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STATEMENT OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF IRAN ABOUT 
THE CEASEFIRE IN THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR

The Islamic Republic has finally submitted to the defeat of its war goals and policies. 
The Islamic Republic regime finally accepted Resolution 598 of the Security Council for an 
end to the war, one year after it was issued, after the regime had within this year made 
it possible for, and contributed to, a new round of war, surrounding the life of the 
masses in an inferno of fire, destruction, and killing. On July 18, when the propaganda 
machine of the Islamic rulers had muffled the cry for "war, war", it was suddenly 
announced that the Islamic Republic has unconditionally accepted Resolution 598, and 
is prepared to implement the ceasefire. p. 2

THE TENTH PLENUM OF THE CC OF THE CPI
The tenth plenum of the central connnittee of activities at the international level. These 
the CPI was held in November 1987. In this resolutions were first published in Komonist 
plenum a number of resolutions were passed on fio. 35, central organ -of the CPI. Also three 
the military presence of the U.S.A, in the interviews with the party comrades elaborating 
Gulf, the mass organisation of workers, on these resolutions have been translated from 
Islamic Councils, and certain aspects of the Komonist for publication in this issue- BM

R E SO LU TIO N S  O F T H E  TE N TH  PLEN U M :
0 The military presence of the U.S.A in the

Gulf p-4
0 Workers' mass organisations p.5

0 CPI activity abroad p-8

0 On the Islamic Councils p .9
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B O L S H E V I K  M E S S A G E

T h e  e i g h t - y e a r  w a r  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l o n g e s t ,  b l o o d i e s t ,  a n d  u n d o u b t e d l y 
m o s t  i n h u m a n  w a r s  i n  c o n t e m p e r o r y  h i s t o r y .  T h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s ,  m a s s a c r e , 
a n d  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  w a r  h a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  b y w o r d .  N e a r l y  o n e  m i l l i o n 
k i l l e d ,  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m i l l i o n  d i s a b l e d ,  n e a r l y  3  m i l l i o n  r e f u g e e s ;  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f i g u r e s 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d i r e c t  v i c t i m s  o f  t h i s  a n t i - h u m a n  w a r .  B u t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  c a n  n o t  d e s c r i b e 
t h e  r e a l  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  c a u s e d  b y  t h i s  w a r .  T h e  e i g h t ­
y e a r  w a r  h a s  f o r c e d  a  m o u n t a i n  o f  p a i n  a n d  m i s e r y  o n  t h e  p e o p l e .  M i l l i o n s  o f  f a m i l i e s  w h o 
a r e  e a c h  m o u r n i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  l o v e d  o n e ,  t h e  e m p t y  t a b l e s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  w o r k i n g  m e n  a n d 
w o m e n ,  w h o s e  m e a g r e  l i v e l i h o o d  h a s  b e e n  p l u n d e r e d  b y  t h e  r u l e r s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  w a r , 
t h e  u n h a p p y  l o o k  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  m o t h e r s  w h o  d a i l y  f a c e  t h e  l a c k  o f  t r e a t m e n t ,  f o o d ,  b o o k s , 
a n d  s t a t i o n a r y  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  g o  t h r o u g h 
t h e  w a k e f u l l  n i g h t m a r e  o f  d e a t h  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  o v e r a l l  d e s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f 
m e a n s  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  t h e  b a c k b r e a k i n g  e f f o r t  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a  l i v e l i h o o d  f o r c e d  o n  e a c h  a n d 
e v e r y  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f a m i l y ,  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  o f  m i s e r y  l e f t  b e h i n d  b y  t h e  w a r ,  b y  f a r 

s u r p a s s e s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  t h e  w a r  i t s e l f . . .
E v e r y  o n e  i s ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e ,  a s k i n g  w h y  t h e s e  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  t h e  h e a p  o f  s u f f e r i n g  w e r e 

i n f l i c t e d  o n  u s ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  c l e a r  t o  u s  I r a n i a n  w o r k e r s .  T h e  I s l a m i c  r e g i m e 
s a c r i f i c e d  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  f o r c e  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e a c t i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  w e  w e r e 
s u b j e c t e d ,  u p o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e 
I s l a m i c  r e g i m e  r a z e s  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  f o r c e  t h e  o c h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s 
w i t h  w h i c h  i t  w a s  c o m p e t i n g  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  m o d e l  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  t y p e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t . 
T h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  d r o v e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n t o  b a t t l e f i e l d s  a n d  i n f l i c t e d  a 
h e a p  o f  s u f f e r i n g  o n  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l a c e  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p 
o f  a n t i - w o r k e r  r e a c t i o n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  r e g i o n .

T h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  h a s  n o w  e x p e r i e n c e d  d e f e a t  i n  i t s  a n t i - p e o p l e  g o a l s  a n d  p o l i c i e s . 
I t s  a p p a r e n t l y  o m n i p o t e n t  i m a g e  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  b r o k e n  d o w n .  I t s  w e a k n e s s  h a s  b e c o m e 
o f f i c i a l  a n d  i t  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  d e f e a t  a n d  h e l p l e s s n e s s .  T h e  w a r  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  e n d s  w i t h  i t s  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  c e a s e f i r e .  B u t '  t h i s  e n d  t o  t h e  w a r  o f  t h e 
I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  i s  o n l y  a  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  m a s s e s  o f  I r a n . 
F o r  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  s t i l l  b e a r  t h e  b r u n t  o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d 
t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  m i s e r i e s  o f  t h e  w a r  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c ,  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r  o f  t h e 
I s l a m i c  r e g i m e  i s  o n l y  a  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  m o r e  s e r i o u s ,  e x p a n s i v e  a n d  p o w e r f u l ' !  s t r u g g l e  t o 
w r e n c h  w a r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  r e g i m e .  T h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  s h o u l d  p a y  f o r  t h e  w a r  a n d 
f o r  a l l  i t s  c r i m e s  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  t o i l i n g  p e o p l e  o f  I r a n . T h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e 
p e o p l e ,  t r a m p l e d  u n d e r  t h e  w a r ,  s h o u l d  b e  e x r t a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  a n d  t h e 
p o v e r t y  a n d  d e s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  t h e  r e g i m e  h a s  s u r p a s s e d  b e y o n d  a l l  l i m i t s  w i t h  i t s  w a r , 
s h o u l d  b e  e n d e d .  T h e  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  a n d  t o i l i n g  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  t a k e  p a r t ,  w i t h  t h e i r 
d e m a n d s ,  i n  a  b r o a d e r  a n d  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c . 
W e  h a v e  n o  d o u b t ,  a n d  n o  o n e  s h o u l d  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  o f 
I r a n  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  c a n  a n d  m u s t  s o u n d  t h e  d e a t h  k n e l l  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c )  a n d 
w i t h  t h e i r  p o w e r  b r e a k  d o w n  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  h a n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  h e a d s  a n d  a g e n t s  o f 
t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c ,  t h e s e  w a r  c r i m i n a l s  w h o  c h a n t e d  " w a r ,  w a r "  u p  t i l l  r e c e n t  d a y s ,  t o 
t h e i r  o w n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r i b u n a l s  f o r  p u n i s h m e n t .

W o r k e r s !  O p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  o f  I r a n !

