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Whereas in the previous period Persian communism had been embodied primarily
in the Tudeh party, which followed the ideological and political dicta of the Soviet
Union (see ii), after the coup d’etat of 1332 S./1953 it was characterized by
ideological and organizational diversity, largely owing to broader trends within the

international movement. In particular, tensions between the Soviet Union and

China, as well as Albanian opposition to both, had a major impact on the 3 TAGS
communist movement in Persia. Furthermore, repression at home limited

communist activity mainly to guerrilla groups. Against the background of

revolutionary ferment that dominated the third world in the 1960s clandestine SECTIONS I
groups were organized in Persia, as in many Asian and African countries, according

to the principles formulated by such successful revolutionaries as Mao Tse-tung and

Che Guevara. They emphasized the role of intellectuals in pioneering armed IMAGES / T.
insurrection against “oppressive states under the domination of capitalist

imperialism” (Ahmadzada, pp. 22, 54). Furthermore, in the 1950s and 1960s the

shah’s harsh policies led to a broad political movement among Persian students in TAGS
Europe and the United States, where they founded communist groups of different

tendencies. In 1339 S./1960 the radical Confederation of Iranian Students was

organized as a trade union for defense of the rights of the students abroad, but it

soon became a political organization in opposition to the regime and advocating a

progressive government through overthrow of the Pahlavi dynasty. The most active

elements within the confederation differed little in their views from the radical

leftist groups. The propaganda campaign conducted by such expatriate

organizations helped to expose in the Western media many flagrant human-rights

violations by the Pahlavi regime. The development of the Persian communist

movement after the coup d’etat can be divided into four phases.

First phase (1332-38 $./1953-59)

The coup d’etat in which the nationalist government of Mohammad Mosaddeq was
overthrown and the shah brought back to Persia was followed by a period of military
government under General Fazl-Allah Zahedi. The Tudeh party, which had
benefited enormously from the political tolerance and liberties granted during the
Mosaddeq era was suppressed (Guérin, p. 57; Tully, chap. 7). During the first five
years of martial law in Tehran, which was under the military command of General
Teymiir Baktiar, the party and its powerful organization of military officers
(Sazman-e afsaran; see ii), led by Kosrow Ruzbeh, were almost totally crushed;

many of the members were imprisoned, and some of the most prominent, including
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dozens of officers, were executed. Most of the rest fled to the Soviet bloc, though a
few small groups went underground; their activities were generally restricted to
participation in sporadic nationalist rallies sponsored by other, still functioning
elements of the former National front (Jabha-ye mell1), which had been reorganized
as Nahzat-e mogawamat-e melli (National resistance movement; see, e.g., Jazani,
pp. 68-70). The transformation, in February 1958, of the Farmandari-e nezami
(Office of martial law) into a permanent security and intelligence service (Sazman-e
ettela‘at wa amniyat-e kesvar, widely known as SAVAK), led to a period of
embittered silence among opposition groups. Nevertheless, clandestine Tudeh
networks, often consisting only of isolated individuals in contact with centers in
Tehran and some of the provinces, continued low-profile operations (Jazani, pp. 87-
90). Razbeh, the leader most eager to reestablish contact with the exiled party
leaders, was arrested in 1337 S./1958 and executed. Outside Persia, on the other
hand, the presence of a large cohort of Tudeh activists in the Soviet bloc encouraged
the central committee, under its newly elected first secretary, Reza Radmanes, to
resume operations in 1957; they included publication of the newspaper Mardom
(The people) and the theoretical journal Donya (The world) in Leipzig, as well as
broadcasts from East Germany (1959-70) and then from Bulgaria of a radio
program entitled Peyk-e Iran (Messenger from Iran) in Persian, Kurdish, and
Turkish (Tabari, pp. 165-86, 212-17).

In the period of instability following the downfall of the Hashemite monarchy in
neighboring Iraq in 1337 8./1958 the Tudeh networks were able to communicate
with their exiled leaders through Iraqi territory. Nevertheless, among these informal
groups some were extremely critical of the leadership and its adherence to Soviet
interests and eventually repudiated the party in favor of what they claimed was
“genuine” Marxism-Leninism. Many of the communist organizations that
subsequently appeared in Persia and abroad had their origins in these disaffected
groups. Eventually the Tudeh central committee abandoned efforts to establish ties
with the networks because they had been thoroughly infiltrated by SAVAK, which
had also organized false “communist” networks, reputedly with the aid of Tudeh
member ‘Abbas Sahriari, in order to entrap leftists (Sazman-e ¢erikha, pp. 54-67;
Sazman-e mojahedin, 1353 S./1974, pp. 11-13, 116; Jazani, p. 95; Tabari, pp. 188-
89).

