Notes neglected to

mention an important conflict between Saudi
Arahia and Tran that the imperialists are trying
to enflame—the Arab vs. Persian conflict.
. Friday, July 31st, at least 402 pecple died
in Mecca when Saudi Arabian police fired on
Iranian demonstrators. Mecca is an Islamic
holy city in Sandi Arabia. At least 275 of the
dead were Iranians. (The Plain Dealer,
B/4/87, p. 2a)

After the riot, Iran called for the
overthrow of the Saudi government for the
first time. (Los Angeles Times, B/3/37,p. 1)

I Ehfq: is also more mjinformah tion in on the
role Soviet economic mili competition
had in driving the U.?.Winm Gulf
intervention. In April, Kuwait made an
agreement with the Soviet Union “to lease
three small tankers from the Soviet Union,
which will provide a naval escort to and from
Kuwaiti ports.” (The Plain Dealer,
Cleveland, p. 5a)

Indeed, the US attempt to have all the
states of the Middle East as its dependents
figures into the Kuwaiti request for US
military escort in the Persian Gulf, Having
heard that the United States is supplying Iran
in its war with Irag, Kuwait decided to “test”
the US commitment to protecting the
"moderate gulf states” ?rum “Iranian
?[g'::g_:an.;sim" according o a Kuwait official.

id.

In reality, as of October 16, 1987 Iraq
had attacked 258 commercial ships, while
Iran had anacked 142, (The Indianapolis
Star, 10/17/87, p. 23)

Iranian miliitary actions are partly
response to {JS provocations
In the past, Iran has indicated that its
acnons in the Persian Gulf are at least partly
responses to the US military force there, “As
long as there are foreign forces in the gulf, it
IS quite natural to use such means to block
approaches,” said Iran's Kamal Kharazi of
the Supreme Defense Council.
Iran, however, has denied responsibility
for mines that have caused the destruction of
varnous tankers in the Gulf, Some evidence



for this is that Iranian oil has spilled as a
result of the mine attacks,

Iran claims that both the United States
and [raq are also using mines in the Persian
Gulf. Even if Iran is the only country putting
in the mines, it is not in the franians’ interests

to blow up their own oil, unless there is a

lérgl‘gr threat such as the United States in the
ulf,

Iran also claims not to want to block free
navigation in the Gulf, but it has said that the
US “is trying to find justification for its

resence” in the Gulf. (Los Angeles Times,

1/87)

US punishes China for arms

trade with Iran

Despite the fact that no one has gone 10
jail yet for the [ran-contra scam, the US has
imposed a hiﬂ:t:ch embargo to China
II::l:cause China has sold Silkworm missiles to
ran.

Meanwhile, the US is preparing finally 1o
put a ban on Iranian imports including oil. It
will also act o cut exports to Iran that
could be useful to terrorists. Of course, in
perfectly hypocritical order, the US will act
against China first: “the trade curb. . . was
imposed as President Reagan was poised to
announce 4 ban on most rade with Iran. . .
Chl and other imports would be cut off, as
well as exports of all goods that could even
be vaguely useful to terrorist groups.” (New
York Times, 10/23/87, p. 1)

Typically, China has denied arms sales to
Iran, as it has denied most controversial arms
sales before, including nuclear sales to South
Afnica. According to the US, the US showed
China photographs of China's shigs'ing the
arms to Iran, but China still denied the sales.

Il[t‘ this high-tech embargo has any teeth, it
will be an interesting test of the government
in China. Is the Chlﬁm govVeInment a mene
lackey of US imperialism? Certainly, the US
role in the Chinese economy has become
much more important since 1976, but is it big
enough so that the US can make China act as
a dependent vassal? The actions of the US
seem to indicate that the US considers China
a dependent state, not a partner in imperial-
ism.

China continues to learn from

the West
~ “In one of the worst environmental
disasters on record in China, an estimated
20,000 people were poisoned when a
fertilizer factory dumped toxic chemicals into
a nver and contaminated the source of water
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for thousands of people.” (Los Angeles
Times, 3/21/87, p. 1) g : .

“*The leaders of the chemical factory did
not take immediate measures to stop the
contnuing contaminaton.'” Apparently, the
clean-up project was stll unfinished in
March; even though, the disaster took place
on January 2nd.

“*When you do not pay attention to
environmental ection, but only go after
developing uction, production cannot be
developed, and even more impornantly, a
higher price will have to be paid
economically, and this is very harmful 1o the
masses,”” said Environmental News in
China. (Ibid., p. 10)

Confucius makes open
comeback
in China
Scholars met in China to discuss
Confucius at the end of August and the
beginning of September. Contrary to The
Sun's article on the conference, however,
this is certainly not the first discussion of
Confucius in China’s history since 1949,
During the Cultural Revolution, the Gang
of Four led discussions and rallies across the
country to criticize Confucius. (The Sun,
97387, p. 22a)

Cai Shangsi, a professor at Fudan
University, said that Confucius represented
old ideas that needed to be conquered. He
also reportedly said “another cultural
revolution™ would be needed. A colleague,
in defending Cai's views against a Columbia
University ssor, said, however, that Cai
was not referring to the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution. MIM is not able to
assess this information, whether or not Cai
really desires the uprootng of reactionary
ideas.

China goes to pure private
farming

Since the counterrevolution after Mao's
death, the Chinese state capitalists have had
China's peasants engage in quasi-private
farming. In that farming the state has
assigned families plots of land for their use.
There were only two restrictions—that the
family sell a certain minimum of its product
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to the state and that the family not sell the
land it was on.

Now, the Chinese state capitalists are
going to allow peasants to buy and sell their
‘and. That is o say, a family can mansfer its
plot to someone else. (Ann Arbor News,
10/26/87, p. c1)

Farming in China is hence capitalist in the
sense of private capitalist. Many so-called
leftists in the United States have said that
capitalism only exists where there is private
property. Well, now even by their own
standards, China is capitalist.

How Deng learns from the West;
Going for Western plastic
surgery

With the disgusting aping of everything
Western in China these days, the latest trend
i eyelid operations. A surgery procedure
costing between one-fifth to one month’s
salary of an average worker makes Chinese
eyes appear less slanted and more Westem.

Other operations give Chinese people
larger noses and breasts. Breast operations
cost between two and three years’ salary.
We can only hope that the prohibitive costs
will prevent people from having them.

Even skin creams for lighter complexions
are reportedly popular. (New York Times,
4/30/87, p. 17)

While it is unavoidable in this author’s
opinion, that human bodies will become
increasingly synthetic as science advances,
the operations that the counterrevolution in
China is promoting are not for the health of
the patient. On the contrary, the operations
contribute to the mental subjugation of the
Chinese people 10 Western ideals of beauty
and fashion.

More evidence of the left eddy

in China last summer

In mid-August, 5,000 citizen volunteers
helped put 300 street pedlars out of business
in Beijing. The pedlars were accused of
speculation, swindling and tax evasion.
(Christian Science Monitor, 824/87,p. T)

In Guangzhou, hundreds of other pedlars
had the same fate, (Ibid.)
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Prison inmates in Ohio seek

to join IWW

The Industrial Workers of the World
(IWW) claim that over 400 inmates in Ohio
have sent cards in requesting umion
membership.

Inmates in Ohio make road signs, license
plates and furniture and grow vegetables for
the penal system, but they are only allowed to
make $£24 a month.

Apparently, prison officials have blocked

organizing in various ways. The
officials claim that the TWW represents a
threat to the health and safety of the
prisoners. (The Plain Dealer, 8/4/87, p. d1,
d7)

“Defense” increasingly
dominates academic research
spending

The "Department of Defense™ claims to
only fund $930 million in research at
universities in the United States, but that
figure is twice what it was ten years ago by
the DOD's own figures, (Los Angeles
Times, 4/12/87, p. 32)

By MC Zero and MCS5
LA Times review criticizes
‘Platoon’ from Latino point of
view

According to Gregg Barrios, Platoon is a
movie without any believable or significant
Latino characters. Yet, statistics show that
Mexican-Americans constituted 10% of the
population of the Southwest during Vietmam
but 19.4% of the Vietnam War casualties.

In 1965, Blacks suffered 23.5% of the
combat deaths in the Army while serving as
only 10% of the armed forces in Viemam.
gi.us Angeles Times, Calendar, 4/19/87, p.

At the same time, Platoon was praised for
localizing the Vietnam war for the folks at
home. Holding up one white boy who
choose to enlist for macho reasons instead of
resist at home in no way forces the issue.
Amerika still refuses to admir total defeat or
acknowledge the Vietnamese government.
Natorally, the US is still completely
unsympathetic toward the Vietnamese efforts
to stop Paul Pot's genocide.
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Stock market crash
reveals parasitic
nature of economy

How is it possible that the stock market
could fall 22.6% in one day? (New York
Times, 10/20/87, p. 1) Since August 25th,
the Dow Jones index of stock prices fell
?-Eiﬁé.

tocks are supposedly the deeds to
the means of production in lhﬁpl?ﬁtﬂ.‘l States.
Just as there are ownership forms for cars
and houses, there are ownership papers for
the factories, machines and everything else
corporations need to e.

Yet, the fall of 36% in the average prices
of stock shares does not mean that something
destroyed 36% of the factories, machines and
other means of production in the United
States! No, the actual property is stll there,

What has changed so much is the
perception of the monetary value of the
stocks. Under capitalism, everything is
expressed in monetary terms. A share of
stock does not refer to a particular building or
a particular machine, Rather, a share is really
a deed for some fraction of a company's
value.

It is up to the market to determine what
the monetary value of a share of stock is.
This is an inherently speculative activity.
There is no right or wrong answer as to the
value of a stock in monetary terms.

In addition, there are good reasons why
the monetary value of a stock should change.
For instance, if an incompetent management
takes over a plant, the machinery and
buildings can become as good as useless. If
management can 't produce anything with its
machinery, then that machinery is worthless,
This is one of the real reasons for merger
mania,

When a capitalist such as T. Boone
Pickens finds a poorly run company, he can
offer the company's shareholders a higher
price for their stock. Pickens would say,
“look with your assers, we could make a lot
more profit; that's why I want to buy your
stock and get rid of the old management.™ So
the price of a stock depends partally on the
competence of the company's management,
and that competence is measured in terms of

profit generated.

When, the whole stock market fell 36%,
however, it did not mean that managers
suddenly increased their incompetence.
Indeed, the capitalists themselves do not
claim that there is a real reason that could
explain this: *We don"t know how 1o
interpret it, and we don’t think anyone else
does either,” said John A. Rolls, executive
vice-president of the United Technologies
Ecrrgamtiun_ (New York Times, 10/20/87,
p. 48)

The slight rise in interest rates, the
persistence of the rade deficit and the
continued war in the Persian Gulf are not
sufficient real reasons to account for the stock
market’s sudden decline.

That is why Marxists distinguish between
real, actual and physical forces in the
economy on the one hand and speculative,
ferishistc and illusionary forces on the other
hand.

The Great Paper Shuffle

Eight percent of the New York City work
force is employed in the securities trade,
{New York Times, 10/20/87, p. 48) In
1977, 77,000 worked in the securities made.
By 1987, that number was 157.000. The
total exceeds 250,000 when one counts the
lawyers, accountants and computer operators
directly involved in Wall Street.

That means there are over 250,000 people
working on deciding how much a stock is
worth in New York alone! And, the best
justification for this is that someone has w0
analyze the companies to see if they have
competent management!

et, when the whole market falls 36% in
two months, one has to conclude that there
was simply a lot of speculation going on.
Wall Street people were paper-shuffling their
way to profits untl the whole house of cards
came tumbling down.

In this most recent paper-shuffle, the
bourgeoisie unintentionally erased over 31
trillion of wealth in monetary terms! (New
York Times, 10/20/87, p. 1) But that $1
trillion is not anything real! The $1 million
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loss can have real effects, but only because
under capitalism how much money one has
affects how much one is willing to purchase.
The 1 tillion loss says nothing about the
needs of the public or the physical ability of
the U.5. economy to satisfy those needs.
Socialism undermines
monetary calculation

Under socialism, the dictatorship of the
proletariat sees to it that profit is not the goal
of the economy. What matters is the real
economy and what is useful to the proletariat,

Marx pointed out this problem in
capitalism in his greatest work, Capital. He
distinguished between use-value and
exchange-value because he knew that what
was most useful to the proletariat was not
necessarily the same thing as what was most
profitable to sell, thanks to speculation and
other distortions inherent to an economy that
chases money.

Under socialism, the goals will be
expressed in terms of barrels of oil, tons of
corn and pairs of pants. Capitalism is
incapable of directing its energies in this
direction. The people on Wall Street chase
after goals expressed in money terms. In
contrast, the proletariat counts real work, real
products and real needs.

Role of foreign investment
in the United States is increasing

In explaining Wall Street’s previous bull
market, there was some talk of Japanese
investment's raising the prices of US stocks.
After all, the eamings to price ratio was
supposedly several imes better in the US
than in Japan.

Many liberal/radical economists have said
that high interest rates and a srong dollar in
the early "80s financed US expansion, as
foreign investors sent dollars back to the
United States.

Even as late as 1987, when interest rates
are relatvely low, it appears that foreigners
are funding the made deficit. As Rep. John
Bryant (D-Tex.) said, “America has been
selling off its family jewels to pay for a night
on the town.” (Los Angeles Times, 8/3/87,
p. 3) In other words, instead of producing
for export, Americans are selling the means
of production to foreign capitalists to pay for

c::-nmm;;nuu‘ of Japanese VCRs, Korean cars
and Arab oil,

~ The Democrats and social-democrats are
invoking nationalism in calling for
protectonism. They want to save American
jobs and the means of production for
Americans. This, however, should not be
MIM’s position according to MCS5,

What is most amazing about foreign
mvestment in the United States is that it is vet
another mechanism of impenalist sitism.
The United States can have a H&Pﬂ;?ﬁﬁt of
$15 billion a month, and stll, other countries
will loan the United States the money to pay
for it. For example, Japan alone loaned the
United States 35% of the money the United
States government borrowed from citizens
and foreigners in long-term loans in 1986,
(Ibid.) “At some Treasury auctions,
Japanese investors alone have bought as
much as two-thirds of long-term United
States Government bonds.” (New York
Times, 10/23/87, p. 27) The United States
now owes other countries more than they
owe the United States.

Another possible source of funds for the
US is indicated in a rising chorus in the press
to get Japan and other countries to foot the
bill for US military spending. Donald J.
Trump, who is a “real-estate magnate, casino

rator and corporate raider with a fortune
of $3 billion drew a bigger audience than
have any of the Republican candidates [in
New Hampshire]” (New York Times,
10/23/87, p. 9) by calling for Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia and J to pay for the military.

What wﬁﬁapp:n if the United States
continues to sell 1ts assets? Will the United
States be able ro maintain its imperialist
parasitism? At least one answer is that the
United States’ ruling class will go 1o war at
least in part to maintain the US living
standard. In other words, if the imperialists
value their alliance with the labor anstocracy
in the United States, the imperialists will go
to war to seize the resources with which to
continue paying off its allies in the Euro-

merikan population of the United States,

Already the billionaire Trump has
suggested that the US attack Iran and seize its
oil wells. He added, “I'm tred of nice
people already in Washington. . . . [ want
someone who is tough and knows how to
negotiate. If not, our country faces disaster.”
{New York Times, 10/23/87, p. 9)
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Whatever methods the US imperialists
use to maintain US parasitism, it is important
to keep a close eye on wends. Foreign
investment is thought to total $1.3 tillion in
the United States. $200 billion is direct
INvESTTERL

“Camation Co. is Swiss. Doubleday,
RCA Records, Celanese and General Tire are
all German, Zale Cum: glant jewelry
retailer, is Canadian. ina Mills, Smith
and Wesson, and J. Walter Thompson
advertising agency are British.” (LA Times,
Emnest Conine, “The Invasion by Foreign
[nvestors,” Ibid.)
~In the last five years, Japanese direct
investment has more than tripled o over 25
billion. Yet, European investment is about
10 dmes larger.

Television networks denied
Reagan live coverage, then put
him in news

Reagan asked for television time on
Wednesday October 14th to denounce the
critics of the Robert H. Bork nomination for
the Supreme Court. Showing off their
integrity, the networks claimed that Reagan's
statement of position was not newsworthy
and turned him down.

Latfr. however, the networks put
Reagan's statement in the Wednesday-night
newscasts anyway. “It's getting harder w
disunguish the tail from the dog,” read a rare
criticism of the mass media by the mass
tqt:lj;m (Los Angeles Times, 10/16/87, p.
VL

MIM to social democrats:
Poverty in US is not always
increasing

The percentage of people living in
poverty (as counted by the government)
dropped to its lowest level since 1980, “Tt
shrank from 14% in 1985 to 13.6% [in
1986—ed]." (Los Angeles Times, 7/31/87,
p. 13) Median family income also rose 4.2%
to $29,460. Median family incomes should
set all-time records this year.

Thus, the middle class is doing well for
now. That fact is not contradicted by the fact

that the gap between rich and poor is
expanding: 20% of all households,
which represented with incomes above

$45,980, collected 46.1% of all household
INCOme, an increase from 44.2% in 1980 and
43.3% in IEIT{} Meanwhile, the lowest 20%
—those with incomes below $10,250, col-
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lected just 3.8%, a decrease from 4,14
both 1970 and 1980." (Thid.) Mcrmhl;
Rt"-'lcn: stressed just such figures in its most
recent issue as if w say that the US middle
class is in trouble.

Social democrats stress such figures to
show that movements to expand the welfare
state have a material basis, that there are a lot
of potential supporters of social democracy,
As revolutionaries, we let the social
democrats organize for welfare reform. The
people we seek to organize are not in the
middle class. Nor do we believe that Ameri-
cans are suddenly becoming poor and
amenable to radical change,

Even the fact that the gap between rich
and poor is expanding does not mean that the
bulk of Americans is no longer middle class,
In fact it is still possible to get richer while
one's share of income decreases.

Drug trade is rooted in
capitalism, not individual
kingpins

In early February, the United States
successfully extradited a cocaine kingpin
from Colombie—Carlos Enrique Lehder
Rivas. Six months later, however, cocaine
expons from Colombia reached new reconds.

Drug barons in Colombia simply bought
up and intimidated more of the Colombian
govenment. (Ann Arbor News, 8/16/87, p.

1)

A foreign narcotics expert came close o a
nataral Marxist analysis of the problem: “He
[Lehder—ed.] was mainly involved in
transportation, but there were plenty of
people ready to take his place. . . . The amrest
disrupted nothing,” Marxists always stress
that the problem is the system or the sructure
of society, not individuals. The fact that
Lehder was so easily replaced shows that the
problem is the high profits found in the
cocaine trade, not particularly crafty drug
dealers.

The drug business is very big business:
in 1985 “illegal sales of cocaine, heroin and
marijuana totaled about $50 billion in this
counry.” (Los Angeles Times, 3/18/87)

Mo plan of attack that leaves capitalism and
high profits for the drug rade in place can
ever solve the drug problem.

Unemployment

Unemployment is the lowest since
1979—5.9% (Chicago Tribune, 10/3/87, p.

1)
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Repression continues for some

in South Korea

The South Korean regime arrested 11
accused leftists for charges going back to
March. The leftists supposedly support the
interests of North Korea, According to
police, the leftists distributed 80,000
pamphlets that call the S. Korean regime
““military fascists exploiting the masses to
serve the interests of American and Japanese
imperialists and Korean monopol
capitalists.™ (Los Angeles Times, 10/16/8 :
p- B} The arrest of the leftists will contribute
to Roh Tae Woo's presidential campaign,
which is a campaign for order and unity,

Meanwhile, more than 20 primary and
secondary school teachers are on a hunger
strike because they were fired by the
government. Chung Young Hoon, for
example, incurred the wrath of his superiors
because he did not order his fifth-grade
pupils to “say a silent prayer at a monument
to the late Syngman Rhee.” (Thid., p. 9)

Inkatha movement strikes

out violently

Quisling Black leader Gatsha Buthelezi of
South Africa has initiated violence against the
United Democratic Front — a movement
group led by the African National Congress.
In the first three months of 1987, the UDF
suffered 45 deaths at the hands of Buthelezi's
Inkatha movement. In return, five members
of Inkatha suffered death. The President of
the ANC, Oliver Tambo, has asked
Archbishop Desmond Tutu to intervene with
“*Christian mediation.""(Los Angeles Times,
4/17/87,p. 1, 8, 9, 10; see also Angeles
Times, 3/18/87, p. 7))

The South African ruling class and far
right activists in the United States sometimes
porray Buthelezi as a Black “moderate” who
is preferable to radicals seeking to overthrow
apartheid with violence.

Regent Deane Baker at the University of
Michigan opposed the awarding of an
honorary degree to ANC leader Nelson
Mandela andgl:f fered Buthelezi as a non-
violent alternative. Such propaganda efforts
by the far right require that we have a
working knowledge of the Black political
leadership in South Africa and not just cheer
for anybody who is Black in South Africa.

Black market thrives in
Nicaragua (See article, Los
Angeles Times, 5/3/87, p. 1;

also 3/18/87, p. 93)
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Inter-imperialist rivalry holds
back trade, production

Norway's state-owned arms corporation
has shipped the Soviet Union *140
computers capable of running sophisticated
machine tools” according to Norwegian
E%Ehnriﬂcs. (New York Times, 10/23/87, p.

The same company had a hand in Toshiba
sales to the Soviet Union, which caused
Toshiba to take out full-page ads in the US 1o
apologize.

The Western countries have agreements
and laws not to sell state-of-the-art
technology to the Soviets that could have
military applicaton.

Not surprisingly, individual capitalists do
not have an interest in upholding these laws,
so they sneak materials 1o the Soviet Union
any way they can.

Maoists don't care whether or not the
Soviets gain military advantages from the
sales. It is interesting, however, that once
again rivalry between the US and the Soviet
Union actually holds back business and the
development of the productive forces.

Some high-tech companies may have a
strong enough interest in trade with the
Soviet Union that they would push for
detente. The capitalist class, as a whole,
however, still would prefer to open the
Soviet bloc for trade on its terms, namely
terms of subjugation.

Still, it is possible that the US imperialist
bloc will opt for a new era of imperialist
collaboration that would involve US
economic penetration of the Soviet bloc in
exchange for reduced military conflict
between the US and USSR and high-tech for
the Soviet bloc. Such an alliance would
facilitate super-exploitation of the Third
World also.

For example, the US has recently sought
Soviet and Chinese help in subjugating Iran
on US terms. At first, those efforts seemed
successful, but now both the Soviet Union
and China have refused to tow the US line.
The Soviets have denounced US “imperialist
aggression” against Iran and China is
continuing to arm Iran.

Many feminists oppose
surrogate mothering
In a previous issue, MIM Notes treated
the Baby M case. From reading Off Our
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Backs, an article in MIM Notes concluded
that feminist opinion had started o
consolidate against the Baby M ruling.

Off Our Backs then f|:|rir|t~:u:l up a follow-
up article from a point of view supporting the
Baby M ruling, which said that feminist
opinion was still divided,

MIM Notes had omitted information
about who had pushed for the consolidation
of feminist opinion on this subject. It was
Gloria Steinem, Betty Friedan, Phyllis
Chesler, Gena Corea, Letty Cottin Pogrebin
and Marilyn French among others who filed a
brief in the Baby M case. According to these
feminists the real issue was the
“commercialization of reproductive
technologies.” (Los Angeles Times, 7/31/87,
p- thm Y

C@ comments: Potentially these
ideologues are simply after the reproductive
monopoly. Would they also fear a device that
would free the female work force from the
cumbersome chore of childbearing?

As the author said in the previous MIM
Notes, no communist should believe that
SUrTogate contracts are voluntary and hence
fair. No communist should oppose
Whitehead and support Sternm on these
grounds.

On the other hand, it is not possible to
fight capitalism and patriarchy by moving to
legally restrict the offering of womb services.
The Guardian and Frontline in addidon o

pm—wmtchead feminists have erred in 11

implying that the womb is not
commercialized already,

Surrogate mothering is only an open
expression of what occurs normally in the
United States within fertile couples. When
men dominate women through the institutions
of marriage, the church and the workplace,
no one rushes to file a brief showing how the
economic power of men influences the shape
of every male-female relationship in the
United States,

Indeed, in typically reformist fashion,
these feminists opposed to the
commercialization of the womb, not only
missed the boat when capitalism started, but
also they open the door w pre-capitalist,
reactionary social agendas. To a large extent,
the New Right would like to portray the
marmage instituton as religiously sacred and

out of the financial reach of even the ultrarich
— not a subject of the marketplace.

The New Right is happy to say that the
womb should not be commercial; God willed
marmage (and capitalism) etc. Therefore,
even the reswiction of the already existing
commercialization of the womb is not
necessarily a good thm% To act to prevent
the commercialization of surrogate mothering
is to give a certain reactionary myth reality in
the rare circumstances of surrogate moth-
ering.

Available now: Settlers:
Mythology of the White

Proletariat

By 1. Sakai

Sakai concludes that Euro-Amerikans are the enemy of the international proletariat

and there is no Euro-Amerikan
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This book is simply the most devastating U.S, history out there.
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Correspondence

Writer sets example, writes

letter detailing activities
I am hereby responding to the excellent
question as to what readers have done for
MIM, mﬁdmiﬁnl:umv head in shame, because
it is so is inductive teachin
Wasn't it Socrates whm used that? gl
I have exchanged subscriptions with
MIM. That may well benefit us both, so
perhaps that is not something I have done for
Iv[ﬂvlbsc:ta.ll. [?hfmum,htm{bmeﬁuﬁum
subscriptions that le choose to send us.
We never claimﬁugnjscienc: and hence
read; other periodicals—ed.]
I have sent a few clippings of resource
material
I have sent comments on the material
found in MIM Notes, some positive and
some negative. [This of course is essential if
MIM Notes and MIM are anything
more than writing exercises. If only
cve.?me did as much! —ed.]
have tried to send background material
that MIM might not have on American life
from a native's point of view. (I am not
hereby usurping the Amerind's position as
the true native Americans, but rather as a
person bomn and brought up in this country).
I have studied marerial relating to MIM,
both items in MIM Notes and The Other
Side, mying to learn more about this
movement and its philosophy. Have also
read other materials the public library.
—A regular correspondent
Prisoner sends greetings;
suggesis magazine
Profound revolu tin
We are v@rmmﬁnﬁmﬁw
forces of North amerikkka's imperialist state;
yet, “these are the worst of times, they are the
best of times.™
We can no stand, sit or watch idly
as this fascist state in full gear falsely charge
and jail our Freedom Fighters, innocent
victims on g.p. (general iple). Neither
can we continue to faithfully believe in the
same state system which continually violates

our fundamental human rights as human
beings,

In order for us to get a much more clear
understanding of the oppressive oppressor's
wrong doing and the so-called legal law in
which we were thrusted into, we must first
become independent in our analyzing the
different things that affect our everyday fives.

We began by looking into the political
arena, and to do this one must have political
sight. If you would like more information as
to how you can obtain political-glasses
thereby ing conscious, and raising the
consciousness of others please write: Afrikan
Prisoner’s Inidative (API) PO Box 25169,
Wilmington, DE 19899, API puts out a bi-
monthly newsletter. At this moment, API

nds a lot of time ing the uncon-

itional release of Ramona Africa, and ALL
Political Prisoners and POWs your support
of us is directly the support of vourself.
Uhuru Sasall

Also i received “Political Economy of
Counterrevolution in China,” which i will
definitely circulate and share its ideas. Thank
you all.

—A writer from the Northeast

October, 1987

RIG runs government for
bourgeoisie
As reported in previous issues of MIM
Notes, there has been active consortium of
particular officials in the executive branch
who have set about directing covert wars
across the planet. Lewis A. Tams, former
ambassador to Costa Rica said the Restricted
Intﬂ:?tm:y Group (RIG} directed him 1o
illegally aid the contras who seek to
overthrow the government of Nicaragua,
(The Plain Dealer, 5/5/87, p. 2)



13

What did you expect?

Defense industry bosses suck

off largest profits
"I pays big wo be boss in defense
industry” (The Plain Dealer, 8/4/87, p. 1)

“The average chief executive officer for
the top 25 defense contracting firms makes
more than $900,000 a year in salary and
bonuses. But the buck doesn't stop there.
The corporations contribute tens of thousands
of dollars each year to special savings
accounts for the executives, pension
programs guarantee them hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars a year in retirement income,
stock options can net them huge profits and
their lives are insured for $1 million-plus.

“A General Accounting Office report in
October 1984 on 12 aerospace defense
contractors said executive salaries and
bonuses averaged 42% more than the
m\m compensation at comparably sized

Profits are highest in so-called

defense industry
According to the General Accounting
Office, military contracts are 120% more
profitable than comparable commercial

contracts. (The Plain Dealer, 8/5/87, p. 1)

Putting everyone in prison:

a classic ruling class stratagem

“Ohio’s prison ion in the 1970s
was less manpg.ﬂﬂ?ﬂul:nlgﬂl there were
16,000. Today we have more than 23,000.
In the 1990s it is projected we'll reach
30,000, according to the director of the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.

“Despite the state’s new $600 million
program to build new prisons,” Ohio will
continue to have prison overcrowding,

It is impossible to atribute such a
SYSIEmAatic increase in the prison population
0 an arbimary increase in the number of
“bad" individuals out there. Why should
there be three times as many criminals in
1987 as in 1977 unless the state has decided
to brand more people criminals or unless the
causes of some kinds of crime by poor

E{tﬂplﬂ have increased. (The Plain Dealer,
4/87, p. 4b)

Those who would say that Ohio must be
an exception are wrong. “Fifteen years ago,
the population of our prisons was about
200,000, . . . On December 31, 1986, the
gg:;rl::iun was 546,659 and growing." (The

ssive, 8/87, p. 16)

Arming whites, disarming

Blacks

In Florida the rationale for legal
resrictions on guns are overtly racist. In
Panama City, carrying guns is a way of life
connected to white supremacy.

“A 1941 decision by the state’s highest
court noted that at the time, there had been a
‘great influx of Negro laborers’ and the
purpose of the act was to disarm them and
‘give white citizens of the sparsely settled
areas a better feeling of securiry™. (sic)

“It was never intended to be applied to the
white population,” the court said, “and in fact
never has been so applied.” (New York
Times, 10/12/87, p. 8)

Reagan proposes even tighter
political asylum rules

The an administration has proposed
that ﬁwuﬂm cases should go before
“asylum officers” instead of judges.
Hearings would be closed and would not
have various procedural rules now in place.

The suspected impact of such a change
would be to make the asylum procedure even
more rigged for lackeys of imperialism than it
already is. Between June 1983 and
September 1986, 2.6% and 0.9% of
applicants from El Salvador and Guatemala
respectively gained political asylum.
Meanwhile, 32% of Hungarians and 51% of
Romanians had success. The US imperialists
would like to claim that political repression
exists only in the Soviet bloc, not the US
g}ﬁc (Los Angeles Times, 10/15/87, p- 1,



Obituaries

By MCS5 and MC@
Letting other dogs have their
day

Deng Xiaoping, 83, died out of the
Politburo of the Communist Party of China
having accomplished capitalist social
revolution in China. With multiple awards as
Man of the Year from Time Magazine, Deng
thought it was time to kick off - and allow the
younger members of the state capitalist class

10 get in one some of the counterrevolution. *

Success magazne editor-in-chief Scott
DeGarmo said it b-:stwhmhenamuiﬂeng
“Success Story of the Year for 1985.
According to DeGarmo, Deng made “a
Horatio Alger hero look like a piker,”

DeGarmo added that “although we are a
magazine that celebrates capitalism. . .
-We've chosen the world's leading
Communist because his everance,
courage and promotion of free en

make him a unmiversal role model™

If Deng had dead in his tracks a
year ago it stll have been 10 years o
late,

Auto fascist heir croaks
“Former Ford Motor Co. chair Henry
Ford II, died Sept. 29." (Detroit News,
10¥7/87) His fortune is in a trust fund for his

widow and children and dren.
The Ford family fortune was amassed in
innovative fashion: Ford hired one in ten

workers as spies on organized labor in the
1920s. (J. i, Sertlers, p. TT)

And what does the family do with its
money? Ford was an i t early

backer of Hitler, and by 1924 had started
gmu-ing money into the tiny Nazi party.

ord’s portrait hung on the wall in Hitler's
Party e. E Eirm:lay until World War
I Ford had sent Hitler his personal greetings
(and a gift of money). Even during the War
the Ford Motor Company delivered vital parts
ot the German Army through neutral
Switzerland.” (Tbid., p. 93)

Pigs slaunghtered in suburban
Michigan
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Three pigs were blown away in Inkster,
Michigan while supposedly artempting 1o
serve a warrant for alﬁd check at 5:15 p.m.
on July 9, Naturally, the mainstream media
is full of sympathy for these goons who
entered an apartment without a search
warrant.

“They never had a chance to defend
themselves,” decried Kenneth Walton of the
Detroit FBL. Well Walton, the picture of the
FBI thug running toward the hotel with an
over-under and full flack jacket (see cover)
really saddens us. Here's one for Fred
Hampton, asshole,

The fact that the suspects were heavily
armed and had fortified their room with sand
bags is supposed to justify the pigs' illegal
entry while no artempt to defuse the sitation
was made. The four people holed up in the
hotel room surrounded by all the local pigs,
FBI, Sheriff, a Detroit tactical assault team,
and other federal agents, requested to meet
with a Black leader of any kind, someone
they could relate to. Instead, they were
provided with a Black channel 7 cameraman
who could only speak to them over a radio
telephone,

By MC Zero and MC5
U.5. government legalized
Mexican field hands in labor

shortage

According to some growers, recent laws
passed that affect Mexican immigration ended
up discouraging Mexican immigration to the

int where there was a shortage of farm

bor last summer in the Western states. To
make up for the growers’ loss, the
Eovernment embarked on a legalization plan.
(Los Angeles Times, 8/9/87, p. 3)

At the same time the INS stepped up
enforcement of greencard checks and
immi t tion in Washington and
N and also intensified its efforts against
factory illegals in the Midwest. The settlers
use illegal labor as fuel for their imperialist
engines. They deport and imprison labor in
some areas while encouraging illegal entry in
other regions.
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Labor Aristocracy
debate continued

MC5, MC7 & MC
Whmﬂ?: the labor aﬁsm:rac@}f? Some
people found a theoretical explanation useful.
As Marx pointed out, in the capitalism of his
day, caputalists paid for workers' labor-
power, not their labor. This meant that the
capitalist only paid as much as was necessary
to reproduce the worker's ability o work.
That meant paying the worker encugh for
him to eat and do other things essential to
life. It also meant paying enough for the
worker 10 support a family so that the worker
would be replaced when he became unable to
work through enfeeblement or death,

This wage that the capitalist pays the
worker is the exchange-value (defined as
price in money terms) of labor-power. It is
merely the payment for the abilitcy to do
work. The ordinary exploitation of Marx’s
day occurred where capitalists paid the
worker his/her exchange-value of labor-
power. Superexploitation occurs where the
capiralist manages to pay for less than the
exchange-value of labor-power. This usually
happens where there is extra-economic
coercion of workers just short of outright
ﬂm:? bviou superexp.

obvious example of loitation
occurs where mineworkers in South Africa
leave their families behind on the Bantustan.
With the wages that South African Blacks
get, they die early and they have to let their
families fend for themselves on the
Bantustans. The families perform
subsistence agriculture and otherwise grope
for a living. Apartheid is a political system
based on race that allows capitalists to pay

workers less than n -
Sarvindl ecessary for the workers

The profits from superexploitation are
called super-profits. )

With super-profits the capitalists can pay
other workers more than usual. When MM
refers to the labor aristocracy it means that
group of people who are paid more than the

‘exchange-value of their labor-power but still

do not belong to the pery-bourgeoisie or
bourgeoisie. Historically, the labor
aristocracy of Engels’ and Lenin's day
mostly meant those labor union leaders who
managed to gain higher salaries and
privileges for themselves. Lenin noted that
this group was expanding in his time.
According to HW. Edwards, the labor
aristocracy is no longer just the labor union
leaders, but most of the workers in the
imperialist countries. That is 1o say with the
expansion of imperialism worldwide, the
capitalists in the imperialist countries have
bought off the majority of workers in the
mother countries.
Class alliances in the era of
imperialism

Another concept not swressed directly in
MIM Theory 9 and 10 is that of class
alliance. Commonly on the “Left” one hears
that all the struggles out there boil down 10
the same thing. There is some truth in
thinking this way, but it is not oue that
workers in the United States are fundamen-
tally the same as workers in South Africa.

The reason for this is, according to Sakai
and Edwards, the majority of workers in the

“United States are allied with the US

Below we summarize the three types of workers defined above:
1) Superexploited: Workers who can't feed families, must supplement wages with

other means

of survival or die young, e.g. South African Black mineworkers.
2) Exploited: Can feed their families. Get paid for full value

of labor-power, e.g.

industrial workers in England of Marx's day.

3) Labor aristocracy:

Not only get value of labor-power, but also substantial privileges
beyond that, e.g. U.5. steelworkers today. i P




imperialists. The labor aristocracy of the
United States allies with the impenalists to
gain higher wages, better jobs and an easier
life.

At home, among the privileges of the
male labor aristocracy in its hevday was
having a housewife. The housewife helped
in easing the tensions of the competitive
business world. She replenished the
workers' energies by doing the chores and
errands necessary as well as by offering
emotional support. This privilege of the labor
anstocracy has been the first to suffer erosion
as the US imperialists have had to tighten
their belts because of the military and
economic defeats since the 1960s. However,
with the return of white women to the work
force a moderate increase in luxury
consumption became possible. MIM Theory
9 and 10 included a statistical table that
showed that real per capita income has
increased since 1970.

At work, the allies of imperialism merely
do the paper-shuffling of imperialism.
Deindustrialization ﬁas meant that
increasingly, the real work of production is
dnmelsr.wguu.

The difference between the US
steelworker and South African mineworker
(excluding the whites who are also bought
off) is the difference between an ally of
imperialism and imperialism’'s most
determined enemy. According to Sakai, it
isn't even so much that the bulk of the
working class in the United States allies with
imperialism. There just is no Euro-Amerikan
Pﬂ?ﬁt' only scattered exploited workers
and labor aristocrats, a petty-bourgeois class
and a bourgeoisie according to Sakai.

Labor aristocracy and imperialists:
struggle or negotiate?

Many “leftists™ wishing to see a chance
for social change attribute class iion to
every little conflict they mop'gomnawm!:m
strike for a few days, that is class struggle.
If workers sick-out, that is class struggle etc.
according to these “leftists.”

Especially these days when many

face wage cuts, most “leftists™ see
class struggle everywhere. In a certain
nominal sense, of course, these “leftists™ are
correct. When the capitalists struggle with
the petty-bourgeoisie or with other capitalists,
there might not be much wrong in saying
there is “class m‘gglc.“'

Yet, many lefusts see that the struggle
berween Democrats and Republicans is a
struggle within the capitalist class. In fact,
the struggle more resembles haggling or
negotiations more than any real struggle.
With a moment's reflection on the Harr sex

scandal, the Biden tape scandal and Reagan's
“Uctober Surprise” for Carter one can see that
the capitalists themselves engage in polincal
struggles. The struggles, however, can only
g0 up to a certain point. The day that
Republicans and Democrats are putting each

in prison or executing each other on the
battlefield is the day that imperialism is in
danger of falling.

The same goes for economic relations
within the petty-bourgeoisie and bourgeoisie.
A store owner might haggle with a supplier.
A steel capitalist will negotiate the terms of
buying iron ore. There are many potential
conflicts but none of these are fundamental in
any sense.

Honestly facing empirical reality to
avoid social democratic dogma
When capitalists are able to cut wages

without violent disruption or even the need to
resort to ion, one must ask, are the
workers really in struggle with the capitalists?
Or, are they merely negotiating the terms on
which they will jointly exploit the Third
World?

In examining post-WWTI history in the
imperialist countries, one has to admit that
struggle between workers and capitalists

| resembles negotiations over a common
interest more than a life-and-death struggle
that Marx would have recognized.

There have been 1ons in the United
States, but as the last issue of MIM Notes
detailed, the battles between police and
workers in 5. Korea were more significant in
one month of action than all of the post-war
history of class struggle in the United States.

In practice, a militant struggle led amon g
steelworkers would only give the
steelworkers better terms in the pact to
expand superexploitation across the globe.

The ironic effect of such a successful
struggle will be an increase in the
superexploitation of Third World workers.
At the very least, a successful struggle led
among tI:Lbu' aristocracy only tightens the
alliance berween the imperialists and labor
aristocracy.

A historical note; where this line
comes from

Some comrades have pointed out that
MIM Theory 9 and 10 reminds them of the
failed Revolud Youth Movement (T) of
the "00s and early "70s. Indeed, it seems that
MIM does not realize that Progressive Labor
(PL) got the better of its argument with
RYM. (See SDS by Alan Adelson.)

Some people say this as if w0 say the
RYM line is an ancient failure, when it
actually only hit the scene in the United States
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in the 1960s. Compare the length of time this
line has been out there with the length of time
that various social democratic and revisicnist
theories have had to prove their mettle or lack
thereof.

The fact is that the RYM line never got a
good test. [is leading proponents became
intertwined with the drug culture and
ierronism in such a way that their rend was
alwost completely destroved. Then there is
also the issue of state repression of this trend,
which has been much heavier than for other
rends. (For an interesting treatment of this,
see the sequel to Sakai's book — False
Nationalism, False Internationalism.)

Drugs, terrorism and the state de
the historical representatives of the
Sakai/Edwards line.

MCS5’s proposal for MIM’s line and
a moderation of the RYM line
The RYM line saw the majority of
Americans as part of the enemy. Whether
this was a result of the intellectual spontaneity
of terrorism or the RYM line that saw no
social basis for revolution in the United
States, the two lines reinforced each other.
As a result, RYM made an intense appeal to
the drug and youth culture for a social base,
Sakai's line that the majority of the people
in the United States are part of the enemy to
be overthrown is a plausible line, especially
in that it demarcates from simple terrorism
and some of the mistakes of the past.
Nonetheless, this comrade would not go
as far as Sakai in saying that the Euro-
Amerikan petty-bourgeoisie and labor
aristocracy are enemies. At this time, the
proletariat should have faith in the vacillating
character of these groups., In a period of
more intense crisis, these groups will split.

That means that on the average, and in the
leng-run, they should be regarded as neutral,
In the short run they are allies of the

imperialists. However, proletarian antacks on
these allies of the bourgeoisie will only

further cement an alliance that the
international proletariat is working on
sevenng.

To base a vanguard party in the petty-
bourgeoisie and labor aristocracy is to recruit
for an alliance with imperialism. Of course,
small groups of revolutionary intellectuals
may recruit ﬁmg the labor aristocracy with
little impact, but over time, even small ps
will thoroughly corrupt themselves m%iﬂuﬂw
influence of imperialism. Groups like the
Workers’ League, Spark and Progressive
Labor will do nothing but organize a militant
front of the labor aris and the line
they put out will boil down to fighting to get
the workers another VCERL

What keeps these groups away from a
revolutionary social base is a refusal 1o admit
the reality that the intersection of class
oppression and imperialist oppression is
superexploitation and the basis for revolution
in contemporary times. All these groups

deny the importance of superexploitation.

What social base for revolution is

indicated by scientific analysis?

Some people need a cookbook analysis of
where to go and how to put together a
revolution. Out of a basic hatred for this kind
of approach, MIM has always proceeded
fm::npfin: and analysis of condinons to an
analysis of social base.

Yet, some people will not see the
difference between, say the Trotskyist line
and the Maoist line unless social groups are
spelled out.

Revolutionary groups in the United States
*Superexploited and exploited workers of national minority groups—NMNative-Americans,

Blacks, Latinos etc.

*Youth of all nationalities and classes except the bourgeoisie

*Immigrant workers, ially illegal aliens
*Prisoners and much
abowve three :
*Women who be

their male counterparts.

the lumpenproletariat-proletariat, who are largely composed of the

g to the above groups are even more objectively revolutionary than

Non-revolutionary or counterrevolutionary groups
'Eu:n—ﬁ:qm-ik:n workers as a whole including both the labor aristocracy and petry-

*Bourgeoisie

*Women in the above two groups will be less committed to imperialism because of their
oppression by the patriarchy, but on the whole will still be allies of imperialism.

Questionable categories, depends on theory of nation in United States

*Labor ari

StoCracy, petty-bourgeoisie and bourgeoisie of natonal minorites

*Any other groups of people who have an anti-imperialist and/or anti-militarist line.
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The existence of specific classes in the US today

Class Sakaj Edwards 18
*Bourgeoisie . yes, small yes, small

*P:rrrhu!rmsm Yes, majority yes, large

*Labor aristocracy yes, large yes, majority in US

*Exploited isolated cases ¥es, 50me

*Superexploited yes, many in U.5.  yes, world majority

*Lumpenproletariat yes yes

Superexploited and exploited (not sure much Blacks benefit trom US

there are any merely exploited national
minority workers) workers in national
minority groups are obviously revolutionary.

The youth are generally revolutionary
because one of the most important symptoms
of imperialism is militarism. Militarism
exploits youth most. This is not to say that
youth are a class, only that on the average,
the intemnational proletariat can have faith in
the youth as allies. To the extent that war is
simple push-button war or otherwise not
costly in terms of the lives of the vouth of
h:lpcria]j.w, countries, the material basis of this
alliance is undercut.

Again immigrant workers and illegal
aliens are almost by definition superexploited

and revolutionary on the whole,
The lumpenproletariat has a section
open to the idea of revolution. & must

remember that the lumpenproletariat of the
United States may have better conditions than
the working classes of other countries.

Finally, to the extent that there is a Black
colony and Latino colony in the United
States, there are also revolutionary Black and
Latino bourgeoisies.

Fudging the national question

Should MIM advertise in Black Scholar,
Ebony or various Black business
publications? The question is whether or not
the Black petty-bourgeoisie and bourgeoisie
is objectively revolutionary or a waste of time
for revolutionary organizing.

To answer this question, MIM must
finally decide whether or not there is a Black
nation and a nation of Latinos in the
Southwest. If there are nations o be
liberated, then the Black and Latino
bourgeoisies will have an objective interest in
revolution,

It is easier to say that there is no Euro-
Amerikan proletariat than to say there is an
internal Black colony in the United States and
hence a revolutionary Black bourgeoisie.
The reason for this is that Euro- Amerikans at
the very least benefit from substantial
superprofits from the Third World. They
may aiso benefit from superexploitation from
colonies within the United States. On the
other hand, whether or not the Black bour-
geoisie is revolutionary depends on how

superexploitation of the Third World and
how much the Black bourgeoisie is actually
limited by the Euro-Amerikan bourgenisie,

In this author's opinion, MIM needs 1o
have a better idea about whether or not
internal colonies exist in the United States.

Confusion over national question
Who is the real enemy? — MCO
The national question is admittedly more
difficult. The neo-colonial nations suffer
from confused leadership or lack of
leadership.

Amiri Baraka and other reviewers of
Black national history in Amerika desire to
elect Jesse Jackson which would seem to

lace these leaders in the category which

nefits from imperialism. Witness Jackson's

approval of the Persian Gulf bombing or his
soft stand on the Palestinian question.

Chicano secessionist efforts in areas of
Los Angeles have been smongly repressed by
the white settlers in the region. But bevond
this, their leadership is lumpenproletariat with
extensive contacts in organized crime and
more interest in smuggling in cocaine than
other illegals. (This is naturally the pervasive
influence of Christian-capitalist ethics
infecting a highly susceptible community.)

The thorough brain washing of the settler
masses as (o the righteousness of Amerika
makes it considerably more difficult o
present them as even a revolutionary neutral
class. Hopefully, if Amerikans were forced
to fight in their i ialist war the youth
segment of GI Joes would undergo
revolutionary enlightenment.

Whatever settler masses which would
remain loyal to Amerikan democracy,
however, certainly constitute the enemy. It is
a waste of time for revolutionaries to concern
themselves with individual masses bound up
in love for the system. (Those working for
the Democratic Party for example.) Rather,
we must strive to tear down the system
through the demise of the class basis for set-
tlers/labor aristocracy’s privileged position
and refocus the masses’ awention on the
struggles against racism and imperialism-
militarism. El"l:me«: anti-militarist forces more
clearly show the evils of white Amerika,
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Comrade responds to MT; offers

labor aristocracy thesis

In MIM Theory 9&10, September 20,
1987, 4 approaches to the problem of labor
aristocracy were examined. The fourth
approach is that the labor aristocracy in the
United States is a minority, and, therefore,
there is a significant potential revolutionary

etariat in this country. I think positon
our is hai_si-.:aﬂy wrong even though some
empirical facts seem to support it.

There are three levels of labor aris
in the United States. First, is the classic
aristocracy of high paid automobile and steel
workers. Second, is a strata of average white
factory and service workers. This group
includes women stuck in pink collar jobs
such as secretaries, nurses and waitresses.
Finally, a strata of oppressed nationalities,
who despite their relatively low wages
United States’ standards are much better
than proletarians in the Third World.

The first level of the labor ari has
been in decline since the middle 1970s.
Supporters of position four seize on that
empirical fact to support a strategy of
organizing white workers. But most level
one workers who are laid off by Ford or US
Steel simply fall 1o the level two aristocracy.
A steel worker making $12.00 an hour in a
unionized shop now must work for $6.00 an
hour in a non-union factory or clerical Job.
Such a worker may feel some alienation with
the capitalist system. He may vote in "88 for
Dukakis after supporting Reagan in 1980 &
1984. Only a minority of these workers will
become “leftists,” let alone revolutionaries.
They will cling on to the hope of rising into
the level one aristocracy, or at least hope to

Level two labor aristocrars are unlikely to
join in solidarity with Third World
proletarians. On the contrary, the
of the average white workers is to blame
foreign workers in the Third World for his or
her problems, and o protectionism.
The AFL-CIO is clearly endorsing a
chauvinistic, ist strategy. For the
AFL-CIO, protecting level one and level two
labor aristocrats depends on protectionism,
and maintaining defense industry jobs that
typically pay above average wages. Any
threats to the labor aristocracy bring forth
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nationalistic and chauvinist rhetoric from
MoSt unions.

Blacks and even some Hispanics in the
United States are better off than the average
Third World worker. One must not be
reductionistic. Afro-Americans feel strong
cultural ties to Black Africans. Hispanics are
bound by language and culture to their
brothers and sisters in Mexico and Central
America. The same is true of Asian-
Americans. Oppressed minorities in the
United States are the most fertile ground for
social protest and change.

MIM should work in opposing racist im-
migration laws, and in support of migrant
workers, for example. Oppressed national
minorities in the US are closer in income 1o
Third World workers, and share cultural
bonds with their brothers and sisters in
Africa, Asia and Central America. Still many
minorities come to the US or grow up here
with the notion of making it in capitalist soci-
ety. They oppose racism and perhaps
sexism, but may believe that it is all right for
some people to be rich and others 1o be
extremely poor. Oppressed minorities are the
most fertile base in the United States, but one
must fall into the trap of certain late 19605
New Left groups who thought that most Afro-
Americans support immediate socialist
revolution,

MCS states that MIM has basically fol-
lowed line 1, and concentrated on building up
a cadre who back the intemational proletariat
and oppose imperialism, but who do not

much time organizing US workers. In
view of the existence of the first two levels of
labor aristocracy, it probably doesn't make
sense to spend enormous amounts of time
trying to build a class conscious white
proletariat in the US. MIM could give some
effort toward recruiting white workers who
are disgusted by the system, but it is unlikely
that large numbers of white workers are
ready to support the MIM line,

MIM should stress organizin among
Blacks and Hispanics. In pa:ticnir, MIM
must actively back struggles over
immigration. Broad social change is unlikely
ito take place in the United States, at least
¥rom the inside, until there is a significant
shift in the composition of the population to
include more Third World workers. Of
course, conflict between the US and Soviet

4T



Union or major social revolutions in Korea,
the Philippines, Peru, Chile or South Africa
might force from the outside significant
political change in the US even while the
white middle class is the dominan tmp.