R i s e  t o  t a k e  i n d e m n i t y  f o r  t h e  w a r  a n d  f o r  a l l  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  a n d  c r i m e s  f r o m  t h e 
I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c .  D e c l a r e  c l e a r l y  y o u r  d e m a n d s  a g a i n s t  p o v e r t y ,  d e s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d 
d i s e n f r a n c h i s m e n t , a n d  e n t e r  t h e  s c e n e  i n  a n  e x p a n s i v e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  u n b e a r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r c e d  o n  y o u r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  W e a k n e s s 
a n d  i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  l i n e s  o f  y o u r  e n e m i e s  i s  a l l  t o ' o  o b v i o u s .  T h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c  t h e m s e l v e s  a d m i t  t h i s  i n  y o u r  p r e s e n c e  i n  s o  m a n y  w o r d s .  T a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e 
p r e s e n t  w e a k n e s s  a n d  h e l p l e s s n e s s  o f  y o u r  e n e m i e s  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  y o u r  r a n k s  a n d  d i c t a t e 
y o u r  d e m a n d s .  C o n d i t i o n s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  T h e  I s l a m i c  r u l e r s  w h o s e 
w e a k n e s s  h a s  f o r c e d  t h e m  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  c e a s e f i r e ,  a r e  n o w  d o i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  t o 
m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  w a r  m o b i l i s a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  r e b u i l d  a n d  r e v i v e  t h e i r  c o n f u s e d  f o r c e s  o f 
s u p p r e s s i o n ,  t h i s  t i m e  d i r e c t l y  a g a i n s t  y o u .  T h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  c a n  n o t  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t 
b e  a l l o w e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  e f f o r t .  T r y  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e 

w a r  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c .  T h e  w a r  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c 
s h o u l d  b e  d i s m a n t l e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y ;



Resolution about
THE MILITARY PRESEN

THE U.S.A IN THE G
Considering that,

1- the dispatching of the American warships to the 
Persian Gulf, under whatever covers that it may be 
justified, essentially follows the objective of: 
consolidating U.S. imperialism’s domination and giving 
it supremacy in the rivalries between the imperialist 
blocs and states; strengthening the position of the 
reactionary states in the region;tightening the bonds 
of imperialist subjugation; and confronting the danger 
of revolutionary crises and revolts against the 

shaken by the out
countries. This 
intervention in 
against the Nicar
undisguised recou

boat diplomacy 
challenged and fo
masses everywhere.
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r e a l i t i e s .  T h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  f o r m  i s  t h e  c o u n c i l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f 
t h e  [ 1 9 7 9 ]  r e v o l t u i o n  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v i s t s  a n d 

v a n g u a r d s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t  t u r n e d  t o  t h e 
c o u n c i l  m o v e m e n t .  I n  m a n y  p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t r e s  t h e r e 
e m e r g e d  f a c t o r y  c o u n c i l s  a n d  i n  s o m e  a r e a s  w o r k e r s ’ 
d i s t r i c t  c o u n c i l s .  W i t h  t h e  2 0 t h  J u n e  1 9 8 1  c l a m p ­
d o w n  [ b y  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c ]  a n d  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n 
w h i c h  e n s u e d ,  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  o n  t h e  m o r e 
l i m i t e d  s c a l e ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y  m o v e ­
m e n t .  T o d a y  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  s e t t i n g  u p  c o u n c i l s  i s  a 
w i d e - s p r e a d  a n d  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  a m o n g  t h e  w o r k i n g - 
c l a s s  m a s s e s .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a b o v e  p o i n t s ,  w e  d e c l a r e  t h a t :

1 -  T h e  m a i n  s l o g a n '  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  o f  t h e 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  I r a n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m a s s  o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  i s  p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  a n d  t h e 
b u i l d i n g  o f  w o r k e r s ’ c o u n c i l s ,  a n d  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n s .

2 -  W e  r e g a r d  t h e  o r g a n i s i n g  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o n 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o u n c i l s  t o  b e  t h e  a x i s  o f  c l a s s ’ s 
m a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h i s  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  a  p o i n t  o f 
r e l i a n c e  f o r  o t h e r  w o r k e r s ’ m a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
w h i c h  w e  s h a l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  u n i t e  a r o u n d  t h e 
c o u n c i l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .

5 -  T h e  c o u n c i l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  f o r m 
o f  w o r k e r s ’ m a s s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l i s e d  a n d  v a n g u a r d  s e c t i o n  o f 
t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i n  b i g  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  w o r k p l a c e s . 
H e n c e  w e  e n d e a u v o u r  t o  b u i l d  a n  a l l - e m b r a c i n g  a n d 
e x t e n s i v e  c o u c i l  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  s m a l l  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  i n 
t h o s e  b r a n c h e s  w h e r e  d u e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n 
o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
o f  w o r k e r s  i s  l i m i t e d ,  a n d  w h e r e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o n  t h e 
b a s i s  o f  t r a d e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  w o r k e r s  w i t h  a  s t r o n g e r 
p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  t h a n  a  w o r k p l a c e ­
b a s e d  u n i t y ,  w e  c a l l  t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  f o r m  t r a d e ­
u n i o n s ,  a n d  w i l l  o u r s e l v e s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e i r 
f o r m a t i o n ,  w e  s h a l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e 
u n i o n  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  t h e s e  b r a n c h e s  c o m e  i n t o 
c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u n c i l - m o v e m e n t  o f 
t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .

B :  T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  w o r k e r s ’ c o u n c i l s

T h e  c h i e f  f e a t u r e s  o f  c o u n c i l s  a n d  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e 
o f  w o r k e r s  g e t t i n g  o r g a n i s e d  o n  a  c o u n c i l  b a s i s ,  w h i c h , 
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  o u r  a g i t a t i o n s ,  a r e  t h e 
f o l  l o w i n g :

1 -  C o u n c i l s  - a r e  f o r m e d  f r o m  b e l o w ;  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l 
f e a t u r e  i s  d e m o c r a t i s m  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t  e x e r c i s e  o f 
a u t h o r i t y  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  m a s s e s .

2 -  C o u n c i l  i s  t h e  r e g u l a r  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  g e n e r a l 
a s s e m b l y  o f  w o r k e r s .  I n  e v e r y  p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t  a l l

w o r k e r s  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  u n i t , 
a n d  w o r k e r s ’ g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  i s  t h e  m a i n  b o d y  a n d  t h e 
d e c  i s i o n - m a k i n g  o r g a n  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l .  T h e  g e n e r a l 

a s s e m b l y  e l e c t s  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  ( a s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ­
c o m m i t t e e  o r  u n d e r  a n y  o t h e r  n a m e )  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a ­
t i o n  o f  i t s  d e c i s i o n s .  T h e s e  p e r s o n s  m a y  b e  r e v o k e d  o r 
r e - i n s t a t e d  i n  e v e r y  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y .

5 -  I n  l a r g e  f a c t o r i e s ,  w h e r e  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o 
c o n v e n e  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  o f  a l l  w o r k e r s ,  t h e 
f a c t o r y  c o u n c i l  i s  f o r m e d  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f 
s e v e r a l  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l i e s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  t h e  g e n e r a l 
a s s e m b l y  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s .

4 -  T h e  c o u n c i l s ’ n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  a  h i e r a r c h i ­
c a l  s t r u c t u r e  w h o s e  b a s i c  u n i t s  a r e  t h e  f a c t o r y 
c o u n c i l s ;  a t  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l ,  t h e  c o u n c i l s  o f  f a c t o r y 
c o u n c i l s ’ d e p u t i e s  a r e  f o r m e d ;  ( a n d  l i k e w i s e  a t  s t i l l 
h i g h e r  l e v e l s ) .

5 -  T h e  c o u n c i l  s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e 
o f  t r a d e - u n i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  u n i t y  i n  t h e s e  c o u n c i l s . 
P r o f e s s i o n s  w h o s e  s u i t a b l e  f o r m  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  t h e 
t r a d e - u n i o n ,  c a n ,  a t  c e r t a i n  l e v e l s ,  s e n d  d e l e g a t e s  t o 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o u n c i l s ,  t h u s  d e c l a r i n g  t h e i r 
a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u n c i l s ’ n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n .

6 -  T h e  c o u n c i l  s y s t e m  h a s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  o r g a n i s e 
w o r k i n g - c l a s s  m a s s e s  i n  o t h e r  c o n t e x t s  a n d  o t h e r 
s o c i a l  f o r m s .  R u r a l  c o u n c i l s  a n d  s o l d i e r s ’ c o u n c i l s 
c a n ,  a t  c e r t a i n  l e v e l s ,  j o i n  t h i s  m o v e m e n t .  W o r k e r s ’ 
c o o p e r a t i v e s  m o v e m e n t ,  e t c ,  c a n  a l s o  b e  c o n n e c t e d  t o 
t h e  c o u n c i l  n e t w o r k .