Despite the repression, which continued until the Revolution of February 1979, a
number of writers and intellectuals had been active in disseminating progressive
social and political ideas that helped to prepare the intellectual groundwork for
leftist thinking in the 1960s and 1970s. They included such translators of European
works as Mahmud E ‘temadzada (Behazin), Mohammad Qazi1, Karim Kesavarz,
Bager Mo 'meni1, Manii¢ehr Hezarkani, and Kazem Ansari; scholars like Mortaza
Ravandi, Mohammad-Ja ‘far Mahjiib and Amir-Hosayn Arianpiir; poets like Ahmad
Samla (Bamdad), Mahdi AkaA2wan-e Talet (Omid), Stavos Kasra'1; and novelists
like ‘All-Mohammad Afgani, Ahmad Mahmid, Mahmud Dawlatabadi, and Samad
Behrangi.

Second phase (1339-49 S./1960-70)

After the election of John F. Kennedy as president of the United States in 1960 the
American government demanded political reforms and liberalization from the shah.
The National front, consisting primarily of Mosaddeq’s former followers, including
leaders of the National resistance movement, took advantage of the new political
climate to organize a stira (council) of prominent politicians to run for the Majles in
the summer of the same year. Political unrest and relative instability in the country
also provided the opportunity for former members of the Tudeh party to become



more active within the national front, and several previously clandestine Marxist-
Leninist study groups, composed mainly of university students, also began to
function openly, both within the front and outside it. During this short period the
national front was generally unsuccessful in furthering its constitutionalist aims,
however. Growing conflict between the shah and his opponents, including the grand
ayatollahs, culminated on 15 Kordad 1342 §./5 June 1963, in a political and religious
revolt, which erupted immediately after the arrest of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
(Ruh-Allah Komeyni); it was suppressed with much bloodshed. The shah’s
subsequent decision to use his autocratic powers to impose land reform and other
modernizing measures and, in February 1963, to suppress the national front and
ban all political opposition effectively destroyed the moderate political movement in
the country and fueled the growth of the radical Marxist-Leninist and Islamic
groups that would eventually bring down the monarchy (Abrahamian, 1989, pp. 81-
86).

The international climate, especially in Latin America, Vietnam, and Palestine,
contributed to revolutionary fervor in Persia. During the next seven or eight years a
dozen covert political groups dedicated to revolutionary agitation or armed struggle
were organized (for political and social justification of the guerrilla movement, see
Ahmadzada, 1989; Payan). All were discovered and suppressed by SAVAK. A large
number of religious groups were also determined to overthrow the regime. The
most important of them, Sazman-e mojahedin-e kalq-e Iran (Organization of
freedom fighters of the people of Iran), was organized on the pattern of Marxist-
Leninist groups. Among the latter a split in 1354 S./1975 led to the birth of one of
the most radical of Persian communist guerrilla organizations (see below). Most of
the communist groups formed in the 1960s were, however, composed mainly of
intellectuals with little influence on society in general. Although some became quite
large, all were suppressed by SAVAK, and many of their leaders and members were
executed or served long prison terms. Only the Mojahedin and the Feda'ian (see
below) were able to continue their activities into the 1970s. The most important
groups in this period included the following.

Sazman-e enqgelabi-e komiinisti-e Iran (SAKA; Communist revolutionary
organization of Iran), led by Hamid Sattarzada and Bager Emami (Jazani, pp. 102-
04).

Gorith-e perosa (Process group), also known as Goriih-e jarayan, founded by
Mahmiid Tawakkoli, who left the Tudeh party in 1333 S./1954 because of its
opposition to Mosaddeq; particularly outstanding members of this group were
Parviz Baba'i and Mostafa So‘a‘1an (Jazani, pp. 104-07; Sazman-e mojahedin, 1353
S./1974, p. 121).

Goriih-e Nikkvah (N1kkvah group), a Marxist group named for one of its founders
and leading members, Parviz Nikk'ah. Other founding members included Ahmad
Mansiiri, Mansir Pir-Kasani, Firiiz Sirvanli, and several others educated primarily
in Great Britain; they attempted to initiate activities in Persia along the lines of
Sazman-e engelabi-e Hezb-e tida (Revolutionary organization of the Tudeh party;
see below), but they were accused of participating in an attempt on the shah’s life on
21 Farvardin 1344 S./10 April 1965 and were arrested (Jazani, pp. 154-58). After
several years in prison Nikk*ah abandoned his leftist views and became a political
propagandist for the government; he was executed in the early months of the
Islamic Revolution.

——————————

Hezb-e tuda (see below; Jazani, pp. 148-51).



Sazman-e raha’ibaks-e Iran (Iranian liberation organization), a Maoist group
including Siriis Nahavandi, Mahmud Jalayer, and Parviz Wa'ezzada (Jazani, p. 150).

Gorith-e Bahman Qasqa’i ‘Ata@’ wa Iraj Kaskiili (Bahman Qa$qa’i and ‘Ata’ and Iraj
Kaskiili group), which was in contact with Sazman-e engelabi-e Hezb-e tida and
recruited some Qasqa’1 tribesmen for an unsuccessful guerrilla uprising in 1343-44
8./1964-65 (Jazani, pp. 159-60).

