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The fo llow ing  is  a s lig h tly  abridged version o f an 
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★ ★★
A ll the im p e ria lis t powers and b ig c a p ita lis t  states 

have lin e d  up to  save the c r is is -s tr ik e n  bourgeoisie in 
the G ulf region. The governments o f the region, on the 
other hand, appeal to  the world masters o f power for 
help, using whatever means they have, from begging and 
beseeching to  threatening, hostage-taking and te rro r. 
The U.S., Soviet Union, France and China are each 
try ing  to  help, in  one way or another, th is  or that 
country involved in  tn e c o n flic t .  THe Chinese m issiles 
are mounted in  the S tra its  o f Hormuz. Soviets furnish 
Kuweitee o il-ta nke rs  with th e ir  flags. To keep up w ith 
the Soviets, Americans send th e ir  ships to  the Gulf. 
B r ita in  t r ie s  to  soften tne tone o f the U.N. reso lution 
in  favour o f Iran. France mourns over the fate o f her 
in te rs ts  endangered by the c r is is ,  and Germans are 
cautious not to displease any o f the countries 
involved.

In th e ir  rush to  save the c ris is -r id d e n  bourgeoisie 
o f the region, the world masters o f power have th e ir 
own goals. Who is  going to  catch more f is h  from the 
troubled waters o f the Gulf? The aim o f the im peria l­
is t  powers is  to  jo s t le  one another and get a stronger 
footing among the Gulf states. This open r iv a lr y  has 
to be taken in to  account as a new facto r in  the seven­
year-old Ira n-Iraq  war. U.S. im perialism is ,  more than 
others, making a l l  e ffo rts  to  maintain i t s  endangered 
su pe rio rity  and domination in  the region. Reagan's 
arms-deal and f l i r t i n g  w ith Khomeini's government did 
not bring fo rth  any clear perspective o f coming to 
terms w ith  the Islamic regime. I t  eventually ended up 
offending the Arab states and those governments 
re ly ing  upon the U.S. The reaction o f Kuweit, h ir in g  a 
few o il-ta nke rs  from the Soviet-Union, was warning 
enough fo r the Reagan government; the game in  the Gulf 
region is  not the monopoly o f the U.S. and any 
e ffo r t  to  get c loser to one side o f the c o n f lic t  would 
ce rta in ly  provide the p o s s ib ili ty  fo r other r iv a ls  to

come to  terms w ith the other side. With the in it ia t iv e 
and support o f the U.S. a series o f d iplom atic e ffo rts 
got s tarted . The aim was to  have the r iv a ls  agreed on 
a jo in t  plan to  solve the Gulf c r is is  and the seven­
year o ld war. The re s u lt came up in  the form o f the 
"Security C o u lc il" reso lu tion  which although bore the 
signatures o f the b ig  sta te , i t  had so watered down 
the common in te res ts  o f the super powers in  the region 
tha t an end to  the war and thereby the c o n f lic t  would 
s t i l l  seem out o f reach. The Reagan government, having 
ju s t gone through the so-called "Iran-Contra" c r is is , 
returned to  i t s  fa m ilia r p o li t ic s ,  i . e . ,  the dream of 
regaining world su pe rio rity  o f the U.S. by m ilita ry 
aggression. By using th is  p o li t ic s  in  the region, 
Reagan is  fo llow ing the same notorious gaols as in  the 
previous cases such as m ilita ry  in terven tion  in 
Nicaragua, Lebanan, and Libya. These goals are: l in in g 
up European a ll ie s  under U.S. leadership, te r r ify in g 
lo ca l states by m ilita ry  power, and convincing these 

states o f U.S. authority .