C : T h e  g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y  m o v e w e n t

A s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  c o u n c i l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f 
w o r k e r s  a n d  a s  a n  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  r e a l i s a b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o 
f i l l i n g  t h e  v a c u u m  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  m a s s  w o r k e r s ’ 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , t h e  C P I  s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y  m o v e m e n t . 
T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  i s  t o  b u i l d  a  w i d e  n e t w o r k 
o f  w o r k e r s '  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r i e s 
a n d  e c o n o m i c - p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s ,  t o  m a k e  t h e m  c o n v e n e  o n 
a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  t o  j o i n  t h e m  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d ,  t h r o u g h 
t h e m ,  c r e a t e  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n  e f f e c t i v e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  m e a n s  a n d  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s  n a t i o n w i d e 
p r a c t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  w o r k e r s ’ c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e s .

T h e  g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y  m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  s e t  u p 
b y  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  a c t i v i t y  o f  c o m m u n i s t  w o r k e r s ,  h a s 
t h e  e s s e n t i a l  m e r i t  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t 
s t e p  i n  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s ’ c o u n c i l s ,  i t 
a l r e a d y  h a s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  r a p i d l y  r e a l i s i n g  i t s 
o b j e c t i v e s ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  v e r y  f a v o u r a b l e 
m a t e r i a l  g r o u n d s  i n  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t .  T h e 
r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t  c o n f i r m  t h e 
c o r r e c t n e s s  a n d  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y .

1 -  T h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ 
s t r u g g l e s  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  a n d  d e m a n d 
o f  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l y  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n



R e s o l u t i o n  a b o u t : 
C E R T A I N  I M P O R T A N T  A S P E C T S  O F 

T H E  A C T I V I T I E S  O F  T H E  C P I 
A T  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L E V E L

T o  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  a i m s  o f  t h e 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  r e q u i r e s ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  c a r r y i n g 
o u t  c o n s i s t e n t  w o r k  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l :  T o 
e l u c i d a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d 
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p a r t y ’ s  w o r k 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  n a m e l y ,  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  n o n - I r a n i a n 
g r o u p s ,  o u r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  o r g a n i s a ­
t i o n s ,  a n d o u r  t a S k s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  i m m i g r a n t  I r a n i a n s , 
t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  I r a n 
s t r e s s e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s :

1 -  T h e  b a s e s  o f  t h e  p a r t y ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  l e v e l

T h e  p a r t y ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r k  c o v e r s  v a r i o u s 
a s p e c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l  f r a m e w o r k :

a )  h e l p i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  a  r e ­
v o l u t i o n a r y  a n d  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c o m m u n i s t  r a n k  a t  t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  a l l  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t 
a n d  o p p o r t u n i s t  c a m p s  a n d  p o l e s ,  a n d  a l s o  f r o m  t h e 
s e c t a r i a n  g r o u p i n g s  o f  t h e  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  r a d i c a l - 
L e f t .

b )  s e r v i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  o f 
t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e 
s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  h a r d s h i p s 
w h i c h  c a p i t a l  i m p o s e s  o n  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  d i f f e r e n t 
c o u n t r i e s .

c )  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  s t r u g g l e s  o f 
o p p r e s s e d  a n d  t o i l i n g  s t r a t a  a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s 
a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  b y  c a p i t a l  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  h e l p i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o m m u n i s t 
p o l i t i c s  a n d  r a n k  i n  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s .

d )  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  m a x i m u m  p o s s i b l e  f o r c e s  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  d r a w i n g  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f 
t h e  w o r l d  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ' s  s t r a t e g y  i n  I r a n ,  n a m e l y  o v e r t h r o w i n g 
t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  a n d  s e t t i n g  u p  w o r k e r s '  r u l e .

2 -  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C P I  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l 

g r o u p s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r k  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f  c o n t a c t s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  a n d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w h i c h  w o r k  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  c o m m u n i s m .  T h e 
C P I  d e s i r e s  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a n t  w i n g s  o f 
t h e  r a d i c a l - L e f t  t e n d e n c y  i n  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  t o w a r d s 
p r i n c i p l e d  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e i r 
j o i n i n g  t h e  r a n k  o f  s t r u g g l e  t o  b u i l d  a  p r i n c i p l e d

c o m m u n i s t  p o l e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e v i s i o n i s t  c u r r e n t s .  W h i l e  w e l c o m i n g  c o n t a c t s  a n d 
e x c h a n g e s  o f  v i e w s  w i t h  a l l  r a d i c a l - L e f t  p a r t i e s  a n d 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t h e  C P I  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  o n l y  w i t h  t h o s e  c u r r e n t s  w h o s e  p r a c t i c e ' ,  v i e w s 
a n d  s t a n d s  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s u c h  a 
c o m m u n i s t  r a n k .  T h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  [ d i s t i n g u i s h i n g ] 
s u c h  a  r a n k  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

a )  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  t h e 
w o r k e r s ’  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  s t r i v i n g  t o  t u r n  t h e  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  c o m m u n i s t  m o v e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f 
c o m m u n i s t  w o r k e r s ;  g i v i n g  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f 
u n i t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s , 
c o n t i n u o u s l y  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l i s t 
i d e a l s  a n d  s o c i a l i s t  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  c l a s s ,  s t r e n g t h e n ­
i n g  t h e  w o r k e r s '  m o v e m e n t  i n  v a r i o u s  f r o n t s ,  a n d 
f i g h t i n g  t o  f r e e  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .

b )  b e l i e v i n g  i n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e 
s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a i m e d  a t 
a b o l i s h i n g  b o u r g e o i s  p r o p e r t y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  c o m m o n 
o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  e x c h a n g e ,  a n d 
d o i n g  a w a y  w i t h  w a g e - l a b o u r  a n d  c l a s s  e x p l o i t a t i o n .

c )  b a s i c  a n d  p r i n c i p l e d  d e m a r c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
" s o c i a l i s m "  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c a m p s  a n d  p o l e s  ( t h e 
S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  C h i n a  a n d  A l b a n i a )  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t r e n d s  s u c h  a s  T r o t s k y i s m  a n d  E u r o - c o m m u n i s m ;  e n d e a ­
v o u r i n g  t o  f o r m  a  w o r k e r s '  c o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

d )  b e i n g  p r i n c i p l e d  i n  t a c t i c a l  s t a n d s  a n d  h a v i n g 
c o m p l e t e  t a c t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s 
f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  u n d e r  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s ; 
d e f e n d i n g  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g 
c l a s s ,  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  i d e a l  a n d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  e m a n c i ­
p a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  d e s p o t i s m  o f  t h e 
c a p i t a l i s m  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  e p o c h .

e )  a c t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n i s m ,  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e  s i g n i ­
f i c a n c e  o f  w o r k e r s '  c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e 
s t r u g g l e s  o f  o p p r e s s e d  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  s t r a t a  i n 
c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  e v e n  w h e r e  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  b r e a k 
o u t  o v e r  d e m a n d s  f o r  r e f o r m ;  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  p l a y  a n 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s ,  i n 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s '  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  d i s ­
s e m i n a t i n g  c o m m u n i s t  p o l i t i c s .

3 -  W o r k  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  w o r k e r s *  m a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s

a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l

T o d a y  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s '  m o v e m e n t  a n d

L O N G  L I V E  P R O L E T A R I A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L I S M !



THE MILITARY PRESENCE OF
IN THE GULF 

Interview with comrade Abdolla
The following interview  has been translated from 
Komonist (cen tra l organ o f  the C P I), No.'36, Feb. *88.

Q: What were in general terms the reasons behind 
the recent resolution of the Central Commit­
tee of the communist Party of Iran on ’’the 
military presence of the U.S.A, in the Gulf”? 
Could you also highlight the important 
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intended to prevent the Soviet Union from finding 

influence in tne region, and also to give assurance to 
the Arab states about the American strength and 

support.
You also asked about the objectives that these 

actions pursue in relation to the Iran-Iraq war. Here, 

I am not going to talk about the war itself or of the 
phases it has gone through. I’ll just mention the point 
that, as you know, this war reached a complete dead­
end last year. It is still militarily in a dead-end 
despite the recent, events which have merely had 
temporary results, and cannot affect the fate of the 
war.