Goriih-e Torbat-e Haydariya (Torbat-e Haydariya group) the members of which
included Manui¢ehr Damgani and Behruz Rad (Jazani, pp. 168-69).

Gorith-e Felastin (Palestine group), led by Sokr-Allah Pakne?ad, Hosayn Riahi, and
Mas‘Gid Batha'i; fifty-four members were arrested in the winter of 1349 S./1970
(Baktar-e emriiz [Beirut], 5 Adar 1349 S./26 November 1970, p. 4; Jazani, pp. 169-
71).

Goriih-e setara-ye sork (Red-star group), founded by ‘Ali-Reza Sokiihi, Mahdizada,
and Hosayn ‘Ezzati (Sazman-e mojahedin, 1353 S./1974, p. 126).

Goriih-e Jazani (Jazani group), an important Persian communist group, organized
in the early 1960s and named for its leading figure, Bizan Jazani. Some of these men
were former members of the Tudeh party youth organization who had resumed
political activism under cover of the national front in the early 1960s; they included
Hasan 713’ Zarifi, ‘Abbas Siiraki, Sa‘id Kalantari, and ‘Aziz Sarmadi. The group was
discovered by SAVAK, and most of its members were arrested on 17 Dey 1346 S./7
January 1968 and sent to prison; two members, Mohammad Saffari Astiani and
‘Ali-Akbar Safa’1 Farahani, eluded the police and escaped to Palestinian training
bases in Iraq and Jordan in 1347 S./1968. After completing a course in guerrilla
warfare they returned to Persia and resumed their activities with new companions

(Baktar-e emriiz 65, Kordad 1354 S./June 1975, p. 2; Jazani, pp. 165-68).

Sazman-e mojahedin-e kalg-e Iran. After the suppression of the revolt of 15 Kordad
1342 S./5 June 1963 (see above) a group of religious youth in Mahdi Bazargan’s
Nahzat-e azadi-e Iran (Liberation movement of Iran), an offshoot of the national
front, became disenchanted with peaceful political activity and in mid-1344 S./1965
formed a group patterned on leftist guerrilla movements but ideologically
committed to integration of the Islamic creed with modern social and historical
doctrines adopted from Marxism-Leninism. Later, in 1349-54 S./1970-75, members
received military training at Palestinian bases (Abrahamian, 1982, pp. 489-93;
idem, 1989, pp. 111-12).

The Tudeh party. In this period the Tudeh party was also reorganized. Its exiled
leaders attempted to forge links with members and cells in Persia, but they were
largely unsuccessful, owing to SAVAK infiltration. Although the party was also
active among students abroad, it was unable to make headway in the Confederation
of Iranian Students, because of opposition from supporters of the national front and
rival leftist groups. The Confederation had evolved into a broad-based political
organization, with branches in nearly every western European and North American
country. It was the main arena for indoctrination of all politically oriented young
Persians abroad, especially those opposed to the shah, and its demonstrations and
rallies often attracted the sympathy and support of students and other citizens of
the host countries. It was thus able to function as a powerful international
propaganda and lobbying organization.



The heightening of Sino-Soviet tensions eventually led to a split within the Tudeh
party and subsequent formation of two rival parties. Sazman-e enqelabi-e Hezb-e
tiida (Revolutionary organization of the Tudeh party) emerged in 1340-42 S./1961-
63 among young Tudeh members critical of party policies and encouraged by the
Cuban experience to free themselves from the traditional affiliation with Soviet
communism. The organ of this group, Setara-ye sork (Red star), published in
Europe in the early 1970s, promoted Maoist doctrine, in which third-world
countries were defined as semifeudal and semicolonial and peasant revolution was
recommended in the absence of an urban proletariat. Among the founders of the
organization were Mahdi Kanbaba Tehrani, Majid Zarbaks, Mohsen Rezwani, Bizan
send political agitators into Persia, but the latter were discovered and arrested by
SAVAK. Other members were sent to Kurdistan to be trained in guerrilla warfare in
camps operated by the anti-Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal Talebani and also to Cuban
and Chinese centers. In 1348 S./1969 a splinter group calling itself Kadrha (Cadres)
became active in translating and circulating Maoist writings and managing a
Persian-language program on Peking radio (Tehrani, I, p. 171; Tabari, pp. 234-38;
Jazani, pp. 148-51). After the Twentieth Congress of the Soviet Communist party in
1956 three former Tudeh leaders, Golam-Hosayn Foriitan, Ahmad Qasemi, and
‘Abbas Saga'1 had fled from the eastern bloc to France, where, on 10 December
1963, they announced their opposition to the Tudeh leadership. They subsequently
joined Sazman-e engelabi (see above), but disagreements over policy led them to
organize Sazman-e Marksist-Leninist-e tafan (Storm Marxist-Leninist organization)
in France in 1965 (Rah-e tiifan, Bahman 1362 S./February 1984, p. 3; Abrahamian,
19809, p. 453); it was originally identified with Albanian and Chinese opposition to
the Soviet Union and then with Albanian opposition to both communist powers.
The Tufan leaders remained loyal to Mao’s philosophy of revolution in the third-
world countries, however. They published Rah-e tiifan (Way of the storm) and were
particularly active among Persian students abroad.