The outcome could not be much d iffe re n t from what 
happened in  the previous cases. This time, however, i t 
came up fas te r and w ith  greater disgrace. What was 
intended as drawing the European r iv a ls  and a ll ie s 
under U.S. leadership, turned v ir tu a l ly  in to  a 
demonstration o f in s ta b il i ty  o f th is  leadership and o f 
U.S. is o la tio n . Reagan's frequent appeals fo r having 
h is  European a ll ie s  send th e ir  warships to  the Gulf 
were o f f ic ia l l y  re jected even by h is closest a lly ,

ON THE DISCUSSIONS OF THE 
2ND CONGRESS OF THE CPI 
P - 4

DEBATES ON THE RUSSIAN QUESTION 
p . 14

WORKERS OF THE WORLD,UNITE !



2 BOLSHEVIK MESSAGE OCTOBER 1987 3

Thatcher. Even Reagan’ s appeal fo r sending mine­
sweepers to the Gulf was not welcomed Dy h is a llie s 
I n i t ia l ly .  The show o f m ilita ry  power Dy a state which 
is  preparing for ’’s ta r wars” turned in to  an in terna­
tio n a l show in  which Americans were looking desperate­
ly  around the world for a handful o f mine-sweepers • 
Reagan's snow o f m ilita ry  might which fa ile d  to accom­
p lis h  i t s  f i r s t  task, could not reach i t s  second goal 
e ith e r, i . e . ,  frightening the loca l forces and convin­
cing them of U.S. au tho rity . “ Does U.S. seriously 
intend to launch a m ilita ry  confrontation with the 
Islamic Republic?*’ ! To answer th is  question even 
Reagan's own m inisters stammered: "No, at the most, a 
few m issiles w i l l  De f ire d " , " in  re ta lia t io n ,  some o f 
the Silkworm m issiles w i l l  De destroyed", "these 
targets, o f course, w i l l  De lim ite d  and ca re fu lly 
selected"!

Inside U.S., the issue became controvers ia l, is  not 
Mr. Reagan's m ilita ry  adventure going to add fuel to 
the c r is is  rather than put i t  out? Wouldn't th is 
m ilita ry  adventure lead to a s itu a tio n  where the U.S. 
would face much greater anti-American sentiments, 
instead o f confirming U.S. domination over the Gulf 
region? would not these operations make the Arab 
states much weaker in  the face o f  anti-American 
sentiments, rather than strengthening them? These are 
some o f the questions which American policy-makers 
cannot re fra in  from considering. In fear o f the conse­
quences o f th is  dangerous game, and also in  order 
to contro l Mr. Reagan, the s itu a tio n  led to a point 
that some one hundred Congressmen appealed to  a court 
against Mr. Reagan!

The "Gulf war", in  th is  stage o f i t s  development 
has instigated im p e ria lis t r iv a lr ie s .  Im peria lis t 
powers set out to work to save the c r is is -s tr ik e n 
bourgeoisie o f the region, and to put an end to  a 
c r is is  which has swept the region fo r almost a decade 
and which now endangers the s ta b il i ty  o f the whole 
region. This s itu a tio n , however, could only bring to

A U .S . h e l ic o p t e r  c a r r i e r  in  th e  G u lf

lig h t  the re a lity  of the balance o f forces among the 
im p e ria lis t powers. I t  confirmed the fact tha t the 
undisputed U.S. supe rio rity  and leadership w ith in  the 
im p e ria lis t powers has been endangered, and that the 
r iv a lry  between the im p e ria lis t powers has gone beyond 
the c o n f lic t  between the U.S. and Soviet Union, and 
has led to dispersion w ith in  the western im p e ria lis t 
camp i t s e l f .  An end to the deep governmental c r is is  in 
the Gulf region is  not foreseeable Dy an order issued 
by th is  or that im p e ria lis t power. This has v ir tu a lly 
been le f t  to the outcome o f a series o f r iv a lr ie s 
between the im p e ria lis ts , each looking fo r a bigger 
share o f influence in  the region.