The following factors, however, made the political 

tensions in Iraq. 
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THE MILITARY PRESENCE OF THE U.S.A 
IN THE GULF 
Interview with comrade Abdollah Moht*dl

A: Iranian workers and toilers have had bitter 
experiences and suffered many sacrifices. For years 
they have felt the bitter taste of living under the 
rule of the Islamic regime with their own flesh and 
blood. They have felt poverty, lack of rights, 
unemploymentT and homelessness as a consequence of its 
rule. Tney have witnessed many stage-shows put on by 
the Islamic Republic, and to them nothing can justify 
the ugly reality of this regime. They are longing for 
the regime’s overthrow. Therefore creating illusions 
amongst the Iranian workers and toilers is hardly the 
question, but the USA’s presence does give the Islamic 
Republic an excuse to step up its war recruitments.and 

imperialists, they 
imposing peace, and
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MASS ORGANISATION OF 
THE WORKING CLASS 

Interview with comrade Mansoor Hekmat

have their particular alternatives not only regarding 
the form of working-class organisation but also on the 
entire economic and political situation in the 
society. The trade-unionist and council movements are 
parts of wider movements for making changes in the 
whole of society in definite directions. We should 
discard the traditional naive view common in the Left, 
that supposedly political parties represent the 
conscious political struggle, whereas workers’ 
organisations express the ’’spontaneous” activity of 
workers for improvements in their conditions. The 
truth is that even if trade-unionism and the trade- 
•jnionist movement was, at its infancy in the last 
century, a "spontaneous” movement (which it was not), 
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B O L S H E V I K  M E S S A G E

M A S S  O R G A N I S A T I O N  O F 
T H E  W O R K I N G  C L A S S 

I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  c o m r a d e  M a n s o o r  H e k m a t

e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  l o n g  i t  c a n  k e e p  t h e  w o r k i n g 
m a s s e s  i n  t h e  a r e n a  o f  s t r u g g l e ,  h o w  l o n g  i t  c a n 
r e m a i n  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  b r a o d ,  m a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  a n d  h o w 
f a r  i t  c a n  i n v o l v e  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a n d 
p o l i c i e s  a n d  i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e m .  T h u s  t h e  c o u n c i l  i s 
s t i l l  t h e  b e s t  s u i t e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  f o r m ,  s i n c e , 
u n l i k e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m a n y  t r a d e - u n i o n s ,  i t s  r a i s o n 
d ’ e t r e  i s  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s ’ m a s s  a c t i o n 
a n d  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a  m a s s  f o r c e .

A n y w a y ,  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  a b s t r a c t  a n d  h y p o t h e t i c a l 
w a y  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  T h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f 
I r a n  i s  c a l l i n g  t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y 
a n d  c o u n c i l  m o v e m e n t  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e , 
i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  j u n c t u r e 
o f  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  i n  I r a n .  T h a t  d a r k  r e a c t i o n  a n d 
n o n - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s . W o r k e r s ’ 
c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  w a g e d  n o t  b y 
t r a d e - u n i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  b o u r g e o i s  l e g a l i t y , 
b u t  b y  w o r k e r s  w h o  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  l i m i ­
t a t i o n  o f  l e g a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  ( w h i c h  a r e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n  I r a n ) .  T h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  h o l d  g e n e r a l  a s s e m b l i e s 
i l l e g a l l y , i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  s t a t e  o r d e r s  a n d  u n d e r  t h e 
n o s e  o f  i t s  h e n c h m e n ;  t h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s t r i k e , 
d e m o n s t r a t e ,  e t c ,  i l l e g a l l y .  I f  s o m e o n e  c o m e s  a l o n g 
a n d  f o r m s  a  u n i o n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  w a y ,  i . e . ,  i n  a  “ l e g a l ” 
w a y ,  w h i c h ,  b y  s t a t e  a p p r o v a l ,  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e 
l e g a l l y ,  r e j e c t  t h e  l a b o u r - l a w  a n d  m o b i l i z e  t h e 
w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t  i t ,  s h u t  d o w n  a l l  I s l a m i c  S o c i e t i e s 
a n d  I s l a m i c  C o u n c i l s  a n d  g i v e  t h e  w o r k e r s '  l e a d e r s  a 
f r e e  h a n d ,  w e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  p e o p l e  t o  w e l c o m e 
h i m !  T h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  e v e n  s u c h  a  l e g a l  t r a d e ­
u n i o n  m u s t  b e  e n f o r c e d  o n  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  e x i s t i n g 
r e p r e s s i o n  i s  s o  t i g h t  a n d  s e r e v e  t h a t  a n y  p r o t e s t  b y 
w o r k e r s  i s  i l l e g a l .  U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h a t 
m o v e m e n t  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  r e a l i t y  t h a t  i s  a b l e  t o 
l e a d ,  o r g a n i s e ,  a n d  u n i f y  t h e  e x i s t i n g ,  i l l e g a l , 
w o r k e r s '  s t r u g g l e s .  A  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  c a n  i m p o s e 
w o r k e r s '  b a s i c  r i g h t s  o n  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  i t s  l a w s . 
T h i s  i s  a  c o u n c i l  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e  g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y 
m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  n o t  a  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  f i r s t  p r e s u p p o s e s 
l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  b y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d e s p o t i c  s t a t e .  T h e 
t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t  n e e d s  a  d e g r e e  o f  s t a b l e  b o u r ­
g e o i s  l e g a l i t y  a n d  a  d e g r e e  o f  l e g a l  f r e e d o m  o f  a c t i o n 
w h i c h  h a s  s e l d o m  e x i s t e d  i n  I r a n  a n d  t o d a y  e x i s t s  l e s s 
t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  t i m e .  W e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  w o r k e r s '  l e g a l 
s t r u g g l e s  t o  b e  o f  v i t a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  B u t  t h i s  c a n n o t 
m e a n  g i v i n g  p r i o r i t y  t o  t r a d e - u n i o n  p o l i c y  o v e r 
c o u n c i l  p o l i c y .  L e t  m e  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t o d a y  n o  o n e , 

s a v e  t h e  T u d e h - i s t  a n d  F e d a i e e n  ( M a j o r i t y )  t r e n d , 
e n t e r t a i n s  s u c h  i l l u s i o n s .  A n y  s y n d i c a l i s t  w h o  w a n t s , 
t o  a n y  d e g r e e ,  t o  b e  r e a l i s t ,  a n d  h e n c e  r a d i c a l ,  w o u l d 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  u n i o n s  r e q u i r e s  a 
b r o a d  " i l l e g a l "  s t r u g g l e  b y  w o r k e r s ,  w i t h  i t s  o w n 
[ " i l l e g a l " ]  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h u s ,  s o m e  n o w  t a l k  a b o u t 
" c l a n d e s t i n e  u n i o n s " ,  i . e . ,  i l l e g a l ,  s e c r e t  u n i o n i s m ; 
u n i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  m a s s  o r g a n i a t i o n s .  T h i s ,  o f 
c o u r s e ,  i s  t o  u n d e r m i n e  a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  p u r p o s e ,

s i n c e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  c o u n c i l s  a n d  u n i o n s  w a s 
s u p p o s e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s '  p u b l i c 
a n d  m a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n . W h a t  w e  a r e  s a y i n g  i s  t h a t  e v e n 
u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  b o u r g e o i s - I s l a m i c  d e s p o t i s m  i t  i s 
p o s s i b l e  t o  b u i l d  o p e n ,  m a s s  w o r k e r s '  o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
w h i c h  f o r c e  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  S u c h  o r g a n i s a ­
t i o n s  w o u l d  n o  d o u b t  h a v e  i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t s  w i t h 
s e c r e t  p a r t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  c l a n d e s t i n e  g r o u p i n g s 
o f  v a n g u a r d  w o r k e r s .