Third phase (1350-60 S./1971-81)

The third phase was characterized by the predominance of communist ideological
tendencies among Persian students at home and abroad, despite severe censorship
and repression during the final years of the monarchy (see, e.g., Alaolmolki, pp.
218-33). It opened on 19 Bahman 1349 S./8 February 1971 with a guerrilla action at
Siahkal, in Gilan province, by Goriih-e Siahkal (Siahkal group), composed of
militants; among them were a few who had survived from Gorith-e Jazani. A month
later thirteen of the participants were arrested and executed (Baktar-e emriiz 2,
Ordibehest 1350 S./May 1971, p. 1). Saffarl Astiani (see above) was killed in a
confrontation with security forces on 2 Mordad 1351 S./24 July 1972 (Baktar-e
emriiz 29, Sahrivar, 1351 S./September 1972, p. 4). Jazani and other imprisoned
leaders were shot by SAVAK, on the pretext that they had attempted to escape but in
reality because of their contacts with the fighters who remained free (Baktar-e
emriiz 65, Kordad 1354 S./June 1975, p. 1).

This phase culminated during the Revolution of February 1979, when the major
communist organizations flourished at home and the most activist members of the
Confederation of Iranian Students and communist organizations abroad hastened
to Persia and joined or established dozens of communist organizations, circles, and
parties. These groups represented a variety of radical ideologies and modes of
revolutionary mobilization, including the way of the pro-Soviet Tudeh party (known
as line 1), the guerrilla mode of mobilization (line 2), hard-line Maoist tendencies
(line 3), and a form of the new left (line 4), as well as Trotskyism and other
tendencies. In the final months of 1357 S./early 1979, for example, eleven



communist groups, all opposed to the Tudeh party and its Soviet links and to the
guerrilla strategies that had predominated in the 1970s, attended a unity conference
but were unable to find permanent common ground (Didgahha-ye wahdat,
passim). This phase ended in late 1359 S./early 1981, when thousands of members
of these groups and their sympathizers were arrested or executed by the Islamic
regime. The most significant groups in the third phase included the following.

Sazman-e Serikha-ye feda’i-e kalg-e Iran (Organization of Iranian people’s
commando guerrillas) resulted from the merger in 1350 S./1971 of two underground
communist groups, the first consisting of remnants of Gortih-e Siahkal led by Safa’i
Farahani (see above), the second, more interested in urban guerrilla tactics, led by
Mas iid Ahmadzada and Amir-Parviz Piiyan. The new organization initiated its
activities with the assassination of the head of the military tribunal, General Zia’
Farsiii, on 18 Farvardin 1350 S./7 April 1971, and armed robbery of several banks.
Safa’i Farahani, Payan, and Ahmadzada expounded the essential tenets of the
Feda’'ian: guerrilla warfare, “armed propaganda” (tablig-e mosallahana) for the
revolution, and rejection of all “reformism” and compromise of the kind followed by
the Tudeh party. In particular, Ahmadzada’s pamphlet Mobaraza-ye mosallahana
ham esteratezi ham taktik (Armed struggle, both strategy and tactics), inspired by
the ideas of Mao, Guevara, and Régis Debray, later served as a manual for urban
armed struggle. His views remained dominant until the summer of 1355 S./1976,
when the secret head-quarters of the group were surrounded by security forces and
almost all the leaders, including Hamid Asraf, who led the Feda'is in the period of
1351-55 S./1972-76, were killed. After that the more moderate views of Jazani came
to predominate (Payam-e danesji 3, 1977, pp. 23-25), and criticism of the Soviet
Union and the Tudeh party was replaced by cooperation with the “socialist camp”
against the regime (Sazman-e peykar, 1359 S./1980, p. 18). This ideological shift
encouraged some members to leave the organization and join the Tudeh party. One
of them, Tiraj Beygvand, wrote two pamphlets criticizing the “theory of armed
propaganda” as a deviation from Marxism-Leninism; they were published by the
Tudeh party in 1357 S./1978. These departures seemed to put a virtual end to the
organization. On the eve of the Revolution it numbered not more than a few dozen
members, but its record of courageous action had attracted great sympathy,
especially among young people, and in the enthusiasm immediately following the
victorious Revolution tens of thousands of them joined, making it the largest
communist organization in Persia. Kar (Labor) was the organization’s political
organ, published weekly beginning on 19 Esfand 1357 S./10 March 1979. Some of
the older leaders, who supported immediate armed struggle against the new regime,
soon became disenchanted with the new leadership, which was more hesitant. In
the early months after the Revolution Mohammad Hormatipiir and Asraf Dehqani
left the organization, announcing their support for Ahmadzada’s views (Dehqani,
passim). They formed a group, based in Kurdistan, and remained active as guerrillas
for several years. In June 1980 the organization split into majority (aktariyat) and
minority (aqalliyat) factions over the nature of the new government. The majority
tended to follow the Tudeh party in supporting the government and defining its
policies as anti-imperialistic. The minority, on the other hand, returned to the
original militant policy of the organization, opposing the Tudeh party and insisting
on challenging the Islamic regime. Both factions remained faithful to a pro-Soviet
line, however. Two years later the majority split into two smaller groups; one, led by
Farrok Negahdar, favored a prompt merger with the Tudeh party, whereas the
other, led by ‘Ali Kestgar, considered such a move premature.