Nevertheless, as fa r as the Islamic Republic is 
concerned, th is  recent attempt to terminate the Iran- 
Iraq war and to contro l the c r is is  by im p e ria lis t 
power, has i t s  own spec ific  meaning. As fa r as the 
whole region is  concerned, the term ination o f the war 
and c r is is  depends, above a l l ,  upon defeating the pan- 
Is lam ist current. The Islam ic regime has to  be 
stripped o f i t s  pan-Islamic p o lit ic s ,  tendencies and 
claims. For a long time, the U.S. and other im peria l­
is t  powers have been looking fo r "moderate" and 
" ra d ic a l"  wings w ith in  the Islam ic Republic.’ The 
recent attempts to put an end to  the war and c r is is 
in  the region, is  yet another severe pressure on the 
Islam ic Republic, w ith the demand o f s e tt lin g  matters 
w ith pan-lslamism.

The Islamic Republic has been making a l l  attempts 
to repel these pressures. F irs t ,  i t  was the turn o f 
the "B r it is h  friends"; follow ing a diplomatic tension, 
o f f ic ia l  re la tio ns  with B r ita in  were broken o f f , 
h in tin g  to the Thatcher government "not to leave the 
Imam alone"! This was followed by a diplomatic row 
w ith  France, try in g  to make France understand tha t the 
Islamic Republic would break a l l  promises given to  Mr. 
Chirac at a high p rice , i f  France continued to  put 
pressure on the Islam ic Republic. Pan-Islamic te r ro r ­
is ts  started th e ir  operations In  Lebanon. Hostages 
were threatened with murder. Plane h ijack ing  were

started again. But the main arena for the Islamic 
Republic to exercise a show o f power was the Gulf 
region i t s e l f  and the in i t ia t io n  o f in tim id a tin g  moves 
in  the Gulf countries. The pilgrimage ceremonies in 
Mecca ("H a j") was a good opportunity fo r th is  snow o f 
power in  Saudi-Araoia. A mob o f professional, noisy, 
demonstrators accompanying hundreds o f p ilg rim s 
a rrived  in  Mecca to challenge the Arab sheikhs in 
th e ir  own land. The Saudees, who had regained c o n fi­
dence because o f the recent pressures upon the Islamic 
regime, did not remain passive in  the face o f th is 
pan-Islamic show o f power. They were also prepared for 
action Dy the same u n o ff ic ia l means as those used 
by the Islam ic Republic, i . e . ,  a mob which played the 
ro le  o f people. The outcome was one o f the most 
detestable re lig io u s  massacres. According to o f f ic ia l 
figures the death t o l l  in  th is  mutual confrontation o f 
power exceeded four hundred.

This ready answer by the Saudees made the pan­
Is lam ists re a lize  that the recent pressures upon pan­
Islamism should be taken serious ly , and tha t they were 
facing a stronger opposition in  the region. Right 
a fte r th is  inc iden t, the Arab states rushed to  back up 
Saudi Arabia against the Islamic Republic, I t  was an 
opportunity fo r the Arab states to speak out th e ir 
opposition to pan-lslamism ever more un ite d ly . I t  also 
provided them w ith the p o s s ib ility  o f making use o f 
the d iv is io n  between the Shia‘ at and Sunni sects as an 
instrument against the pan-lslamism o f the Islam ic 
Republic.

The need fo r confronting the recent pressures, gave 
the pan-Islam ists in  the Islam ic government the upper 
hand, pushing once again Khomeini forward as the 
o f f ic ia l  leader o f tne regime. But th e ir  f i r s t  serious 
measure in  the region, i . e . ,  the Mecca demonstration, 
barely achieved anything but defeat. How can pan­
Is lam ists stay in  power under such circumstances? 
would they implement th e ir  th rea ts , turn ing the Gulf 
war in to  an extensive regional war? The im p e ria lis ts ' 
a c t iv i t ie s  to end the c r is is  in  the Gulf and also the 
united opposition from the Arab states, were signs for 
the pan-Islam ists to re a lize  that they were in  the 
most unfavourable s itu a tio n  ye t. The pan-Islam ist 
current has been able so fa r to stay at the head o f the 
bourgeois government o f Iran by making use o f the 
in a b i l i t y  o f the bourgeoisie and im p e ria lis ts  to solve 
the deep governmental c r is is  in  the region, on the one 
hand, (a c r is is  rooted in  the bankruptcy o f the 
o f f ic ia l  regimes of tne bourgeoisie and th e ir  in a b i l i ­
ty  to overcome the economic problems), and, on the 
other hand, Dy i t s  constant dealing and wheeling with th is 
or that im p e ria lis t power. The fact that the pan-Islam ist 
current has Deen to lera ted to stay on at tne head o f 
the most important country o f the region, is  due to 
the in a b i l i t y  o f the im p e ria lis ts  to solve the now 
chronic governmental c r is is .  But i f  the pan-Islamic 
current is  going to maintain i t s  power by enforcing 
i t s  regional claims and p o lit ic s ,  at the expense o f 
the spread o f c r is is  and disruptions in  the en tire