T h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  n e i t h e r  l e g a l ,  n o r 
c l a n d e s t i n e  u n i o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  i l l u s i o n - b r e e d i n g  a n d 
c o n f u s i n g ;  i t  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  d e f u n c t 
r e f o r m i s m  i n  I r a n .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s  a n o t h e r  c o n f i r m a t i o n 
o f  t h e  i n c a p a b i l i t y  o f  I r a n i a n  p o p u l a r  s o c i a l i s m 
i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s '  s t r u g g l e 
i n  i t s  m a s s - p u b l i c  d i m e n s i o n .  I t  i s  a n  i d e a l i s t  a n d 
i n t e l l e c t u a l i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e 
q u e s t i o n  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e  t r u e  p a t h ,  t h e  c o m m u n i s t 
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l - a s s e m b l y  m o v e m e n t  a n d  - 
a s  i t  d e v e l o p s  -  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ c o u n c i l s  m o v e m e n t .  T o 
d i s c u s s  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  s u c h  a  m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e 
w a k e  o f  a  d e f e a t e d  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t 
h e l p s  c l a r i f y  t h e  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e  h e r e .

Q :  I n  t h e  i n t r o u d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n , 
s y n d i c a l i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  h a v e  b e e n  e q u a t e d  w i t h 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a 
n e g a t i v e  s e n s e .  I n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  r o l e 
w h i c h  s y n d i c a l i s m  c a n  p l a y  i n  v a r i o u s 
h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d s  a n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s 
o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t ,  i s  i t  a  n e g a t i v e 
t e n d e n c y  i n  t h e  w o r k e r s '  m o v e m e n t ?

A :  T h e  p r e a m b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
r e s o l t i o n  m a k e s  n o  d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t r a d e - u n i o n s . 
P e r h a p s  y o u  m e a n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  ( s e c t i o n  " 0 “  o n  t r a d e - u n i o n s ) .  B u t  e v e n 
t h e r e  s y n d i c a l i s m  a s  a  w h o l e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  a s 
a  n e g a t i v e  t e n d e n c y .  I t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  o b s e r v i n g  a n 
a l r e a d y  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o u r s e  w h e r e  t h e  w e a k  p o i n t s  o f 
t h e  t r a d e - u n i o n s  s t a n d  o u t .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t r a d e ­
u n i o n s  t o  d a t e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  s y n d i c a l i s t  h i s t o r y ,  i s  n o t 
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t r a d e - u n i o n i s t s .  I t 
i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  t r a d e - u n i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  S u c h 
f a c t s  a s :  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c r e a t e  a  b r o a d  c l a s s  u n i t y ; 
d r a w i n g  c l o s e  t o ,  a s  f a r  a s  a n  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h  r e f o r m i s t ,  s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c  p a r t i e s  a n d  p o l i t i c s ; 
a b a n d o n i n g  d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y ;  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
b u r e a u c r a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m  ( a s  f a r  a s  a p p o i n t ­
i n g  l i f e - l o n g  b o s s e s  i n  s o m e  u n i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  p o w e r ­
l e s s n e s s  o f  r a n k - a n d - f i l e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  s e s s i o n s ) ,  e t c , 
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n , 

a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  t r a d e - u n i o n i s m  a s  i t 
h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  b e e n  u p  t o  n o w .  B u t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  i s 
e n o u g h  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  s y n d i c a l i s m  a s  a 
w h o l e  i s  a  " n e g a t i v e  t e n d e n c y " .  T h e  r o l e  o f  t r a d e ­
u n i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  a s s e s s e d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g .  M o s t  o f t e n  t r a d e - u n i o n s  h a v e  b e e n 
t h e  w o r k e r s '  o n l y  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  s t r u g g l e .  T o d a y  t h e 
B r i t i s h  m i n e r  i n  e f f e c t  h a s  n o  o t h e r  m e a n s  t h a n  t h e 
N U M  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  r i g h t s .  I n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  u n i o n s  p l a y
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undo the slightest organisational advance by workers 
in the course of struggle. Rather, by our intervention, 
by our support, and by our sacrifice in the ranks of 
every class battle, we shall endeavour to push tnese 
efforts in a direction in which we believe workers' 
genuine interests are realized. Our objective is to 
make the workers* movement as strong as possible 
against the bourgeoisie. We are sure that the day our 
politics becomes the main tendency inside the working 
class, the workers' power will find its greatest mani­
festation. But as long as, alongside us other 
militant tendencies inside the class movement are 
engaged in creating other forms of unity, we shall 
offer them our help. At the same time we will try to 
make the council and general-assembly movement win 
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6- workers’ councils may affiliate other workers' 
organisations to themselves, whether locally or 
nationally. The councils themselves will determine the 
criteria for such affiliations, depending on the case.

These points give a general picture of the structure 
of a council system. But the more practical and 
concrete aspects will De defined Dy the movements 
itself, in the course of its development. The actual 
field of action of the councils will in the last 
resort De determined by the balance of class forces. 

No advance regulations or statutes should restrict 
this field of action.

I should add another point about councils and the 
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The shop-keepers can, in response to the secret 
calls of a particular authority, all close down 
their shops on a specific day (as a gesture of 
protest]. Workers, however, need physical concen­
tration and collective exertion of power in their 
struggles. Only in this way do they feel strong. And 
only in this way can advanced workers perform their 
role at the head of workers’ ranks. Therefore ideas 
about mysterious centres leading isolated individual 
workers should be discarded. We should create the 
possibility for workers' collective, united struggle. 
He who claims repression does not let us do that, 
should go home and rest. We say that the general - 
assembly is the tested and tried instrument of this 
struggle. Our agitations should increase the confidence 
in general-assemblies and their effectiveness.
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B O L S H E V I K  M E S S A G E

t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w h i c h  c o m e s  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  a r t i c l e  i n 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  i  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  a m b i ­
g u i t y .  W e  a r e  d u t y - b o u n d  t o  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  t h e 
s t r u g g l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i n 
a n y  c o u n t r y  a g a i n s t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  e n c r o a c h ­
m e n t s  u p o n  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s 
w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  W e  o u g h t  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f 
I r a n  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f 
w o r k ,  l i v i n g  a n d  s t r u g g l e s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  W e  h a v e  t o 
c a l l  u p o n  t h e m  t o  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g ­
g l e s .  w e  h a v e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  l a s t i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e 
m i l i t a n t s  a n d  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t ,  T r a d e 

U n i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  m a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g 
c l a s s  o f  e a c h  c o u n t r y .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  p a r t  o f  r o u t i n e 
c o m m u n i s t  w o r k  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  t h e y  m a y  o n l y 
b e  c o n d i t i o n e d  o r  l i m i t e d  b y  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  c a p a ­
b i l i t i e s .  I s h o u l d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s a y  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  u p 
s o l i d a r i t y  b e t w e e n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  o f  I r a n  a n d  o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s  i s  a  r e c i p r o c a l  m a t t e r  w h i c h  p l a c e s  b a s i c 
t a s k s  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  m i l i t a n t s  i n  I r a n ,  t o o .

Q :  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  o u r 
f o r c e s  a b r o a d  a r e  e x i l e d  c o m m u n i s t s ,  w e  s e e 
t h a t  t h e s e  c o m r a d e s  f a c e  c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s . 
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  c e r t a i n  l e v e l  o f 
f l u e n c y  i n  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s  n e e d e d  t o  t a k e 
p a r t  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  p o l e m i c a l 
w o r k .  T h e y  a l s o  n e e d  t o  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o 
t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i n  t h o s e 
c o u n t r i e s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a t  t h e 
f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ s t r u g g l e s .  B o t h  o f 
t h e s e  a r e  s l o w  p r o c e s s e s .  W h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  t o 
g e t  o v e r  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ?