In short, MIM needs to recruit mid-
dle class whites who sympathize for
ideological reasons with the Third World
proletariat, and minorities who have at least
sitrong cultural ties with Third World
workers,

MC6 also offers theses on labor

aristocracy
“Draft on Work in the Lowest Strata
of the US i
1. We base our analysis on Lenin's
conclusions in h?‘xperialism and the Split in
Socialism, ie. “to go down lower and
deeper” (p. 18, #2).
Thaluwgtmunfwurkmintheﬂs also
contains a higher percentage of national
minority workers. The lowest stratum
consisting of almost exclusively national

workers.

sonsci:Jiy Homarpn)

2. Therefore the connection between the
national question, the rights of oppress
nations in the US to secede, and a tarian
revolution in general is centered in the lowest
srata.

3. Furthermore, the workers in the lowest
strata and in the oppressed nations comprise a
bridge berween our responsibility in the US
proper and toward struggles in the Third
World:

Lenin showed how the policy of imperialism
caused the international workers movement 1o
fhpﬁt into two sections,the revolutionary and
¢ opportunist. The revolutionary section
sided with the oppressed nations and
opposed imperialism and colonialism. On the
other hand, the opportunist section fed on
the crumbs from the spoils which the
imperialists and colonialists squeezed out of
the people of colonial and semi-colonial
countries. It sided wl::f ﬂi::p:rialism.
colonialism and opposed oppressed
nations for liberation. . . .
The ience of history shows that if the
naﬁm:maﬁm movement is to achieve
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complete victory, it must form a solid alliance
with the revolutionary working-class
movement, draw a clear line of demarcation
between itself and the revisionists who SeTVE
imperialism and colonialism and firmly
eradicate their influence. . . .

The experience of history shows that if the
working-class movement of the capitalist
countries in Western Europe and in North
America is to achieve complete victory, it
must form a close alliance with the national
liberation movements in Africa, Asia and
Latin America, draw a firmline of
demarcation between itself and revisionism
and firmly eradicate its influence. (From
“Polemics Concerning the General Line,”
Peking, 1963)

4. Although the entire population of the US
lives at the of the oppressed nations
in the Third World, is bribed by super-profits

extracted from the working people of the
Third World, we maintain that the
contradictions internal to the US working-
class as a whole are antagonistic
contradictions. That is, the workers in the
;::-w:st strata are in direct conflict with the
abor aristocracy, the upper strata. The
workers in the lowest sirata, including white
workers, have less of a material base to side
with monopoly capitalism and can be won
OVer to an internationalist perspective.

3. The labor leaders are in league with
imperialism directly, and along with a
majority ufmuniunizﬁ workers and the
majority of the petty-bourgeoisie, form the

6. We therefore maintain that the lowest
strata of workers in the US, especially
naticnal minority workers, comprise our
“social base” of potential operations. We
agree with Mao that it is necessary 1o engage
in long legal struggles etc.

7. As far as practice is concerned, we
maintain that the establishment of Soviet-like
organizations among the lowest sirata should
be the focus of our work. The forms may
vary, but the content is the same.
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8. Along with the above, we rely on the
lesson to be drawn from Be Concerned With
the Well-Being of The Masses, etc., by Mao.

9. Finally, in order to arrive at a deepening
of these and other perhaps opposing, ideas,
we propose that an internal publication be
started to be published monthly.

Response by MCS:

The two above responses share a lot
in common with HW, Edwards’s analysis
(Labor Aristocracy: Mass Base for Social
Democracy) in that they talk about strata
within the US working class which are
antagonistic to the revolutionary strata of the
US proletariat. This analysis falls short of
seeing a Black colony or entirely different
classes involved.

Personally, this had been my
position, and in fact, my position did not see
the white working class or even the largest
sections as all that antagonistic to the interests
of the international proletariat. On this
question | must admit that my position was

similar to Bob Avakian's with a siress
on youth and a clearer formulation of the
question of economism.

Il} any case, it seems that to talk about
antagonistic strata of the working class
implies that the privileged labor aristocracy is
a temporary phenomenon, and soon even
these workers will see the light with
increasing hardship.

Post-World War I US history,
however, is not hopeful on this poi
The alliance of US workers with US
imperialism has existed so long that it is
dogmatic to wish for a return of these
workers to the international proletariat. Many
workers have grown up in the labor

: In any case, Marx and Lenin never
said that people stay in one class. Marx

predicted revolution would ha precisely
ch&pﬂtjhhmrwciﬂ:mmninmm
ranks of the working class and ed
by the ever greater concentration of

Hence, there is no reason to talk
about antagonistic strata within the working
class anymore. What Lenin thought was a
growing but temporary problem has become
much more wi The masses of
Euro-Amerikans ally as a nation with US
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imperialism according to Sakai and receive
benefits as a nation.

It is not necessary that Sakai be
entirely correct to achieve the same result. It
could be that the ranks of white exploired
workers have decreased to such a point that
as a small minority they exert little influence
in national politics and tend to become swept
up in nationalism because nationalism
benefits the majority of whites and offers
even exploited whites a significant, a tangible
chance of nsing out of the ranks of the
exploited into the ranks of the middle class.

(T agree with the comrade above who
cites the pull of US middle class life on
people from foreign countries, never mind
whites. This is especially tue of those
fleging the Chinese, Korean, Viemamese and
Filipino revolutions. People fleeing these
revolutions, often with stolen money and
assets and Western educations, provide a
distorted impression of the proletariat in those
countries.)

[ look forward to hearing from these
comrades after they read Sakai because |
wonder if the book will have the same effect
on their line as it had on mine,

As for MC6's 9 points, point 4 does
not answer the question of who is pan of the
US and who is not. [If Blacks and Latnos
are not part of the US but separate natons,
they do not share in super-profits.

As for point 6, it contradicts MC6's
previous emphasis on the advent of fascism
in the United States. Mao explicitly excepted
fascism in discussing the necessity for long
legal struggles. If open and legal struggles
are the way forward, we cannot argue that
there is fascism in the United States.

Point 7 is an exercise in dogma with
no connection to the other 8 points on the
lowest strata of the proletariat.  MCS must
:;gllaip hﬂl:tw Lmi.n:isa:iscussim of Soviets

¥ in the present day.

_Point 8 is also an exercise in dogma
when it comes to understanding the United
States. According to Edwards and Sakai, the
majority of people in the US are middle class.
We should not concern ourselves with
organizing for their needs. Hence, we are

only interested in the needs of a minority of
workers within the boundaries of the US.

194



Correspondence *

Writer wants MIM to clarify

who the enemy is

To go on to another comment on “sertler
R?pujaticms." Does MIM consider the
ongol hordes who overrode China in the
past, and whom China absorbed into her
culture as was her way of overcoming
enemies, a “settler population,” and does
MIM now advocate throwing them out or
beheading them? To me this would make as
much sense as 1o call white Americans whose
ancestors came here in the Seventeenth
Century a “settler population.” This is only
an excuse 1o make war on us, in my opinion.

Does MIM consider the Vandals, the
Ostrogoths and the Gauls & Visigoths who
overran and ransacked Rome in the Fourth
Century A.D. “settler populations? Should
they be routed out of Italy and whatever they
owned taken away from ?

The Tartars or “Tatars” pillaged parts of
Russia at one time. Are their endants
now “settler population,”™ and should m:‘{
now be routed out by the skin of their tee

and é:iﬂuriui?

hould the Moors be routed out of India
as a “settler population™ since they overcame
the Aryans already living there with
that population. Or the “Moors” who
conquered Spain at one time? Should they
now be called a “settler population™ and
disinherited? [ would very much like to see
your answer to this very i question.

How is MIM recei by the Chinese
bourgeoisie in this country, who have gotten
rich off the sweatshops worked in mainly by
women in this country? What is their
position?

The theory that there is no white
proletariat here and that we are all guilty of
stealing the Amerind’s land and exploiting
them, is we might say, “guilt by association™
theory. I did not steal their land and have
always admired their culture. Am I going to
be hung for these crimes? In all history al]
political entities have begun as small,
admirable states, rose to a degree of power
and wealth, exploited and profitted from
other countries and then fell, through over-
i ol ol e o T

reject this guilt trip that my culture
stole the Indian Fs.“::f.m‘!lll:l. It was a terrible thing

and [ have no use for the people who did this:
the European trading companies and land
companies, the empires, and the religiously
neurotic Pilgrims and Puritans and sundry
others. I long ago stopped worshipping the
Pilgrims and the Puritans.

However, that is an individual thing and 1
am doubtless a minority in this philosophy.
It is difficult to hang a guilt trip on an
emotionally healthy, aware person of any
wisdom. Christianity also rules by guilt, and
helps its governments control mission lands
by guilt.

People planning revolutions are also
guilty of plotting to take violent control of
other people’s ONS ON ONe pretext or
another, the hnm havc-nump?unrival
of the fittest will prevail. [ do not believe in

ire, but it has gone on from early history
m:ﬁgwﬁuﬂ and doubtless will to the end of
time, which may not be far off unless we
making nukes.
m—&tﬁﬁﬂ from South
October, 1987

Response by MC5

It is correct not to accept a guilt wip
regarding the genocide of Native-Americans.
The main point of reviewing Sakai was not
guilt-whipping; although, traditionally,
groups in trends related to Sakai's—e.g.
John Brown Anti-Klan Committee—have
employed this strategy of playing, albeit
unconsciously, into Chnstian guilt/ethics.

The point of Sakai, which MCS5
obviously did not do sufficient justice to in the
review is to understand why Euro-Amerikan
workers are not rising up for social change
right now. Part of the answer to that is to
explain why workers have no socialist
radition in the United States. When asked
why the working class movements did not
develop in the 1800s, one must answer that
the United States was always a country of
land-holders. If an industrial working class
started to develop in the latter half of the 19th
r::nnm{.’m: must remember that most mﬂ“
in the United States could at least re r
times when land-grabbing and landholding
was the ule. So the stealing of Indian land is
important in analysis of the history of the
proletariat in the United States and should be
kept in mind in terms of reparations needed -
today.
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More importantly, Sakai did not just talk
about the seizure of Indian land, but showed
how at each period of history, with brief
excepions, the Euro- Amerikan working class
allied with the capitalist class to engage in
¢superexploitation”; of non-Euro-Amerikan
peoples.

Today, a key statistic in Sakai’s arsenal is
that 54% of white workers are white collar.
That has nothing to do with guilt and it is
only remotely related to the land question of
the 1600s, 1700s and 1800s. Itis a statistic
that revolutionaries in the United States must
reckon with today, not as a moral statement,
but as a statement about where revolutionary

ies will be best spent.

far as what should be MIM’s outlook
on the white masses of the US, that is a
question answered elsewhere. Sakai has
concluded that they are the enemies of the
international proletariat, that they must be
fought. MCS5 personally sees that as a
plausible analysis, but offers a different one.

As for reparations, it is interesting how
some of the writer's arguments could easily
be used to oppose something as mild as
affirmative action! After all, whites oday are
not guilty of slave-owning; did not steal the
land of the Mexicans or the Indians; why
should they suffer reverse discrimination to
make up for tha?

Eurc- Amerikans start their lives with an
advantage conferred on them for their group
membership, That is not to say white
is richer than every Black. It only says that
the average white is better off than the
average Black. And that has o do with the
histories of the two groups and the
E;aplnimﬁmufun: group by another to this

Y.

Of course, the poor Euro- Amerikans also
deserve affirmatve action, rions to
some extent. No Marxist revolutdon would
ignore class in issues such as education, job
Opportunities, access to health care ete,

Writer supports Position IV (as
dubbed by editor): disenchanted
labor aristecracy is moving in
correct direction

[ take strong exception to the premise that
there is no proletariat in the United States

anymore! 1111
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What about the poor in Appalachia?
What about the homeless? What about single
mothers who seldom collect ther money
awarded to them and their children in court?
Poor elderly women? The working poor?
The disabled?

I think that the term “bourgeois™ is very
loosely used. It does not include every poor
schmuck driving a truck, pounding a beat, or

a r)"fcwntl:r.

see this position as racism—anti-white.
For shame, you need us. We need each
other. J. Sakai, this is a thinly disguised
excuse o rape this country,

The “labor aristocracy™ if there ever was
one, had whatever they had because they
fought bloody battles on the strike lines.
Today labor is all but extinct in this country
due to moving companies to the Third World
for more exploitation. Benefits at work are
drastically reduced, and “bonuses” take the
place of merit salary increases.

[ have more on thoughts on this business
of no white proletariat in the U.S. Firstly, as
previously stated, [ think that MIM must
make use of the disenchanted of this now-
losing empire and become the wave of the

A race war never helps anyone and
¢an boomerang. The Chinese over centuries
have absorbed many in invasions and thereby
remained afloat as a high-level culture,
despite economic difficulties at present. [If [
might add, at least partially China has gone
the route of integration. Mao brought
together many nationalities without giving
them their own countries, so if we do not
follow Mao's road, are we not conradicting
ourselves? —ed.]

I think that Mao has shown that the thing
to do is to organize the peasants in the
countryside, thatis what brought his
success. As you may recall, on the Long
March he collected the peasants as he went
and that led to his success.

Now there are doubtless few peasants in
the countryside here. BUT conditions are
fast approaching desperation here for millions
of people. The homeless, the poor on
welfare, the working poor, parts of the
middle class who are rapidly losing benefirs
at work such as health benefits, parental leave
for childbirth, merit salary increases, and
many who can no longer afford to buy
homes, the old American dream.
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Many of these are not people who read,
can afford to read, like to read, or have any
place to read. they must be organized as Mao
ﬂd, by collecting them, personally, if need

As to the factory workers, they are
mptdi}rbmunﬁngnbmlmm,mdun:may
caich. Some few strikes seem to indicate that
there is life yet: in a few factories (where
are not brutalized), peace activists, the ri
football players, and the teachers rying to
stay in the middle class. The middle class is
being destroyed by Reagan and the
capitalists, so here is ripe ground for
revolution, sooner or later,

In history it is always when the middle
class gets so discouraged that they join the
lower classes and knock out the top layer that
a revolution occurs. So the writers really
start a revolution as with Voltaire and others,
but the roops then man the barricades. We
are getting ripe here, but the middle class is
not yet awake as to the simation—just a few
of us are beginning to yawn.

But people have some ption and
spunk and have strikes and fight for better
conditions and earn them so that they are their
families live better, then you immediatel
consign them to hell as “labor aristocracy.”
This is a no-win simation, and you might as
well admit, straight out, that you simply hate
whites who have until recently ruled the
world, and want an excuse to snatch
whatever they have away from them and

wipe them out. Isn't that a lot of wasted
ort when you might get the cooperation of
man dmﬁmd people like myself? [am
ing toward the end of changing this
white conformity, so deeply ingrained.
Some friends and family will lain of
different aspects nfmuu: i I have
begun to point out that they still support the
system, as do many black “bourgeois” or
“petit-bourgeois.” Of late some are
beginning to see the larger picture.
However, it take time, patience and finesse.
Yours is a different path, and rightly so. 1
understand it.

I also am beginning to understand better
that the labor people and some blacks have
been bought off with a few more crumbs
from the table rather than working to change
or overthrow the entire malignant system.
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I have studied the Lenin piece,
Imperialism and the Split in Socialism, which
TOS sent me. It has been very helpful in
helping me to understand better some of your
theorires about the “labor ari " and the
lack of a real “white proletariat™ in this
country. 1 agree with much that is in the
Lenin piece. [ have had some of these ideas
myself, such as the extreme conformity of the
English, for example.

Did Mao collect his people by pamphlets
and writing in the beginning? Perhaps he
did, but my view of it, with limited
knowledge, was that he fought and marched
and was concerned that the people had
“cooking oil and salt,” for example, as in th
ecopied sheets “Be Concemed with the Well-
Being of the Masses, Pay Attention to
Methods of Work,” (January 27, 1934),

—Same friend as above

October, 1987

Response by MCS 4
First, agreed, written propaganda cannot
replace the spoken word or even the graphic

g

m. there is a difference between
an individual and the individual's group. As
MIM Theory 9&10 said, MIM accepts
anyone who upholds its line, and at this point
that is contained only in a handful of
documents of which MIM Theory 9&10 is
not one yet

However, the fact that one is personally
active or that one knows Euro- Amerikans
who are progressive or revolutionary does
not that Euro-Amerikans as a group are
in tgf:.:m: boat. Indeed, Sakai does not
expect Euro-Amerikan workers to have a
response like the one above on average and it
is because these workers do not demonstrate

letarian consciousness as g group and
ﬁmm they do not in fact have proletarian
interests as a group that Sakai says there is
no Euro-Amerikan proletariat. That is not the
same thing as saying there are no Euro-
Amerikan revolutionaries.

Euro-Amerikans can be revolutionary if
they are revolutionary defeatists, meaning
that they support the defeat of the government
of their nation. Also in order to be
revolutionary, Euro-Amerikans must be
willing to give up the self-interest of their
race, nation, class etc. and only take the



idmlagicﬂ view of the international

As for Mao's line on the needs of the
masses, we should remember to focus on the
needs of the super-exploited and exploited
and minimize our conflicts with the needs of
the middle classes. Fighting to get workers a
raise to buy a new car is not the way
forward. '

Writer criticizes former
Bolshevik League/ New
International Distributors:

supports electoral politics

To comment on one last item of the last
issue of MIM 9810 which was the
proposed plan to discredit the Democrats by
supporting Jesse Jackson, hoping that that
would cause “white flight” from him at
voting time, or from the Democrats.

First, this is manipulative behavior, and
this usuvally rebounds like a boomerang
against the user.

Secondly, Jesse Jackson is, first, last and
always a Baptist preacher, and thinking
people aren’t going to vote for him anyway.
Besides, many of us dedicated to the
separation of church and state are not goin
to vote for him. If he should be nominated,
which [ doubt, 1 would, most probably for
the first tme in my life, vote for no one at all!
This has always been the position of the
Socialist Labor Party: w vote supports the
present system.

I would suggest that we select and run
our own idate if we have a suitable one
with the expertise and experience to do so.
Run candidates of our own. However, that
goes back to the question of how much
exposure we want. Are we ready to run our
own candidate?

The Socialist Party USA is running
candidates and scraping hard to do so, both
financially and otherwise.

Either throw caution to the winds, and
run candidates, if we have them, or maintain
ta:-i:mm silence and work covertly to build a

It seeems to me rather juvenile to think
that if the Republicans won there would be
war and conditions more conducive to
revolutdon Wild flights of fancy., If the
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Republicans win, things will be even more
repressive than now!!!

—Same person

October, 1987

Response by MCS5

The only thing I agree with is that the
masses can usuvally tell when someone is
being manipulative. Otherwise, MIM
disagrees with the above as stated in its
founding documents.

Mao, however, stressed that the
communists in imperialist countries would
have to endure long periods of legal class
struggles (speech from the sixth plenary
session of the sixth central commintes of the
CCPy:

“Internally, capitalist countries practise
bourgeois democracy (not feudalism) when
they are not fascist or at war; in their external
relations, they are not oppressed by, but
themselves oppress other nations. Because
of these characteristics. . . In these countries,
the question is one of long legal smruggle. . .
and the form of struggle bloodless (non-
military)." (H.W. Edwards, Labor
Aristocracy, p. 394)

MIM does not have an official stance on
the above gquote from Mao, There are two
potential issues in it. One is that Mao says
non-military stuggle, not parliamentary
sm.llgilc necessanly (sorry, don’t have more
on subject by Mao on hand). Secondly,
it i a concrete guestion whether or not the
US is involved in war, and in particular World
War ITI and what that means for action now.

Reader subscribes to other

papers with info from MIM

I have found the lit. to be enlightening
and reladvely non-sectarian. [ keep abreast
of what's going on in the world by listening
to international (shortwave) broadcasts and

by reading lefust papers and stuff. With all
the shit thar's on and domestic radio these
days, what else is there?

I was thrilled o receive the list of various
outfits to the “left” of social democracy, I
have written to a bunch of them and have
added Challenge and Revolutionary Worker
to the list of papers I receive (PDW, The
Pm the WA, Workers" Vanguard,
W " World). I'm thinking about adding
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the National Alliance, Burning Spear and
maybe a couple of others.

I'm pleasantly surprised to get my hands
on this list; since I'm not sure just who's out
there and you can't find them all listed in a
reference like the Encyclopedia of Societies
and Associations.

I will comment that I feel your criticism
of the Sparts as “agent of the state” and
likewise insinuations in “The SL: Working
for Two Bourgeoisies” are somewhat
gutterish and in taste. However, the
Sparts do seem to have a record of disruptive/
disparaging/ wrecking activity, Concerning
the “agents of the stae™ ., how am [ to
know that MIM isn't such? The
revolutionary must take a risk and hope that
his/her name does not end up in an FBI file
under “subversive” or “agent of a foreign
power” as they prefer to call us. Since I am
not in the demonstrations, protests, etc., how
am [ w0 know how people act? The antics of
the Sparts, RCP etc, are often mentioned, but
how am [ to know how MIM behaves? The
MLP often bitches about how LOM, SWP,
and the reformist crowd tries to “hold them
back” or dissuade militant activity, such as
recently at the “young™ Reaganite convention
in Seattle. (See the Workers’ Advocate, “To
Hell with *Ollie Mania,"™ 8/1/87). What
would you have done in this situation?

3) As you recall, in my last letter [ was
telling you about the books on your book list
that [ was looking for at the libraries in my
arca. Recently I have read The Black
Panthers Speak, SDS (really enjoyed this
onel), Seize the Time, and Turning Point in
China (too simplistic). I learned a lot about
US radical/ revolutionary/ activist/ history
during a time when the struggle heated up a
bit. Iam appreciative of the contribution that
MIM makes to today's struggle and to build a
fighting movement. [ share my literature and
Eﬁm with a couple of friends who have a.

-assed interest,

4) I am still somewhat confused but
consider myself as Marxist-Leninist and
rﬂvnluﬁnnm;y; I mnﬁagunfms I have l[m:n
“poisoned” by “anti-Mao™ pmpl?ﬂdu. ran
into your good friends the Sparts and
Hoxhaites before I ever found out the MIM
and RCP. Ido not consider myself as either
pro- or anti- Mao; I am still debating it in my
head.

Mao-Cow, Trotsky-Shitsky, Hoxha-
Codger, what does it matter? Their ass is
history anyway,
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Who knows what they would “think™ if
they were alive today anyhow? Yesterda ¥'s
Maoists and “third worlders,” like the CWP
are today’s pro-Soviet crowd. Trotskyism,
likewise, can be just about anything; from
“Hail Red Army in Afghanistan,” or “To Hell
with Afghanistan and the USSR™!

In one of your articles, you mentioned
that it was “effectively liquidationist” to call
Marxist-Leninist leadership of the anti-
intervention movement, and then went on to
apologize and make “excuses” for
liquidationism and reformism. But then, if

want to be “hip” to adventurism also.
¥ conclusion is that the two faces of
Maoism are reformism and adventurism.

5) I will say that US imperialism’s
crimes against Nicaragua, Grenada, and El
Salvador are a strong argument in favor of
breaking the anti-intervention movement
away from the liberals and social-democrats.

Just look at the praises the contragate
committee members lavished on Reagan's
fascist flunkies during the hearings. Yes,
these |praises: came from pro-contra and
“anti-contra” Democrats and Republicans
Elh;:k:l:. Oh, the fine words fﬂrfpau‘éztism! Oh,

uent speeches for ™ =
mmmr“hmm:hﬁghu" in Central ﬁmm,
HOW SICK!

But 10 MIM's way of thinking, we
should not get out of line. No we should
pray and beg the Democrats ot chan ge their
wicked ways! It is “liquidationist” or
“sectarian” 1 build a movement that exposes
the Democrats and their Reaganite ways.
How absurd!

[ must wonder why Maoists fall into the
traps of social-chauvinism (OL, CPML),
anarchism (RCP, Shimo), and outright
desertion o social and reformism
(CWP, LOM). And all in the name of “anti-
revisionism.”

You may consider me to be an eclectic,
but I consider it “non-sectarianism.” Believe
it or not, I am trying to overcome my
prejudices and suspicions against Maoism.
Perhaps Mao had good intentions and the
Culwral Revolution was not merely a fiasco
and a power struggle within the bureaucracy
of the CCP.

When | first began to study Marxism, [
was amused by the debates and polemics
between various parties. Now [ take these
things somewhat more seriously.

If T weren't so serious, I'd be tempted to
Taugh it all off as a joke,
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By the way, a recent BBC broadcast
mentioned the death of a Chinese youth by
drowning. Observers, who watched her
struggle without attempting to rescue her, are
reporied to have said “someone should pay
us to save her life," “there are too many
pecple in China anyway,” and “it is bad luck
to carry a dead person out of water.,” Self-
centeredness, no compassion and superstition
is the result of the “get rich” thought of
today's China.

—Another comrade from the South

August, 1987

Response by MCS5:

Well, it’s for polemics like this that MIM
Theory is made for, as ﬁpnmd w MIM
Notes, which is for wider dismibution. The
:ﬂsgrnnsu i5 numbered to cormrespond to the

2) MIM's evaluation of the Spartacist
League comes from intensive experience.

It is interesting that most people in the US
cannot experience the contendon of the
various “M-L" groups in the major cities.
The letter mentions his residence as in a
“put-up-and-shut-up, conservative,
depoliticized™ right to work state and a county
where Christian fundamentalists dominate.
This letter-writer would not be able to
evaluate in practice all the groups that he read
about because they do not exist in his area.

Maybe such people need to move or at
least visit cities occasionally. Indeed, one
could do a service by stocking bookstores in
the nearest cities with the literature one gets.

4) MIM Notes has had amicles about
adventurists who get caught up in the court
system. MIM is “innocent as charged™ by the
letter-writer for generally supporting
adventurists/terrorists in such a context.

Despite his non-sectarian veneer, it’s too
bad he doesn't recognize it as legitimate to
work for Prisoners of War, political
prisoners in the US and others that the US
government is rying to punish for its own
injustice.

As for reformism the reference involved
is where MIM said it would be better to be
liquidationist than armchair dogmatists
because even while liquidationist/reformists
are incorrect politcally, they still have a
chance to learn from political practice the
truth about the political system in the United
States. Armchair dogmatists have no
experience with which to compare their
dogmas and hence have no hope of
advancing polidcally,

"1

5) This section carries polemics to the
Ecigt where they start to lose their valye

use they say o much in wo lite space,
First of all MIM never said not to build
anti-imperialisy/ militarist movements. The
question was whether or not to try to take
over specific single-issue organizations,

The writer advocates the opportunist
strategy of working in such single-issue
groups until its members give himher their
trust, so that s/he can break them away from

The problem is that there is nothing 1o
stop revolutionaries from talking to the
people in such single-issue groups and
showing them the practices of
revolutionaries. There is no need to hide out
in these groups, withhold one's fully
revolutionary perspective or otherwise slime
one’s way into people's political
consciousness.

In Ann Arbor, the largest Latin American
solidarity group, which has many satellite
groups, is led by the Democratic
Congressional candidate of the 2nd district
(as of 1986). The people in this group work
in the congressional campaign. Yet, the
writer implies he would not be satisfied
unless helped build up this particular
I Combridge, sk led by

ge. ar groups are
FDR cheerleaders, presidential Espirants and
the CP. What the writer does not understand
is that there will always be a material basis
for the Democrats and various opportunists to
lead in particular single-issue groups.

P:cﬂ: who want to cut-off aid to the
contras do not necessarily have revolutionary
ideas; some such groups will be organized
solelv because its participants don’t think the
contra solution wil work; they want a chance
for US invasion or no aid at all.

There is no inherent reason
revolutionaries should have a strangle-hold
on the wopic of Central America or the topic of
South Africa. The bourgeoisie also organizes
on these subjects. They organize their way;

we don't need to copy them.
6) The writer has a good attitude on
reading the literature of all the groups. The

many "M-L" groups may not have earned the
role of historical forces yet. At the same
time, those who want social change must use
their heads to find the best means.
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CIA bribes press in Central America
The following is a summary of an article by US
journalist Martha Honey which appeared in the
March/April 1987 issue of the Columbia Journalism
Review.

presented in a secret testimeny 1o a US
congressional committee by Mr. Milizn-Redriguez,
whia ran the airlift operations for the Canlras irom El
Salvador. (Source: Independert, 30/6:87)

At least eight Costa Rican journalists, including
three top editors, receive manthly payments fram
the ClA, either directly arthrough Contra groups.
Their jcb is 1o get inta the press stories,
commentaries or ecitorials attacking Nicaragua and
sympathetic to the Contras. This was revealed by
Carles Morales, a Costa Rican professorof
journalism, who started an investigation after g
former student confessed to him that he was taking
manay from the CIA to supplement a meager salary.
Edgar Chamarre, one of the former directors of FON
(the fargest Contra group), submitted an affidavit to
the World Court in Sapt, 1285 in which ha
contessed: 7 also received maney from the CIA to
bribe Honduran joumalists and broadcasters to write
and speak favorably about the FON and to attack the
government of Nicaragua and call for its overthrow.
... Approximately 15 Honduran joumnalists and
erswere onihe ClA's payroll, and our
influence was thereby extended to every major
Honduran newspaper and radio and TV station.”
Similar admissions come fram a farmer top official of
ARDE, the Costa Rica based Cantra group.
Since 1977, after a Senata investigation revealed
that the CIA had maintained working relations with
ever 30 Narth American reparters aver 2 period of
years, new rules have been in force prohibiting the
CIA Irom ertering info contractual relationships with
US joumnalists, Tha law, hawever, says nothing
about entering inta such relationships with foreign
fournalists, or about allowing agency cperatives to
Pose as foreign journalists. It appears that the ClA is
daing both. Martha Honey describes the cases of
two ClA operatives who were in Central America to
fight with the Contras but whe at the same time WErE
posing as foreign pumalists.
Paid-off joumalists have healped plart fictiious
stories. in January 1984 both ARDE and FDN were
nstructed by the CIA to take responsibdity far tha
mining of Nicaragua's harbors, and after the May
1284 bombing of the prass conferenca at Eden
Fastara’s jungle camp (the CIA assassination
attempt on Pastora) Costa Rican paid-olf jpumalisis
printed stories imended to get the investigation off
irack by blaming the bomibing on leftist lemorists, A
kot of this disinformatian is pickad up by the Western
Prass and increases disinformation in the US and in
Eurape.

Drug bosses give $10m to the
contra

Dirug lords involved in the cocaine frads inthe US
donated §10mto the Contras, according to US
cangressional sources. The evidence was
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REPRESSION BY THE HAITIAN JUNTA =

During the last two months, the U.S, backed Military Junta in Haiti, has launched one of the most severe repressions
against the Haitian masses. This latest wave of repression began when the Central Autonomous Workers Federation had
called a strike 1o protest against the closing down of most of the state controlled industries in the country. The military
Junta responded with a communiqué abolishing the C.AAT.H. and seizing control of the slectoral process from the Pro-
visional Electoral Council. The later is a special body put together to supervise the presidential election scheduled for
November 1987, as mandated by the new Constitution. In face of the blatant violation of the Constitution, the Haitian
masses responded by taking to the streets of the Capital, the Provinces, organizing general strikes, massive demonstrations
inorder to force the National Council of Government to step down. The army responded by killing scores of people, some
being shot right in their homes.

On July 23 and 24, in Jean Rabel, a small town in Haiti's remote Northwest, hundreds and possibly close 1o one thou-
sand peasants were shot, clubbed, hacked and burned to death by former members of the deposed Dictator, Jean-Claude
Duvalier's paramilitary Tonton Macoutes now integrated in the army, and by goon squads sent by local big landowners,
such as the Lucas and Poitvien clans. The peasants who were massacred belonged to a regionwide association called Tt
Ansanm { Heads Together) which progressive Catholic missionaries have been organizing since the early 1970’ to bring
gbout land reform.

Meanwhile the U5, government continues 1o give full support to the very unpopuiar National Council of Government
providing it with arms and tear gas to further repress the Haitian masses. While most people in Haiti do not believe that
presidential elections can and will take place with the National Couneil of Government headed by General Henry
Namphy, the United States Government continues squarely to back it up. In the words of the United States representative
in Haiti: “Governments are not changed by demonstrations but through elections”™. But whether the election in Haiti will
be democratic or not seems to be irrelevant o the U.S. State Department. As stated in an editorial by the N.Y. Times on
August 20, 1987, which has always given full support to the military Junta: “an undemocratic Junta thus seems democ-
racy’s best bet”

The undemocratic practices of the U.S. Government in Haiti from the time of the occupation (1915-1934) to date, were
clearly revealed when the U.S. ambassador in Haiti. Mr. Benson McKinley said: “in the event that the sitvation in Haiti
becomes uncontrolable, we will all go home and maybe we'll return just like we did during the time of Vilbrun
Guillaume.” The U.S. Government used the assasination of V. Guillaume who was president in 1915 in order to invade
Haitit._ Therefore, Mr. McKinley's statement clearly means that the U.S. will once again occupy Hait at whatever time it
sees fit

Very little coverage by the U.S. media and at times erroneous information about the recent events in Haiti, has given the
Military Junta a free reign to murder, assasinate its opponents and even reluctant critics. In light of this, we are inviting all
revolutionaries, progressive, freedom loving people to attend a political and cultural event which will be held on:

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 11, 1987, AT 6:00 P.M. AT P.S. 41, CORNER 6th AVE AND 11th AVE. —~.
FOR INFORMATION CALL: 284-0889 R e al T

DOWN WITH THE MILITARY JUNTA!
DOWN WITH U.S. IMPERIALISM!
LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE HAITIAN PEOPLE!
BUILD SOLIDARITY BETWEEN

THE HAITIAN AND AMERICAN PEOPLE! Nag®

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE: JULY 284k CONTINGENT @ MOKAM @ CHORAMA @ ASETA
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US Presidential campaign

A poll that matters, really

The bourgeoisie as a class apparently has not

decided who will be the next president. That is not to
say that the key fractions have not.

A poll of chief executive officers of COrpora-
tions shows that they are divided between George
Bush and Sen. Robert Dole. 41% said the Democrats
have less than a 50% chance of winning the White
House,

A plurality says Bush will win. (Ann Arbor
News, 1/14/88, p. b9)

Other polls show that Bush is in trouble be-
cause he is losing the labor aristocracy vote that Rea-
gan won. According to Bush's pollster Peter Teeley,
blue-collar and low-income white collar workers will
be "‘the swing vote™ in November, especially because
of their importance in the three swing states — Michi-
gan, Ohio and Illinois. (Detroit News, 5/8/88, p. 1)

Meanwhile, a poll shows that with Sam Nunn
on the ticket with Dukakis, Dukakis will beat Bush
handily — 46% to 34%. (New York Times, 5/17/88,
p. 12) Nunn is the preferred choice of delegates to the
Democratic convention. Where does Nunn stand on the
issues? He is mostly known as the hawk chair of the
Senate Armed Services Committee, He also opposed
extending the deadline for ratifying the Equal ights
Amendment, voted for giving states rights 1o decide
abartion issues and “tried to weaken the Voting Rights
Act.” (Detroit Free Press, 5/9/88, p. 4a)

Finally, in another poll that matters, the chief
executives of the top 120 US corporations with sales
of 31 billion a year or more have spoken: 86% oppose
divestment from South Africa; 75% want cuts in non-
military federal spending and 60% want a cut in mili-
tary spending. (New York Times, 4f25/88, p. 2)

Dukakis and Bush spend most mone ¥

By the way, if you predicted that the candidates
with the most money would win their party’s nomina-
tions, you were right. Bush and Dukakis had the most
money of all candidates before the pri voting
started. (New York Times, 10/17/87, p. 7)

Dukakis had planned to spend his legal limit of
$27.6 million by the end of May. (New York Times,
4/23/88, p. 8) This left him little or no money 10 spend
in California and New Jersey primaries.

Mavist Internationalist Movement
PD Box 3576
Ann Arbor, M 48108-3576

Dukakis favors first-strike

“Massachusetts Gov, Dukakis, in an interview
published in today’s New York Daily News, said he
could envision using nuclear weapons if the Soviets
invaded Europe and conventional weapons failed to
stop them.

“*I don't think it's going to happen,” he said.
But *we've got 1o be prepared to use nuclear force.'”
(AP, Ann Arbor News, 4/13/88, p. f1)

Dukakis removed adopted kids of gays

Dukakis removed two adopted sons from a gay
couple’s custody while a Governor in Massachusetts.
According to the Guardian, Dukakis said the children
would be better off in 2 “‘normal'™ household.
{(Guardian: Independent Radical Newsweckly, 3/2/88,
p- 3)

Dukakis has strong bourgeois backers

While it is clear where George Bush gets his
support for the presidency — the CIA, Wall Street Re-
publicans and many of the same places Reagan got it
— Dukakis is also well-backed in eois circles.

In New York, Ted Kennedy Jr., campaigned
across the state for Dukakis. (Poughkeepsie Journal,
4/15/88, 2a)

Throughout the campaign he has had heavy
support from a major Boston bank.

Harvard politicos are also behind Dukakis. His
campaign manager is a Harvard law professor. He
also has backing at the Kennedy. School of Govern-
ment.

One former campaigner turned critic has
pointed out the extent that Dukakis now kow-tows to
corporations. The co-coordinator for Dukakis in Ran-
dolph, MA in his 1982 gubernatorial bid claims that
Dukakis promised that Prowse Farm would be saved
as a historic site. However, despite national coverage
and making the ise to luminaries such as Boston
Celtics players, is caved in to Motorola Corp.
and allowed its subsidiary Codex to develop the Farm.
(Robert L. Keighton, Ibid., 5a)

Subscribe to MIM Notes

New rates: $1.50 per issue for as many issues
desired

Send cash, blank checks or blank money orders
made out for amount, but do not make any check
or money order out to MIM. Please write if tl'_::é‘zj
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Jesse Jackson takes US chauvinist line

Asked by the New York Times his stance on
the PLO, Jackson changed his position once again and
said he would talk to the PLO. Yet, this time the ratio-
nale was quite explicit,

He said he would negotiate with Qaddafi in
Libya and anyone clse including the South African
regime because ““‘there must be no place on earth off
limits to American influence.”” (New York Times,

4/16/88, p. 8)

Jesse Jackson backs away from PLO

“Jesse Jackson, often attacked for what critics
call pro-Arab stands, continued to distance himself
from the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) by
saying that allowing extremists at the aining table
would be a 'furmuIE for camstrophe.” = £
“Jackson, who had
Palestinian people are not the
would not meet again with PLO leader
25 he did in the late 19705
Times, 4/12/88, p. 6a)

This backsliding by Jackson caused one MIM
correspondent to say, “It is impossible to get elected 1o
the Presidency if one is not beholden to the corporate
structure, ™

Confederate flag still flies

A battle in the Alabama state legislature con-
cerns the Confederate Flag which still flies over the
state Capitol. The speaker of the House called his
Black opponent a ““monkey™ and said that if the Black
legislator climbed the flag pole to take it down, he
would “‘reach greater heights than any Black man in

Alabama history." (Guardian: Independ
Newsweekly, 3/2/88, p. 5) g
flag also flies
and Mississippi,
A majority of whites favors leaving the flag up;
:-e T:ajmtt!;: of Ef:::lks npplmes it. Once again, there ap-
5 10 be no white etariat even in i
Alabama. (Ibid.) oo AL Poae
Traditional leftist scholars argued that the Civil
War was a class war in the interests of white labor,
However, aside from the lack of historical support
from the Northern white working class for the Civil
War, it remains true today that the common white per-
son of the South identifies more with the bourgeoisie
than with the international proletariat, which would
never tolerate the flying of the Confederate flag,

Radical

in South Carolina, Georgia

US bails out largest Texas bank (New
York Times, 3/18/88, p. 1)

Police kill Black in detention

“Loyal Garner Jr., 34, of Florien, La., died
Dec. 27 of head injuries investigators believe were
inflicted during a beating in the Sabine County Jail.”
(AP, Ann Arbor News, 1/10/88, d5)

Three white police officers stand charged, but
only for civil rights violations. Each was released on
525,000 bond.

200 people in a town 1,300 showed up at a
rally in front of church protesting the incident. (Ibid.)

Dollar down to post-WWTII low against
Mark and Yen (NYT, 12/11/87, p. 35)

A long time has elapsed since the November
issue of MIM Notes. Some comrades wrongly
assurmed that MIM Notes had come out several
times in the meantime and wrote to say that they
would like to be put back on the subscription list.
Others probably concluded that MIM had folded,
The good news is that there was Just a lapse in
MIM Notes publication, nothing too serious.

The bad news is this has been the worst lapse in
the existence of MIM Notes.

It underscores some problems in the MIM
organization,

1) MIM Notes is not run professionally, How
Lenin would scoff at MIM' s lack af permanent
financial backing!

2) The revolutionary movement is understaffed

s @ result,
3) There has been a security breach in the

organization, which MIM has not overcome at this
time. Despite this unsolved breach it was deemed

necessary for MIM Notes to come our.

4) Comrades who communicate with MIM
should do so anonymously or from addresses that
do not leave them exposed to the state.

J) MIM comrades have had the additional
problem of having to dedicate themselves to
diverting and deepening local struggles that reached
critical turning points,

MIM will keep people posted on Progress made
in these aregs.

For now, MIM can only offer its largest issue of
all time to make up for the longest lapse of all time.

Editor-in-chief this issue: MC5
Associate editor this issue: MCQ®
Researchers: MC2, MC@, MC5

Comrades should send their votes, criticisms and
comments on “Focus on focoism” and the two
articles on the Soviet Union in MIM Theory, so-
MIM can determine whether they can be adopted as
official statements of MIM.
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MS allows interracial marriage!

Last November Mississippi voters repealed a
“97-year-old constitutional ban on interracial marriage
(which had already been struck down by the courts),
but they did so by an embarrassingly close 52% to
48%." (Time, 11/16/87, p. 32)

Corps. in S. Africa will pay double tax

Reagan signed into law a bill that will increase
the effective tax rate of US companies operating in
South Africa to 72%. It should raise revenue of $20
million.

Previously, corporations could deduct taxes
paid to South Africa from taxes paid to the United
States.

Other countries to have the same type of tax are
Iran, Syria and Libya. (Guardian: Independent Radical
Newsweekly, 2/3/88, p. 9)

Democrats promote anti-Iran racism

The Reagan administration has said that its
arms for hostages deal with Iran aimed at increasing
the influence of moderates in Iran seeking to curb Is-
lamic revolutionary zeal,

Critic Caspar Weinberger (Defense Secretary)
within the Reagan administration questioned this view,
not because he opposed secret methods to arm the
contras but because he believed that the Iranians are “a
group of fanatical madmen.” (Cox News Service, Ann
Arbor News, 12/1/88, p. c1)

Weinberger's criticism of the Iran-contra scam
is a good example of how not to criticize the Reagan-
Bush-Poindexter-North shenanigans.

To the extent that Democrats have dismissed
Reagan’s view of Iranians in the government as ratio-
nal people, they have contributed to a racist view of
[ranians — a view very useful to justify making war
on Iran. (See MIM Notes 33 for an analysis of the US
bombing of Iran.)

Anti-Iran chauvinism is quite popular.In a poll
of 836 people conducted 9/21-2/87, the New York
Times found that nnlgr 2% had favorable “feelings to-
ward Iran generally.” (New York Times, QIHJ’E;, p.
9) 78% had an unfavorable feeling toward Iran, (Thid.)

While it is hard to outdo Reagan on the chau-
vinism front, the Democrats are doing just that with the
Iran-contra scam. They criticize making deals with ter-
rorists out of the theory that all Iranians are insane ter-
TOr1518,

The correct lesson to draw from the Iran-contra
scam is that the US ruling class is desperately engaged
in covert wars across the globe — wars so covert that
the public and part of the government itself is not in-
formed of what is going on.

Women’s earnings for full-time work
70% of men’s (NYTimes, 9/4/87, p. 1)

Women unhappy with men

“Most American women are alienated, unhappy
and unsatisfied in their relationships with men, and 75
ercent of women married for at least five years are
aving affairs according to a new baok by Shere Hite,”
{Ann Arbor News, 10/ 3/87, p. a3)
Poverty shifts frequently
“At least one-quarter of all Americans will fall
into poverty during their lives but most won't stay
poor long. One-third of today's poor will have left the
impoverished ranks within two vears. But another one-
third will stay at least 10 years.” This is according
to the University of Michigan Institute for Social Re-
search. (Ann Arbor News, 1/28/88, p. d12)
The fact that most people do not stay poor long
prevents them from developing class consciousness.
Instead, people aspire to higher classes.

Labor aristocracy is doing well

“Paychecks for the nation’s 78 million full-time
workers rose an average 4.2% in the past year [1986--
ed.], nearly double the rate of inflation,”

Women eamed 69% of what men did. Blacks
received 77%, Latinos slightly less.

Gains in 1986 were largest in the Northeast.
(LA Times, 4/29/87, p. 4, part IV)

Such information 1s contrary to the theory of
many leftists including comrades at Monthly Review
that there is a growing economic basis for a labor
movement in the United States. The alliance between
the labor aristocracy and the imperialists is still in good
shape.

USA Today makes public feel guilty

With an across the banner headline, USA To-
day once again attempted to get the general public to

accept blame for high consumption. “Higher prime
takes on inflation” (USA Today, 5/12/88, p. 1)

A 4.2% inflation rate expected to grow to 5% is
supposedly the justification for a rise in the prime rate
mg%, As proof, the USA Today cited 2 economists at
banks — the Nartional City Bank of Cleveland and
Fleet/Norstar Financial Group in Providence, R.L

The prime rate is the percentage of interest that
commercial banks charge to their best customers who
borrow money. .

In addition to putting the battle against inflation
on the top of the agenda, the editors in charge of USA
Today’s front page have constructed repeated stories
about the federal deficit in order 1o justify economic
austerity measures — belt-tightening by the public —
the poor and labor aristocracy,

USA Today editors thus join the Reagan ad-
ministration in using the deficit to strike a better deal
for the imperialists with the labor aristocracy.

V66



Americans pay same taxes as in 1977,
but poor pay higher proportion

“CBO [Congressional Budget Office — ed.]
estimated that the poorest 10 percent of Americans will
give 20 percent more of their income to the federal
sovemment next year [1988-ed.] than they did in
1977, The wealthiest 10 percent — income average
about $120,000 — will pay 6.4 percent less than in
I977." (AP, Ann Arbor News, 11/1 1/87, p. d1)

EWS »

M AR BOW N

WEDMES DAY, HOVEMBER 11, ™87

]

Supply is up; demand is down

Although the Gross National Product (GNP),
the monetary measure of the USA’s output of goods
and services per year, showed growth over 1986 in
1987, the growth is partly in the inventories of busi-
ness,

Some bourgeois economists consider the last
quarter’'s GNP growth false because it was mostly
growth of business inventories, which are unsold
commedities held by corporations. $33.7 billion of the
$39.2 billion in growth was in inventories. Demand
fell $24.1 billion in the same quarter,

Can the bnur}gcc&isie cut prices and sell off all
that excess inventory? Can the bourgeoisie raise wages
and other disposable income for the common people so
that they can buy business's goods sitting in ware-
houses? GM chair Roger Smith is making no bones
about telling the government that it cannot afford a na-
tional cutback in consumer credit if car sales are 1o at-
tain desirable levels, Will the bourgeoisie allow credit
to expand forever? Will it end up giving it away —
writing off more and more debts? Stay tuned for panic
or deflation or recession or pressure from the labor
anistocracy 1o increase its share of the capitalist pie.

Black infant mortality increases

In the continuation of a national crime perpe-
rated by the ruling class, Black infant mortality for
babies who died within 28 days of birth increased from
11.8 per 1,000 to 12.1 per 1,000 between 1984 and
1985.

Maternal deaths during or within 42 days of
birth among all non-white women also rose from 16,9
to 18.1 per 100,000, (Ann Arbor News, 1/25/88, p.
cl,c2)

The overall infant mortality rate stayed the

same. y
e

Nuclear disaster in West revealed =
At Windscale in England of October, 1957
there was a nuclear accident that released 1400 times

- more radioactive jodine than was released at Three Mile

Island. The reactor came within hours of meltdown.

The British government only just this year re-
leased a report on the affair.

“Millions of gallons of milk were destroyed
over an area of 200 square miles. . . .At least 13 peo- -
ple are thought to have died as a direct result ntpc the
radiation released, not to mention a number of
newborn babies not counted in the official fi 5
':G“%?ﬁm: Independent Radical Newsweekly, %}13:?33,
p. 1

Still, the accident was not as bad as the one at
mcm?gl in the Soviet Union. Nor was it as bad asa

cancer as US atmospheric nuclear tests.

Australian Aborigines protest settlers

White settlers arrived in Australia 200 years
ago, but the original inhabitants are protesting the bi-
centennial celebrations. “The past two centuries have
been a period of annihilation, dispossession and now
poverty for the aborigines, who today number perhaps
160,000, a fraction of their earlier population. They
make up 1 percent of Australia’s population.” (Ann
Arbor News, 1/26/88, p. c¢3)

Arms treaty disarms anti-militarists

The arms treaty signed by Reagan and Gor-
bachev scraps a miniscule percentage of each side's
missiles. The missiles scrapped, however, are among
the most politically sensitive.

“Since 1983, the United States has deployed
236 cruise missiles in West Germany, Britain, [taly
and Belgium, and 108 Pershing 2 ballistic missiles in
West Germany.

Under the agreement, these will he scrapped
over three years, along with 683 Soviet missiles armed -
with 1,565 nuclear warheads.” (AP, Ann Arbor News,
11/26/87, p. cl)

These missiles have evoked tremendous Oppo- -
sition in Europe because they seem to offer the possi-
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bility of a short and intermediate range nuclear war
limired to Europe, Europeans feared the United States
would sacrifice Europe to nuclear war in order to fight
the Soviers,

Also, the reality of having short ran ge missiles
that could reach the Soviet Union in 6 or § minutes
contributed to the tension that spurred anti-militarist
movements in Europe,

The treaty does not affect so-called tactical nu-
clear weapons such as nuclear tipped artillery shells,
The United States keeps thousands of these in Europe,
{Cox News Service, Ibad.)

NY Times admits that Soviets did not

knowingly shoot down civilian plane

Korean Air Lines Flight 007 cost the lives of
269 people on August 31, 19583, Probably to cover up
its own role in having the plane s ¥ on military bases
in the Soviet Union, the Reagan administrarion told the
world that the Soviets knew it was a civilian plane
when it was shot down.

Now the NY Times admits that the Soviets did
not know. By the second day after the shootdown, the
CIA had already determined that the Soviers did not
know. Yet, no one was ever told.

Acting to correct this, the NYTimes brought
this fact to light, (NY Times, 1/18/88, p. 16)

Irotskyism is safe in S. Africa

The collected works of Leon Trotsky are read-
ily available in South Africa. The works of Mao, how-
ever, are banned.

Some works of Marx's are as available as
Trotsky's, but the works of Lenin and Stalin are harder
to come by. (Revolutionary Worker, 1/25/88, p. 11) :

Could it be that authorities censoring books in
South Africa hope Trotskyism will gain greater influ-
ence within revolutionary movements? Could it be that
since Trotsky opposed guerrilla warfare and believed
that national liberation struggles in non-industrialized
countries were a waste of nme that the South African
ruling class does not mind his work? . 3

Clearly the works of a revolutionary Asian
such as Mao, who worked for national liberation to
defeat imperialism are a danger to the apartheid regime,
At the same time, the pratle of Eurocentric “Marxists
known as Trotskyists has never amounted to a Serious
threat in any Third World country in a revolutionary
situation.

United Auto Workers (UAW) leaders
and workers are imperialists® allies

: While the UAW is one of the more progressive
unions in the country, as evidenced by some of its

support of the anti-apartheid movement, it is sill in-
dicative of class collaboration,

Previous to last year's UAW bargaining with
GM, the entire negotiating teams for both sides spent
10 days together in Japan at GM expense. “They wok
meals together, went drinking together, even shopped
together, went drinking together, even shopped to-
gether.” (“Detroit's Strange Bed fellows,” Michael
Massing, New York Times Magazine, 2/7/88, p. 20

During subsequent negotiations, “the union did
not even have 1o set a strike deadline,™ (Ibid.) The
concept involved is “jointness.” This is a nice word for
direct and open class collaboration of the highest de-
gree. By class collaboration is meant workers' doing
what capitalists want.