governmental system o f the region, then, from the 
viewpoint o f the bourgeoisie and im p e ria lis ts , i t  is 
the pan-Islamic government, not the regime's govern­
mental system, which should be sac rifice d . This fact 
has been c le a rly  confirmed fo r the Islam ic Republic by 
the increased e ffo r ts  o f the Arab states fo r un ity  and 
the im p e r ia lis ts ' rush to con tro l tne c r is is .

Even i f  the bankruptcy o f  the pan-Islamic govern­
ment were to  prevent i t  from implementing i t s  claims 
and p o lic ie s  in  the region, what is  ce rta in  is  tha t i t 
w i l l  t ry  to take the maximum advantage from the 
present atmosphere inside the country to extend war 
te rro r  and in tim id a tio n , continue i t s  attacks against 
the workers' movement, and strangle people’ s protests. 
Already the banner o f holy war against the U.S. has 
been raised. The Pasdars* have taken in to  the Gulf 
waters, the Kuweitee and Saudi Sheikhs are threatened with 
revenge, the Hezbullahi** gangs have been thrown onto 
the s tree ts , and m il i ta r is t  and pan-Islamic ye llings 
have f i l le d  the a ir .  I t  has become the hab it o f the 
Islam ic regime to use every condition o f c r is is  as a 
means to cover i t s  own in te rn a l c o n f lic ts ,  quel any 
opportunity o f p o l i t ic a l action , drive back people's 
protests against poverty and lack o f  r ig h ts , and 
escalate i t s  attacks upon tne workers' movement. This 
attempt nas been started once again, on a greater 
scale, w ith the cries  for holy war and revenge. But 
w h ils t the pan-Islamic current may be able to tempo­
r a r i ly  go ahead with th is  attempt inside the country, 
the whole o f the regime, facing tne fa ilu re  and 
bankruptcy o f i t s  objectives and p o lic ie s  in  the 
region, w i l l  have no choice but to  give in , sooner or 
la te r ,  to the purging o f the pan-Islamic current from 
the leadership o f the government. And with i t s  ranks 
in  disarray i t  w i l l  be confronted by an explo ited and 
oppressed people fo r whom the only way fo r ending the 
war and poverty and achieving basic r ig h ts  is  through 
the overthrow o f tne whole Islam ic regime.

For the Iran ian workers the present s itu a tio n  is 
above a l l  a warning that they a l l  the more strongly 
and seriously prepare themselves fo r repulsing the 
Islam ic Republic's attacks against the workers* 
movement, workers' un ity  must be strengthened every­
where. Attacks by the state and employers and the 
regime's attempts to  step up repression and disperse 
the workers' ranks must be resisted in  the work­
places. workers' struggles should be carried with 
greater organisation. At the same time the p ro tes t­
movement against the war, against d e s titu tio n  and the 
Islamic regime, should be escalated. But everyone in 
the ranks o f the working class knows and ought to 
deeply rea lize  that progress in  th is  arena is  not the 
end o f the matter. These are only necessary lin k s  in 
preparing the conditions fo r tne advance o f the 
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•  So-called "Revolutionary Guards" - BM.
*♦ Regime's thugs; l i t e r a l ly ,  followers o f the "God's 

Party" - BM.