A :  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  o u r  c o m r a d e s  h a v e  t o  g o 
t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e .  I n  o r d e r  t o  w o r k  a m o n g  t h e  w o r k e r s 
o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e 
i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  o r  p l a y  t h e  r o l e  o f 
t h e  p r a c t i c a l  l e a d e r s  o f  w o r k e r s '  s t r u g g l e s .  T h e 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  I r a n  i s  n o t ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e ,  a  p a r t y 
o r g a n i s i n g  o r  l e a d i n g  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t  o f  o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s .  A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  o u r  d u t y 
i s  t o  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  t a k e  p a r t  i n ,  w o r k e r s '  s t r u g g l e s  i n 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  W e  h a v e  t o  d o  t h i s  p r i n c i p a l l y 
t h r o u g h  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  t h r o u g h 
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e 
w o r k e r s '  m o v e m e n t .  O b v i o u s l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b u i l d  u p 
s u c h  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  o u r  c o m r a d e s  s h o u l d  n o t  w a i t  t o  b e 
i n t e g r a t e d  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o r  t o  b e  r a i s e d  t o  t h e 
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s '  s t r u g g l e s . 
W h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i s  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  i n  a l l  w o r k e r s * 
g a t h e r i n g s ,  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  w o r k e r s ’ c o n d i t i o n s  o f 
l i v i n g  a n d  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s ,  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n d  b e 
k e e n  o n  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  t o  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h 
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  t h e  m e t h o d s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  o f 
s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  e a c h  c o u n t r y .  S u c h  a n 
a t t i t u d e  w o u l d  n o  d o u b t  e n a b l e  o u r  c o m r a d e s  t o 
e s t a b l i s h  m a n y  p e r s o n a l  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s 
w i t h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  v a n g u a r d  c i r c l e s  o f 
t h e  w o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t ;  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  i n  t u r n 
p r o v i d e  c h a n n e l s  r e l a t i n g  t h e  P a r t y  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s ’

s t r u g g l e s .
A g a i n ,  e v e n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  m a y  s e e m  a  s l o w  o n e  t o  o u r 

a c t i v i s t s  a b r o a d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  p r o b l e m 
s t e m m i n g  f r o m  t h e  r e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  o u r  f i e l d  o f 
a c t i v i t y  a b r o a d .  R a t h e r  i t  i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  n o n ­
p r o l e t a r i a n  m e t h o d s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  h a n d e d  d o w n  b y  t h e 
I r a n i a n  L e f t  a b r o a d  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  ’’C o n f e d e r a ­
t i o n  o f  I r a n i a n  s t u d e n t s ” ; t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  m e t h o d s 
w h i c h  c o m p l e t e l y  i s o l a t e d  t h e  I r a n i a n  L e f t  f r o m  t h e 
w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  i t s  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  w h i c h  h a d  n o 
r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s '  a n d  c o m m u n i s t  s t r u g g l e s , 
w h e t h e r  a t  h o m e  o r  a b r o a d .  I  s h a l l  n o t  g o  a n y  f u r t h e r 
o n  t h i s  p o i n t , - f o r  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  i n 
t h e  a r t i c l e  ’’ T h e  B a s i s  o f  P a r t y ’ s  W o r k  A b r o a d ” 
( K o m o n i s t  N o . 2 7 ) .  I  o n l y  w a n t e d  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  p o i n t 
t h a t  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  i m p e d i n g  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a m o n g  t h e 
w o r k e r s  o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  i n d u c e d  b y 
n o n - c o m m u n i s t  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  m e t h o d s  w e  h a v e  i n h e r i t e d 
f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d s ,  a n d  t h a t -  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e m  d o e s 
n o t  c a l l  f o r  a n y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o r  c o m p l i c a t e d  w o r k .

T h e  o t h e r  p o i n t  i n  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  t h e 
p r o b l e m  o f  l a n g u a g e ;  t h i s  t o o  c a n n o t  h a v e  m u c h  e f f e c t 
o n  o u r  w o r k  a b r o a d .  F o r ,  a s  i t  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t 
e a r l i e r ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  c u r r e n t s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  t a s k  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l 
o r g a n s  o f  t h e  P a r t y .  T h i s  s h o u l d  e n a b l e  u s  t o  d o 
w i t h o u t  c o m r a d e s  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  p o l e m i c a l  w o r k  i n 
f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s .  I f  w e  h a v e  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e 
p a r t y  f o r c e s  a b r o a d  c o m r a d e s  c a p a b l e  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g 
t h e  P a r t y  l i t e r a t u r e  i n t o  t h e  m a i n  E u r o p e a n  l a n g u a g e s , 
t h e n  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  i n  t h e  d i s s e m i n a ­
t i o n  o f  o u r  v i e w s  a n d  t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  o t h e r  c u r r e n t s . 
T o  b e  s u r e ,  v e r b a l  p r o p a g a n d a  i s  a l s o  q u i t e  n e e d e d . 
B u t  t h i s  r e q u i r e s  o n l y  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  f a m i l i a r i t y 
w i t h  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s ,  w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  c a n  b e  a c q u i r e d 
a f t e r  o n e  o r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  i n  a n y  c o u n t r y .  O n c e 
m o r e  I  s h o u l d  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  I  a m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a n  a c t i v i s t 
w h o  i s  n o t  a  " l e f t i s t  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t i o n " .  I n  o t h e r 
w o r d s ,  h e  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h 
g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  w o r k i n g - c l a s s 
m o v e m e n t .  S u c h  a  p e r s o n  m u s t  t r y  t o  b e c o m e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h 
t h e  n e w  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  w o r k e r s ’ o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s  a n d  p a r t i e s .  I f  o u r  c o m r a d e s  a b r o a d  h a v e  n o  s u c h 
m o t i v e s  o r  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e n  w e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o 
a c c o m p l i s h  m a n y  o f  o u r  t a s k s ;  a n d  w h e r e  w e  m a y  d o  t h i s , 
p r o g r e s s  w o u l d  b e  s l o w .

Q :  W h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  p r a c t i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h 
t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  w o r k i n g  a n d  o p p r e s s e d  m a s s e s 
a g a i n s t  t h e  b u r d e n s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t 
s o c i e t y ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  r a i s e d  a s  t o  h o w  w e 

, s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h o u t 
a p p a r e n t l y ,  o r  i n  f a c t ,  g o i n g  u n d e r  t h e 
b a n n e r  o f  b o u r g e o i s - l i b e r a l s  u s u a l l y  l e a d i n g 
p o p u l a r  s t r u g g l e s  ( e . g .  w o m e n ' s  s t r u g g l e s  a n d 
t h e  f e m i n i s t s ;  t h e  a n t i - a p p a r t h e i d  s t r u g g l e

■ a n d  t h e  h u m a n i s t s ,  e t c . ) .

A :  T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t i n g ,  a n d  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n , 
n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  p o p u l a r  s t r u g g l e s 
b e c o m e s  a  p r o b l e m  b a s i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  " c o m m u n i s t s "  w h o



which may describe the general framework o f workers’ 
communism in  any country. Our Party, too, has s t i l l  to 
endeavour to fu l ly  acquire such features. At the same 
time we are duty-bound to work ac tive ly  to encourage 
the revo lu tionary-Left forces to take up the same 
course. This is  what our contacts w ith the Le ft 
organisations are mainly aimed at under the present 
circumstances. Today, we are witnessing the fact that 
the in te rna tiona l re v is io n is t currents, and also 
trends lik e  Euro-Communism and Trotskyism, are, in  one 
way or another, facing c r is is  and d isu n ity , increas­
ing ly losing th e ir  place and weight in the workers' 
movement and in the world Left movement. This s itua tion 
has provided the grounds fo r estab lish ing, w ith in  the 
revolutionary Left forces, the p ro le ta rian  a lte rna tive 
to the theore tica l and p rac tica l tra d itio n s  o f the 
said currents. C erta in ly , our Party can, and must, 
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leadership o f economic struggles of workers", without 
confin ing ourselves to the framework o f "re form ist ano 
Trade-Unionist struggles".

Q: The f i r s t  question regarding the immigrant 
Iranians is , what are the dangers, p ra c tic a l­
ly , that the Iranian immigrant community may 
turn in to  a burden on the working class o f 
foreign countries?