“Today, the U.A.W. and auto executives travel
to Japan tog » BO OR retreats together, even publish
newspapers together, Joint committees have been set
up to deal with everything from productivity to absen-
teeism.” (Ibid.) Indesd, GM is on contract to spend
$300 million annually in “jointness” activities that in.
clude renting “fancy hotels and invited workers 1o
trust-building orientation courses.”

Most leftists and so-called Marxist-Leninists
would say, “sure, Donald F. Ephlin and Owen Bicber
are labor aristocrats who live off the workers’ strug-
gles only to sell them out, but autoworkers are typical
of the industrial workers that communists must base
themselves in.” These leftists and Marxist-Leninists
expect these workers 1o be open to revoluti ideas,

For example, a Trotskyist tendency had this 1o
say about the UAW recently: “US workers could join
British, South Africa, (sic.) and South Korean work-
ers in struggle in an intemational wave of auto strikes,

“Such a scenario is possible in the not-too-dis-
tant furure. . . .

“Auto companies in the US and in many other
countries are bringing some new workers into the
plants. This has emboldened the workers and make
them more ready to fight, especially since the new
hires are mainly young.

“The militance of the young workers and their
ability to absorb the experience of older workers could
lead to the rapid building of a strong and even revolu-
tonary movement in the auto industry nationally and
internationally.” (Fighting Worker, 3/38, p. 6)

Then why is it that 81% of GM and 72% of the
Ford workers approved the last contract offered by
these labor aristocrats? (Ibid., 26) There were suppos-
edly many militants concerned with the contract. ¥
did they fail in rejecting the contract?

Even more curious, after workers ratified the
GM contract, thousands immediately lost their jobs,
But rather than fundamentally challenge class collabo-
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ration, those recently unemployed workers who did get
angry, blamed the union and even applanded the plant
manager for a speech he made. (Thid., p. 52)

GM seeks to operate near 100% &apaclty

GM President Robert Stempel claims GM will
operate lean and mean in 1992, As a result, competi-
tors such as Ford and Toyota are wondering if GM
plans a change in its market share of car sales,

Current industry estimates put GM at running
at 75% of capacity. To get to 100%. some have spec-
ulated more plant closings are in the offing. On the
other hand, GM denies anymore Michigan plant clos-
ings are in the works except those already announced.

"If you look to Europe — and we operated at
over 100 percent (of straight-time capacity) last year —
that's a nice way to run," Stempel said.” {Detroit
News, 5/15/88, p. 1g, 5g)

This is what is happening in Europe, at the
Antwerp, Belgium plant for example. “Each plant pre-
viously worked two eight-hour, five-day shifts. Under
the new system, one plant will work two shifts, but
with three crews. The plant will operate two 10-hour
shifts six days per week. The three crews will alter-
nate four-day, 10-hour work weeks. An employment
reduction of 5 percent is expected, and GM also will
save costs by ending duplication of work between two
plants.” (Ibid., p. 5g) )

What is interesting here is not that there will be
a 3% increase in unemployment because that is not
necessanly true compared with other things GM could
do. What is interesting is that GM is planning to get
more production-wise out of its plant.

Some factors involved in this decision may be
the lower dollar which is boosting demand for car ex-
and competition with Japanese companies.

i On the other hand, one cannot discount the
possibility that GM is bluffing entirely in order to fool
its competitors,

State allows AIDS in prison

The ruling class is perpetrating another crime in
the prisons — AIDS. Prisons have had 1964 AIDS
cases since 1984 in 38 states.

Despite the occurrence in prison of drug-use
and homosexual sex including forced sex, prison
officials in Michigan oppose the distribution of
condoms and sterilized ne '

Meanwhile, in NY, Vermont and Mississippi
condoms are available in prisons. (Detroit News,
5/15/88, p. nl, 2n)

Anti-gay/lesbian violence is up

In addition 1o the thousands of deaths that gay
TN are experiencing because of imperialism’'s lack-
ﬂdeiL‘aIImF.punse to AIDS, violent crimes against gays
ﬂ.rld_]:EShlana are di.-;;:mpnrﬁunmﬂly high: “Nearly half
of Iihiadcgphia's homosexual men and one-f ifth of the
City’s leshians were victims of violent crimes in a vear
he:au:se of their sexual orientation, dccording to a
study issued Monday by the Philadelphia Lesbian and
Gay Task Force. The figures were almost 12 times the
national annual criminal violence rate for all men and

10 times the rate for all women. " Detroi
T 3 (Detroit News,

Among those groups documenting greater violence
last year were San Francisco’s Community United
Against Violence, a EaY victim assistance agency,
which saw 11 percent more violence victims in 1987
than in 1986, the report found. The New York City
Gay and Lesbian Ant-violence Project served 14
percent more clients in 1987, and the Philadelphia -
Lesbian and Gay Task Force reported a 39 percent
increase in violent incidents.” (UPL, Ann Arbor
News, 6/7/88, p. c4)

Navy murders recruit in training
‘On March 2nd, five navy instructors murdered
a recruit by forcing him under the water and drowning
him. Ordinarily, the actions taken by the instrucrors
would not have resulted in drowning, but Lee Mirecki
had a previous medical history of a thbia of “‘being
grabbed and pulled under . water.'™ (UPI, Detroit
News, ﬁ.Tu;I?.fEﬁ. p- 3a)
is history includes the February 8th report of
“Lt. Cmdr. David Shivley, a flight surgeon, w]'ﬁ;:said
was not qualified to continue his training be-
cause of his phobia.” (Ibid.)

Mirecki had requested to drop the course in-
volving the training in question. (Tbid.)

_ ﬂmufian;nlyhnpc that with this new evidence
coming out that the charges against the instructors will
change from manslaughter 1o murder.

In any case, the whole incident is an indication
of how an imperialist army differs from a revolutionary
army of the people. The imperialists have nothing but
¢s@mn_ for recruits and use money, force and in-
tmidation to get the proper results, whereas a revoly-
tionary army such as Mao's values the lives of every
proletarian and peasant, Revolutionary armies rely on
the strength of their cause and convictions, not hierar-
chical force, to achieve military victory,
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RW offers more on the Crash of 1987

As polls of Wall Street brokers continue to
show that abolishing computer trading would restore
confidence in the stock market, it behooves the prole-
tarian analyst to remember what really caused the
crash,

By its very nature, the stock market is an exer-
cise in commodity fetishism with little connection to
the realities of economic needs and physical produc-
tion. It is a great paper shuffle with a life of its own.
(See MIM Notes no. 33)

In addition, the Revolutionary Worker (RW)
has correctly pointed out that the international situation
i quite unstable. The Western countries were faced
with the fact of a tremendous US trade deficit in Octo-
ber.

Since the trade deficit causes a decline in the
vilue of the dollar, investors started to fear that US in-
vestments would lose their value. They started the sell-
off in US stocks.

Some evidence for the pause in foreign invest-
ment comes from the New York Times, “The flow of
money from Japan, a stream that has helped 1o finance
the United States budget deficit and to influence stock
prices on Wall Street, is slowing dramatically as in-
vestors here wait to see what steps the United States
will take to cut its budget and trade deficits.

In June, long-term net capital out-flow — how
much more money left Japan than entered it — was
$19.2 billion. By September, it was $2.3 hillion.”
(11/18/87, p. 29)

According to the RW, once this started the US
stock sell-off, “mob psychology™ did the rest.

It’s a plausible explanation for the interational
crash,

Underlying the problem is the reality that none
of the European countries can afford a major expansion
of purchases of US exports. “Western Europe has
grown at less than 3 percent a year for the last six
Years, Uuﬁnpicgment in West Germany now stands at
9 percent and the economy is barely growing. Even
Japan, a relative dynamo, is beginning to experience
excess industrial capacity.” (Revolutionary Worker,
10/26/87, p. 8)

Just how far the bourgeoisie seems to avoid the
problem is reflected in the Wall Street Journal’s front
page editorial thinly disguised as a news article: “If
deep pessimism is now setting in, a recession will
probably follow. But if the nation concludes that the
crash was largely 4 technical problem, caused by com-
puterized trading schemes, the worst can be avoided.
Just how deeply the national psyche has been wounded
may not be clear for months,” (Boldfaced in original,
Wall Street Journal, 10/26/87, p. 1)

Dollar down; manufacturing is up

. From 1986 10 1987, manufacturing in the
United States increased employment by 303,000, with
63,000 added jobs in October, 1087 alone, (New
York Times, 11/18/87, p. 29)

When the dollar goes down, foreigners buy
more US exports.
It is not clear what the effect of the increase will

be on the strength and well-being of the labor aristoe-
racy,

Gay rights rally draws 300,000
Organizers estimated that 300,000 marched in
support of gay rights and more money for research

against AIDS in DC October 11th, 1987, (New York
Times, 10/12/87, p. 1)

A ruling by the Supreme Court which upheld
Georgia sodomy laws partly sparked the rally.
(Guardian: Radical Newsweekly, lEJld.u"E?. p. 183
Rightist Jean-Marie Le Pen calls Nazi
gas chambers “a minor point”

Long anti-Algerian in his calls to oust forei En-
ers from French jobs, Le Pen has now made an anti-
Semitic barb as well. (New York Times, V12787

Le Pen did quite well in recent elections —
I4~i4 percent of the vote. (New York Times, 4/26/88,
p- 1)

Oppressed
countries:

AP claims Senderos aid cocaine trade

According to the bourgeois press, which only
cites two disreputable sources — people involved in
the drug trade and the Peruvian police — the Maoist
revolutionaries in Peru known as Senderos are taxin E
cocaine traffickers in Peru. Of course, the press
phrased it this way: “Peruvian rebels thrive in alliance
with drug traffickers.” (Monte Hayes, AP, Ann Arbor
News, 1/17/88, p. bl)

In one clash that left 40 dead this past March,
the Maoists drove out pro-Cuban elements from the
Upper Huallaga river valley, where the coca plant
grows according to the Associated Press. The
Senderos are now the de facto povernment in this area.
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MIM cannot confirm or deny the AP report, but
there are at least some indications that the AP report is
partly based in truth. Accordin £ to AP, where the
Senderos have ruled they have “shut down discothe-
ques, ran prostitutes out of town and banned adultery
and homosexuality,”

As for the morality of cocaine, according 1o the
head of the coca growers association, the Senderos
authonize and defend coca production “if it is for the
United States. But if they catch you con suming paste,
they kill you.”

The rebels supposedly oppose the intervention
of US drug enforcement agents and therefore protect
the drug mraffickers militarily from the US.

Al the same time, the Senderos militarily de-
fend the growers against the traders in order that the
production workers receive better pay according to AP,

AP also admits that the Shining Path guerrillas
are the heroes of school children in Upper Huallaga
valley. (Ibid.)

What the Sendero “alliance” with drug raffick-
ers amounts to is a $3,000 to $4,000 tax per planeload
of coca paste according to Peruvian police. According
to AP, this type of tax may have netted the Senderos
$7 million in the last few months.

Is any of the above true and worth responding
to? It is very difficult to say. An article by the Los An-
geles Times paints the same subject as a three-sided
war among guerrillas, the government and traffickers
with the guerrillas winning and executing traffickers.
("War of Drugs, Rebels Rages in Peru, 8/2/87, p. 20-
1} Certainly, if anyone reading this has access to a
spokesperson for the Senderos, they should clue MIM
i on what the deal is.

For now, MIM has obvious doubts about the
authenticity of what the AP article says, but if it is true
that the Senderos are repressing homosexuality, that is
in conflict with MIMs official program, e ially the
document “On Sexual Orientation....” MIM favors
gay/lesbian liberation. If the Senderos are involved in
the repression of homosexuality, and not
heterosexuality, then MIM certainly challenges the
Senderos on that point and demands an explanation.

MIM does not have a stance on sexuality and
Sexual Revolution generally, and cenainly does not
know the situation in Peru.

As for the issues of adultery, discotheques and
drug use, this writer would have to know more about
the conditions in Peru before ing on these is-
sues. Also, there is a need for details on Sendero im-
plementation of policy on these issues,

As for exporting drugs to the United States, the
Senderos would not be the first to adopt this position
that it’s OK. The Afghan rebels have done the same.
The issue involved here is whether or not the cocaine
cxports benefit the intemational proletariat or not, Cer-
tainly the exports benefit the Peruvian proletariat since
it is not involved in the consumption but it is gaining
employment and maybe even reparations of a sort from
the United States,

8

As an expensive habit, can it be said cocaine
use is not 2 problem for the proletariat contained wichi
US borders? Does the cocaine rade wreak havoc o
US imperialism or does it sap the will of the proletan:
in the US? There are many difficult questions cor
nected with this issue.

New York Times sees some difference
between Castroites and Maoists

“The group [Tipac Amaru Revolutionas
Movement, Castroites — ed.] is viewed as less of
threat, however, because it is an orthodox movemen
set in the mold of other Latin America guerrilla group
Using familiar lefist lan guage and led by middle-cla:
urban intellectuals, it has been more casily infiltrate
and has suffered major setbacks at the hands of th
police.

“The complexity of the Shining Path, on th
other hand, stems from the fact thar it firs into no sirr
ple category. It apparently has no links with foreig
revolutionary movements [false — ed.], (sic.) it use
outright terror as a political weapon, (sic.) it breeds f:
natical loyalty among its followers and it values s
Ermy over publicity.” (New York Times, 11/11/87 o]

)

So frustrated is the New York Times thar
lapsed into rare grammatical errors — a run-on ser
tence. Tsk, sk, better compose your “objectivity,
New York Times.

There are several lessons here. One is that eve
the New York Times recognizes that Castroism is
disastrous failure in Latin America as a strategy fc
revolution. Another is that the Castroites rely o
“publicity stunts" to raise public opinion, whil
Maoists are content to generate public opinion withoy
assuming that the state is not warching,

State Dept. passes Panama and Mexico

Despite charges of allowing drug exports o th
US, Mexico and Panama will receive economic an,
military aid along with trade benefits if 2 State Depr
recommendation is adopted. (New York Times
2/20/88, p. 1)

Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega holds on

Despite months of its efforts to remove the
head of the Panamanian regime, it appears that the US
government has failed.

Citing Noriega's involvement in the dru E trade,
the US sought to replace Noriega with civilian gov-
emment or military government that would eventually
hold an election.

The Revolutionary Worker stated its belief tha
the replacement of US-backed Third World dictatoes
including Noriega occurs only when they become
overexposed and hence a strategic liability in terms of
rebellions. Someone like Noriega is unpopular is of
little use to the US as an ally unless he can successfully
repress his people and line up behind the US.
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The Revolutionary Worker also points out that
[0 many pro-Soviet forces were allowed to operate in
Panama and the US would have liked Panama to line
up against the Sandinistas a linle better,
(Revolutionary Worker, 3/7/88, p. 14) Noriega's
probable sale of arms to rebels in El Salvador for a
profit would not endear him to Washington either by
this line of thinking. (New York Times, 12/18/87, p.
4)

Now, however, it appears that this assessment
was incorrect. US involvement in trying to remove
Noriega was at least partially motivated by US dormes-
tic partisan politics.

Tarred by the Iran-contra scandal, the Republi-
can party was also getting linked to contra drug-smug-
gling operations on a number of fronts. Thus, in a
certain way, the Reagans’ supposed anti-drug cam-
paign was backfiring.

With congressional and independent investiga-
tions threatening to devastate the Republicans, the
Reagan administration found itself with extra motiva-
tion to move on Noriega. After all, the Democrats are
only so generous in pulling their punches. They would
not reveal the fact that a small number of people runs
the government and wages covert wars across the
globe. That would be too shocking and would tend to
discredit the Democrats and much as the Republicans.

But, by using the drugs and comuption issue in
a fashion similar to 5’1& Watergate issue, the Democrats
artack the Republicans without faulting the whole po-
litical and economic system. The Democrats are happy
to attack what seems to be a lack of character among
Republicans and offer themselves as God-sent saviors.
The basic strategy is to reduce everything to an issue of
personal character — thus the “wimp factor,” the
“sleaze factor” ete. _

When polls started to show that the US public

was most concerned with the drug issue out of all po-
litical issues and that the Republicans had failed with
the issue, (New York Times, 4/13/88, p. 13) George
Bush moved to distance himself from Reagan’s failed
anti-drug policy. Bush wanted to appear to oppose
making deals with drug-dealers like Noriega. He
wanted o appear to have the most integrity for not
dealing with drug-dealers or terrorists, even if it meant
breaking with Reagan.

Within days after Bush’s political move, the
State Department ceased its negotiations to remove
MNoriega. (New York Times, 5/26/88, p. 1) This was
very interesting if only because for weeks the State
Department (unnamed senior adminismration ofﬁpmls]
were saying that a deal with Noriega was imminent.
{e.g. “Accord Re Near for Noriega to Give Up
Power,” New York Times, 4/29/88, p. 1)

The truth, however, is that Bush knew of
Noriega's drug-dealing ways for years. (For a sur-
prisingly hard-hitting examination of this, see Tom
Wicker, “Bush and Noriega,” New York Times,
4/29/88, p. a39) The problem only started to come to

the political surface recently, but
Christic Institure and Senator
York Times, 12/18/87, P
S0me Hme,
According

nvestigations hy the
Kerry (D-MA) (New
4) have been going on for

4 to an aide of Noriega, Bush made 3
deal with Noriega that Nori cga would keep his mouth
shut about the Medellin cocaine cartel’s Inancing of
the contras, if Bush kept quict about Noriega,

Patently lving, Bush has maintained that he
knows nothing about Noriega and drug accusations,
(AP, Newsday, LA Times in the Ann Arbor News,
3/26/88, c1}) In fact, he maintaing his distance from the
Reagan administration without mentioning Noriega's
name. (AP, Ann Arbor News, 5/26/38, c2)

_ While no proletarian should harbor any love for
Noriega, communists must oppose any US invasion to
remove Noriega. The battle to replace one dependent
dictator with another would certainly cost many prole-
tarian lives. MIM opposes all wars between bourgeois
Eovernments because the fighting is carried at the cost
of the proletariat.

Nicaragua releases another Hasenfus

James Denby, doing aerial work for the CIA in
8 Cessna 172, is another US citizen caught in hostili-
fes against the Nicaraguan government

Denby is further evidence that US citizens are
directly involved in supplying the contras who oppose
the Nicaraguan government,

The Nicaraguan government displayed Denby's
possessions including an explosives license issued in
the United States. (NYTimes, 12/9/87, p. 3} Accord-
ing to the Sandinista povernment, Denby was on a
mission to kill the Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto.
(Ann Arbor News, 12/9/87, p. f1)

Haiti vote for president was low

“Haiti's army-dominated Government held its
imsxid:ntial elections today, but voting appeared to be
ight, and irregularities, from multiple votin £ to voting
by youths under the minimum age of 18, appeared
widespread. No attempt at secret balloting was made in
most voting places visited by foreign journalists,”
(New York Times, 1/18/88, p. 1)

A World Bank economist estimated a 4 to 6%
VOter participation rate,

The four most popular candidates in November
1987 refused to participate in the election. (Ibid., p. 5)

US pilots fly material aid to UNITA

US pilots fly supply shipments from Zaire to
the South African-backed Union for Total Indepen-
dence of Angola (UNITA) according to a captured
UNITA rebel. US aid to UNITA runs $15 million a
}"E-E.h

The United States did not deny the report. “The
United States is giving UNITA ‘appropriate and
Effer.:tiw: assistance.”™ (New York Times, 12/15/87, P-

)
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8. Africa admits to invading Angola

In late November, 8. Africa sent 3,000 troops
to Angola to support contra-like rebels known as
UNITA who are attempting to overthrow the Sovier-
backed government of Angola.

President P.W, Botha visited the troops in §.
Africa, which admitted to 35 deaths in fighting. 5.
Africa also admitted for the first time that it had in fact
invaded Angola. (Guardian: Independent Radical
Newsweekly, 12/2/87, p. 1)

Mozambique contras killed 100,000

Senators Bob Dole and Jesse Helms SUpport a
group of rebels in Mozambique called the MNR
(Mozambique National Resistance). (Guardian: Radi-
cal Newsweekly, 10/14/87, p. 3)

The MNR has long enjoyed S. African support
and the right-wingers in the US would like to see the
US officially and directly support MNR too instead of
just through 8. Africa.

A rise in the infant mortality rate from 325 1o
375 per 1004 is chalked up to MNR’s war against the
Mozambique government. Other acts of MNR sabotage
are responsible for destroying 1,800 schools, 25% of
the health clinics, $50 million in electric power lines,

$20 million in sugar and tea factories and $82 million
in bridges and railways.(“An African War Ensnarls
the U.S. Ultra-Right,” LA Times, June 28, 1987, P
2, part V)
According to a report released by the State
t. in mid-April, the MNR has killed at least
IIJEGF.EH}] people and caused 1 million more people to
become refugees. (New York Times, 5/11/88, p. 1)

The New York Times appears to have done an
informative article with information comparable to that
found by the State Dept.:

“Since 1981, the Health Ministry [of Mozam-
bique’s government — ed.] reported in April, Renamo
attackers have looted, destroyed or forced the closing
of 593 health clinics — 31 percent of Mozambique's
health network. With two million people deprived of
care, the child mortality rate doubled in the 1980's to
3350 per 1,000, the highest in the world.

Since 1981, the Education Ministry reported,
rebel anacks have forced the closing of 2,518 schools
that served 500,000 children — one-third of the pro-
Jected elementary school enrollment.

The war, a United Nations report said, has
forced 870,000 Mozambicans to flee their country and
1.1 million more to leave their farms for the safety of

cities.

In 1987, the Trade Ministry said, Muozambican
farmers were able to meet only 6 percent of the grain
needs of city dwellers and refugees, This year, almost
a quarter of Mozambigue's 14 million people face star-
vation or severe malnutrition. (New York Times,
3f11/88, p. 6)

10

The US/South Africa backed atrocities against

the L‘Imzmnpicans are further evidence of how rﬁe s
15 engaged in an undeclared World War I11 for control
of the globe. The United States i only now trying 1o
stop the slaughter because it fears that South Africa is
overextended in its batle to repress the African people
and because it believes that Mozambique is now in a
Siion 1o enter the US erbit of influence a5 Zim-

abwe has done,

Oppenheimer lauds Helen Suzman

The chair of S. Africa’s largest mining com-
pany has long supported “reform® in §. Africa, In the
New York Times, he recently wrote a tribute to a
woman in the Progressive Federal Party which is a tiny
party in the apartheid Parliament,

As the Sullivan Principles were once touted as
the hope for reform by US companies operating in S.
Africa, the PFP in §. Africa is often considered the
hope for white reform in S, Africa,

The PFP is not only insignificant in size, even
in comparison with literally neo-Nazi groups in 5.
Africa, but also the PFP is insignificant politically. It
d{;;s not favor equal citizenship status of Blacks and
whites.

Sll, nheimer represents an articulate sec-
tion of capital in S. Africa that would like to move the
economy forward: “The realization of South Africa’s
economic potential simply could not be reconciled with
the policy of apartheid — and that, I'm afraid, is a
truth that after 35 years has still not been grasped by
those at home and abroad who believe that apartheid
can best be fought u“"’".lﬁh the application of economic
sanctions.” (new York Times, 5/11/88, p. 25)

What heirner is saying is that the struggle
against apartheid should be linked to the struggle for
economic growth, Like the line “jobs, not war” this
may se¢m to put material interests behind the end of
apartheid. What imer believes is that equal
@pportunity capitalism would bring economic growth
for all including whites and make up for the loss in
white privilege in South Africa.

It is perhaps obvious, however, that Black self-
determination in South Africa should not depend on
whether or not economic growth would be promoted
by the end of white rule. And for now, unless we are
to judge the privileged white Jabor aristocracy in South
Africa as entirely ignorant of its own economic inter-
ests, fascism and literal Naziism still seem to be in the
interest of the ruling class in 8, Africa,

8. Korean cabinet is more of same
New President Roh Tae Woo kept the cabinet
of Chun Doo Hwan in tact, Seven out of 23 cabinet
pointees retained their previous portfolios, including
e critical Home Affairs and Justice ministers who are
in charge of the repressive apparatus.
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Those who thought that Roh meant a substan-
tial reform in S. Korea should think again. (New York
Times, 2/20/88, p. 5)

Fire near Seoul kills 22 proletarians

22 women in a textile factory died when their
factory, where they slept, lit on fire and the stairway
exits were locked.

The workers there work 11 to 14.5 hours a day
cvery day except 2 days a month. Their pay is 3270 to
$345 a month — on the high side for S. Korea,

In a nearby center for factory workers, one
woman earns $5.80 per day. Another woman — a
Ms. Kim — works 12 hours a day, every day except
three per month and receives $5 a day, She tests com-
puter chips. (New York Times, 4/6/58, p. 4)

When MIM talks about the international prole-
tariat, it is talking about people like Ms. Kim,

Eritrea is deprived of donor food aid

Working through the Ethiopian regime, most
govermnments and agencies ignore the imminent starva-
tion deaths of hundreds of thousands of Eritreans.

Eritrea is effectively under the control of the
Eritrean People's Liberation Front. The EPLF works
with the Eritrean Relief Association (ERA), but the
ERA does not receive suppor through the channels
that Ethiopia does.

Ethiopia is anempting to starve the Eritrean
people into submitting to its colonial ambitions. (EPLF
communique, 5/9/87, PO Box 65685, Washington DC
20035 (202) 265-3070)

Mideast:

Press compares Israel to South Africa

In a sign that the US/Israeli propaganda
machine cannot cover up the current situation in the
Gaza Strip, the Washington Post published an aricle
which discusses parallels between South Africa and
Israel. Even more seriously, ABC News has also
drawn the parallels.

Prominent Isracli academic Shlomo Avineri,
who is a contact of Foreign Minister Shimon Peres,
recently drew the parallel, but it was the Washington
Post that chose to report it. Avineri said that he feared
“by the year 2000 we will look into the mirror and we
“ii}fl see South Africa” (Ann Arbor News, 1/25/88, p-
c

Thus, while the propaganda machine would
like to avoid the moral and political implications of this
comparison, there is some sign that the ruling class is
considering the long-term strategic situation in Israel,
Previous articles in the mainstream press also
examined the situation of the rock-throwing Palestinian
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youth on the Gaza Strip and saw the potential for
Khomeini-style Islamic revolution.

The most important parallels are that the West
Bank and Gaza Strip are under military occupation by
Israel. There the rights of Palestinians are not much
mare than the rights of Blacks in South Africa,

Also, on a per capita basis the recent violence
of Israelis against Palestinians is comparable 1o that of
the South African white settlers against the Blacks.
(Ann Arbor News, 1/25/88, p. €3) That is not to
include the deaths of civilians in actions such as the
Isreeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982, which took at
least 20,000 lives.

It is not that the bourgeois press relishes these
comparisons, simply that the bourgeoisie is facing its
nightmares on the Gaza Strip and West Bank.

Israeli soldiers bury four Arabs aljve
Four Arabs on the West Bank were rescued b
relatives after being buried alive. Three left the hospial

the same day, Another stayed eight days. “Relatives
charged in a complaint filed with the army that the 20
soldiers grabbed the four Arabs after a violent
demonstration in the West Bank village of Kfar Salem
on Feb. 5, beat them, forced them to lie on the ground
and then d sand over them with a bulldozer.”
{Ann Arbor News, 2/15/88, cl)

“*Even in my worst dreams, I would never
imagine such a thing,”” Gen. Amram Mitzna, the
commander of the troops in the West Bank, said of the
case. . . . 'l constantly warn commanders to expect the
most awful things could happen when soldiers find
themselves all of a sudden commanding and decidi ng
the lives of civilians.”™ (New York Times, 2/16/88, P-
1)

Israel invades Lebanun again
On May 2nd, Israeli soldiers entered Lebanon
supposedly in search of PLO guerrillas arempting o
infiltrate Israel. According to the Israeli military,
Palestinian fighters have killed 5 Israeli soldiers in
seven incidents in the past year while 20 Palestinian
fighters have been slain or captured. (Detroit Free
Press, 5/5/88, p. 1) _
Israel has invaded Lebanon repeatedly in the
past. “Israel invaded Lebanon in Mare 1 1978
following a guerrilla attack inside Israel, then withdrew
that June. In June 1982 Israeli forces invaded again,
sweeping through Lebanon and eventually laying siege
to the P.L.O. in Beirut, Israel withdrew in 1985."
(New York Times, 5/3/88, p. 1)
Of course, this little synopsis leaves out the fact
that Israel killed thousands of Lebanese civilians in the
ess. To say that Israel was “laying siege to the
LO in Beirut” makes it sound like Beirut was a
Palestinian homeland.
To say that Israel withdrew in 1985 is to
sanitize Israel’s relationship to Phalangists and other
forces inside Lebanon that [srael pays and equips to do

o7



its dirty work.
By the 5th, Israel had already killed more than

40 people in its latest invasion of Lebanon, (Detroit
Free Press, 5/5/88, p. 1)

Ruling classes continue war in Mideast

Iraq stepped up its efforts to prevent Iranian oil
sales by bombing five [ranian oil tankers May 14th.
Up to 54 people are missing,

Iraq wants to cut off Iranian oil exports because
Iran funds its 7 year old war with Iraq with oil sales.

Days earlier Iraq had fired Exocet missiles at
two Iranian tankers. (Detroit News, 3/15/88, 3a)

Both in terms of deaths and losses of
resources, the war between Iran and Irag is not in the
interests of the peoples of those countries,

Israel tortures Palestinian children
“'Children in Israeli Military Prisons,’
researched and written by the Rev. Canon Riah Abu

El-Assal, pastor of Christ Evangelical Church in
Nazareth; Dina Lawrence, cultural anthropologist from
California, and Karen White, author and journalist
from Florida" reports that children in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip are tortured by the Israelis. (The Metro
Times, Detroit, 1/6-12/38, p. 4)

Furthermore, the record of the Shin Bet, Israsli
security has recently come under attack: “An official
[sraeli report published Oct. 30 shows that the Shin
Bet internal security services lied for 16 years about
brutal methods used to exmract confessions from
Palestinian prisoners.” (Guardian: Radical
Newsweekly, 11/11/87, p. 17)

Typically the Shin Bet covered up its methods
and now lawyers in Israel say they will apply for new
rials for Palestinian prisoners based on the official
report on Shin Bet.

“Riad Faraj, 15, has t;:en arrested three times
and has spent eight months of his young life in prison.
He described being bound upside down to a chair and
beaten on the soles of his feet while three interrogators
sat on top of him. Wa'el Tawfig said interrogators tried
1o force him to confess to throwing a stone at soldiers
first by tempting him with a bowl of fruit and then by
threatening to rape him.” {Thid.)

Palestinians did not stone Israeli

“An Israeli girl whose death brought fierce
cries for vengeance a%ainst Arabs was not stoned to
death, but killed by a bullet from the rifle of a Jewish
settler guarding her, the army said today. . . .
Nevertheless, the army blew up eight more houses in
Beita today, making a total of 14 destroyed over
accusations that fami?y members took part in the clash,
.. . Rabbi Chaim Druckman of the National Religious
Party declared that the village of Beita ‘should be
ngd off the face of the earth.” (New York Times,
4/9/88, p. 1)

In a pattern seen more thap once in [srael,
Israelis kill Israelis and then blame Palestinians S0 a3 1o
justify Israeli genocide of Palestinians. (See for
cxample, Israel's Sacred Terror on MIM i, list.)

Arab countries accept Egypt again

Irag, Bahrain, the United Arab Emj
I nirate:s
Qn:a.r plan 1o reestablish diplomatje n:laul':r:-ﬂn:q:it:g

Egypr.
Relations broke when Egypt and Israel made

the Camp David accord. AP A
1/12/87, p. c1) (AP, Ann Arbor News,

Tokyo stocks surpass New York’s

At the end of October 1987, the Tokvo stock
market was worth $2.677 tillion, the New ‘f"rurk ex-
change, $2.254 willion, (NYTimes)

Bank closings set post-War record

) 154 commercial banks closed ind another 19
Tequired federal bailout in 198
Still, in

Arbor News,

1933, 4,000 banks closed.

(AP, Ann
I/7/88, p. b3)

Subscribe to

off our backs

$12.50 for 11 issues, $25 for
‘ institutions
$22.50 for two
Free for female prisoners
$1.25 for single issue

2423 18th St., N.W. 2nd 1.
Washington, D.C. 20009

off our backs is “a women’s newsjournal™ that
comes out eleven times a year, It is the most radical
and thorough coverage of women’s and lesbian issues
‘that MIM is aware of
MIM is not in a position 1o cover women’s issues as
well as off our backs. In order to develop their
understanding of these issues, comrades should read

off our backs and look forward 1o the day that MIM is
Strong enough w cover what off our backs covers but
in & thoroughly revolutionary fashion,

MIM should also apologize for informin E prisoners
that off our backs is free. It is not anymore. Only
female pri receive it free,

The ead\f:tﬁscmmispaidfmh}rhﬂh{andwu
not solicited or sanctioned by off our backs.
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State capitalist countries:

Rumania alienates East and West?

The New: York Times ran an article critcs of
Rumania. Although commentators generally fret over
debts both domestic and international, in this case, the
New York Times criticized Rumania for cutting its de-
pendence on foreign debts in half since 1983 — from
310 billion o $5 billion.

This supposedly resulted in vast deprivations
for the Rumantan people according to the New York
Times three times ilﬁﬁc same article. (Henry Kamm,
“For Bucharest, a Great Leap Backward, 2/15/88, p.
6)

That the New York Times recognizes what debt
repayment means when done by East bloc countries
but not by ather countries shows the ideclogical biases
of our bourgeoisie.

Rumanian leader Nicolae
edly reject Gorbachev's reforms and upholds central
planning. This too is no good and cause for New
York Times editorializing in its supposed “news"” arti-
cle headline.

Ceausescu suppos-

Alienation of Soviet workers Erows

Demand for sugar in some regions of the So-
viet Union increased as moch as 29% in the earlier part
of this year according to a Soviet official,

The source of the demand is the moonshine in-
dustry. (New York Times, 4,/27/88, p. 1)

Alcoholism in the Soviet Union has been a
steadily growing problem since the death of Sialin,

Gorbachev has said that the alcoholism prob-
lem is the people’s fault, instead of targetting the sys-

temn which causes people o desire an escape from real
ity in alcohol. “It is a scandal against which the le
themselves must struggle,” said Gorbachev, (New

York Times, 11/16/87, p. 6)

With this blame-the-people approach, Gor-
bachev has resorted to repression to salve the problem,
“New statistics [from the Soviet Interior Ministry —
ed.] show 390,000 arrests thus far this year [Nov,
1987 — ed.] — against fewer than 70,000 in all of
1985 — for home brewing.” (Thid.)

It must be admitted that Gorbachev started from
such a poor situation that what he did actually did have
some positive results. The death rate in the Soviet
Union is declining for the first time in 20 Years, no
doubt partly because of a 37% decline in deaths from
drunk driving. (Ibid.)
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The city of Fuxin with 700,000 people has
leased every thing in the city “every grocery store, de-
partment store, m.vie house and factory in town.”
(New York Times, 2/10/88, p. 4)

One woman who leased a factory made about
$200,000 in profit one year. (Ibid.)

Soviets also do Star Wars research

Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has said that
the USSR does Star Wars research, At the sAme time,
he said the Soviets will not deploy a Star Wars de-
fense. (Ann Arbor News, 12/1/87, p-cl)

Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee becomes new class

“Half of the Ceniral Committes members now
are college educated and 40% have engineering de-
grees. Uniil recently most of China's leaders had been
veleran revolutionaries from peasant backgrounds with
little education.” (Guardian: Independent Radical
Newsweekly, 12/9/87, p. 10)

What the Guardian m
bourgeois education.”

eans is little “formal,

Long-time China field researcher sees

Chinese production going down

William Hinton has reported that grain produc-
tion may have declined in China since the counterrev-
olution in 1976 and the decollectivization of agriculture
since 1979, Yields at the farned Dazhai have declined
as they have in the bordering counties. ‘

Hinton rips through many of the accounting
devices that make Chinese economic success since
1976 seem er than it is.

While it is way to early to say that China has
suffered in short-run economic growth since turning to
capitalism, Hinton's work shows that even this much
vaunted advantage of the counterrevolution is worth
maonitoring. (Monthly Review: An Independent So-

cialist Magazine, 3/88)

China re-abolishes stock market
In Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin, stock trading
started in 1986. In 1987 the government stopped it
Apparently this so-called reform was too much
for the supposedly Communist Party of China to
swallow. ( LA Times, 4/27/87, p. 1, part [V)
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Studeg{tﬁsl Protested ouster of Yeltsip think Allen H. Neuharth would have some first-hiand
S ris Yeltsin is regarded ag g “reformer” in the insights on the situation there. Neuharth is the chair of
h;-:!::: Union, perhaps more reformist than Gor- Eannett newspapers, the Detroit News and USA To.

. ay.

In November Gorbachey removed him a In his | i

; : s head : recent column on China, he was full of

of the Moscow Party Committee for views that are ;i,;. praise for Deng Xiaopin E's institution of capitalism.
reformist,. Hundreds of studens demonstrated dpainst As evidence of progress Neuharth made three points,

this repeatedly over g period of da First, he said i
: ¥s. In fact, at one , st, he said that GNP per capita had doyhled
confrontation at Mnscm_:.- University, students mﬁ;he [atrj:‘ ten years. These GNP figures, however,
drowned out officials who tried to explain why Yeltsin nean nothing thanks to inflation and ch anges in rela-
was mst mgxirwr?m Times, 11/21/87, p. 5) Heprices.
fei eltsin nor Gorbachev are le that
communists should admire, peer In fact, this year inflation may hit 20%, up
Yet, mﬁ_Pm"T.m undercut the ri t-wing argu- I_rqm 8% last year. This has caused a decline in 'r-.:ai
memn; :III:EI t]:_{:m is no intellectual or pnslincal life outside !I{:Eg %‘lﬂ;ﬁ‘ f':;'}f in 5 urban residents. (New York
a mono communist in the Soviet Union, al P
party f Se::n:rndlpy. he cited “Dozens of new hotels,

Soviets to make profit on summit which last year housed 1,7 million foreign tourists.”

The Soviets’ official newspaper, Tass has hired {,D:tmu News, 5/24/83, P- 3d) OK, that's true, there
a promoter for Hulk Holgan and Michael Jackson 03} s been progress for foreign tourists.
sell commemorative T-shirts, buttons, records, plastic

tote bags and audio cassettes for the UPCOMing summit, Thirdly, TV sets and radios have replaced
Tass plans to sell :11: shing for $15-520 and already loudspeakers for communications, (Ibid.) Alai::lﬂugh
has ordered 10,000.” (Detroit News, 5/21/88, p- 1) this is a bit of an exaggeration, it's not worth arguing
OVer.
Publisher typifies ignorance of China This is what constitutes progress according to

Having been to China ar least twice, one might the people who run the press in this country!

Get your RDA of
Mideast information!
Join the Arab-American
University Graduates

The Arab-American University Graduates do incredible research. By joining, you will
receive newsletters and press releases on the Mideast and Arab-American issues. You will
receive Arab Studies Quarterly and new books put out by the press and a 50% discount on
old books. Past books included Israel's Sacred Terror, [srael’s Global Role and Palestine
{5 Bur Not in Jordan. So if you don't have that get up and go in the morning to stop US
war moves in the Gulf, Lebanon, Libya etc., if no one has called you an Israel-basher
recently or if MIM Notes just doesn’t give you the background you need to agitate
confidently on Mideast issues, join the AAUG. The AAUG is not a communist group, but
it provides radical “Arab" opinions, analyses and information.

Student membership $10.

Associate membership $35.

Write to AAUG, 556 Trapelo Rd., Belmont, MA 02178 for more information.

This ad is paid for by MIM and was not solicited for or sanctioned by AAUG,
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Correspondence:

Prisoner requests any

literature possible
Dear MIM:

I am presently incarcerated at X Correctional
Facility in the solitary confinement unit, As a result
of my predicament my access to positive,
constructive and enlightening literature is very
limited. I would greatly appreciate to the Upmost any
material or information you care to provide me, )

Thank you—keep on fighting the struggle is
constant.

—A prisoner in the Northeast
April, 1988

Supports dictatorship of

proletariat, not the system

Dear MIM:

[ am in receipt of your publication and
literature offers pages.

I believe the “Establishment” must be
replaced by revolutionary dictatorship of the
proletariat. )

As in Rome, the unpropertied class in the
USA is the root of solidarity. )

I am a prisoner of 12 years and under strict
censorship. | would like any literature you can send
and request a copy of Karl Marx’s Das Kapital if you
in get a copy 10 me. [ would like to have your “List
of Other Organizations.” It is listed as “The
Competition.™

Workers of the World Unite!

—A prisoner from the South
February, 1988

Praises MIM Founding

Documents, opposes Trotsky
Dear MIM:

I have received the catalog and the MIM's
Founding Documents, and I thank each of you very
much for them!

The MIM’s Founding Documents are very
interesting, especially the “Manifesto on the
International Situation and Revolution.” The
Manifesto is a very valuable document. It is a good
launch pad for further investigation and is well worth

studying closely, It gives a VETY accurate appraisal of
Trotskyism, and the phony socialism that Trotsky
advocared,

Even though I am a supporter of the X [one
of the “competition”—ed.| I am not against leamning
about what other parties, groups or people think and
the political and ideclogical lines they advocate, This
was my main reason for writing MIM.

I"ve been in prison for five years now, bue [
didn’t get tumned on to the revolutionary scene until
about three and a half vears ago. During my three
and a half years of study, I've had the chance 1o
come in contact with only seven different political
parties. I've studied the lines of these parties, and so
far the X is the only one I've found 1o have the most
:-_eunlummmy and necessary political and ideclogical

1ne.

I'm very interested to know what kind of
stance the MIM has taken toward the RCP,USA and
of the R:w.rututiunary Internationalist Movement—
which was formed in March 1984—that the RCP,
USA is a part of? Has the MIM ever held a debate
about joining with the RCP, USA? If 50, I would
please like to know what the MIM centered its debate
around? Also, if the MIM forms a party instead of
joining one, would it become g part of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement that was
formed in March 1984, or would it try to form a new
internationalist movement?

I'm real sure that there will be other inmates
interested in MIM and its work.

Also, please send me your list of other
groups to the left of social democracy, with the
special page for prisoners, so that 1 may pass this
around too? :

I thank you for all of your help and
consideration, and [ thank you for whar you are
doing for the future!

—A prisoner from the South
May 1988

MCS replies:

We have sent this comrade the draft critigue
of the RCP, a piece on personality cults and MIM
Theory 7 in response to histher questions on rthe
RCPIRIM,

The founders of MIM were quite familiar

with the RCP and is practices in the
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Cambridge/Boston area. Debate centered on
Trotskyism {conscious and unconscious), relations
berween the vanguard and mass movements and
party internal life.

There were numerous practices thar MIM
founders were dissatisfied with in the RCP, bur

today MIM is trying to focus on issues of the RCP's
broader line.

Comrades who are dissatisfied with the
responses to the RCP found in existing literarure
distributed by MIM should write with their inguiries
and comments. It is not MIM's policy to go into
much detail on this subject in public.

Do more on Iran and Kurds!

Dear MIM:

Revolutionary Greetings! | sincerely thank
you for providing me with copies of Iran in
Resistance and Iranian People's Fedaii Guerrillas
“Draft of Program.™

The National Workers Network was trul
correct in stating in the Underground Notion, “Their
attention [MIM] to the needs of, and work with,
prisoners is unparalleled.” Again, thank you for your
“unparalleled” support, and [ hope you will provide
me with more literature in the future, Strength in
Struggle!

P.5. T strongly encourage you to, in the
future, Ppublish, in MIM Notes, articles on the Iranian
People’s Fedaii Guerrillas struggle for the liberation
of Iran in unison with the Kurdish people’s struggle
for liberation and self-determination throughout the
Middle East.

In solidarity.
—Comrade from West coast
April, 1988
MCS replies:

The National Workers Network pit a blurb in
its newsletter the Underground Notion which said
what the comrade above quoted. While MIM is
grateful for the attention, it should be said thar MIM
is a small group of modest capabilities.

We have just received word that the National
Warkers Network is now defunct.

Uses
Dear MIM:

I do want to be on your mailing list. [ find
your materials do make a difference in my college
studies. I no longer rely on newspapers so I goess
that is what happens when one begins to think
independently.

—Student in the Northeast

March, 1988

lit list in college
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Obituaries -

John Chase

A supposedly deranged vagrant shot and killed
a Dallas police officer by using the officer’s gun.
Police then killed the vagrant.

The officer was white and the assailan; Black.

. Apparently, Chase was writing a traffic ticket at
the time,

Chase and the assailant named Williams were
arguing when Williams took the Eun. Two to 10
people in the crowd told the vagrant to “shoot him,
shoot him,”

The enisie has rallied all its own forces
and allies in this incident. “Dallas billionaire H. Ross
Perot and oilman Ray Hunt have offered planes to
transport officers to Chase’s funeral. , . . For Worth-
buedﬂnmi:anhhiimuffmdaj:tmﬂy officers and
family members to Des Moines.” (AP, Ann Arbor
News, 1/26/88, p. c4)

I-Iundmc{s of middle-class pig-supporters
marched on City Hall as the police antempted to
capitalize on the officer’s death by using it to squelch
criticism in City Council. The Dallas Police
Association and the police chief asked the mayor and
three city council members not 1o attend the funeral,
but changed their minds later.

Police blamed city council members for the
shooting. Some had supported a congressional
investigation into charges by Black leaders that police
has used excessive force in killing several Black
people. (AP, Ann Arbor News, | 8, p. c2)

) Police Chief Billy Prince complained about

constant bashing” on the police: “The feeling and
this past year . . ,
deranged, and the circumstances are just righg and
they're on the edge, it makes them just hnldengmgh to

a;t}ar:k an officer.” (AP, Ann Arhor New, 126/38, p.
=

Many government offices put the flag at half
mast to honor Chase. At least one, flag did not fly at
half-mast. The reason the Black government official
gave was that the flag did not fly at half-mast when a
Black officer was recently killed in trying to prevent a
burglary.
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What did you expect?

North calls indictments an honor

Oliver North gave the commencement speech at
Terry Falwell's University in Virginia, called Liberty
Ln i'-«'l:ﬁit]i',

Falwell compared North to Jesus in his own
speech by saying Jesus was also indicted, convicted
and crucified.

Die-hards in Virginia are attempting to draft
North for a Senate race. (New York Times, 5/3/88, p.
12)

Methodists continue heterosexism

“The chief policy-making body of the United
Merhodist Church voted today to maintain its position
that homosexual behavior is ‘incompatible with
Christian teaching” and a bar to the ordained ministry.”
(New York Times, 5/3/88, p. 13)

There are about 9.5 million Methodists in the
Us.

On the other hand, at least the church made
steps towards adopting gender-inclusiv: language
when referring to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. {Ibid.)

Rev. Moon still buying up friends

(Detroit Free Press, 12/20/87, p. 1)

A group named Christian Voice joined with
Moon's Unification Church to establish the American
Freedom Coalition, which seeks to move the
Republicans right or form a third party,

Behind the coalition is Richard Viguerie, who
himself was “rescued from the brink of bankrupicy in
October by Bo Hi Pak, a former Korean military
intelligence officer and Mr, Moon's top U.S.
operative.” (Ibid, p. 15a)

Others coopted by Moon including former
critics are Rev. Ralph David Ahemul;{. Former
Treasury Secretary Robert Anderson, New Right
lobbyist Warren Richardson, Eugene McCarthy, Terry
Dolan and Neal Blair,

Falwell declined a $1 million dollar to give one
speech in Seoul.

Since 1980 Moon has made at least $165
million through high-pressured sales in Japan of
religious antifacts and walismans. One estimate is $800
million,

“Detroit officers suspected of crack ties”

According to police officials and investigators,
125 Detroit police officers are under investigation for
involvement with crack. Detroit has a total of 5,000
officers.

On April 20th, reputed drug-dealers shot and
killed Officer Paul Dunbar, who had robbed the drug-
dealers" house.

~ "Among the cases under investigation by the
police Internal Affairs Section are:

*Three groups of officers, Operating in three precincts
where they are assigned, who are believed 1o be
robbing crack houses.

+Several supervisory officers, who hold
sergeant or lieutenant,
coCiine.,

*Two officers who owned homes that were raided b
narcotics officers because they were suspected crac
houses. In one of those cases, the officer was living in
the house at the time.

*An officer who was the victim of a street robbery
after walking out of a crack house where head had
been buying drugs.

*Several officers who are both sellin g and using crack
cocaine obtained during shakedowns of street drug
dealers.” (Detroit Free Press, 5/5/88, p. 1, 18a)

the rank of
for using powdered or crack

President pushes astrology on masses

According to Donald Regan, “virtually every
major move and decision the Reagans made during my
time as White House chief of staff was cleared in
advance with a woman in San Francisco who drew up
horoscopes to make certain that the planets were in a
favorable alignment for the enterprise."™" (Detroit Free
Press, 5/9/88, p.1)

Furthermore, “Regan blames the president’s
four months of isolation during the height of the Iran-
contra scandal in the winter of 1986-87 on the
astrologer’s warning that those months would be ill-
?tg.rred for the president to travel or appear in public.”™

ibid.)

Other decisions including
director to resign, the 1987 State of
and the missile pact with the
govemned by similar guidance,

The worst part of all this is that
will embolden liberal opponents of the sdent o say
that he is just stupid or mistaken in his policies, and
not an expression of the ruling class’s interests. At the
same time, supporters of the president will probably
look at astrology more fa'lrtrmhr;r:e

eiting the CIA
Union address
Soviets were said to be

the publicity

Pentagon can afford budget cuts

Frank C. Carlucci, the Defense Secretary
ordered $33 billion in defense cuts for fiscal 1989, “At
$290 billion, it [the war budget—ed.] will also be less
than the $296 billion” (New York Times, 12/5/87, p.
1) for fiscal 1988 already iated.

These cuts are the largest even discussed
during the Reagan administration; although they
amount to less than 15% of planned expenditures and
less than a 2% cut from the previous year's bodget. (Tt
just goes to show that when the Pentagon asks for
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outlandish appropriations to begin with, it can afford
the appearance of curting back later.)

Surprise, surprise, the cuts are aimed at hel ping
Republican Party candidates say that they helped build

up military strength and supported military cuts at the
same time. It just goes to show that with such huge
resources at its disposal, the Pentagon can afford to
play a numbers game for the public and mislead public
opInion.

By alternating between hawkish calls for
defense build-ups and calls for wrimming of fat, the
ruling class intentionally confuses the public on what it
is doing.

Meanwhile, in reality, the Pentagon has more
money than it knows how to spend.

Judges are corrupt

Judge William Haley Ir. admitted to taking
bribes to fix traffic tickets and to tax evasion. He
refused to finger other judges who are under suspicion
in Detroit’s two courts.

The judge had served 6 years on the bench.
(Detroit Free Press, 4/15/88, p. 1)

Arias favors US intervention

President of Costa Rica Oscar Arias said the
US should “‘send in the Marines™ if Nicaragua
threatens its neighbors or engages in expansionism.
(Michigan Daily, 2/3/88, p. 1) Arias also supports aid
to the Contras according to Michigan House
representative Carl Pursell,

Denying the assertions of Secretary of State
Schulrz and Pursell, Costa Rican ambassador Emilia
Barish said that he did not think that those were Arias’
views. Of course, with a peace plan with Arias’ name
on it, the ambassador was obliged to deny that Arias
opposed his own peace plan.

Arias’ peace plan for Central America won him
the Nobel Peace prize in 1987, (Ihid.)

Falwell still backs apartheid

Jerry Falwell and Citizens for Reagan (with
100,000 members) urged followers to boycott HBO
because of a “dramatized biography of Nelson Man-
dela”™ that HBO ran. {Anthony Lewis, Ann Arbor
News, 9/23/87, p. a9)

Subscribe to MIM Notes and MIM
Theory! .