Sazman-e engelabiyiin-e komiunist (Organization of communist revolutionaries)
and Ettehadiya-ye komiinistha-ye Iran (Union of Iranian communists). The former
was founded in 1348 S./1969 by activists in the Confederation of Students in



California; the original leaders included Hamid Kawtari, Stamak Za 1m, and
Fereydiin ‘Aliabadi. The party publication, Komiinist (Communist), followed a
strong Maoist line in 1970-76. This group established a new student confederation
named Ehya’, made contact with militant Persians in Arab countries in 1976, and
joined with remnants of Goriih-e Felastin (see above) under the name Ettehadiya-ye
komunistha, following the Chinese and Albanian ideological line. Its organ was
Hagigat (Truth; 1356-57 S./1977-78 in exile and after the Revolution in Tehran), but
Komiinist continued as a theoretical journal. Ettehadiya-ye komiinistha, which
established itself in Persia after the fall of the shah, was one of the eleven
organizations at the unity conference, and, after a period of hesitation over support
for this or that faction, it resorted to armed insurrection against the new Islamic
regime. Its members operated a base in the northern forests, calling themselves
Sarbadaran after a Persian group that had rebelled against the Mongol rulers in the
13th century. In the autumn and winter of 1360 S./1981 they staged an unsuccessful
assault on the town of Amol; they suffered heavy casualties, and in addition dozens
of members, including Hosayn Riahi, Faramarz Tolu 1, ‘Aliabadi, and Za ‘im, were
arrested and executed (Engelab-e eslamzi, 8 February 1983, p. 3). A remnant of
Ettehadiya split off in late 1357 S./early 1979 under the leadership of Mohammad
Amin and Ahmad Taqwa'1 and published a journal entitled Zahmat (Toil) in Tehran.
This group joined a coalition with some other groups, under the name Wahdat-e
engelabi (Revolutionary unity).

Sazman-e wahdat-e komiinisti (Organization of communist unity), originally
formed after the Arab-Israeli war of 1967 by a group of leftists active in the
Confederation of Iranian Students in Europe who had moved to Iraq and other Arab
countries. There they were active under the name Jabha-ye melli-e kavar-e miana
and Iraq, Sahrivar 1349-Dey 1355 S./September 1970-January 1976) in Persian and
also published Iran al-tawra (Revolutionary Iran) in Arabic. In 1977 this group
changed its name to Ettehad-e komunisti (Communist union) and later to Wahdat-e
komiinisti (Communist unity). It was both anti-Stalinist and anti-Maoist and for a
while cooperated with the Feda'ian guerrillas in Persia (see above). After the
Revolution its activities were largely confined to raising theoretical issues and
challenging the views of other communist groups in its journal Raha’i
(Emancipation; 1357-68 S./1978-19809; its supporters abroad published Andisa-ye
raha’i (The thought of emancipation) from Esfand 1362 S./February 1983 (for the
history of this group see Goriith-e ettehad-e komiinisti).

Gorith-e arman-e kalg (Group for the people’s aspiration) was a lesser organization
that cooperated with the Feda'ian in the 1970s; six of its leaders, including
Homayiin Katira'i and Hii$ang Taragol, were executed in 1350 S./1971 (Baktar-e
emriiz 19, Aban 1350 S./October 1971, p. 1).

Gorith-e Gol-e Sorki (Gol-e Sorki group) took its name from the poet Kosrow Gol-e
Sorki, its best-known member, who, with the filmmaker Karamat-Allah Danesian,
was arrested in November 1973, tried before a military tribunal for conspiracy to
assassinate the shah, and executed (Baktar-e emriiz 50, Esfand 1352 S./March
1974, p- 1).