A: A re la tiv e ly  large section o f the Iranian 
immigrants are working people. They have e ith e r come 
from the Iranian working-class s tra ta , or have now 
been driven in to  such positions. Neveretheless, owing 
to th e ir special pos ition  as a refugee m inority and 
also the influence exerted upon them by the Iranian 
bourgeois opposition, as well as by the loca l bourgeois 
parties and states, the grounds may ex is t fo r the 
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rhe fo llow ing a r t ic le  has been translated from the 
2nd issue o f the b u lle t in  Marxism & the Question o f 
the Soviet Union (Nov. 1986), which is  a b u lle t in  o f 
views and debates on the Soviet question, published as 
a supplement to  the theo re tica l organ o f the CPI 
(Besooy-e-Sosyalism). So fa r ,  three issues o f th is 
b u lle t in  have been published; the fo llow ing a r t ic le s 
have been transla ted and pctolished from the f i r s t  two:

"in troducto ry  Thes
Union'1, by Hamid
'Socialism  A the 
I r a j  Azarin (0M n
Sweezy-Bettleheim 
10), and "Trotsky 
Relations and the
Farhad Besharat (0M

The problem of the soviet union 
end of Trotskyism

( A CRITIQUE OF MANDEL'S
TRANSITIONAL SOCIE
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in n is theses “ laws governing the society tra n s itio n a l 
to socialism” , and therefore, whether these laws 
re a lly  re f le c t the in te rna l log ic  o f these socie ties 
or not can be made out independent o f th is  or that 
personal experience, or the c r it iq u e  and study o f the 
content o f these laws by themselves.

F irs t ,  in formulating "the General Laws fo r the 
ex is tin g  Societies in T ransition Between Capitalism and 
Social ism" Mandel, having discussed the cha rac te ris tics 
of these soc ie ties , a rrives at the conclusion that 
"the production re la tions  spec ific  to the tra n s itio n a l 
society (to socialism ] are . . .  a hybrid combination o f 
essen tia lly  non -cap ita lis t planning and the elements 
of commodity production . . .  which arise from the 
bas ica lly  s t i l l  bourgeois d is tr ib u tio n  re la tio n s ” . 
( fourth thesis) This means that according to  Mandel 
production re la tions in  these socie ties is  a combina­
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p r o c e s s  o f  s o c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a 
c a p i t a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l 
r e l a t i o n ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s u r p l u s  v a l u e , 
b e t w e e n  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  ( o r  e c o n o m i c , 
r e s o u r c e s )  i n  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d 
t h e  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o r  l a b o u r  p o w e r .  A n 
e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m m e  w h i c h  f a i l s  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  b a s i s  o f 
t h i s  r e l a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  w h i c h  f a i l s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e 
e n t i r e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a  w a y  w h i c h  w o u l d  n e g a t e  c a p i t a l 
a s  a  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n  ( a n d  n o t '  m e r e l y  a s  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n 
o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c a p i t a l i s t s ) ,  c a n  s e r v e  a l l  p u r p o s e s 
o t h e r  t h a n  s o c i a l i s m  o r  " t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m ” .  I n 
s u c h  a  p r o g r a m m e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  n o  e l e m e n t  o f  " n o n ­
c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n ”  o r  a n y  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  b o u r g e o i s 
c o m m o d i t y - m o n e y  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  " l o g i c  o f  t h e  m a r k e t " .

3 -  T h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a s  a  D e g e n e r a t e  t r a n s i t i o n a l

S o c i e t y

M a n d e l ’ s  i d e a s  o f  t h e  l a w s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f 
t r a n s i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  a s  h e  s a y s  h i m s e l f ,  r e l a t e  t o 
t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  M o r e 
a c c u r a t e l y ,  t h e s e  i d e a s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n t r i v e d  t o 
j u s t i f y  a n d  t h e o r i z e  S o v i e t  s o c i e t y  a s  a  s y s t e m  i n 
t r a n s t i t  i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  s o  t h a t ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e s e 
v i e w s ,  a l l  f a c t s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  s y s t e m  c a n  b e  p u s h e d 
a s i d e ,  a s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  " s w a y  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y " 
a n d  t h e  " b u r e a u c r a t i c  f o r m a t i o n "  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  s t a t e 
a n d  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  r e s t  c a n  b e  m a d e  o u t  a s  r e a s o n s  f o r 
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  S o v i e t  s o c i e t y  t o  s o c i a l i s m !  T h i s 
r e m a i n d e r  t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s t a t e 
o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p l a n n i n g 
b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M a n d e l 
a n d  T r o t s k y i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  p o w e r  i n 
t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  i s  b o t h  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e g e n e r a c y 
o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  a n d  i t s  d e v i a t i o n  f r o m  a  m a t u r e 
m o d e l  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  a s  w e l l 
a s  t h e  m e a n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o n - c a p i t a l i s t 
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m ,  a n d  i t s  m o v e  t o w a r d s 
s o c i a l i s m !  T r o t s k y i s m  t r i e s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h i s  c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  " t h e  d e g e n e r a t e 
w o r k e r s ’  s t a t e " ,  a n d  b y  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f u n c t i o n 
t o  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e 
s e c o n d  f u n c t i o n  t o  i t s  b e i n g  w o r k i n g  c l a s s . A  c o m p r e ­
h e n s i v e  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h i s  v i e w  r e q u i r e s  a  s e p a r a t e 
d i s c u s s i o n  ( c o m r a d e  F a r h a d  B e s h a r a t  h a s  o u t l i n e d  t h i s 
c r i t i q u e  i n  M a r x i s m  a n d  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t 
U n i o n  ,  B u l l e t i n  o f  V i e w s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  N o . 1 ) . *  S o  f a r 
a s  i t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  M a n d e l ’ s  t h e s e s ,  i t 
w o u l d  s u f f i c e  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
o f  t h e  S o v i e t  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m ,  r e g a r d e d  a s  " t h e 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  s y s t e m "  i n  t h e s e  t h e s e s ,  t o 
i n v a l i d a t e  t h i s  v i e w .

*  S e e  B o l s h e v i k  M e s s a g e  N o .  1 1 ,  t h e  a r t i c l e :  ’ ’ T r o t s k y 
&  t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  R e l a t i o n s  a n d  s t a t e  i n  S o v i e t 
U n i o n " - B M

M a n d e l  h i m s e l f  c o n c e d e s  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  s y s t e m  h a s 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :

1 -  C o m m o d i t y - m o n e y  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o m m o d i t y  f o r m  o f 
p r o d u c t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e t a i n e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  c o r r e s -

p o n d i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

2 -  M a n y  p r o d u c t s  a r e  h o a r d e d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e 
b l a c k  m a r k e t .

3 -  I n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  f u n c t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f 
p r o f i t a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  i n c o m e  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  i s 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o f i t  o f  h i s  o w n  f i r m .

6 -  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a 
c a p i t a l i s t  f a s h i o n  ( m a t e r i a l  m o t i v e s  t o  i n c r e a s e 
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  w a g e s  o n  t h i s  b a s i s ) .

5 -  T h e  o n l y  m o t i v e  a n d  a i m  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y 
i s  t o  " m a x i m i z e  t h e i r  o w n  c o n s u m p t i o n " .  T h e  " m a i n 
m o t o r "  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n  i s  t h i s 
f a c t o r .

6 -  L a b o u r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f 
c o n s u m e r  g o o d s ,  h a s  n o t  a s  y e t  a s s u m e d  a  s o c i a l 
c h a r a c t e r .