New rates: 31.50 per issue for as many issues
desired

Send cash, blank checks or blank money orders
made out for amount, but do not make any check
or money order out to MIM. Please write if these
(TS are un table.

Also, 10 pp. list of

Erﬂgreﬂﬁivc and revelutionary
literature free with SASE.
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Thanks to
Peking Book

House!

1520 Sherman Avenue

Evanston, IL 60201
This is a long overdue thank you to Pekin
Book House. Peking Book House Ifas sold E‘f!jm%
many of its books, particularly those books put out by
the Chinese government before 1976,
Comrades in prison should also thank Peking
Bm!: House for its donation of Quotations from
Chairman Mao, specifically for prisoners to read.
~ Comrades who are in icago should take the
train up to Evanston and visit Peking Book House,
which is one of the berter bookstores in Chicago,
(Guild Books and New World Resource Center also
deserve mention here. )
_The above advertisement paid for by MIM and
not solicited or sanctioned by Peking Book House,

CROW

political reviews of video,
film, television, music,
books, essays
#25 July 1988 issue $4.
$19.95 for six issues.
Checks to AFTA, PO Box A,
Wharton, NJ (07885.

Comrades who are interested in video
communications in this day and age when print is
becoming obsolete will find CROW interesting.
CROW is not a communist publication, but it will
confront comrades with issues of the sexual revolution
and politics and art. See the review in MIM Theory 13
under “Sectarian Review."

Above advertisement paid for by MIM and not
solicited or sanctioned by CROW.
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ON PERV'S SHINING PATH/
ON SEXUAL ORIENTATIO

PERUYIAN COMMUNIST PARTY CALLS POR "MILITARIZATION OF PARTY"

Recognizing the profound universal sgignificance of Macism for the
development of Marxism-Leninism, the Peruvian Communist Party is
working to develop and apply Mao Zedong Thought to the question of the
vanguard party's relationship te the military. According to a speaker
from the World Tour to Support the Revolution in Peru, Chairman
Gonzalo supports the "militarization of the party."

In the imperialist dominated countries, comrade Gonzaloc stresses
the pelitical necessity of armed struggle. Formed in 1928, the
Communist Party of Peru had two years of development before it was
sldestracked. For 30 years, the rightists dominated the Communist
Party of Peru. Then in the midat of a wave of spontanecus struggles
of the Peruvian peasants, workers and students and the cising
crescendo of revolution in China, a red faction formed in the Peruvian
Communist Party led by Comrade Gonzalo. According to the speaker from
the World Tour, the Peruvian Communist Party marks its formation as a
Leninist party of a new type only in 1964 when revisicnists were
finally expelled from the party. For 15 years, the party of a new
type prepared for armed struggle. In 1979, the party finally agreed
Ld go over to armed struggle after prolonged struggles within the
party. From 1980 to this day, the Peruvian Communist Party has led
the armed struggle of the Sendero Lumincso.

Criticizing the FMLN of El Salvador for not forming a vanguard
party te lead the masses' armed struggle, the PCP points out that the
masses are politically disarmed as a result of the eclecticism,
revisionism and opportunism of the FMLN's leaders and its social
democratic political wing--the FDR. While the speaker did not waste
his time pissing on the anti-imperialiast struggle of El Salvador, he
made it clear that Peru's armed struggle took a different form because
of the leadership of the PCP. The PCP has vowed to never lay down its
arms.

In El Salvador, the military wing of the FMLN is viewed by at
least its pro-Soviet revisionist leaders as a terrorist bargaining
chip to gain a share of parliamentary power in coalition with the
8ocial democrats of the FDR. Armed struggle need not win or lose,
only serve as a bargaining chip according to revisionista.

In Peru, there is also such an arrangement led by the pro-Soviet
Supposed communists. It is called the United Left. The pro=Soviet
revisionists, Dengists, soclal democrats and all other kinda of
revisionists agree Lo stick together to gain electoral power and then
divide up their power afterwards. In this strateqy, the pro-Soviet
revisionists have organized the largest of four unions that have
organized the one-sixth of the 40% of the Peruvian masses who have
Steady jobs. They try to convert economic struggles into

parliamentary power. The PCP says this is a farce because real power
ig in tha milirare
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The "militarization of the party" is also a development of the
program of the Gang of Four in China. According to the speaker for
the tour, Jiang Qing favored the formation of militias which would
@at up the army bit by bit. In fact, this did happen in China in the
70s. A militia of over a million formed in Shanghai for example.
Bourgeois observer Roger Garside has detailed the events leading to
the coup in 1976 and the possibilities of the militia led by the Gang
of Feur in his book Coming Alive: Chipa After Mag.

The theory behind the people's militia was sound. The standing
army of the People's Republic did form a material basis for the coup
38 comrade Gonzalo apparently stresses. Regional commanders protected
beng after he was purged from his state posts one last time in 1976.
The same commanders forced Hua's hand in the arrest of the Gang of
Four. Comments by Deng show that he considered veteran regional
commanders to be a base of his power. It is also clear that leading

generals [rom China's Liberation did not have an active hand in the
Cultural Revolution, and for the most part behaved as bourgeocis

£

nationalists stuck in the first stage of China's revolution called the
New [Democratic stage.

A standing army is by definition a professional army. Although
the effects of rank were mitigated, there were ranks in China's
professional army. Experts in the army had much the same power as
@Xperts in production. By arming the masses of workers and peasants,
the Gang of Four hoped to insure against the ever present possibility
of capitalist restoration. Comrade Gonzalo Buggests that even before
Socialism, the vanguard party needs to politically prepare people to
arm themselves and seize power. Hence there should be no separation
of the army and party; although, the details have yet to be worked out
completely.

This question deserves more study. Although it is clear that the
army did serve as a basis for the counterrevelutionary coup in 1976,
1t is not clear that Mao did not adopt the best strategy in fighting
that eventuality. Maoc adopted three strategies in handling the
possibility of the army's getting out of hand.

First, the People's Liberation Army of China held repeated
campaigns to serve the people. Indeed, the PLA kicked off the
campaigns that led directly te the Cultural Revelution. Army members,
@s during the War of Liberation, took part in production so that the
PLA would not be a parasite on the people. The Learn from the PLA
campaign also demonstrated that people in the army could be modela of
politeness and political studiocusness. While the army had to know how
to fight, it certainly received training in staying close to the
masses and serving the masses through public works.

Secondly, Mac had separated economic and governmental
administration from the military. People in the military were not the
Same people who led the party except for a few such as Mao, Lin and
Deng. Comrade Gonzalo points cut that the Gang of Four of China
certainly had leading posts in the party, but they did not have
corresponding posts in the military; although, the military might have
had campaigns at times to learn from the Gang of Four. On the other
hand, precisely because the ranking military leaders and others were
not the leaders in the party, they did not have econcmic and
governmental administration experience. Quite frankly, power flows
from the barrel of a gun, but the army leaders at least could not
directly form the bourgecisie in the party. They needed heads of
state like Liu, Zhou Enlai and Peng Xiaoping to articulate their
concerns. Chairman Mao was able to keep the army from phyaically
attacking Cultural Revclutionaries through his preeminence in both
the party and army. One implication of Comrade Gonzalo's plan is that
the struggle between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat in the party

T e - T & P
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Finally, during the Cultural Revolution, the ultraleft pushed for
"dragging out the handful of capitalist-roaders in the army." Circles
very close to Mao advocated this position. Indeed, they won out
momentarily before being purged. It seems likely that Mao would have
Supported this position if it were feasible. Instead, Mac called for
the army to support the Left in the Cultural Reveolution. He said that
the beauty of this was that the army itself would become politicized
in deciding who is Left or not. All participants invelved would see
that there are two lines struggling. Hence, the PLA was not
monolithie and Mao saw this well enough to be able to politicize the
army and make contradictions for reactionary army leaders.

In the end, people's militia's are the way to go. However,
comrade Gonzalo points out that even Lenin had to rely on a standing
army to defeat the invasiona of 14 imperialist armies. Later it
formed the basis for party-splitting and the coup from 1953 to 1956.
On the other hand, a succesaful revolution in Peru may face the same

problem on a larger scale. There is no friendly sccialist bloc for
Feru to lean on and Peru i= in fact much smaller than the weakened

Soviet Union of 1917.

Even so, it is not a simple matter to conclude that therefore
Comrade Gonzale is wrong. Teday, unlike Lenin's time, any genuine
revolution benefits from the historical experience of the
international communist movement. One of the lessons that is taught
again and again is not to adopt pragmatist solutions for fear of
losing. A principled loss could form the basis of later victory, as
in the case of the Paris Commune. On the other hand a capitulation
to revisionism or imperialism may gain a movement material support but
Cause it utmost confusion and eventual disaster as in the case of the
PLO. 1In the case of Peru, it is clear that no standing army or
conventional Soviet-style war is goeing to protect the gains of the
revolution. People's militias and People's War is the only way te
go. It would be better to let the enemy come in deep and bide time
for a final victory.

According to Bob Avakian in Conguer the World, revolutions inm the
imperialist countries will regquire standing armies because every

revolution has so far. (Conguer the World., P- 8) With that kind of

Leasoning, the anarchists would be right that since every revolution
has faced capitalist restoration, it's no accident that Leninism ends
up as capitalism.

Avakian denies the univeral validity of the Chinese experience in
the struggle against capitalist restoration. He does not explain why
people's militias would not be equally appropriate in the United
States. 'Also, he pisses away the universal validity of the Cultural
Revolution by implying that it will not be as much of a problem in the
United States for the Proletariat to hold power as it is in the Thircd
World. (1ibid., p. 37) O©Of course, Trotsky said the same thing, but
Mac has shown that what determines the success of the revolution
dgainst capitalist restoration is the all-round dictatorship of the
proletariat over the bourgecisie. That means success is determined by
the proletariat's dictating over the bourgeoisie in each of Bociety's
ingtitutions. It is precisely here that Avakian is disarming the
masses with Trotskyist shibboleths. If anything, the army in the
United States will serve an even greater basis of revisionism than in
China. The American Army will not be hardened by a protracted People's
War. Indeed, it will necessarily reflect some of the weight of
history in the United States, which is nothing but the genocidal
history of the U.S. military composed of the oppressed but run by the
most vicious and advanced dictatorship of the bourgecisie, surpasged E*?E.
Perhaps only by Hitler. .



oo PR MbAScLdEil LeChnlical ang BCOnOmic advancement for
political experience and progress. Cultural revolution cChina
pruvlﬂeﬂ_th&_mﬂst advanced political experience seen in the world yet,
but Awak;an is alr?ady Prep ared to say that the proletariat of the
ave an easier time holding power under

Standing army. Avakian: From what
toncrete experience of 8ocialist revolution in the imperialist
fountries are you pissing away the Ccultural Revolution?

TOUR SPOKESPERSON MENTIONS WAR COMMUNISH

From the speaker's presentacion, it appears that comrade Gonzale
sees "war communism® ahead for Peru. That is that he expects the
PACLY o have to organize the masses largely by emergency measures
and to exact the most thorocugh-going sacrifices for revolution, It is

unclear to what extent that Gonzalo sees thisz as parmanent plan for
soclalist construction.

SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND LIBERATICHN

So-called Marxist-Leninists internationally have a poor
record on the relationship of sexual orientation to revelution.
Most so-called Marxist-Leninist groups in the US uphold the belief
that homosexuality is a form of the decay of capitalism or a
product of class society to be eliminated with socialism and
communism. Lenin and particularly Stalin said little about
sexuality, and Stalin tended toward a straight puritan line,

To a certain extent, Lenin and Stalin believed that discussion of
sexual matters would cause s diversion of people, especially
youth, from revolutionary tasks.

The historical practice of supposed Marxist-Leninists towards
homosexuality has not been conscious, rather a simple ungquestioned
continuation of moral practices from the religiously mired past.
For example, Castro jailed homosexuals in Cuba. Judges in Cuba
merely cloak old thinking in the rhetoric of "proletarian
morality." The current position of the supposedly Maoist
Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) USA is that the ideclogy
of homosexuality should be reformed in socialist revolution.
Significantly its draft of its current program contained a simple
paragraph statement that homogexuality would be reformed and ended
under socialism. While making such a broad condemnation of
Nomosexuality, the RCP program did not see fit to devote much
space to the justification of its view. The RCP's more virulently
anti-gay predecessor, the RU did a whole pamphlet on homosexuality
48 a product of capitalist decay and a bourgecis diversion from
revolution,

It is high time that communists @xamined the issue of sexual
orientation. Six to ten percent of the people in the USA are
homosexual. This is a large strata of people that faces obvious
repressionas from the state and the masses as a whole,

Sexual orientation raises as many gquestions as there are
Presumptions in USA WASP culture. First, is the gquestion of the
importance or role of 88X in the first place. Following Lenin,
M-Ls tend to downplay sex relative to its preeminence in American
culture. Any group arguing for sexual rights tends to be tarred
28 selfish and narrowly concerned with unimportant matters.
Unfortunately, the M-Ls do not say that they are going to reform
“hetercsexual ideclogy"® during the sccialist revolution:

therefore, they attack cne form of pleasure-seeking but not the
other .



Secondly, the issue of the family is not far behind. In
these days when artificial insemination, never mind test Lube
babies, is so prevalent, it is distressing to hear some M-Ls
defend heterosexual relations as necessary for procreation. The
influence of the Pope is not far behind.

Thirdly, is the husband-wife relation. Somehow,; leabians
seem more justified in their actions to M-Ls because they have
found an avenue of averting the oppression of husbands and
boyfriends. But where does that leave men? If women are more
likely to enjoy relations of equality with themselves does it
not follow that men do not expleit women if they are
invelved with men? If W-Ls accept that patriarchal institutiens
@xist, then how can they deny that it would be better for
exploiters to exploit each other and weaken the patriarchy than
Lo exploit women?

True, the majority of men are not the target of socialist
revolution, just as the majority of whites are not, Still, sexism
and homophobia are as much allies of the bourgecisie as racism.
All serve to justify domination. All divide the proletariat and
its allies. The handling of these contradictions between the
pecple and the enemy and within the pecple themselves reguires

that Marxist-Leninista discard philistine thinking on these
matters.

Ho strategy concerning sexual orientation alone is going to
overthrow the state. However, this is not to belittle the spirit
of "by any means necessary." Women do not enjoy
political, economic, social or sexual equality with men. It is
@specially loathsome that men through their economic and
pelitical power can obtain sex from women with less power. Such
power relations are responsible for the fact that women are made
into sex objects in advertizing, television and music more cften
than men. By withholding sexual pleasure from men, not to
mention thelr money and work at home, women exhaust
one avenue of power open to them. Objectively speaking, gay men
are the flipside of women's all-out struggle against patriarchy.
whether they are conscious of it or not.

If sexual rights are to disappear the way national rights are
to disappear, there must first be eguality in sexual rights--for
homosexuals and women more generally. This alone speaks for
defense of homosexuals against the state. Just as there must be
self-determination for all nations before nations disappear, there
must be sexual self-determipation and eqguality before guestions of
sexuality become irrelevant.

Under communism non-state backed national cultures
will flourish and intermingle. Likewise, communism will require a
long period of broad-minded thinking concerning
sexual fleisure-time activities.

While neither homosexual nor
heterosexual leisure-time is the main issue currently facing the
revolutionary movement, it is time that M-Ls stopped tailing the
most backward sections of the masses and the Pope and Jerry
Falwell. Homosexual relations are not necessarily any more
selfish than heterosexual ocnes, and in fact, they serve as one

possible means of all-out struggle against the capitalist
patriarchy.

THE MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM) IS A COMMUNIST GROUP
THAT UPHOLDS MAO AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND VIEWS THE CURRENT
SOVIET UNION AND CHINA AS STATE CAPITALIST. WE ARE A NEW GROUP THAT
FORMED ON OCTOBER 1ST, 1983 AS THE REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST
MOVEMENT (RIM). RENAMED (MIM)] ON MAY 15T, 1984, (MIM) HAS NO TIES TO
ANY OTHER ORGANLZATION. (MIM) MEMBERS ARE WORLD CITIZENS, NOT
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W.W.III IS ON ALREADY

BOMBING DF LIBYA: AN AGGRESSIVE ACT OF AN ONGDING WORLD WAR

MIM unegquivocally condemns the U.S. bombing of Libya. Polls
seem to show that only 23X of the U.S. public opposmd this nauseating
act of militarism and chauvinism. This makes it especially important
that people who read MIM NOTES and MIM THEORY not cave in to
superficial public opinion or this escalation of the current WWIII.

And i1t is important to note that the bombing of Libya is not a
preparation for WWIII. It is an act of WWIII. No other organization
that MIM knows of officially analyzes the current international
situation az one of WMWILII already in progress.

This distinction is not sheerly academic. There are a number of
implications that flow from this theoretical insight forged through
MIM's analysis of the international situation,

First, there is no point in waiting for nuclear holocaust to
eelze opportunities to make revolution. With every desperate act
perpetrated by the imperialists in South Africa, Central America or
the Middle East, opportunities for revolution open up, as the case of
Feru so clearly demonstrates.

secondly, it is necessary to grasp the current world war to make
& break wWwith American or Eurcpean-centered thinking. By this
thinking, imperialism does not bring about world war unless it finally
involves "our boys" or, in contemporary times, "our missiles." War
does not really count as World War until large numbers of white people
die according to most current "Leninist” thinking. MIM repudiates
this simultaneously chauvinist and racist thinking.

Thirdly, the battles going on around the world are connected and
not isolated events or mistakes. Put together the events in the world
constitute world war. Where there is imperialism there are wars
between imperialists and against subijugated peoples. Today, the U.S.
bloc is making war against the Soviet bloc, mestly through proxy.

This is war between imperialist camps. Then there is the kind of war
like the U.S5./Israeli invasion of Lebanon that killed over 20,000
Lebanese and Falestinians. That is war of the imperialists against
oppressed peoples——namely the Palestinians. The U.S5. backed apartheid
regime averages five police murders a day. That is war against the
Azanian people of South Africa. The Soviet Union Jjust increased iks
military occupation forces in Eritrea by several thousand. That is an
act of war. In Central America, the United States® puppet regime in
El Salvador bombsa its own pecple and the contras terrorize the
Micaraguan people. That is war. The list goes on and on. By number
of deaths or area of the world covered, the current World War is
already more significant than the first world war and is catching up
with the second one. More importantly, it has already started and \FTﬁ



Fourthly, where there is imperialism there js wWor
put Just‘a:ts of violence coordinated by military officers It i
1n5t1?ut1npa1 control of Third World Feoples and the prnle;ariat :{th'
the imperialist countries that means starvation, inadegquate health
care and living conditions and political and military control, This

institutional violence is a4 part of the objective situation that

allows for the creation of class consciousness by the vanguard party.

] Finally, the creation of public opinion is not exactly the same
thing as revolutionary strategy. The general political line that MIM
promotes should not be one of COMJUNCTURAL ISM, Vulgar forms of
pseudo-Leninism focus public opinion on the paossibilities for makin
revolution in the distant future given near -holocaust conditions ang a
general advancement of obijective conditions which make the U.S5 and
ntherlznrt: of the world "ripe" for revolution, s

is extremely important on a strategic wel
the final seizure of political power in a EevniﬁtinntZa:ngizﬂtizz R
place at any time that revolutionaries wish, There must be a certain

intersection of hiatnrltal_ivEnti, a simul taneous occurrence of several

ld war. MWar is

conditions-—for revolution to happen. This occasion is known as a
revolutionary historical conjuncture.

However, this strategic understanding is not the same thing as a
political line for revolution. Specifically, CONJUNCTURALISM as
applied as a political line is a Trotskyist deviation, which results
in the overlooking of the war and conditions of revolution that
already exist in the world today, particularly in the Third World.
CONJUNCTURALISM diverts the this worldly Marxist to the next world and
prevents an analysis of how to move forward in the present.

Most of the currents in genuine Leninism in Europe and the United
States are both chauvinist and racist in their analysis of world war.
Worse, CONJUNCTURALIEM as applied by signatories of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement, such as the Revolutionary Communist Party
(USA) will result in blown opportunities to create public epinion.
Unless public opinion is created now that connects war all across the
world to imperialism and inter-imperialist rivalry, the subjective
conditions for revolution will not exist at the time when a
‘revolutionary opportunity does open up in the imperialist countries.

THIS IS MIM THEDRY NUMBER 4-——A FREE SAMPLE, SUBSCRIBE TO MIM
THEORY FOR .30 AN IGSUE.

THE MAOIST INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT (MIM) IS A COMMUNIST GROUP
THAT UFPHOLDS MAOQ AND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND VIEWS THE CURRENT
SOVIET UNION AND CHINA AS STATE CAPITALIST. WE ARE A NEW GROUP THAT
FORMED ON ODCTOBER 15T, 1983 AS THE REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST
MOVEMENT (RIM). RENAMED (MIM) DN MAY 15T, 1984, (MIM) HAS NO TIES TO
ANY DOTHER ORGAMIZATIODM. (MIM} MEMBERS ARE WORLD CITIZENS, NOT
AMERICANS, AND THEREFORE UFPHOLD INTERMATIOUNALISM AS A BUIDING VISION,

THE (MIM) STRATEBY FOR REVOLUTION IS FREMISSED ON THE BUILDING OF
A VANGUARD FARTY THAT UPHDLDS THE MASS LINE AND LEADS ANTI-—
IMPERIALIST AND ANTI-MILITARIST EDUCATIONAL WORK. PART OF THAT WORK
IS TO EMBODY MARXISM-LENIMISM MADISH IN CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS. (MIM)
ASKS EVERYDONE TO DISTRIBUTE "MIM THEORY" AS PART OF BUILDING A PARTY
THAT WILL STOP THE CURRENT WORLD WAR AND THE SOURCES OF THAT WAR AND
USHER IN SOCIALIST REVOLUTION.

READERS ARE ASKED TD SEND MIM THEIR VDTES DN WHETHER DR NOT
INDIVIDUAL ISSUES OF MIM NOTES SHOULD BECOME OFFICIAL LINE AND THEORY
OF MIM. ONLY THE VOTES OF THOSE WHO DISTRIBUTE THE MIM LIT LIST WILL
OFFICIALLY COUNT BUT ALL COMMENTS WILL BE APPRECIATED.
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ORU dissolves
and

Women, environment
and

proletarian democracy

MM in its official literature on the intermational simsation has set forth the lines of
demarcation for Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thought — namely the question of the
restaration of capitalism in the Soviet Union and China. It is thus with disappoinment that
we report the collapse of another Maoist organization in the United States — the
Orzanization for Revolutionary Unity (ORU).

ORU’s dissolution leaves the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCF) and MIM as the
anly two political organizations in the United States that uphold Mao and the Cultural
Revolution,

CQRL had written in support of the Cultural Revolution and against the Khruschevite
restoration of capitalism. While individual members of MIM polemicized with ORU, MIM
also distributed significant quantities of ORU literature in xeroxed form, Thus, it could be
said that MIM took up a line of struggle with ORU and practical unity wherever possible,
especially in dismributing ORU literature on Central America, the Cultural Revolution, the
Soviet Union, Poland and the RCP. For its part, according to ORU spokespeople, ORU
studied and distributed some MIM literature. Despite ORUs collapse, MIM will continue
to distribute works by ORU unless any MIM distributor wanted to challenge this practice
and bring it to a vote.

What follows is an unofficial view by a MIM comrade put forward for discussion
PUMPOETS.

ORU's explanation

ORLs explanation for merger with two other non-Maoist organizartions is attached as a
negative ideological example for the reader’s benefit It is a reminder of man ¥ Questions
that confront Maoists and revolutionary-minded people at this time. It is tempting to point
to the announcement s an example of the weakness of the Maoist movement at this time,
but that would be presumptuous, as we do not know how significant ORU's practices
were. It is also always possible that the splintering and reunification of lefrist gTOups is
actually the work of the state,



More on who the FRSO is

It is perhaps useful in this instance to employ the RCP's descri ptive rhetoric in regard 1o
these organizations: The unity of ORU, RWH and PUL is like that of Lin Biaoists, Hua
Guofengists and Eurocommunists respectively,

ORU held that the split between Mao and his second in command — Lin Biap—
eventually doomed the Cultural Revolution.

Revolutionary Workers Headquarters (RWH) is a faction ejected from the Revolutionary
Communist Party. It comprised much of the RCP leadership and about 40% of its
membership. The internal struggle of the RCP is documented in a book sold by the RCP
— Revolution and Connterrevolution,

RWH endorsed the arrest of the Gang of Four by Hua Guofen £. RWH never obtained
Chinese recognition, however,

As for the Proletarian Unity League (PUL), aside from its theoretical activities, MIM has
had no evidence of any political practice by PUL. Perhaps it had merged so well with the
Ruinbow coalition or the RWH that MIM activists couldn't detect its independent influence.

ORU’s gripes with MIM

In member 1o member polemics with ORU, MIM comrades disagreed with ORU
comrades on the nature of the revolution in Nicaragua. One ORU comrade tended to stress
that the revolution in Nicaragua was a real one and that it was dogmatism not 1o recognize it
as such,

The ORU comrade, in echoing PUL attacked MIM For seein g itself as the center of
revolution. Tt pointed out the fallacy of vanguardism, mountain-topism, stronghold
mentality etc.

Another notable issue is the role of rade unions. ORU claimed roots in rade union
struggles and sought to make them a ceniral focus.

Today, as gathered from the ORU announcement, ORU is pluggin £ FRSO work in the
Rainbow coalition. (See also the latest issue of International Correspondence, #10, 1987
for a shift of a Stalinist group toward supporting Jesse Jackson) At least some MIM
members have held that the Jackson campaign has served to draw Blacks into the
Democratic Party, promote illusions and set up the movement against white supremacy for
a big fall.

T’J'E:ar.: questions put a distance between ORU and MIM comeades. Both sides inevitabl ¥
decided to concentrate on their political practices rather than continue full-blown polemics.
MIM for its part believes that it is possible for Maoists to have widespread disagreements
on the questions raised abwove in this section.

MIM response: relations with the mass movements

[n Marxism-Leninism there is one stupidity with two poles that comes up in the question
of the revolutionary organizer's relationship with the masses. On the one hand, there is the
liquidatonist 1endency as evidenced in PUL and now FRSO (also the pro-Albanian tinged
Red Dawn Agsoe, which recently dissolved) and on the other hand there is the isolated
dogmatizt position that was especially prominent in the RCP immediately after its split with
its Mensheviks.

(This comrade would peint out that the Revoiutonary Werker has started to carry detailed
stories of the mass movements and even photwgraphs of demonstrations. In the past, RCP
members had found photographs and stories of demonstrarions whether by students or
workers or petty-bourgeois forces to be inappropriate for revolationary purity.)

To the ORU, MIM has argued that starting a group as a party with the aim of becoming
vanguard party is not the same thing as sectarian isolation from the mass movements, It is
unfortunate that both ORU and the RCP {untl recently, i.e. since about the time their ani-
imperialist contingent went to Germany) helieve it is itnpossible o work in close contact
with the mass movements without giving up one’s independent identiry,

The ORU announcement of its own liquidation stresses that PUL and RWH have done
considerable work in the trade union and anti-white supremacist movements, They also
cite the pro-Deng Xinzoping League of Revolutionary Strugele (LRS) as a hard-working
OT2AnZaton,

Indeed, collected impressions indicate that LRS members are hard-workin g. This isalso
true, however, of many people in the anarchist movement, the Moebilization for Survival,
the Democratic Party and countless bourgeois political groups.
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Why does ORU seek to join two groups that are so easily overshadowed in terms of
“work™ by other groups when the RWH and PUL do not even de marcate the same way as
ORU on the cardinal questions?

AL best, ORU might expect to win the strugele within the democratic centralist
organization on the questions of the Soviet Union and China. This seems unlikely given
that it appears that FRSO has no definite stance on these questions at this time, The
probable numbers involved, the likely dishonesty of some forces, future plans for uniting
with LRS and a host of other factors make it seem unlikely that there is a basis for umiting
previously splintered forces.

Of course, it is possible the majority involved in the FRSO are honest forces, In that
case, by-gones will be by-gones if developments turn out other than as expected by this
MIM comrade,

Reuniting the past or catching up with the future

We suggest here that the reason ORU joined FRSO is its own demoralization and
cxperience from the "60s and *70s. Instead of seeki ng out new forces o carry forward the
revolutionary banner, ORU drops its banner to follow another banner with "60s and "70s
experience.

To an extent, the prestige and model of the Chinese Revolution stll exists. Fua and Lin
Biao supporters claim a portion of that historical prestige. In a sense ORU is trying to go
back and unite some of the forces that fell out in the "60s and *70s,

The problem with this approach is that it does not recognize that there is an actual material
and historical basis for the broad political divisions discussed above, There is no reason to
expect that everyone would unite on the questions of China and the Soviet Union.

That is not to say that joint work is impossible.

Quite the contrary, even the predecessors of the MIM, the RADACADS had a style of
working with several different self-styled parties (and mass organizations) including the
RCP, CWP, PL, May 19th etc. On concrete issues there is no problem with this, ORU,
however, is not only working with other groups, it is dissolvin g its own independent
organizarion,

This is perhaps an inevitable result of ORU’s own relativist and liquidationist approach o
knowledge, political line and party-building as expressed in its criticisms of MIM.

It is MIM's experience that uniting time-tested revolutionaries is desirable but not
necessary and certainly not worth the price of giving up propagating correct stances on
China and the Soviet Union. One of the lessons of the *60s and "70s is that political
naivete exerts a terrible price on fledgling organizations. The movements of the "60s and
705 paid a high price before they realized that they were not monolithic,

If people are not able to agree on socialism where it has already existed, how arc they
ever going (o build socialism in a country which has never had it! To create socialism in
the United States will require more, not less unity on questions of the international
experience of communist movements, especially in the Soviet Union and China, By
overlooking these experiences now, FRSO sets itself up for future failure and factionalism
especially if it does eventually attract a large following.

It is foolish to do work in mass movements and expect that these movements will not
develop severe ideological conflicts over the international communist movement and the
particulars of the struggle in the United States!

MIM members themselves emerged from the mass movements of the 805 — c.g. anti-
militarist, solidarity movements etc. All of the founding members of MIM distrusted the
RCP for its lack of contact with the mass movements and yet believed it necessary to hold
onto certain principles and form an organization leading in a definite direction agninst
impenalism and militarism.

Mao pointed out in the Cultural Revolution that the youth and intellecmals are always the
first to come to the fore in revelutionary movements. He also said that the only real
political test of these particular groups is their willingness 1o go amongst the masses,

Monetheless, there is nothing Maoist about dissolving a revolutionary organization at this
point in time, While the revolutionary movements may have many leaps to make until they
are ultimately successful, that does not justify trashing everything and starting from
scratch,
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Correspondence:
Comment on Raymond Lotta’s America in Decline

Cur main disagreement with the America in Decline analysis is that it does not really
develop our understanding throy £h an analysis of contemporary reality. We feel it is nat
sufficient to repeat Lenin today.

In this regard we consider that the post-WW2 period should be considered as a distinet
phase of imperialism — neocolonialism, where though the basic laws enunciated by Lenin
hold good, their forms of motion ete. are different. A major change between the pre and
post WW2 period is the change in the relation between imperialism and feodalism in the
colonics ind semi-colonies and the emergence of new contradictions and class nature of
change and of the contradictions which have emerged depend on the internal particularities
of the different social formations and 1o carry out revolution one must focus 1o
understanding this,

Another point of disagreement is the splitting of the 2 forms of motion of the fundamental
contradiction. We feel they are not being seen in their interrelationship and
interpenetration. Moreover by according the anarchy/organisation contradiction the
principal position, the principal role of class struggle as the motive force is being negated.

—A comrade in India

Proposed platform on women and the environment
Women

*MIM promaotes full equality for women, Equal stuggles bring equal rewards,

*MIM supports comparable worth and other feminist goals,

AS with minorities and other enslaved groups in the U.S.A,, MIM recognizes that an
international struggle requires men and women working harmoniously together. This
cannot be done as master and slave.

*MIM supports free day care for the woman who wishes to work outside the home. The
efforts of all are needed. WITH women having peace of mind, they can be more
productive and efficient on the job,

*MIM supports the choice of occupation for women, from the bottom of the sea to the
cnds of the earth to the realm of the clouds.

Environment

*MIM supports the highest concerns for the environment. Withour a planet to live on our
struggles are for paughe.

*The water, air and land must be purified. Toxic wastes must be cleaned up and the cost
borne by the capitalist imperialists who manufactured it and dumped it, causing a supreme
hazard to the peoplea.

*Harmful food processing for the profit motive must stop. Capitalist supermarkets are full
of poison and rash—seductive foods—to deplete the pocketbook and ruin the people's
health.

*The manufacture of useless luxuries and harmiul items will no longer be wolerated.
Pesticides will be greatly reduced and natural methods re-introduced into the land.

*The earth will not be torn asunder and paved over with concrete to enrich the builders and
developers (destrovers).

Duality of life

+Under the MIM animals will not be tortured 1o make the medical ind ustry rich, and
animals and human guinea pigs suffer,

*MIM offers the choice of voluntary euthanasia for the terminally ill. People do not need
to suffer and be tortured during their last days on earth to enrich the medical industry, the
lawyers, and others of theirilk,

General—points numbered for discussion immediatel y following

*1. MIM invites lovers of freedom everywhere to join us in this struggle for human rights
and dignity. Basic freedoms belong to the people.” We must control our own affairs,
Goods must be produced for use rather than profit,
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+Z. The right to free speech is a human right, not to be taken away by mankind, A
benevolent system of government need not fear the people’s voice, It is the lying dogs of
capitalist imperialism who fear the truth and suppress the people.

*3. MIM offers the right o fight for what is right and life-giving for the people. People
have the right to work for a living wage and a modest life of decency. Too often in the
capitalist world nincompoops, knaves and the mentally ill are bright enowgh to cam a
degree and thus lord it over the people.

*4. With MIM the common citizen with commen sense will Teign supreme.

*3. The worker and farm families that support the rest will rise o the top.

*6. A4S with Mao-1se-tung’s Long March, the people, will succeed. The people will
revolutionize the world. All oppressed people will join and make the world a better place,

Comment and alternative to part of proposed platform on women and the environment

Itis good to see this ambitious platform in such a concentrated form, Mostly I support it.

I have no problem supporting Lﬁe points in the subsections “women, environment and
ﬂquali::,' of life™ as long as it is recognized that there is more to say on these subjects and that

¢ demands are largely minimal program demands. By minimal demands, I mean that 1o
ask the capitalist manufacturers to pay for the cost of toxic waste cleanu p presumes that
there will be capitalists. In other words these sre demands that can be made ght now
without revolution; although, it is debateable how much these demands can be achieved
without revolution.

As for the more generally oriented comments, [ sup port the general thrust but not the
wording. It seems especially the case that words such as “rights,” “dignity” and **freedom™
are confusing ones, For the most part, the bourgeoisie owns these words because it uses
them the most, no matter how hypocritically.

Is not the word freedom maost frequently repeated in the mass media to Oppose genuine
communists and social-imperialists? Are not the Contra “freedom-fighters”™ in Nicaragua
simply terrorists? Words such as “freedom-fichters™ are so grossly distorted, they are not
worth fighting for anymore, (See Christopher Caudwell, Further Studies in Diving
Culture for a Marxist discussion of freedom.)

It was this problem that Lenin addressed by callin g socialism a million times more
democratic than bourgeois democracy. To the extent that democracy means participation of
people in society, socialism is one million times more democeatic than bourgeois
democracy. To the extent that democracy includes the “freedom to exploit,” “freedom 10 be
exploited,™ “freedem for the bourgecisie to do unto others™ etc., socialism is not
demoeracy but dictatorship.

s it not true that the word “rights” is emblazoned in the Constitution but is nothing but a
concept 7 Ultimately, the word “rights™ as it is used today comes from 18th century
thought which held that God vested himself in individuais and thus to violate certain
aspects of individuals was to violate God.

Needless to say, communists are atheists and can not confuse the people with the rhetoric
of rights. For example, women do not have the right to abertion because God is not in fact
guaranteeing it for women. Even now it is somewhat practically limited in the United
States, and the move is afoot 1o make abortion illegal. What is more some people are
saying that fetuses have rights etc,

Nobody has rights. There is only strugele over power. Women will very likely lose the
God/Constitution interpretation game in the Supreme Court. Concretely, however, women
have the possibility of struggling for the power to prevent this.

Another point on rhetoric that T would make is that the ruling classes of all ages have
called the masses stupid, incompetent, crazy, mentally ill, lazy and otherwise unfit to rule.
As communists, we should not care to use such characterizations, If the masses are not
acquainted with Einstein, can not program a computer or understand Shakespeare, it is just
that ruling class never provided the proper opportunity, In order to mystify the masses as
to the source of their ruling power, ruling classes have intentionally encoded knowledge in
such a way as to make it inaccessible to the masses,

As communists, we say “smart” people figure out how to make their knowledge and skills
accessible o other people.

As for calling Reagan or other ruling class people “stupid” or “crazy™ as the liberal
intellectuals do, we say Reagan does what is in the interest of the ruling class, no matter

§5]



how strange that may seem. Reagan is not war-crazy. He is driven o war by his capitalist
System.

Overall, I would rewrite the points in the general discussion as follows:

*1. Goods must be produced for use, not profit or some other exchange-value (monetary-
denominated) goal. To do this, the people, especially the proletariat must see to running all
of society—economy, administration and the state especially.

*2. The common citizen of the United States is middle class and can just as easily ally
with imperialism as with the proletariat. For the dictatorship of the proletariat fo stay afloat
in the United States in its present form would require too much repression of the middle
class masses. The dictatorship would eventally fail without a mass base.,

Unless the middle class meets destruction over a period of time in pre-revolutionary
capitalist society, the mass base for socialism will have to come from owside the existing
United States. This means opening up for immi gration from the Third World to double or
triple the population of the United States or to somehow 2IVE ACCEsS o government
resources to the people of the Third World perhaps by voluntary federation of countries,
As the United States has superexploited the Third World for so long, itis the duty of the
communist o see to it that the line of the international proletariat, not the middle class, is in
command in the United States.

*3. It will be necessary for the vanguard party to seize the mass media for itself in order
to make up for years of oppression of the proletariat at home and abroad, women,
minorities etc. After decades in which the vanguard party makes up for capitalist media
distortions, the mass media will no longer be the monopoly of the vanguard party.

Once the rule of the intemnational proletariat is established, however, “free specch”™ for all
shall be guaranteed by the force of the state. No one shall have the “right” to buy space or
time in the mass media with unearned income. There will be a kind of sweat equity in
political participation. What will count is the quality of ideas presented and the fervor with
which they are struggled for, not how much money one has to present them.

The dictatorship of the prolemariat will nuthlessly crush bourgeois attempis to gain
resources at home or abroad that allow the bourgeoisie to present its views
dispropertionately,

Without control of the state or unearned income to spend 1o bary up the mass media, the
former bourgeoisie and its allies in the middle class will present no threat to the dictatorship
of the proletariat, The political activities of the bourgeoisie will serve as a reminder for the
need of continuous revolution.

Thus, communists do not stand for empty “free speech.” Rather communists seck the
seizure of resources of the state and mass communications by the proletariat and its
luboring allies, the vast majority of people in the world. No longer shall the bourgeoisie
have all the government and media organs to espouse its views. To oppose such an
apparatus with homemade Xerox copies such as this is difficult, but the bourgeoisie shall
have to once the dictatorship of the proletariat is established.

*4. Once the rule of the proletariat is established in the United States, the bourgeoisie in
the communist party leadership shall stand out for its attempls to repress the political

activities of the masses. Tt will thus make itself a target for overthrow by the revolutionary
Masses,

Please send your comments on this issue, Those who distribute MIM literature should cast
their vote for (or against ) sections or the entirety of the piece on the collapse of ORU.

They should also send comments on the discussion of women, environment and proletarian
democracy. Counterproposals are welcome,

MIM, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-
3576.

Subscriptions 30 cents per issue for as many issues as desired. No post office money
orders please,
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OR0 MERGES INTO FREEDOM ROAD SOCIALIST ORGANIZATION

The Organization for Revolutionary Unity is pleased to
announce it has joined the Freedom Road Socialist Organi-
zaticn (FRSO), a national revoluticnary organization.

To give a bit of history, the FRSO was formed last year by
the merger of the Proletarian Unity League and the Revolu-
tionary Workers Headgquarters. As you are procbably aware,
the RWH was a split from the Revolutionary Communist
Party. Having exposed and repudiated the many and mani-
fest left errors of the RCP, the comrades cof thse PWH went
on to carry out a national campaign in support of the
United League of Tupelo, Mississippil as well as numerous
local campaigns in support of Black struggles. The RWH
has also been very active in the contemporary student
movement and trade union work.

The PUL united a number of local collectiwes in the Boston
area in opposition to the dominant ultra-left line of the
early 70's, which included premature, almost irresponsible
party formation. On the basiz of its persistent struggle
against left errors as well as its emphasis on the fight
to expose and combat white supremacist national oppres-
sion, PUL grew to be a national organization. Both PUL
and RWH have had extensive experience in the electeoral
areana and united on the basis of making Rainbow work a
central focus.

Mot only were the PUL and the RWH from somewhat divergent
political backgrounds, but each was quite different from
the ORU. What has united us has been basically a firm
commitment to the principles of Marxism-Leninism and their
application to the United States, including hard-won
l#ssons our groups learned from the defeats suffered by
Left organizations in the 6d°'s and 74d°a. This unity
became clear across a broad range of issues, ranging from
important political line guestions such as the wital role
of the struggles of the cppressed nationalities to the
importance of genuine democratic norms within a democratic
centralist organization.

Given our divergent backgrounds, it was to be expected
that there would be some substantial areas of disagreement
on political line questions. In the process of a two year
unity struggle, the majority of the differences that
existed, which were few in number, were overcome. A few,
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however, were not completely resclved. The remarkably
positive experience we shared in struggling toward unity
gave us the confidence that our remaining differences
could and would, in fact, be worked out in a principled
way.

For those of you familiar with the backgrounds of the
groups, 1t probably comes A5 no surprise that the major
area of disagreement was over international line. While
FRS50D is united on the proposition that the Soviet Union is
one of the major enemies of the world's peoples, there
remains a range of views on the class nature of contempo-
rary China and the applicability of the Theury of Three
Worlds. (We hopa those of you who are interested in these
issu=s will consider Jjoining us for what is likely to be a
Ii=)y debate at some time in the future.)

Wwhat we fezel is most important, however, is the commitment
to revelutionary unity that these merger processes r[epre-
sent. In a period when the survival of revoluticonary
socialist politics as an organized force in the U.5.
seemed in doubt, even small steps toward reversing the
trend of dissolution and demoralization are important. We
do not see purselves as the center for the eventual forma-
tion of a revolutionary Marxist party, but we do 1intend to
play a role in forming that center.

Our merger process has convinced us of not just the neces-
sity, but also the possibility of struggling successfully
for unity among &2 broad range of revolutionary forces.

The most obvious of these is the League for Revolutionary
Struggle, whose record of struggle in the people's move-
ments is noteworthy, but we feel it is also necessary to
look much further afield - particularly to the isplated
independents and collectives which continue to fight
against zagl: diffizult cadds.

That the U.S5. Left is in crisis has become a commonplace
observation. 'We would like to remind folks, though, that
the Chinese symbol for crisis is a combination of the
characters for danger and opportunity. While remaining
aware of the dangers, let us reach boldly for the oppor-
tunity inherent in the current situation.
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RCP update:
Positive trends in the

RCP?

RIM publishes magazine upholding Mao

fn the last issue of MIM Theory, the collapse of a Maoist organization in the United States this year received
detailed attention. This issue contains various contributions on the recent work done by the other remaining
Maoist organization—the RCP. The RCP deserves MIM' s attention ar this time because it has been three Yeurs
since the MIM's predecessors had to grope to a summation that the RCP did not serve the cause af Marxism-
Leninism Mao Zedong Thought adequarely.

MIM's critique of the RCP has gone through three drafts, and sell it is not official MIM literature. Meanwhile,
three years have passed. 1s the need to form “another” Maoist organization of the same nature as it was three
years age? Those who wonder about Maoism in the United State can not help but ask,

This issue presents various views on the RCP.

The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, which took the name of MIM's predecessor organization, hs
published a slick magazine in support of Mao Zedong's path to communism.

In its original intemational declaration, the RIM said that the principles enunciated by Lenin remained key 1o the
struggle against revisionism. In the magazine A World To Win 1986/7 though, the RIM stresses that “without
upholding and building upon Mao's contributions it is not possible to defeat revisionism, imperialism and reaction
in general.” (p, 4)

This is a positive siep by the RIM.

The RIM went further to say that “he [Mao] raised the science of revolution itself to a gualitarively new level ”

Perhaps this spirit rubbed off, because within the same magazine, the Revolutionary Communist Pany (RCI
issued the best statement it has made on Mao Zedong Thought. The statement is not unlike positions taken
officially by MIM and developed by individual MIM comrades in literature now under discussion within MIM.

1) the RCF stands against the line that Mao Zedong primarily made his contributions as a military strategist or
strategist for the Third World. Indeed) the RCP correctly acknowledges that “Mao’s single most importam
contribution to the body of Marxism is the theory of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat.™ (p. 27)

The RCP goes onto say, “Can anyone deny that upon seizing power in an imperialist country the proletariat will
also face very acute contradictions between the socialist road and the capitalist road? Centainly the soil for new
bourgeois headquarters to arise within the party in power will be at least as great in a (formerly) imperialist power
a5 in former colonies and semi-colonies.” (p. 27)

2) the RCP recognizes the internationalist stance of Mao by guoting him to the effect that the final victory of
socialism can not be won but on a world scale,

3} the RCF upholds Mao in “On Contradiction™ by pointing out the need to develop the internal basis of
revolution in the United States and other imperialist countries. “Communist have to learn 1o seize hold of the
contradictions within society and not wait hopelessly for “deus ex machinas.”

(p. 29)

4) the RCP recognizes internal struggle as the lifeblood of the party. “The need to keep the party truly
revolutionary is universal.”

5) the RCP raises discussion of the united front, which it started in 19690 “Mao stands in sharp contrast 1o all
those many forces which declared united front on Monday only 1o esse ntially liguidate the indepencent
ideclogical, political and military role of the proletariat on Tuesday mornin B p. )

6) the RCP quotes Lenin on the necessity of the struggles of the masses with all their impurities and basically
anti- capital thrust. (p. 35) )

7) the RCP recognizes that Lenin's military tactics did not show the genius that Mao's did in establishing power

on a proletarian basis. If the military in the imperialist countries is not handled correctly, it will serve as o s
for counterrevolution,
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Comrades, it seems that the RCP is moving in a good direction. The theoreticalfline statement in A World 10 Win
By the RCP along with the improvement in the Revolutionary Worker in reporting on concrete mass movements
from an independent and revolutionary point of view— recent articles on the Hormel strike, previously taboo—are
credits to the RCP. (See "Chicago Irangate Forum,” 2/23/87, “Howard Beach: Double-Edged Indictments,”
“hiko Marunez Sentenced,” "Protests Against Amerika,” 2/16/87, “Revolution Books Forum on *Crisis in the
Middle East,”™ “Breakdown the Border Conference,” 3/2/87)

It seems that since the publication of “Suppon Every Outbreak,” the concrete experience of the anti-imperialist
contingent sent to Germany, the creation of No Business As Usual and RCP participation in other mass
movements, the RCP has demonstrated some genuine practices of Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thought,

MIM must ¢encourage such trends and give credit where credit is due. It would not be correct 1o attack the RCP
the same way all the time while the RCP’s practice and line change.

At the sume time, MIM must not hastily generalize that MIM's indépendence as an organization is no longer
required. Indeed, the sketchy information offered here does not touch upon the issue of whether or not vartous
individuals in the RCP leadership are genuine. Nor has MIM done a recent collective investigation of the RCP’s
internal and external political practices.

Rather, MIM members must constantly investigate and re-evaluate the RCP in a more thorough-going way, The
RCP's nature is not a simple issue.

Correspondence: ;

Comment on the formation of an international communist organization :

On the question of democratic centralism at the international level, we do not think that this is simply a question
of the present situation. The problem involved here is whether we can conceive of an International organisation as
a World Party with its norms of democratic centralism. Our evaluation is that such an understanding would ignore
the reality of the present world and the complexities of world revolution finally turning into a straitjacket rather
than aiding the process of communist revolution.

Thus we see this as one of the reasons, and an important one, for the ready acceptance of the dissolution of the
Comintern by the then Communist parties. In other words the problem is not one of comrecting bureancratic
tendencies as manifested in the Comintern in the past but of criticising the basic concept on which it was founded,
This is why one of the main tasks in founding an International of a new type is that of seekin goutand evolving a
viable organisational form., )

As you have correctly pointed out maximizing the ideological struggle among genuine communist parties while
maintaing a level of unity that is possible 1s essential for carrying out this collective task. At the same time this
unity does not remain stagnant, the development from the Joint Communique [referring to the communigue of the
RIM which caused us o change our name to MIM--ed.] to the formation of the RIM was a development of this

unity which has still to be carried forward.

On the question of “focussing” on their country--in our opinion this is not bad but good. 'We consider the main
aspectof internationalism to be that of carrying forward revolution in one's own country. The problem is that one
cannot do this properly without a correct internationalist line, without a correct understanding of the international
situation. Because the revolution in each country is and should be carried out as part of the world revolution.

--A comrade from the revolutionary, Maoist newspaper Mass Line of India

Criticism of both the MIM and the RCP

The problem with a paper such as RCP's Revolutionary Worker is not just that we disagree with them on
certain points, even important ones. It is that their whole approach is not M-L, but at best that of a petty-bourgeois
revolutionary trend. We really suggest looking at some of Lenin's Iskra articles, available in two old, red
[ntemational Publishers "Iskra Peried” volumes, for what we see as models of political exposure. This is not to

say that other things, such as a lit. list or a "wire service” are of no use, We just don't see that they really show a
way forward at this ime.

--# comrade from a now defunct organization
Bullers, by Bob Avakian, RCP Publications

The Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) USA has written a book of litle quotations, barbs
and comebacks,

The book has a white cover in paperback. It's the size of Chairman Mao's origiial version of Quotations from
Chatrman Mao,

Unfortunately, the format similarities go beyond size. The quotes are about the length of Mao's. The citations
are done in the same style undemeath every quote. The chapters in the book are very similar too.

To defend Mao's Juotarions against the current revisionists in China is different from copying something that
Mao himself did not approve of.
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Despite Avakian's slap at Mao Zedong and sabotaging of the Maoist movement in the United States, (One has
to woriler if he realizes that he is setting himself up the way Lin set up Mao.) there is much to agree with in
Bullers. Except that MIM analyzes the current situation as a world war, the book's content deserves a 9% rating.

For example, according to Avakian the rape situation in the United States is reason enough to make revolution,
Ancther quote of Avakian's puts pacifism in its place by comparing the violence of the rapist with that of the
vicum defending herself.

How perfect that the content of Avakian's book will evoke the defense of many revolutionary-minded people.
Genuine communists will become attracted to the RCP and their efforts will stand discredited with occasional but
outragecus deviations—the attacks on homosexuality, the slogan "Smash busing!" from RU days and now worst
of all the personality cult already discredited by Mao himself. MIM must consider the possibility that the RCP is a
largely genuine organization led and designed by agents of the state to atiract and set up Maoists for discreditin £

Comment on A Horrible End or an End to the Horror, by Bob Avakian
First of all, no genuine Marxist-Leninist would even think about "if there's going to be a chance to make

revolution.” We maintain that either revolution will prevent world war, or world war will bring about revolution,
No "ifs," "ands" or "buts.”

Second of all--"A Homrible End"?-There's no doubt that a nuclear war would cause the deaths of hundreds of
millions of people and the suffering of hundreds of millions more. But--did not the first socialist state in the
world emerge during the First World War? Was socialism not established in Europe after WWTI? And did not the :
People's Republic of China emerge after that? 1

Comrades, T urge everyone to buy Avakian's book and send in criticisms of their wishy-washy, capimlationist, :
phrasemongering nonsense, and request them to cease calling themselves Marxist-Leninists. ;Z
--A reader :

Response 1o comment

This seems a rather harsh assessment of the RCP for the wrong reasons. It seems that Mao's phrase abour
world war and revolution is no longer completely applicable. The possibility exists for world war that results in
the vaporization of the human race, By some assessments, after a nuclear winter (see the work of Stephen Gould
and Carl Sagan), the only life that would remain would be that life miles under water in the oceans,

Fearless materialists realize that the human race is not the center of the universe, A nuclear fuck-up on this
planet won't mean shit for the universe. Nothing in dialectical materialism says there has to be a human race.