Down with the Islamic Republic regime!
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Interview with comrade Mansoor Hekmat

O N  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S
T H E  2 N D  C O N G R E S S  O F  T

A fte r the Second Congress o f  the CPI in  March 86, the 
Party ’ s centra l organ, Komonist, carried  a series o f 
in terviews w ith  comrade Hekmat, member o f the P o li­
t ic a l  Bureau o f the Party, about the discussions o f 
the 2nd Congress. The fo llow ing is  the second part o f 
th is  in terview  published in  Komonist No. 27, August 
86. The th ird ,  and f in a l,  part w i l l  be published in 
the next issue o f Bolshevik Message - BM.

Question: Let us return to the top ic o f the position 
and perspective o f the Communist Party, i . e . ,  the 
f i r s t  part o f the Central Committee report to  the 
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ised ourselves to Guild "our own 019001531100". We 
nave b u i l t  our organisation ano are extending i t , 
ra ther, fo r organising and drawing to the f ie ld  a 

class which is  a force o f hundreds o f m illio n s  on a 
world scale, hence we do not judge our organisation 
merely by organisational c r i te r ia ,  but ra ther, essen­
t ia l ly ,  by p o lit ic o -c la s s  standards. This is  what 
the Congress put on i t s  agenda. At tne same time 
the Congress by emphasizing th is  o rien ta tion  and 
method tr ie d  to draw once again the a tten tion  o f the 
Party a c t iv is ts  ano communists outside the Communist 
Party to th is  social raison d* e tre  o f the party and 
communism. This emphasis is  another step in  the 
workers* and p ra tica l o rien ta tion  o f the Party and has 
been constantly strengthened and invigorated in  the 
period between the two Congress. This is  a general 
emphasis on the main orien ta tions o f the Congress, in 
pa rticu la r on the work o f lin k in g  the Party and 
communism with the working class, confronting the 
re lig io u s - lik e  sectarianism prevalent in  the radica l 
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class movement as the o f f ic ia l  ano main line  o f carirunism, 
Tne la tte r  was distinguished Dy two determining charac­
te r is t ic s :  f i r s t ly  i t  was a current deeply fa ith fu l to the 
revolutionary theory and programme o f Marxism; 
secondly, i t  was re a lly  a workers’ current , the 
p o l i t ic a l representative and organiser o f a large rank 
o f communist and revolutionary workers. Perhaps th is 
is  the la s t time in  the h is to ry  o f the revolutionary 
movement o f the working class when revolutionary 
Marxism appears as a workers' phenomenon on a social 
scale, i . e . ,  as a form o f un ity  and struggle o f the 
advanced section o f the working class i t s e l f .  In other 
words, the October revolu tion and the in i t ia l  stages 
o f the Comintern are the la s t stongholds in  which we 
see a powerful workers' communism, which is  a t the 
same time p rinc ip led  and revolu tionary, on a socia l 
scale, i . e . ,  as a socia l force.

During the developments o f the 1930s, and onwards, 
these features o f tne main current o f communism are 
gradually lo s t.  In Russia i t s e l f ,  along with the 
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century.

The second trend which must be advanced is  the 
lin k in g  o f th is  revolutionary communism with the 
working class and the workers' movement. The centre o f 
g rav ity  o f communism must once again be placed w ith in 
the working class. Communism must become a current 
from w itn in  the class i t s e l f ,  tne current o f communist 
workers, we must put an end to the period o f Marxism 
and communism being separate from the working class, 
and reconstruct workers* communsim. without th is , 
there can be no question o f socialism. In th is 
connection, i t  is  v ita l that communism once again 
shares a same destiny w ith the workers and workers* 
movement in  the actual p ra c tica l struggles, especially 
in  the turning points and logjams o f the struggle. The 
h is to ry  o f commnism and of the working class, the l i f e 
o f communism and o f the working class and the struggle 
o f communism and o f the working class must be turned 
in to  a single re a lity .  The necessary condition for 
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one of the aspects of the main distinction of revolu­
tionary Marxists. This Leninist, or near-Leninist, 
trend took shape, objectively and materially, in the 
Iranian left. This was not merely the result of the 
plan of this or that group or current, but to a much 
greater extent the result of the general radicaliza­
tion of tne Iranian left and the actual presence of the 
working class in the political scene, In a revolution­
ary atmosphere. The CPI was formed in the context and 
on the ground of tnis polarization.