T h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c a n n o t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s 
a n y t h i n g  b u t  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  c a p i t a l ­
i s t  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  b y  a n y o n e  s l i g h t l y 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  c a p i t a l . 
T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  a n y 
p r o d u c t i o n  s y s t e m ,  i n v o l v e s  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  c a p i t a l 
a n d  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  w a g e  l a b o u r .  T h e  l a s t  c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c  t h a t  M a n d e l  ' e x p r e s s e s  a s :  " c e r t a i n l y  t h e 
d e g r e e  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o u r  i n  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s 
s e c t o r  i s  s m a l l e r  t h a n  i n  " p r o d u c e r  g o o d s  s e c t o r " 
c a n n o t  m e a n  a n y t h i n g  b u t  " c e r t a i n l y  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n 
o f  l a b o u r  p o w e r  i n  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s  s e c t o r  i s  r e t a i n e d 
m o r e  t h a n  i n  p r o d u c e r  g o o d s  s e c t o r " .  T o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e s e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  " t h e  s w a y  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y "  a n d  " e x t r e m e 
b u r e a u c r a t i c  d e g e n e r a t i o n "  d o e s  n o t  c h a n g e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t 
t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  o r g a n i c  p a r t s  o f  t r i e  S o v i e t  p r o d u c t i o n 
s y s t e m ,  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  r e p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  a r e  e x p a n d i n g  a l l 
t h e  t i m e .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l 
o f  S o v i e t  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d  u n i m a g i n e - 
a b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c o m m o d i t y - m o n e y  r e l a ­
t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e s , 
b o u r g e o i s  m e t h o d ?  o f  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  s o  o n .  O n  t h e 
o t h e r  h a n d ,  " p l a n n e d  e c o n o m y "  w h i c h  i s  p o s e d  a g a i n s t 
a l l  t h e s e  f a c t s  a s  t h e  n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e 
S o v i e t  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  f u n d a m e n t a l 
a r g u m e n t  f o r  i t s  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m  i s  d i s ­
c r e d i t e d  a n d  t u r n s  a g a i n s t  i t s e l f ,  w h e n  i t  i s  g r a n t e d 
t h a t  " m a x i m i z i n g  t h e i r  o w n  c o n s u m p t i o n  ( i n c r e a s i n g 
t h e  i n c o m e )  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y  a s 
t h e  o m n i p o t e n t  a g e n t  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  a n d  e x e c u t i n g 
e c o n o m i c  p l a n s ,  i s  t h e  a i m  d o m i n a t i n g  p l a n n i n g  a n d  t h e 
m o t o r  f o r  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n . "  O b v i o u s l y  s u c h  a  p l a n 
c a n n o t  b e  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
a n d  g e n e r a l l y  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  a b o v e  c a p i t a l i s t 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;  i n d e e d  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n g  w o u l d  n o t  b e 
f e a s i b l e  w i t h o u t  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  o n  i n t e n ­
s i f y i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e m .

A n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  M a n d e l ,  a n d  T r o t s k y i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l 
d e d u c e  t h e  s w a y  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  a n d  a l l  c a p i t a l i s t 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  s y s t e m  t h a t  t h e y 
f o r m u l a t e  a s  " t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e 
S o v i e t  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e " ,  f r o m  t h e  " u n d e r d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r c e s "  a n d  " t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e



6- I t  is  l ik e ly  that Mandel has deduced the maintenance 
o f commodity-money re la tions from the persistence o f 
the bourgeois r ig h t o f production based on " to  every­
one according to his work.” But drawing such a conclu­
sion is  by no means perm issible. That in a society in 
which the producers obtain th e ir share o f socia l 
wealth through exchange, equality  continues to maintain 
i t s  bourgois menaing, does by no means lead to the 
existence of bourgeois exchange and commodity-money 
re la tion s . No doubt w ith the d is tr ib u tio n  o f consumer 
goods on the basis o f the time o f work, the workers - 
who have d iffe re n t needs - w i l l  not have the same 
liv in g  conditions, but th is  very mode o f d is tr ib u tio n 
indicates that ccnnodity-money exchange, i . e . ,  the 
p a rticu la r form o f exchange based on the labour power 
as comniodity is  compeletely negated, even though 
exchange i t s e l f , which would remain up to the time o f 
" to  everyone according to  h is  need” , would s t i l l 
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BOLSHEVIK MESSAGE

Communique'of
THE SIXTH CONGRESS OF KOMALA

Working masses!
M i l i ta n t  people o f Kurdistan!

The S ixth  Congress o f the Kurdistan O rganisation o f 
the Communist Party o f  Ira n  (Komala), a fte r  success­
fu l ly  accomplishing the tasks i t  had set i t s e l f , 
concluded i t s  work a fte r  s ix  days.

Preparation fo r  the Congress began a long time ago. 
Delegates o f  the d is t r ic t  organ isa tion  and o f the 
various organs were e lected in  d is t r i c t  conferences 
and e le c tio n  sessions o f the ce n tra l organs. The 
Congress m ateria ls  were in  advance sent to  the 
members.

The S ix th  Congress opened on May 3rd , 1988 w ith  the 
s inging o f the In te rn a tio n a le  and observing a m inute 's 
s ilence  in  memory o f  the comrades who have fa l le n  on 
the path o f  workers' emancipation, among them comrade 
Ja fa r S ha fi'ee . F ir s t  the delegates' c re d en tia ls  and the 
prededural ru les  were discussed and approved, and then 
the Congress began the agenda. The agenda included:

1- The report by the c e n tra l committee about the work 
o f  the organ isa tion  between the two congresses;

2- A sum-up o f the a c t iv it ie s  o f  Komala so fa r ;  i t s 
present s itu a t io n , and the perspectives;

3- Komala's s tra tegy in  K urd is tan 's  movement;

4- The m i lita r y  work, and c e rta in  im portant aspects o f 
the fu tu re  a c t iv it ie s  o f the open o rgan isa tion ;

5- Assessment o f the present s itu a t io n  o f the KDP in - 
Kurdistan;

6- E lection  o f  the c e n tra l committee.

In  i t s  d iscussions, the Congress reviewed, from the 
standpoint o f a workers' pa rty  which should a t a l l 
times be the representa tive  o f  the p ro te s t and 
in te re s ts  o f  the working c lass , a decade o f Komala's 
p ub lic  a c t iv it ie s  and the e ffe c ts  tha t th is  has had on

the co nd itio n  o f  workers and to i le r s  and the s itu a tio n 
in  Kurdistan.

In  the l ig h t  o f  these discussions i t  became c le a r 
how the a c t iv i t y  and presence o f  Komala during th is 
period has - resu lted  in  the spread o f  the ideas o f 
soc ia lism , the promotion o f  workers' c lass-conscious­
ness and the r is e  in  the p o l i t i c a l  and democratic 
expectations o f  the  people in  Kurdistan.

Taking these gains and experiences o f  the workers 
and th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  party  in to  account, the S ixth 
Congress t r ie d  to  dep ic t the next steps which should 
be taken in  order to  u n ite  and organise the rank o f  the 
workers' re v o lu tio n , as w e ll as the perspective o f the 
workers' movement in  Kurdistan and the expectations o f 
the working c lass from the v ic to ry  o f  th is  movement.

In  a d d it io n , the p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i ta r y  s itu a t io n 
in  Kurdistan was discussed and examined in  order to 
determine the general lin e s  o f the p o l i t i c a l ,  o rgan i­
sa tio n a l, and m i l i ta r y  a c t iv i t y ,  to  draw lessons from 
the past experiences, and to  adopt new methods and 
ta c t ic s  in  the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  Komala in  a l l  fro n ts .

An o v e ra ll assessment o f  the s itu a t io n  o f  the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party and the causes o f  i t s 
p o l i t i c a l  deadend and confusion was another p o in t on 
the agenda o f the Congress.

The Congress passed the necessary re so lu tions  fo r 
the dissem ination o f  i t s  discussions and decisions 
which w i l l  be published g radually .

The e le c tio n  o f  the members and substitute-members 
o f the ce n tra l committee was the la s t  p o in t on the 
agenda. Expressing i t s  g ra titu d e  to  the e ffo r ts  o f 
Komala' s organs and the Peshmarga force  in  p rov id ing  the 
necessary f a c i l i t ie s  and the s e c u r ity , the Congress ended 
i t s  work on May 12, 1988, a fte r  the  c los ing  speech by 
comrade Ebrahim Alizadeh and the sing ing  o f  the 
In te rn a tio n a le .

Central Committee of the
Kurdistan Organisation 

of the CPI-Komala

May 14, 1988

Financia l Contribu tions fo r the revo lu tionary Please send a copy o f  the bank re ce ip t to  the
movement in  Kurdistan may be cred ited  to  the address o f  the Komala Representative Bureau Abroad:
fo llow ing  account;

Kamincar-M
BNP 01184282 BP2
FONTENAY AUX ROSES 95102 A rgenteu il Cedex
FRANCE —France

ADDRESSES OF THE CPI - THE COMMITTEE ABROAD
BM BOX 3004, OIS, BOX 50040,
LONDON WCIN 3XX 104 05 STOCKHOLM
ENGLAND SWEDEN
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