A Key Weciuness in "The OC's Pirst Year
¥
The Cincinnati Comrades

First of all, we'd like to say that we see ruch progress in the first
year of the OC in terms of accomplishments. Anc we're optimistic about what
will come out of trne OC in the future. Howvever, it is becouse of our optimism
that we feel that we ne=2d to be wvery realiztic in looking at the wéahnesses
and shortcomings of the OC. It is only by concrete and criticol analysis
that we con see our mistukes and begin to rec:ify and correct tiem.

A mistake was moue, we feel, in trne sum-up of the CC's first yeur.,

Tnis mistake was liberalism. Unproportionately more time and space wus token
up analyzing the accorplisiments tnan wos given to self-criticism anv what
analysis was made of the mist kes and weaknesses of tne COC was shallow.

The reasons benind the mistakes and ways of rectifying trem were not declt
sith adeguately,

This libaralism was espsciolly incorrect in the analysis vf the secknecs
of the OC on the recoagnition of t.ae centrality of the struccle ogainst racism.
In the s.um-up, while many pages are spent emprasizing the ccconplishments
against the leftist threot to our trend, only one paragrapn rmentions any
positive nccomplishments on the struggle against racism and tnis meinly in
terms of our giving supyport to the national minorities conference. (We huve
some criticisms on this topic which will be dealt witr later.) This is
becuuse no other positive accowp!/ishments could be found on this question.

In fact while it is put out that "the main force retgrding the pace of anti-
left development is tie incomplete breck with ultra-leftism”, it is not even
analyzed that racism is a #Eéhrforce retarding our .

prosress. We put forward that in fact racism Is a ﬁ;@ﬂﬁforce retarding

our anti-left development.

Only one paragraph of criticism on the OC's failure to pursue internal
consolidation in relation to the struggle against racism was put forward in
"The Soft Spots in the OC's Work". No further analysis was done on this
crucial weakness, which is more than just a "soft spot”. Another apporent
weakness in the sum-up was the setting of priorities for the uC. Tne struggle
against racism was mentioned only third to the consolidation of the anti-left
tendency around a plan for a process conducive to forging a single ideological
center and to tcking up the theoretical task of summing up the nature of

modern left-wing comnunism,
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Ther: are other examples of tne lack of the OC taning up the strugole
against rodism taroughout this past 4ear. QCne exa-'ple is tne luck of edarity
of the relationsnip of the OC to the national minority conference. Fany OC
and ron-0C peo.le were very confused aoout tre relaotionshiy between the to.
Although mcnetary and verbal support was given by the OC to tie notional
ninarity comrades we fe:l thot rore concrele and sclid #teps stould have
been token in support of this conference. There was a leck of publicit, and
communication within the OC about the conference and its goals, etc. Jhere
was a lack of trying to encourage OC groups to tcke up the guestion, t- do
aciive s.pport around the conference or to participote in the ccnference itself.

There is no well developed line on the centrality of the strugnle a-ainst
racism in the OC as a body. It was very clear in tie cnalysis of OC forces
from the short questionnaires that this is an iwportant necknecs tnroughno ut
the OC. The rojority white mase-up of our organizotions shows clearly the
lach of having taken up this struggle. In our own organization we are only
now beginniny to uncouer and rectify a number of racist errors from the past,
We are certain .hot other organizations and individuals as well suffer from
this same shallow understanding of the centrality of the struggle against
racism.

Another demonstration of this weakness is the lack of analysis around
the role of the local centers as an important place to inelude national
minority cadre, dadre who because of racism in our organizations are indepen-
dent at this time. This is an essential aspect to trne local center and has
not been addressed clearly either in the national communications about local
centers or in the sum-up of the So. California Local Center work, It is the
local center which can bring in national rinority codre, which has a set up
Flace for the basic zork of the 0C-IC, the organization and esnsolidation of
theoretical discussions and politicul line.

In the deb-te around Point 18 there was little criticism made of the
ultra-left groups around the national chauvinism and objective racism of
their stands on the struggles in developing countries. Marxist-Leninists in
the heart of the leading opuressor nation of the world must break with all
forms of national chauvinism. The defense of Point 18 was a concrete step
forword for the OC on this score. But in the summation of the Point 18
struggle, it was not sufficiently sointed out that the ultra-leftists andg
the centrists were taking an objectively national chouvinist and rocist line
on the international situation. T/iis aspect of the roint 18 struggle needs

to be understood and deependd by the entire 0C.
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In addition, there has been too little eriticism of tne "rectiication
line" in terms of its prospects for building multinational nity. e
believe the "rectification 'ine" to be seriously flaowed and its critic.l
weakness is novhere more apparent than in its inplicotiona for developing

a correct line for sefeating r-cism ond uniting Connmunists ond toe closs,

Yet this rhos not levelope.) Into a major feature of the OC's critician

the NNILC,

In the pouer "4 Brief Staoternent nn the Struggyle Agoinst Racisnm,
the l25t paragraph states maily correct yoals in terms f "grasping
reality of notio~al oppression and the correct met od to comb t it", I
ls emphesized thet the 5C must uevelop a programnciie@ approach to decpendng
the knowledge ona practice of the OC in the strugple against rocism. Tiils
was laid out in August, 1978, and in tnis past year, the only thing w: ich
has been done is the initiction of the national minority conference. e
feel that the SC spectfically and the OC in gemeral needs to be self-critical
on this guestion.

We see the struggle agrinst racism as centrol aend primary in our move=-
ment. OQur uncerstanding of this concept includes the absolute necessity of
examining every phenomenon in terms of its effect on the struggle against
racisme Without taking up this struggle immediately we are not only hurting
our moving forward to become a mudti-national movement but our work of
consolidating our line, our working in outreoch, in mass work, and in
trade unions will be held back. Racism is the main contradiction in the
working class today. Failure to take up the struggle against racism, failure
to develop an OC-wide theoretical struggle around racism and to develop a real
political line on this , and racist crrors of CC cadre and organizations held
the OC back. In fact this remains as a major contradiction in the formaticn
and consolidation of the OC. We are critically weak in our theory and prac-

tice on this struggle,

As a concrete proposal to further this struggle we move thate

1) 1In the OC's study ond further consolidation around the 18 points
Points 11 and 12 be taken up first and studied thoroughly, looking at our

weaknesses in theory and practice around these points.,

2) The new SC develop a detailed and thorough study plan for deependng
our understanding of the centrality of the struggle against racism and thot,
further, the SC implement any special means necessary to analyse anud give

guidance to all facets of the struggle agoinst racism within the OC.
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