So far as it concerns the second factor, namely, 
conwunism becoming a workers’ phenomenon, I must say 
that, firstly, over the last 20 years the Iranian 
working class has had a substantial growth both as regards 
its nuircers and its economic position. This, in point of 
fact, gives a serious material basis in society for 
connmnism, workers’ communism becomes an objective 
necessity and its advance becomes possible. Secondly, 
in tne course of the revolution a very favourable 
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T R O T S K Y  & T H E  C R I T I Q U E

S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  R E L A
A N D  S T A T E  I N  S O V I  E T 

" 

The fo llow ing is  the tran s la tio n  o f an a r t ic le 
o r ig in a lly  published in  the f i r s t  issue o f the CPI 
b u lle t in  "Marxism & the Question o f Soviet Union1*. 
This b u lle t in  is  published as a supplement to  the 
theo re tica l organ o f the CPI, "Besooy-e-Sosyalism*1, 
and contains a r t ic le s  and documents on the Russian 
question which is  an ongoing discussion in  our Party. 
So fa r ,  the fo llow ing a rtic le s  from, the two issues o f 
the b u lle t in  have been translated and published in 
bolshevik Message: " Introductory Theses on the 
Question o f Soviet Union" ,  by Hamid Taghvaee (BM 
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to me destruction o f c a p ita lis t  re la tio n s .

He w rites:

Russia took the road o f p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion , not 
because her economy was the f i r s t  to become ripe 
for a s o c ia lis t change, but because she should not 
develop fu rther on a c a p ita lis t  basis. Socia liza­
tion  o f the means o f production had become a 
necessary condition for bring ing the country out o f 
barbarism.
(Revolution Betrayed, p. 5)

In substantiating the economic achievements o f  the 
S.U., on a "n o n -ca p ita lis t" basis, he w rites the 
fo llow ing;

[The USSR’ s ]  in d u s tria l production has increased 
during th is  same period approximately 3S times, or 
250 per cent. Tne heavy industries have increased 

Knows about the dis
about th e ir  suppress
him to look fo r th
in d u s tr ia l and prod
e xp lo ita tio n  o f the
to ile rs  by the state 
production. State ow
a l l  these f ru i ts .  The
economic re la tions i
d is tr ib u tio n , he w rite

The ju s t i f ic a t io n 
state as an appa
fact that the pr
s t i l l  f u l l  o f soc
sphere o f consump
f e l t  by a l l  - a
threaten to  break 
t io n . The triumph
e ithe r f in a l or irr
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turns, summer restores, museums, clubs, a th le tic 
in s t itu t io n s , etc, e tc .,  i t  would probably be 
necessary to conclude tha t 15 per cent, o r, say, 20 
per cent, o f the population enjoys not much less o f 
the wealth than is  enjoyed by the remaining 80 to 85 
per cent.

( Ib id ,  p. 142)

The above-mentioned ’’caste or stratum" uses the 
Party and state for protecting these re la tio n s  and 
p riv ileges in  the Soviet society, holds the means o f 
production and d is tr ib u tio n  under i t s  own contro l and 
exercises d ic ta to r ia l measures, not against the 
enemies o f the p ro le ta ria t but against the pro le ta rian 
vanguard. But since the ownership o f the means o f 
productionn, from the legal point o f view, does not 
rest in  the hands o f the ind iv idua l elements o f th is 
caste, one may not c a l l th is  20 to 25 m illio n -s trong 
’’stratum" the bourgeois class o f S.U.