Mao himself believed the human race would end in the Jong run. "There is nothing in the world that does not
arise, develop, and disappear. . . . In the end the whole human race will disappear, it may turm into something
else, at that time the earth nself will also cease to exist.” (Stuant Schram ed., Chairman Mao Talks to the People,
p. 110)

It is easier than ever for the imperialists to throw away the human race in a single battle. This is a matter of
scientific concern, not something that can be refuted by Mao's saying about nuclear war and revolution, OfF
course, all proletarians wish it were not so that the impernialists could destroy the world in a final battle of World
War III, but wishful thinking is not the same as analysis. Just because the stakes are so high, it is all the more
imperative that the proletariat use its brains to advance revolution.

The only thing 1 would offer for certain is that imperialism will die--one way or another.

It is even possible the imperialists and social-imperialists will end World War III, perhaps to clamp down on
successful revolutions in Latin America initiated by the Senderos and to prepare for World War IV as press reports
iE‘II:I]'LE“W they already are. There exists the possibility for the immediate future that the imperialists will muddle

ugh.

In the end, imperialism will die though, either from revolution or nuclear suicide,

Personally, [ would offer the probability of 51% that revolution will eventually destroy imperialism after some
combination of conventional and nuclear war. The other 49% goes to possibility that the imperialists will go at it
full tilt and destroy the human race. In my analysis the two sides have pretty even chances. Perhaps our efforts
tip the balance slightly, but not so much as to justify wishful thinking.

Duoes this mean give up? No, I haven't anyway. :

It is true that among a good fraction of the youth there is a line that says the chances of avoiding all-out nuclear
war this century are pretty small, maybe 1% or less. With such an analysis, the next step is often to say "live
while you still can.” These youth justfy political apathy and pursuit of yuppie pleasures by saying that they want
to live their last few years well,

It is tempting for the wishful proletarian to conclude from the actions of yuppie-pleasure seekers that the 1%-
chance-of-life-analysis is wrong, simply morally wrong. This, however, would only be wishful thinking and
these youth are not naive enough to be convinced by wishful thinking alone,

Those who say as I do that there is a good chance for revolution need to make concrete analyses that prove it.
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MIM's ongeoing internal struggle to assess the RCP: What Is the Nature of the RCP? 15 It Worth Critivizing?

As I've mentioned, I've never said that the RCP deserves "main blows," but neverlieless my "line" is based on
Lenin's conclusions. . |

To begin with, Lenin called the Socialist Revolutionaries and Mensheviks "petty-bourgenis demowrats with
near-socialist phraseology.” Did Lenin spend much time polemicizing against these groups, or did he think that
they were not much more than “irrelevant"? The whole point, is that the criticism of revisionism, either from the
“left" or from the right is necessary, particularly at this stage of welding a party together,  You dwell on your
assumption that the rise of the bourgeoisie inside the party has something to do with holding state power. Didn't
Mao warn that if the revisionists usurped state power the country would change colors and become a fascist
country? Plus, Trotsky did not hold state power--how could he when he formed the "Opposition™? Stalin and the
genuing Bolsheviks held state power. The GPCR was a struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, and
the questions of who would win out was "not settled,” as Mao pointed out. If one holds state power, how can
there be an usurpation? Besides the question has nothing to do with holding state power for the simple reason that
bourgeois influence and ideology are constatnly cropping up in the party. Let us assume a genuine party. How

can it be there i a new bourgeoisie is not being generated?  ['ve always maintainted that the RCP was a Trotskyist
Organization.

=-A comrade in criticism of an early draft of criticism of the RCP

Response to MIM Theory 5 from a founding member

- -« We came together because we shared a common viewpoint about how a leftist should carry out both
theoretical and practical work, We wanted to achieve immediate political goals even if it meant working with
revisionist and opportunist scum, but we also wanted to win over people to fundamental, long term political
1deals,

We avoided both the liquidationist error, and the isolated dogmatist error. Effective political organizing requires
both achieving concrete aims, and winning people to a political line so the y will fight for the right causes in the
future,

Lthink we had the right idea about party-building when we formed RADACADS in 1982/83, and I am convinced

that MIM is taking the correct position now in these matters. If one is going to be a Maoist in America, one must
follow the MIM line to have any chance for success.

Internal letters of MIM reproduced for discussion
Labor aristocracy, how important in the United States?

On the industrial proletarist—the auto and steel indus tries, etc. You say "to get 1o the right strata is difficult.”
First we have to define it--it is those strata of workers who have the least paying, hardest physically demanding,
dirtiest jobs, in industry as a whole, but particularly in large factories in which there are also larger percentages of
minority nationality workers. Read Lenin's "Imperialism and the Split in the Socialist Move ment,” October 1916,
In this strata lies the core of the industrial proletariat. Here the link to the national question is obvious, The
material conditions of the white workers in this strata undermine the influence of racism, patriotism etc. It is this
strata to whom we are supposed 1o be introducing the ideas of socialism. How you can call sections of the
working class middle class is a little beyond me. The size of one's earnings is a  factor, but not the decisive
factor,

I don't understand your position on Mao's analysis of classes. You say “for one, the proletariat is small and
circumseribed here.” Buot not in China, in 19277 What exactly do you mean about the nationalization of the land
and factories taking into account "US debts to the oppressed countries®? You may be talking about "unselfish

cul I:l:!ﬂrﬂl aid," but it is necessary to take into account first the “debis" 1o the oppressed nations internal to the US
borders.

Whether you like it or not, the people who work with their hands in factories are the most advanced class;
whether in auto plants or steel plants. There are the bribed upper strata, the "labor aristocracy,” which is no small
section. If I remember correctly, you mention that you think that the insurrection will be brief and will take place
in the armed forces. Again this is where we differ. T don't have any idea what the duration will be, but I do know
that a proletarian revolution will be a civil war that will be fought on one side by an army of urban guerrillas who
will be for the most part factory workers. Your belittlement of “shop-floor issues” simply shows your
impetuousity, What did Lenin write What Is to Be Done for? We're supposed to convert economic struggles into
political struggles. ’

--A comrade in criticism of a MIM comrade’s line
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7 VIIM Theory 3/22/87
A Response to the

Shimo Controversy:
Haymarket ’86

This issue of MIM Theory consists of an unpublished letter to Popular Reality, which is a so-called marginalist
subculture magazine in which anarchists, nihiliss and others write. The leter started aff commending Popular
Reality for its issue number 12 on the debate berween the RCP and Shimo Underground on the one hand gnd
some andrchists on the other hand. Some anarchists were upser thar a Maoist influence demonstrated itself in
organizing for demonsirarions to commemorate events in Haymarket, Chicago.

The Shimo Underground is not a Maoist organization, but it shows both Maoist and anarchist influences

Individual rights: the private property of the political sphere
As a non-RCP and non-Shimo Maoist, [ always knew that there were many self-labelled "anarchists,” whe
were soft on the question of private property. In effect, the anarchists are often nothing more than self-glorified
civil libertarians. This is the case with those who uphold individual rights, such as the right to private propenty.
the night to hire labor-power, the right to abortion and so on, Ultimately, the position of many anarchists often
reduces to the view that individuals have what are in effect a slew of God-given essences.

Instead of explaining why abortion is necessary for the full development of women's role in society and for
the end of male control over women's lives, "rights” advocates just ¢laim that individual women have a private
essence that should be held inviolable. When the state violates those sanctified individual essences known a:
rights, many anarchists yell dictatorship and denounce those opposed to "freedom.”

For myself, the idea that people have all these rights is not always a bad way of looking at things. Afier all
at least an anarchist by this logic could conclude that the death of Vietnamese or Libyan civilians is significant
Anarchists can be imernationalist in valuing the “rights” of all hymans equally,

So-called anarchists claim protest property

Still, T knew that anarchists can be soft on the issue of private property. I just didn't realize until I read your
issue just how turf oriented so many self-labelled anarchists could be. At least on organizational questions T
thought that it would be a very rare anarchist that would be trying to claim a rally such as the Haymarket one a:
his or her property. Yet, that 1s what anarchist after anarchist did to exclude Shimo from the Ofganizing process
for the Haymarket rallies.

The turfism is especially repugnant because Shimo has publicized the Haymarket event and went out of its
way to give credit to various trends without trying to cover up their differences. Shimo published the names and
addresses of organizations so that anvone could find out where things are at for themselves. This was truly a
blow against turfism. If it were not for Shimo, I would not know about Haymarket or the various groups
involved,

Until I read your paper, I thought it was an ultra-Leninist deviation for an organization o claim credit for
something that broad social forces have an interest in. Typically, I thought the sneaky tailist party would oy 1o
organize a rally or event with broad support and then claim credit for doin g all the work. Where there are no
parties involved I thought that opportunist carcerist organizers would hold a rally and then herd the masses
especially as "marshalls” who mediate things with the pigs.

Yet, my trust in self-labelled anarchists on the organizational question seems misplaced. I can hardly wait
Perhaps Haymarket will be an interesting event. Then [ will see the Shimo critics claim "We shook up Chicaga™
just like the Sparts claim "We stopped the KKK" in DC a few years ago when in fact all they did was find the
correct rallying spot. What an idiotic thing to try 1o take credit for—outrage against the KKK. This is especially
true when many organizations organized for some time to "stop the KKEK." Shimo critics will oy 1o do the
same thing by claiming a monopoly on sentiments surroundin g Haymarket. This is truly disgusting.

Those who distribute MIM Theory should send us their votes and counterproposals or
this issue. If a majority support the document, it will become official literature of the
organization. All comments for publication are welcome. iag



It does not appear 1o marter whether g party or individual anarchists are invajved: There are those who will
try to stake out a turf or create a career oug of any movement,

Why democratic centralism is better than everyone for him/herself
Unforunately, in American society, "leaders” and "organizers” will tend to come from the dominant clasees
Unless conscious efforts are made, "leaders" will duplicate the class relations of society in their owr
Crganizations or, in the case of some "anarchists.” in their anti-organization relationships.
It is only wishful thinking to think that there are any groups in the United States that do not have hierarchy
Thase groups that do net have Jormal hierarchy have irgfarmaf ' i
the two because it simply reinforces existing hierarchies.
In any group, some members work harder, have more money, have more time and more determination than
others. When people kid themselves that there is no hierarchy they allow the creation of informal networks ol

others in the group for any number of reasons independent of the group’s internal politics. That person have
more friends, photogenic looks or good media contacts. 2) If no one in the group claims leadership for the
group, and asserts the group’s presence, opportunists outside the group will fill the vacuum and take credit

A glaring example of what happens all the time on a smaller scale happened in early efforts by RADCADS
organizers at Harvard University. These organizers along with others organized a demonstration against 1.5
ties to South Africa. By the time the rally came thou gh, a cenain Hndilary-radiml-nﬁlﬁnnair:-nppurtunisr whe
is Tevered by the student paper and who is running for president in the year 2000 showed up with posters for 2
local union struggle, Some people picked them up and sure encugh front page coverage featured a picture of the
Opportunist speaking to a rally for the local union!

In the case of this opportunist, the true organizers of the event had no recourse because the opportunist dic
not belong to their groups and could not be disciplined. If a formal leader from one of the groups that organizec
the rally, pulled that shit, s/he would have been kicked out of the group. S/he would have lost the authority
delegated to her/him, Precisely because this opportunist was simply & bourgeois politician with informaf
leadership, he was not accountable to an yone.

Like the invisible hand of the market, the invisible hand of anti-authoritarian, individualist politics guarantees
the success of opportunism. Given the choice between the hierarchy of the invisible hand of the
market/individualism and the visible hand of democratic centralism/collectivism, we'll take what we can f gh
and you can't fight what you can't see,

Admittedly, conscious leaders with formal authority delegated from their ETOUpS are not necessarily 1 i
greatest: for example, Bob Avakian of the Revolutionary Communist Farty perhaps generates more CONmaversy
in regard to his personality cult and leadership than in regard to the buming issues of the day. However, to the
extent that Avakian makes it clear what he is doing all the time, at least members have two recourses—io Iry o
remove him through formal channels or 1o quit.

On this score at leasta vanguard party is open to anyone based on political and ideclogical line as opposed to
UNCONSCIous processes in American class society. A truly professional and vanguard party will be able to pay
revolutionaries who are youn £ women of oppressed nationalities 1o Organize, would be real democracy
That would be a way for the rul ¥ oppressed to gain a say in things.

Rather than supporting a polity that was every man and woman for himself, the vanguard party would smes:

tic *-'.‘EI?EEESI‘IL ratic centralism is true dmcg for the oppressed majority because it disallows
pluralistic competition which favors individuals and groups wi disproportionate power,

atic centralism says that one policy of effecting revolution is tried our at a ume. That policy is choser
through principled discussion in which attention is paid to issues of ¢lass, nationality and gender. That policy is
then tried out in practice with minimal interference from l‘."ﬂl‘ltﬂlldiﬂ‘fnfﬂﬁcy orientations. In this way the
vanguard party discovers what policy works and what does not. €N an organization pursues severad
contradictory policies at once, it is impossible to say which policy is responsible for which result.

The fallacy of active leaders and apathetic masses
At any moment there are any number of issues that people would like 1o do something about—remt
control, student ance of the universities, affirmative action demands, environmental demands, women's
demands erc, at kills successful mass initiative is one of three things—the international situation, domestic
TEpression  or incorrect leadership.
The most common self-fulfillin E prophecy is that le do not care about anything and will not de

an{thing- Here it is the leaders of unsuceessful groups that usually blame the broad masses for their own
failures. Such leaders are out of touch with the masses,
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In reality it is the failure of leadership which causes apathy, The-everyone-for-his/herseif situation
makes it easy for an individual to feel that she is tilting at windmills by workin £ for any social change, never
mind revolutionary social change,

Indeed, the cynical individual is right! S/he is tilting at windmills as an individual, In bourgenic
pluralist society some individuals are vastly more powerful than others: althou gh the rhetoric of free
ma:ktu‘individuﬂlianﬂdemnc:acy and freedom cloaks this essential fact, The ordinary proletarian, woman ar
minority person does not have the means to make an effectve challenge to the status quo.

Usually it is people from the bourgeoisic or the petty-bourgeoisie who get the idea that they are powerful as
individuals and can fight more effectively alone than in disciplined groups. The wish of these bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois activists is only that everyone be like themselves.

Thus, it is the role of leadership to provide that information and analysis that shows that there is an
opportunity for the change that many individuals already want. It is also the role of leadership to show why it is
necessary and fair to use democratic cenmralism as 2 means of Organizing.

Once people see an effective challenge to entrenched interests, they become more active themselves
They do not become more active when the leaders proclaim their apathy.

That is why Mao always spoke of unleashing prassroots initiative. Anybody can see that the people
want disarmament, peace more genecrally and a productive economy. It is the job of leadership and discipline¢
arganizations to unleash efforts towards these and many other goals,

Freedom rhetoric in the hands of Reagan and anarchists

The criticisms of Stalinoid dictatorship that my elementary school teachers taught me were in the letters such
as the one from "a wise individual.” Apparently the "standards™ "for anarchism or anti-authoritardanism" are
pretty "minimumal (sic.)." Reagan seems to pass them through his denunciation of "state terror” and his
opposifion to "enemies of freedom.”

Here I think that there must be some lack of internationalist outlook. In none of the letters in issue number
12 did 1 see a discussion of the Cultural Revolution. How can Maoism be denounced as anii-freedars
Stalinoidism without an analysis of the Cultural Revolution? What kind of incial anarchism denounces
Maoism in Reagan's terms without referring to the actual experiences of China or other countries that had
"Stalinoid” revolutions?

In fact the Shimo critics remind me of Mag's criticism of various ultraleft sects in the Cultural Revolution
that ried to establish themselves as the "centers” or “cores” of revolution in individual cities. Mao said they
were full of hot air. He did not refer to the revolution as the work of the party or even a coalition of varioy:
Cultural Revolution organizations. Revolution in his view is the work of entire classes.

In my own studies and efforts to find real social progress, it is the Cultural Revolution that is the world'
mast exemplary event in real democracy, real freedom. When Red Guards in Shanghai decided that the party
newspaper was full of shit they wok it over and en gaged the whole city in a massive debate as to whether or not
the paper was worth printing or whether there needed to be other alternatives. In this way, everyone gained
experience in real political issues and the actual fact that a newspaper is subject to political control, That was an
example of real popular control detailed by William Hinton in Turning Point in China.

One of the main lessons of the Cultural Revolution was the seizure of power directly through the creation of
public opinion and then direct action. Quite frankly, I don't see any anarchist anempits at this kind of genuine
participation anywhere with the guts or popular support that the Cultural Revolution had. The only thing thas
comes close is the attempt at revolution in Spain and even that seems ill-conceived compared with the advanced
level of debate of the Cultural Revolution; although, the Cultural Revolution admittedly benefitted from
hindsight on many foreign experiences with revolution,

For an anti-authoritarian interpretation of Chinese history, | suggest Jean Chesneux's Ching: The PRC 1949
to 1976. For the Cultural Revolution and its aftermath I suggest The Political Economy of Counterrevalution in
Ching: 1976-84, which is available from the Maoist Internationalist Movement (MIM).

There are many, many serious issues involved in this discussion and it does not help anyone for supposed
anarchists to denounce Maoism out of hand. If Maoism really is just Stalinoid dictatorship and oppression, then
let's prove it and do a good job of it.

People who want to change the world owe it 1o themselves to find the most effective means so that they do
not repeat the mistakes of others. 1 don't know any substitute for studying a lot of history, There is ar
extensive reading list available from MIM on these and related subjects.

MIM Distributors "
PO Box 3576 \ "
Ann Arbor. MI 48106-3576
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Labor Aristocracy

By MC5

In this special issue of MIM Theory we examine four different lines on the
existence, non-existence or size of the proletariat in the United States:

1) Political line is decisive, and since Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought is a science,
there is no need to argue over how to tailor MIM's line to the proletariat of the United
States, Particularly in regard to world war, the international proletariat has already said
“enough!” No further investigation is needed.

The scientific explanation of World War is in Lenin's book Imperialism. This
analysis has proved factually well-researched and valid. There is no need to modify the
most basic conclusions through an analysis of US conditions.

The advanced are those who respond in action against the current imperialist World
War [Il. These people need to be welded together in a vanguard party to lead revolution.

Iy There is no proletariat in the United States anymore, only oppressed nationalities such
as Affrikans, Mexicanos etc. which have proletarians within their nations. This is the
position of J. Sakai, published by Momingstar Press.

A prisoner and another correspondent introduced MCS to the works of Morningstar
Press, MCS will now bring Sakai’s arguments to MIM.

With victory in World War [ and World War I, the United States white “settler”
population was elevated right out of the working class into the petty-bourgeoisie
completely. If there are white working class elements they are scattered, demonstrate no
proletarian class consciousness and only hope 1o gain access to the privileged classes that
whites are generally found in.

The bulk of the proletariat in the world is found in the Third World, US
imperialism's superexploitation of the Third World and colonies internal to the US has
made a frivolous living standard possible for white settlers.

‘The main problem faced by the US ruling class is how to exploit non-settlers
without concentraung them in one place too long where they will become revolutionaries
and manage to overthrow the system.

U1} The labor aristocracy, or bourgeoisified working class, has become a majority of the
US population. This is the position of H.W. Edwards in Labor Aristocracy: Mass Base for
Social Democracy. Cul::ndinil'lﬂﬁ upholds this book and MCS3 is also quite impressed.

This book is similar to Sakai's in that it uses many indicators to show that there is
no proletarian consciousness or culture in the US in order to prove that the proletariat is a
lot smaller than usually assumed by the “Left.” On the other hand, Edwardi_v?.ri';nplies that
there might be a white proletariar; although, he does not discuss any evidence that a white
proletariat does exist. Rather, Edwards says the workers are bought into social democracy
and/or racism in the West.

This is in conrast with Sakai, who in criticizing the anti-racist movement says that
the goal of Afrikans should be national liberation, not integration into the American
bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisie.

4



IV) There is the position of the M-L Collective of 1976
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Discussion of four positions

In discussions MC2 and MCS both note the trends of deindustrialization, the
growth of the service sector and unemployment and still conclude that the white worker stil
expects (and justifiably so based on material conditions) that sihe has more to gain from
seeking the privileges of middle class life than from organizing revolution, Hence, as
Sakai points out, even pockets of unemployed miners in the Appalachian region may
concentrate their efforts on regaining privilege instead of revolutionary organizing. In any
case, such workers are isolated and constitue no material basis for speaking of
revolutionary class consciousness,

MC2 and MCS5 note Sakai’s analysis that the CIO served as the shock troops for
FDR's New Deal and that especially since that time, white workers have had a stake in the
system. Prior to the 19305, there were the Wobblies which even Sakai views as evidence
of proletarian class consciousness among whites.

The demise of the Wobblies and the Communist Party are important indicators
according to Sakai. The problem is not mere false consciousness in a white proletariat.
The problem is that there is no white proletariat in fact or consciousness. There is no
objective basis for white proletarian class consciousness.

Where MIM has stood, should stand

No one in MIM holds that there is no labor aristocracy in the United States, that its
influence is minimal or that the vanguard can just step right into the working class for
instantaneous response. MIM has put economism behind itself, at least relative to most
“lefrists.”

Comrade MCS has held all four lines at one time or another! In practice line 1 has
been MC5"s and MIM's line. MIM tries to publicize its line as broadly as possible and
welcomes all who take it up.

On the other hand, comrades in ORU and occasionally comrade MC6 have
m‘luﬁ:;: MIM for not applying the mass line. According to them, MIM needs an idea of
soci se.

In practice, it seems to MCS that line [ has some limitations. Line [ ends up in
pragmatism if only because MIM has limited resources to publicize its existence, events and
publications, Line I implies that we discover the best places and periodicals to publicize
our existence through practice. For example, identical ads in the Nation, Guardian, In
These Times and Progressive, reveal that the Guardian is far and away the best place for
MIM to advertise in terms of number of responses. Still, one could argue that without a
notion of social base, MIM won't be able to tell which periodical gave us the best quality
of response,

Problem of MIM’s social base

More importantly, if MIM just says its social base is the people who respond to
Lenin’s line against imperialism and militarism, as it has, then there is sill the question of
how to most effectively target those people. Will MIM reach them through periodicals such
as Aeronautics Review or Psvchology Today? Given the choice of distributing limited
quantities of leaflets against the bombing of Libya, would we circulate them in Macy's

Department Store or in a campus setting? The obvious answer shows that we have some
basic sort of notion of who the MIM social base is. Less obvious is the choice between
focusing on campus and the proletarian neighborhoods of Detroit.
For now, MC5 would like MIM to distribute both Sakai and Edwards as extremely -
valuable books. Later as debate within the organization unfolds, MIM should develop its i “[Lrl
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Position II, no white proletariat in the United States

“We hold that settlerism is the historic instrument created by the
European ruling classes to safeguard their colonial conquests with
entire, imported populations of European invaders.” (Settlers:
Mythology of the White Proletariat, p-2)

—

“In return for special privileges and a small share of the colonial
loot these settlers became the loyal, live-in garrison troops of
Empire over us. . . So that in South Africa, in Palestine, and right
here in the U.S. Empire, the Revolution is objectively locked in
battle with the European settler masses.” (p. 2)

“Amerika not only has a capitalist class, but all classes and strata of
Euro-Amerikans are bourgeoisified, with a preoccupation for petty
privileges and property ownership the normal guiding star of the
white masses.” (p.9)

“Amerika is so decadent that it has no proletariat of its own, but
must exist parasitically on the colonial proletariat of oppressed
nations and national minorities.” (Settlers: Mythology of the White
Proletariat, p. 9)

SETTLERS 1S REALLY A BOOK OF U.S. HISTORY, which shows that from the

beginning, Amerika was founded on the genocide of the Indian people and the desire of the
European masses for their own land.

production. Fully 40% of the population consisted of small farmers. White people could
migrate to the United States and expect to enter the propertied classes very quickly, and at
the expense of the Indians. (p. 10)



The Eure-Amerikan class structure at the time of 5
the 1775 War of Independence was revealing:

10% - Capitalists: Grear Planters, large

merchants, ete,
50%e bourgeois| 20% - Large farmers, professionals,
& tradesmen & other upper-middle
petil-bourgeois elemenis.

4% - Small land-owning farmers

10%: - Artisans: blacksmiths, coopers,
carpenters, shipwrights, etc.

13% - Temporary workers, usually
500N Moving upwards into the
ranks of the small farmers

% - Laborers{28)

. This situation caused Marx to comment that “‘the average wages of the American
?gn;:li].;mml laborer amount to more than double that of the English agricultural laborer. ™
B-

Significant events in early American history are often tied to European land-
grabbing according to Sakai. The Bacon Rebellion of 1676 had many populist overtones,
but its real appeal to E s was its call to make war on the Indians for their land.

In the American Revolution itself, New York offered 400 acres of land for new
enlistments against England. Virginia offered a slave and 100 acres; South Carolina
offered slaves from Tory estates. (p. 17)

Even more imponant class forces were at work in Black enlistment. “65,000
Alfmkans joined the British forces—over ten for every one enlisted in the Continental U.S.
ranks.” The reason for this was that the British offered Black slaves their freedom in remun
for freedom. At the end of the war, tens of thousands of Blacks escaped Amerika on
British ships. (p. 19)

Throughout U.S. history, there is a cycle of exploitation and dis according to
Sakai. The settlers exploit internal colonies, especially the Afrikan people, but then as
Afrikans become concentrated in urban areas and start to gather revolutionary strength, the
settlers insure their dispersal or partial cooptation. At the same time, by allowing white
immigration, Amerika made sure that Europeans were never outnumbered anywhere very
long. ,

White masses not uniformly bought off through history

Lest anyone think Sakai is simply arguing that white people are inherently
reactionary for some genetic or other pseudo-scientific reason, it is important to note that
Sakai sees quite a bit of variation in the white settlers’ outlook. Accordin £ to Sakai, the
majority of white people were wage-camers by 1860, Also, many of the newly arrived
immigrants had had revolutionary experience in Europe.

At the same time, the white capitalist class solved the problem of its own creation
by promising ever greater genocide and spoils for the white working masses. For
example, a majority of German and Irish workers voted for mass murderer and perennial
advocate of genocide, Andrew Jackson to be president in both 1828 and 1832, (p. 28)

Later in U.S. history, the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) developed and
Sakai credits this organization of whites as “genuinely proletarian.” (Settlers, p. 656)
According to Sakai, the IW'W failed both for subjective reasons and objective reasons.
Most importantly, the U.S. Empire won WWT and entered a new stage of privileged
existence. (p. 75)

In |§c Depression, white workers would again rise up and show class
consciousness, but the New Deal and World War [I's successful conclusion put an end to
the material basis of this threat also.

WA
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various times in history. To bring reader up-to-date, Sakai offers the foll

. Contemporary class structure of .S,
Sakai presents relevant statistics on the class structure of the United States at

“When we look at the overall distribution of employed Euro-Amerikans, we

see that in 1980 white-collar workers, pro

54%—a majori

ty—and service employees a

were ordinary production and transportation workers,

were thought to be mo
than Euro-Amerikan w

also, sce chart p. 147)

Average Hourly and Weekly Eamnings

1970 Census:

BOURGEOIS & MIDDLE CLASSES — 37%*
Managers 12.17%0
Professionals 15.34%p
Salesman, Agenis & Brokers 5.20%
Farmowners & Managers F11%
Clerical-Admin. 1.15%

CORE OF LABOR ARISTOCRACY — 247
Crafismen 11.82%%
Protective securily 1.90%

(palice, firemen, etc,)

WORKERS (INCLUDES MUCH OF LABOR
ARISTOCRACY) — 390
Factory & Transpori,

Machine Operators 1B.31%
Laborers 6,870
Clerical 6. 45%0
Helail Sales Clerks 231
Ceneral Service 5.30%

fessionals and managers were
n additional 12%. Only

13.5%

. « « By 1982 there
in California alone

re Third-World domestic servants
orkers in the entire U.S. steel industry,”

{4}

*The actual U.5. bourgeoisie s abnormally Inrge. The
wealthiest 1% of the U.S. Empire’s population — one out
of every 100 adults of all nationslities (primarily Ewro-
Amerikan) — own an average of $1.32 million each. (5)
This is the zone where the upper petit-bourgeoisie and local
bowrgeoisie meel, Earlier studies indicate that the actual
Rig Bourgeoisic (IiPonts, Rockefellers, Morgans, ete.) is
onrly a fraction of this number, perhaps as few as 15,000 in-

dividuals.
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) As for poor whites as in the Appalachian region, Sakai has this 1o say:
Approximately 10% of the Euro-Amerikan population has been living in poverty by
government statistics. This minority is not a cohesive, proletarian stramum, but a
miscellaneous fringe of the unlucky and the outcast. . . , They are scattered and socially
diffused.” (p. 153)
Thus, Sakai is not surprised to find failure in revolutionary organizing efforts
among miners for instance. “The Euro-Amerikan coal miners are just concentrating on

‘getting theirs’ while it lasts. . . . They have no class goals or even community goals, just
private goals involving private income and private consumerism.” (p. 153)

“Despite the 60 years of repeated radical organizing drives
there has been, in fact, zero revolutionary progress among the
mining communities.” (p. 153)

Conclusion

Quite simply, this is the best book on U.S. history that 1 have ever read. More than
any other book it says something about the internal basis for revolution in the United
States, For revolutionaries in the United States, Settlers has to rank among the handful of
most important books 1o read. For revolutionaries abroad, Settlers is the book to read to
understand the United States.

Both theoretically coherent and incredibly historically detailed, this book alone can
take a reader a long way towards an appreciaton of Marxism-Leninism. In this respect it is
worth special distnbution efforts even more than a good book such as Howard Zinn's
Peoples History of the United States. MIM has attermnpted to buy copies of Settlers from
the publisher in order to distribute them, but with no luck. [s there anyone out there who
can help with this?

Although I have been reading Marx for ten years, I stll find this book shocking in a
revolutionary sense. I am unable to do justice to the kinds of details that Sakai presents to
cxpose the history of the U.S. Empire.

Perhaps more importantly, and as the book sinks in more and more, [ am now able
to say that there is no white proletaniat in the United States.

MIM Theory is an irregular publication of theory and analysis of the
Maoist Internationalist Movement. Each issue is unofficial until
and unless a majority of the membership ratifies it after publication.

Editor-in-chief: MC5
Contributors in this issue: MC2, MC8, MC7

Subscriptions are .30 per issue for as many issues as desired. Send
cash, postal money order or personal check with name section blank.
PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3578
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Line III, majority of US population bourgeoisified

WhiLe J. SAKAT uses primarily historical evidence to prove that there is no white proletariat in the

United States, H.W. Edwards focuses mostly on statistical evidence to prove that the US working
class is bourgeoisified. His book is appropriately titledLabor Aristocracy: Mass Base of Social
Demacracy.

H.W. Edwards brings back the debates on the labor aristocracy since World War . Just as
some are now saying that Reagan is wiping out the labor aristocracy, some social democrats and
communists seemed to have found the labor aristocracy out of steam before. For example, Dimitroff
thought the Depression had “thoroughly shaken the position ...[of the] labour aristocracy.” (p. 51)
In 1935, Palme Dutt also saw hope: “Many new developments have taken place, among the most
important of which are the new processes taking place in the Social Democratic parties, offering
hopes of a healing of the split in the working class and of the passing over of the majority of the
waorkers to the revolutionary cause.” (p. 46)

Of course, where genuine communists failed to prove Dimitroff and others wrong, FDR did:
the labor aristocracy was far from dead, but soon o go in on WWII with the bourgeoisie,

“Unfortunately, Dimitroff had relied not just on the crisis, but on a
crisis to which he envisaged only one solution: namely, revolution.
It proved a serious and costly underestimation of imperialist
parasitism.” (p. 51)

In contrast, H.W. Edwards cites Lenin, who said that certain social democratic misleaders of
the proletariat may retumn to the proletariat: byt the TREND can neither disappear nor ‘return’ to the
revolutionary proletariat...

“We have not the slightest grounds for thinking that these (Social Democratic) parties can
disappear BEFORE the social revolution. On the contrary, the nearer the revolution approaches, the
stronger it flares up..the greater will be the role in the labour movement of the struggle berween the
revolutionary mass stream and the opportunist-philistine stream.™ (p. 52) One should notice how
this implies that various divisions within the “Left” cannot be overcome h;.r mere polemics. There
exists a material basis for the existence of “the nist-philistine stream.”

[While we are on the topic, MIM Theory reviews the work of social-democratic and
revisionist groups, not because we believe we can achieve unity with these groups, or because we
believe we can destroy these groups through the incredible strength of our analysis. The question is
only one of degree, especially among those who are just sorting out the differences among various
groups for the first ime. As Kostas Mavrakis says, we do not want to lose any genuine communists
to Trotskyism or a loud-sounding variant of revisionism just because of the confusion out there or
the lack of “hygiene” (careful work) on the part of Maoists. We might be able to win over a few
people who mistakenly pick another trend, but we can not eradicate the material basis for revisionism
and opportunism. |

“Revolutions have never been made out of wishes. . . .I consider it
a hindrance to basic change that a decisive section of the world
proletariat can allow itself to enjoy, and will defend to the death,
privileges which (a) hide its own exploitation and (b) derive from
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the blood, sweat and tears of proletarian brothers and sisters in the
Third World.” (p. xiv)

Scandinavia

In the case of social-democratic Scandinavia, H.W, Edwards finds that the population is
mostly labor aristoctacy. The mechanisms of extracting super-profits are well-hidden and there is no
major direct racial/national guestion as in the United States, TEI;: is why these countries mistakenly
appear as paradise to the labor aristocracy and some genuinely confused people.

In a chapter that communists need to expand upon, H.W. Edwards says, “the success of
Sweden’s mass Social Democratic party is the result, not the cause of Swedish labour's well-being,
:jliaﬁp:tc: the absence of territorial colonies, but based in large part on foreign economic activides.” ip.

Myths of small super-profits

H.W. Edwards reviews various legal reasons overseas profits are underreported by US
fhurpml:lmiuns- He also finds that US exports and investments abroad are much larger than usually

oughit,

Edwards refutes various social-democratic myths regarding imperialism and militarism, He
refutes the notion that militarism is too costly to imperialism and the myth that foreign business
operations are too small to create the super-profits sufficient to bribe the labor aristocracy.

As for the argument that the sectors of better-paid workers are declining, H.W. Edwards is
quite willing to admit the shift toward the service industries. Edwards points out that the United
States is able to go to a service economy because other exploited economies do the work that is of
productive value. That the United States does not produce steel, bicycles, electronic equipment ete.
only prones that it lives a parasitic existence.

Blacks bribed also

One of the few issues that Sakai glosses over is that of the exact connection between land and
nation. Ase Blacks exploiters just because they live on the land that was once the Indians'? The
logic of Settlers would say that Blacks are an occupational force too.

According to H.W, Edwards there is really a two-tier labor aristocracy because while Afro-
Americanr suffer exploitation through racism, they also benefit from the US’s plunder of the Third
World. (1. 140) Edwards calls the exploitation of Blacks the existence of a “quasi-colony” (p. 251}
in the US.

“On the one hand, it forms a super-exploited internal quasi-colony living among its own
super-exploiters and the resulting labor aristocracy, This is illustrated by its wages, standing at
55.4% of those for whites,

At the same time, relative to the world hinterland, the Afro-American community belongs o
the U.5. labor aristocracy as a whole — the wages of even its lowest categories are considerably
better than the average wage in Black Africa; and, for what it is worth, its average family income is
close to the British one.” (p. 258)

H.W. Edwards would never support the idea that the exploitation of the working class in the
Third World is the same as the one in the i ialist countries.

Expaainlng American life

Edwards quotes Lenin to explain US political life: “Now the ‘“BOURGEOQIS LABOR
PARTY" IS INEVITABLE and ?-pi::al for ALL imperialist countries."™ (p. 151) Lenin noted this
while he noted the expansion of imperialist bribery of working classes in imperialist countries.
Lenin pointed out that in Engels’ time, only England could afford to bribe its working class. Since
then, Lenin found that all ;ﬁuﬁaljst countries started to bribe their working classes.

In any case, Edw explains several wrends as resulting from or indicating the expansion of
the labor aristocracy in the United States—rising participation (%-wise) of the US electorate in the
two-party elections for president, decreasing union membership, increasing membership in sports
clubs including yachting and golfing, increasing church ance, increasing family affluence,
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increasing meat consumption, increased purchasing on credit, increased appliance ownership,
decreasing (low) political dissension rates and decreasing (low) strike rates. (pp. 154-182)
These trends while interesting and persuasive point out the only important weakness of
Edwards' book. While the book came out in 1978, parts of it appear to be written in 1968, and
some of its statistics only reach as far as 1960. While this book is still of considerable historical and
theoretcal value, it cannot be the last word on the current situation without some statisdcal extension,
For example, participation in presidential elections did indeed increase as Edwards noted until
1960. Since then, however, that trend has reversed, Using Edwards’ theory, this implies that the
labar aristocracy must be shrinking in the United States. (SEE US STATISTICAL ABSTRACT)

Figers B.2
Yoter Participation in Presidential Elections: 1968 to 1084
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“All talk of the present ‘revolutionary’ nature of the world’s
industrial proletariat has the objective effect, willy-nilly, of
preventing such real political development in metropoles, whether
the talkers are conscious of this or not.” (p. 214)

Racism as replacement for social democracy
Where there is the opportunity 1o coopt class struggle tlucm%:lmm racism may replace
social democracy as the leading ideology of the labor aristocracy. This is how Edwards explains the
failure of rocial democracy in both South Africa and the United States.
“Whenever colonial people live directly in the midst of their own super-exploiters — Social
Democracy is replaced by open chauvinism which, in THIS situation, becomes the FORM of class
coiiaboration ensuring the continuous influx of super-profits o the metropolis.” (p. 239)

“On Saturday, April 20, 1968, a British Tory named Enoch Powell
startled not only his parliamentary colleagues but a good portion of
the world wheii he voiced the existing virulent racialism of his own
society.

“On Tuesday, April 23, 1968, at least a thousand British
dockers staged England’s first political strike in a long while —
supporting Enoch Powell.” (p. 7)

Combating wishful thinking

As a Marxist-Leninist, Edwards explicitly treats various positions within the international
communist movement and shows how social-democracy is a tool of imperialism. He seems to
indicate general sympathy for Mao and Lin Biao with some criticisms of Mao for seein g the United
States as a fatally weakened imperialist power (at about the time of the passing of the Lin Biao era)

Along with the book by Sakai, this book can serve 1o directly answer the line of the
Progressive Labor Party and various Trotskyist groups that says the industrial working class is the
mass base for communism in the United States. Like Sakai. instead of glorifying every little political
noise or wage struggle from the industrial working class in the United States, Edwards remains true
o Marx by explaining why the industrial working class does not support revolution as a class
%ﬁgﬂit_ﬁr th?d stances of various individuals) and why the revolutionary proletariat is now found in the

i orld.
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Throughout the book, Edwards showed in a myriad of ways that the advanced angd
industnalized working class of the imperialist countries was not about to rise up and overthrow
imperialism. These workers had become bourgeoisified. To target these workers for special
revolutionary work only prolongs the bloody life of imperialism.

The real proletariat, the proletariat as in Marx's sense of revolutionary class is in the Thirnd
World.

“Colonial workers! You are the world's overwhelming majority! The metropoles cannot
exist without you. BUT YOU CAN EXIST WITHOUT THEM! TAKE YOUR DESTINY INTO
YOUR OWN HANDS! DO NOT EXPECT HELP WHERE NONE MAY BE EXPECTED! -

INSCRIBE ON YOUR BANNERS THE SOBER, COSTLY BUT EFFECTIVE WATCHWORD:
Self-Reliance!!1

“This — and this alone — will eventually bring unity to the world working class, thus

enabling world revolution at last to succeed! Meantime, the rest of us must find ways effectively 1o
support colonial liberation struggles!™ (p. 370)

Back issue MIM Notes #23, 4/28/86
on the bombing of Libya 60 cents!

In this spedal joint MIM Notes #23/MIM Theory #4 MIM exposes the
bombing of Libya and goes on to connect that bombing with various theories
of social change: Where were the Democrats? Where were the Soviets?
What did the so-called Second World do? Find out the facts in MIM Notes,

Appropriately, MIM Theory #4 offidally delivered a conclusion, shall
we say heresy, that MIM comrades had had for some time—that the world
war had already started. Unlike all other parties out there, MIM boldly rips
away at the social-chauvinist thinking that World War IIT isn’t here unti] the
white boys go to war.

For those who realize that the bombing of Libya, the invzsion of
Grenada, the aggression in Lebanon and now the maneuvers in the Gulf
mean that the international proletariat has precious little lime to stop the
current World War III before it intensifies militarily, this back issue is a must.

The United Stes bombs Libya, gers bombed
by Iran and , mines harbory in Nicarmgua and
invades G B

Meanwhile . the Soviets invade

Confidentally, officials in the St Dept.,
the Pentagon and the National Security Council

say they are fighting World War III by proxy

Afrhanistan,
shell and napalm Eritrea and offer Kuwait v fly
Soviet flags on their ships.

For their part US proxiss such as [sreel and
Soviet proxies such as Cuba slug it out acToss
the globe for their tmperialist and social-

already.
mﬂr officials like é‘r!ﬂl Horth
FTOL TPRIILII LT 3 WA
oer Slrwier Ml r:ﬂru&u T W e
World War I[IT &r an/

imperialist masters. Don't wait for “our boys” and the bu:iul
Millions of Third World le alresd v of Europe 1© join the fray as in World War
know that conditons mmmerm and World War [I. The nukes may drop befors
World War I or World WarIl. S0 whydon't that sver happens.
we call it World War I11?7

Zubzcribe o MIM Hotes, an anti-imperialistimilitarist
newsletter that exposes the current war effort and its sources.
.30 an issue for as many issnes desired, publication irregular,

Also, free 10pp list of progressive and revolutionary literature

On request.



13

US Domination of Mexico:
The Super-Exploitation of the
Mexican Working Class

By MCa

Tus UNITED STATES dominates the Mexican cconomy and U.S. monopoly capitalists
severely exploit the Mexican workers on both sides of the border. And, because of this, in
Mexico there has been a steady rise in unemployment, poverty, disease and
malnutrition—all of which now affect the majority of the population. Mexico is one of the
top food producers in the world and one of the fchest Thir World countries; vet, it is
heading for total economic collapse under US domination,

In San Quintin, 200 miles south of the US-Mexican border on the Baja peninsula,
wealthy Mexican growers “employ,” at least forty thousand Mixtec Indians to harvest
tomatos. The Mixtecs earn $3-34 a day, live in metal shacks 15' by 20', which of course,
are generously provided by the growers. In these “squatter villages™ there is no electricity
or running water. Infant mortality is high, the main killer of children under seven years old
being dysentery, an easily curable disease, if there is clean water. The growers have made
special deals in two areas: first, to rent the land from ejidos, which are family and
communal farms set pp under the land reform of 1917, an act which is techmnically illegal;
and secondly, with US agribusiness, specifically Castle and Cooke, doing business under
the Dole label. Besides tomatos, cucumbers and bell peppers are shipped to California: and
since 1981, these exports have increased cightfold. (Los Angeles Times, June 29, 1986)

The Guardian, on March 26, 1986, in a special report, describes the super-
exploitation of the Mixtecs even further: Efforts to unionize have been met with repression
from the growers” security guards. Insecticides are dropped from planes, the poisons
falling on children and pregnant workers. The workers are normally required to pick thirty
barrels of wmatos a day, yet the foremen force them to pick two to three times that amount
for the same pay.

There should be no doubt that Castle and Cooke wholeheartedly approves of the
savage treatment of the Mixtec Indians, and actually demands it as part of its special
arrangement with the Mexican growers. Nor should it be surprising that Castle and Cooke
does not confine its activities to Mexico but rather i quite influential in another area of the
world of special importance to US monopoly capitalists, namely Central America. there the
subsidiary of Castle and Cooke, Standard Fruit, has allied itself with military governments
to crush unionization and worker organizing. Standard Fruit Fmsichnt Don Kirchoff is
quoted to have urged corporate leaders to “take the offensive” in a “guerilla war against
uppﬂn-:nis of business.” [Dullu.rshaml DiC‘IE'[ErIE, The Resource Center, 1983)

more civilized approach taken monopoly capitalists in its exploitation of
Mexican workers is that of the “twin- hmlzrﬂr maquiladora prl:g?ggm. Maquiladoras are
factories owned by Americans, usu y operating along the US-Mexican border, which
manufacture products, particularly electronic components, which are then shipped duty-free
to the United States “sister” plant for incorporation in to the final manufacturing process.
Workers in maquiladoras receive the Mexican minimum wage, which is no more than four
dollars a day, and the vast majority of these workers are women, Actually there were Jess
than 500 maquiladoras in Mexico, employing 70,000 people. In 1985-86, the numbers
increased to 1000 and 250,000 respectively. And, up until the fall of 1986, Americans
could not own more than 49% of a maquiladora, ar which time it was conveniently changed
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i allow Americans to own 100% of the plant. Most of the plants in Mexico are new and
therefore modem, so that they could not be described as “sweat shops.” Yet, since they are
involved in the manufacture of electronics for the most part, various kinds of fumes are
emitted causing severe damage to the workers, particularly pregnant women who have a
high rate of miscarriage. It should not come as a surprise that attempts to organize have
been met with brutality. In 1984, women workers, protesting on the steps of Tijuana’s city
hall for the right to form a union were attacked and beaten by the police. (from Maryknoil
Publications, March 1985 and other sources)

The super-exploitation of Mexican immigrant laborers has been lost sight of in the
hysteria created around the “invasion of illegal aliens,” which has led to passage of the
reactionary “English Only” law in California and the Simpson-Rodino immigration law,
Most “illegal aliens” work for less than the minimum wage which is $3.35 an hour, Very
often, construction workers are paid as little as $2.50 an hour for heavy and dangerous
work. These workers have no democratic rights whatsoever; yet, they perform a much
needed service to US capitalists, especially in agriculture.

Even within the boundaries of the United States, Mexican workers are treated with
nearly the same disdain as they would be in Mexico, An example of such treatment can be
found in the murder of Juan Casillas on August 5, 1986. Juan had “contracted” to work
for Fred Hatashita, who owns 100 acres twenty-five miles east of San Diego. Two hours
after Monitor 4, one of the most toxic of all pesticides, was sprayed on the fields, Juan was
sent to work on the advice of a “specialist” who said it was safe. Juan collapsed and died
in the field, and his body was taken back to Tijuana by Mr. Hatashita, who panicked at the
prospect of being caught with a dead worker in his field Nevertheless, the incident was
discovered, and Mr. Hatashita faced criminal charges of... violation of the pesticide
wamning law, a misdemeanor. The law, it seems, stipulates that 24 hours must elapse
before workers can be sent into fields sprayed with Monitor 4 type pesticides. And, since
the pesticide inspector was unaware of this, the case could only be considered an accident.
As if by magic, no trace of chemical was found in Juan Casillas’ body, which was
conveniently embalmed after a second autopsy.

LXK} farm workers are poisoned annually by pesticides, rising on the average of
14% per year since 1973, Yet, on August 20th, 1986, the California legislature refused 1o
pass a law that would have forced growers to post warning signs in the fields after
spraying. Considering the fact that these lawmakers are reluctant even to pass a law
requiring latrines and drinking water in the fields, such behavior is understandable.
Farmworkers, form San Quintin to San Diego, deserve only to be treated as animals
according to agribusiness.

US monopoly capitalists consider Mexican workers a source of cheap labor. And,
since one’s labor is identified with one's life, we can conclude, and facts prove, that
the lives of Mexican workers are considered cheap by the capitalists. 'What makes it more
disgusting is the naked hypocrisy with which the SY overnment is using the “invasion of
illegal aliens™ as a pretext to exploit workers as a whofe even more. This has led to outright
vigilante attacks against Mexican workers in the US. The Los Angeles Times, on
November 22, l'ﬁﬁ, had the following headline in its San Diego County section: 3 Teens
Held in Sniper Arack on Aliens.” Three white teen-age boys, dressed in camouflage,
inspired by the movie, “Rambo,” no doubt, and acting in the wake of anti-Latino
propaganda, these white youths simply acted out what they considered their responsibility
in stemming the tide of the foreign invasion.
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Theoretical Errors of Forward Motion '°

By MC6

The amcle, “Big Changes,” FM, Aug.-Sept. "86, contains a number of errors from the
theoretical point of view which need to be examined in order to understand the crisis affecting the
world capitalist economy, dominated by the United States.

First, the article maintains that there **has come a revolution in the forces of
production”...which is defined as the area of “communications” and “information processing.”
However, the classic definition of the forves of production includes not only the instruments of
production, but also, and more imporantly, the people whe operate the instruments of production.
To equate technological development with a “revolution in the productive forces” is totally un-
Marxian,

From this error, the article makes another error, stating that “the classical Marxist view” is
that “advanced monopoly capitalism crushes creative development in technology,” The only
classical Marxist view on this subject comes from Lenin’s Imperialism:, the Highest Stage of
Capitalism, in which it is stated: “Certainly, monopoly capitalism can never completely, and for a
very long period of time, eliminate competition in the world market (and this, by the by, is one of
the reasons why the theory of ultra-imperialism is so absurd). Certainly, the possibility of
reducing cost of production and increasing profits by introducing technical improvements operates
in the direction of change. But the tendency to stagnation and decay, which is characteristic of
monopoly, continues to operate, and in certain branches of industry, in certain countries, for
certain periods of time, it gains the upper hand.” (VIIL. The Parasitism and Decay of Capitalism)

Lenin also points out: “At the same time the extremely rapid rate of technical progress gives
rise to increasing elements of disparity between the various spheres of national economy, 1o
anarchy and crises. Liefmann is obliged to admit that: “In all probability mankind will see further
important technical revolutions in the near futare which will also affect the organization of the
cconomic system.”™ (1. Concentration of Production and Monopolies)

Therefore, the classical Marxist view is that monopoly capitalism creates conditions of
stagnation and decay which likewise include technical revolutions at certain dmes. However, we
can also state that other conditions lead to the “crushing” of “creative development in technology,”
namely conditions of war, which desroy the productive forces, pamicularly le.

Another error is contained in the statement that: “the center of gravity of the US economy is
shifting irreversibly from manufacturing oward service and finance. This may sound un-Marxist,
but the shift is happening...” There is no quarrel with the fact that the shift is happening, but,
again, Lenin pointed out that: “The percentage of the productively emploved population {in
England) to the total population is declining.” (VIIL, above) And he shows how imperialism lead
to a decrease in manufacturing in general.

Actually, Marx showed that the increase in the “service sector” was a feature of developing
capitalism: “the extraordinary productiveness of modem industry, accompanied as it is by both a
more extensive and a more intense exploitation of labour-power in all other spheres of production,
allows of the unproductive employment of a larger and larger of the working-class, and the
consequent reproduction, on a constantly expanding scale, of the ancient domestic slaves under the
name of a servant class, including men-servants, womnen-servants, lackeys, &c.” (Capiral, part IV,
Chapter XV, section 6)

The main problem with the “Big Changes™ article is the equation of the economic base of
the United States with manufacturing. Lenin shows that “The export of capital, one of the most
essential economic bases of imperalism, still more completely isolates the rentiers from production
and sets the scal of parasitism on the whole country that lives by exploiting the labour of several
overseas countries and colonies,” (VIII, Imperialism)

As can be seen by the chans, bank profits from foreign operations have increased from
22% 10 60% from 1970 to 1982, And, it can be guaranteed that the percentage is higher than 60%
in 1987. Furthermore, for the first time in postwar history, Third World countries have become
“net capital exporters” (sources of profits) to the usurers, increasing by a factor of ten in the past
four years. And, it is primarily the enormous increase in the super-exploitation of the Third World
that accounts for all the economic and political changes taking place within the US, Competition
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from other imperialist countries, like the Soviet Union, Japan and Germany, serves as “fuel for the

fire.”