Sazman-e mojahedin-e kalg-e Iran, Marxist-Leninist faction (see above). Before the
Islamic guerillas of this organization were able to launch operations a large number
of them were arrested, in August-September 1971; many of the leaders, including
Mohammad Hanifnezad, Sa‘id Mohsen, Asgar Badi‘zadagan, and ‘Al1 Baker1 were
executed. There were still enough members, however, to carry out the group’s aims;
they began urban guerrilla operations in January 1972 and, despite the loss of
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additional members in sporadic clashes with security police, continued their efforts.
In 1973-74, Mohammad-Tagqi Sahram and Bahram Aram, members of the Central
Committee, along with a number of other cadres repudiated their previous religious
orientation and adopted Marxism-Leninism as their exclusive ideology. According
to their own analysis, it appears that they launched a terrifying campaign in this
period to brainwash the susceptible members while eradicating those who remained
loyal to their original Islamic ideology. They purged over 50 percent of the cadres
and murdered and burned Majid Sarif Wagefi, a leading member of the Central
Committee who opposed the separatists (Sazman-e Mojahedin [Marxist], 1976, pp.
14-24; idem, 1978, pp. 10-15). After these events those members who remained
faithful to the original ideology of the organization were unorganized until late 1357
§./1978, when Mas ‘{id Rajawi and Miisa Kiabani were released from prison and
assumed leadership. The Marxist faction, on the other hand, was led by
Mohammad-Tagqi Sahram and Bahram Aram, who announced its ideological
position in October 1975; it became known as the Marxist-Leninist Mojahedin
(Abrahamian, 1989, pp. 145-69). Armed operations continued, including
assassination of five American military advisers and some high-ranking Persian
police officers (Alaolmolki, p. 226). This group published Qiam-e kargar (Revolt of
the workers) and Iran al-jamahir (The Iranian public, in Arabic) abroad, where it
maintained close relations with the Palestine Liberation Organization (P.L.O.) and
other Near Eastern leftist groups that permitted use of their broadcasting and
publishing facilities. In the urban fighting of 1354-57 S./1975-78 forty members of
the faction were killed by the government forces. After the Revolution the survivors
reorganized as Sazman-e peykar (see below).

Sazman-e peykar dar rah-e azadi-e tabaga-ye kargar (Organization for the
struggle for emancipation of the working class), generally known simply as Peykar
(Struggle), resulted from reorganization of the Marxist-Leninist faction of the
Mojahedin (see above). In the summer of 1357 S./1978 a council of representatives
from that organization revised the old program of urban guerrilla struggle and
adopted a policy of encouraging armed mass uprising. At that time both the
leadership and the name of the organization were changed (Sazman-e mojahedin
[Marxist], 1357 S./1978, p. 2; Abrahamian, 1989, p. 146). Hosayn Ahmadi Rihani,
Torab Haggenas, and ‘Ali-Reza Sepasi Astiani were among the leaders of the
reorganization, but two small groups refused to accept the changes and carried on
as Gortih-e nabard bara-ye azadi-e tabaqa-ye kargar (Group for the combat for
emancipation of the working class) and Ettehad-e mobaraza dar rah-e arman-e
tabaqa-ye kargar (United campaign for fulfillment of working-class aspirations)
respectively. All three participated in the unity conference of 1357 S./1979 (see
above). Peykar was usually considered the most extreme of the Persian communist
groups in this period because of its hard-line opposition to the Tudeh party and the
Soviet Union and its ideological criticism of the Feda1an. In contrast to most other
leftist groups, it also opposed the new Islamic regime from the beginning. At the
outbreak of the Persian war with Iraq it launched a campaign of antiwar
propaganda (Peykar 73, Mehr 1359 S./October 1980, app., pp. 1-4), which resulted
in execution of some of its members. The party’s political organ was the weekly
Peykar, of which 127 issues were published (Ordibehest 1358-Aban 1360/May 1979-
October 1981). Because it preached secular opposition to the ruling clergy, Peykar
was one of the main targets of suppression by the government; it was annihilated
through imprisonment and executions, and the remaining few members in exile

have not succeeded in reviving it.

Sazman-e razmandagan-e azadi-e tabaqa-ye kargar (Organization of working-
class freedom fighters) was organized on the eve of the evolution by Marxist
intellectuals, including Afkam Ahmadi, who had been involved in clandestine



political activities in the mid-1970s and had opposed both the Soviet line and the
guerrilla doctrine of “armed propaganda.” It participated in the unity conference of
1357 S./1979. Outside Tehran it was also active in Kurdistan and Kiizestan and
eventually absorbed the Mojahedin splinter group Ettehad-e mobaraza dar rah-e
arman-e tabaqa-ye kargar (see above). The party organ was Razmandagan
(Fighters), of which thirty-five issues appeared between Esfand 1358 S./March 1980
and Aban 1359 S./November 1980. Extended debates between this organization and
Peykar on matters like the class basis of the new regime, the meaning and
dimensions of the social-imperialism thesis, and Persia’s war with Iraq typified the
political and doctrinal controversies among Persian communist groups in the early
1980s. The problem of the war, as well as several other issues of strategy and tactics,
caused internal dissension, and one section of the membership joined the Tudeh
party, another Peykar, and a third Hezb-e komiinist-e Iran (Communist party of
Iran; see below).