TROTSKY AND H IS  ECONOMIC PROGRAMME

and not tne concern o
here is  the fact tha t, 
the basis o f undeni
domestic economic po lic
a fte r suppressing th
Trotsky was one o f th
well as the Right Opp
advocated the continua
o f socialism at s n a il'
the same Le ft Opposi
t r ia l iz a t io n ,  i . e . ,  th
Trotsky states, time 
tha t S ta lin  s to le  the
Opposition and put i t 
S ta lin  in  th is  regar
five-year plan in  4
g lo r ify in g  the in d
accumulation realized 
implementation o f th is
the severe exp lo ita tio
- Trotsky does not f a
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stacle oasis fo r the development o f commanding and 

technical cadres.”
( Ib id , pp. 222 A 223)

But, having said a i l  th is ,  Trotsky regards Soviet 
state as a workers' state which every worker and 
revolutionary must defend!

From the standpoint that in te res ts  us, the 
difference in  the social basis o f  the two Bona­
partism, o f Jacobin and o f Soviet o r ig in , is  much 
more inportant. In the former case, the question 
involved was tne consolidation o f the bourgeois 
revolu tion through the liq u id a tio n  o f i t s  p rinc ip les 
and p o lit ic a l in s titu t io n s . In the la t te r  case, the 
question involved is  the consolidation o f the 
worker-peasant revolution through the smashing o f 
i t s  in terna tional program, i t s  leading party, i t s 
soviets.
(The Workers' State, Thermidor and Bonapartism; 
w ritings o f L. Trotsky, 1934-35, p. 181)

assigns domestics tas

Trotsky covers 3 p
d e fin it io n s  o f the 
sta te . But since he 
capita lism  in  S.U. 
re la tio ns  no longer 
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bourgeois d e fin it io n s

The Bonapartist ap
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clear contrast to the
the p ro le ta rian  state
and in  the period o f 
t io n  o f tn is  point
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tne attacks o f tne c r i t ic s ,  fa l ls ,  repeatedly, in to 

su p e rfic ia l metnodological formalism. Because the 

revolu tion took the form o f an armed Insurrection and 

in  1918 put the ownership o f tne means o f production 

and d is tr ib u tio n  in  the hands o f the sta te , hence, 

according to Trotsky, the counter-revolution too must 

act in  an armed insurrectionary form and thus organise 

the immediate resto ra tion  o f  p riva te  property. He does 

not regard the suppression and k i l l in g  o f the opposi­

t io n is ts  (mainly the best communists and Bolshevik 

workers), the emptying o f the soviets o f th e ir  real 

content, the abolishing o f workers’ contro l over 
production, universal disarming, the continuation and 

consolidation o f the professional army based on 

standard bourgeois m ilita ry  ranks, ever-increasing 

expansion o f the bureaucratic snd po lice  ru le , and 

f in a l ly  the abandoning o f the Bolshevik in te rn a tio n a l­

is t  progranme, as tne return o f the counter-revolution 

and the resu lts  o f the liq u id a tio n  o f the workers' 

s ta te . Even the v io len t form o f the suppression o f hte 
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L e t t e r  t o  t h e  OMLWP

•'Workers* Truth", No. 7, paper o f the “Organisation 
fo r a M arxist-Lenin ist workers' Party" (U.S.A.) has 
published a report o f a seminar in  which i t  has 
re fe rred  to the Commuist Party o f Iran . The fo llow ing 
le t te r  was sent by the CPI to the OMLWP in  th is 
connection. For the information o f those who may have 
read the WT report we hereby publish the CPI le t te r .

★★★ — 
OMLWP
Boxholder, P.O. Box 5830,
Chicago, I I ,  60680 
U.S.A.

July, 1st, '87

Dear OMLWP,

I  am w ritin g  in  protest to your report in  WORKERS' 
TRUTH No. 7 (March '87) o f the seminar in  w inter *86- 

zation.

For the benefit o
publish th is  le t te r 

F rom , P .13
i t s e l f  and turning 
tendency inside the 
merely how to p ro le
is  how to turn Ira
phenomenon. Here, th
th e o re tica l, socia l 
process, which I  ment
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