In order to protect these super-profits, there has been an ing, dramatic increase
in the growth of the US military and military related industries. The “Big ges™ article fails to
mention this phenomenon as part of the “shift.” The Guardian reported in its Sept. 4, 1985 edition
that employment in defense products industries increased 14% from 1983, compared with 3% in
manufacturing; and, while there was a 12% slump in profits in manufacturing, there was an
increase of in profits for corporations involved in military production.

It myust be stressed that the “changes in the world division of labor” which the “Big
Changes™ article describes came about as a result of violence against the mass of people in the
Third World. The massive increase in the shipment of arms to Central America and other countries

has bolstered and kept in power military dictatorships which could not last a day without US aid.
There should be no doubt that direct US military intervention, particularly in Nicaragua, is
inevitable.

The United States became an imperialist country at the tum of the century, and was actually
the dominant power after World War 1. And, US in}m-ialism has contained all the features which
Lenin described in Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism. The chief feature of the US
economy is the subjugation of the Third World, which has led 1o an enormous increase in super-
profits in the past ten years, a fact which explains the recent rise in the Stock Market. But, while
the monopoly capitalists and the coupon clippers are getring richer, tens of thousands of workers
are being laid off in the wake of runaway shops, small farmers are being driven out of business,
social services are being cutback to increase government revenues and pay for wars of aggression,
and thousands of workers are becoming homeless. In short, the US economy displays nearly all
the features of a genuine crisis similar to the Great Depression. And, because there is fierce
competition from other imperialist powers, the rise of the Right and the election of Reagan can be
understood as necessary for the “protection of American interests.”

Furthermore, to achieve its aims, US imperialism must instimate fascism at “home.” We
have seen the growth of the basic structure of fascism during the past several years, beginning with
events as seemingly innocuous as the “anti-drunk-driving campaign™ and leading up to the rise of
the KKK and neo-nazis who brazenly murder Black people in New York and attack Black activists
in Georgia. In addition, there has been a systematic increase of attacks on women, Latinos, and
the Gay community. The Iran/Conira deal is nothing but the extension of lawlessness to the
executive branch of the government.

The editors of FM have called upon its readers to deepen the analysis of the changes taking
place within the US and world economies, including “study of Marxist theory, more investigation
of current trends, and discussion on its correcmess and applicability in particular areas where we're
doing political work.” It is hoped that this short paper will add to those efforts.
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“Maoists” to our right:
FRSO’s “Principles of Unity, 1985”

By MC6
A. Page 2, the crisis of Marxism

The text states “we recognize a crisis in Marxist ideology and practice of historical
dimensions...

And, there have been three approaches to this crisis, the second of which is: “simply to ask
“What crisis?,” 1o see the whole problem as just something in the minds of a few thousand petty-
bourgeois crybabies, and to point to their own organizations as evidence of all that's right with the
world of revolutionary Marxism.”

Comment:

We do think they are a bunch of petty bourgeois crybabies.

Point number 16 of the text states: “As at other times in the history of Mardst movements,
the crisis of Marxism wday raises serious challenges to the work of Lenin and the traditions that
claim his work.” And, “our task is to develop that science (i.e. M-L) or to rediscover its
foundation stones if need be.”

Comment:

Nowhere is there any evidence presented as to precisely what is meant by challenges 1o
Lenin’s work, etc. That there has been a crisis in the application of Mandsm there is no doubt.
But that is not what the FRS0 is saying.

The only reference to the theory of Marxism is the following: “We must build and support a
wide variety of cultural resistance, recognizing what Marx called a ‘reform of consciousness,™
and, there is no footnote to this ‘famous’ quote by Marx. In the Communist Manifesto, Marx
called for a “radical rupture with traditional ideas.” If Marxism is to be reduced to reforming
people’s consciousness, then there is no need to worry too much about what i3 to be done.

“Further, the authors of Credo also have an entirely wrong conception of the present state
of the West-European working-class movement and of the theory of Marxism, under the banner of
which that movement is marching. To talk about a "crisis of Marxism’ is merely to repeat the
nonsense of the bourgeois hacks who are doing all they can to exacerbate every disagreement
among the socialists and mrn it into a split in the socialist parties. The notorious Bernsteinism—in
the sense in which it is commenly undersiood by the general public—is an attempt to narrow the
theory of Marxism, to conven the revolutionary workers' party into a reformist party.” (A Protest
by Russian Social-Democrats, 1899).

We agree with Lenin.

B. In general, the document does not have a program that is specific. For example, the document
reiterates again and again the need to struggle against “white-supremacist national oppression.”
But how? There are no appropriate demands. Because national minorities earn an average of 60%
of what white people earn, which is what women earn compared with men, you would think that a
program to raise wages for women and national minorities would be mentioned. And, because the
FRSO is intent on working within the Rainbow Coalition, you would think that such a program
would be presented to the RC.

C. Finally rules for membership and the conduct of the organization’s business are confusing and
smack of bureaucracy. If you wish to join and do some meaningful work, you are liable to

become very frustrated. For example, FRSO calls upon people to study Marxism, but there does

not appear to be any regular study classes. If there were, there should be a syllabus which FRSO
would be eager to share.

Comments on Forward Motion, published by FRSO, January-February 1 ition:

A. In the editorial it is stated: 3 . o My B edition
It is time to cheer up. Through the Beirut bombing, the elimination of the
family farm, the continuing ion of Northem industry, the
multiplication of the hungry and the homeless, the ballooning deficit, the
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exits, the South African drama, and the invasion of Grenada and bombing
of Libva—through all this, under the deadening blanket of nght-wing
consolidation, those famous objective forces and contradictions which
make history so much fun for Marxists were accumulating. What looked
static was breaking up...it is finally fun to read the newspapers again.”

Comment:

This is a bizarre attitude and sounds like “eat, drink and be merry, for tomomow we

die.” The starvation of tens of millions of people in the world, and the slaughter or millions in
addition to what is mentioned in the editorial, should make us alarmed. The content of the editorial
15 disgusting.

B. “Old Visions, New Visions™ is an article on the tasks of the left in the trade-unions, etc. In a
section on the history of the rade union movement in the fifties, not one word is mentioned about

the McCarthy period, which was an attack on the working-class. More should be said, but that in
itself is bizame enough.

C. In an article on rock music, the author maintains that the stars and lyrics are “by and large not
overtly reactionary,” and then shows how the main theme in this music, sex, is “uh, a little sexist.”
[s sexism not reactionary? Most of the music the author would have us praise glonfies the brutal
subjugation of women and should be attacked.

D. Finally, a linle on what the magazine does not say. According to its editorial policy, this
magazine wants o challenge “the histarical pattern of white supremacy and national oppression in
the capitalist domination of this country.” Yet, there is nothing in the magazine concerning the
recent passage of the “English only™ law, the Simpson-Rodino bill, and the over-all increase in the
attacks on natdonal minorites. A bit hypocritical, wouldn't you think?

[Editor’s note:

I agree on the crisis “crybabies” and the need for specifics in the battle against “white
supremacism.” As for “hypocnisy,” although MIM comrades in the Southwest and Ann Arbor are
engaged in struggles regarding immigration, MIM publications themselves are noticeably weak.
The literature list has no specific item on Peerto Rico. Excluding our mass movement work, are
we much better in our publications than the FRS0O7?

It"s aiso wo easy to get carried away by the liberal breast-beating in the Iran-Contra stuff.
For a while, the whole “scandal” gave communists breathing room, but then North himseli turned
public opinion around and Reagan’s desperation may be showing in the Gulf right now.

I too would like to see more stuff done critcizing rock lyrics. Many people are surprised
when T tell them what the actual lyrics of Rolling Stones or Who songs are. |
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Book Review:

Sooner or Later: Questions & Answers on War, Peace & the United Front:
New Outlook Press, 120 pp., 1980.

Cuban interventon in Angola in 1975 and in Eritrea in 1978 and years following marked a
tuming point in the post-Viemam era. In 1978, Vietnam invaded Kampuchea. With the
Soviet mvasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the intemational simation gave rise to vet another
new political rend in the United States, or did it?

Sooner or Later claimed to uphold a Maoist approach.

Now, however, its political trend is dead. Although there were several MIM comrades on
hand working in Cambridge from 1980 on, they never encountered Sooner or Later. The
Efmv?klmw Communist Party issued polemics against the book in the Revolutionary

er.

The book upheld China and Deng Xiaoping as socialist; however, it went beyond the
official Chinese line in condemning the Soviet Union. (p. 4)

Was the book a CIA project abandoned when its objecuves were completed? Perhaps
MIM Theory readers know the narure of this trend. It would be useful knowledge in order
to expose its descendants if any.

In any case, Sooner or Later argues that sooner or later fighting “fascist social-
imperialism™ will be the u::£ priority of all communists and progressive people,

In any case, the analysis that the Soviet Union is on the verge of taking over the world
leads to several tactical decisions that include support for US military bases in Puerio Rico
and the Philippines (p. 57), support for European deployment of Pershing II (p. 65), an
adequate “civil defense against nuclear attack,” (p. 73) support for the draft (p. 81) and
labor action against Soviet ships and Iran. (p. 100)

While many will dismiss Sooner or Later for the above programme alone, it would be an

iricist error in method to do so.

, although the book supports the Deng Xiaoping revisionist in China, it would
not matter too much to the analysis if China were a capitalist Third World country. Built on
the Three Worlds theory, the analysis sees the Third World as the main force against Soviet
hegemonism. According to Sooner or Later, communists in the US would demonstrate
their independence in the united front against the Soviets by supporting the Third World
against US aggression.

Hence, one can start a proper attack on Sooner or Later? with a criticism of the Three
Worlds theory. Others have already done this.

To really na:l this argument to the wall, however, it is necessary to do one of four things:
1) Show that the Soviet Union is not really a military threat 1o the imperialists of Europe
and America. If the risk of the USSR's overrunning the world is small, one can argue that
the international proletariat has other more urgent tasks which are already known. This is
to refute the empirical analysis of Sooner or Later in order to leave existing Marxist-
Leninist theomes tact. 2) Argoe strategically, that it would be better in terms of the position
of the international proletariat to let the Soviet Union overrun Europe and/or the US before
starting a military and propaganda offensive against Soviet hegemonism. This is akin o
saying “let them invade Afghanistan; they'll suffer the hatred of peoples there and
everywhere.” 3) Argoe theoretically that the USSR is not fascist and not driven to attempt
mgii;;ctﬁ_;mtm!nfu@mﬁm; ) Argue Mao and especially Stalin were wrong about the
unit nt.

On different occasions the RCP has argued all four, ially 2-4. The author
mndmgnﬁﬁ!mdSnndsnﬂydmngl;lmdnqﬂ;wy e
Thoughts on 2-4 may sharpen in one’s mind if one imagined a successful Soviet
Elganmnf}ﬁﬂu'snmqumngufcmﬁnﬂnml Europe. What would a communist do

The question in one is the bread and butter of MIM Notes. More needs to be done on
how the poles of pacifist wishful thinking on Soviet militarism as in the Price of Defense
and chauvinist militarism feed into each other!

_This book is not for mass distribution. Those interested in the splintering of the
international communist movement, what happened to the descendants of SDS, what
happened with anti-revisionism and anti-dogmatism in the US will want this as background
research material. It’s also a good exercise in demarcation of political lines. Once again,
this book is not urgent reading as events in Grenada, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Lebanon and
hb}*a*ipﬁdmuanygemﬁnnfmmﬂ:mﬂ:istmdmight}mwuﬂﬂmgmwiﬂﬂmwmy
state resources to even bigger items in the Pentagon agenda.
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How to know if vou're Maoist

imagine yourself debating Ronald Reagan on television. As a well-read communist.
maybe you would win.

As someone with political experience arguing with liberals, maybe you could beat
Mondale in a TV game show,

What about Gorbachev? Would you depend on exposing Afghanistan and Eritrea?
Would that be enough?

What about Deng Xiaoping? Have you got anything on him to say to the US public?

The politics of China are not of popular concern in the US. Sometimes Time Magazine
will do a cover story like the Cultural Revoluton “When China Went Mad.”

It is imporant to expose both the racist arrogance of imperialism and the ca pitalist
eclogical essence of such mass media propaganda.

On the other hand, bringing home to the reader what is socialist and what is not is not the
only purpose of agitation against state capitalism.

Perhaps more important is the party-building and political hygiene aspect of exposing
Deng Xiaoping's revisionism,

Support or oppesition to the Cultural Revalution (1966-76) separates Maoists and non-
Maoists. Although the narure of the Soviet Union is also a major question, which happens
to be thrust on the political agenda because of the current World War 111, those who
support the Cullural Revolution will also come down against the Soviets, Only opportunist
Trots like Workers World tried to give lip-service to the Cultural Revolution while
defending the Soviet Union.

Conversely, there are a few key arguments made against the Cultural Revolution by the
impenialists, social-imperialists and Dengists.

If one can see what is wrong with their arguments, one is likely on the path to
communism. For this reason, it is interesting to note that the Deng Xiaoping regime has
finally published its evaluation of the Cultural Revolution,

For some years, the Dengists have held back on a full analysis of the question so as not to
embroil the party and nation in ideological struggles.

Now though, China in Focus by Beijing Review has a collection of articles called
“Rethinking the Cultural Revolution.”

Itis the most thorough, definitive and factually honest statement of the Deng regime
known to the author yet,

The collection of articles includes many realistic interviews with people in China and a
statement by the party.

Instead of reviewing the document in detail now, MIM will distribute the revisionist
pamphlet free w readers at MIM, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576. The onlv
price will be that all who receive the articles will have 1o write letters to MIM on their

opinions. Please, supporters of the Deng regime, obtain the '

2 a5, - A pamphlet from your own
Eﬂ'f"“: I"-'g’h_ﬂ& Deng campaigns to overtumn the Cultural Revolution, we call on readers 1o
wnite ciincizing the latest work of the Den £ regime,

Future issues will publish leters of CTiticism,

T

«youth play in video parlor In China J?'I,E#
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On the Role of Leadership in

Revolutionary Movements
By MC2

There are two erroncous approaches concerming leadership. The first is to keep the
roles of each individual completely anonymous. In such a situation there is no
accountability for mistakes or controversial policy decisions. An entrenched bureaucracy
may develop that cares more for its own we -being than the social good and promotion of
socialism. If the proletariat cannot hold faceless bureascrats responsible for political and
economic decisions then the conditions are ripe for the restoration of state monopoly
capitalism. To some extent, Khruschev and his successors were able to restore state
capitalist refations of production because state bureaucrats were largely immune from
popular criticism. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was designed in part to permit
the masses to attack panty officials whose decisions had been made without popular
knowledge. Since 1976 Deng has extolled the use of anonymous experts whose judgments
are made in such a way that most people can never challenge them or know which
individuals were responsible for particular policies, Anonymous political leadership can
facilitate the growth of a bureaucratic elite whose goals are apart from the majority,

Anonymous leadership contains another danger. T have known some well meaning
people who prefer to remain anonymous so that personalities do not obscure political
issues. Such an approach can lead to the results they seek to avoid. Time after time 1 have
seen dedicated people put enormous effort into a cause only to see some outside person
claim credit for the work, and attempt to use that work to advance himself and goals the
majority of anonymous hard workers strongly disagreed with. A recent issue of MIM
Theory discussed the issues of formal versus informal leadership. (“A Response to the
Shimo Controversy: Haymarket 86"} Where there is no formal hierarchy within a political
orgamization an informal one is likely w arise. This informal hierarchy is often selfish and
epportunistc since it is elected by no one and accountable to no one, Anare hy sounds fine
and equalitarian unil an opportunistic informal hierarchy ariscs that is often worse than an
existing formal hierarchy. If honest comrades choose to be anonymous and do not create a
formal political hierarchy then an informal hierarchy of media superstars 15 likely to take
away a movement from those who worked hard to build it

A well functioning revolutionary party avoids the dangers of anonymous
leadership. There is a formal hierarchy of leadership so the masses can identify which
individuals formulated and carried out a particular policy decision, The popular masses can
then criticize those leaders who fail them, and suppon Ieadership that contributes to the
development of a better social order.

Obviously, there is the other extreme. A personality cult can arise in which the
talents of a single individual are praised in a manner that depreciates the contributions of the
majority. Even worse a leader may claim that he alone is infallible, and has access 1o
revolutionary truth unavailable to others. A mere man or woman is treated as a super-
person or demi-god. A cult develops about the extraordinary powers of that individual,
Such quasi-religious sanctification of a single individual is completely at odds with
equalitarian socialist principles. Lin Biao glorified the role of exceptional individuals. He
sought to create a hideous personality cult about Mao Zedong in order 1o discredit Mao
while at the same time promoting his own personality cult to justify his plan to overthrow
Mao and the Chinese unist Party. His crude efforts were exposed by Mao, who
criticized those people seeking to place his leadership above the people. Mao did not
atternpt to conduct an anonymous leadership concealed from the people, nor did he claim he
was infallible and exempt from popular criticism, although some of his followers for
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various reasons did to a degree antempt to establish a cult of personality.

Correct revolutionary leadership requires policies designed to avoid the errors of
both anonymous leadership and personality cults. Each of these incorrect approaches
suffers from the same defect—political leaders are insulated from popular criticism whether
they rely on the cloak of anonymity, utilize informal hierarchy to undermine and distor
anonymous work by honest individuals, or establish a cult of personality. Positive
leadership depends on the ability of the popular masses to recognize which leaders are
Itgﬁng revolutionary or counter-revolutionary positions, and to effectively attack incorrect

ership.

MIM has sought to avoid the error of creating a personality cult, but in doing so has
sometimes fallen into the opposite error of anonymous leadership. Many people in MIM
have attacked Bob Avakian for establishing a personality cult in the RCP. To avoid
Avakian's example, MIM Notes does not name the individuals involved in its organization.
While MIM activists have had good subjective intentions in following this policy, they have
prevented people from knowing which leaders support which positions so the members can
pick those leaders they believe are taking the best line. MIM is a good organization today,
If its leadership remains anonymous, however, there is a danger that opportunists may
attempt to establish an informal hierarchy and take control of the organization in a secret
coup that most MIM subscribers might never find out about. It is nme for the organizers of
MIM Notes to reveal themselves so the members of the popular masses can choose who
should lead in the future.

Response:

By MC5

The points in this essay are well-taken, T would like o immediately concede that
the organization had been overly anonymous. From hereon in, MIM publications will at
least use different code names to identify various authors,

There is only one point that the author, now named MC2, left out from my point of
view. The point of anonymity or secrecy is not just good intentions; although, T admit
given the example of Avakian and MIM's roots in mass movements anonymity was almost
an automatic decision,

Secrecy is also valuable in raising some costs of state disruption, While it is true
that secret organizations may have coups from within, open izations are subject to
decapitations from the outside. Currently, if the editor-in-chief of MIM Notes were
removed from political action, the rest of the organization would not operate as before but it
would not be wiped out either. Work would in different forms., And as long as
people have that literature list, they will be to start the distribution of revolutionary
literature again. The movement will not have to start from scratch.

As for state repression, it is a subject that MIM has debated before, Just how great
is the problem? Some comrades are prepared to call the United States fascist right now, If
this is the case, we should prefer secrecy. If conditions in the United States are
democratic, albeit at the expense of Third World peoples, then we should take advantage of
the situation to do open work,

For my part I have received New Right mail trying to sway me from the path of
communism, personally addressed to me. This is not to mention S:Luth African memos,
police harassment and other enemy activities that MIM is aware of.

Of course, none of this is to say that MIM has suffered any serious repression vet,
only that caution is in order.

Basically what seems to be a question of organizational line is closely related to our
line on domestic political conditions. This is something that MIM has not really worked
out officially.

Thus there needs to be further debate on this subject. For my two cents, 1 would



24
not call the United States “fascist;™ although, there is a real need to combat the New Right's
various proto-fascists such as the Moral Majority, Moonies etc. In this regard, I feel we
lag behind groups such as PL, which stress the lessons of the '30s in Germany.

In the future, MCS5 will make greater efforts to identify the types of organizing that
is going on out there in the field and give credit where credit is due.

Comrades, please write and review for us the activities you have done for MIM, no
matter how seemingly small. MC5 will do what is necessary to conceal your identities in
the MIM publications.

Remember, your actions are not only significant in themselves but also, they may
give other people ideas, food-for-thought and encouragement. But only if you tell us about
them.

Book Reviews:

India Development and Deprivation: Neocolonial Transformation of the
Economy in a Historical Perspective: By T.G. Jacob. 213pp. 1985.

MIM Theory must start by apologizing for not reviewing this book earlier.

The Mass Line Press of India is connected with one of the largest Maoist movements in
the world. Its newspaper Mass Line is widely read.

Thus it is with disappointment that the reviewer recommends India only for those doing
substantial research on the ];o]iti:al economy of India. Neither in terms of exposure nor
theoretical contributions is India worth efforts of mass distribution.

Typical is the first chapter which has a bibliography that sports Andre Gundre Frank,
Samir Amin and Arrighi Emmanuel. Ah, finally the subject of unequal exchange and
underdevelopment will receive systematic treatment by an author of the international
communist movement, right? Wrong.

Jacob regurgitates mﬁmnistcﬁﬁqu:ofmmesufmmuﬂmhanﬁinawﬁcand
shallow fashion. He correctly points out the distinction berween comprador and natioral
bourgeoisie, but fails to develop its implications. Yet the reader is told “from this
Flmcnta:? error which the dependency school theorists committed, many others

ollowed.” (p. IT)

The reader is also able to gather that Jacob sees the dependency school as falling into the
trap of external determinism. By now anybody who has read the debates on dependency
theory should know that the first line of attack is to say that dependency theory ignores
internal class structures and histories of individual countries or regions and places too much
emphasis on the actions of the imperialists.

Yet, this criticism of theories of unequal exchange and underdevelopment underestimates
both sides of the argument. For example, Frank could easily say, “ves [ asked Mao about
this and the imperialists did ally themselves with the landlords and isi
in China. After his analysis of the internal class structure of China, I achieve the same
results with my theory.” While simplistic this counterthrust parries an equally simplistic
attack by Jacob and others.

Communists should also note how easily the anti-dependency critique grades into
empiricism. Empiricism—mwith the call to study the histories of each country—leaves
Frank et. al. untouched! One can refute a theory with a fact, but one can never replace a
ﬂ%ﬂ{%ﬁhafaﬂ If theories were to be destroyed with facts, Marxism would®ve been
de Years ago.

The debate over unequal exchange deserves serious atention. If only because these
theorists argue that there are mechanisms of imperialist exploitation other than repatriation
of profits from direct investments, Marxists must pay heed. When one reads Emmanuel or
Amin one gets the sense of a surplus extraction so huge as to be previously unimaginable in
Marxist-Leninism. According to Amin, the 3rd World surrenders 15% of its production to

The question of the quantitative and qualitative nature of the surplus extracted by
imperialism is very im tm:efmpuum:rsundiugufmcclassmmmnflﬁe
imperialist countries. If Emmanuel is correct, the labor aristocracy—the bourgeoisified
workers—could easily be the majority. If Jacob and others are correct, the lack of
proletarian revolution in the imperialist countries must be explained by other means.



To retum to Jacob's book, the reader will find a detailed explanation of the historical
development of India’s political economy. The book contains much information for
example, to refute the notion that India’s economy has stagnated since 1947.

According to Jacob, neo-colonialism is a new stage of development. In this stage, .
imperialists do not use direct force as under colonialism, nor do they hold back econormic
development. (p. 65)

An interesting thesis of Jacob's is that the success of revolutions such as China’s has
caused the imperialists to wise up on the land question, (p. 131) This too provided an
impetus to the change in the nature of imperialism. The imperialists sought to avoid
Chinese style revolutions “by developing the productive forces and integrating the sector
with the world imperialist market system on a higher and more complex level.” (p. 134)

At the same time, Jacob shows that the absolute deprivation of the masses of people has
increased. He cites the eventuality of IMF riots in India. (p. 202) o

Packed with historical analysis and statistical information India is for those doing in depth
research on these issues,

Available for the first time from MIM!
Labor Aristocracy: Mass Base of Social Democracy

In his great classic, Imperialism: the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Lenin
described the labor aristocracy of that time as a “tiny minority of the working class.”
Ever since, without relating current statistics to Lenin’s guidelines, the world Left,
especially in the West, has continued mouthing: “The labour aristocracy is a tiny
minority of the working class.”

This book undertakes to apply offidal U.S. and other data to the criteria for a
labor aristocracy which Lenin set forth in his “Preface to the German and French
editions” of the cited source. Supported by a resulting 43 statistical tables, it proves
that, today, the entire working class of the West constitutes a labor aristocracy on a
world scale; that its former “crumbs” from the capitalists’ table have, due to the
escalation of imperialism’s parasitism, augmented greatly; that the labor aristocracy’s
acceptance of this kickback, which Lenin called “imperialist bribery,” has created for
them in the West a “Way of Life” such that a serious internal contradiction now
exists within the international proletariat: the one between workers in the Waest and
those of the “Third World;" that Sodal Democracy is and always has been the
political mouthpiece of the labor aristocracy; and that the Least Common
Denominator of Social Democracy is racism.

The author contends that, if not seriously studied and fought against, this
internal contradiction can and will harden, if it hasn't already, into an antagonistic
one. within the international working class, in a world of which the imperialist
section is now ruled by transnational corporations rather than by nations, as in
Lenin’s day. If such a political sclerosis is allowed to set, it can only postpone further
the arrival of the necessary “final conflict.” (from the back cover)

H.W. Edwards, Stockholm, Sweden, 1978, 430 PP
$8 cash, postal money order or write to make arrangements.

LIE
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Sectarian review: iuke iha anyway you ike)

Prensa Proletaria: Por La Unidad de la Clase Obrera en la Lucha
por el Socialismo

Organo Central del Partido Marxista Leninista de Nicaragua
(MAP-ML) Nimero 22.
Correspondencia: Apartado 611, Managua, Nicaragua.

What are Hoxhaites?

This is the publication of the Hoxhaite party in Nicaragua. The Hoxhaites support
Albania as a beacon of socialism and are named after the now dead leader of Albania’s
Communist Party that led the struggle against fascist occupation,

It appears that MAP-ML is not an official franchise of the Albanian Communist
Party, just a more critical ideological descendant. MAP-ML sprinkles pictures of MLP-
USA and US anti-contra demonstrations in its publication to prove that Nicaragua should
“continue combat, Nicaragua is not alone.” Declarations in the periodical s Lenin
and Stalin but do not mention Albania or Mao, so the author guesses that -ML has
some criticisms of Hoxha, like MLP USA.

In the United States, the Albania franchise is operated by US Marxist-Leninist
Organization. It continues o print speeches from Albania’s post-Hoxha leaders. MLP
USA and MAP-ML may be neo-Hoxhaites, but this reviewer is not qualified to say which
group is the “true” Hoxhaite group.

Those who have received “What's Your Line?" from MIM should note that
comrade MCS mistakenly listed USMLO and MLP USA together. MLP operates out of
Chicago, USMLO out of Boston.

Hoxhaite stands in Nicaragua

MAP-ML cniticizes the Sandinistas for insisting on the possibilities of negotiations
with the contras and the United States. It also criticizes the Sandinistas for not preparing
the people for the subject of these negotiations.

MAP-ML wants unity of the working classes in Nicaragua against internal enemmies
and impenalism at the same time. It also criticizes the Sandinistas for calling for national
unity instead of unity of the people or working classes.

MAP-ML further calls for struggles against government officials guilty of anti-
working class pahncs, bureaucratic inefficiencies, corruption or opportunism.

MAP-ML the Contadora initiatives because the member countries are
representatives of g

MAP-ML criticizes the pro-Soviet Communist Party of Nicaragua for its bowing to
domestic reaction in its theory of stages for Nicaragua to go through. In particular it does
not sup]gn ‘democracy™ for reactionaries to attack the people.

the most part, the publication sounds pretty good, and the author is not really
able 1o offer a r.:nm;sue without a more thorough undmmanﬂmg of Nlcarjﬁua. Those who
want a copy of page August, 1986 issue in Spanish should send .40 w MIM.

Workers® Truth No. 7
Bulletin of the Organization for a Marxist-Leninist Workers’
Party, March 1987
“Special Issue on International Seminar”
Workers® Truth Publications, Boxholder, PO Box 5830,
Chicago, IL 60680. $1.

This publication is by a trend that MIM has not addressed previously. The

27



27

Organization for a Marxist-Leninist Workers' Party {OMLWP) claims to uphold Marx and
Lenin, but not Trotsky, Stalin, Mao or anyone else.

According o OMLWP, Marxism-Leninism “succumbed in the 1920s and 305 to the
pressures of state capitalism.” (p. 1} Only now does Marxism-Leninism reappear after
decades of counterrevolution argues OMLWP. “During this more than half a century that
has passed, the domination of Russian revisionism and the non-proletarian character of
their challenging and critical communist currents...impeded the revival...of a workers
communism... But now a world economic crisis that has made the monility of the working
class greatly more than before, the dead-end and the crisis of reformism and syndicalism
(especially in the metropolitan and European countries), and the dead-end and the crisis of
the raditional leadership of national and democratic movements...have fumished the
objective grounds for the appearance of a genuine worker-communism.” (p. 17)

Although OMLWP a%mn‘s most fluent in Trotskyist discourse, its stands are not
characteristically Trotskyist. OMLWP refers to Trotskyism as centrist and Maoism as
reactionary because of the Three Worlds Theory. (p. 17) In particular, OMLWP upholds
the democratic stage in revolution in “dominated/controlled nations.” (p.2) In addition, this
pamphlet supports national rights to self-determination (p. 7) and recognizes that super-
exploitation of dominated nations contributes to the creation of “a higher standard of living

and relatively greater political freedoms for the masses in the i ialist countries.” (p. 6)
On these questions, the OMLWP resembles the RCP, which MIM has considered in
previous issues of MIM Theory.

MIM may have some additional criticisms of various OMLWP lines. For one, there
is the following economist formulation: “An upward spiral in the standard of living of the
working class can only be achieved through revolutionary class struggle.” (p. 10) This
implies that seccessful wage struggles are objectively revolutionary when in fact in
imperialist countries especially they
may only represent the success of the labor aristocracy in sharing the spoils of the
superexploitation of Third World labor,

Practically, MIM also disagrees with the line that "world u;gvmahm:l, especially the
U.5. A. and U.S.5.R., are stepping up their preparations for a global showdown in
imperialist WWIIL MIM sees it as a mistake to consider the bombing of Libya
“preparations” for 'World War, It is an act of world war.

More generally, this issue of Waorkers” Truth is devoted to “several of the most
significant 1ssues facing revolutionary Marxist-Leninists today,” but it dismisses Mao for
the Three Worlds theory. This is a combination of two mistakes. First, it is an empiricist
mistake to throw out Maoism because of one bad theory — the Three Worlds Theory.
Secondly, it is objectively chauvinist to dismiss Mao while according Trotsky so much
attention given their relative importance to revolutionary history.

Forward Motion: A Socialist Magazine, July-August 1987. PO
Box 1884, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, $3.

It is difficult to criticize Iilﬁl:ﬁﬁ:.lﬂm because its theory is even less explicit than
the theory informing our newsletter Notes.

For example, from a one page article criticizing presidential candidate Michael
Dukakis, one gathers that the magazine does not see much hope in the Democrats, or at
least this particular liberal. The article is well-done but the thrust is not theoretical,

The interview with radical populist Mel King perhaps indicates that Forward
Motion does not intend any hard-line. Among other gems concerning his congressional
campaign in Cambridge Massachusetts, Mel King tells us that “T will say that [ pushed for
the red, white and blue because I firmly believe that we need to make the flag and those
colors stand for what we believe is the ideal of America. We should not hand those
symbols over to the moral majority folks and militarists.” (pp. 5-6)

Implicitly, Mel King also offers a theory in regard 1o a Black nation proposed in
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part of Boston called Mandela, The referendum lost “two to one in the predominantly
Black wards,” but King contends that further educational work could result in the creation
of Mandela in the future.

Mel King also supports the Jesse Jackson campaign.

An obvious question in the minds of MIM folks is what did Mel King leave his
partisans with after losses in the Boston mayoral race and the Cambridge congressional
race, The answer that King has is to admit that the movement died down after these losses,
but that he continues to try to build ongoing political organizations.

Also in this issue of the magazine is an interview with Don Rojas the former
Minister of Culture in Grenada before the US invasion. Here again, Forward Motion
uncritically promotes reformist and revisionist politics. Of course any information from the
former government before the US invasion is useful, but Forward Motion does not really
take us forward on Grenada. Rather we are lefi standing on the sidelines cheering.

The publication of a poem by the New People's Army of the Philippines in 1980 is
likewise romantic, but rather uncritical.

Forward Motion gets to be like the Guardian, or worse, an SWP speaker, cheering
for any political motion out there at all. The reader is left to his/herself to figure out that the
movements s'he cheers for actually disagree with each other. Forward Motion cheers for
Mel King, the New Jewel Movement, the New People’s Army and the [RA without
menboning any contradictions.

Without stating the “connections” between these movements, Forward Motion
leaves the reader with a big dose of wishful thinking and only some hard-probing analysis.

International Correspondence, April-May 1985, no. 7. N.LD.,
PO Box 471, Ansonia Station, NY, NY 10023, $1.50.

This issue includes a critique of the perhaps now defunct Bolshevik League, which
used to distribute this magazine, ?mieed, there appears to have been a coup d’etat in this
group which upholds Stalinism and fraternal parties in Mali, Senegal and Canada.

The magazine reveals that the Bolshevik League formed out of the Revolutionary
Wing and the U.S. Leninist Core and Demarcation. These groups were somewhat
connected with Maoism in the "70s. The Revolutionary Wing was considered a “left”
influence in a group that eventually merged into the Dengist LRS.

The mark of the Bolshevik League was a unigue stance with various books backing
their view with the appropriate citations from Marx, Lenin and Stalin. The Bolshevik
League revealed little relationship to any mass movement. Between the rocks of
“dogmatism” and “empiricism,” the Bolshevik League steered a firm course for
dogmatism.

Among its interesting stances was the line that Maoism and Trotskyism were
convergent deviations from genuine communism.

The group in charge of the internal coup d’etat against the BL maintains its
interesting positions though. According to the new line, it appears that communists should
work in the Jesse Jackson campaign because the success of Jesse Jackson would destroy
the Democratic Party. The white capitalists that finance the Democrats would flee the
Then a real workers party at least as good as the Labor Party in England could form.
Perhaps a revolutionary party would form. This is not a straight reformist line. According

to this Stalinist analysis, reformist tactics can achieve revolutionary goals. It is not a simple

matter o refute this approach from a revolutionary point of view,
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MIM Theory . 1213
Focus on focoism

From Peru to Amerikan prisons: focoism or Maoism?

MIM reapers consistently ask about various
proponents of focoism, a politeal line which MIM has
yet to address. There is one good reason to review this
question at this dme. According 10 a newspaper in
Mexico City thers was recently a splinter expelled from
the Sendero Luminose for Castroite deviations from
Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thought.

Certain supporters of the Shining Path were
supposedly expelled for indiscriminately dismibuting
weapons., Furthermore, according to the bourgeois
press, and there is no confirmation from the Senderos,
the Maoists have used armed struggle against the pro-
Cuban Tupac Amaru Revolunonary Movement.
(Monte Hayes, AP, Ann Arbor News, 1/17/88, p. bl)
In any case, there are two distinct armed struggles go-
ing on in Peru right now. One is led by Maoists, the
other by Castroites/focoists, : )

It appears that so far the Maoist struggle is
more successful, but it would be difficult 1o say that
therefore Maoism is better than focoism, especially
since no one has brought the Peruvian revolution to
complete victory yet. Furthermore, the bourgeoisie
seems to villify both movements in the mass media.
As for the Amerikan “left,” one might e;rp::t that it will
converge in support of the Castroites if possible. The
Guardian has already run an article sympathetic to the
Castroites and critical of the Maoists. ]

If it is true that the Senderos expelled Castoites
from its party, it is not necessarily true that the
Senderos were guilty of liberalism, as Hoxhaites might
contend. As every ideological stripe of reformism and
revisionism in the world is involved in parliamentary
cretinism in Peru, the social base in favor of armed
struggle appears to have backed up the Senderos. Itis
perhaps inevitable in Latin America that part of that so-
cial base finds itself attracted w focoism.

What is perhaps more worthy of serious analy-
sis is the influence of focoism on the Sendero line, if
any. In a previous issue, MIM comrades mscuﬁsea:lnﬂm
Sendero line in favor of “militarization of the party.

The Senderos appear to claim that this is part of
their ::-rignal summaton of Chinese experience in-
cloding the Cultural Revolution. On the other hand,
readers of Régis Debray and other focoists would no-
tice his stress on military aﬁmgn as the highest form of
propaganda. (Debray, p. 56) Debray is also explicit on
the relationship of the army to the party: “T;Ifubnrdi-

nate the guerrilla group strategically and tactically to a
party that has not radically changed its peacetime or-
ganization, or to treat it as one more ramification of
party activity brings in its wake a series of fatal military
crrors.” (pp. 67-8) For this reason, Debray opposes
the Maoist conception that the party should command
the army because he believes that military action is at
the center and should not be separated from political
experience. (pp. 88-91) In Cuba, it was the army that
created the party. (p. 108) Likewise, the Senderos’
call for “militarization of the party™ implies that the
party is not already militarized, and is not already di-
recting the revolutionary armed forces.

Furthermore, tacular acts of urban sabo-
tage performed by the Senderos if stressed at the ex-
pense of rural base-building also seem to indicate a fo-
coist influence. Nonetheless, MIM currently has no
definitive information or analyses of possible focoist
influences on the Senderos.

The debate in the United States today

In the United States, the line between focoism
and Maoism is more blurred. This is not surprising
given the fact that after Khruschev denounced armed
struggle as the path to revolution, revolutionary-
minded people in the United States lumped together all
Third World revolutionaries in order to discredit the
reformist Communist Party. (See review below of
Julius Lester.)

- Eismﬂnd n:‘::r tlbl,:nﬁ.nﬂg has its place. It is still
worthw ¢ failure of Trotskyism and re-
formism in ll'r:;'ﬁu'd World,

On the other hand, there are concrete differ-
ences in how Maoists and focoists organize in the
United States.

George and Jonathan Jackson and the Black
Panther Party often mentioned Ché and Mao in the
same breath. The Weatherman and other descendants
of the Revolutionary Youth Movement did the same.
For example, in the present, people such as J. Sakai,
author of the history of the Unirc? States from a prole-
lanan perspective, and E. Tani and K. Sera cite Mao to
support focoism.

These Castroites are different than the mere
servants of Soviet revisionism in that they see success
in Cuba, but do not necessarily uphold the Communist
Party in the USA or USSR,
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George and Jonathan Jackson summed up the
focoist position in the United States well by saying that
“we cannot raise consciousness another millimeter”
without armed struggle. (George Jackson, Blood in
My Eye, Bantam Books, 1971, p. 10) Focoists be-
lieve that small cells of armed revolutionaries can create
the conditions of revolution through their actions.
Good examples set by foco units will be copied by the
MASEES.

Ultimately, the focoist is scomnful of analysis of
concrete conditions except those of military struggle.
“Conditdons will never be altogether right for a broadly
based revolutionary war unless the fascists are stricken
by an uncharacteristic fit of total madness. . . . Should
we wait for something that is not likely to occur at least
for decades? The conditions that are not present must
be manufactured.” (Ibid., p. 14}

George Jackson gives the example of the 1930s
as a case where conditions for revolution were present
in Amerika, but “the vanguard elements betrayed the

eople of the nation and the world as a result of their
ailure to seize the tme. The consequences were a
catastrophic war and a new round of imperialist
expansion.” (Ibid.) Therefore, the CP of the 1930s
bears responsibility for the enormous crimes of US
imperialism committed since the 19305 according to
Jackson.

There are two levels at which revolutionaries
must deal with this argument. First, is it factually cor-
rect that revolutionary conditions will not appear for
decades to come unless the bourgeoisie makes an un-
characteristic mistake? According to MIM's founding
documents, especially on the international situation,
this is not the case. Even according to the Weatherman
in 1969, this was not the case: “Winning state power in
the US will occur as a result of the military forces of
the US overextending themselves around the world
and being defeated piecemeal; struggle within the US
will be a vital part of this process, but when the revo-
lution tri s in the US it will have been made by the
people of the whole world.” (“You Don't Need a
Weatherman to Know Which Way the Wind Blows, ™
Weatherman, Harold Jacobs, ed., p. 53) The pressures
of Third World liberation struggles are supplemented
by US-Soviet contention, which has become more of a
factor since the time that the Weatherman spoke of the
principal contradiction, which was undoubtedly be-
tween LS impenalism and the Third World at the ome.

Secondly, George Jackson, RYM I and J.
Sakai all point to the alliance between the bourgeoisi-
fied workers and the imperialists as one of the main
reasons for the failure of revolution in the United
States, Thus, there is a scientific analysis of why the
masses in the United States will not support revolu-
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tion, but no scientific rationale for the cours Tion:
supported by Jackson, Sakai, E. Tani, Kaé Sze?;ﬂ:tfﬁ
They explain why there are no conditions for mass
armed struggle, but then proceed to engage in armed
struggle.

. The focoists have two replies to this arsument.
One is an argument with suspiciously Judeo-Christian
overtones, Basically, it says the masses of the United
States are part of the enemy. They will never support
revolution or at least not until the revolutionaries force
the state to bring down repression on everybody. All
that revolutionaries in the United States can do is serve
is an isolated detachment of the Vietnamese, Fili ino,
Salvadoran cic. proletarian revolutions. Individual
revolutionaries will fail in the United States but they
will take some of the repressive forces/enemy with
them and thus make some contribution to the success
of revolutions elsewhere.

_ This argument smacks of Judeo-Christian
ethics because it basically says do what is morally pure
even if the real world impact is slight. This is a partic-
ularly vicious disease (Judeo-Christian individual con-
science-salving, guilt-tripping and existentialism) in the
United States where the relatively free market economy
provides a material basis for individualistic thinking as
opposed to class consciousness,

_ Additional evidence that Judeo-Christian ideol-
Ogy 1s at work in the focoist line in the United States
comes from Tani and Sera. While Tani and Sera claim
to uphold Mao faithfully, along with Ché, Ho eic,,
they are quite blunt about Maoist movements in the
United States: “We are not going to discuss the ‘M-L
Party-Building' tendency, since it was always a right-
ward trend of Bourgeois Marxism imitating the old
CPUSA. To us the development of revolutionary
forces within the U.S. oppressor nation rested with the
efforts and decisions of the overall Anti-imperialist
tendency.” (Tani and Sera, p. 133) Sakai, Tani and
Sera carefully document their argument against lame
iet revisionism, reformism and the “Left™ gen-
erally, but when it comes to what they admit was the
largest rend in SDS, they snicker and guffaw without
explanation.

. The lack of explanation of why armed struggle
tactics are appropriate now in the US, con to what
I'u:lau and Lin Bila:‘ said, is;:lself powerful evi that

here 1s no explanation, only ideologi 50 i-
tion. These people initiate armed mﬁl:;:ll. Il.‘lruli ﬂm
they think that armed struggle offers the best chance of
success now, but because they as individuals can feel
morally correct for making LL: greatest sacrifices to
fight imperialism now. Such people remind one of the
Catholic activists who advised all the workers at a fac-
tory to quit their jobs because their production was
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military-related. These people are not much different
than those who leave the US to demonstrate moral
distaste for US policies or to join Third World revolu-
tionary movements which they can make no contriby-
tion to. People like these who do not employ the sei-
ence of Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thouoght in
order (o win state power for the intemational proletariat
actually endanger the revolution for their own selfish,
moralistic ends.

erwise favor armed struggle when conditions are con-
ducive. That is to say premarture armed struggle sets
back the onset of successful armed struggle, At this
stage in history, even setting back the armed sty ggle a
few days may result in a nuclear catastrophe for hu-
manity.

Therefore, Maoists do not re gard focoism with
a liberal eye,

“Premature armed struggle sets back the onset
of successful armed struggle.”

The other rejoinder that focoists have is that
subjective conditions create the material conditions for
revolution. First, the mere example of seeing one bullet
down a helicopter will sharter the invincibility of the
enemy. Those who believe that it is impossible to de-
feat the technologically advanced US military will see
otherwise in practice: “How would they have felt (the
pigs and the people) if the nameless, faceless, lighten-
ing-swift soldier of the people could have reached up,
twisted the tail of their ﬂO‘f'EH} death bird, and hurled
it into the streets, broken, ablaze!! | think that sort of
thing has more to do with consciousness than anything
else I can think of.” (Jonathan Jackson in George
Jackson, Ibid., p. 19)

Secondly, the focoists say that the bourgeoisie
will necessarily wreak repression on the masses in or-
der to attack the revolutionaries,

The Maoist reply to these two arguments is
two-fold. First, by ignoring material conditions, the
focoists will not demonstrate the weakness of the im-
perialist state, but instead make themselves Christian
martyrs who are useful to the imperialists in search of
public proof of their invincibility, That is to say the fo-
coists will unintentionally convince the masses more
mancvﬂ'b:fnmﬂfﬂmm}rﬂﬂhatthe' i cannot
be defeated—by losing decisively 1o the imperialists,

Secondly, the imperialists will not have to im-
pose heavy re ion 10 oppose a failed revolution of
MArtyrs/su peniir m:ima stars. Whm;:t does hu:_:pm:
repression, the ruling class may gain sup-
port of the bourgeoisified workers in fampgﬂlaw and
order.”

Thus, the crux of the issue is this: Do condi-
tions exist for successful armed struggle in Amerika? If
not, starting the armed struggle too soon will only taint
armed struggle in the minds of those who would oth-

Lin Biao, second-in-command to Mao at the
time, put it this way in 1965:

Hﬂu}rmmdﬂtaumrmimhmy. revolulionary armed
forces should not fight with a reckless disregard for the
consequences when there is a great disparity between their
own strength and the enemy's, If they do, they will suffer
mmulmmmmmeMmuummluﬂn
{("Long Live the Victory of People's Warl™ in Mao Tse-lung
and Lin Piao: Post Revolutionary Writings, ed., K. Fan, p.
383)

A favorite Mao quote of George Jackson is
“When revolution fails, . . it is the fault of the van-
guard party.” (p. 27) However, this quote can be in-
terpreted to mean that revolution may fail if the van-
guard party starts armed struggle too soon or too Jate.
But the real Mao quote that focoists need 1o come to
terms with is as follows:

Wr.wmmmhﬂmﬂsmf
mlm]wMﬂufmmMnmumhMr
extemal relations, they are not opposed by, but themselves
nmaﬂmm.ﬂmmufm:mm- . In
Ihmmunnﬁ.ﬂummﬂmi:mn“m legal struggle. | .
and the form of struggle bloodless (non-military) . , , the
Cmmnniﬁ?ﬂt&ﬂhlhﬂapitﬁliumnﬂiﬂupmlhhnv
pﬂiﬂﬁmmwmﬁrmmﬂirmhmm,
the policy of these countries is to bring about
thﬂdtﬁﬂnflﬂnﬁmgﬂmmuuqfﬂmirnmmm
The one war they want o fight is the civil war for which they
are preparing. But this . . . should not be launched until the
bourgeoisie becomes really helpless,

Mao continued to uphold this basic line 30
years later, as evidenced in the Lin Biao article of
1965:
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Taking the entire globe, if North Amenca and Westem Europe
can be called “the cities of the world,” then Asia, Alrica and
Latin America constitute “the rural areas of the world." Since
World War 11, the profetarian revolutionary movement has for
various reasons been iemposarily held back in the North
American and West European capitalist countries, while the
people’s revolutionary movement in Asia, Africa and Latin
America has been growing vigorously. In a sense, the con-
temporary world revolution also presents a picture of the
encirclement of cities by the rural aress. In the final analysis,
the whaobe cause of world revolution hinges on the revolutionary
struggles of the Asian, African and Latn American peoples who
make up the overwhelming majority of the world's population.
{“Long Live the Victory of People’s War!™ Fan, op. cit., p. 396)

Grounds of unity: the RYM I line on the
Euro-Amerikan masses

Although Maoists need to demarcate from the
focoists’ military line, the focoists’ class analysis of
the United States is often right on target. There is
nothing in the RYM I class analysis that cormesponds to
its military line. Rather, the Weatherman's class analy-
sis of 1969 (and Sakai's class analysis today) demon-
strate why armed struggle is out of the question at the
MOMent:

As a whole, the long-range interests of the non-colomial
sections of the working class lie with overthrowing
imperialism. . . . However, virtually all of the white
working class also has shor-range privileges from
imperiatism, which are not false privileges but very real ones
which give them an edge of vested interest and tie them (o a
certain extent 1o the imperialists, especially when the latier
are in a relatively prosperous phase. (“You Don't Need a
Weatherman to Know Which Way the Wind Blows,”

Jacobs, ed., p. 65)

Since the RYM class analysis does not correspond to
its military tactics, it is possible for MIM to adopt the
RYM class analysis wholesale.

How clearly Jackson formulates the question of
the middle classes in the United States compared with
Bob Avakian's statemeat in “Charting..." While
Avakian claims to break new ground by re-emphasiz-
ing Lenin's formulations on economism, Jackson’s
explanations were short and easy to understand already
by 1971: “A new pig-oriented class has been created at
the bottom of our society from which the ruling class
will be always able to draw some support.” (p. 49)
Jackson adds that with victory in World War 11, the
bourgeoisie was able 1o offer Euro-Amerikan workers
“the flea market that muted the workers' more genuine
demands. . . . The conmolling elites have m—ngt::d
large portions of the lowly working class.” (p. 102)

There is a difference between someone like
Avakian, who tries to form the most revolutionary pole
to divert workers' movements and someone like Sakai,
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who sees white workers allied with the imperialists.

Avakian focuses on the history of “economism” in

communist efforts in the US and implies that a correct -
approach to workers would produce better results,

Avakian thus shares with PL the conviction that incor-

rect organizing has damaged revolutionary movements

among Amerikan workers. On the other hand, RYM |
types including Sakai focus on the “alliance” of white

workers that “tie them to a certain extent to the imperi-

alists,” (Despite the difference of emphasis in

“economism™ vs. “alliance,” neither school of thought
necessarily holds that there has been a revolutionary

opportunity in the United States since 1929.)

MIM should wish Avakian well with the
RCP's effort to fight “economism™ in efforts 1o orga-
nize the working class. Of the groups that do not see
the white working class allied with imperialism in the
short tun, the RCP is the best. It emphasizes the deci-
siveness of the Black masses as of Avakian's most re-
cent interview in Revolution magazine. The RCP also
emphasizes the other oppressed nationalities and
immigrants in the US while falling short of saying that
there 15 no Euro-Amerikan working class.

MNonetheless, MIM has been moving toward an
acceptance of RYM [/Weatherman class analysis of the
United States. {See MIM Theory issnes 9-11.)

Other questions and pro-RYM arguments

There is another possible reason 1o support
RYM military tactics, Perhaps they work, but the pub-
lic does not know it. When the bourgeoisie wins, as in
the Brinks case, everyone hears about it. Yet, the peo-
ple who are part of the Revolutionary Armed Task
Force (RATF) are very capable people, often million-
aires in their own right.

This is not to put them down for being capable
and resourceful people. In particular the common scorm
for the Weatherman as a bunch of rich white kids is
incorrect. If they are doing the best thing for the revo-
lution of the intermational proletariat, then it does not
matter who they are.

The question is whether covert gains of the
RATF outweigh its public losses. Are there covert

ins that the various focoists of the RATF and BLA
ave won worth the public losses to the revolution?

Undoubtedly there are some successes that the
public does not hear about. On the other hand, the
Weatherman typically released communiques to publi-
cize its victories,

If the BLA, RATF etc. cannot publicize their
gains, then that in itself is reason to oppose their mili-
tary tactics. The operation of Mao's mass line depends
on the summation of information of the whole move-
ments’ successes and failures. Both in terms of propa-
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ganda and internal organizational life, communication
IS NECEsSary.