Hezb-e ranjbaran-e Iran (Laborers’ party of Iran), was formed on 5 Dey 1358 S./26
December 1979 from nine Marxist groups, mostly Maoist in orientation, that had
been active against the shah’s regime outside Persia. The most important was
Sazman-e engelabi-e Hezb-e tida (see above), which followed the “three world”
doctrine and opposed both the United States and the Soviet Union; it supported the
anti-imperialist policies of President Abu’l-Hasan Bani-Sadr. When he was ousted in
1360 S./1981 this party was banned along with other leftist groups, and several of its
leaders were executed. Its political organ, Ranjbar (The laborer; published in
Tehran 1358-60 S./1979-81), continued to appear occasionally abroad. Hiigang
Amirpiir, Mahmiid Bozorgmehr, Majid Zarbaks, Mohsen Rezwani, and ‘Ali Kaskili
were among the party’s leading figures (see Miz-e gerd 3, 1366 S./1987, p. 128).

Komela (People, Masses, the Kurdistan workers’ revolutionary organization). In the
mid-1960s the remnant of Hezb-e demokrat-e Kordestan (Democrat party of
Kurdistan) living in Iraq had organized Sazman-e enqelabi-e Hezb-e demokrat-e
Kordestan-e Iran (Revolutionary organization of the democrat party of Iranian
Kurdistan). Esma ‘1l Sarifzada, ‘Abd-Allah Mo ‘Ini, and Molla Avara were among its
leaders. The new party sought to emulate the Cuban model, establishing guerrilla
centers and initiating armed struggle in Persian Kurdistan. In 1347-48 S./1968-69
the revolt was suppressed, and these activities ended in failure; analysis of their
experience led members like Mohammad-Hosayn Karimi, So‘ayb Zakariya'i, Fo ad
Soltan1 and Yasof Ardalan to reject the revolutionary avant-gardism of Cuba and to
adopt a Maoist line instead. After being released from prison at the beginning of the
Revolution of February 1979 some of the guerrillas organized Komela and once
again engaged in armed struggle for Kurdish self-determination. It became the
second most powerful group in Kurdistan, after Hezb-e demokrat-e Kordestan itself,
which was led by ‘Abd-al-Rahman Qasemla.

Rah-e kargar (The worker’s way) was founded after the Revolution by a number of
young intellectuals who had been released from prison. Although in the early 19770s
they had been affiliated with a variety of religious and secular groups, including
Hezb-e melal-e eslami (Party of the Islamic nations), the Mojahedin, the Feda1an,
and Goriih-e Felastin (see above), they came to share a Marxist-Leninist ideology
critical of other leftist groups and began publication of Rah-e kargar (Tehran, Tir
1358 S./June 1979), which eventually lent its name to the group itself. The party’s
criticism of the Tudeh party’s persistent fidelity to the Soviet Union, of the supposed
intellectual adventurism of Feda'ian factions, and of the ideological extremism of
Peykar identified it with the “fourth line” among Persian communists. Its leaders
considered the new Islamic regime “fascist,” while respecting the extraordinary
ability of the clergy to mobilize the masses (Tawzih, p. 34). The group considered



Persia a victim of American and Iraqi aggression and therefore cooperated with the
government on this issue (Rah-e kargar 54, 22 Ordibehest 1359 S./12 May 1980, p.
14). Unlike its main rivals, however, it did not have a broad power base, and some of
its leaders, including ‘Ali-Reza Sokiihi, Hosayn Qaz1, and Mahdi Kosrowsahi, were
executed in 1360 S./1981.

Trotskistha and Hezb-e kargaran-e susialist (Trotskyites and Workers’ socialist
party). The first Trotskyite group in the history of Persian communism was
organized by some Persian students in London in the 1960s; it subsequently joined
the Fourth International of Trotskyites. The group found sympathizers in other
European countries and in the United Stales and issued two publications, the
theoretical and political organ Kand o kav (Exploration), which first appeared in
December 1974 in Great Britain, and Be-sti-ye azadi (Toward freedom), published
by Naser Piirqomi in London until the Revolution, when a new journal, Ce bayad
kard (What is to be done?), began to appear in Persia, in Dey 1357 S./January 1979.
This group combined with another Trotskyite group, which had originated in the
United States under the leadership of Babak Zahra'i, to form Hezb-e kargaran-e
sisialist, which published the organ Kargar (The worker). Soon afterward,
however, internal dissent over the nature of the new regime and party positions on
matters like the Persian war with Iraq and occupation of the American embassy,
caused a split. Zahra'1i supported Khomeini, and his faction continued its activities
openly until it was suppressed, along with other leftist groups, in 1360 S./1981. The
Trotskyites were not very influential among Persian leftists.