It is the author's impression that there are cells
in the operation of the focoists in the US. These cells
stay separate for security reasons.

On the other hand, on behalf of the focoists,
there is perhaps no reason for the labor aristocracy,
which is most of the white people in the United States,
0 hear about victories in armed struggle. Propagan-
dizing among the oppressed masses would be good
enough, Between the opportunist sirategy of grabbing
bourgeois media time and the anarchist approach of in-
fluencing only those one meets in day-to-day life, there
is a lot of room. However, it has always been a hall-
mark of focoism to seize the greatest amount of
publicity possible and thus spark the prairie fire. It
seems unlikely that there are remendous secret focoist
SUCCESSEs.

Tani and Sera describe the Anti-imperialists this
way: “In late 1969 SDS, the mass national organization
of student radicalism and protest, split into two polit-
cal tendencies. The first was the Anti-imperialist ten-
dency, most visibly led by the Weather Underground
Organization. . . . The second, opposing school of
thought was the ‘Marxist-Leninist party-building” ten-
dency, initdally led h{ the Progressive Labor Party’s
‘Worker-Student Alliance' and the Revolutionary
Youth Movement 2 student bloc (whose elements be-
came the October League, Revolutionary Communist
Party, etc.). This tendency viewed the struggle as a
classic, European-style worker vs. capitalist workplace
conflict, and advocated using trade union reform cam-
paigns to build a party like the 1930s Old Left. China
was seen as the only world vanguard by them.”

Ultimately, for Regis Debray and Tani and
Sera, the failure of a reputedly revolutionary organiza-
tion to take up armed struggle immediately defines that
organization as bourgeois. For this reason, Tani and
Sera skip over any polemic with Maoism in the US.
No where in the book by Tani and Sera is there any
argument why failure to take up armed stuggle is
bourgeois. Hence, the argument must be gleaned from
Jackson and Debray and others.
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V. 1. Lenin, Whar I's to Be Done?

Book Review:

Revolutionary Notes by Julins Lester
NY: Grove Press, 1969

Julius Lester was a Black revolutionary poet
and folksinger who had a column in the Guardian in
1968. The anthor is unaware if Lester 1§ still alive or
not, and if he is alive whether or not he sold out.

This book is an example of the type of literature
that claims 1o uphold both China and Cuba while hav-
ing doubts about the Soviet Union. (p. 162) Despite its
varied influences, there are a number of good points
that the book makes.

For example, Lester criticized the War Crimes
Tribunal held in Stockholm that found the United
States guilty of crimes against humanity. Lester com-
plained that “if the only aim of the Tribunal was to
salve the consciences of a few European radicals, I'm
certain they're sleeping well these nights." (p. 18) He
continued to rail against Sartre for making the issue of
one of “commitment” because both LBJ and Sartre

were “committed.” (p. 19) Instead of viewing the
Vietnam Waras a m of conscience or the legal
systern, Lester held that the fundamental issue was the

oppression of nation and class.

In a similar vein, Lester criticized the flower
children for posing no danger to the imperialists, le-
galist and pacifist illusions, liberal guilt rips by white
radicals, Martin Luther King, personality cults and in-
dividualism.

The only serious problem in the book is a few
pages that atribute too much leftist potential to the
white masses. At one point, Lester counsels students
to stop paying so much attention to Czechoslovakia
and start paying more attention to doctor bills and the
rising price of milk. (pp. 170-71) This kind of
economism would be difficult to justfy even if food,
clothing and shelter were fundamental issues for the
Euro-Amerikan masses. From the Sakai/Edwards point
of view put forward in the last two issues of MIM
Theory, this is an openly counterrevolutionary
position.

For the most part, however, Lester's book
stands on the side of the international proletariat. In the
years that have since 1969, it has become easier
to separate focoism and Maoism. Undoubtedlv neople

stuck in the focoist/Maoist confusion have great revo-
lutionary potential where a conscious effort is made.
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Economic downturn in the USSR

Gorbachev admits virtual

recession in Soviet Union
By MC5

Oneor THE main questions that comes u P in discus-
sions of the Soviet Union is the fact that it seems to
have no recessions or unemployment. This being the
case, how can a Maoist or anyone else call the Soviet
Union capitalist? In Marxist theory capitalist social re-
lations cause recessions and depressions, Either
Marxist theory is wrong or the Sovier Union is not
capitalist according to Western defenders of the Soviet
economy,

Given this choice, one would have 1o say that it
would not be desirable to revise Marxism io say that
capitalism does not cause business cycles, So it seems
that if there are no recessions or depressions in the So-
viet Union, the Western defenders of the Soviet SYsiem
are right and Maoists are wrong,

In the article by Henry Park reviewed below there
are some Maoist answers to this question: 1. Capital-
ism has not existed that long in the Soviet Union, so
give it some time to produce a business decline. 2. So-
viet satellites have had recessions: perhaps the Soviet
Union enjoys an economic heyday dependent on so-
cial-imperialist privilege.

It turns out that evidence for 1 is already accumu-
fating. Economic growth of recent years in the Soviet
Union has ranged from 0% to 4.2% in the robust year
[986. “Stagnation” is the common word used o refer
to the economic situation.

In addition, Gorbachev has promised that by the
early 1990s, government controlled pricing will not
exist and neither will central planning. Orle official said
that the state will only run 25 to 30% of manufactur-
ing.

Gorbachev also predicted that employment would
become more “rational"—in other words, hiring would
be done with a view toward profit and with more
“frictional unemployment.” He has already put for-
ward the view that profits, enterprise autonomy, enter-
prise profit and loss responsibility and bankruprcy will
play an increasing role in the Soviet economy. And not
surprisingly, he believes Marxist theory needs revi-
sion. (New York Times, 6/26/87, 6/27/87, 1/13/88)

To advance all these goals in the face of opposition
from other factions of the Soviet state capitalist class,
Gorbachev has tarred his s0rs with responsi-
bility for recession! By doing some calculations of his
own, Gorbachev found that the Soviet economy de-
clined in the early 1980s. (Gorbachev only came to
power in 1985.)

His motive for doing this is apparently to blame
predecessors for the sorry state of the Soviet economy
and offer his own so-called reforms as the solution.

Buried in a New York Times article is the follow- -
ing astonishing fact: “Emphasizing the need for eco-
nomic change, Mr. Gorbachev said the ECONOMY ach-
ally began to decline in size, rather than eXperence a
slower rate of growth, in the early 1980's. He said this
conclusion was based on calculations of economic
growth that discounted revenue from the sale of oil
abroad and the sale of alecholic beverages in the Soviet
Union." (New York Times, 2/19/88)

Thus, Gorbachev himself has removed one of the
final objections of Western apologists for the Soviet
Union to the argument that the Soviet Union is capital-
ist. The Soviet Union proper is already experiencing
recession.

If it were not for the growing alienation of the So-
viet working class expressed as alcoholism and the
plunder of Soviet natural resources, the Soviet econ-
omy would show a negative growth rate! What a con-
demnation of the Soviet economy! The pivoual sectors
of the economy are alcohol and oil exports!

It seems unlikely that even a die-hard apologist
would try to argue that the growth of alcohol produc-
tion is a good thing. Gorbachev and his predecessors
have made it known that there is a growing alcohol
problem in the Soviet Union.

What about discounting oil exports? This is eco-
nomic genius on Gorbachev's part too; although, he
may not realize it. Oil exports are dependent on the
rate at which the Soviet Union wants to exhaust its
natural resources. In good years, the Soviet Union can
afford to hold on to its oil. Tn bad years it needs o sell
more oil to finance imports. Obviously, the longer the
Soviets hold on to their oil and the more the Soviet
economy develops, the more likely their own economy
will have need for the oil the same way Western devel-
oped economies do now. The point is that the Soviets
can choose when to have their oil, but growth in oil
exports is necessarily a one-shot deal. When the oil is
gone, there is no more growth in that sector.,

By selling oil now, the USSR subjects Soviet oil to
the whims of the capitalist countries” demands for oil.
(The one point a Soviet apologist could make is that
some Soviet oil goes to other East Bloc countries. Sdll,
the apologist would have to make the casg that that ex-
port trade is not conducted on a capitalist basis.) )

So why is it that the Soviets allow growth in oil
exports? First, as stated, other East Bloc countries are
in trouble and need the oil. Secondly, the USSR uses
hard currency from oil sales to buy consumer goods
from the West. Why buy consumer goods from the
West? The reason is that those goods are considered
the best incentives for Soviet workers 1o work. Afier
all, if one earns a lot of Soviet money, but can't buy
anything of interest with it, the point of working for
material gain is lost. '

i When trade with the West grows, it goes along
l with the Soviet capitalist attempt to get Soviet workers
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o work hard with incentives

goods. This is a vicious cycle. Th apitali
cconomy becomes, the more a]iirﬁ.“ﬁ i-grkai;? H‘:
come, The more alienated the are the mors 31-
cohol they drink and the less they work. The less th .
wcurllc the more the Soviet leaders Jook f:;r materia] iE
cenives to boost so-called pmducﬁ\ri[:,r._wcrk:: ..;:':
forts, The more they want Western CONSUMET goods
the more oil they have to sell for hard currency, Tm:r
more oul they have 1o sell, the more they have to par-
tcipate in the Western capitalist economy, This alﬂn
with the use of consumer good incentives causes the
Soviet economy to become more capitalist,

1 the form of COMSumer

__ Asif answering the above criticism (by admit-
ung it by one possible interpretation), Gorbachev said
the following: ***We see that there is confusion in the
minds of some people: Are we not retreating from the
positions of Socialism, especially when we introduce
new, unaccustomed forms of economic management
and social life? Are we not revising the Marxist-Lenin-
ist teaching itself?

‘No wonder that there have emerged
“defenders” of Marxism-Leninism and moumers for
Socialism who believe that both are under threat.”™

{New York Times, 2/19/88)

“MTr. Gorbachev said the economy actually began to decline in size, rather
than experience a slower rate of growth, in the early 1980’s. He said this
conclusion was based on calculations of economic growth that discounted
revenue from the sale of oil abroad and the sale of alcoholic beverages in
the Soviet Union.” (New York Times, 2/19/88)

Given this situation, Gorbachev has found it
necessary to renew attacks on Marxist theory. He does
this because he cannot politically afford to say that the
Soviet Union is capitalist and has experienced reces-
sion and other negative social phenomena. So instead
he says thar Marxist theory is wrong. All these things
that are happening in then?uviﬂ Union are part of so-
cialism, not capitalism.

If there comes to be a serious unempl ot
roblem at some point, Gorbachev will not say mc
oviet Union is suffering the ills of capitalism. In-

stead, he will redefine Marxism to say that unemploy-
ment is necessary at some stage of socialism.

Now that workers are alienated and he needs
more and more Western consumer goods and profit
incentives 1o get enterprises going, Gorbachev does
not say they are adopting capitalism. He says that this
is part of socialist pluralism etc.

In this vein, it is not surprising that Gorbachev
has recently reversed verdicts on Bukharin, who $talin
executed and left in disgrace. The reason for this is
that Bukharin was the foremost defender of the New
Economic Policy of the 1920s. Gorbachev wants to
say that the NEP was not a set of capitalist policies, but
something good for socialism generally. Bukharin told
the peasants to “get rich” using the free market of the
NEP. Gorbachev wants to tell Soviet workers to live
the good life by working hard and buying Western
consumer goods.
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Gorbachev on national oppression
Referring to recent rebellions of different na-
tionalities in the Soviet Union, Gorbachev seemed to
take a Trotskyist line if one interprets “Soviet patrio-
tism” as loyalty to the Soviet form of government and
not a particular people.
“Soviet pamotism is the greatest of our values.
- - Any manifestation of nationalism and chauvinism
are incompatible with it.” (New York Times, 2/19/88)
other possible interpretation is that Gor-
bachev values all Russian nationalism to the point of
being a Russian chauvinist against the non-Russian
peoples of the Soviet Union.

Book Review:

An update on progress in scientific

“Secondary Literature on the Restoration of Capi-
talism in the Soviet Union™

Henry Park

Research in Political Economy

JAI Press, Greenwich, CT, 1987
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Socialism in the Soviet Union
Jonathan Aurthur

Communist Labor Party
Workers Press, Chicago, 1977

Socialism in the Soviet Union is an excellent
book for a revisionist one. This review certainly occurs
10) years oo late, but MIM only found Socialism in the
Sovier Union in 1988! It just goes to show that the
confusion in the international communist movement
because of events in 1956 and 1976 has vet to clear
entirely. There remains much summation of those
events to be done.

In this book, the Communist Labor Party dis-
tinguishes itself from Mao Zedong Thought through an
apparent return to Stalin,

Throughout the book, the CLP pits Stalin
against Mao. What is good about the book is that the
differences are not distorted or ignored as in other
books or revisionist apologies for the Soviet Union.
The book is also fair in citing evidence and arguments
from the Maoist point of view before refuting them.

Indeed, the CLP upholds Stalin and criticizes
Khrushchev, Hua and Deng for revisionism. As the
now-defunct Communist Workers Party was 1o do
years later, the CLP argued as early as 1977 that revi-
sionists in power cannod restore capitalism where so-
cialism has been established. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, this was at least at one point the position of the
Eritrean comrades of the EPLF. It still might be the
EPLF position.

The CLP holds that despite the revisionism of
the Soviet CP, the Soviet people do not allow the revi-
sionists to return to capitalism. Indeed, there is an in-
teresting quote from Stalin that the CLP uses: “The
government may make mistakes, it may make blunders
that may involve the danger of the temporary collapse
of the dictatorship of the proletanat; but that would not
mean that the proletarian dictatorship as the principle of
the structure of the state in the transition period is
wrong or mistaken. It would only mean that the lead-
ership is bad, that the policy of the ip, the pol-
icy of the government, does not corres with the
dictatorship of the proletariat, that that policy must be
changed to comrespond with the demands of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat.™ (p. 130) Aurthur also quotes
Stalin that the party is not the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. Hence, the implication is that the party may be
[ncrnfdncct but the dictatorship of the proletariat may
stand.

According o Aurthur, there has never been a
retrogression in world history from a more advanced
mode of production to a more backward one without a
war. History spirals only upward. Hence, to eliminate
the dictatorship of the proletariat, the revisionists
would have o glundﬂr in such a way as to bring war
on their people.

But how can a spiral only go up? Is it like an
outstretched slinky? Well, then it is like climbing a
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mauntain on a path that circles around. The problem
with such a view is that it is metaphysical. Aurthy
admits the possibility of retrogression through war, so
where is the straight march upward? Aurthur's cﬁti-
cism of Mao's dialectics does echo Stalin's and Enver -
Hoxha's for that matter, Mao's critique of Stalin is
found in A Critigue of Soviet Economics. Hoxha's
metaphysics have been successfully criricized by other
groups including the RCP and PL.

Another point that Aurthur makes, which has
more validity, is that while Soviet laws and policies
may indicate capitalism, they are not the same as real-
ity. "Reforms” such as the Kosygin “reforms” never
gathered any steam according to Aurthur, “Objective
laws of political economy cannot be changed, radically
changed, abolished or negated by decrees, resolutions,
maneuvers, schemes, ‘economic levers,” bargaining,
or the changing of a political ‘line” in a factory, farm or
ming.” {p. 53)

Aurthur out-of-date

To reply to Aurthur on this point it is a matter
of having the correct factual informaton and not just
the frustrations of Western observers wishing for the
day that the Soviet bloc becomes a capitalist depen-
dency of the United States. In order to get this infor-
mation, one could read H. Park's “Secondary Litera-
ture on the Question of the Restoration of Capitalism in
;fu: Soviet Union™ now available from MIM for the
irst time,

Kosygin reforms are a failure only in
Western eyes

Aurthur numbers the main points of the Kosy-
gin "reforms” (pp. 43-4) of Soviet economic organiza-
tion and then parrots hired pens of the US government
to prove that the reform was never implemented, only
decreed. (pp. 45-46) Without reading Bland (1980) or
Park (1987}, one might have difficulty refuting this
claim. Some of the facts that have come to light since
Aurthur wrote his book are as follows:

=Firms retained 40% of their profits in 1969,

«In 1978, half of all investment came from
profits at the enterprise level.

«In 1969-1970, state grants covered only
18.8% of investment. (Park, p. 45)

*In 1976, credit issued by the state 1o firms
“financed 60% of circulating capital.” (Park, p. 46)

According to Aurthur, who could not have had
the above informaton, not even 20% of investment
came from decentralized sources. (pp. 50-1) This is
quite si.\gﬁr]y outdated information.

so according to Aurthur, less than one per-

cent of rade in wholesale producer goods was in the
means of production in 1969, so the Kosygin reform
does not amount to much. (p. 51) Qualitatively, this is
a weak point to begin with because Aurthur does not
tell the reader how fast the means of production have to
change hands before he becomes convinced of the ex-
istence of capitalism. How many times must the means
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of production switch hands in a vear in a capitalist so-
ciety?

In any case, by 1971 “two-thirds of trade
furnover in 1971 was in the means of production.”
(Park, p. 44)

Aurthur's understanding of the Kosygin re-
forms is out-of-date. What is more, one can see from
the nature of the discussion why it is that bourgeois
academics do not keep tabs on the progress of the
Kosygin “reforms.™ Many of the issues involved occur
in Marxist discourse and the changes that oceur are
simply not fast enough (o be of interest to academics
financed by the corporations. Corporations and the
Pentagon want to know if detenté will be profitable.
Will foreign investment be allowed? Will there be a
free market so that foreign goods can compete in a
meaningful way? Will the Soviets allow repatriation of
profits? Can foreigners hire Soviet workers on their
terms? Short of “yes” answers to these questions about

ISm 1n the Soviet Union, He gives the tollowing quote
from Marx: “Surplus-population become i, conversely,
the lever of capitalistic accumulation, nay a condition
[emphasis added] of the existence of the capitalist
mode of production.” (p. 81)

A response to this arguments exists on WO
levels—one factual, and a second theoretical,

First, as admitted by Brezhnev at the 26th
Congress, there is uncmployment in the Soviet Union.
According to some independent calculations it is com-
parable to that found in Scandinavia, (Park , p. 54)

Secondly, given the Sovier bloc's economic
trade, one must consider the possibility that the Soviet
govemnment takes advantage of unemployment in other
countries when bargaining with its own workers, Re-
cessions and worse have occurred in Hungary,
Poland, Ethiopia etc. i

Thirdly, it may be just a matter of time before
classic recessions and greater unemployment occur in

“The Soviet economy grew at a rate of only
one-half of 1 percent last year, as the Soviet
Union cut back its imports from the West and
failed to increase standards of living for its

consumers,

despite the economic reforms of

Mikhail S. Gorbacheyv, according to an analysis
by two U.S. intelligence agencies.” (New York
Times, Business Digest, 4/25/88, p. 25)

change in the Soviet economy, the bourgeois aca-
demics cannot sustain much interest.
What is more, Aurthur's underestimating of the
success of the Kosygin reforms points to another
blem, the problem of seeing revisionists in power
or over 3( years without seeing capitalist restoration,
If the revisionists have made decrees and failed re-
forms for 30 years, and economic growth is decelerat-
ing (to the point where it's been basically zero), then
why don't the workers get rid of the revisionists if
they are in control and not repressed?

Labor-power as commodity
Money still is the form of payment in the Soviet
Union and piece-rate payments do introduce competi-
ton between workers. 56.6% of workers were paid by
picce-rates in 1969, (Park, p. 44) This is contrary to
Aurthur's presentation. (p. 76)

Unemployment
Aurthur contends that since there is no unem-
ployment in the Soviet Union, there can be no capital-

the Soviet Union. Capitalism hasn't been around that
long in the Soviet Union. The historical boom may be
coming to an end. The early expansion of seftler
America certainly saw long periods of labor shortage
that required the uu!;pmmunn' of slaves. Does that mean
that the white lived under socialism? Of course
not. Also, by Aurthur's criteria there is a contradiction
for his Stalin-derived theory that has developed since
1977: massive unemployment exists in state capitalist
China.

On a theoretical level, Aurthur is quite insistent
on equating zero unemployment with no market for la-
bor-power: “(Without the reserve army of unemployed
there cannot be competition for jobs and therefore no
possibility of setting a price [wage] for a labor power
that is not yet ex ed.)" (p. 76) Even on the surface,
this 15 absurd. will always be competition for
cushy jobs. Given one hundred white-collar jobs and
one hundred jobs flipping hamburgers and two hun-
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dred workers, there will still be competinon amongst
workers.

Unemployment can not be the only mechanism
in capitalism that serves as a “lever” w get work out of
workers. If a company guarantees a worker a job for
life, does that suddenly mean that company is socialist
or that the worker has no reason to produce surplus
value? Jobs for life are a widespread phenomena in
Japan, Is Japan socialist? IBM and many industmial
companies give workers jobs for life, Are they social-
ists? In war-time in the United States, fascist Ger-
many, Italy etc. unemployment was low or non-exis-
tent. When competing with other capitalists for world
domination, capitalists do not want any of their work-
ers idle. Does that mean these countnies in war-time
were socialist? It seems that in some historical situa-
tions, Marxists must admit that unemployment does
not even serve as the capitalist class's main bargaining
chip against the working class. It certainly cannot be
the only one.

It is not clear that Marx's quote applies to the
situation in the Soviet Union. Marx was talking about
wage-labor in its most common form. However, as
discussed, the Soviets use a particular capitalist tactic
known as piece-rates. Piece-rates and pay based on
bonuses introduce “competition berween the laborers.”
Piece-rates serve to get work out of workers, not
through the stick but by the carrot.

Having a job in the Soviet Union does not
mean that one receives a standard wage except by do-
ing a certain amount of work, the standards of which
are set up in these competitive piece-rate conditions.
Having a secure job does not mean that a worker does
not feel compelled by conditions (high or low
pay/piece rates) to work more or less than in histher
class interests.

International relations
Aurthur's book came out before the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan and Viemam's antack on Kam-
uchea. The %'.LP believes that the people of the USSR
ve kept the USSR on a socialist despite its revi-
sionist leaders. Why then do the Soviet le allow
thousands of their children to die in Afghanistan in
support of a military-feedal clique? By giving the peo-
ple of the USSR the credit for socialism in the USSR,
the CLP also gives the people the blame for
Afghanistan. What kind of stance on the national
question is that?

How did the people let their leaders hoodwink
them into fighting each other across the Sino-Soviet
border in several battles, if both countries were social-
is1? (p. 144)

Why did the Soviet people allow “history’s
greatest revolutionary betrayal™ (p. 133) in the Congo?
Don't they know that the success of their revolution is
E]T“'?d up with the success of communism internation-
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How can China’s war with Vietnam and Viet-
nam's war with Kampuchea be explained if the peoples
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of these counries have kept all three of these countries
on socialist courses? Don't the peoples of these coun-
tries know that it is not in the interests of proletarians
anywhere o fight each other, never mind the interests
of socialist countries? Who is saying the masses are
asses, the Maoists or the CLP?

Maoists have an explanation for why the
masses have not been able to stop Soviet acts of impe-
rialism—the repression of the masses by the Soviet
leadership. The siruggle between Stalin’s followers
and Khrushchev included struggle over conmol of the
military,

Many successful arguments in the book

Despite the fact that Aurthur's book is incorrect
overall, hopefully Maoists who read it will recognize
the refutation of arguments that Maoists might be
tempted to make but should not make.

Pronouncements of political line that have no
impact on economic reality mean nothing. (p. 17)
Maoists should not say that the mere pronouncement of
line equals capitalism, only that it may signal counter-
revolution in the superstructure which will work its
way into the relations of production as do all revolu-
tions—e.g. French, Russian, Chinese. The super-
structure undergoes revolution first, then the relatons
of production.

Itis suspiciously Christian to oppose material
incentives, simply because they are material incentives
{and not because of their real world derimental im-
pact). (p. 22)

Capitalism i not owning a dacha, (p. 25)
Wealth 15 not the issue, the organization of production
15,

Private plots always existed in the Soviet
Union. (p. 34)

Working at one machine in a factory or on one
plot of ground in the countryside is not equivalent to
owning those means of production. (p. 60)

Considering the difficult conditions in which
the Soviet Revolution succeeded, one can not blame
the Soviet people for a “siege™ mentality. (p. 139)

All of the above points by Aurthur are comrect.

Some simple errors in the book

There are some simple pelitical errors in the
book. For example, Aurthur attributes the following to
the ruling class in the Soviet Union: “They have arisen
under socialism, and the privileges they have gained
were gained under, and in a certain sense because of
socialism, The elite like socialism because it means
they can have their privileges and a working class
whose standard of living is constantly rising, who are
not likely to go on strike, riot, or overthrow the gov-
ernment—as long, that is, as the leadership guarantees
their well-being.” (p. 36) The problem here is that the
matenal well-being of the masses can improve under
capitalism too. There is no reason the leaders cannot
adopt capitalism and improve the well-being of the
masses. In the case of US impenalism, tremendous
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gains in the living standards of the white masses have
been made at the expense of Third World peoples. The
white working class largely allies itself with the impe-
rialists as a result, Economic growth is unfortunately
the call of both communist and capitalist leaders and in
some circumstances both communists and capitalists
can deliver on the promise.

Another error has to do with Aurthur's treat-

ment of bourgeois authorities in the US who comment
on the USSR. He prefers their statements on the con-
ditions in the Soviet Union to those of Soviet officials
themselves because according o Aurthur the Soviet
officials are revisionists who wish they could restore
capiralism but cannot succeed. Hence their statements
are wishful, whereas the statements of bourgeois aca-
demic authorities in the West are not, relatively-speak-
ing according o Aurthur: “a well-informed reactionary
is often much more reliable than an ignorant
‘revolutionary.’ (p. vii) Furthermore, “Amencan
Kremlinologists, whose reputations and salaries rest
on their ability to describe what the situation is in the
Soviet Union, have remarked repeatedly on the failure
of the 1965 reform, and the reasons for the failure.”
(p. 45}
’ Yes, the military, CIA and corporations fund
Sovier studies for their interests, but does that mean
that the descriptions of Kremlinologists are useful to
the international proletariat? The hired pens of the
bourgeoisie are paid to describe Soviet reality as it
compares with the US bourgeoisie’s desire for a free
market Soviet capitalism dependent on the United
States. In this light, it is true that the Soviets’ state
capitalism does not go nearly far enough for Western
tastes. Hell, Chinese dependent state capitalism is not
going fast enough for capitalism according to these
hired representatives of the bourgeoisie. Aurthur im-
plicitly recognizes the truth of this by not citing any
Western academic authorities to describe the realines of
the Soviet military or the roles of Soviet rade unions.
If he had, he would have come to much different con-
clusions than he did.

A similar mistake is made when Aurthur argues
that interest rates of 2.5% on loans to foreign countries
prove that those loans are not capitalist. Aurthur says
the Soviets should deposit the money with Chase
Manhartan to really mai: a profit since Chase would
otfer higher rates.

15 sort of ignorant argument is not common
in Aurthur’s book, so it will be worth refuting. First of
all, the Soviets cannot just deposit money with Chase.
Social-imperialism's competidon with US imperialism
entails keeping currencies relatively separate. It is
difficult for the US imperialists to find things they
want to buy from the Soviets, so they may not have
much use for rubles. Secondly, there 15 an element of
national competition. The loans to other countries in
rubles can only be used o buy products from the So-
viet Union. Thirdly, hasn't Aurthur ever heard of cap-
italist competition? So the new imperialist on the
bloc(k) undercuts the p ‘ces of its compettors. What

else is new? With such rates, the Soviets should be
able to cut put all its competitors on the international
mirket. (Of course, the Western practice of “dumping”
might arise in which case the imperialists will tem-
porarily pay countries to borrow their money. This in
effect is what is happening when Western imperialist
banks wnte off their loans to Latin American coun-
nes.)

In another poor argument, Aurthur says that it
is not conceivable that Soviet revisionists would allow
small entrepreneurs to exist in the countryside. He
points out how large multinational corporations in the
West crush their smaller competitors. He fails to rec-
ognize that there may be a political value that the revi-
sionists see in allying with perty capitalists in the
countryside. (pp. 53-54) Cenainly this is what Deng
Xiaoping is doing. Secondly, the industrial state capi-
talists may consider themselves better served by
smaller enterprises in the countryside. In any case, no
capitalist society i$ monolithic and plenty of mom-and-
pop stores are allowed to exist in the United States de-
spite the existence of national chain stores.

Turning an even debate into a blowout

In 1977, the state of anti-revisionist knowledge
and theory of the Soviet Union and China was weak at
a movement level, The leading proponents of Maoism
were in confusion. The October League/CPML fell for
Hua Guofeng. The RCP was in turmoil and continued
o call Ch;:[n_a ts:ﬂ:néiaﬁst in public. ﬂn]_‘,[:l an isolated ;:;uls_i:-'
group published anything against the state capitalist
counterrevolution in China and that book was neces-
sarily thin on the facts of China’s new economic orga-
nization. It is actually remarkable that Aurthur re-
sponded to the Maoist arguments on the Soviet Union
as early as 1977, Many arguments that Aurthur refutes
were probably incorrect and weak formulations com-
mon among the thousands of Maoists of that ome.

Today, in 1988, it is stll only 12 years since
the overthrow of Mao's followers. It is also only 12
years since the theories of Zhang Chungiao and Yao
Wenyuan accounted for the material basis of the new
bourgeoisie that arises under socialism. It has been
only 12 years that the international communist move-
ment has had to understand its most advanced experi-
ence 1o date—the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
ton.

In 1988, the first comprehensive academic
book on capitalism in China has been in print from a
publisher in Hong Kong less than two . MIM has
distributed a definitive book on the political economy
of China for only four years, and only to a very limited
audience.

It is unfortunate but true that Aurthur’s book
was undoubtedly used victoriously by some of its par-
tisans in struggles against many Maoists and would-be
Maoists. To defeat Aurthur, one would have to have
read W. B. Bland’s book published in 1980 or at least
aé;ngm:,r review of it and other books that came out in
1957,
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Now, however, as works like these come out,
the facts in China and the Soviet Union are speaking
louder and louder. Supporters of Mao and the Gang of
Four can have no doubts about what is happening in
China if they study the issue closely. It 15 perhaps
possible that smoldering in the ruins of socialism in
China and the ebb of the international communist
movement 1§ the science of Marxism-Leninism Mao
Zedong Thought. It is possible that this science will
once again win over the borderline comrades of the
CLP/CWP past. As counterrevolution in China, the
Soviet Union and Viemam becomes more and more
manifest, the science of Marxism-Leninism Mao Ze-
dong Thought will gain more adherents and once again
E-emrn: @ more unified material force in the United

Les,

Fascism spills over from US satellites

The mayor of Los Angeles Thomas Bradley
asked the City Council to post a $10,000 reward for
information leading to the arrest of those responsible
for death squad murders and abductions in LA,

Death squad activists from El Salvador are
killing opponents of the Salvadoran military dictator-
ship in the US. (LA Times, 7/23/87, p. 6)

Available for

the first time!

“Secondary Literature on
the Restoration of
Capitalism in the Soviet
Union” from Research in

Political Economy
By H. Park

This article reviews arguments within self-
described Marxist-Leninist circles. In the process, the
review establishes the existence of state capitalism in
the Soviet Union. It is the best article length piece on
the subject.

$2.50 cash or $2.50 money order or check
with name section blank.

MIM, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-
3576.

Call to do research on Vietnam:

Like the USSR and especially
China, Vietnam turned capitalist

Vietnam has been enacting dramatic economic so-
called reforms. “Foreign investors are now welcome to
set up wholly-owned enterprises in all regions of
Viemam, with the right to place foreign personnel in key
management posidons. . . . The new code additionally
guarantees foreign investors the right to repatriate profits
as well as principal. And the government pledges that it
will not nationalize any enterprise in which foreigners
have an investment.” (Guardian: Radical Newsweekly,
1/20/88, p. 1)

On the domestic side, the new codes call for
worker incentives, wages according to productivity,
shareholding and cost accounting.” (Ibid., p. 13)

The Communist Party head, Nguyen Van Linh
and State Planning Commission and Vice Premier Vo
Van Kiet have a history of setting up private cooperative
enterprises even in defiance of the party. Now they are
the leaders of the party and that in itself is an indication
of capitalist social revolution going on in Vietmnam.

China, the Soviet Union and Vietnam have
enacted sweeping “reforms,” which are so clear in their
capitalist nature that they cannot be called “reforms.”
They are pant of capitalist revolutions going on in those
countries.

The changes in Viemam are a blunt challenge to

the ideclogy of focoists and various cheerleaders of
Third World struggles in the United States including the
Guardian. Recent Guardian articles are perhaps a belated
recognition by the Guardian that Vietnam is capitalist.
On the other hand, the Guardian seems swe up in the
spirit of rhetoric of glasnost and “pragmatic
communism” sweeping the world, which just goes to
prove that there will always be a market for cheerleaders.
In addition, descendants of the Revolutionary
Youth Movement I, such as the Weatherman, are now
Eoing to have to account for their uncritical su for
capitalist revolution in Vietnam. Are Sakai, Tani and
Sera and the Prairie Fire Organizing Committee stll
claimin %‘lt:;h: socialists or communists?
case of Viemam indicates the limitations of
RYM [ type revolutionary nationalism. In fact, the new
attempts to make Viemam another dependent country
demonstrate that revolutionary naticnalists are “false” in
their nationalism,
In future issues of MIM Notes and MIM Theory,
MIM will summarize the concrete changes that have been

going on in the Viemamese relations of pmglu:criun,
Those wishing to contribute to this should write in now.,
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Sectarian Review:

Forward Motion: A Socialist Magazine,
November-December 1987
$3 PO Box 1884, Jamaica Plain, MA
02130.

In this issue, the Freedom Road Socialist
Organization sets forth 118 most recent position in favor
of the Jackson campaign for president. It starts from
the premise that “the major conflict in U.S. politics
today remains that between the Reagan coalition and
the diffuse forces aligned against it.” (p. 1)

The FR50 sees some hope in Paul Simon and
saw hope in the candidacy of Pat Schroeder. Basically
though, the FR50 15 committed to the Jackson
campaign.

MIM Notes readers will notice that the FRSO
says, “There is only Jackson the peace candidate™ in
the very issue that the FRSO should have condemned
the U.5. bombing of Iran and Jesse Jackson's support
of that bombing; although, in faimess Forward Motion

enerally does not deal with current events. (Send
1.50 for MIM Notes no. 33)

Aside from the FRS50's goal of doing
everything to get out the popular vote for Jesse
Jackson, there is also the FR50's idea of using Jesse
Jackson to build up AFL-CIO union memberships in
the South and Southwest. This is perhaps a typical
example of how militants become social democrats in
the United States. The FRSO has discovered that there
15 no major social base in the United States proper for
radical or revolutionary social change, so FRSO
maoderates the revolutionary goals of Marxism while
still claiming to be Marxist.

_The main part of this magazine is dedicated to
interviews with various Chicano and Mexicano
activists. It's a sampling of opinion that is fairly
interestng,

Another article focuses on the merger of
various “Left” groups in Mexico to form a Mexican
Socialist Party. The new group includes members of
group that supposedly traces its roots to Mao and the
Cultural Revolution. The new grouping includes
I;visiunist parties such as the pro-Soviet Communist

arty.

Typical of this group and the FRSO itself is the
following statement: “[t is in practical, day-to-day
work that we must define our politics, and not only in
old theories.” (pp. 33-34) Clearly, the FRSO favors
this kind of unity on a low common denominator.

The PMS in Mexico is said to have 100,000 to
125,000 members.

Finally, this issue contains an article on the
contradictions in the meatcutting industry, As one
would expect from a “Left” magazine, there is no
explanation how meatpacking workers making $9 and
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$10 an hour link themselves to issues other than bread-
and-lbugter-and—"r'CRs- Will these workers work for
revoiution or even social reform or acce 1.

cuts if strikes fail? PHEL S wage
. The alliance of these workers with the US
imperialists leaves little hope for an explosion of anti-
imperialist political activity among these workers, but
Forward Motion does not bother with this problem.

Forward Motion, January-February,
1988 “Organizing in the Changing

_ South™

In this issue, the FRSO and allied organizations
argue that organizing the South is key in revolutionary
work and that the key to that is organizing a Black beit
nation.

The first article is abour efforts to establish
Black majority governments in cities such as
Keysville, Georgia.

The next article by the Amilcar Cabral/Paul
Robeson Collective states many common theses:
*“Black nation in the U.S. South had its origins in the
peniod when the plantation slave economy prevailed.”
-“anc-poi}r capitalism will not permit the development
of an Itllldﬂpﬂn nt national bourgeoisie among Black
*“In all these areas of social and cultural life, the white
U.S. ruling class dominates the African-American
people.” (p. 6)

The FRSO makes its assertion that the United
States is a social formation characterized by the
contradiction “between white supremacist national
ﬂppt‘tﬁ:g;‘h on ﬂl:J_n;: hand, an&ltha forces led by the
oppressed nationalities against that oppression on the
other.” (p. 9) Along these lines FRSO recommends a
struggle for land, unionization and Black political
power.

Another article reviews the trend in Black
ownership which is that by the year 2000 there will be
no Black farms at the current rate. (p. 18) Gary Grant
makes some convincing analysis as to why: “A 1986
congressional study of FmHA [Farmers Home
Administration — ed.] practices in Holmes County,
Mississippi, found that it took the FmHA nearly four
weeks longer to process Black farmers® loan applica-
tions than for white applicants. Furthermore, they
rejected more than twice as many Blacks" requests for
lpans as whites.” (p. 19) As a solution Grant calls for a
political movement to unite small farmers and save
Black land.

Other articles included a discussion of Black
theology, organizing against the Klan, jazz and a
culogy to the late Mayor Harold Washington of
Chicago.
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Overall, the author was not persuaded that this
issue led anyone forward on the question of national
supremacy. With some exceptions — the article on
Black land ownership — the articles seemed to make
assertions of theory and politics for the sake of putting
them out there and keeping them out there. That of
course is important — so is keeping people in touch
with the activities of the Klan, recent trends in the
Black church etc. Ultimately though, this issue of
Forward Motion does little to persuade or weld people
into the conscious political leadership needed today.

Forward Motion, March-April 1988,
“Ireland Today and the Fight for

Freedom™

This issue contains interviews concerning the
struggle for Irish self-determination against the British,
It contains no analysis by the FRSO.

The interviews are well selected to emphasize
the internationalism and anti-racism of the IRA and the
Sinn Fein. Sinn Fein is a political party in support of
the armed struggle for Irish republicanism.

Although this issue does not contain in-depth
analysis of any sort, it contains some basic arguments
on behalf of Irish self-determination.

“We have never asked people outside Ireland o
support the armed struggle. It would be far beuer if
they did, but that isn’t the business we're about. We
ask people to support the right of the Irish people to
self-determination, to support a strategy of de-
colonialization. The principle of national self-
determination is an internationalist and socialist one,”
says Gerry Adams of Sinn Fein. (p. 11)

Furthermore, Adams proves quite aware of the
problem of public opinion in the United States: “The
struggle then is to bring about national self-
determination through a strategy of de-colonialization.
If one doesn’t base one's judgement on that and gets
tied into all the side things then one becomes absolutely
and utterly confused. It'd be, ‘Catholics fighting
Protestants.” It'd be 'IRA rerrorists.” It'd be the British
being benign peacekeepers with their ‘white man's
burden' being carried out by British soldiers in the
streets of West Belfast!™ (p. 15)

Adams is also quite good on the issue of Black
to Irish relations in the US: *1 wouldn't wish to have
support from someone who on the one hand professes
our right as a people for national self-determination,
and on the other hand was denying human beings their
rights on the basis of color or creed.” {p. 14)

A final point of interest is that while Sinn Fein
credits cerain individual politicians in the British Labor
Party, it clearly faults the British Labor Party socialists
for lacking internationalism: “British socialists, have
persistently been guilty of the most heinous crimes
against the Irish people when they get in government.
They helped preside over the H-Blocks of Long Kesh
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Prison. British Labor ministers planted the roots of a
policy which led to the hunger-strikes here. The British
Labor Party got itself involved in a most undignified
and unprincipled alliance with the Unionist Party in
order to prolong its stay in government. And there are
numerous other examples that could be cited.” (p. 9)

MCS3 found this issue enlightening, It should
g0 on the MIM literature list until MIM can find
something better to situate the Irish-British conflict. In
the future MIM should do agitation on this issue,
especially because the Irish republicans are not allowed
into the United States themselves.

New Unionist, “Stock Market Crash
Signal Depression Near,” December,
1987 $.30, New Union Party, 621 W,
Lake St., Suite 210, Minneapolis, MN

55408 (612) 823-2593

This four page tabloid reminds MCS5 of the
International Workers of the World (IWW). It is not
clear what the New Union Party's differences are with
the IW'W or any other leftist group for that matter from
this single issue.

The New Union Party advocates the formation
of "one rank-and-file controlled union™ and a political
party to gain majority electoral support and set up “an
Elmmd ngress of delegates from each industry.” (p.

)

This issue of the paper is devoted o the stock
crash and it is boring, Mostly it consists of a dry
lesson in economics without much originality.

Labyrinth: The Philadelphia Women’s
Newspaper, Vol. 4 Number 6
PO Box 42614

Philadelphia, PA 19101-2614

The lead arvicle is about a convention of 500
women from 40 states in Philadelphia in November
1987. The theme was “The Unfinished Agenda:
Women's Future Under the Constitution.”

Another article talks about the eivil
disobedience in October of over 800 lesbians and gay
men at the Supreme Court. They were protesting the
Supreme Court's decision outlawing sodomy and the
government's “feeble response to the AIDS crisis.”

Overall, this is a liberal/radical tabloid. For
instance, one major theme is that women should vote
themselves some power. One article featuring Bella
Abzug is the epitome of this line of thinking. Yet, there
is no dogmatic assumption that lesser evils is the way
to go for women. A full page ad calls on women to
“help find candidates you can believe in."

This ssive publication appears to depend
on the advertising of the Philadelphia communirty, -
particularly women. It is evident that the tabloid is at
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least partially in touch with the community of
Philadelphia, e

CROW, #25, July 1988, $4.00
checks payable to AFTA, PO Box A,
Wharton, NJ 07885, 130 pp. glossy

covered magazine

CROW is a review of "video, film, television,
music, books, essays™ as its cover suggests. It is not
put out by a Marxist-Leninist group. In fact its anthors
and editor might be happy to be called liberals from
what the reviewer can tell in this issve.

Right from the beginning, the MIM comrade
reviewing this magazine — MC5 — would have to
admit that s/he 15 unqualified 1o review CROW.
CROW largely focuses on “video, film and television,”™
which is not an area of MC5’s expertise.

Still, it is easy to tell that CROW is written
from a knowledgeable and strong point of view worth
ungling with. While CROW is not explicitly Marxist,
it does recognize militarism, classism, racism, sexism
and heterosexism when it sees it. In the cultural field,
this in itself is enough to recommend it.

The cutting edge of CROW is its support of
gay liberation. Several of the movie reviews focus on
the influence of AIDS hysteria in what is coming out of
Hollywood. CROW excels in making subtle
connections and interpretations in and of movie texts.
Readers learn to look for indirect and even
unconscious messages from film producers by reading
CROW. For example, The movie “Fatal Anractions™
is only one of many films that moralizes about how
pnrestrained sexuality brings about horrible
CONSequences. )

Other clues to the line in CROW is its
unabashed praise for the SubGenius Foundation, PO
Box 140306, Dallas, TX 75214. Iis directory of
fanzines informs readers that CROW is hooked into the
so-called marginals network of punks, anarchists,
nihilists etc.

It is also very tempting to call the cultural

critique offered in CROW radical, neo-Freudian. As
Wilhelm Reich, CROW would seem to favor sexual
revolution in a way that is not often heard in the 1980s.
Indeed, some of the reviews point out how the sexual
revolution has petered out since the 1960s. CROW's
critique of the watered down feminism of the 1980s is
indicative. For example, CROW offers a scathing
critir:i;m of feminists working to ban pornography.
(p. 119)
’ In addition to relating the “isms"” to
contemporary culture, CROW has a strong and
consistent point of view because of 1is
uncompromising championing of the libido. This
includes the destructive side of the libido in that
CROW seems to find well-done horror movies to be
socially redeeming.

According to CROW, some horror movies that
are done realistically leave the audience happy to be
alive (p. 8) and more appreciative of the evils of

violence. Too ofien, acconding to CROW, violence is
portriyed as something that characters recover from
immediately (p. 7) — getting a chair broken on one’s
head (John Wayne movies) or similarly a piano
dropped on one’s head (as in Tom & Jerry cartoons),
Ap]l:-aremlly some producers consciously struggle
against this by making violence realistic,

. CROW fills a niche that nothing MIM
distributes does. MIM promotes very little by way of a
criique of contemporary culture. CROW magazine
COvVers very im tareas — visual g —
MIM has left hj'!:;lt;nuntﬂuchﬂd. i il

.. CROW also offers strong analyses and
opinions from a gay liberation point of view.
Therefore, while CROW iz not the revolutionary
Communist magazine on contemporary culture that
MIM would put together if it had the people, it is the
best that MCS5 is aware of in this niche. People who
oppose putting this magazine on the MIM literature list
should write, explain why and offer a beter periodical
that critiques contemporary culture.

Revolution, Spring 1988,

Revolutionary Communist Party
“On the Question of Homosexuality

and the Emancipation of Women”

In discussions and written exchanges with
MIM comrades and countless others, the RCP has
discovered that its line on homosexuality in its program
frequently provokes outrage. The RCP calls for the
“elimination™ of the ideology of homosexuality once
capitalism is overthrown.

That is not to say the murder of gays and
lesbians. In fact, the RCP has said that it opposes all
f“”.“ﬁgf discﬂn:]i:mtiﬂn against homosexuals, Indeed,
anti-homosexual pogromists are part of resurgent
Amerikan Ramboism according to I.'rEe RCP. =

This RCP article is an attempt to rebut the
RCP's critics. Unfortunately, it's really an example of
a theological exercise. At the foundations of this
elaborate construction of Marxist verbiage are out-and-
out bourgeois assumptions. The bibliography of this
wide-ranging and assertive article contains only three
non-party sources, which themselves are referred to
very Epmigtgg?r This lack of research by itself assures
that the RCP’s analysis consciously or unconsciously
leans on the dominant ideclogies of this time.

In very fancy Marxist phraseology, the RCP
says that homosexuality's current function is
ideological and symptomatic of the patriarchy and
decaying capitalism. Gays and lesbians are not
breaking with the patriarchy, only serving as blatantly
reactionary or reformist expressions of it at best.

“All forms of human sexuality — including
homosexuality — are manifestations of underlying
social relations.” (pp. 40-1) Indeed, the RCP treats
homosexuality as an ideology. Most of the article
compares homosexuality with communism and finds
'humuu:uality lacking as a revolutionary vision!
‘Narmow,” “selfish,” and “narcissistic” are the words

13 used to compare homosexuality with communism. 1734



In the one place where the RCP compares
homosexuality with heterosexuality — a footnote —
the RCP only assens the facts of why heterosexual
behavior will continue to dominate for a very long
time: “'Long-standing worldwide significance in the
reproduction of people and production relations,
coupled with the millennia of smbborn traditions.” (p.
45) This is not an ideological line, unless by it the RCP
means that it is futile and therefore bad to challenge
heterosexual relations.

This is an especially embarrassing statement by
the RCP because the RCP admits that “heterosexuality
has never again been free of that stamp of oppression
[of the patniarchy — ed].” (p. 43-4) The RCP
admits it would be “tempting” to toss heterosexuality
out the window for this reason. So what is happening
here — an inability to think past the status quo or an
opportunist silence which takes advantage of the
prejudices of the status quo concerning sexual orienta-
tion?

The RCP has vet to deal with some key
relevant facts. As one of the rwo main reasons that the
RCP cites for the dominance of heterosexuality,
reproduction of the human race is raised. That is
astonishing. Does the RCP not realize that artificial
insemination is a long-standing practice that requires
no sexual relationship? This is not to mention test-tube
babies coming in the future. Sexual intercourse is not
necessary for reproduction and the RCP's ignoring of
this fact is again opportunist silence playing into the
hands of bourgeois ideclogy.

As for the fact that the patriarchy of
heterosexist relations is based on property lineages —
the importance of being able to pass down property
through the generations — this only proves that
heterosexism is a product of class society, not
homosexuality. In fact, by the RCP's line of rea-
soning, if it were factually true that homosexuality
appeared with the decay of capitalism (which it is not),
homosexuality would have to represent the strrings of
a new proletarian order since if can serve no use in the
transferral of properry! Just as the proletariat has no
interest in creating new property relations, only an
interest in abolishing them, homosexuality is a practice
with no possibilities of being tainted by inheritance
considerations! If the RCP has discovered anything by
its analysis of the dominance of heterosexism in
society, it is the exact opposite of what it intended.

In addition, the inheritance practice could be
imitated by gays too. There is no reason they could not
adopt children or use artificial insemination.

Filled with unbacked factual assertions such as
that gay men are mostly middle class, that the
bourgeoisie promotes and practices homosexuality,
that lesbian relations have all the same problems as
heterosexist relations (but to the same degree with the
same statistical frequency one might ask) (pp. 47, 48,
50), this RCP article asks a lot of people’s factual
knowledge. That is tantamount to opportunism on this
issue because the education system clearly preventr
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people from having extensive factual information about
homosexuality,

The research just isn't there for the RCP 1o be .
making all these reactionary assertons.

In any case, there is perhaps one sense in
which it is correct to compare homosexuality with
communism. If heterosexual communists spend less
time thinking about their sexuality and more time
working on stopping World War IIl than do
homosexuoal communists, then there is a problem with
homosexuality. However, how could we call someone
a communist in the first place if his/her first concemn is
his/her own sexual needs? On the other hand, one
might expect a gay or lesbian to concern his/herself
disproportionately (not necessarily mainly) with
discrimination against gays and lesbians in general. Or
looking at it from another angle, would one expect a
South African proletarian to distribute his/her political
Hme to various issues the same way a proletarian in the
US would? Of course not.

So on the surface, one might think that maybe
homosexuals do spend more time involved with their
sexualities than do heterosexuals. [f this is true,
however, it does not show as far as MIM has leamed
in practice. It is this comrade’s experience that the
homosexupal population is better than the heterosexual
population on average in its political outlook. This is
especially true now with the material conditions created
by AIDS, something that the RCP seems aware of. (p.
47} In any case, to prove the opposite contention the
RCP would have to offer some evidence.

Thus, this comrade would like to with the
RCP that sexuvality should not be a dividing line
question. When the international proletariat has yet 1o
protect itself from war and feed and shelter itself,
sexual needs will have to take the backseat.

The RCP may be right that fighting
discrimination against gays and lesbians may be all that
is required to unleash their revolutionary energies. In
the same sense there is a duty to fight sexism to
unleash the struggle against impenalism and war.
People who do not see these duties to fight heterosexist

On the other hand, the RCP's poor presentation
of this issue has convinced this comrade that either
severe ignorance brought about by decades of Marxist-
Leninist neglect of the sexual revolution or nist
capitulation to dominant bourgeois ideologies or both
underlie the RCP’s stance. And, opportunism is a
dividing line question. The RCP does confront some
of its critics’ points head on in this article. For the
most part the RCP argument collapses, but at least the
RCP mried on some issues it hasn't before. Unfor-
tunately, MIM is also aware that the RCP has not ried
on all the issues the RCP has been made aware of. The
RCP is content to let bourgeois ideology fill in the

gaps.
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PERSOMALITY CULTS: INDIVIDUALIST IDEOLOBGY RDOTED IN

CLABS SOCIETY

There is great confusion among Mardist-Llenininisi=s and those
claiming to be Marxist-Leninists concerning the nature of
peraonality culta. The Revolutionary Communist Party rivals only
the Moonie cult in posting meaningless photographs of their
leader. Huge pictures of Bob Avakian are often accompanied by as
littles as a slogan in =mall letters "Revolution in the Bhs, Go
For I&!1"

Ever since the first ruling class formed, there have been
those who set themselves up as exploiters in society based on
magic and other forms of mysticism, especially diwvinity. Magic,
witchcocratt and religion are all eguivalent philosophically
speaking. Thevy all involve idealism.

Whoover makes claims to a role in history does not need a
photograph plastered all over to da so. Mao Iedong’s role in
history is no less despite his saying as early as 1970 that "the
talk about "establishing in & big way® and ‘“establishing in @
special way® is alsoc improper. Afuthority and prestige can be
eetablizhed only naturally through struggle and practice.

They can not be established artificially. Frestige
established artificially will inevitably collapse." {(Committes
for a Proletarian Party now ORU, "Cultural Revolution in

Ehipma, " 121) One cam not help thinking of Avakian®s
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pictures and Bavmond Lotta®™s=s book billed by the RCF as the
first significant deepening of Lenin®= theory of imperialism.
{Revolutijon, Spring 1934, 32}

The resson for the RCP's marketing hype for its literature
and photographs is the old ruling class ideology that denies
that the masses are the makers of history. Unfertunately, the
FRCF flim—flam denies the role of Mao. the Chiness CF and the
Chinese masses in the deepening of Lenin’s theory of
imperialism.

Worst of all, these idealists try to claim a legacy in
Marxism—Leninism Mao Zedong Thought. For the record, Mao himself
did admit to Edgar Snow that a little personality cult was
necessary for the Cultural Revolutionaries to maintain the
dictatorship of the proletariat. However, he changed his tune
radically after he was able (and forced) to do withouwt the
zupport of Lin Biao=-the =z=econd in command to Mao during the
Cultuwral Revolution and a subsequent traitor to that revolution.

In & famou=s letter to Jiang Bing in 1944 that wacs
circulated after the death of Lin Biao, Mao explained that he had
for the first time in his life to make an alliance against his
will. Among other things Mao said, "I would never have thought

that the few books I have written could have such magic powers.

Mow he [Lin Blaol has sung the praises of my works, the whole
country will follow his example. . . . My friend and his

calleagues have presented me with a fait accompli. It logks as if
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there 15 no other cour=e left open to me than to give my
approval." (Organization for Revolutionary Unity, The Cultural
Fevolution in China, 1217 Lin Biao had beern the most powerful
military commander in the country at a time after the Great
Leap when Mao no longer directly held a major government role.
In 1972, Lin died after a coup attempt. GBubsequently, Mao
said in discussions that he only wanted to be remembered as a
tpacher, not a "Great Helmsman” and certainly not the object of
deirfication.

Hao himeelf explained the problem with personality culte.
"The way in which absclute authority is presented is improper.
There hae never been any single absolute authority. All
authorities are relative. All absolute things exist in relative
things. Jjust as absplute truth ie the total of innumerable
railative truths, and absolute trutH gexists only in relative
truthss " (Ibid., 121) To Jjustify a personality cult by that faet
that there are differing levels of truth and understsnding 1 s
to evade what Mao has already addressed.

Mor does Mao ever approve of his being made into a genius.
"To be & genius is to be a bit more intelligent. But genius does
rnot depend on one person or a few people. It depends on a party.
the party which is the wanguard of the proletariat. Genius is
dependent on the mass line, on collective wisdom."
(Ibid., 122} Furthermore, "I am no genius. I read Confucian books

for =ix vears and capitalist books for sever. I did not read
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Martist-Leninist books wuntil 1918, =o how can 1 be a genius?™"

iStuart Schram ed.. Chairman Mag Talks to the Feople, 2932

Proletarian ideology dictates that the masses be given credit
for making history even when priests, intellectusls and the
Bourgepisie try to claim that God., the Id, Ralter Mandale or Hob
fwakian are mahihq history. The task of establishing the
dictatorship of the proletariat is pothing less than the conscious
expropriation of the class that has taken credit for the
inittative and labar of the working classes.

If ever there ware a "genius® or key fighter for class
consciousness, Karl Mary would have to be one. He made his
proletarian stance clear on this issue. "Meither of us [Mar:x
himself and Engels)] cares a straw for popularity. A preof of this
1=, for ezample, that, because of aversion to any personality
cult, I have never permitted the n;mernug expressions of
appreciation from various countries with which 1 was pestered
during the existence of the International to reach the realm of
publicity, and have never answered them except occasionally by a
rebuke. When Engels and I first joined the secret Communist
Society we made it a condition that everyvthing tending to

encourage superstitious belief in authority was to be removed from

the statutes." {Karl Marx in Robert Tucker The Marx-Epgels Raader
Znd ed., 521)

‘L’Eﬁ



SFARTACIST LEAGUE WORKING FOR TWD BOURGEDISIES

The Spartacist League (5L) claims that it is "Marxwiet," but
in reality 1t is merely a louder, more vouthful wversion of the
Communist Party USA (CPUSA). Eoth parties defend the Soviet Union
and both take up the Soviets® reformism. 1n confusing youth., the
Spartacist League renders services to the US bourgeoci=sie that the

aging and ailing CPUSA never could.
SL*S SUBJECTIVE ROLE: MILITANT DEFENSE OF SDVIET REFORMISM

Who says there’s no such thing as a two=fisted liberal? When
the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan, the SL sloganeered "Hail the
Red Army in Afghanistan!'" To this day, the 5L defends the
invasion as raiesing the literacy rate of the fAfghani people. 1+
orne shows an SL member an interview with an Afghani woman who was
raped by the "Red" Army, EL says the invasion 1is justified because
the Soviet workers’ state is against the veil. This kind of
ehit passes for social revolution in the EL"s book because like
all Trotskyists they do not know what social revelution is having
never led one anywhere in the world. Sorry 5L, or not sorry. wWe
will not apologize for what you think is a "Red” Army. FRed Armies
fight for social revolution, not militarized semi-feudalism.

SL's defense of "reform” in Afghanistan is equalled by the
&L's defense of "detente.” Of course, the SL would deny that it
defends the Soviet Union’s form of detente, but this is not

because SL has fundamental disagreements with detente--only the ?L{ﬂ



current vercsion officially e:zpressed by the USSR. The prooi is
the SL's reaction to the showing of "The Day After"-—the wstered
down movie about nuclear war that about 100 million

Americane saw. The headline of the SL"s newspaper article was
"Boviet Nukes Deter Imperialist Holocaust: Nuclear Soap Scares

g

Hell out of America.” (Workers Vanguard, 12/2/BS3y p- = Like

Kautsky, whpo Saw impErialism as & policy and not a system or the
highest stage of capitalism, the SL believes that imperialists
merely have to be convinced to stop their behaviour. Moreover, EL
distorte Karl Marx "‘material force must be overthrown by material
force.” And the material force which prevents the FPentagon from
unleashing megadeath is, first of all, fear of a Soviet second
strike.” (Ilbid., p- 8) Talk about commodity fetishism!
“Love the bomb” and the "bomb keeps the peace” says Reagan and the
L. Marx and Lenin said that only armed revolution could
overthrow colonialism, imperialism and imperialist war. They never
said that inanimate objects could.

Khruschev and later Soviet revisionists
did say that the bomb could keep the peace with the West so0 they
argued for the disarmament of liberation struggles primarily in the
Third World. The revisionists claimed that the liberation
etruggles were a threat to world peace so that they could get
various liberation struggles to lay down their arms; sell out and
cut a deal with US imperialism——a deal that the Soviets would
broker. DOf course, thF just struggles of revolutionaries in the
Third Horld were term;d dangerous by the Soviets, but it was Ok

for the Soviets to arm parallel to the US; invade Afghanistan;
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blackmail Foland and bomb the Eritreans on the Horn of Aftrice, who
are fighting for self-determination against both US and Soviet
imperialiem. To this day, the Spviet CF, the CFUSA and
the 5L argue that Soviet nukes make "pmaceful coexistence” with
us impurial1=¢ poscsible. it wac left to Mao to defend Lemninism
arid the need for revolutionary wWar against imperialist war.

I+ ie not surprising that with this revigipniet understanding
of imperialism, war and pEace, the SL goes on to leach off the
Democratic Party®s charges against Reagan. "Reagan Ie War Crazy”

screams the front page of the SL paper. f(Horkers Vanguard,

1/6/84) No, 5L, Reagan is not crazy. He is doing precisely what
the capitalist class needs. He i® preparing for an imperialist
war to redivide the world with the Soviet bloc at the coet of
holocaust if necessary. Reagan is working in his class
interest--something the SL fails to see with its emphasis on
imperialism as a policy.

SL like all Trotskyists, pisses on the struggle of
oppressed nations for self-determinatien. Afghanistan is cne
case, but Trotskyist chauvinism and racism are best epitomized
in 5L's slogan during the American invasion of GBrenada--"Grenada
for the Cubans'" When thousandes of internationalists took up the
urgent cause of exposing the US invasion of Grenada, all SL could
do was think of ways to divert the movement into the hands of
Soviet social-imperialism or to discredit the movement
altogether.

The same is true of the struggle of the people in Central

America. While the official pro-Soviet Communist Party of El jlq{L



Salvador is calling for & "negotiated settlement® and the laying
down of arms, EL hs=s been sloganesering about "military wictory to
the leftist insurgents!" who EL never names. Even woree than
this attempt to leach off an armed struggle, the SL promotes the
slogan that the Salvadoran leftists need Boviet MIGE. Like
Trotsky, who called guerrilla warfare nGtalinist adventure,” 5L
has no understanding that the guerrillas’™ weapons mainly come
from the cppressor itself. The guerrillas take the weapons O°
those imperialist-backed forces they dgefeat. 5o SL asks
supporters of guerrilla warfare, "what are they going to useE,
sticks?" Like all revisionists, SL sees things--not people and
politics——as decisive. They see Soviet nukes and MIGE as
decisive, but then they wonder why the Soviet Union does not
give Salwvadoran guerrillas MIGS.

SL likes to say what the USSR™s policy should be to defend
its own workers® state or dictatorship of the proletariat. SL
likes to say what the USSR should do to help world Fevolution.,

SL is like the liberal-radical who berates the Democratic Farty
out of the illusion that the Democratic Party will serve the
people it claims to. The Kremlin has different ideas. It calls
its rule the "dictatorship of the whole people.” It does not even
call itself the "dictatorship of the proletariat,” a "workers’
cstate" or a "deformed workers’ state," as SL does. (Question:
what is a deformed worker?) All SL can do is whimper about what
the USSR should be doing.

Sub jectively, SL and SYL (youth group of BL) like to think of

themselves as militant hard-liners opposed to the US. They think
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they know how to defend the Soviet Union better than the current
leadership of the Soviet Union, so they put out pre-Soviet Elogans
that even the Kremlin would denounce--"Grenada for the Cubans” <Tor
giample. Another example is the romanticiem of the S5L°s "Yuri
andropov Brigade" that went to an anti—-klan rally. (Horikers
Vanguard. 2/17/84, p. 2} Not even the CPUSA would name a brigeade
after Yuri Andropov and the CPUSA i1s the pfficial US counterpart
to the Soviet Communist Party! Many people mistake out-Scvieting
the Soviets as ultraleftism, but the trutthh is that even
subjectively, the SL is only militantly defending reform in
Afghanistan, deterrence and illusions about the Soviet Union’s

support of liberation struggles.

DBJECTIVE ROLE OF THE SL: FEI

Db jectively, the SL serves much more ginister purposes. AS
such loud defenders of the Soviet Union, EL discredits all the
events it attends. No one benefits from such an outl andish
defense of the Soviet Union except the FEIL.

The daily practices of the 5L are also well-known. EL finds
it gquite appropriate to heckle Noam Chomsky as he links the US,
Israel and the Salvaderan regime. On the other hand, SL does not
heckle or even protest an appearance by Jerry Fallwell.

In their love of slogans and demonstrations, the 5L takes
pictures of each demonstration and placard=holder. Any serioul
"Marxist"” knows that the FBI and police infiltrate left

organizations. The co-chair of pne Trotskyist group was proved to
TLUH



he FEI. G&o why does SL take pictures--to let the FEBI have them

when the FEI can't take the pictures ppenly themsel ves? Horess,

why does SL publish pictures of people who are not even in their
group? .

Feople who do political work have surely been interrupted
by SL members. Why does SL harass pecple who are passing out
literature on the streets? Since when do genuine HMarxzigte fear
the political activity of the masses? Then why does 5L so often
tell so many different people "to get out of politics?" Are
people not allowed to learn through practice or are all nan—-5L
people supposed to learn politics from 5L's briefcase of
literature?

The answer is the same as to the gquestion of why SL members
threatened one person who had just stopped attending SL meetings.
Two SL members said that it’s DK that he left the meetings because
of disagreements, but the day he called Trotsky a
“epunterrevolutionary,” he would “get a two-by—four over the
head.” SL violence at demonstrations is wWwell known. Objectively
speaking, SL’s attacks on the masses and particularly new
activists is to serve the US bourgeocisie. SL “Maruism" is= service
to US imperialism under a subjective cover of support of Soviet

revisionism.

Rel ated gquestions:

See Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Captitalism

The Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade kKautsky

War and Feace
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Fepple’'s Daily, "Leninism or Social-Imperialism?" Feople’z China

eds. David Milton. Nancy Milton, and Franz Schurmann

Eostas Mavrakis, Dn _Trotshkyism.

"Review of On Trotskyism.”
The Fplitical Economy of Counterrevolution in p 1974=B4, &

loolk at the state capitelist economy that the SL defends.
All of the above and more on Soviet revigionism are available from

Mapist Internationalist Movement Distributors, PD Box 289, Camb.,

MA 02140,
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ON_TROTSKYISM: PROBLEMS OF THEORY AND HISTORY

THE sPARTICIST LEAGUE, SociaL1isT WORKER'S PARTY AND OTHER GROUPS
INCLUDING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS AND VARIOUS FRONT GROUPS THAT HAVE DE-
SCEMDED FROM THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL ALL OPENLY UPHOLD TROTSKY,

KosTas MAVRAKIS, WHO TEACHES PHILOSOPHY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS VI,

EXPOSES [ROTSKY, TROTSKYISM AND IROTSKYISTS IN On TROTSKYISM FOR

:gppusst GUERRILLA HAHFiRE & A MAJOR ROLE FOR PEASANTS IN REVOLUTION
ALSELY CLAIMING TO BE LENINIST OGMAT I SM
®SFEWING OUT ANTI-COMMUNIST AND ANTI=-SOVIET LITERATURE

LOGANEERING WITHOUT A FIRM UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIALISM

EVER ACCOMPLISHING REVOLUTION ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD

Trotsky's most well-known defense of himself is that he and cther
true Leninists are the wvictim of Stalin and his feollowers. However,
without evaluating Leninism or Mavrakis' Maoism in this leaflett, one
can easily see that Trotsky is not only not an innocent Leninist, but
also that he was often outright counter-revolutionary and anti-Lenin;
even though, Trotsky had the power and administrative skills to have

a large role in the Soviet revolution. In fact, Lenin criticized Trotsky
for "the sin of excessive confidence and an exaggerated infatuation with

the purely administrative side of things." (p. 56)

Trotsky, on his side said the following of Lenin before the revolu-

Eior: "All Leninism at this moment is based con lies and falsifications

and bears within the germ of its own decomposition.” (p. 8) Also, Lenin

according to Trotsky was "the leader of the reactionary wing of our
Party" and "a hideous caricature of a malevolent and morally repugnant
Robespierre." [(p. 5%) Later, Trotsky is condemned at the 13th Party
Congress just before Lenin's death. Despite high=-level movements to
gxpell Trotsky from the Communist Party (CP), Stalin opposes the purge
of Trotsky.

Then, two years later, Trotsky forms an opposition faction in the
governing CP. 1In his "Clemenceau declaration,” Trotsky promised to do
his utmost to overthrow the Soviet government in time of war. 1In fact,
he flip flops on whether the Soviet government should be overthrown
because it is bourgeois or for a different reason, but at one time he
said the Soviet people should "deal with the Stalinist bureaucracy as

in their day they dealt with the Tsarist bureaucracy and the bourgeoisie.”

(p. B0) After Trotsky's "Clemenceau declaration” of July 1926, Trotsky

lost most of his posts until he was finally expelled from the CP November

15, 1926. (p. 12)

Yet, Trotsky was not done with his undermining the fledgling revolu-
tionary state. Trotsky (who is quoted by people such as Milton Friedman's
mentor, author of The Road to Serfdom, Hayek) commented to the St. Louis
Post Dispatch that "The political regime of the USSR is not a new soclety

but the worst caricature of the old." (p. 78) Calling the USSR "the
totalitarian abomination," Trotsky noted that fascist states and the
USSR were "symmetrical phenomena" which "show a deadly similarity in
many of their features." (pp. 78-39) Purthermore, "Soviet forms of

property (italics mine) on a basis of the most modern achievement of

(over) (Weiten by Hewey fock | duinicy 8-12)
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American technigue transplanted into all branches of economic life--
that indeed would be the first stage of socialism." {p. 75)

Trotsky's idea of socialism seems far from any standard notion
and it certainly is not Teninist. Lenin noted that proletarian state
power and cooperative production relations are necessary to socialism.

He does not include international revolution as one of the things "ne-
cessary to build a complete sccialist society” as Trotskyists do. (p. 27)
Moreover, legal "property forms" and planning are not the keys to social-
ism just as Hitler Germany, Nasser Egypt and current South Africa are

or were not socialist. Ewven further, "politics must have precedence

over economics” according to Lenin. Meanwhile, Trotsky believed forced
labor "would reach its highest degree of intensity during the transition
from capitalism to socialism” and militarized labor "ig the basis of
socialism.” (p. 44)

Self-reliance does not occur to Trotsky as a major option for single
revolutionary states as he admits: "But, in elaborating the theoretical
prognosis of the October gevolution, I did not at all believe that, by
conguering state power, the Russian proletariat would execlude the former
Tearist empire from the orbit of the world economy.” (p. 30) In addi-
tion, "capitalism has converted the whole world into a single economic
and political organism.” (p. 179}

According to Trotsky, "the living historical process always makes
leaps over isolated "stages" which derive from the theoretical break-
down into its component parts of the process of development in its en-
tirety." (p. 178) Therefore, an economically backward country must
wait for the advanced countries to lead on. Socialism in the non-
Western countries is an absurd notion because "the example of a back-
ward country, which in the course of several Five-Year Plans was able
to construct a mighty socialist society with its own forces, would mean
a death blow to world capitalism, and would reduce to a minimum, if not
zero, the costs of the world proletarian revolution." (p. 30}

Indeed, any peasant dominated country would have to wait because
"the town is the hegemon of modern scciety and enly the town is capable
of assuming the role of hegemcn in the bourgeois revelution." Trotsky
goes out of his way to include "the East, china, India, etc." (p. 134}
Furthermore,

"Many sections of the working masses, particularly in the countryside
will be drawn intoc the revolution and become politically organised only
after the advance-guard of the revolution, the urban proletariat, stands
at the helm of the state. Revolutionary agitation and organisation will
then be conducted with the help of state resources."” (later in same book)

"In such a situation, created by the transference of power to the
proletariat, nothing remains for the peasantry to do but to rally to
the regime of the workers' democracy. It will not matter much even if
the peasantry does this with a degree of consciousness no larger than
that with which it usually rallies to the bourgecis regime.” (p. 24)

In contrast, Lenin wrote that the revolution was accomplished first
"with the whole of the peasants against the monarchy" and only later
did the revolution move on, with the peasants, to build socialism. (p. 22}

Since energy must be focussed in the West, guerrilla war is con-
demned by Trotsky: "It must be said openly: calculations based on guerilla
adventure correspond entirely to the general nature of Stalinist policy."”
(p. 146) Finally, Trotsky, who died in 1940 before most Third World
liberations took place wrote “"the revolutionary centre of gravity has
shifted definitely to the West." (p. 181}

+——"The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various
ways; the peint, however, is to change it."™ (Marx, "Theses on Feuerbach")
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THIRD DRAFT OF CRITICISM OF THE RCP

{MIM)'S formation represents a challenge to the RCP USA. MIM is setting out to build a
vanguard party based on Mao Zedong Thought. Eventually, everyone who supports the RCP
will come into contact with MIM,

I the past, the RCP, the Black Panthers, the Progressive Labor Party and other
groupings have served the role of the most advanced party in the US at one time or another.
It is disappointing to see the RCP tend to follow other groupings in dropping the banners of
the Gang of Four, Mao and Stalin.

Problems in the RCP go beyond the ebb in the International Communist Movement
(ICM). The RCP has adopted some incorrect tendencies in its view of party-building.
Pictures of Bob Avakian, the chairman, are plastered all over much in the way Mao's profile
was deified by Lin Biao. The entire political content of such posters, which may have as little
as the slogan "Revolution in the 80s, Go For Itl" on them, is that heroes are THE ANSWER,
especially for the vacillating petty-bourgeoisie which finds itself in need of an anchor. For
Marx's and Mao's criticism of personality cults, see "On Personality Cults.”

Of course, the RCP doggedly defends its pretty photographs with the line that the RCP is
merely recognizing the role of leadership, the conscious element and the vanguard party. In
reality this amounts to Liu Shaoqi's formalistic line that anyone who attacked him or his allies
was "anti-party.” The photograph game is a mockery of Mao's line on personality cults and
hig view of political line as o to party organization for its own sake as decisive, The
reduction of politics to mass adulation for a fetish is an insult to both politically backwards
and advanced people.

However, if the mindless cult around Avakian were the only problem with the RCP, then
all advanced people would have to struggle within the RCP to erase a minor blemish on a
party that is obviously deeply involved in making revolution. The real problem is that the cult
15 a symptom of a division of labor within the RCP which is ultimately rooted in a "left”
economist line.

The RCP does not hold state power; therefore, it is not generating a "new” bourgeoisie
within itsclf. Nor does the personal prestige of leaders within the RCP serve as more than a
partial basis for the problem of the RCP's line,

Owerall, it still must be stressed that the RCP is not the main enemy. Not even the
CPUSA 15 the main target of revolution in the US, The bourgeoisic does not primarily reside
in any party in the US except for the Democratic and Republican parties. Even if the RCP
were dishonestly claiming the banner of Marx, Lenin and Mao, it would be incomrect to
unleash our major blows against the RCP. MIM rargets the US Government above the Ku
Klux Klan and other disgusting organizations. The best way to knock the wind out of the
sails of the RCP is to do just this.

The purpose of this essay is to spell out some differences between the MIM and RCP line,
especially for those people interested in Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong Thought (MLMZT).
There are many honest people in the RCP struggling to grasp MLMZT.

DEFINING THE BASIC PROBLEM OF THE RCP'S LINE--
"LEFT" ECONOMISM _

Economism is an incomrect view and practice relating the vanguard party to the broad
masses and their daily struggles. Tt is rooted in the doctrine of economic determinism and
was especially strong in the Second International, which spawned today's reformist
Socialist International and groups like the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA).
Blzsicﬂly, ECONOMIsts expect economic conditions to serve up political change on a silver
platter.

Rightist economists cheerlead for wage struggles as tantamount to revolution.
Cheerleading for various struggles while keeping one's revolutionary opinions to oneself,
saying what people want to hear and otherwise losing militance is more generally known as
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opportunism or tailing spontaneous (politically unconcious) struggles. This "right
opportunism” is the main danger in the party-building process in the world.

Although the RCP defends its line in Lin Shaoqgi fashion, MIM is currently of the
opinion that the RCP's deviation from communism is a "leftist” confusion of the
relationship among the international conjuncture (and the basis of revolutionary
opportunity), class, the base of the vanguard party and political line.

Quite typically, in its very document intended to make a break with economism, the
RCP states that "the poorer they are, the more people want revolution.” Fine, but then the
RCP says its "firmest base” is among people "who feel it most.” Already thisis a
bourgeois liberal-guilt sort of line, Furthermore, it is an empiricist line especially given the
decisiveness of the superstructure at this time. (See "On the Crisis of Marxology and
Economism,")

The RCP does not mean to say that India and Bangladesh are automatically in a
revolutionary situation. The RCP stands head and shoulders above other parties in
understanding that at this time it is the contention between the rival imperialist blocs and the
self-destruction which this implies that provides a chance at making revolution against
weakened states.

Still, the RCP has not made the link between the desire for revolution and the ability or
freedom to make that revolution. The question is why if the poorest want revolution most
they do not make it. Clearly the answer is that they do not have the opportunity or freedom
to do so. The state is the most obvious reason why: The police, army, prisons, family and
other repressive institutions oppress the poorest most of all.

To this the RCP says that we must work "from the revolution back." Thisisa
profoundly un-Marxist notion, exactly the same as Trotsky's idea of waiting for pure
proletarian insurrection. The vanguard party will have to have support among the workers
who will control the most strategic parts of the US. However, the way to obtain this
support is not to tail after workers or wait for them. The only waiting that has w0 be done is
for the bourgeoisie to get further involved in the current WWIIL As the bourgeoisie
destroys itself, the proletariat and the vanguard party need only collect bids for the rope
contract for the hanging.

God, Avakian and the Moonies do not offer real world solutions, The revolution will
be made with what's at hand, not a miraculous intemational conjuncture brought about by
obscurantist leadershap.

"Left" economism is manifested in a constant oscillation between viewing the masses as
asses and believing that the masses would step forward automatcally if there were a heroic
example. "Left” economism is different than right economism only in that its result is more

aggressive organizing.
Of course, the RCF's own "left” economist line is that the masses are asses. In an
article in the Revolutionary Worker, the RCP the masses of the US to the

inhabitants of one giant insane asylum because of their lack of understanding of the
situation in Central America. It is true that the American public does not know what side
the US is on in El Salvador and Nicaragua, but that is a result of the bourgeoisie's
domination of the means of communication and information, not the inherent stupidity or
insanity of the masses. Mao saw clearly that it does no good to attack the masses, but it
does give the bourgeoisie the chance to rule in place of the masses. That is why the
ultraleft arack on the masses is “left” in form but ultracght in essence.

The “masses are asses” line results in commandism and attacks on the masses. Since
according to this line there is an incredible gap between the politically conscious leaders and
mere followers in the party and amongst the masses, leaders order their followers around to
make sure m:"cm'ecg' thing is done. What is missing is any attempt to mobilize the
masses through Mao’s mass line. Pushed to exremes, the “masses are asses” line resules
in treating the masses as the enemy. Indeed, the RCP would do well to take a look at "On
Handling Contradictions Among the People.” To attack the masses as anti-party is to
support a non-Marxist line.
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The spontaneous generation of revolutionaries line results in the push for a party of
heroes to spark the masses. This point of view also justifies commandism within tﬁe party
since superheroes do not want lower-ranking party members 1o mess up any chance 1o
spark the masses. If macho, superhero leaders order around lower level party members in
the short run, this is justified by imminent mass rebellion seeking divine leadership
according to this line.

In any case, the "left" economist line justifies the personality cult, a stifling division
of labor, commandism and in extreme cases, attacks on the masses.

The ways economism and workerism are expressed by the RCP to youth are many.
One is that "youth can not lead the revolution,” This is not correct. Precisely because youth
do not form a class but a strata, they can lead revolution. Contrary to some RCP circles,
not all youth are "crazy" (ready to step forward, but in need of heroic leadership) and
unable to make revolution in the long run. Any strata can lead the revolation. There are
female, Black and youth leaders of revolution. There is no formula for saying which strata
will contribute the most proletarian revolutionaries.

Another ally of economism is the theory of productive forces-—-another determinist
view. This is used to defend tailing after workers. In this view, those people that do not
have the correct relationship to the means of production can not lead the revolution, since
ultimately, development in the productive forces spurs revolution.

In another variant of the theory of productive forces offered by Liu Shaogi in his
ultraleft form, the masses are so culturally backward, that they are in sore need of
rectification by correct party leaders, who see to the growth of the productive forces
themselves since the masses are so incompetent. Of course, this sort of elitism is not much
different than the ideclogy of leave-it-to-the-market (i.e. ruling class) found in the U.S.

In contrast, MIM believes that class struggle, mainly over the state at this ime
constitutes the most important part of relations among people and classes in general.
Furthermore, at this time, ideological and political line largely determine one's relationship
to the very means of production.

Mao said that "ideclogical and political line are decisive in everything." Experience and
cxpertise are not the requisites for fighting and upholding the dictatorship of the proletariat;
otherwise, how could anyone in the United States be a socialist? The empiricist explanation
of youth's inability to lead revolution must be thoroughly exposed and rooted out. Line not
experience is decisive. Also, empiricism must be linked to the pragmatist line of expertise
in command or that “politics must serve economics,” which is the line in Beijing right now.

ACCELERATING ATTACKS ON MAO

Since the RCP has a lot of trouble being the banner-holder for Mao in the US, it is not
surprising that RCP leaders have taken to attacking Mao in between the lines. In a chapter
right out of recent Chinese history, Avakian started an attack on Lin Biaosts in the closing
pages of his Farvest of Dragons. Now, people who have studied recent China know that
since 1972 the revisionists have attacked Mao and the Four by targetting Lin Biao alone and
not as part of a general succession of revisionists in the Chinese CP led by Liu Shaoqi.
Today, Deng and Co. always mention the Four and Lin Biao in the same breath while
omitting references to Liu Shaogi, who the revisionists have rehabilitated.

Avakian appears to be attacking Lin for overestimating the revolutionary potential of
the Third World. (Harvest of Dragons, 150) This is not justa typical Trotskyist refrain on
Avakian's part. Something about Lin Biao has been worth singling out in Avakian's first
article in Revolution and in his Conquer the World. In the closing pages of Harvest of
Dragons Avakian criticizes people who are always talking about the "masses, the masses,
the masses." (p. 147)

Who are these mysterious people? They are none other than followers of Mao and the
Cultural Revolution. Mao himself often used the phrase "the masses, the masses, the
masses” in calling for daring leadership of the masses, self-education and the steeling of
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youth in revolutionary struggles which necessitated contact with the masses and the
carrying out of the mass line:

‘The ultimate line of demarcation between the

revolutionary intellectuals on the one hand and

non-revolutionary and counter-revolutionary intellectuals on the other

lies in whether they are willing to, and

actually do, become one with the masses of workers and

peasants. (Mao in 1939 in "The Orientation of the Youth Movement,”
Peking, 1960, p. 9)

Moreover,

What should be taken as the criterion of judging whether a youth is a revolutionary 7
How shall we make him om? There is only one criterion, namely, to see whether he
is willing to, and in practice does, unite and become one with the broad masses of
workers and peasants. (Ibid., 9, 10)

In the creation of his bourgeois-style political machine, Avakian has found it necessary to
piss on Mao's profound contributions relating the masses to the vanguard party.

The RCP is also no longer excited bﬁ]‘l‘[ﬂﬂ's contribution to the proletariat’s
understanding of imperialism. The RCP calls Raymond Lotta's book America in Decline
“The First Significant Deepening of Lenin's Theory of Imperialism.” (Revolution, Spring
1984, 52) Apparently the united front n%iim Japanese imperializsm is not applicable in the
world as a whole. (Revolution, Spring "84, 20) The two stage revolution of the semi-
feudal and semi-colonial country just seems like no fun for Avakian anymore. Indeed, it
seems there were several anti-imperialist revolutions (unnamed of course) that Mao was
screwing up for not coordinating in an International. This of course was again a result of
Mao's national chauvinism according to the RCP. "Maocism without Leninism is
nationalism (and also, in certain contexts, social-chauvinism) and bourgeois democracy.”
{Conguer the World, 38)

Moreover, “lmagine, for example, what it would have been like if the revolutionary line
in China had been more clearly and firmly an internationalist one.” (Ibid., 44) In addition,
The "Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement” cosigned by the RCP is
in general better than any of the RCP's literature in regard to criticizing Trotsky at least as
much as Stalin, the role of the masses and anti-imperialist sruggle and the relationship of
economism in both "left” and right forms to the international situation, However, even in
this document there is an attack on the Chinese CP under Mao for its "exaggerated
undcrsmdin%ufdlen:gaﬁw aspects of the Comintern.” What were the Chinese supposed
o doin 19637 Ally with the Soviets? Who were the genuine organizational units that
needed an intemnational body? Why should the CPC open up parties to artacks from the
Soviets (and US) just for the sake of visible unity? By 1972, the bourgeoisie had control
of China's foreign policy through Zhou Enlai. Why should Mao push for an International
led by Zhou and Deng? Weren't millions of copies of the works of Mao distributed
internationally? To say that the Chinese did not support revolution internationally is just
pure slander. The Chinese shed their blood in Korea and sent arms and other aid to the
Viemamese. These were the most significant revolutions to actually occur. Does the RCP
want to play the Trotskyist game of blaming Mao/Stalin for the failure of world revolution?

Most grievous of all the attacks on the most important aspects of Mao's Thought and all
of Marxism-Leninism is the RCP's between the lines dismissal of the Cultural Revolution
in China. Besides widespread ignorance of Lin Shaoqi within the RCP coopled with
Avakian's attacks on Lin Biao and disdain for Mao's views of the masses, the RCP
downplays the most advanced and pathbreaking experience of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. Avakian is fond of saying that it is easier to establish the dictatorship of the
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proletariat in the backward countries but that it will be easier to uphold the dictatorship of
the proletariat in the formerly imperialist countries. ‘What a massive illusion! What
Eurocentrism! In fact it will be harder for many reasons. One is that the masses of the
imperialist countries have long been been bribed with superprofits and depoliticized.
Another is that they will not get the chance to engage in protracted guerrilla warfare.
Insurrection will be brief (compared with that in China) and necessarily focussed in the
army, navy and airforce. The armed forces will be more thoroughly hardened and
professionalized than in any Third World country. Avakian says there will have to be a
professional army after the revolution in the US to uphold the dictatorship of the proletariat.
He pisses away the lesson learned in China—-that the professionals in any part of the state--
army, navy and airforce and bureaucracy--form a real material basis for the generation of a
bourgeoisie in the party. The armed forces in the US will be a thousand times worse than
the Red Army of the Long March as a basis for the generation of a new bourgeoisie in the

The RCP is also soft on Chinese revisionism, There is rarely any concrete exposure of
the Chinese "reforms” since Mao in the Revolutionary Worker. Nor has the RCP done any
major in-depth or theoretical work detailing those changes. As of 1987, the RCP has yet to
concretely show what it is that is concretely happening in China in our own lifetimes.
Avakian’s theoretical treatments of the coup in China are nothing but camouflage for his
unwillingness to really expose the internal workings of Chinese state capitalism.

The RCP's line is that China could not help becoming revisionist because extemal
forces are decisive and China was alone with Albania against the world capitalist system.
The RCP correctly initiated discussions within the party about the coup in 1976, but it
never really stressed that China is state capitalist. Revolurion and Counterrevolution leaves
the question at the stage that China is on the capitalist-road and should be described as
socialist in public practices of RCP activists, With the publication of The Capizaiist-
Roaders Are Still on the Capitalist-Road in 1977 by a non-party study group, one wonders
why the supposed vanguard RCP took so !nné:n come to its position in favor of the
Cultoral Revolution and the Gang of Four in China. Was there really a process that needed
two or three years of struggle in the RCP or was the RCP leadership waiting to see what its
competitors in the October League/CPML would do and who would get the China
franchise?

More recently, in America in Decline, Raymond Lotta downplays the significance of the
coup in China. As discussed elsewhere, Lotta is trying 1o imply that World Wars alleviate
the crisis of imperialism and restructure the world for another round of accumulation. This
is fallacious to begin with, but Lotta adds that China's entrance into the Western bloc "has
had no leavening effect on crisis,” as if anything but the dictatorship of the proletariat
could. However, even though war is aimed at the redivision of the world, Lotta does not
see that the coup in China is the equivalent of a war fought by US imperialism for the
allegiance of a large country with influence in many liberation struggles to boot.

The RCP also artacks the Chinese experience with the party and the conscious element.
Even in his defense of the Gang of Four, Avakian délivers pretty faint praise: "Perhaps
they were not as good as Stalin." (RCP, Revolution and Counterrevolution, 22) (Of
course, Mao's grade for Stalin was 70.) And the context this comes up in is "the sphere of
correctly distinguishing and handling contradictions between the enemy and the people and
contradictions among the people.” nl%bid,j Clearly Avakian is implying that the Cultural
Revolution was characterized by attacks on the masses similar to Stalin's purges and that
the Four are to blame. Mr. Avakian, who was it that developed the theory of continuous
revolution? Who was it that saw that attacks on impurities among the masses were useless?
Who saw that class struggle continued under socialism? Avakian seems to have done the
necessary work to claim the banner of the Four, but little statements between the lines
reveal his own analysis. Jiang Qing "I believe, was capable of more than a little
subjectivism.” (Ibid., 104) This of course is with no evidence or even an anecdote, It
also plays into stereotyped thinking about women. Finally, Avakian gets a kick out of an
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RCP CC member's statement "well, war is approaching and we don't have a socialist
country to defend, thank god."” (Revolution, Spring '84, 15) With that flippant an attitude
to the most important experience with socialism to date and that much disdain for the
development of the conscious element, it is no wonder that the RCP finds itself "thanking
god" and Avakian every day.

Mao made it clear that the liberation of 1949 and the Cultural Revolution were the two
most important accomplishments of his life. The RCP leaders seem to be quietly dropping
the lessons of the GPCR and relegating the Chinese’s theoretical contributions to the
struggle against imperialism to irrelevance.

ATTACKS ON STALIN, SOFT WORDS FOR TROTSKY

As one would expect, the RCP's counterfactual and baseless speculations reach new
heights in discussions of Stalin. Basically, the RCP rejects the united front. Again itis
interesting to consider that maybe the alliances of WWII made by Stalin were not in the
interests of the proletariat. One suspects that this idea of ﬁ%hﬁng on one imperialist side
against another might be a bad thing, but once again the RCP proves itself master of
innuendo and unproven assertions.

The Trotskyists and other bourgeois critics of Stalin like to point to the 1939 Non-
Aggression Pact that Stalin made with Hitler. None of these critics like to point out that in
the next few years it was Stalin's army, not the British, French or American army that
turned the tide against Hitler and won the war.

Raymond Lotta finally acknowledges this in America in Decline. (p. 212) 5tll, the
RCP argues that overall the balance of WWII was not good for the socialist countries or
even progressives. (Avakian, Revolution, Spring '84, 12) Gentlemen, we are not
dogmatists, but what would you have done? Better yet, since you benefit from hindsight,
who would you have supported at the time instead of Stalin?

Off hand, Stalin is right that the bourgeois democracies if left to themselves do not have
any overriding interest in preventing fascism. It is also well known that Hitler wanted
Britain by virtue of its racial heritage to be a parner in imperialist plunder. Hiter also did
not expect to fight the US for top dog status right away. He saw a role for Americans too.
So why couldn't the bourgeoisie have divied up the world including the Soviet Union?
Churchill is known to have considered it very seriously. When Britain was losing in 1941,
what was there to lose? In no case would Hitler or Stalin have had the illusion that they
could be in harmony in the long run. Before Hitler sent the Jews off to concentration
camps it is known that he had all the communists killed. Nor did Stalin ever have any
illusions about the West. He did not exactly pack in his game in Eastern Europe or in the
Cold War that ensued WWIL

The scorecard for WWIL, as it probably will be for any World War, was favorable for
socialism. China broke through thanks to Japanese imperialism's battering of China and
war with the US. Britain's international desperation made it lose its grip on the colonies in
a way that at least allowed for upsurges often in the guise of fighting fascism. Albania
broke through. It is true that communism fared poorly in Western Europe. The RCP has
detailed this fact in their journal the Comemunist. Still, the contention of the imperialist
blocs could easily have become the division of the Soviet Union, China and the rest of the
world. The RCP denies this as part of its elevation of interimperial’st rivalry to theoretical
hﬂ-:::ilghts above the other three contradictions Mao cited as most important in the world
today.

THE RCP'S REINTERPRETATION OF LENIN

The RCP's favorite hiding place is Lenin's What Is To Be Done?, where Lenin
discusses the necessity of having a vanguard party. A tired RCP refrain in defending its
metaphysical disdain for the concrete and the particular is that "you must not understand the
need for leadership and a party.” This party for its own sake line reaches its highest
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heights in the defense of Avakian's photographs. Essentially, the RCP accepts the popular
bourgeois interpretation of Lenin's struggle for a vanguard party as a struggle for a
bourgeois disciplinary body 1o check the democratic tendencies of the masses.

The RCP's "left” economist line leads it to its view of the party as merely a bourgeois
disciplinary body, This is the oot of commandism and their line of experts in command.
The experts line is shown in the RCP emphasis on a division of labor within the party and
in the deification of party leadership. One RCP representative has been so thoroughly
mystified as to say that Raymond Lotta (an RCP leader) is just not available for forum
discussions. He is just so high up that the masses could hardly hope to see him in the
flesh, However, when it comes to selling Lotta's book America in Decline, Lotta is, as it
turns out, a national lecturer,

The RCP's one-sided emphasis on discipline in the party is shown in its one-sided
attacks on Charles Bettelheim, In the Communisz, the RCP attacks Bettelheim as non-
Marxist based on all Bettelheim's works prior to his third volume of Class Struggles in the
[/55R in which Bettelheim does finally call the Russian Revolution a capitalist revolution.

The recurring theme of the article in the Communist is that Bettelheim is a bourgeois
democrat who does not uphold party discipline and the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Indeed, the RCP comes right out and says that oppression of sections of the masses is
necessary to uphold the dictatorship of the proletariat. (The Cormunist, no. 5, May 1979,
203) In contrast, Lenin stressed that the dictatorship of the proletariat was an "alliance” of
the proletariat with other classes between itself and the bourgeoisie. It is an unequal alliance
led by the proletariat, (Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 29, p. 381) but no Marxist has ever
called for the "dictatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie and a section of the
masses.” Indeed, the RCP is directly contradicting one of Mao's five most important
essays on philosophy: "Dictatorship does not apply within the ranks of the people. The
people cannot exercise dictatorship over themselves, nor must one section of the people
oppress another.” (Mao, "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People,”
Selected Readings from the Works of Mao Tserung, 436)

The RCP’s critique of Bettelheim has other examples of in-between-the-lines
attacks on Mao. The RCP objects to this quote from Betelheim. " In brief, a maling party
can be a proletarian party only if it refrains from imposing orders on the masses and
remains the instrument of their inidatives, This is possible only if it submits fully to
criicism on the part of the masses, if it does not try to impose "necessary” tasks upon the
masses, if it proceeds from what the masses are prepared to do toward the development of
socialist relationships.™ (Ibid., 220) The RCP must want to impose socialism on what it
views as the ignorant masses. The RCP even disagrees with this almost exact paraphrase
from Mao: "The only " guarantee’ of progress along the road to socialism is the real capacity
of the ruling party not to become separated from the masses.” (Ibid., 221)

The reason for the RCP's 63 page attack on a professor who does not even hold
state power is that the RCP wants to distance itself from the Cultural Revolotion's lessons
in fighting revisionism. Bettelheim was one of the most important first-hand observors of
the Cultural Revolution. In 1968 at a time when the revolutionary movement in the US
thought of Mao as "heavy™ but was too weakly developed (o build a party, Bettelheim
struggled in the forefront of the academic community to debunk criticisms of the Cultural
Revolution and to explain the theory of socialist ransition. Later he described the actual
particulars of the Cudrwral Revolution and Industrial Organization in China. This book
described the masses in their actions to uphold the dictatorship of the proletariat. At the end
of the book Bettelheim wrote a postcript which distinguishes him as clearly as ible
from bourgeois democrats and ulmaleft/anarcho-syndicalists. It starts out "the Cultural
Revolution did not result from “spontaneous’ mass action inspired by the illusory views of
the ‘ideclogy of spontaneity,’ but from mass action aided by the political guidelines of Mao
Tse-tung's revolutionary line, and from the activities of the workers, peasants, cadres, etc.,
who adhered to this line. These guidelines and activities alone made it possible to

‘concentrate the comect initatives of the workers, and enabled the Chinese masses to unify
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their struggles and to define the objectives they had to attain before they could hope 10
overcome a bourgeois line and social relationships that obstruct China’s progress along the
road to socialism.” Bettelheim wrote this before the RCP even existed and yet the RCP
concludes that Bettelheim has not even provided a flashlight in the struggle to Light up the
road upholding Mao Zedong Thought. (Ibid., 234) This is just the RCP's way of saying
that studying Bettelheim's books on the Cultural Revolution is a waste of time.

Unfortunately, the "Declaration of the RIM,” which the RCP is a party to states that
"The Marxist-Leninists in the advanced capitalist countries face the task of continuing to
combat the pernicious influence of revisionism and reformism in their ranks. The key to
doing this remains the fight for principles developed by Lenin in the course of preparing
and leading the October Revolution.” (p. 45) This sounds good until one realizes that this
poses Lenin against Mao in the fight against revisionism. However, one quickly realizes
that Lenin never "developed” the restoration of capitalism thesis. How can we claim that
the bourgeoisie right inside the Communist Party took power in the Soviet Union and
China if the principles that Lenin developed are stll the key? It took the experience of the
ICM and the Chinese CP in particular to develop the theory of continuous revolution.
There is no way to demarcate against Hoxhaism, the CPSU or the CCP without that
theory. There is no way to demarcate on the Soviet Union and China without principles
developed by Mao.

Basically the RCP and its allies are saying that Mao Zedong Thought does not apply 1o
advanced capitalist countries. Mao's advances in "On the Correct Handling of
Contradicdons among the People” and "Where Do Correct Ideas Come From” are again
knocked down from the realm of philosophy or revolutionary theory to the realm of
China's national revolution. MIM is a "Maoist” group and upholds the lessons of these
essays of Mao's in fighting revisionism and recognizes the Cultural Revolution in China as
containing the most advanced, concentrated and universal lessons in fighting revisionism to
date. Again this is not a dogmatic defense of Mao. Such a defense is a contradiction in
terms. This is to point up the differences between the MIM line and the RCP line, While
the RCP pretends to go back to Lenin, MIM holds that it is impossible to uphold Lenin
without upholding Mao. Marxism-Leninism is doomed to failure and death if it ignores the
lessons of MZT.

FORMALISM: AN EXPRESSION OF "LEFT" ECONOMISM
Those who are active in politics will be struck by the RCP's formalism.- One RCP
spokesperson literally regards the RCP's most inactive member as more of a threat to the
i5i¢ than the entire Communist Workers Party (CWP, five of whom were killed in
Greensboro by the KKK/Nazis/US Government) and Dennis Brutus, who is rated as one
of the top twenty opponents of apartheid by apartheid. MIM's experience has been that the
decisive question for the RCP in its recruitment of new members is whether or not
;:lmandldama consider the RCP as THE VANGUARD outside of any discussions of political
Thus it is not surprising that the RCP has trouble recruiting :.ruum. who Lenin stressed
above all else in On ¥Youth, are rightfully too impatient to give Drgﬂmzﬂtmns steeped in
formalism a second thought. The personality cult, the marketing Ufypc and loftiness of the
RCP cadres, and the endless attacks on the masses as something of a practice of
dictatorship wctpmplc are all rooted in a "left” economist line a:ud theoretical confusion.
MIM can only hope to live up to the spirit of Lenin in his writings in On Youth, In
spirit, he favored mmﬂ&:;:nmns of cadres who said there were no advanced youth to
be had in the party. He ed that people who were too formalistic and purist to get
involved in mass struggles, meet people and recruit them vigorously with or without the

proper seasonings, experience etc. that these people be kicked out of the party. In these
times when the forces who uphold Mao are having trouble keeping up with the
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spontaneous upsurges of the masses, this atitude should be applied to all strata and classes
as part of a general organizational line.

ON THE RCP'S STANCE ON SOCIAL BASE

MIM dees not suffer from bourgeois liberal guilt trips. MIM will not wait for any strata
or the proletariat itself to mount the political stage.

Instead of tailing after one social base or another, MIM starts from the international
proletariat’s scientific view of the intemational simation. In this ime of imperialism and
world war, the international proletariat has already established that it's had enough and that
it will make revolution given the opportunity during imperialist war. If one disagrees with
this point, it would be correct to conduct an investigation of the demands of the ssed
peoples now and in the recent past. It is not that MIM abandons the mass line on thi
point, but that MIM sees the mass line as already established on the basic questions of
imperialism and war in this time period. On organizational questions and buming issues of
the day it is stll necessary to conduct relentless investigation and uphold the mass line.

Of four conradictions at this time—-between the imperialist countries and the oppressed
countries, between blocs of imperialist countries, between the socialist countries and the
irnperialist countries, and berween the imperialist countries and their own proletariat—MIM
focusses only on the first two. MIM has a duty to intervene first and foremost in these two
countradictions. There are no socialist countries at the moment, so the third contradiction
has little impact on MIM line. As for the fourth contradiction, it is a factor, but the analysis
of class struggle within the United States for instance does not have a principal influence in
MIM's formulation of revolutionary strategy at this time. (See upcoming issues of MIM
Theory on the labor aristocracy of the U.5. as a majority of the population.) Consequently,
MIM does not derive its social base from this fourth contradiction. Frankly, the masses of
the United States do not dictate MIM's line. Rather, MIM's line on imperialism and war
dictate MIM's social base. It is possible, however, for Maoists w disagree on this issue.

MIM's social base is that group of people who see the necessity of destroying and
ranscending imperialism and its symptom of militarism. It is the analysis of the current
situation as one of World War IIT and MIM's line of working to stop it and go beyond it
that separates MIM's social base from the RCP's. o .

In response, the RCP has said that it is mostly the petty-bourgeoisie that it 15 in motion
as a result of war and imperialism at this ime. However, if "petty-bourgeois intellectuals™
and students are receptive 10 MLMZT, then MIM will dare to recruit amongst those strata
and any others willing to listen. MIM will boldly organize united fronts among everybody
opposed to imperialism and militarism. The RCP claims that MIM is writing off the
proletariat. Fine, Trotskyists can wait for pure proletarian insurrection. If Mao had not
organized the masses of "petty-bourgeois” peasants and if Lenin had not made all the

ts "middle peasants” by giving in to their demand for private plots, neither the
Chinese nor the Russian Revolution would have happened. Both Lenin and Mao were
excellent in assessing principal contradictions and adjusting their expectations of social base
accordingly.

Concretely, the advanced today are concerned about the Mid-East, Central America,
Southern Africa, the nuclear arms race and many other issues including punk rock, racism
and sexism. Ironically, the harder the RCP tries to project what the proletariat will lock
like when THE CONJUNCTURE comes, the farther off the road to the proletariat the RCP
gets,

CONCLUSION
MIM will not share the RCP's disdain for the particular and concrete and hence the
masses and their struggles. Nor will MIM join the RCP in Trotsky's netherworld of
external causation, abstraction and deterministic fallacies.
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MIM works for revolution out of what exists at hand. If the people who show an
interest in fighting imperialism and defeating the American state have many leaps to make,
we can not wring our hands or promise revolution when the material conditions ripen.
World War [T is already here.

It is to be stressed that there are no guarantees in the business of making revolution.
The world may be vaporized despite the best efforts to end WWIIL There may even be a
revolution that fails or down to defeat in the long run. The class struggle between the
bourgeoisie and the iat is not over until classless society is reached and even then
new and comparable contradictions may arise. People who are looking for bourgeois
discipline, comforting prophecies, cult leadership or a chance to administer such should
join &: RCP. People who see that there are no guarantees but that it is nonetheless "right
to rebel” should struggle with or in MIM.

Other literature relating to the
RCIP3

“On Personality Cults”—free.

MIM ThEﬂl‘?, “Ppsitive Trends in the RCP?"—a smattering of views on the recent
work of the RCP and the RIM that it is part of. .30.

“The Decline of the RCP," essay critique of the RCP by the
Organization for Revolutionary Unity, a now defunct group that upheld the Cultural Revelution
and viewed the USSR as state capitalist. $1.50.

Don’t be a geographical opportunist!

mem:vm%umﬁpmgmme“l:ﬁ' sncigid:amucmqrimh:ﬂmmdSm;es_,
even if you don't live near any of their chapters!! Send for list of names, addresses, subscription
pnlicias,idmlng:iesmdmmentsbyahﬂ]ﬂnmd:.allmmyn?madchmfm Comes with
special chart for prisoners seeking free literature, 40 or free for prisoners or those who subscribe
to MIM Theory or MIM Notes for $1 or more.
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