The Tudeh party. The party leadership met in East Germany, in Leipzig, in January
1979, just before the fall of the shah, and declared its full support for the Revolution
and Khomeini (Eskandari, pp. 158-61, 190-93, 207). At the same meeting Iraj
Eskandari was replaced as general secretary by Nur-al-Din Kianiiri, who played a
definitive role in guiding the party until the collective arrest of its leaders in winter
1362 5./1983 (see, e.g., Tabari, pp. 260-66). At the beginning of the Revolution the
Tudeh party had been active in Persia through its clandestine participation in
Ettehad-e demokratik-e mardom-e Iran (Democratic unity of the people of Iran),
led by the noted writer and translator Mahmud E ‘temadzada (Behazin); publication
of the clandestine Navid; and its many sympathizers among artists, writers, and
journalists. After the Revolution most of the leaders, who had been living in exile
since the coup d’etat of 1332 S./1953, returned, and veterans imprisoned for
decades were released. The party resumed its overt activities and soon attracted
many of its former partisans and affiliates. Despite criticism from other leftist and
nationalist groups, it adopted a policy of almost unconditional support for the
Islamic Republic, which it defined as revolutionary and anti-imperialist; Tudeh also
voted for the new constitution (see constitutional law of the islamic republic). Party
support included cooperation with the government on all kinds of political and
security issues; on 31 Sahrivar 1359 S./22 September 1980 the party central
committee issued a leaflet entitled E‘lamiya-ye komita-ye markazi-e Hezb-e tuda-
ye Iran (Communiqué of the central committee of the Tudeh party of Iran), in
which it even encouraged members to report to the security authorities all
information about groups and individuals opposing the regime. Although Tudeh,
which had been the leading communist party in Persia during the 1940s, was
experiencing competition from several radical communist organizations that were
more attractive to younger generations, it still retained great influence. Its leaders
hoped to pave the way for ultimate seizure of power by reactivating its old
membership and infiltrating the civil and military ranks under the new regime. It
also benefited from the decisive split in the rival Sazman-e feda1an-e kalq (see. e.g.,
Tabari, pp. 295-312).



Fourth phase (since 1361 S./1982)

In 1361 S./1982 the government, after making use of the Tudeh party to help
eliminate much of the rest of the leftist opposition, targeted the party itself and
arrested almost the entire leadership and many of the most active members,
including a group of high-ranking military officers like Admiral Bahram Afzali,
commander-in-chief of the navy. By 1364 S./1985 most of these figures had been
executed; a few surviving members, led by "Ali Kavari, reorganized the party abroad
and continued to publish Mardom. Some dissident members in exile founded a new
organization, Hezb-e demokratik-e mardom-e Iran (Democratic party of the people
of Iran), under the leadership of Babak Amir-Kosravi and Fereydiin Adarnir,
following a social-democratic tendency (see Rah-e arani, subsequently retitled Rah-
e azadi, published in Paris since 1987).

In 1361 S./1982 some survivors of groups like Peykar, Razmandagan, and the
Feda'1an joined members of Komela and a small group called Ettehad-e mobarezan-
e komiinist (Union of communist militants) in an attempt to found Hezb-e
komiinist-e Iran (Communist party of Iran; Pisrow 5, Ordibehest 1362 S./May
1983, p. 1) as a proletarian party ideologically opposed to any kind of “revisionism”
(Kongera, passim). Since then Komela has defined itself as the Kurdistan branch of
the Persian communist party, though its membership has always been primarily
Kurdish. Its organ is Pisrow (Vanguard), published first in Persian Kurdistan, then
Iraqi Kurdistan; the secretary general is ‘Abd-Allah Mohtadi, and Mansur Hekmat is
a leading member. The communist party has published the journal Komiinist
monthly since 1362 S./1983 and also, in western Europe, Bolshevik in English. The
exiled survivors of Rah-e kargar, reorganized as Sazman-e kargaran-e engelabi-e
Iran (Organization of revolutionary workers of Iran), resumed publication of Rah-e
kargar in France and Germany and in 1984 also launched a theoretical organ in
Paris. They have attracted former members of other leftist groups and have
maintained a symbolic presence in Iraqi Kurdistan, near the Persian border; they
have even made efforts to gain a foothold inside the country. Some Trotskyites are
also still active abroad, publishing Siisialism wa engelab (Socialism and revolution)
in England in 1984-86.

Tufan (see above) and Hezb-e kargaran wa dehqanan (Workers’ and peasants’
party), which had split off from it in 1356 S./1977, reorganized as Hezb-e kar (Labor
party) and joined Siira-ye melli-e mogawamat (National council for resistance),
which was organized in Paris by exiled opponents of the Islamic Republic in 1981
(Abrahamian, 1989, p. 243). The minority and two majority factions of the Fada ian
have experienced further splits in exile.
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